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Health  Department,  No.  301  Mott  Street,  ) 
New  York,  January  31,  1876.      ) 

To  the  Hon.  William  H.  Wickham, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
for  the  period  commencing  May  i,  1874,  and  ending  December  31, 
1875,  and  containing  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  city  for  the  years 
1874  and  1875. 

Respectfully  yours,  etc., 

EMMONS  CLARK, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  William  H.  Wickham, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  : 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of 
New  York  respectfully  submits  the  following  report,  which  contains 
a  review  of  its  proceedings  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31, 
187s,  and  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  City  for  the  years  1874  and  1875. 

Organization  of  the  Board, — The  Board  of  Health,  as  organ- 
ized under  chapter  335,  Laws  of  1873,  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing-named Commissioners  May  i,  1874:  Hugh  Gardner,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Police  ;  S.  Oakley  Vanderpoel,  M.D..  Health  Officer 
of  the  Port;  Charles  F.  Chandler,  Ph.D.,  Commissioner  of  Health 
and  President  of  the  Board  ;  and  Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  Commis- 
sioner of  Health.  In  July,  1874,  George  W.  Matsell  succeeded  Hugh 
Gardner  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Police  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  The  term  of  office  of  Dr.  Stephen  Smith  as 
Commissioner  of  Health  expired  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  1875,  and 
Edward  G.  Janeway,  M.D.,  was  appointed  his  successor.  This 
Board  cheerfully  bears  witness  to  the  ability  and  fidelity  of  the  mem- 
bers who  have  been  relieved  from  their  official  duties  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report.  In  compliance  with  chapter  635, 
Laws  of  1874,  the  Board  organized  in  September  of  that  year  a  Corps 
of  Vaccinators,  consisting  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Inspector  of  Vaccina- 
tion, as  its  chief  officer,  with  eleven  physicians  as  his  assistants,  with 
the  rank  and  title  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors.  No  change  has 
occurred  in  the  organization  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau  and  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics  since  the  last  report. 

Appointments, — In  the  organization  of  the  Vaccinating  Corps 
the  Board  secured  the  services  of  those  best  qualified  by  education 


and  otherwise  to  perform  the  duties  required,  by  an  examination  of 
all  applicants  for  appointment.  Each  candidate  was  required  to 
answer  in  writing,  while  present  at  the  office  of  the  Board,  a  series  of 
questions  relating  to  the  cause,  diagnosis,  care  and  treatment  of 
contagious  diseases,  the  use  of  disinfectants,  and  to  other  sanitary 
subjects  of  like  character.  A  critical  examination  by  the  Committee 
on  Applications  of  the  answers  to  the  questions  proposed,  enabled 
the  Board  to  judge  of  the  respective  qualifications  of  the  candidates, 
and  to  make  its  appointments  in  the  interest  of  the  public  service. 
Few  vacancies  have  occurred  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report  among  the  sanitary  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Department. 
The  Board  has  steadily  adhered  to  the  policy  of  retaining  in  its 
service  officers  and  clerks  of  approved  ability  and  fidelity,  and  of 
making  no  changes  except  for  good  and  sufficient  cause.  In  making 
appointments  to  fill  vacancies  all  applicants  have  been  required  to 
pass  the  usual  examination  as  to  qualifications  for  the  vacant 
position. 

Rules  and  Regulations. — The  rules  and  regulations  governing 
the  Health  Department,  as  adopted  in  1866,  and  as  re-adopted  with 
the  necessary  amendments  by  the  Board  upon  its  reorganization  in 
May,  1873,  have  not  since  been  materially  amended.  In  July,  1874, 
Rule  No.  44,  relating  to  the  opening  of  burial  vaults  between  Novem- 
ber 1st  and  May  ist  of  each  year,  for  the  temporary  deposit  of  the 
dead,  was  amended  so  as  to  empower  the  Sanitary  Superintendent 
and  the  Register  of  Records  to  grant  permits  in  special  cases.  In 
September,  1874,  additional  rules  were  adopted  in  respect  to  the 
examination  of  the  public  registers  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths ; 
fixing  the  fees  for  a  search  and  transcript  of  the  records,  whenever 
such  search  is  made  by  any  officer  or  clerk  of  this  Department ;  estab- 
lishing the  necessary  forms  for  application  for  search  and  transcript, 
and  for  the  collection  of  the  fees  ;  and  finally  a  proper  account  of  all 
moneys  received  from  this  source,  and  the  monthly  payment  of  the 
same  to  the  City  Chamberlain.  In  March,  1875,  Rule  No.  14,  gov- 
erning the  Board  in  respect  to  the  appointment,  transfer  or  removal 
of  officers  and  clerks,  was  amended  and  made  more  stringent,  and 
Rule  No.  86,  providing  for  the  amendment  or  the  adoption  of  any 
rule  or  regulation,  was  so  amended  as  to  require  prior  notice  thereof 
at  a  regular  meeting,  and  not  less  than  three  affirmative  votes. 


The  Sanitary  Code, — The  ordinances  relating  to  the  public 
health,  which  had  been  from  time  to  time  adopted  by  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  city,  and  which  were  collected  and  re-enacted, 
under  the  authority  of  law,  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  in 
1866,  and  which  received  indorsement  and  confirmation  by  the  acts 
of  1870  and  1873,  reorganizing  the  local  government  of  the  City  of 
New  York  and  the  action  of  this  Board,  have  been  duly  enforced 
by  suits  for  penalties  and  by  police  authority.  To  the  Sanitary 
Code,  as  re-adopted  June  2,  1873,  this  Board  has,  by  virtue  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  authority  and  power  conferred  by  law,  added 
some  new  provisions  for  the  security  of  life  and  health,  and  has 
amended  some  sections,  all  of  which  have  been  duly  published,  as 
required  by  law.  On  the  5th  day  of  May,  1874,  amendments  were 
adopted  to  section  65  of  the  Sanitary  Code  relating  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  conveying  offal  and  butchers'  refuse  through  the  public 
streets  ;  to  section  98,  relating  to  dust  from  lime,  ashes,  coal  and 
other  similar  substances,  and  from  certain  business  pursuits  ;  and  to 
section  112,  relating  to  the  storage  or  deposit  of  manure  or  garbage 
within  the  built-up  portions  of  the  city.  On  the  i6th  of  June,  1874, 
section  74,  requiring  the  muzzling  of  dogs  during  the  summer  months, 
was  repealed.  On  the  13th  day  of  October,  1874,  an  additional 
ordinance  (No.  184)  for  the  regulation  and  concentration  of  the 
business  of  slaughtering  animals  was  adopted,  and  section  56  on  the 
same  subject  was  amended  on  the  19th  of  January,  1875.  On  the 
i6th  day  of  July,  1875,  sections  29,  34,  37,  38  and  42,  relating  to  the 
sale  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  vegetables  and  other  articles  of  human  food, 
were  amended.  On  the  20th  day  of  August,  section  121,  relating  to 
contagious  diseases  of  horses,  was  amended,  and  a  new  section  (No. 
185),  requiring  reports  from  veterinary  surgeons,  was  adopted.  On 
the  30th  of  November,  section  100,  relating  to  the  care  of  stables 
and  the  removal  of  stable  manure,  was  amended  by  the  Board. 

Orders  of  the  Board, — ^The  orders  of  this  Board  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  are  issued  upon  the  facts  and  evidence  contained 
in  the  written  reports  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  result  of  personal 
inspections  of  the  premises  complained  of.  Such  reports  are  num- 
bered and  placed  on  file,  and  orders  with  corresponding  numbers,  in 
the  form  required  by  law,  and  applicable  to  each  case,  are  issued  in 
writing,  and  served  upon  the  owners,  lessees  or  tenants  of  the  prem- 


ises.  Whenever  the  orders  of  the  Board  are  not  complied  with,  and 
there  has  been  no  request  for  a  modification  or  suspension  of  the 
order,  or  a  hearing  thereon,  suits  are  at  once  instituted  for  penalties, 
and  this  speedily  secures  the  necessary  compliance,  except  in  a  lim- 
ited number  of  cases.  It  is  rarely  necessary  for  the  Board  to  execute 
its  own  orders,  by  reason  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  owners  or 
lessees  of  the  property;  though  occasionally  nuisances  are  of  so 
aggravated  a  character  that  the  abatement  of  the  same  should  not 
await  the  delays  necessarily  attending  suits  for  penalties. 

During  the  period  covered  by  the  Report,  the  number  of  orders 
issued  by  this  Board  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  was  twenty-nine 
thousand  one  hundred  and  one.  Of  this  number,  ten  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ten  were  issued  under  the  first  subdivision  of  section  14 
of  chapter  74,  Laws  of  1866,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  party  served 
is  allowed  three  days  in  which  to  demand  a  hearing,  by  the  Board,  of 
the  testimony  which  may  be  presented,  to  show  that  the  order  should 
be  modified  or  revoked.  In  cases  where  no  hearing  has  been  asked 
for,  and  the  order  has  not  been  complied  with,  final  orders  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  have  been 
issued,  and  the  Board  has  directed  the  attorney  to  commence  suits  for 
penalties  for  non-compliance  with  such  orders.  All  other  written 
orders,  in  number  eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
have  been  issued  under  the  second  subdivision  of  section  14  of  chap- 
ter 74,  Laws  of  1866,  and  are  of  a  peremptory  character,  requiring 
that  the  nuisance  be  abated  within  five  days  ;  and,  if  not  complied 
with,  the  Attorney  has  been  directed  to  commence  actions  for  penal- 
ties for  non-compliance.  In  a  few  of  the  most  aggravated  cases,  the 
Sanitary  Superintendent  has  been  directed  by  the  Board  to  execute 
the  orders,  but  the  want  of  money  for  that  purpose  has  prevented  the 
Board  from  promptly  executing  many  orders  for  the  abatement  of 
important  nuisances,  and  has  compelled  it  to  resort  to  suits  for  pen- 
alties. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  subjects  of  the  orders  above 
referred  to  : 

Alle3rs,  cleaned,  disinfected,  drained,  graded,  paved,  or  repaired. 

Areas,  cleaned  and  disinfected. 

Ceilings,  cleaned  and  whitewashed. 

Cellars,  cleaned,  dbinfected,  connected  with  sewer,  drained,  filled,  graded,  or  vacated. 


Cesspools,  cleaned,  disinfected,  connected  with  sewer,  covers  made  for,  emptied,  filled,  made, 
or  repaired. 

Cisterns,  covers  made  for,  disinfected,  emptied  and  cleaned,  filled,  or  repaired. 

Drains,  cleaned,  disinfected,  filled,  made,  obstructions  in  removed,  or  repaired. 

Floors,  house,  privy,  or  stable,  repaired  or  relaid. 

Gutters,  house,  sidewalk,  or  street,  cleaned,  obstructions  in  removed,  or  repaired. 

Halls,  cleaned  or  whitewashed. 

Hydrants,  removed  or  repaired. 

Leaders,  connected  with  sewer,  extended,  made,  repaired,  or  obstructions  in  removed. 

Lots,  vacant,  cleaned,  disinfected,  connected  with  sewer,  drained,  filled,  graded,  or  fenced. 

Manure-vaults,  cleaned,  disinfected,  constructed,  covered,  or  repaired. 

Pigs,  removed,  and  pens  cleaned,  disinfected,  or  removed. 

Pipes  (soil  and  water),  cleaned,  extended,  obstructions  in  removed,  repaired,  extended,  or 

trapped. 
Ponds,  drained  or  filled. 

Premises,  cleaned,  disinfected,  connected  with  sewer,  fumigated,  or  repaired. 
Privies,  disinfected,  emptied,  and  cleaned. 

Privy -houses,  altered,  cleaned,  constructed,  removed,  or  repaired. 
Privy-vaults,  connected  with  sewer,  ventilated,  filled,  made,  or  repaired. 
Roofs,  repaired. 

Sewer-pipes,  constructed,  obstructions  in  removed,  repair^,  or  trapped. 
Sidewalks,  cleaned  or  reset. 
Stables,  cleaned  or  removed. 
Stagnant  Water,  removed. 
Urinals  cleaned,  constructed,  or  repaired. 

Water-closets,  cleaned,  disinfected,  connected  with  street  sewer,  constructed,  removed,  or  re- 
paired. 
Walls,  cleaned  and  whitewashed. 
Yards,  cleaned,  disinfected,  drained,  filled,  graded,  paved,  or  repaired. 

Suits  for  Penalties, — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  prose- 
cutions required  in  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  regulations  during 
the  period  of  twenty  months  ending  December  31,  1875  : 

Number  of  actions  commenced 5»2i8 

Classified  as  follows : 

For  non-compliance  with  orders 5j076 

For  violations  of  the  Sanitary  Code 142 

5,218 

Of  this  number  there  are  now  pending 567 

Discontinued  for  all  causes,  the  nuisance  having  been  previously  abated 3i078 

Tried  and  judgment  obtained i»243 

Judgment  of  dismissal  or  non-suit 230 

Nomber  of  actions  brought  against  the  Health  Department 3 

Amount  realized  in  settlement  of  actions  and  paid  into  City  Treasury $15,061.64 


Tenement  Houses  have  been  defined,  in  chapter  908  of  the  Laws 
of  the  State  for  1867,  as  **  houses  occupied  by  more  than  three  fami- 
lies, living  independently,  and  doing  their  cooking  on  the  premises." 
It  is  estimated  that  there  are  24,cxx)  such  houses  in  New  York,  and 
that  they  accommodate  about  one-half  the  population  of  the  city.  It 
is  further  estimated  that  about  two-thirds  the  sickness  and  mortality 
of  the  city  prevails  in  this  half  of  the  population.  There  is  con- 
sequently twice  as  much  sickness  and  twice  as  many  deaths  among 
this  half  as  among  the  other  half  of  the  citizens.  This  Department 
has  always  considered  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  tene- 
ment house  population  one  of  its  most  important  duties,  and  its 
officers  are  constantly  engaged  in  studying  the  special  causes  of  sick- 
ness, and  in  securing  such  modifications  of  the  dwellings  and  their 
surroundings  as  will  diminish  the  excessive  sickness  and  mortality 
which  prevail  in  them.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that 
it  will  never  be  possible  by  any  reforms  to  secure  a  standard  of  health 
in  this  half  of  the  population  equal  to  that  of  the  other  half.  It 
includes  the  people  who  must  of  necessity  be  more  poorly  fed, 
scantily  clothed,  and  badly  housed,  than  those  who  are  more  fortu- 
nately situated  with  regard  to  means,  and  many  of  the  evils  which 
prevail  are  due  to  ignorance  of  all  the  laws  of  hygiene,  and  to  the 
inability  of  the  parents,  from  their  peculiar  occupations,  to  take 
proper  care  of  themselves  or  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  the 
wants  of  their  children.  The  mere  crowding  of  many  families  into 
one  house,  which  is  unavoidable  where  land  is  expensive  as  in  a  large 
city,  is  in  itself  a  fruitful  cause  of  sickness.  Contagious  diseases  are 
easily  communicated,  and  proper  isolation  is  impossible.  Notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  which  surround  the  problem  of  improving  the 
health  of  the  poorer  classes,  an  immense  amount  of  good  has  been 
already  accomplished  by  this  Board,  and  the  tenement  houses  of  to- 
day are  very  different  from  those  which  existed  previous  to  1866, 
when  the  Health  Department  was  first  organized.  Leaky  roofs  have 
been  repaired ;  thousands  of  ventilating  windows  have  been  opened 
into  dark  sleeping  rooms  and  halls  ;  ventilating  shafts  have  been  con- 
structed ;  cellars  have  been  drained  ;  leaky  walls  made  tight ;  waste 
pipes  trapped ;  soil  pipes  ventilated  by  being  extended  through  the 
roofs  ;  yards  have  been  graded,  paved,  and  drained  ;  and  privy  vaults 
have  been  connected  with  the  sewers  and  ventilated  by  shafts  extend- 
ing above  the  roofs  of  the  neighboring  houses.     In  many  cases  houses 


have  been  entirely  reconstructed  under  the  orders  of  this  Board.  In 
general,  it  may  be  said,  that  owners  have  realized  a  better  return 
in  rentals  from  the  improved  health  of  their  tenants  in  consequence  of 
these  betterments,  and  great  benefit  has  resulted  from  the  frequent 
visits  of  the  health  inspectors,  in  the  increased  intelligence  of  the 
tenants  with  regard  to  sanitary  matters.  This  has  also  been  secured 
in  part  by  the  circulation  of  concise  information  in  the  form  of  cards, 
circulars,  and  tracts  on  the  more  common  diseases.  Housekeepers 
are  now  much  more  frequently  provided  by  the  landlords,  and  by 
their  constant  presence  maintain  greater  cleanliness  and  regard  for 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises. 

Some  opposition  is  encountered  from  landlords,  but  generally  the 
Board  has  found  a  cheerful  co-operation  in  this  work  of  improvement. 
The  enormous  value  of  the  tenement  house  property  of  this  city — 
probably  $200,000,000 — the  high  taxes,  and  the  depressed  condi- 
tion of  business,  compel  the  Board  to  make  haste  slowly  in  urging 
radical  and  expensive  changes  in  the  construction  of  the  tene- 
ment houses,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  majority  of  the  existing 
houses,  built  upon  our  city  lots,  25  feet  by  100  feet,  can  be  essentially 
modified  in  their  plan. 

It  is  hoped  that  improved  blocks  of  tenement  houses  will  be 
constructed  on  new  systems,  affording  more  air  and  space  to  each 
occupant. 

The  most  important  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  popula- 
tion will  result  from  dispersion  over  a  wider  area,  which  can,  however, 
only  come  after  rapid  transit  and  cheap  trains  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished to  the  upper  wards  beyond  the  Harlem  river. 

Cellar  Dwellings, — The  inspection  of  the  cellars  of  the  city  used 
as  human  habitations,  and  the  forcible  vacation  of  many  of  them  by 
the  aid  of  the  police,  were  so  thorough  in  1873,  that  the  Board  has 
done  no  fresh  work  in  this  direction.  It  has  been  contented  with 
Keeping  them  unoccupied  as  living  rooms,  and  they  are  now  quite 
generally  used  as  shops,  beds  not  being  permitted  in  them.  During 
the  time  included  in  this  report  recourse  has  not  been  had  to  forcible 
ejectment.  Where  beds  have  been  found  in  cellars  previously  con- 
demned and  vacated,  the  landlord  has  been  sued  for  violation  of  the 
Code,  with  the  natural  result  of  a  peaceful  vacation  by  the  tenant. 

In   some   few   cases,  among   the   better   class   of  cellars,  certain 
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changes  in  construction  have  so  improved  their  sanitary  condftion  as 
to  warrant  the  Board  in  issuing  permits  for  a  certain  number  of  beds. 

Dangerous  Btaidings, — Whenever  it  has  been  certified  to  the 
Board  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  that  any  building  or  part 
thereof  was  unfit  for  human  habitation  by  reason  of  its  being  so  in- 
fected with  disease  as  to  be  Ukely  to  cause  sickness  among  the  occu- 
pants, or  when  by  reason  of  its  want  of  repair  it  has  become  dangerous 
to  life,  such  building  has  been  ordered  to  be  vacated,  or  the  complaint 
has  been  referred  to  the  Department  of  Buildings  for  action.  This 
extreme  measure  has  only  been  resorted  to  in  exceptional  cases. 

House  Drainage^  Sewer  Connections^  PiumMng,  etc, — Some  of  the 
greatest  and  most  frequent  evils  with  which  occupants  of  our  dwelling 
houses  are  afflicted  are  caused  by  imperfect  sewerage  and  defective 
house  drainage,  by  which  sewer  gases  find  constant  admission. 
This  evil  is  not  limited  to  any  class  of  dwellings,  but  is  found  alike  in 
the  plainest  and  most  expensive  ;  nor  is  the  most  elaborate  system  of 
plumbing  any  proof  that  the  work  out  of  sight  has  been  properly 
executed  so  as  to  exclude  poisonous  gases.  An  important  part  of 
the  work  in  this  direction  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  in  the 
detection  of  faults  in  the  plumbing  of  dwellings^  and  much  good  has 
been  accomplished,  though  much  more  still  remains  to  be  done- 
It  is  believed  that  the  larger  proportion  of  the  dwelling  houses  in 
New  York  are  still  defective  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant that  citizens  of  all  classes  should  understand  that  there  is  no 
security  against  the  contamination  of  their  dwellings  by  sewer  gases> 
except  through  the  thorough  examination  and  proper  repair  and 
improvement  of  the  system  of  drainage*  It  is  unfortunate  that  sewer 
gases  are  not  more  offensive  to  the  senses,  as  it  is  only  in  extreme 
cases  that  the  leakage  can  be  detected  by  the  smell.  Owing  to  this 
odorless  impregnation  of  the  atmosphere  with  emanations  from  the 
sewers,  languor^  stupor,  headache,  nausea,  loss  of  appetite,  disturbance 
of  the  bowels,  and  even  low  fevers  caused  by  sewer  gas,  often  make 
their  appearance  in  families  without  arousing  a  suspicion  of  their  true 
cause. 

House  drains  and  waste  pipes,  to  be  safe,  must  at  all  times  be  air 
and  water  tight  and  have  ample  ventilation.  Every  dwelling  should 
have  a  distinct  and   separate   sewer  connection.     This   should   be 


properly  trapped  near  the  street ;  should  be  constructed  of  iron  with 
tight  joints,  or  of  vitrified  earthenware  or  cement  with  tight  joints, 
not  of  common  mortar,  and  the  bed  on  which  the  sewer  rests  should 
be  thoroughly  rammed  to  prevent  subsequent  settling  of  the  pipe. 
The  soil  pipe,  where  it  enters  the  sewer,  should  be  properly  trapped 
and  securely  joined,  and  should  be  made  of  iron  with  well  leaded 
joints.  The  waste  pipes  from  the  basins,  water-closets,  sinks  and  bath 
tubs  should  be  well  trapped.  The  soil  pipe  should  be  extended 
through  the  roof,  of  undiminished  diameter,  to  secure  constant  ventila- 
tion, and  preventing  siphoning.  Specially  objectionable  are  the  old- 
fashioned  brick  drains  and  leaden  soil  pipes. 

Disinfection  of  Privies  has  been  performed  by  the  Disinfecting 
Corps  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  found  to  be  much  cheaper 
for  this  Board  to  disinfect  the  tenement  house  privies  at  the  public 
expense  than  to  compel  the  landlords  to  perform  the  work.  Half  a 
gallon  of  dead  oil  and  an  equal  quantity  of  a  strong  solution  of  cop- 
peras, or  of  the  refuse  solution  of  sulphate  and  chloride  of  zinc  from 
the  factories  in  which  tin-plate  scrap  is  detinned,  is  found  to  be  a 
sufficient  disinfectant  for  an  ordinary  privy.  The  cost  of  material  is 
about  eight  cents,  and  the  cost  of  distribution  about  as  much  more. 
In  1874,  21,820,  and  1875,  50,650  disinfections  and  redisinfections 
were  performed  by  the  Corps. 

Disinfection  of  Yards  and  Cellars  was  also  prosecuted  wherever 
it  was  found  necessary.  In  1874  there  were  2,777  yards  and  1,362 
cellars  disinfected,  and  in  1875,  5,907  yards  and  2,685  cellars. 

Scavenging, — The  removal  of  night-soil  from  the  privies  of  the 
city,  and  its  transportation  to  the  boats  furnished  for  its  reception  by 
this  Department,  was  formerly  a  source  of  the  greatest  annoyance  to 
citizens.  Nothwithstanding  the  free  use  of  water  and  the  use  of 
improved  water-closets  in  the  better  class  of  houses,  the  exigencies  of 
our  tenement  house  system  demand  the  continued  use  of  the  privy 
vault,  and  there  are  probably  more  than  thirty  thousand  vaults  still  in 
the  city.  The  invention  of  various  improved  forms  of  apparatus,  con- 
sisting of  air-tight  tanks,  pumps,  etc.,  has  led  to  a  revolution  in  the 
system  of  scavenging,  and  in  many  cities  the  old  system,  which  involved 
the  emptying  of  privy  vaults  by  means  of  tubs  and  rude  carts  in  the 
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darkness  of  the  night,  has  been  entirely  superseded.  Boston,  Balti- 
more, Washington,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  and  many  other  cities, 
have,  for  several  years,  had  the  advantage  of  these  improvements. 

When  the  effort  was  first  made  by  this  Board  to  secure  their  intro- 
duction in  this  city,  great  opposition  was  encountered  from  the 
scavengers,  who  claimed  that  the  improvements  were  in  the  hands  of 
monopolists.  As  a  result  of  this  opposition  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  in  April,  1873,  passed  an  act  giving  to  the  Mayor  the  power  to 
license  scavengers,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  business.  The  Board  of  Health  was,  however,  still 
empowered  to  grant  or  refuse  permits  in  each  case  for  the  emptying 
of  the  privies. 

By  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  Mayor,  and  by  the  application 
of  steady  pressure  on  the  scavengers,  the  use  of  the  improved 
apparatus  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  secured.  This  improvement  will  be 
accomplished  without  inflicting  any  serious  inconvenience  upon  the 
scavengers,  who  will  provide  themselves  with  some  one  of  the 
improved  forms  of  apparatus,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Board.  So  great  is  this  improvement  in  the 
method  of  scavenging,  that  when  it  is  adopted  it  is  conducted  by  day- 
light, even  in  the  most  crowded  thoroughfare,  without  producing 
annoyance  or  even  attracting  the  attention  of  passers-by. 

The  Removal  of  Night-soil  from  the  city  has  been  efficiently  per- 
formed, under  a  contract,  by  means  of  scows  towed  by  steam  beyond 
the  city  limits. 

By  contracting  for  five  years'  service  the  Board  has  secured  the 
performance  of  this  work  at  a  much  lower  price  than  ever  before. 

The  Removal  of  Dead  Animals  and  Offal, — This  work  is  now 
performed  under  the  same  contract  as  the  removal  of  night-soil. 

The  dead  animals  are  gathered  in  covered  wagons  and  carried, 
together  with  the  offal  from  the  slaughter-houses,  to  the  dock  at  the 
foot  of  West  Thirty-eighth  street,  and  thence  conveyed  daily  to 
Barren  Island.  This  system  avoids  the  nuisance  which  formerly 
resulted  from  the  rendering  of  these  animals  at  the  foot  of  West 
Thirty-eighth  street 

The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  receipts  at  the  offal 
dock  for  the  twenty  months  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875  : 
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Number  of  dead  horses  received  at  Offal  Dock 7,962 

Number  of  dead  cats  and  dogs  received  at  Offal  Dock 24,420 
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75 

95 

46 
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Street  Cleaning, — By  chapter  667,  Laws  of  1872,  and  by  chapter 
335,  Laws  of  1873,  the  duty  of  cleaning  and  keeping  clean  the  streets, 
avenues,  public  places,  alleys,  lanes,  gutters,  wharfs,  piers  and  heads 
of  slips  in  this  city  devolved  upon  the  Police  Department,  which  has 
therein  full  and  exclusive  power  and  authority.  To  the  same  depart- 
ment belongs  the  duty  of  collecting  the  ashes  and  garbage,  and  the 
Bureau  of  Street  Cleaning  of  the  Police  Department  is  charged  with 
the  work.  Ordinances  of  the  Sanitary  Code  upon  the  subject,  which 
are  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  health,  cannot  be  enforced  except 
by  the  active  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Boards  of  Health  and 
Police,  and  relief  is  practically  impossible  from  evils  which  have 
been  long  felt,  so  long  as  ashes  and  garbage  cannot  be  collected 
separately,  and  whilst  the  sweepings  and  refuse  of  stores  and  houses 
are  allowed  to  be  thrown  into  the  streets  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night. 

The  condition  of  the  pavement  in  many  of  the  streets  renders 
thorough  work  more  difficult,  but  that  the  system  and  method  now  in 
use  might  be  materially  improved,  there  can  be  no  question.  Regular 
inspections  upon  the  streets  in  their  respective  districts  have  been 
constantly  required  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  abstracts  there- 
from have  from  time  to  time  been  officially  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ments of  Police  and  of  Public  Works. 
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Disinfection  of  Street  Gutters  has  been  performed  during  the 
summer  months  whenever  it  seemed  necessary,  a  special  disinfecting 
corps  being  organized  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  street  gutters 
and  privies. 

During  the  summer  of  1874,  2,5675^^  miles  of  street  gutters,  and  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1 875,  i  ,645  J^  miles  of  street  gutters  were  disinfected 
with  carbolic  acid,  and  either  sulphate  of  iron  or  the  refuse  of  sulphate 
and  chloride  of  zinc. 

The  Disposal  of  Street  Sweepings,  Ashes,  and  Garbage, — Intimately 
connected  with  the  subject  of  street  cleaning  is  the  disposal  of  the 
material  collected.  The  amount  of  material  is  enormous  :  1,031,194 
loads  in  the  year  1875.  It  consists  of  three  distinct  classes  of  refuse 
— street  sweepings,  ashes,  and  garbage. 

Street  Sweepings  consist  of  fine  sand  mixed  with  more  or  less  horse 
manure.  The  quantity  of  the  latter  is  generally  small,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  analyses  made  by  the  Chemist  to  the  Board  : 

TMe  of  Anafyses  of  Street  Dirt  takm  in  New  York  City, 
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Sixth  avenue,  at  Thirty-«ixth  street. . . 
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From  the  preceding  analyses  it  is  apparent  that  the  amount  of 
manure  contained  in  the  street  sweepings  is  not  sufficient  to  interfere 
with  their  use  for  filling  sunken  lots,  and  the  idea  that  they  are  suf- 
ficiently rich  in  fertilizing  material  to  have  a  pecuniary  value  is  not 
sustained. 

Ashes,  when  free  from  garbage,  are  entirely  unobjectionable  for 
filling,  and  are  worthless  as  a  fertilizer. 

Garbage,  when  properly  separated  from  ashes  and  street  sweepings, 
is  of  material  value,  and  it  is  believed  some  considerable  portion  of 
the  expense  of  its  collection  would  be  covered  by  its  sale. 

While  the  above  is  true  of  these  three  forms  of  city  refuse,  when 
they  are  collected  separately,  the  case  is  quite  different  when,  as  at 
present,  they  are  mixed.  They  then  no  longer  possess  any  pecuni- 
ary value,  except  for  filling  sunken  lots  ;  but  for  this  purpose  they  are 
only  available  for  bulkheads  and  piers,  or  for  localities  remote  from 
dwellings.  It  would  never  be  proper  to  use  such  material  for  making 
land  which  is  to  be  soon  occupied  by  dwelling  houses.  The  process 
of  putrefaction  and  decomposition  is  a  slow  one,  and  it  would  not  be 
safe,  for  a  few  years  at  least,  to  build  upon  land  made  of  such  mate- 
rial. When  used  for  filling  the  process  will  be  necessarily  offensive 
while  it  is  going  on,  unless  disinfectants  are  freely  used  or  the  mate- 
rial is  speedily  covered  with  several  feet  of  good  earth  or  gravel. 

It  would  seem  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives.  .  Either  the 
different  kinds  of  city  refuse  must  be  collected  separately,  when  the 
street  sweepings  and  ashes  may  be  used  for  filling  and  the  garbage 
sold,  or,  if  not  separated,  the  mixed  refuse  must  be  carried  beyond 
the  city  limits. 

Harlem  Flats, — ^This  peculiar  district  of  the  city  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  constant  solicitude  and  action  on  the  part  of  the  successive 
Boards  of  Health.  As  the  name  indicates,  this  district  consisted 
originally  of  low  lands  partly  under  water  at  high  tide,  intersected  at 
several  points  by  estuaries  and  creeks.  The  Flats  extend  from  Nine- 
ty-second street  north  for  a  mile  or  more,  and  from  the  East  river, 
as  far  west,  at  some  points,  as  Fifth  avenue.  The  extension  by  high 
causeways  of  Madison,  Fourth,  Lexington,  Third,  Second,  and  First 
avenues,  and  of  the  cross  streets,  resulted  in  the  damming  of  the  tide- 
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waters  and  estuaries  and  the  production  of  stagnant  ponds.  The 
ponds  often  covered  entire  blocks  and  were  in  some  cases  five  or  six 
feet  deep. 

This  evil  was  aggravated  by  the  use  of  filling  on  the  streets,  and 
also  on  some  of  the  blocks,  which  was  more  or  less  contaminated 
by  garbage  and  other  refuse.  The  following  extracts  from  a  report 
made  by  Dr.  Moreau  Morris,  City  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  last 
Board  of  Health,  and  dated  May  lO,  1872,  will  sufficiently  indicate 
the  condition  of  this  region  before  the  present  Board  of  Health  was 
appointed. 


Bureau  of  Sanitary  Inspection, 

Health  Department,  New  York  CitYj 
May  10,  1872. 
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Co/.  Emmons  Clark,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Health : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  dated  8th  instant,  as  follows: 
Resolved^  That   the  City  Sanitary  Inspector   be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  inspect  the 
grounds  situated  between  Ninetieth  street  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street,  East  river,  and 
to  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  same  on  Friday,  at  2  o* clock  P.  M.,  and  to  recommend 
the  necessary  measures  to  abate  any  nuisance  found  to  exist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  Health  Commissioner  Magnus 
Gross,  an  inspection  was  made  on  the  9th  instant.  It  was  found  that  Mr.  James  L.  Brown, 
the  street  cleaning  contractor,  was  filling  in  upon  the  marshes  lying  east  of  Second  avenue  from 
Ninety-sixth  street  to  Ninety-ninth  street,  with  street  dirt,  cellar  excavations,  and  building 
refuse.  From  Ninety-fifth  street  to  Ninety-sixth  street  had  been  filled  in  with  the  same  kind 
of  material  during  the  years  1870  and  187 1,  and  was  completed.  No  filling  or  depositing  of 
any  kind  of  material  has  been  or  was  being  made  above  Ninety-ninth  street,  except  that  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth  street  had  been  filled  in  from  the  East  river  to  Second  avenue,  one 
year  ago,  with  apparently  the  same  kind  of  material.  At  the  time  of  our  inspection  there 
were  seven  or  eight  scows  being  unloaded,  and  the  contents,  consisting  of  the  material  before 
described,  was  being  carted  to  different  parts  of  the  salt  marsh  included  between  Ninety- 
sixth  and  Ninety-ninth  streets,  east  of  Second  avenue.  This  material  was  carefully  observed, 
and  although  there  was  some  offensive  odor  arising  therefrom,  it  did  not  appear  worse  than 
that  produced  by  collecting  and  carting  the  same  material  as  it  is  taken  from  the  streets. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  much  more  offensive  odor  proceeding  from  the  untouched  marshy 
land  lying  adjacent  to  and  within  the  limits  of  the  filling. 

The  process  of  removal  from  the  boats  and  dumping  it  from  the  carts,  by  stirring  and 
handling  this  rubbbh  and  refuse,  seemed  to  cause  the  greater  part  of  the  offense,  as  it  was 
during  this  process  that  the  confined  gases  escaped. 

There  appeared  to  be  but  the  smallest  quantity  of  garbage  intermixed  with  the  mass. 
Several  boat  loads  of  good  loam  were  also  being  unloaded,  and  used  to  mix  with  and  cover 
the  street  dirt  as  it  was  dumped.  Proceeding  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  street,  it  was 
found  to  have  been  filled  in  with  good  earth  entirely,  free  from  any  admixture  with  street  dirt. 
Lying  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street,  there  is  a 
low  salt  marsh  in  which  no  filling  had  been  made  of  any  kind,  and  about  which  there  appeared 
to  be  quite  as  offensive  odors  as  from  the  filled-in  lands  or  marshes  below ;  and  lying  between 
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Second  and  Third  avenues,  from  Ninety-third  to  One  Hundredth  street,  there  is  also  another 
extensive  marsh  meadow  through  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  at  times,  covering  the  whole 
surface  of  the  ground,  and  into  which  much  sewage  flows  from  the  houses  westerly  of  Third 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MOREAU  MORRIS,  M.  D., 

City  Sanitary  Inspector, 

The  peculiarly  objectionable  features  of  this  region  are  due,  in 
part,  to  the  natural  condition  of  the  ground,  and  in  part  to  the  want 
of  a  comprehensive  plan  of  improvement. 

In  the  autumn  of  1872,  Sanitary  Inspector  Viele,  then  and  now  in 
charge  of  this  district,  recommended  a  plan  for  checking  the  overflow 
of  these  lands,  and  filling  the  stagnant  ponds,  and  then  converting 
the  entire  region  into  available  and  healthy  building  lots.     The  plan 
involved  the  filling  of  the  whole  section  with  earth,  commencing  at 
Fifth  avenue,  and  continuing  a  uniform  grade  till  the  whole  surface 
was  raised  several  feet  above  high-water  mark,  thus  crowding  out  the 
water,  and  reclaiming  the  entire  district.     In  addition  to  filling,  the 
plan  required  a  comprehensive  system  of  drains  to  remove  the  water 
of  springs,  and  take  the  place  of  the  old  water-courses  extinguished 
by  the  filling.     Had  it  been  possible  to  carry  out  this  plan,  the  sub- 
ject of**  Harlem  Flats  "  would  long  ago  have  ceased  to  possess  any 
importance. 

During  the  year  1873  considerable  areas  in  this  region  were  filled. 
The  Board  encouraged  this  filling,  but  at  the  same  time  exercised  a 
supervision  over  the  character  of  the  material  employed,  as  far  as  it 
was  possible  with  its  limited  number  of  inspectors.  The  natural  and 
exposed  surfaces  of  these  tidal  lands  were  so  offensive,  and  the  ema- 
nations arising  from  them  so  deleterious,  that  hardly  any  material 
used  as  filling  could  render  them  any  more  obnoxious  to  the  public. 
There  appeared,  therefore,  to  be  no  objection  to  the  use  of  ashes, 
street  sweepings  and  cellar-earth  for  filling  these  lands  ;  but,  in  col- 
lecting this  material,  it  is  impossible  to  entirely  exclude  garbage,  and 
the  supervision  exercised  by  this  Board  was  directed  to  the  exclusion, 
as  far  as  possible,  of  this  kind  of  refuse.  Had  the  Board  insisted  upon 
the  use  of  pure  earth  only,  the  filling  of  the  region  would  have 
become  practically  impossible. 
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From  time  to  time  the  contractors  were  detected  in  the  use  of 
objectionable  material.  In  such  cases  they  were  required  to  use  dis- 
infectants freely,  and  were  at  once  directed  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
the  offensive  filling.  The  height  of  the  avenues  and  cross  streets 
above  these  tidal  lands  rendered  it  possible  to  deposit  the  material 
collected  in  the  streets  (which,  in  the  winter  months,  has  little  garbage) 
below  the  sewer-level  without  detriment  to  health.  In  this  location 
it  would  not  be  reached  in  making  future  excavations  for  cellars. 

During  the  winter  of  1873-4  the  filling  in  this  region  progressed 
rapidly,  and  the  contractors,  as  well  as  private  parties,  became  very 
careless  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  the  proper  material.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1874,  this  Board  was  compelled  to  take  very  vigorous  action  in 
order  to  prevent  the  use  of  objectionable  matter.  The  attention  of 
the  Police  Department  was  called  to  the  action  of  its  agents,  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  was  urged  to  restrain  its  contractors,  and 
private  parties  were  forbidden  to  use  refuse  contaminated  with  garbage, 
in  this  region. 

The  following  correspondence  indicates  the  character  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  at  this  time : 

Health  Department,  No.  301  Mott  Street,  ) 
New  York,  February  3,  1874.        ) 

Hon.  Henry  Smith,  President  Police  Department : 

Sir— At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health,  held  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1874,  the 
complaints  presented  by  citizens  residing  near  that  portion  of  the  city  lying  between  Ninety- 
fifth  and  Ninety-eighth  streets,  east  of  Second  avenue,  in  regard  to  the  dumping  of  ashes, 
garbage  and  street  refuse  upon  the  low  lands  included  within  the  boundaries  above  stated, 
were  referred  to  me,  with  power  to  take  such  action  as  seemed  proper.  Having  personally 
inspected  the  district  mentioned,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  material  now  being  deposited 
there  should  not  remain  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  I  respectfully  request  that  the  dumpbg 
of  such  material  may  be  discontinued  forthwith,  and  hereby  notify  you  that  all  authority  so  to 
do   accorded  by  this  Board  is  hereby  revoked. 

Very  truly  yours,  etc. , 

C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

President, 

Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health,  February  10,  1874  : 

Whereas^  It  is  represented  to  this  Board  that  ashes,  garbage  and  street  filth  are  being 
dumped  upon  the  lots  within  the  city  limits ;  and, 

Whereas^  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  such  dumping  is  dangerous  to  life  and  detrimental 
to  health ; 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Police  be  respectfully  requested  and  ordered  forthwith  to  dis- 
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coniinue  the  dumping  of  ashes,  garbage  and  street  filth  within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  New 
York, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Police  be  requested  to  cause  the  arrest  of  all  persons  dumping 
ashes,  garbage  and  street  filth  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  without  a  special  written  permit 
so  to  do  from  this  Board,  save  and  excepting  in  cases  where  the  ashes  are  absolutely  clean, 

inoffensive,  and  not  mixed  with  other  materiaL 

♦  •  «  «  « 

Resolved ^  That  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  be  respectfully  called  to 
the  fact  that  contractors  for  work  under  said  Department,  between  Ninety- fifth  and  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth  streets,  Fifth  avenue  and  East  river,  are  using  street  sweepings  and  garb' 
age  as  filling,  in  violation  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  as  well  as  the  terms  of  their  contract  with 
said  Department. 

On  the  15th  of  February  the  following  communication  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  Public  Works  : 
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Department  of  Public  Works, 
Commissioner's  Office,  Room  19,  City  Hall, 
New  York,  February  14,  1874. 
To  the  Health  Department  : 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  nth  inst.,  transmitting  a  res- 
olution of  your  Honorable  Board,  calling  the  attention  of  this  Department  **to  the  fact  that 
contractors  for  work  under  said  department,  between  Ninetieth  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth 
streets,  Fifth  avenue  and  East  river,  are  using  street  sweepings  and  garbage  as  filling,  in 
violation  of  the  Sanitary  Code  as  well  as  the  terms  of  their  contracts  with  said  Department. 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  works  now  in  progress  in  that  district,  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  this  Department,  I  find  that  in  no  instance  are  the  contractors  allowed  to  use  other 
material  for  filling  than  that  allowed  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Sanitary  Code. 

The  works  now  in  progress  in  that  district  are  as  follows  : 

Relating,  grading,  etc..  Ninety-sixth  street,  from  Second  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Regulating,  grading,  etc. ,  Madison  avenue,  from  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  to  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifth  street. 

Constructing  underground  drains  between  Ninety- second  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
streets.  Third  avenue  and  Harlem  river. 

Under  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  underground  drains,  the  sunken  lots  on  the 
line  of  the  same  are  being  filled  in,  and  section  9  of  such  contract  permits  the  use  of  "coal 
ashes  perfectly  free  from  all  garbage  or  other  impurities."  The  utmost  vigilance  is  exacted 
from  the  inspectors  and  engineers  in  charge  of  the  work,  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  terms 
of  the  contract.  The  inclosed  diagram  shows  the  area  and  location  of  the  ground  being  filled 
in  under  this  contract. 

Private  parties,  in  no  way  connected  with  this  Department,  are  depositing  street  sweepings 
and  garbage  on  the  blocks  lying  between  Ninety-fifth  and  One  Hundredth  streets,  Second 
avenue  and  Harlem  river,  but  this  being  private  ground,  this  Department  has  no  control  over 
it,  and  no  authority  to  stop  the  filling. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE   M.  VAN  NORT, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
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From  time  to  time  orders  were  issued  upon  private  parties,  direct- 
ing the  filling  of  special  lots  or  blocks  of  land,  as  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. In  June,  1874,  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  was  again  called  to  the  subject,  and  the  importance  was  urged 
upon  this  Department  of  causing  the  contractors  to  fill  from  the  west 
towards  the  east,  and  not  in  the  opposite  direction,  as,  by  the  latter 
plan  the  water  became  ponded  and  stagnant.  July  20,  1874,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  was  specially  called  to  the 
district  west  of  Fourth  avenue,  between  Ninety-sixth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  streets.  This  district  was  described  as  a  typical 
malarious  locality,  and  its  immediate  drainage  was  strongly  urged 
upon  that  department. 

As  the  work  of  properly  filling  and  draining  this  district  did  not  pro- 
gress with  rapidity,  or  in  the  manner  considered  necessary  by  this  Board, 
in  the  spring  of  1875,  additional  certificates  of  drainage  were  forwarded 
to  the  Department  ot  Public  Works,  and  special  orders  were  issued 
upon  private  parties,  directing  the  filling  of  single  lots  and  blocks  of 
land.  At  the  same  time  the  aid  of  the  Police  was  invoked  to  prevent 
private  parties,  as  well  as  contractors,  from  using  offensive  material 
in  the  filling.  To  afford  temporary  relief,  the  Board  decided  to  adopt 
an  extensive  system  of  disinfection  in  this  region,  and  under  the 
Sanitary  Superintendent  and  Disinfecting  Corps,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  additional  laborers  and  extra  carts,  distributed — 

8,986  gallons  of  dead  oil. 
4,725  gallons  of  iron  liquor. 
20  gallons  carbolic  acid. 
25  pounds  of  saw-dust,  as  an  absorbent,  in  this  region,  at  a  cost 

For  material $1,219  18 

For  labor  and  horse-hire 706  55 

Making  a  total  expense  of $1 ,925  73 

On  June  i,  the  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Department  of  Police  : 


Police  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  ) 
300  Mulberry  Street,  > 

New  York,  May  28,  1875.      ) 
Colonel  Emmons  Clark,  Secretary: 

Sir— At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Police  held  this  day,  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolutions  were  adopted : 

Wherects^  The  Board  of  Police  have,  under  the  Laws  of  the  State,  the  right  and  power 
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to  deposit  such  portions  of  the  dirt  and  ashes  collected  by  the  Bureau  of  Street  Cleaning,  as 
may  be  suitable  and  requisite  for  filling  in  low  and  sunken  lots,  and  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Health.     Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  express  its  judgment 
forthwith,  and  also,  from  time  to  time,  and  communicate  the  same  to  this  Board,  as  to  the 
suitability  of  the  material  that  is  now  being  or  may  be  delivered  by  the  Street  Cleaning 
Bureau,  and  made  use  of  for  the  filling  in  of  low  and  sunken  lots  in  this  city. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  communicate  what 
measures,  in  its  opinion,  if  any,  in  addition  to  those  now  made  use  of,  are  requisite  and 
necessary  to  be  taken  by  the  Board  of  Police,  to  render  the  material  gathered  by  the  Street 
Cleaning  Bureau,  and  now  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  filling  low  and  sunken  lots  in  the 
apper  part  of  the  city,  neither  dangerous  to  life  nor  detrimental  to  health. 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 
(A  true  copy.)  Chief  Clerk. 

This  communication  was  referred  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
the  following  report  was  presented  on  June  8th : 

Health  Department,  | 
June  8.  1875.  f 

The  Sanitary  Committee,  to  whom  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Police  asking  for  instructions  about  the  propriety  of  using  certain  materials 
collected  in  the  city  for  filling  in  sunken  lots,  would  report : 

That  those  lands  which  it  is  proposed  to  fill  in,  have  been  under  the  constant  observa- 
tion of  ihe  Board  of  Health.  That  according  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
district,  those  which  are  now  filled  in  were  formerly  lands  sunken  below  high- water  mark, 
receiving  the  deposits  from  high  tides,  which,  when  the  water  was  low,  caused  a  dangerous 
effluvia  to  arise,  and  that  with  the  increased  growth  of  the  city  from  below  and  above,  threat- 
ened soon  to  become  the  site  of  serious  danger  to  the  public  health.  As  the  works  connected 
with  the  growth  of  the  city  were  carried  on,  and  the  streets  were  laid  out,  water  became 
shut  in  and  stagnant.  Under  these  conditions,  the  Board  urged  the  filling  of  those  low  lands 
as  a  matter  of  necessity  for  the  public  health. 

At  the  present  time  reports  are  being  circulated  that  these  lands  which  have  been  filled 
in  are  the  source  of  offensive  effluvia,  and  are  dangerous  to  life.  Your  Committee  have  made 
several  visits  to  the  lands  in  question,  with  a  view  of  determining  whence  the  odors  come  which 
are  soarce  of  annoyance.  Oa  going  over  the  ground  very  carefully,  east  of  Second  avenue, 
they  could  perceive  no  odor  emanating  from  the  ground,  save  in  a  small  portion  near  the  gas 
house,  which  has  not  been  filled  in  as  yet,  and  which  is  still  covered  with  water.  West  of 
Second  avenue,  between  it  and  Third,  and  from  Ninety-ninth  street  to  One  Hundred  and 
Third  street,  there  is  an  odor  from  the  ground,  which  is  partially  covered  with  water,  or  damp, 
and  has  small  streams  emptying  in  it  which  come  from  the  high  ground  west  of  Third  avenue. 
This  water  serves  to  keep  the  ground  moist,  and  it  is  also  probable  that  the  tidal  water,  to  a 
certain  extent,  moistens  the  ground  ;  in  this  ground,  according  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  a 
stone  drain  was  ordered  ;  but  only  op^n  drains,  which  fail  to  convey  off  the  water,  have  been 
foTined.  This  ground  needs  covering  with  more  earth,  and  the  drain  which  was  previously 
ordered  should  be  constructed.     Another  nuisance  in  this  locality,  and  one  which  needs  to  be 
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abated,  is  a  row  of  houses  or  shanties  inhabited  by  laborers,  situated  on  Third  avenue,  in 
front  from  One'  Hundred  and  Sixth  to  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets,  but  in  the  rear 
overhanging  an  inlet  of  the  river,  whose' murky  water  smells  very  strongly  ;  the  water-closets 
of  these  shanties^discharge  their  contents  into  this  inlet,  and  the  boards  are  filthy,  and  extend- 
ing low  down  appear  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  excrement  at  high  tide.  Considerable 
odor  emanated  from  this  nest ;  the  water  of  this  inlet  also  receives  a  short  sewer  from  Third 
avenue,  and  from  these  causes  and  the  drainage  of  some  stables  on  its  banks,  its  water  has  a 
very  offensive  odor ;  at  low  tide  the  offensive  nature  of  the  place  is  said  to  be  still  greater. 

West  of  Third  avenue  there  is  a  pond  of  water  which  was  formerly  a  part  of  this  inlet, 
and  which  now  is  formed  partly  by  being  shut  off,  partly  by  percolation  from  the  inlet.  This 
water  b  dark  and  offensive ;  a  similar  pool  of  water  exists  between  Fourth  and  Madison 
avenues.  At  the  site  of  One  Himdred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  streets 
another  is  formed,  at  the  point  of  proposed  opening  of  Lexington  avenue  at  One  Hundred 
and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  Lexington  avenue,  if  continued,  would  cross 
and  cut  off  the  pond  at  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  to  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets. 

Beside  the  above  causes  for  the  odor  complained  of,  on  two  visits  there  was  an  odor  com- 
ing from  the  boats  and  carts  conveying  the  material  for  filling  in,  due  in  p2iit  to  carbolate  of 
lime  used  for  disinfection,  and  partly  to  the  material  itself. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  last  visit,  neither  boats  nor  carts  were  present  on  the  ground,  and 
the  only  odors  perceptible  were  due  to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  viz.  : 

1st.  The  water  in  those  places  not  yet  filled  in,  a  considerable  part  of  which  belongs  to 
street  extensions,  and  of  the  inlet. 

2d.  The  shanties  on  Third  avenue  at  One  Himdred  and  Sixth  to  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  streets. 

3d.  The  piece  of  ground  between  Ninety -ninth  street  and  One  Hundred  and  Third  street. 

4th.  And  an  odor,  perceptible  only  for  a  very  short  distance,  from  the  boats  receiving 
manure  at  the  foot  of  Ninety-fifth  street  and  the  night-soil  boat. 

Of  these  odors  the  one  which  was  the  most  perceptible,  and  which  undoubtedly  is  the  most 
dangerous  to  the  life  and  health  of  the  neighborhood,  is  that  one  coming  from  the  stagnant 
pools  of  water  in  the  tmfilled  portions,  from  the  banks  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  inlet,  and 
from  the  privies  of  the  laborers'  shanties.  Your  Conomittee  would  fear  an  outbreak  of 
typhoid  fever  from  this  cause. 

In  order  to  meet  this,  they  would  urge  on  the  Department  of  Public  Works  the  necessity 
of  completing  the  work  of  street  extension  and  the  sewerage  of  this  district.  They  would  also 
advise  the  temporary  dbinfection  of  these  stagnant  ponds  by  the  use  of  carbolic  acid,  a  measure 
which  they  recognize  as  but  a  temporary  shift,  needing  frequent  renewal,  and  costly  if  continued, 
because  delaying  the  better  means  of  filling  in  this  land,  and  thus  crowding  out  this  fetid  water 
and  properly  draining  it.  They  advise,  in  addition,  that  the  proprietors  and  tenants  of  the 
shanties  mentioned  be  ordered  to  clean  these  places,  and  that  the  privies  be  so  reconstructed 
as  to  prevent  the  nuisance  they  now  occasion,  or  if  this  be  found  impracticable  that  they  be 
closed.  If  any  of  the  lands  covered  with  stagnant  water  cannot  be  filled  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  they  advise  that  the  proper  parties  to  do  the .  work  be  discovered  and 
ordered  to  fill  them. 

With  reference  to  the  land  extending  from  Second  to  Third  avenue,  and  Ninety-ninth  to 
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One  Hundred  and  Third  street,  your  Committee  think  that  it  should  be  covered  with  fresh 
earth  to  a  higher  level,  and  properly  drained. 

They  would  advise  that  the  engineer  be  called  on  to  report  as  to  what  amount  of  earth  is 
needed,  and  to  decide  on  the  position  of  drains  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Finally,  they  would  report  that  they  consider  that  the  only  material  to  be  used  in  filling 
should  be  either  clean  ashes  or  fresh  earth  and  stones. 

E.  G.  JANEWAY, 

Chairman, 

On  the  receipt  of  this  report  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted 
by  the  Bpard  June  8,  1875  : 

Whereas^  The  district  of  the  city  between  Ninety-first  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth 
streets.  Fifth  avenue  and  East  river,  is  and  has  been  for  several  years  in  a  condition  danger- 
ous to  life  and  detrimental  to  the  public  health,  as  appears  from  the  records  of  this  Depart- 
ment; and 

Whereas^  This  condition  is  due  co  the  fact  that,  in  reclaiming  the  tidal  land  by  filling,  the 
surface  has  not  been  brought  to  a  proper  and  uniform  level,  considerable  areas,  have  not  been 
covered  at  all,  and  are  consequently  occupied  by  large  pools  of  stagnant  water,  into  one  of 
which  a  sewer  empties  its  contents,  while  the  other  areas,  often  mcluding  many  blocks,  are 
so  low  as  to  be  constantly  saturated  with  water,  and  offensive ;  and 

Whereas^  No  effective  system  of  drainage  has  been  adopted  in  this  district,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  water-courses  which  have  been  completely  obstructed ;  and. 

Whereas^  The  only  remedies  which  are  available  to  correct  the  dangerous  condition  of 
this  district  are  filling  and  draining  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  Public  Works  be  and  is  hereby  respectfully  requested 
to  complete,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  extension  of  Lexington  avenue,  Madison  avenue, 
First  avenue,  and  the  intersecting  cross  streets,  to  cause  the  stagnant  pools  to  be  filled,  to 
put  at  least  two  feet  of  good  earth  upon  the  surface  of  the  district  between  Ninety-third  and 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  east  of  Third  avenue,  and  to  establish  a  comprehensive 
sjrstem  of  drainage  independent  of  and  in  addition  to  the  sewers,  all  in  accordance  with 
the  certificates  requiring  the  drainage  of  such  portion  of  the  city  by  and  under  the  direction 
of  said  Department,  heretofore  made  and  forwarded  in  the  year  1873,  and  again  in 
May  last  by  this  Board,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  566  of  the  Laws 
of  X871. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  there  is  no  material  save  fresh  earth  better 
adapted  for  filling  these  sunken  areas  than  clean  coal  ashes,  and  that  the  Board  of  Police  be 
respectfully  requested  to  collect  these  ashes  free  from  garbage  and  street  sweepings,  and  send 
the  same  to  thb  district. 

Resolved^  That  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  all  the 
stagnant  j>ools  and  sunken  areas  to  be  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  to  repeat  such  disinfection 
as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  and  that  he  be  also  directed  to  inspect  the  privies  of  the  houses 
on  the  east  side  of  Third  avenue,  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  streets,  and  cause  them  to  be  cleaned  and  disinfected,  and,  if  necessary,   to  take  the 
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proper  steps  to  cause  said  houses  to  be  vacated,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  place  an  inspector 
in  the  district,  with  orders  to  prevent  the  dumping  of  any  material  save  fresh  earth  and  clean 
ashes. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  be  requested  to 
confer  with  the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  upon  the  importance  of  im- 
mediate action  for  the  relief  and  improvement  of  this  district. 

Several  conferences  were  held  between  the  Mayor,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  and  the  Health  Commissioners,  resulting  in 
the  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  ordinances  authorizing 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  immediately  execute  the  proper 
improvements,  as  shown  by  the  following  communication  from  the 
Mayor  : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
New  York,  June  lo,  1875.         J 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  from  the  President  of  the  Health  Department,  together  with  copies  of  several 
proposed  ordinances,  which  I  submit  for  your  consideration,  and  recommend  that  you  take 
prompt  action  upon  the  same. 

WM.  H.   WICKHAM, 

Mayor, 

Department  of  Public  Works,  ) 

Commissioner's  Office,  Room  No.  19,  City  Hall,  > 
New  York,  June  10,  1875.  ) 

Hon,  William  H.  Wickham, 

Mayor,  etc.^  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

Sir — Upon  consultation  with  members  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  due  consideration 
of  the  subject  herein  referred  to,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  following  resolutions 
and  ordinances  be  submitted  by  you  to  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council,  requesting 
their  early  action  thereon.     They  are  as  follows : 

Filling  in  sunken  lands.  Third  avenue  and  Harlem  river,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  to 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street. 

Filling  in  sunken  lands.  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues,  Ninety-sixth  to  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  street. 

Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Third  and  Fifth  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  to  One 
Hundred  and  Ninth  street. 

Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Third  and  Fourth  avenues,  One  Hundred  and  Third  to  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth  street. 

Respectfully, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
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Health  Department,  City  of  New  York,  ^ 
June  lo,   1875.  J 

To  His  Honor  Mayor  Wickham  : 

My  Dear  Sir — At  the  conference  held  to-day,  between  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Health  Commissioners,  it  was  decided  that  the  only  plan  by  which  the 
Harlem  Flats  can  be  relieved  is  by  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Legal  difficulties  stand  in  the  way  of  immediate  action  under  ordinary  methods,  and  unless 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  put  a  force  of  men 
into  the  district  at  once,  to  fill  up  the  stagnant  waters,  and  raise  the  grade  of  the  low 
swd  saturated  areas,  no  relief  can  be  secured  till  the  mischief  of  this  season  has  been  already 
done. 

I  would  urge,  therefore,  the  importance  of  the  immediate  passage  of  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  prepared  at  this  conference  for  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

Prtsidtnt  Htalth  Department, 

(G.  O.  334.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands,  from  Third  avenue  to  Harlem  river,  between  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  in  such 
inanner  as  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works ;  and  that  the  accompanying 
ordinance  therefor  be  adopted. 

(G.  O.  335.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  Ninety-sixth 
to  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  street,  be  filled  in  by  contract,  or  in  such  manner  as  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works ;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance  therefor  be 
adopted. 

(G.  O.  336.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands  between  Third  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  to  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  street,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  in  such  manner  as 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance 
therefor  be  adopted. 

(G.  O.  337.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands  from  Third  to  Fourth  avenue,  between  One  Hundred 
and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  such  manner  as 
the  Conmiissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance 
therefor  be  adopted. 

Which  were  laid  over. 
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At  the  same  time  the  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  : 

Department  of  Public  Works,  ) 

Commissioner's  Office— Room  19,  City  Hall,  v 

New  York,  June  21,  1875.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Health  Department : 

Gentlemen — Having  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  the  adoption  ofordinances  directing  the  draining  and  filling  in  of  the  following  sections 
of  land,  viz.: 

Between  Third  avenue,  Harlem  river,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  streets. 

Between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues.  Ninety-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  streets. 

Between  Third  and  Fifth  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth 
streets. 

Between  Third  and  Fourth  avenues,  One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Himdred  and 
Fourth  streets. 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  take  early  action  under  chapter  566  of  the  Laws  of  187 1, 
declaring  such  work  to  be  necessary,  and  directing  this  Department  to  proceed  with  the  same,  to 
enable  it  to  take  the  work  in  hand  as  soon  as  the  necessary  ordinances  shall  have  been  adopted. 

Very  respectfully, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

In  response  to  this  the  Board  adopted,  on  June  22d,  the  necessary 
resolutions  requesting  and  directing  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
to  drain  the  specified  districts  by  means  of  drains  and  sewers,  accom- 
panying the  resolutions  by  the  necessary  drainage  certificates  of  the 
Sanitary  Superintendent.  As  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  effort  to 
reclaim  the  Harlem  Flats,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  June  8,  1875,  on  June 
10,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  referred  the  subject  of  Harlem  Flats  to  a 
committee  which  reported  on  the  17th,  when  resolutions  were  adopted 
requesting  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  examine  the  Harlem 
Flats,  and  confer  with  the  Board  of  Health,  and  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  compel  the  owners  of  property  to  take  the  necessary  action 
for  the  improvement  of  the  district,  and  also  to  improve  the  drainage 
system  of  the  region.  To  this  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
responded  in  the  following  communication  : 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 


The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  communication  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Works : 


Department  of  Public  Works, 
Commissioner's  Office— Room  xq,  City  Hall, 
New  York,  June  21,  1875. 


•1 


To  th€  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

Gentlemen— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
your  Honorable  Board  on  the  17th  instant,  requesting  me  to  examine  the  work  of  filling  and 
draining  the  Harlem  Flats,  done  under  my  predecessor,  and  to  cause  such  additional  filling 
as  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  required  to  be  done  immediately ;  also,  to  confer  with  the  Board 
of  Health  with  the  view  of  compelling  property-owners  to  fill  up  their  lots  to  a  grade  to  be 
adopted  by  this  Department,  and  to  take  measures  to  inspect  the  under-drainage  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  to  improve  it,  if  necessary. 

The  subject  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  low  lands  between  Yorkville  and  Harlem 
has  engaged  my  attention  and  that  of  the  engineers  of  this  Department  for  some  time  past, 
and  the  result  of  our  investigations  and  conference  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Health  De- 
partment was  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  letter  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated 
loth  inst.,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  you  for  the  adoption  of  ordinances  directing  the  filling  and 
draining  of  four  sections  of  land,  covering  all  the  work  necessary  to  be  done. 

All  work  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  these  lands  will  have  to  be  paid  from  the 
proceeds  of  assessment  bonds,  and  will  be  assessed  upon  the  property  benefited.  Your  action 
by  ordinance  may  be  necessary  to  legalize  the  assessment  and  to  meet  the  objections  of  the 
Finance  Department  to  the  payment  of  any  expenditure  unless  legally  authorized  beyond 
technical  caviL 

In  order  to  secure  in  advance  the  necessary  material  for  filling,  I  have  advertised  for  offers 
of  clean  earth  in  that  vicinity,  and  have  received  quite  a  number  from  property  owners  will- 
ing to  give  surplus  earth  to  the  city  free  of  charge  ;  but  I  will  be  unable  to  avail  myself  of 
these  offers  until  authorized  to  incur  the  necessary  expenditure  for  hauling,  etc. 

Very  respectfully, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

Which  was  laid  over  in  connection  with  General  Orders  Nos.  334,  335,  336,  and  337. 

The  necessary  resolutions  for  legalizing  the  proper  filling  and 
draining  came  up  from  time  to  time  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but 
were  never  adopted. 

On  July  I,  1875,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  referring  the  matter  to  the  Corporation  Counsel 
for  his  opinion. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN,  JULV  i,   1875. 
♦  ♦  •  *  « 

IVh^reaSf  His  Honor  the  Mayor  sent  the  following  communications  from  the  Board  of 
Health  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works ;  and 

IVhereas^  The  Board  of  Health  have  extraordinary  powers  in  cases  of  emei^ency ;  and 

Whereas^  Said  Board  have  taken  no  measures  to  enforce  the  filling  in  of  these  lots,  accord- 
ing to  the  powers  conferred  on  them ;  and 

WTureas^  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  has  no  appropriation  to  do  this  work  with  ; 
and 

Whereas^  The  Common  Council  has  no  power,  under  the  charter  of  1873,  article  2,  chap- 
ter 18,  also  article  16,  chapters  89  and  112  ;  and  whether,  if  the  Common  Council  ordered  the 
said  work  to  be  done,  would  it  be  a  l^al  and  valid  assessment  on  the  property  so  benefited  ; 
belt 

Resolved^  That  the  communications  aforesaid  be  and  they  are  hereby  referred  to  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  for  his  opinion  as  to  whether  any  resolution  or  ordinance  passed  by  this 
Board  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  said  communications  would,  under 
the  existing  laws  upon  the  subject,  be  valid,  and  also  whether  the  Conunissioner  of  Public 
Works  would  at  present  be  authorized  under  such  a  resolution  or  ordinance  to  incur  any  ex- 
pense whatsoever,  there  being  no  appropriation  from  which  the  same  can  now  be  paid. 

Executive  Department — City  Hall,  ) 
New  York,  June  10,  1875.  f 

To  tht  IlofiorabU  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  from  the  President  of  the  Health  Department,  together  wth  copies  of  several  pro- 
posed ordinances,  which  I  submit  for  your  consideration,  and  recommend  that  you  take  prompt 
action  upon  the  same. 

WM.  H.  WICKIIAM,  Mayor. 
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Department  of  Public  Works, 
Commissioner's  Office,  Room  No.  19,  City  Hall, 
New  York.  June  10,  1875. 

Hon,  William  H.  Wickiiam, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  New   York  : 

Sir— Upon  consultation  with  members  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  due  consideration  of 
the  subject  herein  referred  to,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  following  resolutions  and 
ordinances  be  submitted  by  you  to  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council,  requesting  their  early 
action  thereon.     They  are  as  follows  : 

Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Third  avenue  and  Harlem  river.  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  to  One 
Hundred  and  Eighth  street. 

Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues.  Ninety-sixth  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
street. 
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Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Third  and  Fifth  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  to  One  Hundred 
and  Ninth  street. 

Filling  in  sunken  lands,  Third  and  Fourth  avenues,  One  Hundred  and  Third  to  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  street. 

Respectfully, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  JVorJts, 

Health  Department,  City  of  New  YoRKf  / 
June  xo,  1875.  J 

7*7  Ais  Honor  Mayor  Wickham  : 

My  Dear  Sir — At  the  conference  held  to-day,  betwetn  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Health  Commissioners,  it  was  decided  that  the  only  plan  by  which  the  Harlem 
Flats  can  be  relieved  is  by  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Legal  difficulties  stand  in  the  way  of  immediate  action  under  ordinary  methods,  and  unless 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  put  a  force  of  men 
into  the  district  at  once,  to  fill  up  the  stagnant  waters,  and  raise  the  grade  of  the  low  and 
saturated  areas,  no  relief  can  be  secured  until  the  mischief  of  this  season  has  been  already 
done. 

I  would  urge,  therefore,  the  importance  of  the  immediate  passage  of  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  prepared  at  this  conference  for  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 


C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

Prtsident  Htalth  Department, 

(G.  O.  334.) 

Resolved,  That  the  sunken  lands,  from  Third  avenue  to  Harlem  river,  between  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  ;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance 
therefor  be  adopted. 

(G.  O.  335.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  Ninety- sixth 
to  one  Hundred  and  Fifth  street,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  in  such  manner  as  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works ;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance  therefor  be 
adopted. 

(G.  O.  336.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands,  between  Third  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  to  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  street,  be  filled  in  by  contract   or  in  such    manner  as 
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the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  dty,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance  there- 
for be  adopted. 

(G.  O.  337.) 

Resolved^  That  the  sunken  lands,  from  Third  to  Fourth  avenue,  between  One  Hundred 
and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  be  filled  in  by  contract  or  in  such  manner  as 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commisioner  of  Public  Works ;  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance  there- 
for be  adopted. 

In  response  to  this  resolution  the  following  opinion  was  returned 
by  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 

The  powers  of  the  Common  Council  in  reference  to  the  filling  of  sunken  lands  in  the  City  of  New  York  are  de- 
rived from  sections  267,  969,  270,  and  271  of  the  act  of  April  9,  1813,  and  firom  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  February  21,  1824. 

The  Common  Council  has  power  to  pass  ordinances  for  the  filling  of  the  sunken  lands  known  as  the  Harlem 
Lots,  and  a  valid  assessment  for  the  expenses  thereof  can  be  laid  upon  the  lots  benefited- 

It  is  advisable  that  in  the  first  instance  the  owners  of  said  lots  be  directed  and  required  to  fill  in  the  same. 

After  such  provision  in  reference  to  the  owner  or  owners,  ordinances  should  be  drawn  in  the  usual  manner,  recit- 
ing that  the  dty  believes  it  necessary  for  the  more  speedy  execution  of  the  work  to  do  it  at  its  own  expense 
and  directing  that  the  work  be  done  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
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Law  Department, 
Ofhce  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation 
New  York,  July  8,  1875. 

The  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

Gentlemen — I  have  received  a  resolution  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  on  the 
second  of  July  Instant,  requesting  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  your  Board  to  pass  certain 
proposed  ordinances  for  the  filling  of  sunken  lands  in  a  portion  of  the  city  known  as  the  Har- 
lem Flats.  The  resolution  referred  to  me  mentions  four  proposed  resolutions  for  such 
ordinances  covering  the  following  tracts:  (i.)  Lands  from  Third  avenue  to  the  Harlem 
river,  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets.  (2.)  Lands 
between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  Ninety-sixth  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  street.  (3.) 
Lands  between  Third  and  Fifth  avenues,  from  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  to  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  street.  (4.)  Lands  from  Third  to  Fourth  avenue,  between  One  Hundred  and  Third 
and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets. 

These  resolutions  are  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Health 
Department,  dated  June  10,  1875,  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  urging  the  importance  of  their 
immediate  passage ;  also  by  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  dated  June 
10,  1875,  to  his  Honor  the   Mayor,  requesting  that   such  resolutions  and  ordinances  be 
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submitted  to  the  Common  Council,  with  a  request  for  early  action  thereon  ;  also  a  letter  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated  June  xo,  1875,  to  the  Common  Council,  transmitting  the  pro- 
posed ordinances,  and  recommending  that  prompt  action  be  taken  upon  the  same. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  recites  also  that  the  Board  of  Health 
has  extraordinary  powers  in  cases  of  emergency,  but  has  taken  no  measures  to  enforce  the 
filling  in  of  the  lots  referred  to  in  these  resolutions,  and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Worb  has  no  appropriation  to  do  this  work ;  and  also  (in  substance)  that  a  doubt  exists 
whether,  if  the  Common  Council  should  order  the  work  in  question  to  be  done,  a  legal  and 
valid  assessment  on  the  property  benefited  can  be  laid  ;  and  then  requests  my  opinion  whether 
any  resolution  or  ordinance  passed  by  your  Board,  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations 
contained  in  said  communications,  would,  under  the  existing  laws  upon  the  subject,  be  valid  ; 
and  also  whether  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  would  at  present  be  authorized,  under 
such  a  resolution  or  ordinance,  to  incur  any  expense  whatsoever,  there  being  no  appropriation 
from  which  the  same  can  now  be  paid. 

The  powers  of  the  Common  Council  in  reference  to  ordering  the  filling  up  of  simken 
lands  in  the  City  of  New  York  are  derived  from  sections  267,  269,  270,  and  271  of  the  act  of 
Apri'  9, 181 3.  and  from  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  February  21,  1824.  Under  these  laws 
the  Common  Council  is  authorized  to  pass  such  ordinances  as  it  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the  filling  up  and  regulating  of  any  ground  within  the  City  of 
New  York  that  may  be  sunken,  damp,  or  unwholesome,  or  which  the  Common  Coimcil  may 
deem  proper  to  fill  up  or  regulate.  These  laws  also  provide  that  the  expense  of  such  filling 
and  regulating  shall  be  borne  by  the  owners  of  the  lots  so  filled  up  or  regulated,  and  they  also 
authorize  the  city  to  do  such  work  at  its  own  expense  in  the  first  instance. 

Under  existing  laws  such  expense  must  be  met  by  the  issue  of  assessment  bonds,  but  is 
Dttde  a  lien  upon  the  lots  benefited,  and  is  to  be  collected  from  the  owners  of  such  lots  hi 
the  same  manner  in  which  other  assessments  for  local  improvements  are  now  collected. 

The  laws  above  referred  to,  of  18x3  and  1824,  are,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  full  force, 
and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Common  Council  has  power  to  pass  ordinailces  for  the 
^ing  of  the  sunken  lands  in  question,  and  that  a  valid  assessment  for  the  expense  of  such 
feg  can  be  laid  upon  the  lots  benefited. 

I  would,  however,  respectfully  suggest  that  in  order  to  avoid  objections  which  might 
possibly  be  made  to  the  proposed  resolutions  and  ordinances,  the  same  be  changed  so  as  to 
direct  and  require  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  lots  to  fill  in  the  same.  After  such  a  provision 
in  reference  to  the  owner  or  owners,  each  resolution  or  ordinance  should  then  be  drawn  in  the 
nsual  manner,  recitmg  that  the  city  deems  it  necessary  for  the  more  speedy  execution  of  the 
^ork  to  do  it  at  its  own  expense,  and,  if  the  Common  Council  see  fit,  directing  that  the  work 
he  done  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in  such  manner  as  he  deems  most  beneficial 
for  the  interests  of  the  city. 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  that  the  resolutions  and  ordinances  ought  to  provide 
with  greater  precbion  and  definiteness  as  to  what  amount  of  filling  is  to  be  done  thereunder. 
The  resolution  transmitted  to  me  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
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On  July  14,  the  following  communication  was  sent  by  the  Mayor 
to  the  Common  Council : 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 
•  «  *  «  « 

The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  message  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  : 

Executive  Department— City  Hall,  ) 
New  York,  July  14,  1875.      ) 
7o  the  Honor abU  the  Common  Council : 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  and  attention  a  communication 
received  by  me  on  the  7th  instant  from  the  Conmiissioner  of  Public  Works,  and  which,  by  an 
oversight  on  my  part,  was  not  forwarded  to  you  last  week,  as  it  should  have  been. 

WM.  H.  WICKHAM,  Ma^'or, 
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Department  of  Public  Works, 
Commissioner's  Office.  Room  19,  City  Hall, 
New  York,  July  7,  1875 
Hon,  Wiluam  H.  Wickham. 

Mayor  of  tfu  City  of  t7ew  York : 

Sir — I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Health,  directing 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  drain  certain  lands,  as  follows  : 

I.  Between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundreil  and  Eighth  streets,  Third  avenue 
and  Harlem  river. 

2.  Between  Ninety  sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  streets,  Fourth  and  Fifth 
avenues. 

3.  Between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  streets,  Third  and 
Fifth  avenues. 

4.  Between  One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets.  Third  and 
Fourth  avenues. 

For  which  plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared,  and  the  work  advertised  to  be  let 
by  contiact  on  the  19th  inst. 

Preliminary  to  the  execution  of  the  work  of  drainmg,  a  large  amount  of  earth-filling  will 
be  required,  which  is  not  specially  called  for  in  these  orders ;  and  the  resolutions  now  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  published  in  the  City  Record  oi  June  18,  ult. ,  should  be  passed,  so 
as  to  give  this  Department  the  authority  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Health 
for  the  relief  of  the  Harlem  Flats. 

The  work  is  not  to  be  paid  out  of  a  special  appropriation,  but  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
assessment  fund  bonds,  the  issue  of  which  is  not  limited  to  any  particular  amount,  and  for 
which  the  city  will  be  reimbursed  by  assessment  upjn  the  property  benefited.  The  cost  of 
the  work  will  be  determined  by  the  bids  received  therefor,  and,  if  authorized,  will  be  kept  as 
low  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
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By  reference  to  the  City  Record,  it  will  be  seen  that  on  July  22, 
August  12,  and  September  6,  1875,  these  resolutions  were  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  they  were  in- 
variably laid  over.  In  the  meantime  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  advertised  for  bids,  and  on  July  19  the  bids  were  opened,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  communication  by  the  Commissioner : 

Department  of  Public  Works  ) 

Commissioner's  Office,  Room  19,  City  Hall,  [• 
New  York,  July  19,  1875.      ) 
iV<>/>W(;r  Charles  F.  Chandler, 

President  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir — The  following  are  the  lowest  bids  received  at  the  public  opening,  this 
morniDg,  but  not  yet  awarded  : 

No.  I.  Draining  lands  situated  between  One  Hundred  and  SUth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  streets,  Third  avenue  and  Harlem  river — John  C.  Dowling. 
Drains  15  cents  per  foot.     Filling  26  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

No.  2.  Draining  lands   situated  between  Ninety-sixth    and  One  Hundred    and    Sixth 
streets  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues— William  Everhard. 
Drains  85  cents  per  foot.     Filling  24  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

No.  3.  Draining  lands  situated  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  streets  and  Third  and  Fifth  avenues—  John  C.  Dowling. 
Drains  30  cents  per  foot.     Filling  53  cents  per  cubic  Yard. 

No.  4.  Draining  lands  situated  between  One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Hundred 
and  Fourth  streets  and  Third  and  Fourth  avenues— John  C.  Dowling. 
Drains  10  cents  per  foot.     Filluig  35  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commtssiontr, 
Please  see  me  to-morrow  (20th),  if  possible,  before  4  P.  M.     Will  be  at  office  all  day. 
The  above  ought  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  further  action  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  is  seen  in 
the  following  communication  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  August  25,  1875  : 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 
«  *  «  *  « 

The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  communication  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Works: 

(Special  Order  No.  5.) 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Commissioner's  Office,  Room  19,  City  Hall, 
New  York,  August  25,  1875. 
T0  the  Honorable  tht  Board  of  Aldtrtnen  : 

Gentlemen— On  June  21st  ult.,  I  reported  to  your  Honorable  Board,  in  reply  to  your 
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resolution  of  June  17,  the  action  taken  by  this  Department  to  secure  the  filling  in  and  drain- 
ing of  the  Harlem  Flats. 

One  of  the  steps  taken  by  me  was  to  recommend  to  you,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  adoption  of  ordinances  authorizing  this  Department  to  fill  in  these  lands  by  day's  work, 
believing  that  to  be  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  executing  the  work,  and  affording  the  best 
opportunity  for  the  use  of  none  but  clean,  healthy  material,  while  under  a  former  contract  for 
similar  work  in  that  section  many  complaints  had  been  made  as  to  the  quality  of  the  material 
used. 

Meantime  the  Board  of  Health  adopted  resolutions,  directing  this  Department  to  do  the 
necessary  work  to  drain  these  lands,  under  authority  of  chapter  566  of  the  Laws  of  1871. 

From  the  proceedings  of  your  Honorable  Board  it  appeared  very  imcertain  whether  the 
ordinances  before  you  would  receive  the  requisite  number  of  votes,  and,  recognizing  the  neces- 
sity of  prompt  action,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  to  proceed  under  the  authority  of  the  Law  of 
1 87 1  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  advertised  for  proposals  for  constructing 
drains,  and  for  the  necessary  filling  in  connection  therewith.  These  proposals  were  opened  on 
the  19th  of  July,  and  on  the  22d  of  July,  I  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  the  lowest  bids,  for 
his  approval  of  the  sureties  thereon. 

I  submit  herewith  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Comptroller  and  myself  on  this 
subject,  showing  why  no  work  has  yet  been  done  under  the  proposals  accepted. 

If  you  aclopt  the  ordmances  now  before  you,  I  will  be  able  to  have  such  filling  put  in  as 
is  necessary  to  render  the  district  perfectly  healthy,  in  addition  to  that  required  for  the  drains, 
on  the  basis  of  the  proposals  received  and  accepted,  and  the  work  can  be  prosecuted  simul- 
taneously with  the  construction  of  the  drains. 

Very  respectfully,  FITZ  JOHN  PORTER, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

City  of  New  York — Department  of  Finance,  ) 
Comptroller's  Office,  August  19,  1875.         ) 
Department  of  Public  Works : 

I  herewith  return  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works  the  following  proposals  for  drainage 
of  certain  lands  received  from  your  Department  July  22,  1875,  without  my  approval  of  the 
sureties  thereto,  viz.  : 

William  Everard — For  drains  between  Ninety-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  streets, 
and  Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues. 

John  C.  Dowling — For  drains  between  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  streets,  and  between  Third  avenue  and  Harlem  river ;  between  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  streets,  and  between  Third  and  Fifth  avenues;  between 
One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  and  between  Third  and 
Fourth  avenues. 

I  also  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  communication  from  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, daied  August  12,  1875,  relative  to  the  authority  for  the  work  of  earth-filling  to  be  per- 
formed under  the  specifications  and  contracts  for  these  works,  from  which  communication  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  '''•  an  assessment  cannot  be  laid  for  the  filling  of  the 
lots  unless  such  filling  is  first  authorized  by  ordinance  of  the  Common  Council.** 

No  ordinance  having  been  passed  for  any  of  these  works,  as  I  am  informed,  the  whole 
cost  would  fall  upon  the  treasury,  and  I  am  compelled  to  return  the  several  proposals  without 
my  approval  of  the  sureties. 

Very  respectfully,  ANDREW  H.  GREEN, 

Comptroller. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  June  a  fresh  series  of  orders  on  private  parties 
was  issued  by  the  Board  of  Health,  directing  the  proper  filling  and 
grading  of  various  lots  in  the  **  Harlem  Flats  **  district,  chiefly  east 
and  west  of  Third  avenue,  north  of  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street. 
In  most  cases  these  orders  were  complied  with  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Board.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  June, 
when  it  became  apparent  to  this  Board  that  the  efforts  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  for  the  relief  of  this  district  would  not  be  suc- 
cessful, for  causes  which  appear  in  the  documents  already  presented^ 
it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  extreme  measures  and  to  take  advantage 
of  the  section  of  the  health  laws  which  authorizes  the  Board  of  Health 
to  execute  its  own  orders  when  other  measures  fail.  Accordingly  on 
June  29,  1875,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted, 
requesting  the  transfer  of  $50,000  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Ap- 
portionment for  this  purpose. 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  JUNE  29,  1875. 

Whereas^  The  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector  has  certified,  under 
and  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  566  of  the  Laws  of  187 1,  and  of  chapter  549  of  the 
Laws  of  1875,  amendatory  thereof,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health 
that  the  parts  and  parcels  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York  hereinafter  described  need  to  be  drained  by  other  means  than  by  sewers ;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered^  That  the  said  certificates  be  filed  among  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  that  duplicates  thereof,  duly  signed  by 
the  said  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector,  be  forwarded  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  of  said  city ;  and  it  is  further 

Ordered  zxid  directed,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  hereinbefore  recited,  that  the 
following  named  parts  and  parcels  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  and  County 
of  New  York  shall  be  drained  by  other  means  than  by  sewers,  by  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  said  city  and  county,  said  parts  and  parcels  of  land  being 
situate  as  follows :  Bounded  on  the  north  by  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  street ;  on  the  east  by- 
Third  avenue ;  on  the  south  by  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  street,  and  on  the  west  by  Fifth 
avenue. 

Whereas^  The  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector  has  certified  under 
and  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  556  of  the  Laws  of  187 1,  and  of  chapter  549  of  the 
Laws  of  1875,  amendatory  thereof,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health, 
that  the  parts  and  parcels  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  hereinafter  described,  need  be  drained  by  other  means  than  by  sewers ;  it  b  hereby 

Ordered^  That  the  said  certificates  be  filed '  among  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  that  duplicates  thereof,  duly  signed  by 
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Whereas^  The  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector  has  certified,  under 
and  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  566  of  the  Laws  of  1 871,  and  of  chapter  549  of  the 
Laws  of  1875,  amendatory  thereof,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health 
that  the  parts  and  parcels  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  hereinafter  described,  need  be  drained  by  other  means  than  by  sewers ;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered^  That  the  said  certificates  be  filed  among  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  that  duplicates  thereof,  duly  signed  by  ' 
the  said  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector,  be  forwarded  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  of  said  city  ;  and  it  is  further 

Ordered  and  directed,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  hereinbefore  recited,  that  the 
following  named  parts  and  parcels  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  and  County 
of  New  York  shall  be  drained  by  other  means  than  by  sewers,  by  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  said  city  and  county,  said  parts  and  parcels  of  land  being 
situate  as  follows,  viz. :  Bounded  on  the  north  by  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  street ;  on  the 
east  by  Third  avenue  ;  on  the  south  by  One  Hundred  and  Third  street,  and  on  the  west  by 
Fourth  avenue. 

That  sufficient  proof  is  in  the  reports  now  on  file  relative  to  the  dangerous  condition  and 
state  of  the  **  Harlem  Flats,"  the  district  between  Ninety-first  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth 
streets,  that  the  places  and  grounds  hereinafter  described  are  public  nuisances,  and  each  Of 
them  is  such,  dangerous  to  life  and  health,  and  the  said  places  and  grounds  are  hereby  entered 
on  the  records  of  this  Board,  and  are  declared  public  nuisances,  dangerous  to  life  and  health, 
viz. :  The  property  north  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  street,  between  Fourth  and  Lex- 
ington avenues ;  north  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  street,  between  Lexington  and 
Third  avenues  ;  the  ground  between  Third  and  Second  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  streets ;  on  south  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street,  between 
Third  and  Second  avenues ;  on  north  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  street,  between 
Second  and  First  avenues  ;  on  south  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street,  between  Second 
and  First  avenues ;  on  north  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street,  between  Second  and 
First  avenues ;  the  block  between  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
streets,  Fourth  and  Madison  avenues ;  also  the  blocks  of  land  between  Third  and  Second 
avenues.  Ninety- third  and  One  Hundred  and  Second  streets,  and  between  Second  avenue  and 
East  river.  Ninety-second  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets,  partially  filled  under  the 
contract  with  Messrs.  Jones  &  McQuade,  but  left  in  a  dangerous  and  unsatisfactory  state ; 
and  Lexington  avenue,  between  One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
streets;  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street,  between  Fourth  and  Madison  avenues;  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventh  street,  between  Fourth  and  Lexington  avenues  ;  Lexington  avenue,  between 
One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets;  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
street,  between  Third  and  Second  avenues;  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  street,  between  First 
and  Second  avenues. 

That,  in  respect  to  said  places  and  grounds,  this  Board  does  hereby  make  and  enter  the 
following  order,  to  wit : 

That  the  said  places  and  grounds  be  covered  with  fresh  earth  to  a  height  of  not  less  than 
two  feet  above  high-water  mark,  and  that  the  surface  thereof  be  graded  so  that  no  water 
shall  remain  or  stand  thereon. 

That  the  public  health  requires  that  the  foregoing  order  upon  the  places  and  grounds 
following,  viz. : 
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The  Health  Commissioners  immediately  communicated  with  the 
Comptroller  on  the  subject,  but  receiving  no  definite  response  to  their 
inquiries,  addressed  to  him,  on  July  30th,  the  following  communica- 
tion : 

Health  Department,  July  30,  1875. 
Hon,  Andrew  H.  Green, 

Comptroller^  etc,  : 

Sir — We  are  anxiously  awaiting  for  a  word  from  you  with  regard  to  our  work  on  Harlem 
Flats.  If  we  can  assure  the  parties  who  are  to  do  the  work  that  you  will  promptly  pay  the 
bills,  without  raising  any  question  as  to 

First — The  right  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  to  transfer  the  balances 
of  1872  and  1873,  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  amount  of  $21,000  ; 

Second— ^%  to  the  ri^ht  of  the  Board  of  Health,  under  the  health  laws,  to  execute  its 
own  orders  on  Harlem  Flats  ; 

Third — As  to  our  right  to  do  the  work  without  advertising  for  bids,  by  our  own  officers 
and  such  means  as  they  require  to  aid  them  ;  that  is,  the  contractors'  carts,  etc  ; 

the  work  can  be  promptly  and  economically  completed,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  public 
health. 

Please  give  us  an  immediate  reply,  and  oblige, 

Yours,  truly, 

C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

Presideftt. 

Receiving  no  response,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted 
August  3d : 

Whereas,  This  Board  has  declared  the  district  known  as  the  Harlem  Flats  to  be  in  a 
condition  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  has  ordered  the  same  to  be  properly  drained 
and  filled,  and  orders  to  such  effect  have  been  duly  entered  by  this  Board  ;  and 

Whereasy  The  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  has  transferred  the  sum  of 
$21,067.43  from  the  unexpended  balances  of  this  Department  for  the  years  1872  and  1873 
for  this  purpose  ;  and 

Whereas,  This  Board  has  employed  suitable  agents  to  execute  the  said  orders  and  p>erform 
the  necessary  work  under  its  directions ;  and 

Whereas,  Questions  have  arisen  as  to  the  legality  of  this  action,  by  which  the  execution 
of  the  work  is  seriously  retarded ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  and  hereby  is  respectfully  requested  to  inform 
this  Board,  at  his  earliest  convenience — 

First — Whether  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  did  legally  transfer  the  neces- 
sary funds. 
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StconJ— Whether  the  Board  of  Health  is  empowered  to  execute  its  own  orders  in  such 
behalf  under  the  several  acts  conferring  power  upon  said  Board,  and  especially  under  section 
7  of  chapter  636  of  the  Laws  of  1874. 

7'^V</— Whether  in  so  doing,  the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  do  the  work  in  such 
manner  as  it  may  deem  the  best  adapted  to  abate  all  nuisance  and  protect  the  public  health. 

In  reply  to  which,  the  following  opinion  was  received  from 
William  C.  Whitney,  Esq.,  Counsel  to  the  Corporation: 

Law  Department, 
Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
New  York,  August  12,  1875. 
Cohful  Emmons  Clark, 

Secretary  of  the  Health  Department : 

Sir— Your  letter  to  my  predecessor,  of  the  4th  inst.,  contains  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health  August  3,  1875  • 

Whereas^  This  Board  has  declared  the  district  known  as  the  **  Harlem  Flats  **  to  be  in  a 
condition  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  has  ordered  the  same  to  be  properly  drained 
and  filled,  and  orders  to  such  effect  have  been  duly  entered  by  this  Board ;  and 

IVkereasy  The  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  has  transferred  the  sura  of 
521,067,43  ^^o^  the  unexpended  balances  of  this  Department,  for  the  years  1872  and  1873, 
for  this  purpose  ;  and 

IVkereas,  This  Board  has  employed  suitable  agents  to  execute  the  said  orders  and  perform 
the  necessary  work,  under  its  direction  ;  and 

Whereas f  Questions  have  arisen  as  to  the  legality  of  this  action  by  which  the  execution  of 
the  work  is  seriously  retarded  ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  in- 
form this  Board,  at  hb  earliest  convenience  : 

isi.  Whether  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  did  legally  transfer  the  neces- 
sary funds. 

2d.  Whether  the  Board  of  Health  is  empowere  J  to  execute  its  own  orders  in  such  be* 
lalf,  under  the  several  acts  conferring  power  upon  said  Board,  and  especially  under  section 
7t  of  chapter  636,  of  the  Laws  of  1874. 

3d.  Whether,  in  so  doing,  the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  do  the  work  in  such 
manner  as  it  may  deem  the  best  adapted  to  abate  all  nuisances  and  protect  the  public  health. 

Under  section  81  of  the  Charter  of  1873,  ^°^  section  5,  of  chapter  636,  of  the  Laws  of 
1S74,  the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  appoint  its  own  attorney  and  counsel,  and  it  is 
not,  therefore,  the  official  duty  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  to  advise  the  Board  of 
Health  upon  questions  of  law.  As  the  subject  matler  of  your  conmiunication  relates,  however, 
to  the  public  health,  and  comes  from  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  city  government,  I  reply 
thereto,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  : 

ist  The  question  whether  the  transfer  of  $21,067.43,  ^X  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
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tionment  were  legally  made  depends  upon  facts  which  cannot  be  readily  or  conveniently  ascer* 
tained  except  through  the  Finance  Department.  It  appears  by  the  records  of  this 
office  that  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  my  predecessor  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Comptroller  requesting  information  in  regard  to  such  facts,  but  that  no  reply  has  yet  been 
received  to  that  letter. 

Section  2,  of  chapter  308,  of  the  Laws  of  1874,  provides  that  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Apportionment  shall  have  the  power  at  any  time  to  transfer  any  appropriation  for  any  year 
which  may  be  found  by  the  head  of  the  department  for  which  such  appropriation  shall  have 
been  made  to  be  in  fexcess  of  the  amount  required  or  deemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  purposes 
or  objects  thereof  to  such  other  purposes  or  objects  for  which  the  appropriations  are  insuf- 
ficient, or  such  as  may  require  the  same. 

If,  therefore,  there  remains  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Health 
Department  for  the  years  1872  and  1873  amounting  to  $21,067.43,  and  there  are  no  valid 
outstanding  claims  against  such  balance,  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  under  the 
law  above  cited,  has  undoubtedly  authority  to  transfer  such  amount  for  the^purpose  of  drain* 
ing  and  filling  the  district  known  as  the  Harlem  Flats.  Whether  such  a  balance  exists  and 
whether  there  are  any  such  claims  against  it,  cannot,  as  above  stated,  be  readily  ascertained 
except  from  the  books  of  the  Fmance  Department. 

2d.  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the  several  acts  conferring  powers  upon  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  Board  is  empowered  to  execute  its  own  orders  in  reference  to  the  draining  and  filling  of 
the  Harlem  Flats. 

3d.  I  think  that  in  so  executing  such  orders  the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  do  the 
work  in  such  manner  as  it  may  deem  best  adapted  to  abate  all  nuisances  and  protect  the 
public  health.     I  am,  sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  C.  WHITNEY, 

Counsel  to  the  Corporation . 

No  reply  having  been  received  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  com- 
munication of  July  30,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  on 
August  17th  : 

IVhereas^  The  weekly  statements  of  the  Comptroller,  the  last  of  which  is  dated  August 
14,  do  not  contain  the  amount  of  $21,067.43,  transferred  from  the  balances  of  1872  and  1875, 
by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  for  the  relief  of  the  Harlem  Flats ;  and 

Whereas f  The  work  of  improving  this  district  cannot  be  executed  by  this  Board  until  the 
Comptroller  recognizes  the  appropriation ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Comptroller  be  again  called  to  this  matter,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  place  to  the  credit  of  this  Board  the  above-mentioned  sum. 

Resolved^  That  a  new  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  President  on  this  subject,  which  was  sent  to 
him  July  30,  and  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  on  this  subject,  be  for* 
warded  with  the  previous  resolution. 
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the  appropriation  "  Health  Fund,  1875/*  to  the  appropriation  **  Health  Fund — Filling  in 
Harlem  Flats  ; "  that  the  attention  of  the  Comptroller  be  respectfully  called  to  the  previous 
communication  of  this  Board  upon  the  subject  of  the  appropriation  ^*  Health  Fund — Filling  in 
Harlem  Flats,'*  and  he  be  informed  that  there  is  at  present  no  excess  of  Health  Fund  of  1875, 
beyond  what  is  required  or  deemed  necessary  for  the  object  and  purix)se  thereof. 

The  payment  of  this  bill  was  afterwards  provided  for  by  a  transfer 
from  the  appropriation  of  the  Fire  Department,  as  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 
.shows. 

The  Comptroller  presented  the  following  consent  to  transfer,  in 
place  of  the  one  laid  over  at  meeting  of  October  27,  1875. 

Headquarters  Fire  Department— City  of  New  York,  1 

127  and  129  Mercer  Street,  J- 

New  York,  November  8,  1875.  » 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  followmg  resolution  was  adopted 
by  this  Board,  at  a  meetmg  held  this  day : 

Resolved y  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  Board  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1875, 
consenting  to  the  transfer  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  from  the  unex- 
pended appropriation  of  the  Fire  Department  for  1874,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing words,  to  wit :  **To  the  appropriation  for  *  Health  Fund — Filling  in  Harlem  Flats, 
1875,*  for  which  it  is  required." 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  L.   PERLEY,  President, 

— and  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($2,750)  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  "  Fire  Department  Fund,*'  1874,  the 
same  being  in  excess  of  the  amount  required  for  the  purposes  and  objects  thereof,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  "  Health  Fund— Fillmg  in  Harlem  Flats,"  1875,  ^^^  which  it  is  required. 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  whether  the  Board  would  agree  with  said  resolution. 

Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Affirmative— The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  (Chairman),  the  Comptroller  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  the  President  of  the  Department  of  Taxes  and  Assessments — 3. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  obstacles  which  were  met  by  the  Board  of 
Health  in  its  efforts  to  reclaim  the  Harlem  Flats,  many  of  which  were 
insurmountable  under  existing  laws,  much  good  was  accomplished, 
and  at  the  close  of  1875,  though  much  remains  to  be  done,  this  region 
is  in  a  decidedly  better  condition  than  it  was  twelve  months  ago. 
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The  Driving  of  Cattle  and  Sheep  through  the  streets  and  avenues 
of  the  city  has  always  been  a  subject  of  complaint  from  citizens  and 
of  anxiety  to  this  Board.  From  time  to  time  restrictions  as  to  routes 
and  hours  for  driving  have  been  made,  as  severe  as  was  compatible 
with  the  business  of  slaughtering  within  the  city  limits.  Under  the 
pressure  exerted  by  this  Board,  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the 
transportation  of  cattle  by  water  from  the  stock  yard  at  Sixtieth  street 
on  the  North  river,  to  the  various  slaughter-houses  on  both  sides  of 
the  city,  and  all  that  appears  necessary  to  complete  them  is  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  dock  at  the  stock  yard. 

Slaughtering, — ^The  number  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  City  of 
New  York  was  reported  to  be  forty-nine,  of  which  number  forty-two 
were  used  in  the  slaughtering  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and  seven  for  the 
slaughtering  of  hogs.  They  are  located  near  the  North  river,  above 
and  near  Fortieth  street,  and  near  the  East  river,  between  Forty-fourth 
and  Forty-eighth  streets.  They  are  frequently  inspected  by  officers 
of  this  Board,  a  weekly  report  in  detail  is  made  upon  the  condition  of 
each,  and  any  defects  in  drainage  or  want  of  cleanliness  are  ordered 
to  be  corrected.  But  the  business  of  slaughtering  is  not  conducted  in 
this  city  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  free  from  sanitary  objections.  In 
the  opinion  of  this  Board,  this  business  should  be  conducted  in  very 
large  establishments,  in  which  the  animals  can  be  yarded  and 
slaughtered,  and  the  fat,  blood,  oflfal,  and  all  parts  of  the  animal,  can 
he  utilized  while  fresh  and  inoffensive.  Large  abattoirs  in  other  cities 
have  proved  that  with  proper  care,  capital,  buildings,  and  appliances, 
the  slaughtering  of  animals,  the  melting  of  fat,  and  the  utilization  of 
the  blood,  oflfal,  bones,  etc.,  etc.,  can  all  be  conducted  without  jnviting 
the  interference  of  the  health  authorities. 

On  the  27th  day  of  June,  1873,  the  Board  met  the  principal  parties 
engaged  in  hog-slaughtering,  and  considered  the  practical  methods  of 
securing  a  thorough  sanitary  reform  in  the  business,  and  subsequently 
received  from  them,  in  writing,  their  views  upon  the  subject.  The 
Sanitary  Committee  gave  the  matter  a  careful  consideration,  and  on 
the  22d  of  July  reported  to  the  Board  its  conclusions  :  That  the  busi- 
ness should  be  entirely  suppressed  within  the  city  limits,  or  that  it 
should  be  concentrated  or  conducted  in  large  abattoirs.  It  is  con- 
fidently believed  that  the  latter  alternative  will  be  accepted  by  the 
parties  interested  in  the  business.      The   Board  also  gave  a  public 
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hearing,  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1874,  to  all  parties  engaged  in  the 
business  of  slaughtering  animals,  upon  a  proposition  **  to  prohibit  the 
slaughtering  of  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  and  calves,  at  any  place  in  the 
City  of  New  York  south  of  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street,  except  in 
abattoirs  or  buildings,  of  a  plan  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  of  a  capacity  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  entire  business  of 
slaughtering  in  said  city,  and  to  admit  of  the  yarding  of  the  animals, 
and  the  use  and  disposition  of  all  parts  of  the  animals  slaughtered,  so 
as  effectually  to  prevent  all  miasmatic  or  offensive  odors  therefrom, 
and  to  secure  the  vvholesomeness  of  the  meat  as  human  food." 

Soon  after  this  discussion  the  Union  Stock  Yard  and  Market  Com- 
pany presented  plans  for  an  extensive  abattoir  for  the  slaughtering  of 
cattle,  small  stock,  and  hogs,  and  the  utilization  of  their  fat,  blood, 
and  offal  at  Fifty-ninth  street,  on  the  North  river.  Plans  were  also 
submitted  for  the  conversion  of  a  portion  of  the  Manhattan  Market, 
at  Thirty-fourth  street,  on  the  North  river,  into  an  extensive  abattoir 
for  the  slaughtering  of  cattle ;  with  slight  modifications,  these  plans 
met  the  entire  approval  of  the  Board.  The  necessary  alterations  in 
the  Manhattan  Market  were  speedily  made  and  the  business  of  slaugh- 
tering was  soon  inaugurated  there.  The  fat  is  rendered  and  the  blood 
and  offal  dried  without  the  production  of  any  offensive  emanations. 
Against  the  erection  of  the  abattoir  at  the  foot  of  West  Fifty-ninth 
street  unexpected  opposition  arose  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  of  St  Paul's  Church,  of  the  West  Side 
Property  Owners'  Association,  and  many  prominent  citizens ;  and 
against  the  proposed  restriction  of  slaughtering  to  a  few  large  abattoirs, 
from  the  owners  of  the  various  slaughter-houses.  Several  hearings 
were  granted  to  these  parties,  and  after  a  careful  investigation,  the 
Board  approved  (October  13,  1874)  the  elaborate  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  and 
adopted  the  following  ordinance  : 

Sec.  184.  That  on  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1876,  the  business  of  slaughtering 
animals  in  the  City  of  New  York  shall  not  be  conducted  south  of  One  Hundred  and  Tenth 
street,  unless  the  same  shall  be  done  in  buildings  located  directly  upon  the  water  front,  each 
having  a  capacity  sufficient  for  the  yarding  and  slaughtering  daily  of  one-half  of  the  entire 
number  of  cattle,  or  hogs,  or  small  stock  (all  or  separately,  according  to  the  particular  object 
of  each  abattoir)  slaughtered  in  this  city  at  the  time  this  ordinance  shall  go  into  effect,  and  so 
constructed  as  to  receive  all  stock  deliverable  thereat  directly  from  cars  or  transports  ;  and  to 
discharge  therefrom  all  liquid  refuse  below  low  water-mark  ;  and  to  secure  the  proper  care 
and  dbposition  of  all  parts  of  the  slaughtered  animals  upon  the  premises,  or  the  immediate 
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removal  thereof  by  means  of  boats  ;  and  on  and  af^er  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1876,  no  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  or  calves,  shall  be  driven  in  the  streets  of  such  city  below  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  street ;  nor  shall  any  offensive  business  growing  out  of  that  of  slaughtering,  as  fat- 
mdling,  hide-curing,  gut-cleaning,  bone-boiling,  glue-making,  etc.,  etc.,  be  conducted,  except 
on  the  premises  constructed  and  prepared  as  herein  required,  and  devoted  to  the  slaughtering 
and  the  disposing  thereof  of  all  parts  of  the  slaughtered  animals  as  aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  any 
fat,  hides,  hoofs,  or  entrails,  or  other  refuse  paits  of  slaughtered  animals  (except  fat  or  tallow 
attached  to  meat  exposed  for  sale,  or  collected  by  licensed  dealers)  be  transported  in  said 
streets ;  nor  shall  any  building  be  erected,  or  converted  into,  or  used  as  a  slaughter-house 
nntil  the  plans  thereof  have  been  duly  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  approved  in 
writing  by  the  said  Board. 

This  action  of  the  Board  having  failed  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
citizens  opposed  to  the  erection  of  an  abattoir  at  the  foot  of  West 
Fifty-ninth  street,  and  to  the  owners  of  the  existing  slaughter-houses, 
they  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  whom  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resohed^  That  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  New  York  be  and  is  hereby  requested 
2nd,  so  far  as  the  Common  Council  has  the  power,  directed  not  to  grant  any  permit  to  the 
Union  Stock  Yard  and  Market  Company,  or  any  other  company,  corporation,  or  individual, 
for  the  erection  or  establishment  of  an  abattoir  at  or  near  the  foot  of  Fifty-ninth  street, 
North  river. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  15,  1875. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  April  20,  1875. 

As  the  action  of  the  Aldermen  was  not  controlling  upon  the  Board 
of  Health,  the  matter  was  carried  to  the  Legislature,  where  several 
bills  were  introduced  ;  one  intended  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any 
abattoirs,  another  to    limit  slaughtering  to  the   existing  slaughter- 
houses, and  a  third,  to  banish  slaughtering  altogether.     None  of  these 
bills  were  passed,  the  Legislature  preferring  to  leave  this  question  to 
the  Board  of  Health.     This   long  controversy  so  discouraged   the 
Union  Stock  Yard  and  Market  Company,  that  its  Directors  decided 
not  to  invest  the  large  capital  necessary  in  the  construction  of  an 
abattoir.     Thus,  while  the  efforts  of  the  Board  in  this  direction  have 
failed  to  accomplish  all  that  was  desired,  it  has  the  satisfaction  to 
have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  business  of  slaughtering,   fat- 
melting  and  utilizing  the  blood  and  offal  of  animals  can  be  conducted 
in  a  well-appointed  abattoir  in  an  entirely  inoffensive  manner. 

Fat  Melting, — The  active  efforts  of  this  Board  during  the  year 
1873  secured  such  reforms  in  the  processes  of  rendering  tallow  that 
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few  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report ;  in  a  few  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  insist  on  further  im- 
provements in  the  apparatus.  The  business  is  conducted  in  a  few 
large  establishments.  Lard  is  rendered  on  a  smaller  scale  in  nearly 
all  of  the  packing  houses  and  pork  shops  in  the  city.  This  article,  to 
be  merchantable,  must  be  free  from  taint  or  sourness,  and  for  this 
reason  the  process  of  melting  is  not  liable  to  be  offensive.  In  all 
cases  the  use  of  proper  apparatus  is  requiied. 

Utilising  Blood  and  Offal. — By  the  introduction  of  new  and  im- 
proved apparatus  it  has  been  found  that,  with  reasonable  care,  fresh 
blood,  offal,  and  rendering  scrap  can  be  dried,  and  thus  converted 
into  a  valuable  fertilizer  without  the  liberation  of  offensive  odors. 
This  fact  was  demonstrated  under  temporary  permits  granted  for  the 
purpose  of  experiment,  and  the  business  has  since  been  allowed  to 
continue  under  the  observation  of  the  District  Inspectors. 

Stable  Manure. — The  removal  of  stable  manure  and  straw  from 
the  stables  and  beyond  the  city  limits  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  embarrassing  problems  presented  to  this  Board.  There  are 
believed  to  be  about  8,000  stables,  large  and  small,  containing  about 
50,000  horses,  and  producing  more  than  a  million  loads  of  manure 
per  annum.  The  value  of  this  material  is  upwards  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  At  certain  seasons  this  can  be  readily  sold  to  the  farmers 
of  Long  Island  and  New  Jersey,  but  at  other  seasons  it  is  impossible 
to  dispose  of  it  at  any  price,  either  because  the  farmers  do  not  care 
to  take  it,  or  because  the  transportation  is  interrupted  by  ice.  The 
problem  is  further  involved  by  the  fact  that  the  contractors  for  the 
removal  of  the  manure  from  the  large  stables  are  bound  by  contracts, 
often  having  still  several  years  to  run,  by  which  they  are  compelled 
to  pay  in  some  cases  as  high  as  $3.25  per  horse,  per  annum.  While 
it  is  not  the  province  of  this  Board  to  adjust  commercial  questions, 
still  it  is  not  wise,  by  hasty  and  uncertain  action,  to  precipitate  upon 
the  city  a  new  evil,  greater  perhaps  than  the  one  to  be  remedied, 
viz.  :  the  accumulation  of  manure  in  stables  throughout  the  city.  A 
project  to  compress  and  bail  manure  and  stable  straw,  and  thus 
bring  it  at  once  into  an  inoffensive  condition,  and  by  reducing  the 
cost  of  handling  and  transportation,  to  open  more  distant  markets, 
available  during  the  entire  year,  is  now  being  tested  in  the  city,  and 
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this   Board  has  reason  to  hope  that  thus  a  practical  solution  of  the 
problem  may  be  reached. 

Offensive  Trades, — The  active  measures  of  the  Board,  during  the 
summer  of  1873,  resulted  in  the  introduction  of  such  improvements 
in  various  offensive  trades,  such  as  fat  melting,  the  treatment  of 
slaughter-house  refuse,  the  manufacture  of  ammonia,  etc. ,  as  to  re- 
duce their  offensiveness  to  a  minimum.  There  have,  consequently, 
during  the  past  two  years,  been  very  few  complaints  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Board  from  these  causes,  the  suggestions  of  the  Board 
having  been  for  the  most  part  cheerfully  complied  with.  The  report 
of  Inspector  S.  Anthony  Goldschmidt,  M.  E.,  on  the  gasworks  of 
the  city,  and  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent  E.  H.  Janes,  M.  D., 
on  the  vile  odors  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  which  are  printed  in 
full  in  this  report,  present  the  details  with  regard  to  this  subject. 

Suburban  Nuisances, — The  atmosphere  of  the  city  has  been  at 
times  insupportable  by  a  peculiar  odor  which  has  been  brought  by 
easterly  winds  from  Long  Island  City,  and,  perhaps,  also  from  Brook* 
lyn.  This  odor  is  caused  by  the  sludge  acid  of  the  petroleum  refine- 
ries, either  while  the  acid  is  being  used  in  the  purification  of  the  oil, 
or  afterwards,  when  it  has  been  sold  to  the  manufacturers  of  fertilizer, 
who  use  the  acid  portion  of  it  in  making  superphosphate  of  lime,  and 
allow  the  oily  portion  to  run  into  the  river.  Members  of  the  Board 
met  the  Health  Commissioners  of  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island  City  in 
conference  on  this  subject.  They  professed  to  be  unaware  of  the 
existence  of  any  cause  of  complaint,  and,  so  far  as  known,  no  steps 
have  as  yet  been  taken  to  prevent ^or  mitigate  the  evil  by  those 
Boards.  This  nuisance  has  continued  unabated,  and  has  been  a  just 
cause  of  frequent  complaints  from  citizens.  This  Board  has  no  power 
under  existing  health  laws  by  which  it  can  abate  this  nuisance,  and 
must  depend  upon  the  action  of  the  health  boards  of  the  localities 
where  the  nuisances  originate,  for  relief,  unless  additional  legislation 
shall  supply  a  remedy. 

Contagious  Diseases. — The  Board  gains  its  knowledge  of  these, 
either  from  the  reports  of  attending  physicians,  from  certificates  of 
death,  or  from  messages  sent  by  alarmed  neighbors.  These  latter 
relate  particularly  to  small-pox,   which   is  more    dreaded  than  any 
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Other  disease.  From  this  it  results  that  most  small-pox  cases  are 
reported  to  the  Board  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  cases  of  measles  and  other  contagious 
diseases  never  come  to  its  knowledge.  Yet,  it  is  not  only  incumbent 
upon  physicians  by  law,  but  also  from  a  scientific  point  of  view 
•extremely  desirable,  that  they  should  inform  this  Board  of  all  cases. 
These  facts  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  examining  the  following  table, 
and  also  in  estimating  the  comparative  occurrence  of  these  diseases, 
and  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  cases  reported. 

From  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875,  there  were  17,825 
•cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the  Board,  before  death,*  of 
•which  there  were,  of 

Typhus 99 

Typhoid 996 

Scarlet  Fever 3»2SO 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 241 

Measles i,5i4 

Diphtheria 7i077 

Small-Pox 4,648 

17,825 


These  diseases  have  prevailed  as  follows  during  the  years  1874 
and  1875,  from  January  to  January  : 


Year. 

Typhus 
Fever. 

Typhoid 
Fever. 

Scarlet 
Fever. 

Cerebro- 
spinal 
Meningitis. 

Measles. 

Diphtheria.    Small-pox. 

iSta 

48 
56 

488 
634 

3.05X 
1.730 

138 
150 

1.407 
703 

3.684       !         1,462 
4.521                 3,397 

x87< 

Inspection  of  Vessels, — With  a  view  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
<:ontagious  diseases  from  domestic  and  foreign  ports,  the  Sanitary 
Code  requires  all  masters  or  agents  to  exhibit  to  the  Board  of  Health 
the  voucher  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  port  before  unloading  their 
cargoes.  If  the  papers  are  in  order  the  Sanitary  Superintendent 
issues  a  permit  to  unload  ;  5,282  such  permits  were  issued  in  1874  and 
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in  1875.     In  case  qF  an  epidemic,  this  will  prove  an  important  protec- 
tion to  the  health  of  the  city. 

Infected  Clothing,  etc, — It  has  been  occasionally  suggested  that 
contagious  diseases  were  introduced  in  cargoes  of  rags,  but  careful 
investigation  has  thus  far  failed  to  reveal  any  cause  of  apprehension 
from  this  source.  The  rags  are  baled,  and,  without  breaking  the 
packages,  are  shipped  at  once  to  the  paper  factories  in  the  Eastern 
States.  Thus  far  this  Board  has  not  been  able  to  trace  any  cases  of 
contagious  disease  to  this  source. 

Disinfection  of  Contagious  Diseases, — It  has  been  the  intention  of 
the  Board  to  send  a  member  of  the  Disinfecting  Corps  to  every  house 
in  which  a  case  of  contagious  disease  is  reported  to  exist.  The 
unusual  prevalence  of  small-pox  during  the  time  embraced  in  this 
report,  and  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  for  this 
purpose,  compelled  the  limitation  of  disinfection  to  all  cases  of  small- 
pox, and  to  such  cases  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  and  scarlatina  as 
from  their  surroundings  were  specially  dangerous.  The  work,  how- 
ever, was  not  neglected,  as  tracts  containing  information  as  to  what 
should  be  done  were  sent  to  the  families  of  all  persons  sick  with  this 
class  of  diseases. 

Small'pox, — An  epidemic  of  this  loathsome  and  dreaded  disease 
prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  1874  and  the  whole  of  1875,  4,648 
cases  being  reported  to  the  Board  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31, 
1875.  Of  this  number  1,532,  or  30.29  per  cent.,  were  among  the 
German  portion  of  the  population,  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  being  of  that  nationality.  A  permanent  corps  of 
vaccinators  was  organized,  and  their  effort  to  control  the  disease 
was  aided  by  the  appointment,  on  two  occasions,  of  a  larger  number 
of  physicians  for  short  periods. 

On  the  I2th  of  January,  1875,  pursuant  to  chapter  636  of  the 
Laws  of  1874,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Charities  and 
Correction,  the  Board  of  Health  took  charge  of  the  Small  Pox  Hos- 
pital on  Blackwell's  Island,  and  of  the  Reception  Hospital  estab- 
lished by  the  Commissioners  of  Charities  and  Correction  on  a  dock 
at  the  foot  of  East  Twenty-seventh  street,  adjoining  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  grounds,  and  entered  from  those  premises.  The  name  of  the 
hospital  was  changed  to  Riverside.     Dr.  J.  J.  Delaney  was  appointed 
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Resident  Physician,  and  eight  Sisters  of  Charity  were  installed  as 
nurses.  Repairs  and  alterations  of  the  hospital  were  ordered,  and  it 
was  placed  in  telegraphic  communication  with  the  office  of  the  Sani- 
tary Superintendent.  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  the  Assistant  Sanitary 
Superintendent,  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  hospital,  and  an 
orderly  and  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  were  detailed  to  accom- 
pany the  sick  from  the  Reception  Hospital  to  the  island.  These 
measures  made  this  institution  one  of  the  best  hospitals  of  the  city, 
and  did  away  with  the  greater  part  of  the  prejudice  which  had 
formerly  existed  towards  it.  Since  the  Board  of  Health  assumed 
control,  2,83s  patients  have  been  treated  in  this  institution  ;  and  408 
persons,  mostly  mothers  of  young  children  sick  with  the  disease, 
have  been  admitted  to  nurse  their  offspring  and  relatives. 

The  cause  of  this  epidemic  is  manifestly  found  in  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  people  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection 
offered  by  vaccination  and  re-vaccination.  The  German  portion  of 
our  population  have  been  especially  prejudiced  against  vaccination. 
These  facts  teach  that  a  community  cannot  afford  to  neglect  vaccina- 
tion, and  that  this  measure  must  be  pushed  vigorously  when  there  is 
no  epidemic  as  well  as  at  the  time  of  its  existence. 

Vaccinating  Corps. — This  Corps  was  organized  as  a  branch  of  the 
Sanitary  Bureau  on  October  i,  1874,  and  immediately  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  its  duties.  It  was  composed  of  a  chief  officer  entitled 
Inspector  of  Vaccination,  Dr.  James  B.  Taylor ;  of  eleven  assistant 
inspectors,  two  clerks  and  a  messenger.  As  already  set  forth,  an 
amount  of  vaccination  greater  than  could  be  performed  by  the  regular 
Corps  was  demanded  on  two  occasions,  and  a  number  of  physicians 
were  appointed  for  temporary  service.  These  have  increased  the 
number  of  physicians  employed  in  the  work  of  gratuitous  vaccination 
during  the  time  embraced  in  this  report  to  sixty-six,  many  serving 
for  short  periods  of  time. 

126,003  vaccinations  have  been  performed,  13,826  quill  points 
charged  with  vaccine  virus  have  been  furnished  gratuitously  to  various 
charitable  institutions  in  the  city,  and  $1,231.54  received  for  virus  sold 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  City  Chamberlain  during  the  1 5  months 
since  the  organization  of  this  Corps. 

The  following  circular  printed  in  large  type,  in  German  and  English, 
was  posted  in  the  halls  of  the  tenement-houses,  in  conspicuous  places, 
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during  the  summer  of  1875  ;  it  was  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee in  hopes  of  lessening  the  prejudice  against  vaccination  : 


VACCINATION. 


Health  Department,  No.  301  Mott  Street,  New  York. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health,  held  June  i,  1875,  ^^^  following  report  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Since  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  the  number  of  people  in  each  million  of  living 
population  dying  from  small>pox  has  been  greatly  diminished  : 


Cotwrev. 

Before 

Vaccination. 

Years. 

Average  Number  of 

People  in  i, 000,000 

Dying  each  year  of 

Small.pox. 

After 

Vaccination. 

Years. 

Average  Number  of  People 

Dying  each  year  of 

Small-pox  in  1,000,000 

of  Livmg  Population. 

Lower  Austria 

Upper  Austria 

East  Prussia. 

We«  Prussia 

Berlin 

1776  to  z8o6 
1776  to  z8o6 

1776  to  1780 
1780 

1781  to  Z805 

1777  to  Z805 
Z751  to  1800 

a»484 
x.4ax 
3.3ax 
9.272 

3.422 

a.174 
3."8 

Z807  to  Z850 
1807  to  Z850 
i8zo  to  1850 
x8zo  to  1850 
1810  to  1850 
1807  to  Z850 
1801  to  1850 

340 
50X 
556 
356 
176 
215 

Bohemia 

Copenhagen 
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A  great  many  more  people  die  of  small-pox  of  those  who  are  unvaccinated,  as  compared 
with  the  vaccinated : 


Placb. 

TiMB. 

Whole  Number 

having 

Small-pox. 

Deaths  in 

each  100  cases  of 

Unvaccinated. 

Deaths  in 

each  100  cases  of 

Vaccinated. 

France 

z8i6  to  X84X 
X825 

1835  to  1855 

1836  to  Z856 

1837  to  X856 

x6,397 
Z40 

X5.640 
9,000 
6,213 

16Z.8 

60 

294-5 

35 

30 

Philaddphia. 

Bohemia 

5 
7 
5 

I^adoo,  Small-pox  Hospital. . . 
Tienna.          "             "        ... 

This  table  shows  that  if  people  are  vaccinated,  and  in  after  years  get  small-pox,  that 
«Mnctunes  only  one  in  a  hundred  dies,  or  sometimes  only  one  in  twenty,  but  if  they  have  not 
been  vaccinated,  then  sixteen  or  twenty-nine,  or  thirty  or  thirty-five  in  a  hundred  die. 

The  reason  for  being  vaccinated  a  second  or  a  third  or  more  times,  is  seen  by  the  fact  that 
people  who  have  been  vaccinated  may  contract  small-pox  after  some  time.  If  small-pox  is 
Jo  the  house  or  in  the  neighborhood,  or  some  of  your  friends  have  it,  be  vaccinated  at  once,  if 
you  have  not  been  successfully  vaccinated  within  five  years,  and  have  your  family  vaccinated. 
Soall-pox  can  be  arrested  by  this  measure.  Doctors  who  are  so  much  exposed  to  the  disease 
do  not  get  small-pox,  because  they  are  frequently  vaccinated.  This  is  the  only  thing  they  use 
to  keep  off  the  disease.     Many  of  them  are  vaccinated  every  five  years. 
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Xcrer  let  jonr  diildren  be  older  than  three  or  six  months  without  being  Taccinated  so  that 
it  takes.  Never  let  them  be  over  seven  years  old  without  being  vaccinated  a  second  time. 
Wben  small>pox  is  in  the  house  where  you  live,  or  your  friends  have  it,  or  it  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, have  jour  child  vaccinated,  no  matter  what  its  age  or  its  condition,  nor  what  the 
tame  of  year. 

Vacdnation  with  a  dean  lancet  and  with  good  matter,  such  as  the  Board  of  Health  and 
good  ph\^skians  use,  seldom  produces  inflammation  of  the  arm. 

The  Board  of  Health  will  perform  free  \'accination,  at  No.  301  Mott  street,  on  week 
days,  from  9  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m. 

If  you  cannot  come,  send  your  name  and  the  number  of  the  street  at  which  you  live,  with 
a  5ta!ement  that  you  deare  to  be  vaccinated,  to  Dr.  James  B.  Taylor,  Vaccinating  Office, 
Ko.  501  Mott  street,  and  he  will  send  a  doctor  who  will  vaccinate  free  of  expense. 

Bv  order  of  the  Board. 

C  F.  CHANDLER, 

Emmons  Cla&k,  » 

Diphtk<rij. — The  prevalence  of  diphtheria  led  the  Board  to  direct 
special  investigation  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  determine  as  accurately 
as  possible  its  causes,  nature,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
occurs.  Charts  were  prepared,  to  be  filled  either  by  the  physician  in 
charge  of  the  case,  or  by  the  inspector  with  information  obtained 
from  him.  The  premises  were  carefully  examined  in  search  for 
defective  house  plumbing  or  drainage,  and  tracts  giving  directions  for 
the  sanitary-  management  of  the  disease  were  freely  circulated  among 
the  families  afflicted  with  this  terrible  scourge.  Doctors  Edward  Curtis 
and  Thomas  E,  Satherthw,\iie  were  requested  to  investigate  the  disease 
by  means  of  micro-pathological  and  other  examinations,  and  their 
report  will  be  found  in  the  present  volume. 

Trtk^U  FczTr. — Whenever  deemed  necessar\*,  cases  of  tj^phoid 
fever  reporte\i  ic^  the  Sanitary  Kureau  have  been  examined  by  the 
inspeciv^r?  with  reference  tv^  their  origin,  and  necessar\-  disinfection 
has  been  either  pertonnod  v^r  advised,  and  the  premises  have  been 
carefully  inspected!  with  a  view  tv>  the  removal  v>f  any  predisposing 
cause  or  aggravating  ciroumstanoi^s, 

C>«»/^3r:>*^^^  iVjfA>,xY.x^  ,:*  '*''*'-^v>x\  Whou  the  attention  of  the  Board 
has  been  especially  oalloxl  to  the  oases  of  j;;andors  and  farcy,  the  sub- 
ject has  been  referred  to  Pi,  ,\.  l.iau:,u\l,  CvMisuhing  Veterinary 
Surgeon,  for  investigativ^n.  The  I^vMU^  has  Iwn  made  aware  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  praotioaiix  vm,uIk\uo  the  vv^soaso  from  the  horses 
of  the  city,  but  as   it  rarx^ly  artvvts   Jvuman   afo,  U   has  not  seemed 
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proper  to  divert  the  already  insufficient  funds  of  the  Board  to  such  a 
purpose.  The  ordinances  of  the  Code  bearing  upon  this  subject 
have  been  made  more  stringent,  and  printed  copies  have  been 
circulated  among  the  veterinary  surgeons  of  the  city. 

Hydrophobia. — During  March  and  April  of  1874,  four  persons 
perished  in  this  city  from  hydrophobia,  and  a  panic  fomented  by  numer- 
ous communications  from  ignorant  persons  and  injudicious  newspaper 
articles,  seized  upon  the  community.  The  public  excitement  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  give  the  matter  its  attention. 
Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  together  with  Dr.  A.  F.  Liautard,  Professor 
in  the  N.  Y.  Veterinary  College,  and  Consulting  Veterinary  Surgeon  to 
thft  Department,  were  invited  to  express  their  views  upon  the  subject. 
As  the  result  of  their  communications,  a  circular  was  prepared  con- 
taining brief  directions  for  the  recognition  of  rabies  in  the  dog  and 
for  appropriate  treatment  in  cases  of  bites  by  rabid  animals.  These 
cards  were  posted  in  station-houses  and  various  public  places,  were 
distributed  among  the  people,  and  their  text  was  published  in  the 
newspapers.  At  the  same  time  Sanitary  Inspector  Charles  P.  Russel, 
M.  D.,  who  had  studied  the  disease  with  special  attention  both  here 
and  abroad,  was  instructed  to  prepare  a  complete  report  upon  the 
subject  of  rabies  This  will  be  found  to  embrace  a  comprehensive 
history  of  the  affection,  with  its  geographical  distribution,  its  appear- 
ance in  various  times  and  countries  as  an  epizootic  ;  an  exhaustive  stat- 
istical inquiry  into  its  comparative  prevalence  during  the  four  seasons, 
the  conditions  of  its  production  and  spread,  its  symptoms  in  different 
species  of  animals,  and  a  consideration  of  the  proper  sanitary  measures 
for  its  suppression. 

Rescue  of  Drowning  Persons, — The  life-saving  apparatus  placed  at 
different  piers  along  the  river  front,  for  use  in  the  rescue  of  drowning 
persons,  has  been  carefully  overhauled  and  repaired,  and  redistributed 
with  such  changes  in  location  as  seemed  best  adapted  to  the  public 
wants ;  being  removed  from  such  ferries  as  were  provided  with  other 
means  of  rescue,  and  placed  at  some  of  the  more  frequented  piers 
devoted  to  commercial  interests.  The  necessary  exposure  of  the 
apparatus  is  such  as  to  subject  it  to  rough  handling,  not  only  when 
occasion  calls  it  into  use,  but  even  when  no  such  occasion  exists  ;  the 
curiosity  of  idle  loungers  or  the  pranks  of  mischievous  boys   may 
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cause  more  injury  than  would  result  from  honest  wear  and  tear. 
Wherever  the  apparatus  or  any  portion  of  it  has  been  located,  there 
are  evidences  that  it  has  proved  serviceable  in  rescuing  persons  from 
the  water,  and  thus  saving  lives  ;  but  as  at  these  piers  there  are  no 
persons  who  feel  any  special  responsibility,  or  interest  in  the  apparatus 
beyond  the  occasion  calling  it  into  use,  no  memoranda  are  kept  of 
these  occurrences,  and  hence  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  reliable 
statistics  ;  yet  it  is  the  belief  of  this  Board  that  its  usefulness  would 
warrant  the  expenditure  of  extending  it  more  generally  along  the 
water  front. 

Sunstroke. — Nineteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause  in 
each  of  the  two  years,  1874  and  1875.  The  Board  issued  a  circular 
prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  each  of  these  years,  and 
copies  were  widely  distributed  among  the  laboring  classes.  The 
circular  for  1874  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  for  1873. 
The  following  was  distributed  in  1875  : 

SUNSTROKE. 

Health  Department,  ) 

No.  301  MoTT  Street,  New  York.  ) 

The  following  report  of  the  Sanitary  Commitee  of  the  Board  of  Health,  upon  sun- 
stroke, b  approved  and  published  by  the  Board : 

Sunstroke  b  caused  by  excessive  heat,  and  especially  if  the  weather  is  **  muggy."  It  is 
more  apt  to  occur  on  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  day  of  a  heated  term  than  on  the  first. 
Loss  of  sleep,  worry,  excitement,  close  sleeping  rooms,  debility,  abuse  of  stimulants,  predis- 
pose to  it.  It  is  more  apt  to  attack  those  working  in  the  sun,  and  especially  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  o'clock  in  morning  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  On  hot  days  wear 
thin  clothing.  Have  as  cool  sleeping  rooms  as  possible.  Avoid  loss  of  sleep  and  all 
unnecessary  fatigue.  If  working  in-doors,  and  where  there  is  artificial  heat — laundries,  etc — 
see  that  the  room  is  well  ventilated. 

If  working  in  the  sun,  wear  a  light  hat  (not  black,  as  it  absorbs  heat),  straw,  etc.,  and 
put  inside  of  it,  on  the  head,  a  wet  cloth  or  a  large  green  leaf;  frequently  lift  the  hat  from 
the  head  and  see  that  the  cloth  is  wet.  Do  not  check  perspiration,  but  drink  what  water  you 
need  to  keep  it  up,  as  perspiration  prevents  the  body  from  being  overheated.  Have,  when- 
ever possible,  an  additional  shade,  as  a  thin  umbrella,  when  walking,  a  canvas  or  board  cover 
when  working  in  the  sun.  When  much  fatigued  do  not  go  to  work,  but  be  excused  from 
work,  especially  after  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  very  hot  days,  if  the  work  b  in  the 
sun.  If  a  feeling  of  fatigue,  dizziness,  headache,  or  exhaustion  occurs,  cease  work  immedi- 
ately, lie  down  in  a  shady  and  cool  place ;  apply  cold  cloths  to  and  pour  cold  water  over 
head  and  neck.  If  any  one  is  overcome  by  the  heat,  send  immediately  for  the  nearest  good 
physician.  While  waiting  for  the  phyj^ician  give  the  person  cool  drinks  of  water  or  cold  black 
tea,  or  cold  coffee,  if  able  to  sA^allow.     If  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry  sponge  with,  or  pour  cold 
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water  over  the  body  and  limbs,  and  apply  to  the  head  pounded  ice  wrapped  in  a  towel  or 
other  cloth.  If  there  is  no  ice  at  hand,  keep  a  cold  cloth  on  the  head,  and  pour  cold  water 
on  it  as  well  as  on  the  body. 

If  the  person  b  pale,  very  faint,  and  pulse  feeble,  let   him  inhale   ammonia  for  a  few 

seconds,  or  give  him  a  teaspoonful  of  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  in  two  tablespoonfuls  of 

water  with  a  little  sugar. 


By  order  of  the  Board, 
Emmons  Clark,  Secretary, 


C.  F.  CHANDLER,  President. 


Infant  Mortality. — In  1875,  the  number  of  deaths  in  persons  over 
five  years  of  age  was  15,784.  Had  the  ratio  of  deaths  under  five 
years  of  age  been  the  same  as  in  1867  (53  to  47),  the  number  under 
five  years  of  age  would  have  been  15,784  x  |h}  =  17,799.  The 
actual  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  was  14,839,  show- 
ing a  saving  of  2,960  children.  Even  assuming  that  the  sanitary 
improvements  during  the  past  ten  years  have  not  diminished  the 
deaths  in  those  above  five  years  of  age,  they  must  at  least  be  credited 
with  this  reduction  of  infant  mortality.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe,  however,  that  there  has  been  a  great  saving  of  lives  above 
the  age  of  five  years,  and  a  corresponding  diminution  in  deaths  under 
this  age.  Now,  if  Playfair  is  right  in  estimating  the  sickness-rate  at 
twenty-eight  times  the  death-rate,  the  above-mentioned  figures  show 
a  most  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  public  health. 

The  following  table  indicates  in  its  last  column  a  steady  falling  of 
the  percentage  of  deaths  during  the  last  nine  years,  in  children  under 
five  years  of  age  : 

Infant  Mortality, 


Ybar. 


.867. 
1868. 
1869. 
x«7a, 
187,., 
187a.. 
««73.. 

»875.. 


Total  Deaths. 


23.264 
24.705 
25,167 
27»i74 
26,976 
33.423 
29,027 
28,589 
30,633 


Deaths  over 
5  yean. 


10,990 
11,638 
12,308 
13.841 
14,005 
16,335 
14.833 
14.533 
15.784 


Deaths  under 
5  years. 


12,274 
13.067 
12,859 
13.333 
12.971 
16.188 
14.182 
13.956 
14.839 


Percentage. 


Over  5  years    Under  5  years 
of  Age.  of  Age. 


47.00 
47-50 
48.91 
50.94 
51.93 
50.43 
51.24 
51.19 
51-72 


53-00 
52.50 
51.09 
49.06 
48.08 
49.58 
48.76 
48. 8z 
48.28 
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The  following  table,  showing  the  relation  of  the  weather  to  infant 
mortality  during  the  most  fatal  weeks  of  the  last  nine  years  explains 
itself : 


Year. 

Week. 

Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  under  five 

years  of  age  from 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

Mean 
Temperature. 

Mean 
Humidity. 

1867 

33d 
39th 
38th 

„th 

38th 
37th 
39th 
30th 
30th 

708 

X,X42 

736 
1,041 

833 

X.59' 
9»7 
86x 

939 

334 

396 
363 
379 
303 
618 
418 
349 
939 

75- 

88. 

76.37 

83. 3X 

79.48 

83.97 

73.80 

74.80 

73.60 

78.00 
60.00 
63.33 
53.81 
63.48 
75. ox 
67.00 
56.00 
69.00 

x868 

«869 

X870 

1871 

1873 

X873 

1874 

X875 

Average 

9.718                             433 

1 

The  excessive  infant  mortality  in  tenement-houses  depends  on  a 
variety  of  causes.  Through  poverty,  ignorance,  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  parents  the  child  is  often  insufficiently  or  badly  nourished. 
The  arrangement  of  the  rooms  is  necessarily  such  as  to  preclude  a 
proper  supply  of  pure  air,  nor  can  this  be  obtained  in  the  streets  or 
on  the  house  tops  in  the  warm  days  and  nights  of  summer,  when 
street-gutters  are  reeking  with  slops  and  garbage.  The  children  of 
this  class  usually  keep  late  hours,  and  their  insufficient  clothing  in  a 
variable  climate,  with  a 'consequent  exposure  to  sudden  changes  of 
temperature,  conspire  to  render  their  existence  precarious.  When 
sickness  comes,  the  apathy  or  ignorance  of  the  mother  often  prevents 
her  from  availing  herself  of  medical  skill,  and  if  the  disease  is  conta- 
gious the  crowded  apartment  furnishes  the  most  favorable  condition 
for  its  perpetuation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  was  extensively 
circulated  among  the  tenement-house  population  : 

Never  neglect  looseness  of  the  bowels  in  an  infant  ;  consult  the  family  or  dispensary 
physician  at  once,  and  he  will  give  you  rules  about  what  it  should  take  and  how  it  should  be 
nursed.  Keep  your  rooms  as  cool  as  possible,  have  them  well  ventilated,  and  do  not  allow 
any  bad  smell  to  come  from  sinks,  privies,  garbage  boxes,  gutters  about  the  house  where  you 
live.  See  that  your  own  apartments  are  right,  and  complain  to  the  Board  of  Health,  301 
Mott  street,  if  the  neighborhood  b  offensive.     Where  an  infant  is  cross  and  irritable  in  the 
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hot  weather,  a  trip  on  the  water  will  do  it  a  great  deal  of  good  (ferry-boat  or  steamboat),  and 
may  prevent  cholera  infantum.  Do  not  allow  your  children  to  eat  unripe  or  decayed  fruit. 
An  infant  under  a  year  old  should  not  have  any  fruit  except  by  a  physician^s  order. 

In  very  hot  weather,  dress  your  children  in  thin  clothing,  and  bathe  them  with  cool  water 
one  or  more  times  a  day.  Children  under  ten  months  to  a  year  old  do  not  need  anything  but 
the  breast  or  good  milk  (cow's  milk,  when  pure,  is  made  like  women's  milk,  by  adding  one- 
third  water  to  two-thirds  milk,  and  warming  to  blood-heat,  and  a  little  over  one-fourth  of  an 
ounce  of  white  sugar  to  a  pint  of  the  mixture  of  milk  and  water  ;  but  in  the  city  much  of  the 
milk  has  plenty  of  water  and  too  little  cream). 

If  you  do  not  nurse  the  child,  see  that  the  nursing-bottle,  tube  and  mouthpiece  are  kept 
in  clean  water  when  not  used,  and  the  addition  of  a  little  soda  will  keep  them  from  becoming 
sour.  If  the  baby  does  not  thrive  well  on  cow's  milk  consult  a  physician,  and  take  him 
some  of  the  milk  you  are  using,  or  bring  it  to  No.  301  Mott  street,  and  the  Board  of  Health 
will  examine  it  for  you. 

Street  Cars. — The  subject  of  overcrowding  the  horse-cars  of  the 
city,  and  the  means  of  preventing  accidents  on  entering  or  leaving 
them  have  continued  to  engage  the*  attention  of  the  Board,  but  a 
careful  inquiry  into  the  subject  has  thus  far  failed  to  reveal  a  practical 
remedy.     Pressure  has  repeatedly  been  brought  to  bear  upon  city  car 
companies  in  order  to  compel  them  to  abandon  the  use  of  cushions 
on  the  seats,  and  of  padded  backs.     Filth  and  vermin  are  collected 
by  these  media  and,  no  doubt  contagious  diseases  are  often  propa- 
gated by  them.     The  companies  have  for  the  most  part  complied 
fully  with   the   requirements   of  the   Sanitary  Code,   and  in    a  few 
months,  without  hardship  to  these  companies,  all  the  cars  of  the  city 
will  be  relieved  from  these  objectionable  features. 

The  action  of  the  Board  as  regards  the  ventilation  of  the  Eighth 
avenue  line,  was  followed  by  a  voluntary  acquiescence  on  the  part  of 
the  Ninth  avenue  line,  in  the  same  direction,  and  all  the  cars  now 
being  constructed  are  furnished  with  the  most  improved  appliances 
known  in  modern  car  building. 

Steam  Railroads, — On  the  2Sth  of  August,  1874,  the  following 
resolutions  were  passed : 

IVhtreaSy  The  locomotives  of  the  New  Haven,  Harlem,  and  Hudson  River  Railroads, 
on  Fourth  avenue,  above  Forty-second  street,  are  a  source  of  most  serious  annoyance  to 
the  residents  on  the  avenue  and  on  the  cross-streets  to  Lexington  and  Madison  avenues,  and 
of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  on  account  of  the  con- 
stant use  of  steam  whistles  and  the  dense  volumes  of  smoke  and  cinders  which  issue  from  the 
smoke  pipes ;  and 

Wfureas^  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board  these  nuisances  are  detrimental  to  the  public 
health;  and 

Whereas^  This  Board  b  of  the  opinion  that  the  use  of  the  steam  whistles,  except  as  danger 
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signals,  is  unnecessary,  and  the  production  of  the  smoke  and  cinders  is  caused  by  the  use  of 
inferior  semi- bituminous  coal  and  the  neglect  to  use  the  coal-consuming  contrivances  adopted 
in  Europe ;  therefore 

Resotved^  That  the  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Conmiittee  be  and  hereby 
are  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Superintendents  of  the  above-mentioned  rail- 
roads, and  secure  relief  from  these  intolerable  and  unnecessary  evils. 

In  consequence  of  this  conference,  the  Superintendents  of  the 
roads  above-mentioned  cheerfully  adopted  the  views  of  the  Board, 
and  the  annoyance  has  since  existed  at  its  minimum. 

Fourth  Avenue  Improvement, — The  completion  of  this  great  and 
important  work  upon  the  plans  adopted  for  its  sewerage  and  drainage 
has  greatly  improved  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  portion  of  the  city. 
The  diseases  of  malarial  origin,  which  have  recently  prevailed  along 
this  route  in  consequence  of  the  necessary  disturbance  of  so  large  a 
quantity  of  soil,  have  ceased,  and  we  no  longer  hear  of  accidents  from 
passing  trains,  at  the  street  crossings,  or  from  the  deep  excavations 
which  have  been  a  constant  source  of  danger  to  pedestrains. 

Public  Schools, — ^These  physical  and  intellectual  nurseries  of  the 
State  should  be  sanitary  models.  The  efforts  of  this  Board  have  been 
directed,  during  the  period  included  in  this  report,  towards  making 
their  surroundings  as  salubrious  as  possible,  rather  than  in  suggesting 
radical,  and  for  the  present  impracticable  changes  in  construction. 
Sanitary  defects  of  no  small  magnitude  exist  in  them,  the  correction 
of  which  is  exceedingly  important  in  its  bearing  on  the  public  health. 
The  Board  of  Education  has  been  in  full  communication  with  this 
Board  upon  the  subject  of  small-pox,  and  has  given  this  Board  all 
possible  facilities  for  vaccinating  the  children  under  its  care.  The 
Vaccinating  Corps  has,  since  it  organization,  performed  17, SOS  vaccina- 
tions in  the  schools,  issuing  to  each  pupil  vaccinated  tht  following 

CERTIFICATE   OF   VACCINATION. 


THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 

Hereby  certifies  that has  received  the  benefit  of  a  perfect  vaccination. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  officers  of  this  Department  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  this 

day  of  187 

C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

President, 
Emmons  Clark, 

Secretary. 

Inspector  of  Vaccination. 
For  history  of  case,  see  register  of  No. 
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with  the  view  of  impressing  upon  the  children  the  importance  of  this 
prophylactic  measure.  The  Board  of  Education  has  been  furnished 
with  a  weekly,  and  when  necessary  a  bi-weekly  list  of  families  in  which 
small-pox  has  occurred,  and  whose  children  attended  school,  with 
a  view  to  their  exclusion  until  after  the  period  of  incubation.  In 
addition  to  the  vaccination  in  the  public  schools,  there  has  been  per- 
formed in  the  schools  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society  2,384  vaccinations,, 
making  a  total  in  the  schools  of  19,889 

Public  Parks, — The  advantage  of  public  parks  in  a  densely  crowded 
city  like  New  York  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  those  already  in 
existence  contribute  greatly  to  the  public  health.  They  are  valuable 
for  all  classes,  and  supply  not  only  fresh  air  but  recreation,  which  is 
especially  necessary  for  the  children,  particularly  of  the  poor,  who  are 
obliged  either  to  remain  imprisoned  in  the  limited  rooms  of  the 
crowded  tenement-houses,  or  to  play  in  the  streets  where  the  air  is  foul 
from  various  emanations.  While  the  existing  parks  are  admirable  as 
far  as  they  go,  and  of  inestimable  advantage  to  this  community,  there 
is  still  a  great  want  of  additional  parks  in  certain  sections  of  the  city^ 
The  most  populous  portion  of  the  island,  viz.:  The  Fourth,  Seventh, 
Tenth,  and  Thirteenth  Wards,  with  portions  of  the  Eleventh  and 
Seventeenth,  comprising  that  portion  of  the  city  east  of  the  Bowery 
and  south  of  Houston  street,  is  so  distant  from  any  available  park 
that  the  children  of  the  poor  are  practically  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
fresh  air.  The  same  is,  to  a  considerable  extent,  true  of  the  portion 
of  the  city  west  of  Broadway  in  the  Sixteenth  and  Twentieth  Wards. 

The  most  feasible  plan  for  supplying  this  want  is  the  establishment 
of  three  or  four  small  parks,  each  covering  a  single  block,  appropri- 
ately laid  out  with  greensward,  shade  trees,  and  seats. 

The  lives  of  many  children  would  be  saved  every  summer  were 
such  breathing  spots  accessible  to  their  homes. 

Public  Markets, — ^The  condition  of  the  public  markets  has  been  as 
good  as  the  several  structures  will  admit.  Most  of  these  are  old,  and 
to  place  them  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  would  require  their 
entire  reconstruction.  The  present  Superintendent  is  efficient  and 
watchful,  and  members  of  the  Sanitary  Police  who  are  skilled  in  this 
line  of  duty  have  made  daily  inspections  with  a  view  to  the  discovery 
of  improper  articles  of  food  exposed  for  sale. 


Street  Pavements. — One  of  the  primary  conditions  necessary  for 

securing  civic  cleanliness  and  its  agency  in  the  promotion  of  public 
health,  is  a  system  of  smooth  and  durable  pavements.  It  is  gratifying 
to  this  Department »  and  must  be  so  to  the  general  public,  to  see  the 
irregular  cobble-stone  pavement  gradually  replaced  by  the  more  uni- 
form and  durable  one  of  trap  rock  or  granite.  Either  one  of  these»  in 
the  form  of  cubical  blocks,  and  securely  laid  on  a  firm  and  well  pre- 
pared bed,  constitutes  a  pavement  conducive  to  health,  in  that  it  is 
readily  and  easily  cleaned,  well  adapted  to  business  from  the  compara- 
tive ease  with  which  heavily  laden  vehicles  are  drawn  over  a  smooth 
roadway,  and  durable,  not  only  from  the  hardness  of  the  material, 
but  the  foundation  being  firm,  the  regular  sides  of  each  well-laid 
block  assist  to  keep  the  contiguous  blocks  in  place.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  rounded  sides  of  the  cobble  stone  afford  no  such  support, 
The  stones  are,  therefore,  easily  displaced,  the  surface  becomes  rough, 
defying  the  broom,  and  proving  equally  destructive  to  welUworn 
vehicles  and  jaded  horses.  The  wood  pavements  in  use,  though 
they  may  be  of  temporary  service  for  light  vehicles,  have  in  this,  both 
in  sanitary  and  business  point  of  view,  proved  entire  failures. 

Setverage, — Whenever  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  reported 
sewers  obstructed  or  out  of  repair,  or  whenever  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  through  any  street  has  been  recommended  as  a  sanitary  neces- 
sity, the  Board  has  promptly  referred  the  matter  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  for  the  necessary  action.  Especial  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  sewer  in  Centre  street,  between  Pearl  and  Canal 
streets,  as  entirely  inadequate  to  drain  the  district  in  which  it  is 
located.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  upon  which  this  sewer  rests, 
portions  of  it  were  found  to  have  sunken  below  the  original  level, 
forming  depressions  in  which  water  and  filth  had  collected  to  a  con- 
siderable depth  ;  at  other  points  the  sewer  had  become  so  obstructed 
by  the  solid  portions  of  the  sewage  as  to  render  it  wholly  inadequate 
for  its  purpose,  and  the  neighboring  cellars,  instead  of  being  drained, 
were  found  to  be  flooded  by  the  water  backing  up  from  the  obstructed 
sewen  This  was  particularly  the  case  with  the  cellar  beneath  the 
City  Prison,  the  surface  of  which  was  found  covered  with  water  to  a 
considerable  depth.  It  was  earnestly  urged  that  this  sewer  be  taken 
tip,  and  a  substantial  one  constructed  which  w^ould  be  adequate  to  the 
complete  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  district.     The  Board   takes 
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pleasure  in  stating  that  this  recommendation  was  complied  with  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and 
at  the  time  of  this  writing  the  improved  condition  of  the  cellars  in 
the  vicinity  amply  testifies  to  the  importance  of  this  work. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  construct  sewers  from  river  to  river,  in 
order  that  the  tide-water  may  wash  through  and  thus  effect  a  thorough 
cleansing.  However  desirable  such  a  system  of  sewerage  may  appear, 
the  topography  of  this  island  renders  it  wholly  impracticable,  as  the 
great  depth  to  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  excavate  in  nearly 
every  street,  would  involve  the  city  in  an  enormous  expense,  which 
would  be  unjustifiable  in  view  of  our  present  facilities  for  flushing.  It 
is  now  estimated  that  100,000,000  gallons  of  Croton  water  pass  through 
our  sewers  daily,  which,  in  addition  to  the  rain-fall,  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Board,  sufficient  to  wash  out  pretty  effectively  all  of  the  well- 
constructed  sewers.  Efforts  to  utilize  sewerage  so  largely  diluted  as 
is  that  of  this  city  would,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  result  in  an 
absolute  failure,  so  far  as  it  regards  economy,  the  saving  at  the  most 
liberal  calculation  not  exceeding  one-third  of  the  cost ;  as  there  are  no 
contiguous  lands  for  irrigation,  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  so  far  as  New 
York  is  concerned,  sewage  farming  is  out  of  the  question. 

Receiving  Basins, — The  receiving  basins  at  the  street  corners  are 
often  sources  of  foul   odors,   particularly  in  dry  weather.      These 
basins  receive  the  surface  water  from  streets  and  sidewalks,  and  fre- 
quently have  washed  into  them  large  quantities  of  street  and  gutter 
filth,  especially  in   neighborhoods  where  there  are   large  tenement 
populations  or  much  street  traffic.     Much  of  this  filth  accumulates  at 
the  bottom  of  the  basin,  while  the  water  passes  through  into  the 
sewer,  enough  remaining  in  the  basin  to  form  a  water-seal  or  trap. 
In  ordinary  times  the  water-seal  is  perhaps  sufficient  to  trap  the  basin, 
and  thus  to  prevent  the  escape  of  gases  from  the  sewer  into  the  street ; 
biit  in  seasons  of  drought,  where  there  is  no  fall  of  rain  for  several 
successive  weeks,  the  water-seal  becomes  exhausted  by  evaporation  ; 
the  organic  matter  which  has  accumulated  in  the  basin  being  thus 
exposed   to  the  atmosphere,  decomposition  is  established,  and  the 
gases  developed  by  this   process,  as  well   as   those   resulting   from 
scarcity  of  water  within  the  sewer,  find  ready  escape  through  the 
unsealed  trap  of  the  receiving  basin  into  the  external  air.     The  oflTen- 
sive  odors  escaping  from  these  street  basins  during  protracted  seasons 
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of  hot  and  dry  weather  induced  the  Board  to  ask  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  to  cause  these  basins  to  be  flushed  from  the  street 
hydrants,  at  stated  intervals,  during  the  dry  and  hot  season  of 
summer,  with  a  view  to  arrest  decomposition  and  replenish  the  ex- 
hausted traps. 

Drainage — Tidal  Lands — Sunken  Lots, — During  the  period  em- 
braced in  this  report  the  usual  share  of  the  Board's  attention  has  been 
dcvdtc^l  to  the  subject  of  land  drainage  and  the  treatment  of  tidal 
lands  and  sunken  lots.  Sewerage,  although  conveying  away  the 
wantc  and  surface-water,  is  not  adequate  to  the  removal  of  soil 
fnoiftttirc,  «ind  in  order  to  effect  a  proper  draina:4e  of  the  soil  it  is 
firco<%<iary  often  to  resort  to  deep  drains  independent  of  sewers. 

I'ndcr  chapter  556,  Laws  of  1871,  during  the  year  1874  eleven 
frrtifiratr<i,  «;otting  forth  the  necessity  for  draining  certain  lands  by 
ffthrr  mvAW^  than  by  sewers,  were  referred  to  the  proper  departments 
for  thr  nrcr«;«*ary  action.  Of  these  eleven  certificates  six  were  in 
f/lrifiofi  t<»  \i\x\iU  on  the  island,  and  were  referred  to  the  Department 
iA  I'libhf.  Work**,  while  five,  in  relation  to  lands  in  the  new  district, 
w^r/'  H '^  rrcd  td  the  Department  of  Public  Parks.  During  the 
ytM  iH/^,  hhrrii  Himilar  certificates,  ten  of  them  referring  to  lands 
i*h  III/'  \^U\\i\  and  five  to  lands  in  the  new  district,  were  for  the  same 
|Mn|#o.r  M  frnrd  to  the  respective  departments.  In  addition  to 
til'  .<  \U\v.  win:  several  recommendations  for  filling  sunken  lots, 
.uffl  I'/i  Hi.iiniiiij,  levelling,  and  grading  tidal  lands.  The  necessity 
\*i\    ihIi  .«Hion  it*  warranted  by  the  continued  existence  of  malarial 

/\li//  htook,  which  in  practically  an  open  sewer  running  through 
\Ut  :jiiilh<  iibfrin  poition  of  the  district  recently  annexed,  has  claimed 
lh«  moIim;  n(  Hmt  Hoard  again,  as  it  will  continue  to  do  until  a  com- 
|iM  h/  Maiv*  A\^\i\u  of  hrwcrage  and  drainage  is  properly  carried  out. 
Whilr  |iM  :^i^lll^;  upoii  tlir  proper  authorities  the  incalculable  sanitary 
vahir  ii\  hih  h  a  procriMling,  the  Board  has  recognized  the  importance 
ui  ^jivin^.;  all  trni|»orary  relief  possible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict.htiin  thelow  land**  draining  into  it  and  from  the  offensive  emana- 
tioiih  hotn  \U  (ontrnts.  By  the  direction  of  the  Board,  in  the  spring 
of  1H74,  and  a^ain  in  1H75,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  this  brook, 
tlic  inoMt  odfcnsivc  portion,  was  the  subject  of  attention.     In  order  to 


63 

make  the  current  as  swift  as  possible,  obstructions  were  removed 
from  the  bed,  the  channel  in  some  places  levelled  and  deepened,  the 
banks  were  in  many  instances  straightened,  and  the  sediment  removed, 
disinfected,  and  covered  with  fresh  earth.  The  amount  expended  in 
this  work  was  $425.50  in  1874,  and  $413.25  in  1875. 

Croton  Water. — An  examination  of  the  Croton  water  is  made 
weekly  by  the  chemist  of  this  department,  and  the  result  is  commu- 
nicated to  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  who  is  instructed  to  report  to 
the  Board  any  indications  of  impurities  likely  to  injure  the  public 
health.  The  facts  heretofore  established  by  chemical  investigations 
as  to  the  purity  of  Croton  water  are  constantly  confirmed.  The  fol- 
lowing tables  present  the  average  result  of  the  weekly  examinations 
for  the  years  1873,  1874,  and  1875. 

The  Average  Results  of  the  Weekly  Examinations  of  Croton  Water, 

TABLE   I. 

Grains  in  onr  U.  S.  Gallon  of  331  Cubic  Inches. 


YlAR. 

Inorganic 
Matter. 

! 

Organic  and         Totjj  Solids. 
Volatile  Matter. 

1 
Hardness           '  Oxygen  required 
Equivalent  to               to  Oxidize 
Carbonate  of  Lime.  ,  Organic  Matter. 

i«73 

3.634 
3-395 
3.a98 

0.925 

Z.039 

X.070 

4.560 

4  424 
4.368 

X.978 
1.943 

0.078* 
0.006 

1874 

i«75 

1.032                                     O.I29 

•' 

TABLE  II. 
Parts  in  xoo,ooo. 


Yeak. 

Inorganic 
Matter. 

Organic  and         jot^l  Solids. 
Volatile  Matter. 

Hardness 

Equivalent  to 

Carbonate  of  Lime. 

Oxygen  required 

to  Oxidize 
Organic  Matter. 

2873 

6.230 
5.830 
5.656 

X.590 
X.760 
1.835 

7.820 
7.590 
7.49' 

3-395 
3.33a 
3.293 

0.135 
o.x66 

1874 

1875 

0.21X 
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Occasionally,  complaint  is  made  of  turbidity  in  the  water  and 
of  disagreeable  odor.  These  conditions  are  inevitable  at  certain 
seasons,  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  rain-fall  or  drought  and  some- 
times to  the  fact  that  the  melting  of  the  ice  and  snow  in  the  spring, 
before  the  frost  comes  out  of  the  ground,  causes  a  scouring  of  the 
surface  and  the  washing  into  the  streams  of  vegetable  and  earthy 
matter.  Careful  scrutiny  of  the  reports  of  sickness  and  deaths  at  such 
seasons  fails  to  show  any  unfavorable  influence  of  this  condition  of 
the  water  on  the  public  health.  It  is  not  believed  that  contamination 
of  the  Croton  of  an  injurious  character  is  possible.  During  these 
periods  when  the  water  is  not  pleasant  to  the  senses,  it  is  often  sug- 
gested that  the  old  wells  of  the  city  should  be  opened  and  used.  Well- 
water,  as  it  always  undergoes  filtration  through  the  soil  before  it 
reaches  the  well,  is  clear,  and  it  is  generally  cool  and  palatable,  and 
for  this  reason  is  more  acceptable  to  tlie  taste  than  river  water ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  often  these  qualities  may  exist,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  the  water  carries  with  it  the  poison  of  typhoid  fever 
and  other  diseases,  and  that  under  no  circumstances  can  the  well- 
water  of  a  populous  community  be  used  without  danger  of  serious 
epidemics. 

The  Adulteration  of  Milk  has  received  considerable  attention 
during  the  past  two  years,  and  thirty-seven  convictions  have  been 
obtained  under  the  sanitary  ordinance  covering  this  subject,  the  fines 
being  paid  into  the  city  treasury.  The  arrest  and  prompt  punish- 
ment of  those  who  tamper  with  an  article  of  daily  use  throughout  the 
city  has  already  been  attended  with  salutary  effects,  and,  if  successfully 
continued,  must  ultimately  stop  an  evil  of  long  standing  and  great 
extent. 

Unwholesome  Meat. — An  inspection  of  the  meats  sold  at  the 
different  markets  was  made  by  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
pany of  Police,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  such 
food  condemned  during  the  years  1874  and  1875.  Much  unwhole- 
some meat,  no  doubt,  escapes  the  notice  of  the  Inspectors,  and  is 
distributed  in  private  markets  and  sold  to  the  poor,  who  are  attracted 
by  the  low  prices  at  which  it  is  offered.  It  is  a  subject  of  regret  that 
this  Board  has  not  the  means  to  maintain  a  more  complete  supervision 
of  the  entire  food  supply  of  the  city. 
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Amotmi  of  Meat  ^  Fishy  etc^  seized  ami  condemned  by  the  Samtary  Company  for  the  year  1874. 


1874. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Hop 

VeaL 

Veal:  Bob;.... 
VealiCut:.... 
Calves  (Bob).. 
CalTcs  'Case). 

Beef 

Poultry 

KS» 

Squirrels. 

Game 

Poric. ........ 

Mottoo 

Rabbits 

Fish 

Lambs 

Ham 

Pigeoos- 

Scollops. 

Venisoo. 

ChecK 


CoraedBeef.. 
Tongues 


CARCASSCS.  POUNXM. 


58 

497 

146 


«.373 

999 

355 


z6 


a,i34 


17.754 
19,843 


1.808 

5.366 

685 

334.054 


1,080 


95 
467 
540 
140 

46 


448 


Ammmt  of  Meat,  Fish,  etc.,  seized  and  condemned  by  the  Samtary  Company  for  the  year  1875, 


1875- 

1 

CARCASSES.     ' 

POUNDS. 

NO,  OF. 

GALLONS. 

Catde 

40 

1.295 

64 

67 

X5t 

1,600 

8 

Cahres'Bobl 

CalTei(Caie) 

! 

(^>tm;Heads)... 

Cattle  Feet 

Sheep 

Hop 
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Amou9it  of  Meat^  Fish^  etc,^  Seized  and  CofuUtmud^  etc, — (Continued). 


1875. 

CARCASSES. 

POUNDS. 

NO.  OP. 

GALLONS. 

Beef. 



34 

6.34a 

4.576 

8,054 

4«7 

306 

93.209 

265 

134 
75 

...... 

Veal 

Mutton 

Cai]«aar*      

Fish 

Game. ,,, ..,^  ,r, ■,'■,,-,-■,■,, -r  — 

I^mbff, . . , ......,...,,-.,,,,,,---,--- 

Cofned  Beef 

Bear  M«at 

Scollops 

34 

The  Sale  of  Poisons, — ^The  number  of  deaths  from  accidental, 
and  specially  from  intentional  poisoning,  in  1874  and  1875,  has  led 
the  Board  to  issue  a  circular,  which  was  distributed  among  druggfists, 
painters,  color  dealers  and  others.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
much  good  has  resulted  from  thus  calling  the  attention  of  tradesmen 
to  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons. 

Sanitary  Bureau, — ^The  Sanitary  Bureau  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Superin- 
tendent. It  includes  the  Inspectorial;  Disinfecting  and  Vaccinating 
Corps,  and  is  charged  with  the  care  of  the  Reception  and  Riverside 
Hospitals  for  contagious  diseases.  There  are  ten  regular  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  six  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  all  of  whom  are 
physicians.  In  addition  to  these  there  is  one  Assistant  Inspector 
who  is  an  engineer,  and  one  is  a  chemist.  There  is  a  Chief  of 
the  Disinfecting  Corps,  who  is  a  chemist ;  and  a  Chief  of  the  Vacci- 
nating Corps  and  twelve  Vaccinators  who  are  physicians. 

In  addition  to  this  regular  force,  inspectors  are  temporarily  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  demand,  for  the  detection 
and  arrest  of  violators  of  certain  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  and 
to  meet  special  emergencies. 

The  city  is  divided  into  districts,  whose  size  depends  upon  the 
strength  of  the  inspectorial  force  and  somewhat  upon  the  especial 
character  of  the  population.  These  districts  are  under  the  charge  of 
a  Sanitary  Inspector,  or  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  duty 
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it  is  to  report  in  proper  form  all  nuisances  or  conditions  which  endan- 
ger the  public  health  ;  to  care  for  contagious  diseases,  and  to  see 
that  the  orders  of  the  Board  are  executed.  They  are  always  on  duty, 
and  are  liable  to  be  detailed  to  any  part  of  the  city  at  any  time  for 
special -duty.  The  delicate  and  responsible  nature  of  their  services, 
since  the  orders  of  the  Board  are  mainly  based  on  their  reports, 
necessitates  that  they  be  men  of  education,  capacity  and  integrity, 
and  that  they  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  their  various  duties. 

Report  of  the  Work  Performed  in  the  Sanitary  Bureau  for  Twenty  Months — Mi^  I, 
1874,  to  December  31,  1875. 


Mattsr  and  Places  Imspbctbd. 


Public  buildings 

Tenement  houses 

PlTvaie  dwellings. 

Other  dwellings 

Dangerous  buildings. 

Uninhabited  dwellings 

Manufactories  and  workshops 

Stores  and  warehouses 

StaiWes 

Sboghter-houaes 

Uarkets  and  market  places. 

Pien  and  docks 

P«AKc  aewen  and  drains 

S«Bken  and  vacant  lots 

Yards,  courts,  and  areas 

Cellmand  basemenu 

Vwe>p9es  and  drains 

Ponies  and  water-closets 

Stncts,  gutters,  and  sidewalks 

f  tt  and  lard  rendering  establishments. 

Gstdeaning  establishments 

Hod  deaaing  establishments. 

Base  boiling  establishments 

I^^  establishments 

^ud bone  houses 

Sbokc  homes 

Ofelboat... 

^  warehouses 


Total 
Inspec- 
tions. 


399 

85.845 

X4.460 

10,784 

X7 

16 

i,ao6 

X.579 

5.685 

4.048 

laz 

«7 

236 

3.283 

5.656 

5.544 

6.180 

xa.935 

4.789 

581 

94 

49 

a 

5 

9 


Matter  and  Place  Inspected. 


Oil  works 

Sausage  factory 

Gas  works.  

Dangerous  chimneys 

Cemeteries 

Roadways 

Dangerous  stairways 

Cisterns  and  cesspools  . .   . . 

Dumping-grounds 

Manure  dumps 

Piggeries 

Breweries 

Cattle  yards. 

Coal  yards 

Ash  and  garbage  carts 

Lakes,  swamps,  and  ponds. . 

Tidal  lands 

Lands  and  places 

Quarries 

Tunnel 

Lime  kiln 

Mill 

Water  courses 

Violations  of  Sanitary  Code. 

Other  nuisances 

Visits  to  contagious  diseases 

Railroad  cars. 

Total  inspections 


Total 
Inspec- 
tions. 


6 

«34 
xz 

33 

908 

aas 

iSa 

180 

55 

36 

10 

la 

43 

«3 

z 

9 

4 
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"Total  number  of  citizens'  complaints 6,932 

**              vessel  permits. 5»282 

"               scavengers*  permits 8,931 

"               manure  permits 515 

'*               rag  permits 414 

*'               miscellaneous  permits •.  19 

Whole  number  of  reports  received 57«959 

**                 positive  reports  received 5^^9^S 

"                 negative            '*              2,926 

'*                 general              "              3, 1 18 

*'                 reports  found  correct 57i54S 

**                      *'       returned  for  correction 414 

"                      "       forwarded 49*956 

*  *                 negative  reports  forwarded 2,945 

**                 general              **                 3»059 

Sanitary  Permits, — ^The  Sanitary  Code  provides  that  certain  busi- 
ness pursuits  included  within  the  category  of  **  offensive  trades," 
shall  not  be  conducted  within  the  built-up  portions  of  the  city  without 
a  permit  from  this  Board ;  this  prohibition  extends  to  the  keeping  of 
any  offensive  material  or  animals  which,  by  their  nature  and  habits 
are  or  may  become  offensive  and  detrimental  to  health.  In  accordance 
with  this  provision,  the  Board  has  entertained  the  usual  number  of 
applications  for  permits,  which  applications  are  referred  to  the  Sani- 
tary Superintendent,  upon  whose  report  final  action  of  the  Board  is 
taken. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  number  and  nature  of  sanitary 
permits  granted  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875  : 

To  keep  fowls 78 

To  render  fresh  lard 8 

To  place  tan  bark  in  the  street i 

To  keep  goats 3 

To  keep  swine 4 

To  keep  cows 27 

To  construct  manure  vaults 2 

To  keep  a  pound 

To  manufacture  gas 

To  occupy  rear  building 

To  remove  clarified  blood 

To  load  brewers'  grains. 

To  erect  buildings  on  front  of  lots 3 

To  render  fresh  fat 13 

To  erect  extension  to  building 2 

To  sbughter  animals 4 
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To  occupy  basements 3 

To  store  manure 4 

To  manufacture  glue I 

To  cure  calves'  rennets 2 

To  manufacture  sausages 2 

To  drive  cows 17 

To  cart  manure I 

To  dry  blood,  scrap,  and  offal 4 

To  bale  manure 

To  store  rags , 

To  reoccupy  premises 

To  smoke  meat 

To  fill  bulkhead 

Twelve  of  these  permits  have  been  revoked  for  non-compliance 
with  the  conditions  upon  which  they  were  granted. 

During  the  same  period  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  has  daily 
granted  permits  to  scavengers  to  empty  privies  ;  permits  to  land 
cargoes  from  vessels  discharged  from  Quarantine  ;  to  transport 
manure,  and  to  drive  cows  to  and  from  pasture  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  city. 

The  Sanitary  Company  of  Police. — During  the  period  embraced 
in  this  report  much  valuable  service  has  been  rendered  by  the  Sani- 
tary Company  of  Police  under  command  of  Captain  Yule.  These 
officers  serve  the  orders  of  the  Board  upon  owners,  lessees,  and 
occupants  of  premises  requiring  abatement  of  nuisances  ;  report  upon 
the  compliance  or  non-compliance  with  such  orders  ;  they  inspect  and 
report  upon  minor  nuisances,  and  whenever  required  they  have 
afforded  efficient  aid  to  the  Inspectors  in  their  efforts  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Department  in  dealing  with  patients  suffering  with 
contagious  diseases,  or  the  disposal  of  infected  articles  believed  to 
be  dangerous  to  life  and  health.  Two  of  these  officers,  selected  on 
account  of  their  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  are  detailed  for 
the  inspection  of  meats  at  the  public  markets,  and  by  their  efforts 
large  quantities  of  meats  unsuitable  for  human  food  have  been  con- 
demned and  removed  to  the  offal  dock. 

Disinfecting  Corps, — ^This  Corps,  a  branch  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau, 
is  under  the  charge  of  Herman  Endemann,  Ph.  D.,  and  has  for  its 
duties  the  disinfection  of  premises  infected  with  contagious  diseases; 
of  offensive  privies,  yards,  and  cellars ;  of  streets,  street-gutters,  and 
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all  localities  especially  injurious  to  health  ;  the  removal  of  small-pox 
cases  to  hospital,  and  of  bodies,  dead  of  sm«^ll-pox,  to  the  Morgue. 
Experience  has  shown  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  the  Corps  to  its 
full  strength,  since  the  qualities  required  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
often  delicate  in  the  extreme,  are  not  always  within  reach  when 
needed,  while  in  the  absence  of  epidemics  their  services  are  available 
in  many  directions.  During  the  summer  months  an  additional  force 
of  laborers,  carts,  and  drivers  has  been  found  necessary  for  street  and 
privy  disinfection. 

The  Bureau  of  Attorney  and  Counsel, — ^This  important  Bureau, 
to  which  is  intrusted  in  a  great  measure  the  enforcement  of  the 
orders  of  this  Board  and  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  was 
reorganized  under  the  Law  of  1874,  chapter  636,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Attorney  as  Counsel.  His  report,  to  which  particular  atten- 
tion is  directed,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  observe  that  much  less  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the  Board,  and 
the  sanitary  measures  it  has  been  compelled  to  insist  upon  and  to 
sustain  with  its  authority,  to  prevent  great  dangers  which  have  seemed 
at  our  own  doors,  has  been  shown  with  the  last  two  years  than  in  the 
first  year  of  this  Department. 

The  number  of  suits  has  diminished  and  the  receipts  from  penal- 
ties, which  have  been  paid  over  monthly  to  the  City  Chamberlain, 
have  been  correspondingly  less,  but  on  the  other  hand,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau,  the  amount  of  sanitary  work 
performed  has  not  been  diminished,  though  so  much  of  it  has  been 
done  voluntarily  by  the  citizens.  This  result  has  been  owing,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  firm  stand  taken  by  this  Department  in  insisting  in  the 
first  instance  upon  compliance  with  its  orders,  without  favor  to  any 
one,  in  which  it  has  been  sustained  by  the  courts ;  and  also  to  the 
fact  of  the  independence  of  the  law  branch  of  this  sanitary  service, 
which  has  enabled  the  Department  to  pursue  its  own  work  with  vigor, 
untrammelled  by  the  complications  which  might  easily  arise  if  it  were 
compelled  to  depend  upon  the  co-ordinate  departments,  or  continu- 
ally refer  tQ  the  other  law  officers  of  the  city  for  their  advice. 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, — This  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  duty 
of  registering  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  that  occur  in  this  city. 
It  furnishes  a  correct  statement  of  the  causes  and  circumstances  pro- 
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ducing  death,  designates  the  diseases  incidental  to  or  influenced  by 
location,  temperature  and  overcrowding,  and  it  very  materially  aids  in 
the  prevention  of  crime  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  proper  officials  to 
all  deaths  which  are  attended  by  suspicious  circumstances.  It  assists  the 
Sanitary  Bureau  in  the  discovery  of  cases  of  pestilential  and  infectious 
diseases,  and  of  the  localities  where  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  have 
occurred,  and  thereby  secures  the  adoption  of  timely  hygienic  meas- 
ures for  the  removal  of  the  deleterious  causes,  and  prevents  the  spread 
of  disease.  Precautions  are  taken  that  bodies  of  persons  who  die  from 
small-pox,  cholera,  yellow  fever  and  other  dangerous  contagious 
diseases  are  not  allowed  to  be  publicly  exposed,  and  the  danger 
of  the  spread  of  diseases  by  this  means  is  carefully  guarded 
against.  An  accurate  registration  system  is  invaluable  to  the 
genealogist,  and  is  often  the  only  means  of  proving  legiti- 
macy and  heirship.  It  helps  the  study  of  longevity,  points  out  the 
average  age  of  man  and  the  diseases  most  to  be  feared  at  the  different 
periods  of  life.  The  report  of  the  Register  of  Records  for  the  years 
1874  and  1875,  with  the  Vital  Statistics  for  those  years,  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

Amendments  to  the  Records. — Within  the  last  two  or  three  years 
frequent  applications  have  been  made  to  correct  the  records  of  vital 
statistics  of  past  years  which  have  been  filed  in  this  Department.  The 
rules  of  the  Department  have  prohibited  changes  **  in  the  records  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  occurred  previous  to  May  1 1 , 
'^73/*  but  in  one  or  two  instances  the  intervention  of  the  courts  has 
been  sought. 

The  law  of  1853,  under  which  there  is  at  present  a  registry,  was 
part  of  a  general  system  for  the  State,  designed  merely  to  secure 
statistics  approximately  correct,  dependent  exclusively  upon  the  obli- 
gations of  private  citizens,  which  cannot  always  be  enforced,  to  make 
reports  within  certain  limited  periods.  No  method  of  verification, 
nor  in  fact  of  correction,  was  provided.  A  general  clause  in  a  subse- 
quent law,  intended  undoubtedly  to  apply  to  a  very  different  class  of 
records,  requires  public  officers  to  certify  to  any  citizen  copies  of  their 
records.  Taking  advantage  of  these  provisions,  our  citizens  of  foreign 
birth,  who  have  evidence  to  supply  in  foreign  countries,  use  copies  of 
our  records  as  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  those  of  the  bureaux 
of  registry  of  citizens  in  other  countries,  authenticated  by  the  official 
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seals  and  attested  by  their  consuls.  With  foreign  registry  ours 
cannot  at  all  be  compared.  Ours  is  notably  inaccurate  and  incom- 
plete ;  French,  German,  and  most  European  registers  are  regularly 
kept,  inspected,  verified  and  never  changed,  except  after  an  adjudica- 
tion by  competent  authority,  and  in  most  cases  a  judgment  of  a  court. 

Our  law  is  readily  made,  in  this  way,  an  instrument  of  fraud,  and 
means  are  sometimes  taken  to  fabricate  records  and  evidence  by 
its  aid,  which  in  another  land  may  stand  in  the  place  of  legitimate 
proof. 

Such  defects  in  the  statute  now  in  force  have  been  made  apparent 
in  this  experience  that  some  new  legislation  upon  this  subject  would 
seem  desirable.  Particularly  in  regard  to  the  reports  of  births  and 
deaths  is  this  important.  An  inspection  of  the  reports  should 
in  some  way  be  had  under  proper  authority,  so  that  the  public 
record  should  have  due  weight  and  value,  and  be  made  upon  the 
responsibility  of  the  public  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  up  the 
registers. 

Births, — There  were  25,669  births  registered  in  1874,  and  23,813 
in  1875.  The  number  of  birth  certificates  received  by  this  Bureau 
is  not  entirely  satisfactory  ;  there  should  be,  at  least,  36,000  births  re- 
corded annually.  A  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  and  the  failure  to 
comply  with  its  provisions  by  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  making 
returns  of  births,  diminish  the  practical  value  of  the  registry  of  births 
in  the  city  for  statistical  purposes. 

Marriages. — ^The  law  requiring  the  returns  of  marriages  is  similar 
in  its  operations  to  that  of  births,  and  is  consequently  defective.  The 
number  of  marriages  properly  certified  and  reported  to  this  Bureau 
during  the  year  1874,  was  8,397,  and  in  1875,  7,565.  The  number 
that  should  be  reported  exceeds  10,000.  The  diminution  in  the 
returns  of  marriages  is  doubtless  partially  due  to  the  growing  laxity 
and  neglect  among  the  clergymen  to  comply  with  the  law. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  in  this  city  during  the  year  1874 
was  28,723,  and  in  1875,  30,709.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  in  the  latter  year  was  due  to  the  unusual  fatal  visitation  of 
small-pox,  diphtheria,  pneumonia,  and  diseases  of  infantile  life.  A 
comparative  statement  will  show  the  great  increase  in  the  deaths  from 
those  diseases  during  the  year  mentioned,  viz: : 
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1874.  1875. 

Small-pox 484  1,280 

Diphtheria 1,665  2,311 

Pneamonia 2,398  2,802 

Diseases  of  Children,  5  years  and  under I3i956  149839 

Total 18,503  21,232 

The  returns  of  death  are  complete,  and  the  certificates  are  made 
and  forwarded  with  scrupulous  care  by  the  medical  attendants.  The 
great  number  and  variety  of  institutions  in  this  city,  and  the  facilities 
offered  for  obtaining  skillful  medical  attendance,  induce  many  per- 
sons to  come  here  annually  for  treatment,  and  add  to  our  death- 
rate.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  institutions  within  the  city 
limits,  in  1874,  was  4i7S8,  and  in  1875,  5,189. 

Regulation  of  Medical  Practice, — A  law  was  passed  May  ii, 
1874  (chapter  436),  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Although  the  law  is  imperfect,  it  serves  to  some  extent  as  a 
barrier  against  the  operations  of  the  most  noted  quack  and  criminal 
practitioners.  Since  the  passage  of  this  law  this  bureau  has  not 
allowed  the  name  of  any  medical  practitioner  to  be  signed  on  the 
register  for  physicians  unless  he  produces  satisfactory  evidence  that  he 
is  entitled  to  practice  under  this  act.  A  great  deal  of  mischief  is 
annually  done  by  incompetent  medical  practitioners,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  would  be  a  saving  to  life  if  a  strict  law  existed  which 
would  insure  competent  medical  attendance. 

Receipts. — All  moneys  received  by  this  Department  during  the 
years  1874  and  1875,  were  duly  accounted  for  to  the  Comptroller,  and 
deposited  with  the  City  Chamberlain,  as  follows  : 

Amount  realized  in  settlement  of  actions  commenced  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  orders  of  the  Board  and  the 
Sanitary  Code,  1874 $9,445  95 

Searches  and  transcripts  of  the  Records  under  Rules  87, 

88,  89,  adopted  September  22,  1874 166  45 

Sales  of  Vaccine  Virus  for   December,  under  chapter 

635,  Laws  of  1874 15  00 

Total  for  1874 $9,627  40 
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Amount  realized  in  settlement  of  actions,  1875 $8,194  59 

Searches  and  transcripts  of  the  Records,  1875 703   57 

Sales  of  vaccine  virus,  1875 1,231  64 

Total  for  1875 $10,129  80 


Expenditures. — ^The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment  for  the  use  of  the  Health  Department  for 
year  1874,  was  $186,461.57,  of  which  amount  the  sum  of  $175,885.84 
was  expended,  leaving  a  balance  of  $10,575.73  unexpended.  This  is 
exclusive  of  the  sum  of  $40,000  appropriated  and  paid  for  the  removal 
of  dead  animals,  offal,  and  night-soil  from  the  city. 

The  amount  appropriated  as  the  Health  Fund  for  1875,  was 
$165,000,  with  an  addition  of  $17,000  for  expenses  of  the  Small-pox 
Hospital,  the  care  of  which  was  transferred  to  the  Health  Department 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  by  the  Department  of  Public  Charities 
and  Correction.  During  the  year  1875,  additional  sums  were  appro- 
priated by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  for  the  use  of 
the  Health  Department,  amounting  to  $20,250,  which  additional  ap- 
propriations were  rendered  necessary  by  the  prevalence  of  small-pox 
in  the  city,  and  consequently  for  the  purpose  of  securing  additional 
accommodations  for  small-pox  patients,  and  of  extending  the  benefits 
of  gratuitous  vaccination  by  additions  to  the  Vaccinating  Corps.  A 
small  part  of  the  sum  above  named  was  expended  upon  investigations 
of  the  cause  and  character  of  diphtheria,  and  in  filling  a  part  of  the 
public  ground  on  Harlem  Flats,  the  condition  of  which  was  considered 
dangerous  to  life  and  detrimental  to  health.  The  whole  sum,  there- 
fore, appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Health  Department,  in  1875,  in- 
cluding the  salaries  of  the  Vaccinating  Corps  organized  under  chapter 
635,  Laws  of  1874,  and  exclusive  of  the  sum  annually  appropriated 
for  the  removal  of  dead  animals,  offal,  and  night-soil,  was  $202,018, 
and  the  sum  expended  was  $201,786,  leaving  a  balance  unexpended 
of  $232.  The  expenditures  of  this  Department  for  the  years  1874 
and  1875  were  reduced  and  Hmited  so  far  as  consistent  with  its 
public  duties  and  responsibilities.  Its  officers  and  employees  were 
moderately  paid,  considering  the  services  rendered,  and  purchases 
of  supplies  were  made  from  responsible  parties  at  the  lowest  market 
rates. 
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The  City  Departments, — The  Board  is  necessarily  in  frequent  com- 
munication with  the  other  departments  of  the  city  government,  and 
has  sometimes  occasion  to  call  their  attention,  by  reference  or  other-- 
wise,  to  subjects  of  a  sanitary  character.  It  is  proper  to  acknowledge 
the  uniform  attention  and  courtesy  with  which  all  communications 
and  suggestions  from  this  Department  have  been  received,  and  the 
desire  manifested  to  make  any  improvements  which  for  sanitary 
reasons  have  been  deemed  necessary,  and  to  heartily  co-operate  with 
this  Board  in  all  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health. 
The  work  of  this  Department  has  been  materially  facilitated  by  such 
co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES   F.  CHANDLER, 

President, 
Emmons  Clark, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Sanitary  Bureau,  December  31,  1875. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Health  Department : 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  duties 
performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Assistant  Inspectors,  and  other 
officers  and  employees  of  the  Board  under  my  control,  and  by  my- 
self, during  the  twenty  months  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31, 
1875,  inclusive. 

The  Sanitary  Bureau  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  constituted 
as  follows,  viz. : 

Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Walter  De  F.  Day,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent, 
Edward  H.  Janes,  M.  D. 

A.  B.  Judson,  M.  D Sanitary  Inspector, 

S.  F.  Morris,  M.  D 

W.  H.  B.  Post,  M.  D 

C.  P.  Russel,  M.D 

Augustus  Viele,  M.D 

C  F.  Roberts,  M.  D 

R.  S.  Tracy,  M.  D 

J.  D.  Bryant.  M.D 

W.E.  Hall,  M.D 

A.  McL.  Hamilton,  M.  D Asst  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Bernard  Hughes,  M.  D 

C.  E.  Lockwood,  M.  D 
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W.  A.  Ewing,  M.  D Ass't  Sanitary  Inspector. 

George  B.  Fowler,  M.  D 

Alexander  Strong.  M.  D 

C.  H.  Atwater,  M.  D 

N.  B.  Emerson,  M.  D 

J.  F.  Comfort,  M.  D. 

C.  F.  Rodenstein,  M.  D 

P.  De  Marmon,  M.  D 

E.  B.  Sanborn,  M.  D 

Henry  Sheppard,  M.  D 

George  R.  Phillips,  M.  D 

Thomas  J.  Nealis 

Elwyn  Waller,  Ph.  D 

C.  Y.  Hammond 

James  R.  Griswold Chief  Clerk. 

William  B.  Fernhead Clerk 

Bloomfield  Usher,  Jr '' 

Robert  C.  Morgan *' 

WilHamA.  Smalley *' 

Joseph  L.  Berkwick Messenger. 

Herman  Endemann,  Ph.  D Chief  Disinfecting  Corps. 


Thomas  D.  Yates Disinft 

Bartholomew  McGowan 

Robert  Danfield,  Jr 

William  Reynolds ., 

John  J.  Devitt 

Richard  Kiernan 


xting  Corps. 


RESIGNATIONS,    APPOINTMENTS,    AND    PROMOTIONS. 

May  S,  1874 — Assistant  Inspector,  Dr.  Henry  Sheppard,  resigned  ; 
Dr.  Joseph  Cushman,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  ;  Dr.  Geo.  R. 
Phillips,  resigned. 

May  26 — Robert  Danfield,  Jr.,  resigned  from  Disinfecting  Corps. 

June  9 — Dr.  Bernard  Hughes,  promoted  to  position  of  Sanitary 
Inspector,  vice  Dr.  Paul  F.  Munde,  resigned. 


June  30 — James  R.  Healy,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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September  29 — Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor,  appointed  Inspector  of  Vacci- 
nation ;  appointment  of  Dr.  R.  D.  Nesmith,  Dr.  M.  J.  Fleming,  Dr. 
A.  B.  De  Luna,  Dr.  E.  S.  Pardee,  Dr.  P.  B.  Wyckoff,  Dr.  F.  Liver- 
more,  Dr.  E.  H.  Post,  Dr.  H.  Rockwell,  Dr.  H.  R.  Williams,  Dr. 
J.  E.  Tucker,  and  Dr.  Y.  W.  P.  Flynn,  Assistant  Inspectors,  assigned 
to  the  Vaccinating  Corps ;  Clerks  appointed  to  the  Vaccinating 
Corps  :  S.  B.  Ellis,  W.  W.  Post,  Louis  T.  Brennan,  Allott  Lodge  ; 
John  Schnell,  appointed  Messenger. 

October  22 — Resignation  of  Wm.  H.  Dayas  ;  L.  C.  Laudy  and  C. 
Sniffen,  appointed  for  one  month  for  Special  Analytical  Service. 

October  20 — Services  of  John  J.  Devitt  dispensed  with ;  resig- 
nation of  S.  A.  Goldschmidt,  as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector ;  resig- 
nation of  Joseph  L.  Berkwick ;  Francis  McDonald,  appointed  Mes- 
senger, vice  Berkwick,  resigned. 

November  2 — Belden  Yale,  appointed  Messenger. 

December  8 — Dr.  Robert  Campbell,  Dr.  J.  N.  Husted,  Dr. 
Robert  Taylor,  Dr.  Wm.  J.  Pursell,  Dr.  J.  J.  Reid,  Dr.G.  D.  Daley, 
Dr.  W.  G.  Wylie,  Dr.  N.  G.  McMaster,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspectors  to  Vaccinating  Corps  (temporarily) ;  Dr.  Satterthwaite, 
appointed  and  associated  with  Dr.  Edward  Curtis,  investigating  diph- 
theria ;  Matthew  Drum,  appointed  on  Disinfecting  Corps. 

December  22 — Dr.  J.  C.  Conover,  Dr.  A.  P.  Dalrymple,  Dr.  E. 
S.  Birmingham,  Dr.  Frank  Bosworth,  Dr.  F.  S.  Osborne,  Dr.  L.  C. 
Gray,  Dr.  Ira  B.  Read,  Dr.  C.  Lyon,  Dr.  G.  Treskatis,  Dr.  T.  M. 
Cran,  Dr.  V.  J.  McGay,  and  Dr.  R.  A.  Joyce,  appointed  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  Vaccinating  Corps  (temporarily)  ;  Dr.  Henry 
G.  Piffard,  appointed  Honorary  Dermatologist  to  the  Board. 

January  12,  1875 — Services  of  the  following  Officers  and  Clerks 
dispensed  with  from  and  after  January  31,  1875  :  Dr.  A.  B.  Judson, 
Dr.  S.  F.  Morris,  Dr.  W.  E.  Hall,  Dr.  G.  B.  Fowler,  Dr.  A.  Strong, 
Dr.  C.  H.  Atwater,  Dr.  H.  B.  Emerson,  Dr.  C.  F.  Rodenstein,  Dr. 
P.  De  Marmon,  Dr.  E.  B.  Sanborn,  Dr.  J.  R.  Healey,  Dr.  R.  D. 
Nesmith,  Dr.  Henry  Rockwell,  Allott  Lodge,  B.  Usher,  Jr.,  W. 
Roberts,  E.  W.  Farrington,  J.  F.  Swords,  J.  W.  Conklin,  and  E.  A. 
Farrington. 

January  26 — Services  of  the  following  Assistant  Sanitary  In- 
spectors appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating  Corps  dispensed  with  : 
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L.  Putzel,  B.  J.  Harlan,  J.  J.  Purcell,  and  J.  L.  Wilson;  Bernard 
Engelman,  M.  D.,  appointed  Assistant  Resident  Physician  at  River- 
side Hospital. 

June  15 — Wm.  Cooney,  appointed  to  Disinfecting  Corps;  resig- 
nation of  Richard  Kiernan,  of  Disinfecting  Corps;  resignation  of 
Joseph  E.  Tucker,  M.  D.,  of  Vaccinating  Corps. 

June  29— Resignation  of  Bernard  Engelman,  M.  D.,  as  Assistant 
Resident  Physician  at  Riverside  Hospital  ;  Dr.  Guy  D.  Daly,  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Resident  Physician  at  Riverside  Hospital ;  the 
following  Physicians  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating  Corps  : 
Drs.  F.  Heuel,  T.  J.  Janeway,  J.  R.  Healy,  E.  P.  Williams,  A.  Strong, 
E.  A.  Maxwell,  J.  L.  Perry,  W.  P.  Ackerman,  A.  P.  Dalrymple,  J.  L. 
Adams,  H.  G.  McMasters,  J.  C.  Conover,  J.  J.  Brownlee,  J.  B.  Read, 
S.  A.  Stimson.  J.  W.  Robie,  J.  E.  M.  Lordly,  Chas.  Laight,  S.  H. 
Dessau,  Frank  Bosworth. 

July  23 — John  McCauley,  G.  Alvord,  John  H.  Fowler,  and  Francis 
Reilly,  appointed  Inspectors  of  Fruit. 

August  3 — Services  of  Dr.  August  Assenheimer  dispensed  with. 

September  14 — Services  of  John  McCauley,  John  H.  Fowler, 
Francis  Reilly,  and  Elisha  Alvord,  dispensed  with. 

October  5 — Services  of  C.  Y.  Hammon,  J.  J.  McNally,  and 
Michael  Murphy,  dispensed  with  from  and  after  October  15,  1875  ; 
services  of  Dr.  Guy  D.  Daly  dispensed  with  from  and  after  October 
15,  1875. 

October  12 — Resignation  of  Francis  McDonald,  Messenger. 

October  19 — John  McCauley,  appointed  Clerk. 

December  28 — Services  of  Dr.  Wilbur  F.  Lane  dispensed  with. 

As  usual,  the  Board  has  been  fortunate  in  its  choice  of  inspectors 
and  employees  assigned  to  this  Bureau,  and  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion they  have  performed  their  delicate  duties  with  promptness  and 
discretion.  The  large  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  with 
which  we  have  had  to  deal,  many  of  them  requiring  stringent  meas- 
ures, such  as  domiciliary  visits  ;  the  removal  of  over  3, CXX)  variolous 
patients  from  their  homes,  and  the  necessary  intrusion  of  the  Vacci- 
nating Corps  into  the  families  of  the  ignorant  and  prejudiced,  have 
called  for  much  patience,  tact  and  ingenuity,  and  occasionally  some 
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personal  risk  has  been  incurred.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  testifying 
to  the  alacrity  shown  on  all  hands,  and  to  particularize  the  faithful 
efficiency  of  the  cleric  force  of  this  Bureau. 

Disinfecting  Corps. — This  Corps,  under  the  charge  of  H.  Ende- 
mann,  Ph.D. ,  has,  as  usual,  done  good  service.     In  June,  July,  August 
and  September  of  1874  and  1875,  it  was  increased  by  the  addition  of 
a  number  of  laborers  in  order  to  meet  the  special  wants  of  the  sum- 
mer months.     During  that  time  they  disinfected  50,650  privies,  going 
over  the  same  ground  several  times,  of  course  ;  5,907  yards,  2,685 
cellars,  and  4,212  miles  of  street  gutters.     At  the  height  of  the  epi- 
demic of  small-pox,  the  Corps  distributed  30,000  notices  of  vaccina- 
tion in  the  quarters  where  that  disease  prevailed.     The  permanent 
Corps  have  made  6,41 1  visits  to  houses  infected  with  contagious  dis- 
eases, performing  partial  disinfection*  in   1,756  cases,  and  thorough 
disinfection  in  3,680  others.     They  have  removed   2,708  patients  to 
the  hospital  and  161  dead  bodies  to  the  morgue. 

The  following  circular,  containing  directions  for  the  proper  isola- 
tion and  disinfection  of  contagious  diseases,  has  been  widely  distrib- 
uted: 

HEALTH     DEPARTMENT, 
Office,  301  Mott  Street. 


Sanitary  Regulations  against  Small-pox^  Scarlatina^  Measles  and  Diphtheria. 

Every  case  must  be  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  upon  its  first  recognized  ap- 
pearance. 

Care  of  Patients. — The  patient  should  be  placed  in  a  separate  room  and  kept  there  until 
your  physician  determines  that  the  danger  of  contagion  has  passed  ;  and  no  person  except  the 
physician,  nurse  or  mother  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  room,  or  to  touch  the  bedding  or 
clothing  used  in  the  sick  room,  until  they  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected. 

Infected  Articles. — All  clothing,  bedding,  or  other  articles,  not  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  patient,  should  be  removed  from  the  sick  room.  Articles  used  about  the 
patient,  such  as  sheets,  pillow-cases,  blankets  or  cloths,  should  not  be  removed  until  they 
have  been  disinfected,  by  placing  them  in  a  tub  with  the  following  disinfecting  fluid  :  8  ounces 
of  sulphate  of  zinc,  i  ounce  of  carbolic  acid,  3  gallons  of  water. 

*  The  term  "  partial  disinfection  "  applies  where  the  patient  is  still  in  the  room,  and  includes  the  disinfec- 
tion of  the  dejecta  or  sputa,  and  of  such  clothing  as  is  about  to  be  taken  from  the  room.  Partial  disinfection  is 
pertonned  by  the  attendants  on  the  patients,  who  receive  disinfectants  and  instructions  from  the  Corps. 

"Thorough  disinfection"  consists  chiefly  of  fumigation  with  sulphurous  acid,  and  the  soaking  of  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  patient  in  a  disinfecting  fluid,  to  be  described  in  Dr.  Endcmann's  report.  Articles  of  furniture, 
bedding,  etc..  which  from  peculiar  circumstances  cannot  be  properly  disinfected,  are  removed  from  the  premises, 
and  either  destroyed  or  forwarded  for  use  at  the  Riverside  Hospital. 
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They  ^ould  be  soaked  in  thb  fluid  for  at  least  one  hour,  and  then  placed  in  boiling  water 
for  washing. 

Feather  beds  and  pillows,  hair  pillows  and  mattresses,  and  flannels  or  woolen  goods, 
require  fumigation,  and  should  not  be  removed  from  the  sick  room  until  after  this  has  been 
done.  Whenever  the  patient  is  removed  from  the  sick  room,  notify  the  Sanitary  Bureau, 
when  the  Disinfecting  Corps  will,  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  perform  the  work  of  fumigation. 

All  the  vessels  used  for  receiving  the  discharges  of  patients  should  have  some  of  the  same 
disinfecting  fluid  constantly  therein,  and,  immediately  after  use  by  the  patient,  be  emptied  and 
cleansed  with  boiling  water.  Water-closets  and  privies  should  also  be  disinfected  daily  with 
the  same  fluid,  or  a  solution  of  chloride  of  iron,  one  pound  to  a  gallon  of  water,  adding  one 
or  two  ounces  of  carbolic  acid. 

All  straw  beds  should  be  burned,  but  should  not  be  removed  from  the  sick  room  without 
a  permit  from  this  Department.     They  will  be  removed  by  the  Disinfecting  Corps. 

It  is  advised  not  to  use  handkerchiefs  for  cleansing  the  nostrils  and  mouth  of  the  patient, 
but  rather  soft  rags,  which  should  be  immediately  thereafter  burned. 

The  ceilings  and  side  walls  of  the  sick  room,  after  removal  of  patient,  should  be  thor- 
oughly cleaned  and  lime-washed,  and  the  wood-work  and  floor  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  soap 
and  water. 

By  direction  of  the  Health  Department, 

WALTER  De  F.   DAY,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent, 

REPORT  OF  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  1874-1875. 

Total  Number  0/  Cases  of  Contagious  Diseases  reported  at  the  Sanitary  Bureau,  from  May  i, 
1874,  to  December  31,  1875  (20  months). 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Typhus  Fever  reported 99 

**                       **        Typhoid  Fever  reported 996 

**                       "        Scarlet  Fever  reported 3*250 

"                       *•        Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  reported *.. .  241 

**                       "        Measles  reported 1»5I4 

"                       **        Diphtheria  reported 7»077 

•*                       "        Small-pox  reported 4*648 

SMALL-POX. 
Summary  for  20  months  j  from  May  I,  1 874,  to  December  31,  1 87  5. 

Total  number  of  cases  reported 4*648 

Total  number  of  houses  in  which  cases  occurred 3»350 

Total  number  of  houses  in  which  2  cases  occurred   417 

3  "            134 

4  **            ...  66 

5  "            27 

**                     6            **            12 

7  •*  8 

8  "  9 

9  **  3 

"  10  "  I 

17  "  I 
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Streets  ComiaiHing 

Allen  street 

Attorney  street 

ATtniie  A 

Avenue  B 

Avenue  C 

Baxter  street 

Broome  street 

Cherry  street 

Chrystie  street 

Christopher  street 

Clinton  street 

Columbia  street 

Delancey  street 

East  Houston  street 

Elizabeth  street 

Eighth  avenue 

Eaex  street 

EicTcnth  avenue 

Eldridge  street 

East  Fourth  street 

East  Eighth  street 

East  Ninth  street 

East  Tenth  street 

East  Eleventh  street 

East  Twelfth  street 

East  TWrteenth  street 

East  Fifteenth  street 

East  Sixteenth  street 

East  Twenty-first  street 

East  Twenty-ninth  street 

East  Thirty -second  street 

East  Thirty-fifth  street 

East  Thirty-ninth  street 

East  Forty-fifth  street 

East  Forty-sixth  street 

East  Forty -seventh  street 

East  Forty-eighth  street 

East  Forty -ninth  street 

East  Fifty -second  street 

East  Fifty-third  street 

East  Fifty-fourth  street 

East  Fifty.fifth  street 

East  Fifty-sixth  street 

East  Fifty-ninth  street 

East  Sixty-third  street 

East  Sixty-sixth  street 

East  Seventy-fourth  street 

East  Seventy-sixth  street 

East  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  street 

East  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first  street 

fifth  street 

Fiist  street    


the  Largest  Number  of  Cases. 

Fffst  avenue 190 

Forsjrth  street 46 

Fourth  avenue 12 

Greene  street 1 1 

Greenwich  street 27 

Henry  street 10 

Hester  street 15 

Leonard  street 11 

Ludlow  street 51 

Madison  street 1 1 

Mott  street 61 

Mulberry  street 31 

Ninth  avenue 38 

Norfolk  street 25 

Orchard  street 57 

Pitt  street 31 

Ridge  street.    ..    22 

Rivington  street 34 

Second  avenue 107 

Second  street 93 

Seventh  street 47 

Sherifi*  street 26 

Sixth  street 85 

Sixth  avenue 10 

South  Fifth  avenue 13 

Stanton  street 56 

10  '    Seventh  avenue 1 1 

II'    Suffolk  street 25 

14  Sullivan  street 12 

25    j  Tenth  avenue 62 

12  , 1  Third  street 98 

10  Third  avenue 132 

17      Thompson  street 34 

1 1  West  Houston  street 12 

11  ■  West  Thirteenth  street 10 

19    I  West  Fifteenth  street 10 

19      West  Sixteenth  street 18 

10      West  Tw-nty-fifth  street 16 

12  West  Twenty -seventh  street 10 

10      West  Thirty.first  street 9 

24      West  Thirty-fifth  street 9 

15  !    West  Thirty-eii^hth  street 12 

13  West  Thirty -ninth  street 28 

10  West  Forty-third  street 11 

12  West  Forty-fourth  street 11 

13  West  Forty-sixth  street 11 

1 1  West  Fifty-third  street 12 

10       West  Fifty-fourth  street 17 

15       Water  street 13 

10      Willett  street 22 

72      William  street 13 

23  i 


35 
36 
69 
23 
18 
II 
50 
9 
52 
10 
40 
12 
52 
41 
12 

25 
53 
24 
48 

53 
12 
26 
10 
46 

20  I 
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Houses  Containing  the 

152  Attorney  street 

164  "  

159  "  

154  "  

325  Broome  street 

282  •*  

203  " 

219  "  

97  Bayard  street 

loi  Cannon  street 

220  Cherry  street 

47  Christopher  sirieet 

203  Chrystie  street 

175  Clinton  street 

177  "  

261  Delancey  street 

124  **  

383  East  Houston  street 

363  "  

213  East  Fourth  street 

345  "  

332  East  Ninth  street 

528  East  Eleventh  street 

408  **  

602  "  

517  East  Twelfth  street 

524  "  

338  East  Thirty.fifth  street 

317  East  Thirty-ninth  street 

229  East  Forty-fifth  street 

204  East  Forty -seventh  street 

320  "  

428  East  Fifty-first  street 

327  East  Fifty-fourth  street 

246  East  Fifty.fifth  street 

248  "  

Northeast  comer  Fifty-eighih  street  and 

Fourth  avenue 

206  East  Sixty-third  street 

406  East  Sixty-sixth  street 

338  "  

219  East  Seventy 'fourth  street 

South    side   St: venty -sixth    street,  comer 

Second  avenue 

Northeast  comer  Seventy-seventh  street 

and  I'hird  avenue      

204  East  Eightieth  street 

167  Eldridge  street 

33  "  

790  Eleventh  avenue 

178  Essex  street 

170  "         


Largest  Number  of  Cases, 

147  Essex  street 6 

145  Forsyth  street 8 

416  Fifth  street 4 

433  "  4 

191  Fu^t  street 4 

842  First  avenue 4 


756 

975 

300 

"43 

757 


4 
5 
6 

4 
4 


489  Greenwich  street 4 

296  Henry  street 4 

147  Ludlow  street 5 

49           "          5 

47            "           4 

150            "           4 

162            **           5 

121  Lewis  street 4 

66  Leroy  street 5 

215  Mott  street 4 

784  Ninth  avenue 7 

76  Orchard  street 6 

185            "         6 

189            "         6 

102  Pitt  street 7 

104        "         10 

129  Perry  street 5 

248  Rivington  street  9 

1 112  Second  avenue 4 

1433            "             * 

233  Second  street 4 

199            "           7 

223            **           5 

226            "           4 

251            **             9 

148  Seventh  street  4 

202            **           4 

97            **           4 

99//^  St.  Mark's  place $ 

316  Sixth  street 4 


530 
404 
320 

515 
501 

537 


42  Stanton  street 4 

153^2        "         5 

66  Sullivan  street 4 

27  Norfolk  street 8 

1367  Third  avenue 4 
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Homes  Containtng  the  Largest  Number  of  Cases — (Continued). 


214  Third  street 

517  Tenth  avenue 

192  "  

756  "  

661  "  

One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  street,  east  of 
Retreat  avenue 

South  side  Tinton  avenue,  third  house 
south  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-Bist 
street 

535  West  Twenty-first  street 

439  West  Twenty-fifth  street 

435  "  

405  West  Thirty-third  street 

143  West  Thirty.fifth  street 


341  West  Thirty-eighth  street 4 

431  West  Thirty-thiid  street 4 

339  West  Thirty -ninth  street 4 

332  West  Forty-eighth  street 4 

440  West  Fifty-third  street 4 

505  West  Fifty-fourth  street 9 

Comer  Fifty-seventh  street  and  Seventh 

avenue 4 

North  side  Seventy -ninth  street,  300  feet 

west  of  Tenth  avenue 6 

South  side  Eighty-first    street,   between 

Ninth  and  Tenth  avenues 5 

609  Water  street 6 

264  West  Houston  street 4 

263  William  street 8 


NATIONALITY. 

Germany i»532  | '  Bohemia. 

France. . . 
Sweden . . 


United  States* i,47o 

Ireland 541 


England. 
Scotland. 
Italy  . . . . 


32 
36 
II 


86    I  Spain. 


4    '  China I 

35  j ,  Unknown 899 


Under  5  years  of  age i,  150 

Between  5  and  10  years 342 

Between  10  and  20  years 704 

Between  20  and  40  years 1,773 


AGES. 

Between  40  and  60  years 


363 

Over  60  years 42 

Ages  not  ascertained 274 


DISPOSAL  OF  CASES. 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital 3*207 

«*                isolated  at  their  homes  633 

**                absconded 139 

**                first  reported  dead 540 

"                found  after  recovery , 129 

"                sent  to  hospital  residing  out  of  the  city 20 

Number  of  vagrants  (no  residence) 62 

Cases  occurring  on  shipboard 8 

HOSPITAL  CASES. 


fiellevne  Hospital 7 

Park  Hospital 2 

Mount  Sinai  Hospital 7 

St  Francis*  Hospital 14 

Ward's  Island  Hospital 

Charity  Ho^ital 

Roosevelt  Hospital 

Colored  Home 

German  Hospital , 


Infants'  Hospital 

Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution 

Randall's  Island  Hospital 

St.  Joseph's  Orphan  Asylum 

Fourth  District  Court  

Tombs 

Reception  Hospital 25 
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In  filling  out  the  following  blank,  which  is  required  of  the  Inspec- 
tors in  all  cases  of  small-pox,  the  following  facts  were  ascertained 
regarding  the  vaccination  of  the  4,648  reported  cases.  Of  these 
2,351  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  only;  620  had  not  been  vacci- 
nated at  all.  The  history  of  the  remainder  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
ascertained : 

Sanitary  Bureau,  Health  Department,  ) 

No.   301   MOTT  STREET,  > 

New  York,  187     ) 

To  W.  De  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintendent  : 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  visited 

aged whom  I  found  at  No street,  sick 

with under  the  following  circumstances : 

What  stage  of  disease  ? 

No.  of  persons  in  family  ? No.  of  families  in  house 

How  long  resident  in  house  ? 

Previous  residence 

Character  of  premises,  and  how  occupied  

Is  there  other  sickness  in  the  house  ?    What  ? 

What  ordered  and  done  by  Inspector  ? 

What  sanitary  measures  necessary 

Successful.                         Unsuccessful. 
•  When  vaccinated  ? 

Nationality  ? 

Name  and  address  of  Medical  Attendant  ? 

How  long  in  charge  of  the  case  ? 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

Typhoid  Fever. — As  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  tabulated 
statement,  the  total  number  of  reported  cases  reached  996.  Those 
occurring  in  tenement  houses  were,  as  far  as  possible,  visited  by  in- 
spectors, with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  unsanitary  con- 
ditions which  might  aggravate  the  disease,  and  when  these  were 
found,  complaints  were  made  against  them  in  the  ordinary  manner 
and  they  were  corrected.  In  special  cases  disinfection  was  performed, 
and  in  others  disinfectants  for  the  dejecta  were  furnished  gratis. 

Scarlet  Ftver, — The  number  of  reported  cases  was  3,250.  Where 
it  was  possible  to  do  so,  disinfection,  and  in  some  few  cases  fumiga- 
tion was  performed,  but  the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  a  much  graver 
disease,  prevented  us  from  giving  to  scarlatina  the  attention  we  could 
have  desired. 

*  Special  attention  to  accurately  report  number  of  times  and  dates,  and  to  enter  under  i^>propriate  heads^ 
Ureqatrcd. 
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Diphtheria, — In  the  autumn  of  1874  diphtheria  became  so  prom- 
inent that  the  Board  directed  me  to  transmit  to  those  in  charge  of  cases 
of  this  disease  copies  of  the  following  tract : 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Health  Department,         ) 
New  York,  December  i,  1874.    ) 
The  following  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Health  upon  diphtHleria 
is  approved  and  published  by  the  Board  : 

mode  of  attack. 

Diphtheria  is  caused  by  the  inoculation  of  the  air  passages  with  the  diphtheritic  poison, 
which,  from  this  point  infects  the  whole  system ;  the  local  inflammation  is  attended  by  the 
formation  of  membrane  (exudation) ;  the  fever  and  general  symptoms  are  the  result  of  this 
local  infection. 

HOW   IT   SPREADS. 

Diphtheria  is  therefore  a  contagious  disease  (not  perhaps  as  marked  as  scarlet  fever)  in- 
dnced  by  contact  with  persons  and  objects  infected.  It  may  be  diffused  by  the  exhalations 
of  the  sick,  by  the  air  surrounding  them,  or  directly  by  the  exudation,  communicated  in  the 
act  of  kissing,  coughing,  spitting,  sneezing,  or  by  the  infected  articles  used,  as  towels,  nap- 
kins, handkerchiefs,  etc.  The  poison  clings  with  great  tenacity  to  certain  places,  rooms,  and 
houses,  where  it  may  occasion  cases  after  the  lapse  of  months^ 

SYMPTOMS. 

In  ordinary  attacks  the  poison  begins  to  act  the  moment  it  lodges  upon  the  tissues,  but 
like  a  vaccination,  causes  but  slight  sensible  effects  in  from  two  to  five  days;  then  there  is 
narked  prostration,  dryness  of  the  throat,  and  pricking  pain  in  swallowing ;  the  throat  be- 
eomes  red  and  patches  of  white  exudation  appear  and  the  glands  of  the  neck  swell.  In  mild 
cases  these  sjTnptoms  subside  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  from  their  appearance ;  if  more 
severe,  the  e  symptoms  may  be  prolonged;  if  unfavorable,  the  fever  increases,  the  local  in- 
flammation spreads,  and  exhaustion  rapidly  follows. 

PREDISPOSING    CONDITIONS. 

The  Person, — Diphtheria  attacks  by  preference  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  ten 
years  (the  greatest  mortality  being  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  year)  ;  children  of  feeble 
constitution,  and  those  weakened  by  previous  sickness;  and  those  suffering  from  catarrh, 
CTOup,  and  other  forms  of  throat  afTections. 

Social  Relations. — All  classes  are  liable  to  diphtheria  where  it  is  prevailing,  but  those 
suffer  most  who  live  on  low,  wet  grounds ;  in  houses  with  imperfect  drains  or  surrounded  by 
offensive  matters,  as  privies,  decaying  animal  and  vegetable  refuse  ;  in  damp  rooms,  as  cellars  ; 
in  overcrowded  and  unventilated  apartments. 

Seasons. — Diphtheria  is  not  affected  by  heat  or  cold,  drought  or  rain. 

PRECAUTIONS. 

{a.)  The  Dwelling  or  Apartment, — Cleanliness  in  and  around  the  dwelling,  and  pure  air 
in  living  and  sleeping  rooms,  are  of  the  utmost  importance  where  any  contagious  disease  is 
prevailing,  as  cleanliness  tends  both  to  prevent  and  mitigate  it.     Every  kind  and  source  of 
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filth  around  and  in  the  house  should  be  thoroughly  removed  ;  cellars  and  fuul  areas  should  be 
cleaned  and  disinfected ;  drains  should  be  put  in  perfect  repair  ;  dirty  walls  and  ceilings  should 
be  lime-washed,  and  every  occupied  room  should  be  thoroughly  ventilated.  Apartments 
which  have  been  occupied  by  persons  sick  with  diphtheria  should  be  cleansed  ^^ith  disin- 
fectants ;  ceilings  lime-washed,  and  wood -work  painted  ;  the  carpets,  bed-clothing,  uphol- 
stered furniture,  etc.,  exposed  many  days  to  fresh  air  and  the  sunlight  (all  articles  which  may 
be  boiled  or  subjected  to  high  degrees  of  heat  should  be  thus  disinfected) ;  such  rooms  should 
be  exposed  to  currents  of  fresh  air  for  at  least  one  week  before  reoccupation. 

{d.)  IVhtn  Diphtheria  is  Prevailing, — No  child  should  be  allowed  to  kiss  strange  chil- 
dren nor  those  suffering  from  sore  throat  (the  disgusting  custom  of  compelling  children  to  kiss 
every  visitor  is  a  well-contrived  method  of  propagating  other  grave  diseases  than  diphtheria) ; 
nor  should  it  sleep  with,  nor  be  confined  to  rooms  occupied  by,  or  use  articles,  as  toys  taken 
in  the  mouth,  handkerchiefs,  etc.,  belonging  to  children  having  sore  throat,  croup,  or  catarrh. 
If  the  weather  is  cold  the  child  should  be  warmly  clad  with  flannels. 

(f.)  When  Diphtheria  is  in  the  House  or  in  the  Family. — The  well  children  should  be 
scrupulously  kept  apart  from  the  sick,  in  dry,  well-aired  rooms,  and  ever)'  possible  source  of 
infection  through  the  air,  by  personal  contact  with  the  sick,  and  by  articles  used  about  them 
or  in  their  rooms,  should  be  rigidly  guarded.  Every  attack  of  sore  throat,  cough,  and 
catarrh  should  be  at  once  attended  to ;  the  feeble  should  have  invigorating  food  and  treatment. 

(</.)  Sick  Children, — The  sick  should  be  rigidly  isolatetl  in  well-aired  (the  air  being  en- 
tirely changed  at  least  hourly),  sunlighted  rooms,  the  outflow  of  air  being,  as  far  as  possible, 
through  the  external  windows,  by  depressing  the  upper  and  elevating  the  lower  sash,  or  a 
chimney  heated  by  a  fire  in  an  oj^en  fire-place ;  all  discharges  from  the  mouth  and  nose 
should  be  received  into  vessels  containing  disinfectants,  as  solutions  of  carbolic  acid  or  sul- 
phate of  zinc  ;  or  upon  cloths  which  are  immediately  burned ;  or  if  not  burned,  thoroughly 
boiled,  or  placed  under  a  disinfecting  fluid. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

CHARLES  F.  CHANDLER, 

President, 
Emmons  Clark,  Secretary, 

I  was  at  the  same  time  directed  to  detail  two  inspectors  to  report 
on  charts  provided  for  that  purpose,  the  following  facts  relating  to  all 
fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  viz.  : 

Name  of  deceased,  residence,  number  of  families  in  house,  popu- 
lation of  the  house,  number  in  the  family  of  deceased,  cubic  air  space 
to  each  person,  sanitarj''  defects,  history  of  person  as  to  age,  place  of 
birth,  previous  residence,  married  or  single,  hereditary  diseases, 
previous  diseases,  previous  health,  history  of  disease,  duration,  order 
of  succession  of  symptoms,  progress  of  case,  general  and  special 
treatment,  pathology,  causes,  alleged,  determined,  predisposing, 
exciting,  aggravating. 

Soon  after  this  the  entire  corps  of  Inspectors  and  Assistant  In- 
spectors  took  part  in  this  service,   so  far  as  time  would    permit. 
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The  following  letter,  with  the  above-mentioned  chart,  was  sent  to 
each  physician  reporting  a  case,  the  inspectors  afterwards  visiting  the 
premises,  with  a  view  of  informing  themselves  of  their  sanitary  con- 
dition : 

New  York,  ,  1875. 

Dear  Doctor — The  Board  of  Health  is  about  to  undertake  an  inquiry  into  the  probable 
causes  of  the  present  epidemic  of  diphtheria,  and  they  confidently  trust  that  in  pursuing  such 
investigation,  they  may  rely  upon  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession. 
May  I  rajuest  you  to  examine  the  blank  which  I  leave,  and  to  note  upon  it  any  information, 
however  scanty,  which  you  may  now  possess  in  regard  to  the  case  at  No.  street. 

I  will  afterwards  endeavor  to  obtain  the  other  particulars  myself.  I  will  call  for  the  blank 
in  three  days. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

,  Insjjector, 

No. street. 

To  Dr. 

The  following  extract  from  a  report  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent,  is  based  upon  an  analysis  of  these 
charts : 

In  attempting  to  analyze  the  reports  of  301  cases,  we  can,  of  course,  but  approximate 
to  the  facts  as  they  really  are,  and  trace  but  a  portion  of  the  cases  to  the  real  cause,  at  the 
same  time  making  all  due  allowance  for  conflicting  circumstances,  and  the  variety  of  opinions 
as  expressed  by  attending  physicians  and  Sanitary  Inspectors.  In  each  case  investigated,  the 
Inspector,  whenever  expressing  an  opinion,  has  given  the  cause  which  apjjeared  to  bear  a 
<lirect  relation  to  the  case,  not  neglecting  to  mention  every  condition  or  circumstance  which 
could  modify  or  aggravate  the  disease. 

By  carefully  reviewing  these  reports,  we  find  that  40  of  the  cases  are  traced  directly  to 
defective  house  drainage,  including  bad  trapping,  unventilated  waste  and  soil-pipes,  leaking 
pipes,  damp  cellars,  offensive  water-closets,  and  filthy  privies.  Overcrowding,  with  want  of 
proper  ventilation,  is  reported  as  being  partially  or  entirely  responsible  for  47  cases,  15  of 
which  were  confined  to  spaces  of  less  than  300  cubic  feet  for  each  individual,  including  both 
living  and  sleeping  rooms,  and  making  no  allowance  for  the  presence  of  furniture,  bedding, 
clothing,  etc.,  all  of  which,  by  absorbing  and  retaining  crowd-poison,  become  active  agents 
in  developing  cai^es  of  whatever  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  may  be  prevailing.  This,  I 
believe,  is  as  far  as  we  can  regard  local  conditions  as  being  the  cause  of  a  disease  introduced  by 
direct  contagion,  or  through  some  mysterious  atmospheric  or  telluric  agency  ;  and,  while  we 
have  no  control  over  the  latter,  many  lives  may  be  saved  by  preventing  exposure  to  contagion 
and  by  attending  well  to  local  conditions.  Of  these  301  cases,  56  were  believe<l  to  l>e  traced 
to  direct  contagion,  without  any  reference  to  the  neglect  of  sanitary  measures ;  and  these 
probably  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  number  of  cases  that  owe  their  existence  to  this  cause, 
as  must  be  obvious  to  all,  now  that  the  intensity  and  persistence  of  the  diphtheritic  contagion 
are  so  generally  acknowledged.  This  again  appears  to  be  the  fact,  when  we  consider  the  ages 
of  those  who  suffer  from  the  disease,  the  greatest  number  being  between  five  and  ten  years  of 
age,  the  age  at  which  children  are  confined  during  a  good  portion  of  the  day  in  our  crowded 
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primary  schools.  Doubtless,  in  these  schools  there  are  many  cases,  either  in  the  incipient 
stage,  or  of  so  mild  a  type  as  to  escape  detection  before  the  disease  is  communicated  to 
others,  which  aid  very  materially  in  spreading  the  infection  and  multiplying  the  number  of 
victims ;  and  surely  there  is  no  condition  which  is  more  favorable  to  the  development  of 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  than  where  large  numbers  of  children  are  crowded  together 
in  an  atmosphere  laden  with  the  impurities  which  are  continually  escaping  from  the  skin  and 
lungs  of  each,  and  with  facilities  for  ventilation  so  imperfect  as  are  afforded  to  most  of  our 
primary  schools. 

The  age  which  gave  us  the  next  greatest  number  of  cases  was  that  between  three  and  five 
years,  too  young  to  attend  school,  but  yet  intimately  associated  with  the  older  ones,  when  at 
home,  in  their  plays  or  sleeping  together  ;  and  thus  exposed  often  to  unseen  danger,  the  seeds 
of  the  disease  are  planted  before  the  alarm  is  given. 

Concerning  the  result  of  these  investigations  I  cannot  say  that  they  have  taught  us  much 
in  relation  to  the  cause  of  the  disease ;  but  they  brought  to  light  very  many  unsanitary  con- 
ditions which  were  corrected,  and  thus  many  causes  which  tended  to  excite  or  aggravate  the 
disease  were  removed.  With  a  full  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  attending  well  to  local 
sanitary  requirements  and  of  the  relation  A%hich  a  neglect  of  these  requirements  will  always 
bear  to  the  spread  and  severity  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  I  think  we  must  look 
beyond  imperfect  sewers  and  broken  house-drains  for  the  primary  cause  of  diphtheria.  Like 
scarlatina  and  small-pox,  it  appears  in  the  best  of  localities  where  sewers  are  unknown, 
where  the  atmosphere  is  pure  and  the  water  uncontaminated.  It  takes  the  lofty  as  well  as 
the  lowly,  it  spares  neither  the  rich  nor  the  poor ;  its  ravages  are  witnesse<i  at  the  sea-side 
and  in  the  crowded  city,  on  the  mountain  and  in  the  valley.  And  whenever  an  epidemic  visits 
us,  although  with  our  present  knowledge  we  may  not  be  able  to  **  stamp  it  out  "  as  we  do 
small-pox,  by  vaccination,  we  may,  by  attention  to  sanitary  measures  deprive  it  of  its  greatest 
power,  and  thus  remove  the  aggravating  if  we  cannot  control  the  primary  cause. 

In  November,  1874,  the  Board  requested  Dr.  E.  Curtis  to  investi- 
gate the  causes  and  nature  of  diphtheria,  by  means  of  micro-patholog- 
ical examinations  and  otherwise,  and  at  his  request,  early  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  Dr.  T.  E.  Satterthwaite  was  associated  with 
him  in  the  investigation.  The  very  elaborate  and  interesting  reports 
of  these  gentlemen  will  be  found  further  on  in  this  volume.  In  order 
to  show  the  localities  where  diphtheria  prevailed,  the  following  map 
has  been  prepared,  and  to  guard  against  mistakes  in  diagnosis,  to 
which  this  disease  is  peculiarly  liable,  only  fatal  cases  have  been  se- 
lected. After  they  had  been  placed  on  the  blocks,  the  old  water- 
courses and  made-ground  were  delineated  in  accordance  with  the 
map  by  Egbert  L.  Viele. 

An  examination  of  this  map  will  show  that  the  mortality  was  most 
severe  in  the  most  thickly  populated  districts,  such  as  the  Twentieth, 
Tenth,  Eleventh,  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth  wards,  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  Twenty-first.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  there  is  no  re- 
lation between  these  cases  and  the  made  ground  or  old  water-courses.  ^ 
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Deaths  by  Smail-pox  in  the  City  of  New  York,  from  1804  to  1876. 


Year. 


Dbaths. 


I 


1804 

I 
1805 

1806 ' 

1807 1 

zBoB I 

1809 1 

x8zo 

I 
1811 , 

18x2 

1813 

1814 

I 
1815 

z8x6.... 

18x7 

x8i8.... 

1833..., 

z8a4 

i8a5 

1826.... 

1827 

1828.... 

1839.... 

1830 

1831 

1832.... 

1833..  . 

X834.... 

X835.... 

1836.... 

X837.... 

1838.... 

xS39-- 
X840 


X69 
63 
48 

29 
62 
66 
4 
"7 


94 
X79 
14 
«9 
x8 

394 
40 
58 
149 
93 
16 
176 
224 
89 
as 
-'33 
351 
X73 
X64 
9» 
68 
33a 


Casbs. 


Popula- 
tion. 


1^ 


96.373 


95.5x9 


X66.086 


368,089 


3x3,7x0 


Ykar. 


X843.. 
X844.. 
1845.. 
X846.. 
1847.. 
X848.. 
X849.. 
1850.. 
X851.. 
1853. . 
X853.. 
1854.. 
1855.. 
1856.. 
1857.. 
X858.. 
1859.. 
x86o.. 
x86z.. 
X863  . 
1863.. 
X864.. 
1865.. 
1866.. 
1867.. 
x863.. 
X869.. 
X870. . 
X871.. 
1873.. 
1873.. 
1874. . 
1875.. 


Deaths. 


XT7 
3X 

4*5 
X41 
53 
544 
3*6 
33  X 
562 

497 
656 
6xx 
xox 

388 

423 
493 
60 

»74 
599 
368 

73 

383 

664 

36 

X9 

as 

ao3 

a93 
80s 
939 
"7 
484 
x,38o 


Casbs. 


Z.580 

a.X39 
3,380 
35a 
1,463 
3.397 


Popula- 
tion. 


37X.aa3 


5x5.547 


639,8x0 


8os.3S8 


736,386 


943,339 

97S,ooo 

X, 000,000 

984.75a 

X  .030,783 
(Census.) 
1,046,037 


4 
1^ 


34.843 

36.8x8 

a3.x59 
34.889 
35,167 
a7.X75 
36,976 
33.647 
39,084 
38,737 
30.709 
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SMALL-POX. 

The  decided  increase  in  this  disease  was  early  foreseen,  and  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  meet  it.  In  a  report  on  the  organization  of  a  per- 
manent Vaccinating  Corps,  which  by  the  Board's  directions  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  in  1873,  and  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  annual  report 
for  that  year,  I  observed  that  **  the  poor  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  dispensaries  for  vaccination  to  any  important  degree,  and  that  an 
inspection  of  a  certain  number  of  tenement  houses  disclosed  the  fact 
of  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  unvaccinated  children.*'  The 
German  tenement  house  population  held  their  old-country  prejudice 
against  vaccination  in  any  month  but  May,  and  their  infants  were 
thus  deprived  of  the  protection  of  vaccination,  often  for  nearly  a  year. 
These  circumstances  prepared  a  fertile  field  for  variola  when  chance 
should  sow  the  seed  Attention  is  asked  to  the  prevalence  of  small- 
pox among  the  German  population,  that  nationality  contributing 
1,532  to  the  total  number  of  cases.  This  is  due  to  their  tenacious 
prejudice  in  favor  of  May  as  the  only  month  for  vaccinating,  so  that 
an  infant,  although  exposed  to  variola,  may  be  unprotected  until  the 
favorite  month  comes  around.  How  suicidal  this  prejudice  is,  will  be 
seen  when  we  consider  that  the  mortality  chiefly  strikes  young  chil- 
dren, 1,150  having  died  under  five  years  of  age. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  our  handling  of  small-pox  since  the 
last  y-eport,  excepting  that  a  coupe  has  been  provided  for  the  removal 
of  the  better  class  of  patients ;  that  the  Small-pox  and  Reception 
Hospitals  have  come  under  the  charge  of  the  Board,  and  that  a  per- 
manent Vaccinating  Corps  has  been  established. 

The  isolation  of  this  disease  is  impracticable  in  hotels,  tenements, 
boarding-houses  and  shanties.  This  opinion  has  been  reached  by  a 
large  experience. 

The  disease  did  not  subside  during  the  summer  of  1874,  and  as 
small-pox  prefers  the  winter  months,  grave  apprehensions  of  its  con- 
tinuance were  excited.  In  September  of  that  year  the  hospital  was  so 
crowded  that  those  in  charge  were  averse  to  admitting  the  relative  of 
a  child  unless  such  relative  was  its  mother.  This  caused  cases  to  be 
concealed  in  crowded  tenement  houses,  where  isolation  is  impossible. 
With  the  consent  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Charities  and  Corrections,  and  in  conformity  with  the  law,  the  Board 
of  Health   took   charge   of  the    Small-pox  and  Reception  Hospitals 
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January  20,  1874.  The  name  of  the  former  was  changed  to  the 
'*  Riverside  Hospital" — it  was  connected  with  this  office  by  tele- 
graph. Dr.  J.  J.  Delaney  was  continued  in  charge,  Sisters  of 
Charity  were  appointed  as  nurses,  and  the  entire  service  was  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  the  Assistant  Sanitary 
Superintendent  of  this  Bureau. 

During  the  epidemic,  cards  urging  vaccinating  were  widely  distrib- 
uted among  the  tenement  houses  and  nailed  up  in  their  halls.  They 
were  also  displayed  in  the  cars  of  several  street  lines. 

The  following  circular  was  at  the  same  time  issued  to  physicians  : 

Health  Department,  No.  301  Mott  Street,  ) 
New  York,  June  8,  1875.         ) 
To  th€  Physicians  of  New  York : 

Small-pox  at  present  prevails  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before,  as  regards  actual  num- 
bers, perhaps  not  proportionally.  For  the  past  three  weeks  it  has  been  on  the  increase,  and 
on  the  week  ending  May  22d,  1 1 1  cases  were  reported,  more  than  for  any  of  its  predecessors. 
This  was  probably  due  to  the  moving  on  May  ist  disseminating  the  disease. 

From  October  i,  1874,  to  May  22,  1875,  2,335  cases  were  reported ;  a  certain  unknown 
number  are  unreported  and  escape  detection.  From  October  i,  1874,  to  May  15,  1875, 
834  cases  died  of  this  disease.  The  localities  where  it  is  at  present  most  prevalent  are 
districts  bounded  by  Division  street  on  the  south.  Thirteenth  street  on  the  north.  Bowery 
and  Second  avenue  on  the  west,  and  Lewis  street  and  Avenue  D  on  the  east ;  Ninth  and 
Tenth  avenues,  between  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  streets ;  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues,  between 
Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth  streets ;  Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues,  between  Forty- third  and 
Forty-seventh  streets ;  First  avenue,  between  Forty-sixth  and  Forty-seventh  streets. 

This  Board  has  maps  prepared,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  and  if 
the  observation  of  the  places  where  the  disease  prevails  will  help  you  in  practice,  they  will 
gladly  exhibit  them  to  you. 

The  Board  would  urge  on  you  the  importance  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  possible  in  view  of  the  above  facts. 

The  Board,  at  its  last  meeting,  passed  the  foUovdng  resolution  : 

That  in  all  cases  where  insufficient  excuses  are  made  for  declining  vaccination,  the  vacci- 
nator or  inspector  take  the  name  and  address  of  the  people  and  of  the  family  physician,  and 
notify  the  physician  of  the  fact. 

The  Board  hopes  that  you  will  urge  vaccination  and  perform  it  under  these  circumstances. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

C.  F.  CHANDLER, 

Presi(/en/, 
Emmons  Clark, 

Secretary. 

The  following  report  upon  the  Small-pox  or  Riverside  Hospital^ 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Superinten- 
dent, will  be  read  with  interest. 
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RIVERSIDE  HOSPITAL. 

It  has  been  customary,  for  many  years  past,  to  remove  patients 
suffering  with  this  disease  to  a  hospital  provided  for  the  purpose, 
especially  patients  so  situated  that  they  could  not  be  safely  isolated 
at  home,  including  occupants  of  tenement-houses,  boarding-houses, 
hotels,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  places  where  the  presence  of  a  small-pox 
patient  would  endanger  the  safety  of  others.  The  hospital  hitherto 
occupied  for  this  purpose,  and  until  recently  known  as  the  Small- 
pox Hospital,  was,  prior  to  January,  1875,  under  control  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Charities  and  Correction.  On  the  20th  of  January, 
1875,  it  was,  by  virtue  of  a  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  1874, 
transferred  to  the  Health  Department,  and  its  name  changed  to  that 
of  **  Riverside  Hospital,"  by  which  name  it  is  at  present  known. 

At  the  time  this  hospital  came  under  control  of  the  Health 
Department,  the  accommodations  consisted  of  a  reception  hospital  at 
the  river  side  in  front  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  where  patients  are  received 
to  await  the  departure  of  the  boat  for  Blackwell's  Island  ;  a  stone 
building  on  the  south  end  of  Blackwell's  Island,  in  which  there  is 
room  for  54  beds,  not  including  those  occupied  by  nurses  and  attend- 
ants;  and  two  pavilions,  in  one  of  which  there  is  a  capacity  for  61, 
and  in  the  other  for  80  beds,  making  in  all  comfortable  accommoda- 
tions for  19s  patients.  Over  200  have  been  accommodated  at  a 
time,  but  that  number  crowds  the  institution  too  much  for  the  com- 
fort, or,  I  might  say,  for  the  safety  of  the  patients,  as  persons  suffer- 
ing from  this  disease  need  plenty  of  space,  with  an  unlimited  supply 
of  fresh  air. 

Immediately  upon  taking  charge  of  this  hospital,  on  the  20th  of 
January  last,  it  was  decided  to  reorganize  the  entire  management, 
and  place  the  institution  on  as  high  and  broad  a  basis  as  our  limited 
means  would  allow,  for  which  purpose  extensive  repairs  were  found 
to  be  necessary,  as  a  good  deal  of  the  carpenter-work  was  either 
defective  or  worn  out ;  and  it  was  also  found  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  furniture  was  only  loaned  to  the  hospital  as  the  prop- 
erty of  another  Department.  It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  one  of 
the  first  sights  which  met  the  eye  of  the  unfortunate  patient  as  the  boat 
neared  the  dock,  was  a  pile  of  coffins  at  the  landing  place,  painfully 
suggestive  of  the  manner  in  which  some  of  those  just  arriving  might 
leave  the  island  at  the  expiration  of  their  several  terms  of  probation. 
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In  order  to  relieve  the  dock  of  this  sadly  suggestive  picture,  the  dead- 
house  was  enlarged  at  an  expense  of  $162,  thus  affording  room  where 
these  coffins  might  be  stored  until  needed  for  use.  It  was  found, 
however,  that  this  did  not  abate  the  evil,  and  subsequently  a  small 
building  was  erected  for  the  purpose  at  the  dock,  since  when  there 
has  been  no  complaint  of  these  repulsive  sights.  The  necessity  for 
this  improvement  is  apparent  when  we  are  told  that  coffins  containing 
the  bodies  of  patients  dying  at  Charity  Hospital  all  leave  the  island 
for  burial  from  the  dock  at  which  our  small-pox  patients  are  landed  ; 
and  it  was  by  no  means  unusual  for  these  to  be  deposited  at  the 
dock  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  boat  to  take  them  away. 

On  making  a  careful  and  thorough  inspection  of  these  hospital 
buildings,  it  was  soon  xliscovered  that  many  repairs  were  necessary. 
Window-sashes  and  window-cords  were  out  of  order,  floors  were 
broken,  doors  and  stairs  were  in  need  of  repair,  sheds  and  weather-doors 
were  needed  for  the  pavilions,  water-closets  were  out  of  order,  seats  and 
floors  broken,  and  the  flushing  apparatus  imperfect;  shelves,  tables, 
cupboards  and  closets  were  also  needed,  besides  a  large  amount  of  fur- 
nishing goods,  material  for  bedding,  night-clothes,  etc.  In  addition 
to  the  carpenter  work,  there  were  needed  a  new  range,  new  stoves 
and  pipe,  repairs  to  the  old  range,  a  full  set  of  range  furniture,  a 
good  deal  of  plumbing  work,  a  steam  pump,  a  general  supply  of 
hospital  furniture,  and  later  in  the  season  it  was  found  necessary  to 
repair  the  roof  of  the  stone  building  and  that  of  one  pavilion, 
besides  furnishing  new  leaders,  as  the  old  ones  were  so  much  worn  as 
to  be  almost  useless.  This  involved  considerable  expense,  for  which 
I  refer  to  the  tabulated  statement  published  elsewhere. 

A  resident  physician,  Dr.  James  J.  Delany,  was  appointed,  who 
still  continues  in  the  work,  and  the  services  of  Sisters  of  Charity  were 
also  secured,  that  the  patients  might  enjoy  all  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  labors  of  thoroughly  trained  nurses.  The  system  of  work- 
house help  hitherto  practiced  was  dispensed  with,  and  a  system 
of  paid  help  adopted,  by  which  more  work  and  better  discipline  is 
secured  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  under  any  system  of  involun- 
tary servitude.  The  improvement  following  this  latter  change  was  at 
once  seen  in  the  respect  and  deference  manifested  by  the  one  class,  as 
contrasted  with  the  impertinence  and  profanity  which  characterize  the 
other. 

As  the  spring  advanced,  it  was  found  that  our  accommodations 
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were  not  equal  to  our  necessities,  for   during  the   month   of  April 
small-pox  numbered  more  victims  than  it  had  during  any  previous 
month  of  the  year,  there  being  seventy-nine  more  admissions  to  the 
hospital  than  there  were  during  the  month  of  March,  and  eleven  more 
than  there  were  in  February.     This  increase  took  place  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  and  therefore,  contrary  to  what  we  had 
expected,  the  month  of  May  found  us  with  augmented  rather  than 
diminished  numbers,    and    still  increasing,  the  admissions   for   the 
month  being  four  hundred  and  eight,  or  an  increase  of  one  hundred 
and   twenty-nine  over   the  number   admitted   during   the   month  of 
April.     This  increase  in  numbers  not  only  crowded  the  hospital  build- 
ings, but  also  added  largely  to  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  the 
resident  physician,  who  had  already  begun  to  show  symptoms  of 
being  overworked   in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  duties.     It  was 
therefore  found  necessary  to  provide  for  Dr.  Delany  an  assistant,  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  orderlies  and  of  helpers  in  proportion  to 
the  increased  number  of  patients. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  the  disease  manifested  itself 
in  a  very  severe  type ;  the  hospital  buildings  were  crowded,  and  the 
death  rate  was  heavy.  This  involved  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing at  once  to  increase  the  accommodations  and  to  relieve  the 
crowding ;  and  as  we  had  neither  time  nor  means  to  provide  an  ad- 
ditional building,  it  was  decided  to  afford  the  necessary  relief  by  the 
use  of  hospital  tents.  This  was  without  delay  effected  by  the  purchase 
of  thirteen  tents,  which  were  immediately  sent  to  the  island  and 
placed  in  position,  each  tent  being  provided  with  a  well-constructed 
floor.  To  these  tents  convalescents  and  persons  but  slightly  ill  were 
transferred,  thus  allowing  more  room  for  the  very  sick  in  the  hospital 
buildings,  rendering  them  more  comfortable,  and  increasing  their 
chances  for  recovery. 

It  was  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  the  early  part  of 
July  that  the  disease  was  most  prevalent,  for  it  will  be  seen-  by  the 
accompanying  tabulated  statement,  that  during  the  quarter  ending 
March  31,  there  were  551  admissions,  and  during  the  quarter  ending 
June  30,  there  were  929,  an  increase  of  378.  After  the  middle  of 
July  there  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases,  the  ad- 
missions during  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  being  533,  and 
during  the  last  quarter  414. 

Not  only  did  the  number  of  cases  diminish,  but  by  analyzing  the 


death  record  we  find  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  also  diminished. 
For  instance,  the  death  rate  during  the  three  months  ending  July  31, 
was  27.19  per  cent.,  while  that  for  the  month  of  July  alone,  was  23.1 
per  cent. ,  and  for  the  months  of  August  and  September  the  percentage 
of  deaths  was  still  further  reduced,  it  being  only  21.53.  This  steady 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases,  as  well  as  in  the  proportion  of 
deaths,  was  encouraging,  as  it  indicated,  to  some  extent  at  least,  that 
the  disease  as  an  epidemic  had  spent  its  force,  an  indication  in  which 
we  were  not  disappointed ;  for  although  at  the  approach  of  cold 
weather  both  the  numbers  and  death  rate  were  somewhat  increased, 
the  disease  did  not  again  show  itself  with  anything  like  the  severity 
which  marked  its  progress  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

The  question  may  here  be  properly  asked,  what  could  have  given 
rise  to  the  aggravated  character  of  the  disease  with  the  approach  of 
warm  weather,  when  from  all  past  experience  we  reasonably  look  for 
an  abatement.  One  fact  has  been  frequently  noticed  :  that  the  yearly 
practice  of  house-hunting  and  moving,  although  a  time-honored 
custom  with  New  Yorkers,  exposes  our  citizens  to  many  unseen 
dangers,  and  has  often  been  followed  by  a  temporary  increase  in  the 
spreading  of  whatever  contagious  disease  may  have  been  at  the  time 
prevailing  ;  and  especially  is  this  the  danger  in  regard  to  small  pox  and 
scarlatina,  each  of  which  is  well  known  to  leav^  its  peculiar  poison 
behind,  long  after  the  disease  has  disappeared.  This,  I  have  no  doubt 
will  account  in  some  measure  for  the  increase  of  the  disease  at  that 
time  ;  but  I  cannot  avoid  the  impression  that  the  severity  of  small- 
pox, and  the  extent  to  which  it  prevailed  during  the  early  part  of  the 
summer,  may  have  had  another  deeply  rooted  cause.  And  here  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  during  the  previous  winter,  the  small 
number  of  inspectors  on  duty,  constantly  overworked  as  they  were  in 
the  daily  routine  of  service  demanded  of  them  in  their  enlarged 
districts,  were  wholly  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  disease  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  protect  our  large  city  from  its  ravages  ;  whereas  in 
previous  years,  whenever  there  were  indications  of  a  threatened  pesti- 
lence, the  inspectorial  force  has  been  increased  in  numbers  adequate 
to  the  existing  emergency.  By  this  system  reported  cases  were  early 
visited,  isolated  cases  were  carefully  watched,  and  strict  quarantine 
enforced ;  concealed  cases  were  sought  out  and  removed,  and  preven- 
tive measures  early  applied.  All  this  involves  an  amount  of  work 
which  cannot  be  accomplished  by  a  few  inspectors  whose  time  is  so 
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largely  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  their  many  other  imperative 
duties  ;  and  yet  it  must  be  done  if  we  would  protect  a  large  community 
from  the  ravages  of  contagion.  How  nearly  these  coincident  facts 
are  related  as  cause  and  effect,  or  how  far  a  more  liberal  appropriation 
would  have  averted  the  calamity,  is  worthy  the  careful  consideration 
of  the  political  economist  as  well  as  of  the  sanitarian. 

The  hospital  is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  a  Resident  Physician, 
whose  entire  time  is  devoted  to  its  interests,  and  who  is  indefatigable 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.     He  has  to  assist  him,  one  clerk,  and 
as  many  orderlies  and  laborers  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary. 
The  Domestic  Department,  including  the  general  nursing,  is  conducted 
by  Sisters  of  Charity,  of  whom  there  are  eight  in  the  institution. 
One  is  in  charge,  and  she  assigns  to  the  others  their  respective  duties, 
exercising  a  general  supervision  over  all.     Upon  one  devolves  the 
duty  of  housekeeper,  another  has  charge  of  the  laundry,  and  each  of 
the   others   has  charge  of  a  ward,  with   helpers   to  assist  under  her 
direction.     Thus  systematized,  the  work  goes  on  without  interruption, 
one  intelligent  mind  directing  the  whole  and  keeping  itself  informed 
of  each  and  every  department  in  their  minute  details.     No  one  can 
witness   the  faithfulness   and   self-sacrifice   with   which   these   pious 
women  discharge  their  respective  duties,  regardless  of  their  own  com- 
fort, and  intent  only  on  the  welfare  of  those  intrusted  to  their  care, 
without  congratulating  the  public,  especially  persons  who  are  unfortu- 
nate enough  to  become  inmates  of  this  institution,  with  the  assurance 
that  while  there  they  will  ever  meet  with  the  kind  sympathy  and  tender 
care  always  emanating  from  the  principles  of  true  Christianity. 

The  spiritual  interests  of  the  patients  are  provided  for  by  the  ser- 
vices of  a  Catholic  and  a  Protestant  chaplain,  that  those  adhering  to 
either  one  of  these  divisions  of  the  Christian  Church  may  receive  the 
consolations  afforded  through  its  officiating  servant. 

The  ordinary  hospital  diet  has  been  furnished  by  contract  from 
Charity  Hospital,  while  the  ** extra  diet"  and  that  for  the  attendants 
and  help  is  supplied  directly  by  the  Health  Department.  Extra  diet 
for  patients  consists  of  eggs,  milk,  beef  tea,  beefsteak,  whisky,  in  the 
form  of  egg  nogg  or  milk  punch,  rice,  tapioca,  etc.  There  is.  a 
private  arrangement  by  which  those  who  prefer  it  can  have  separate 
board  by  the  payment  of  seven  dollars  per  week.  With  this  money  such 
articles  of  diet  as  are  needed  are  purchased  for  the  use  of  such  patients. 
All  of  the  money  so  paid  is  expended  for  supplies,  no  profit  accruing 
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to  any  one  ;  but  any  surplus  of  supplies  so  purchased,  and  not  needed 
for  the  boarders,  is  added  to  the  general  store  for  the  use  of  all,  thus 
-contributing  somewhat  towards  reducing  the  current  expenses  of  the 
institution. 

The  question  now  arises,  Has  the  change  of  management,  with 
the  increased  expenditure  incurred  to  carry  on  the  institution,  had 
the  effect  to  reduce  in  any  degree  the  percentage  of  mortality  ?.  This 
<luestion  cannot  be  satisfactorily  answered  by  comparing  our  present 
•death-rate  with  that  of  previous  years,  as  we  have  had,  during  the 
past  year,  to  contend,  not  only  with  a  more  than  usually  severe  type 
-of  the  disease,  but  have  also  met  with  a  much  larger  number  of  com- 
plications than  usual,  especially  pneumonia,  which  has  been  very 
prevalent  and  fatal,  and  to  which  patients  suffering  with  small-pox  are 
very  susceptible. 

The  nearest  approximation  to  which  we  can  arrive  towards  the 
solution  of  this  question,  is  by  comparing  the  mortality  of  the  last 
three  months  with  that  of  the  three  months  next  preceding.  By 
•consulting  the  accompanying  tabulated  statement  of  admissions, 
<lischarges  and  deaths,  it  will  be  seen  that,  when  we  took  charge  of 
the  hospital  in  January,  1875^  there  were  under  treatment  155  patients, 
and  that  during  the  year  there  were  admitted  2,427,  making  in  all, 
.2,582.  Of  this  number  1,801  recovered  and  returned  to  their  homes, 
^nd  691  died;  which  gives  us  a  death-rate  of  26.76  per  cent.  Now, 
by  consulting  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  for  the  year 
1874,  we  find  that,  up  to  the  31st  day  of  December  there  were  dis- 
<harged  from  the  Small-pox  Hospital  734,  and  285  deaths,  which 
^ives  a  mortality  of  27.9  per  cent.  If  we  examine  still  nearer,  we 
iind,  by  the  hospital  records,  that,  during  the  three  months  ending 
December  31,  1874,  there  were  315  discharges,  and  143  deaths,  giving 
-a  mortality  of  3 1. 2  percent,  for  the  three  months  immediately  preceding 
the  change  of  adniinistration ;  while,  for  the  quarter  ending  March 
31,  1875,  the  death-rate  was  29.4  per  cent.,  giving  us  a  gmall  reduc- 
tion in  the  percentage  of  mortality,  while  the  severity  of  the  disease 
was  daily  increasing.  These  death-rates  are  all  heavy,  and  yet,  as 
we  shall  presently  see,  they  are  not  far  in  excess  of  what  has  been 
suffered  in  other  cities  during  previous  years. 

It  must  be  remembered  here,  that  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1874  that  the  epidemic  began  to  assume  so  grave  a  character, 
which  will  account  for  the  greater  rate  of  mortality  during  the  last 
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quarter  than  during  the  previous  nine  months.     It  was   about  this 
time  that  pneumonia  became  very  prevalent  and  proved  a  serious 
complication  with  small- pox  patients,  many  of  whom  were  attacked 
in  their  convalescent  stage,  and  finally  succumbed,  this  second  trial 
proving  too  much  for  their  physical  endurance.     Through  the  entire 
winter,  patients  in  the  hospital  were  extremely  susceptible  to  pneu- 
monia, to  which  fact  is  due  in  some  degree  our  large  mortality,  while, 
during  the  summer    months,  diarrhoea  proved  to  be  a  troublesome, 
and  often  a  fatal  complication  ;  and  this  was  especially  the  case  with 
young  and    delicate  children,  very  few  of  this  class  being  able  to 
withstand  a  severe  attack  of  diarrhcea  accompanying  small-pox.     The 
severity   with    which    this    disease    deals    with   young   children,   is 
illustrated  in  the  fact  that  of  the  469  children  admitted  to  the  hospital 
under  five  years  of  age,  256,  or  55.43   per  cent,   died  ;  and  of  thcs*?, 
102  were  under  one  year  of  age,  and  un vaccinated.      As  the  ages 
increased,  the  percentage  of  deaths  diminished;   for  we  see  by  the 
tables,  that  there  were  admitted  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen, 
256,  and  of  these  6y  died,  or  a  percentage  of  26.     Between  the  ages 
of  fifteen  and  twenty-five,  the  death-rate  was  still  lower,  the  admis- 
sions between  these  ages  having  been  782,  and  the  deaths  1365  or  a 
percentage  of  17,39.     It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  during 
this  decade  the  system  is  as    well    protected   by  re-vaccination  as 
during  any  other  period  of  life,  and  the  cases  which  occur  are.  most 
of  them,   mild  and   easily  managed.     During  the    next  twenty-five 
years   of  life,   the  death-rate  slowly  increased,   there   having  been, 
between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  fifty,  S42  admissions,  and  19A- 
deaths,  a  percentage  of  23.     As  people  advance  in  life,  they  beconKS 
careless  in  regard  to  re-vaccination,  and  lose  in  some  degree,  the  pro  ^ 
tection  afforded  during  their  younger  days,  and  hence  the  diseas 
attacks  with  greater  severity,  and  the  powers  of  resistance  diminishinj 
as  age  advances,  a  greater  proportion  of  the  cases  prove  fatal,  th 
percentage  of  deaths  among  those  admitted  over  fifty  years  of  ageS 
being  26.79. 

The  good  effects  of  vaccination  in  modifying  the  death-rate  are 
seen  in  this  hospital,  as  in  other  institutions  of  the  kind,  or  in  private 
practice.  In  estimating  the  relative  mortality  of  the  vaccinated  and 
the  unvaccinated,  we  find  that  among  the  former  the  percentage  of 
deaths  was  20.09,  ^^^  of  the  unvaccinated  the  rate  was  49. 38  percent. 
There  were    156   patients  treated,    of  whom   no    history  could    be 
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obtained,  and  of  these,  99  died.  These  last  were  probably  all  un- 
vaccinated,  and  the  20.09  P^^  c^^t.  fatal  cases  of  the  vaccinated 
included  those  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  only,  and  had 
neglected  to  continue  the  protection  by  frequent  revaccination. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  relative 
mortality  in  hospital  and  private  practice,  many  physicians  quoting 
their  experience  in  former  years,  with  the  disease  in  a  much  milder 
form  than  has  prevailed  during  the  last  fifteen  months,  as  arguments 
in  favor  of  their  patients  being  treated  at  their  homes.  With  a  view 
to  the  settlement  of  this  question  as  nearly  as  practicable,  I  have 
taken  pains  to  collect  all  of  the  cases  treated  at  home  during  the 
year  1875,  including  all  cases  first  reported  dead,  those  who  have 
absconded,  and  concealed  cases  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge 
after  recovery,  amounting  in  all  to  1,025  cases,  of  which  517  were 
fatal,  or  a  percentage  of  50.43 ;  as  near  an  approximation  as  our 
information  will  afford.  Although  these  figures  may  not  give  us  the 
exact  percentage  of  deaths  from  small-pox  in  private  practice,  as 
there  are  doubtless,  from  time  to  time,  concealed  cases  that  never 
come  to  our  knowledge,  yet,  the  experience  of  other  cities  may  aid 
us  in  the  solution  of  this  question. 

During  the  year  1872  there  were  treated  in  the  Small-pox  Hos- 
pital at  Chicago  572  patients,  of  whom  145  died,  or  25.3  per  cent.  ; 
while,  during  the  same  period,  1,810  were  treated  at  their  homes,  of 
whom  510,  or  28  per  cent.,  died.  In  1873  the  percentage  of  mor- 
tality in  the  same  city  ^as  25  in  hospital,  and  30.6  in  private  practice. 
The  percentage  of  mortality  from  small-pox  in  Cincinnati,  during  the 
year  ending  February  29,  1872,  was  in  hospital  22.4,  and  in'  private 
practice  26.  In  each  of  these  cities  the  disease  was  not  so  frequently 
attended  with  the  serious  complication  of  pneumonia  which  has  been 
so  prevalent  with  us  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1875. 

In  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  1871,  there  were  returned  to  the 
Board  of  Health  8,114  cases  of  small-pox,  of  whom  1,879  died,  or  a 
percentage  of  23.1.  In  1872,  there  were  returned  7,5 'S  cases,  of 
whom  2,585  died,  or  a  percentage  of  34.3 — a  much  more  seveire  and 
fatal  epidemic  than  we  are  now  suffering,  notwithstanding  their  supe- 
'  rior  sanitary  advantages,  their  extended  area  in  proportion  to  popula- 
tion, and  the  entire  absence  of  such  crowded  tenement  houses  as  dis- 
grace our  own  city.  The  percentage  of  hospital  mortality  during  the 
epidemic  of  1871  and  1872,  in  Philadelphia,  was  31.25. 
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In  comparing  hospital  mortality  with  that  occurring  in  private 
practice,  we  are  compelled  to  include  in  the  former  many  cases  which 
properly  belong  to  the  latter.     In  order  to  illustrate  this  I  must  agaitt 
ask  you  to  refer  to  the  tabulated  statement — item,  sudden  deaths— 
where  it  will  be  seen  that  15  died  within  six  hours  after  admission,  i} 
died  twelve  hours  after  admission,  and  the  whole  number  that  died 
within  forty-eight  hours  after  admission  was   126.     These  were  cases- 
that  had  been  concealed  and  treated  at  home  until  death  was  inevit- 
able, when  the  physician,  to  save  his  reputation  with  the  Board,  or 
the  friends,  to  save  the  mortification  of  a  coroner's  inquest,  where 
there  had  been  no  medical  attendance,  would  report  the  case  for 
removal.     Indeed,  I  have  known  a  physician  to  ask  that  his  patient 
might  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  for  treatment,   promising  to- 
assume  all  responsibility  in  regard  to  quarantine,  disinfection,  etc.,. 
and  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  to  return  and  ask  that  the 
same  patient  be  removed  to  the  hospital ;  the  result  of  which  was  that 
the  doctor  was  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  signing  a  death  certifi- 
cate. 

All  of  these  cases  properly  belong  to  private  practice,  and  could 
we  eliminate  them  from  our  calculations  it  would  considerably  reduce 
the  percentage  of  our.  hospital  mortality. 

Since  the  change  in  management  has  been  effected,  the  hospital 
has  been  steadily  gaining  in  popularity,  and  it  is  now  not  at  all  unusual 
for  us  to  be  gratified  with  the  sincere  thanks  of  returned  patients  for 
the  kindness  and  tender  care  which  they  received  during  the  period  of 
exclusion  from  their  homes  and  from  society.  There  is  now  far  greater 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  sick,  especially  the  intelligent  portion, 
to  be  removed  than  there  was  formerly  ;  and  as  none  are  allowed  to 
leave  the  hospital  until  they  are  entirely  recovered — have  had  repeated 
baths  and  their  clothing  has  been  thoroughly  fumigated — it  is  believed 
that  no  danger  exists  of  their  conveying  the  disease  to  any  with  whon^ 
they  may  afterwards  associate. 
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RIVERSIDE   HOSPITAL. 
Census,  1875. 


I      Patients. 


Admianons*  firom  January  30  to  December  31 at427 

Accounted  for  as  follows  : 

Discharges j  Xi753 

Deaths. '  674 


Nurses. 

TOTAI- 

408 

2.835 

408 

».83S 

Classification. 


Admissions. 
Quarter  ending- 
March  31 . . . 
June  30. . . 
Sept.  30. . . 
Dec.     31... 


Discharges. 
Quarter  ending- 
March  31... 
June  30. . . 
Sept.  30... 
Dec.     31... 


Deaths. 
Quarter  ending- 
March  31... 
June  30... 
Sept.  30... 
Dec.     31... 


PATii*rrs. 


50a 

3i4 


^*^97 


349 

374 
378 

i.fiSi 


646 


^  „* 


.  i 


It 


ill 


7  s 


a.4«7 


i*<S9 


€70 
J?7 
198 


167 


tS9 
T16 


674 


4^ 


3«" 
53a 


1*968  I  4[| 


1,030 


aaft 


a  16 

>^7 


t.034 


t4o 
74 


tfio 

383 

'44 


9ti 


«5J 


468 


30 

40«l 

« 

73 

3' 

^d4 

a 

too 

M 

?" 

at 

408 

^ 


614 

1.093 

■<S|3 


4*^ 
BJ4 

_!? 

i,i6t 


t63 
aw 
■  3$ 

674 


There  were  also  in  ho^iul,  on  January  90,  1875,  155  patients,  many  in  an  advanced  state  of  convalescence, 
but  of  which  number  17  subsequently  died ;  remainder  discharged. 
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ADMISSIONS. 
Table  I.— Age,  Sex,  Color. 


Age^  &x,  Color,  NativUf, 


Ybars. 


5 

AND 
UNDBR. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25-50. 

OVKR 
50. 

1 

Quarter  ending  March  31 : 

Males 

White .... 

Females.  .. 

37 

a3 
ai 

xsa 
50 

.46 
47 

7 
5 

36« 
.60 

Males 

Colored... 

Females.... 

4 

•• 

a 

9 

4 

9 

2 

•• 

t 

Quarter  ending  June  30  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females 

108 
87 

52 

6« 

164 
94 

»93 
xao 

15 

aa 

53a 

Males 

Colored... 

Females. . . . 

X 

4 
z 

4 

X 

.. 

zo 

a 

Quarter  ending  Sept.  30  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females.... 

59 
66 

a8 
as 

97 
54 

93 
81 

«3 
6 

390 

aaa 

Males 

Colored... 

Females. . . . 

.. 

X 

5 

a 

a 

X 

.. 

8 
3 

Quarter  endmg  Dec.  31  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females. . . . 

39 
3> 

19 
,8 

8, 

45 

89 
42 

a 
7 

as© 
144 

.Males 

Colored.. 

Females. . . . 

3 

3 

256 

XI 

9 

8 

4 

X 

"3 
»7 

469 

782 

842 

7« 

2,497 

Summary. 


Year  ending  Dec.  31  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females.... 

939 

Z22 

za6 

494 
243 

Saz 

290 

40 

«»4t3 
92Z 

(Males 

Colored...  \ 

(Females.... 

5 

1 
3 

5 
3 

29 

,6 

23 

X 

63 
30 

469        , 

.56 

782 

u^ 

78 

2.427 

and  Occupation  of  Patunts, 
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Table  I*.— Age,  Sex,  Color. 


Yrars. 


5 

AND 
UNDER. 

5-15- 

15-25. 

25-50. 

OVKK 
50. 

TOTAL. 

Quarter  ending  March  31  : 

(Males 

White ....  I 

(Females.... 

as 

a4 

7 
6 

a7 
8 

4« 

ZI 

a 
a 

zoa 
51 

(Males 

Colored...  { 

(Females.... 

X 

z 

4 

z 

3 

•• 

8 

a 

Quarter  ending  June  30  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females.... 

57 
48 

«3 
«4 

a6 
ao 

37 
a8 

7 

5 

Z40 
"5 

Males 

Colored. . . 

Females.   .. 

•• 

z 
•• 

3 

•• 

4 

Quarter  ending  Sept  30  : 

(Males 

White.... 

Females. . . . 

3a 
a4 

9 
8 

»5 
9 

z6 
«7 

a 

74 
58 

Males 

Colored... 

Fenales.... 

•• 

z 
z 

a 

3 

z 

Quarter  ending  Dec  31  : 

Males 

White.... 

Females.... 

aa 
aa 

4 
5 

13 

4 

a4 
zz 

a 

63 
44 

(Males 

Colored...  { 

(Females.... 

z 

4 

a 

z 

z 

6 
3 

a56 

67 

136 

'94 

ax 

-6,. 

Summary. 


Year  ending  Dec.  3x  : 

; 

Males 

White... 

Females.... 

X36 
Z18 

33 
33 

8x 
4« 

>.8        i 

6,        1 

zz 
9 

379 
968 

(Males 

Colored... 

Females.... 

z 
z 

z 

xo 

4 

9 

1 
1 

z 

az 
6 

a56 

67 

136 

«94 

az 

674 

io6 


ADMISSIONS. 


T\»Li  II.— Nativity. 


^^,  ^^,  Coi&r^  J^aimtyt 


1 

!K 

J 
E 

83 

J 
,3 

9 

i 

3 
4 
I 

^ 

■a 

J 
1 
1 

J 

a 

i 

4 
i 

1 

s 

11 

a 

4 
i 
I 
3 

"S 

1^  ; 

6 
1 

I 

I 
I 

2 
4  ! 

4 

i 

a 

V 

■0 

JS 

3 

i 

3 

r 

c 

1 

> 

< 

Quarter  eodmn — ^ 

J™     ^ - 

Dec    31.*.*,... 

1^ 

H3 

5 
S 

4 
S 

4 

3 

4 
4 

^4 

E 
I 

a 

t 

t 

1 
f 

t 

...» 

«D7 

t 

Table  IIL— Oocufatioks. 


AciQtt *„.„.. ,.,,  1 

AgetiK  ^ « . . .  > ^ .....  ^ .». .  9 

ATdiJtect.,..»....L....,».. ..  t 

ArtiB^............... ........  3 

Auccioaeerm , ,,.  3 

Eu^makcr......... i 

BoKerA.. .. M 

Euben 16 

BtoT'tenden...... 14 

Basket- makers...... *...  9 

Bbckiiinithi.. 11 

Boatmen....    ......,.,..,..,.  5 

Bookbinders 4 

Bookkccpein....... S4 

Brewers  ...,_., ..... 14 

Bhcklayc  n  ..................  4 

Brok  en. ....,...,,...,.     ....  3 

Builder, ...........  ^ ........  *  i 

Butchem. 43 

Cabmct-makeis  ..  ...J.. ......  15 

C*nv3L^ser. 1 

Captain  of  it  esLm.^p . , . , ,  i 

Cu  conductors...... .........  4 

Carpenten ,.....,.,.,.,,  316 

Cigar-niAkcn ................  33 

CLerks. ..................... .  ^% 

Coachmen.... 9 

Collectors........ a 

Cookat— male  ......    ....♦_^*,  6 

Cook?— female... ,,,........  a 

Conftcrioncre  , 4 

Coopers,.,..  „,,,,. 9 

CucrenL ....,,.,,.,  a 

Depuiy  SheHfT.  ...*..........  t 

Doidcscic* ..... .......  1^ 

Drest-maken I 

DriTeTs. ................ ......  45 

Druggisis...-., % 

Dyer ,,,,..,.. 1 

En£inecrt 6 

^^graven ...................  3 

Exproamen...^ .....*  3 


F^tKer^ntaker. ...........  i» . ..  1 

Fire  Departmetit. . ...........  t 

'  Firemen . .  ^ .  ■  4 

I  Florist......  ►... .-..,......,.  1 

I  Fuirien  .....................  3 

.  Gardcnen...................  S 

I  Gaa-worken  ............... ..  5 

I  Gbi£ieir$.. a 

I  Hair  dealers > 

I  Hmtcr*.....   ............  .,.  s 

Housekeepen.,.. .  i ..,..  313 

Iti j^ntii. 469 

liuLrumeoC-iQaken  ...........  0 

JanitDn....  .................  3 

Jeweteri. ....,.,....,,.....,.»  » 

JURkincn.. I 

l^bomeir*, ..,  ifi+ 

Idger  bier  saloon  keeper^ ...  $ 

Lauiidrt3»e^,. 5 

Liquor  dira,lere, . .............  5 

lAvisTy  stable  keeper i 

LockuniilB.............. 3 

^Lonahoreincn.....,.i j 

MactiLDiib......  ,...>,...,..<..  tl 

Manufncturert....... ........  14 


MatTCrti  , 


Merchanta..... ^,.,  8 

Midwives..  ..,.*...*....... ..  a 

Milkmen ^.. % 

M  illiihcr i 

Minen % 

MifKira.. 356 

•  Moulders...^.,...............  ^ 

*  ftfuslaana. ....«.....,.,..,..*  9 

Ncwaboy . . ..................  i 

No  occupation .,..,...,.  39 

'  Orsan-gTinderi, . , . . .  * a 

Oj-stermen, .....  4 


Pdintei^.... ...—    »♦ 

Paper-haiiger J 

Peddler? '■■     * 

Piano-makeia,... ..  ....>...<'      4 

Piltrt.......... ..."      I 

PLa9««reta. . . . , ...*      » 

Plumbera.......... ...^     4 

PQliceoiefl  ............«.-*'■     • 

Poftera II 

Pbsc-officeckrk.. ...-#      * 

Printers......  ..,......."-    ^ 

Rag-pLcken... .........  ..'^.. I      ' 

Rope'aiakera.........'^^'><*«     ' 

Saddle™. .,.,,. * 

SaiUdtaker..  .............■•!      ^ 

S«lort., .*-.    « 

Sidoinai * 

Sculpcor «-      ' 

Seamstrenet...... -........■    9 

ShoemakcfS^. '^^^    4 

Stablemen... ..,.«..      • 

Scone^uaers...  ...........      f 

Storekeepers. ......... ....>•     f" 

Street-sweeper.......,,--.*-      I 

SiydentA........ «      i 

Tailon P 

Teacher ■ 

Tbttmlihs...................     -I 

Tufner*, ...,,. 3 

Undertaken  ........ ........       i 

Uphoktfi-cn................      I 

Vagiantx........ ............       i 

Vamisheia. ,,  _,  .» 

WaitcfS..............    ».-.,-      i 

Weavers. 

Wheel  vrrigTit&. 
While 


Total. 


M35 
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Table  II*. — Nativity. 


1 

los 
171 

4» 

Hi 
47 

tS 

1 

IS 

IS 

7< 

1 

> 
5 

f 

1 

a 
4 

1 

t 

I 

1 

1 

i 

J 

;5 

1' 

1 

Quarter  endin^^ 

I 

3 

9 
1 

[ 

,, 

a 

I 

J 1136        TO....* - 

Dec*     «,..* *..,..*. 

J 

ft 

« 

S 

£ 

1 

1 

' 

3 

1 

I 

Table  HI*.— CtecuPATiONS. 


Actor z 

Agents » 3 

Architect x 

Artist X 

Auctioneers 

Bakers 3 

Barbers. a 

Bar-tenders 3 

Blacksmiths. 3 

Boatmen 3 

Bookbinders 3 

Bookkeepers a 

Brewers 4 

Bricklayer x 

Butchers. 7 

Cabinet-makers a 

Captain  of  steam -ship x 

Carpenters 6 

Cigar-makers 7 

Clerks. x6 

Coachmen -  a 

Collector x 

Cooper z 

Cutler X 

Domestics 43 

Drivers. 13 

Engineers 3 

Ffcrist X 

Flower-maker x 

Gardener z 

Grocers. 4 

Hatter x 

H'^inekecpers 71 

Infants 356 

Jewelers a 

Jonkman x 


Laborers. 46 

Lager  bier  saloon  keeper z 

Laundretfes. a 

Liquor  dealers 2 

'Longshoremen a 

Machinists. 6 

Manufacturers ....  a 

Mason x 

Mechanic x 

Milkman .* x 

Milliner x 

Mmors 68 

Musician x 

No  occupation xx 

Or^an-grinders 

Painters 5 

Plasterers. 6 

Plimibers 3 

Porters 4 

Printers. 3 

Rag-picker x 

Rope-maker x 

Sailors. 7 

Salesman x 

Seamstresses 3 

Shoemakers a 

Stableman z 

Stone-cutters. a 

Storekeeper x 

Tailors xo 

Teacher x 

Tinsmith x 

Upholsterer x 

Waiters. 4 

Totol 674 
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Table  IV.— Admissions. 


TABLES  OF 


QVARIUS.          ' 

QVAVTUtS. 

QvAkrtM$. 

Veav  emhjk: 

itt. 

>d. 

J4. 

+th. 

taJ»L 

Jd^ 

4th. 

m. 

id,    3d- 

4*. 

Dbckmuxji. 

MftJs. 

Femaln. 

TonlSeiH=L 

M. 

¥. 

TcttL 

Vacrinaled  : 

AduJtiiind  children  ovtrl 

Syeanofaf* J 

Inuntt  under  5  yean  01 1 

9St. f 

310 

»3 

51 

«9 

1* 

199 
5 

9 

»4<» 
*9 

7 

4s6 

349 

as 

31? 

13 

*1 

6J4 
St 

'.745 

Upvacciii.ited  : 

Adulu  and  chlldnm  Qv&\ 
5  ycara  of  a^  ►»*..»..*  f 

IJ3&nt£  under  s  yoM^  of| 
^« -■- J 

to 
*5 

61' 

43 

19 

»9 

3 

54 

*9 
43 

stti 

13 

4$ 

US 

40 

&7 

te 

5S 

157 

4»' 
M9 

9f 

1^ 

Wdhktory 

40 
54a 

to 
>9B 

8 

t6a 

37 

a»7 

19 

ass 

4 

45 

n 

■9 

n 

87 

69 

rS* 

551 

gaq 

S33    4*4 

.^76 

9St 

M^ 

Summary. 


Vaccinated 

IT  n  vaccinated 

ifo  h  utory ....,..■. 

5"9 

35 
»9 

3B1 

4-6 
76 
4** 

54a 

aa5 

»4 

41 
i 

953 

"S 

a7 

=83 
67 
37 

387 

'S9 

19 

335 

«1S 

35, 

4 
t6i 

444 
61 
4S 

SSI 

709 

77 
9^ 

3^4 
IS? 

H9 
73 

1*174 
SIS 

87 

69 

533 

414 

i*47« 

9S> 

3^ 

Table  V.— Percentages 


Vaccinated  : 

Adults  and  children  over   5) 
years  of  age ) 

Infants  under  5  years  of  age. . . , 
Unvaccinated  : 

Adults  and   children  over  5) 
years  of  age ) 

Infiwts  under  5  years  of  age. . . 
No  history , 

Vaccinated 

Unvaccinated 

No  history * 


Quarters. 


xst.  2d.  3d.  4th. 


Males. 


32.90  I     17.30 

44-44  j     27-37 

I 

I 

50.00  ,     40.00 

72.00        54.09 

I 

41.37  ;   70.00 


17.70 
18.7s 

28.57 
54.76 
80.00 


33-33 

5»-7a 
62.50 


QtJAKTBRS. 


2d. 


4th. 


Females. 


20.68 

19.61 

X8.57 

17.79 

44-44 

26.08 

21.05 

71.4a 

66.66 

30.76 

36.31 

50.00 

41.66 

59-25 

35.55 

61.53 

81.25 

59-45 

66.66 

75.00 

Summary. 


23 -5X 

18.07 

17-77 

aa.05 

22.40 

65-71 

51.31 

46.03 

46.34 

44-44 

4».37 

70.00 

80.00 

62.50 

81.25 

20.14  ' 

1 
53-73 

59-45 


.8.86 

18.40 

32.81     ' 

65.62 

66.66 

75.00 

PERCENTAGES. 
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Table  IV*. — Deaths. 


Qt^AMTKM* 


ad.     3tL    4^ 


QUAKtSttS. 


sd,     |<L   4lh. 


Males. 


V&ain)Ked  : 

Adults  mid    children 

CFcr  5  yt^n  of  Age 

[nfAnis  under  s  year* 

of  age. 

trnvacdnaied  t 

Adults  uid  ctiildren 
over  5  years  of  age 

InfiUiti  luidcr  5  yc^n. 
of  age. .. 

Nq  history*...... ,..-, 


}'« 


iro     144 


77 


a.1^. 


"5     59 


QUAIfTWCS, 


ad.      jd     4th, 


Total  Sexe& 


95 

a 

7 

as 
163 


119 


so 


63 

60 

7 

i 

tt 

7 

39 

33 

i« 

a 

136 

ti« 

YsAR  Oftn pre 


M. 

F. 

SItft 

119 

?9 

19 

31 

>+ 

89 

7* 

S3 

46 

400 

a74 

T<yod 


3S 

99 

674 


Summary. 


Viecinated.  *  - 

71 
lift 

77 
39 

'44 

40 
39 

a 

77 

4S 

5 

*9 

13 

13 

53 

57 

3* 
n 

H5 

3fl 
t 

»3 

J 
47 

»3 

31 

35 

163 

134 

75 

»59 

70 

6« 
4« 

a 
116 

a37 

S3 
400 

13a 

46 
*74 

37s 

»9 

^74 

UnvAcc  incited^ ,,* 

OF  Mortality. 


Year  bndi 

NG 
31- 

ISL 

2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

Dbcbmbbr 

Total  Sexes. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Vaccinated : 

"59 

xS.aa 

18.05 

18.92 

19.62 

X8.76 

19.31 

Adults  and  children  over  5  yean  of  age. 

44.44 

26.78 

20.00 

66.66 

30.15 

33-75 

3«-40 

In&nts  under  5  years  of  age. 
Unvaccinated  : 

53  84 

35. 7« 

27.50 

38.88 

36.20 

34- X4 

35.35 

Adults  and  children  over  5  years  of  age. 

57.  X4 

56- 51 

44.82 

56.36 

56.68 

49.66 

53.26 

Infants  under  5  years  of  age. 

55-55 

64-93 

72.72 

66.66 

60.91 

66.66 

63.46 

No  history. 

Summary. 


23.19 

X8.89 

18.22 

ao.66 

ao.i8 

19.94 

20.09 

56.45 

52.44 

39-37 

54-79 

51.16 

47.36 

49-38 

55-55 

64.93 

72.7a 

66.66 

60.91 

66.66 

63.46. 

Vaccinated. 
Unvacdnateo. 


I  [O 


SUDDEN   DEATHS. 


Vaconatep. 

UwVACCtWATaD* 

No  Hmtiav, 

TewL 

5 
IS 

7 
6 

7 

10 
15 

, 

^ 

"   M         "        "       ---* 

"36          *'        **        , , * . . 

si 

4* 

"    48          ■'        *'        *.**.,.*... 

*7 

45 

14 

III 

Yl!JiR*S  SUMMAKY, 


UnYaccmnwd. 
Ho  history «.. 


A^MlSSfOM, 


Deaths. 


674 


PsJtCRKTAGK  OF   UcOTAyTf 


Inclusive  of 
Sudden  Deachi. 


SuddailMfe 


TaSU  shffwitig  ik£  I*ir€eHtag^e  qf  M&riality  wider  the  vari&us  NaiiemiHiUi* 


Deaths. 


=•437 


A|4 


Deaik-Ia* 


PferGtff' 


*  Includes  the  m^jonLy  of  "  Infants  under  s  yean,*' 
Note.— rmtn  an  examination  of  the  **  Percentages  of  MoruJJty  **  (Tahle  V.Vit  appears  that  the  deaih-ff* 
perceptibly  dechned  during  iJie  hot  monthi ;  and,  furiher,  that  [he  hofl^Li*!  death-rate  K^^dually,  btttW^dfl 
decreaied  Uiroughout  the  year.  '  "^ 


VACCINATION. 

The  organization  of  a  permanent  corps  of  vaccinators  was  com- 
pleted October  i,  1874,  at  which  time  it  consisted  of  eleven  assistant 
inspectors,  who  were  physicians,  of  two  clerks,  and  a  messenger,  under 
the  charge  of  Dr  J.  B*  Taylor,  Inspector  of  Vaccination.  As  occa- 
sion demanded,  additions  Rave  been  temporarily  made  to  it  This 
corps  has  been  very  efficient.  A  full  report  from  Dr.  Taylor,  herewith 
transmitted,  precludes  the  necessity  of  my  enlarging  on  its  work.  It 
has  performed  126,003  vaccinations,  sold  $1,231.54  worth  of  virus, 
and  distributed  13,826  quill-points  gratuitously  among  the  charitable 
institutions  of  the  city.  Being  a  branch  of  this  bureau,  to  which  all 
cases  of  small-pox  are  reported,  it  has  been  possible  to  direct  the 
Work  of  this  corps  to  points  where  the  disease  prevailed,  and  not  un- 
frequently,  by  tracing  the  hidden  sources  of  contagion,  we  have  been 
able  to  put  on  their  guard  persons  who  had  no  knowledge  of  having 
been  exposed  to  contagion. 

Heai-th  Defartme^st— Vaccinating  Corps,  i 
New  York,  January  i,  1876*  \ 

Waltke  De  F,  Day,  M.  D., 

Sfjt— 1  liave  the  honor  to  preisent  the  following  history  of  the  organization  of  the  Vacci- 
'^^ting  Corps,  plan  of  conducting  It,  and  amount  of  work  performed  during  the  fifteen  ruontha 
ending  on  December  31,  1S75* 

The  Commiasjoticrsof  the  Board  of  Health,  in  1S74,  recognizing  the  importance  of  having 

permanently  organized  corps  for  the  purpose  of  securing  thorough  vaccination  in  thi*  city,  as 

I  ^'^egested  in  the  Sanitary  Superintendent's  annual  report  for   1873,  prescntetJ  a  bill  to  the 

«^atnre,  which  became  a  law  June  15,  1B74,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  Secnre  Effective  Vac- 

I  ^wiation  in  the  Cily  of  New  York,  and  the  Collection  of  Pure  Vaccine  Lymph  or  \''irus,*^ 

"^^ich  is  as  follows  : 

Section  t.  For  the  purpose  of  more  effect  ually  preventing  the  spread  of  am  all -pox  in  the 

j  ^Hy  of  Mew  York  by  the  thorough  aud  systematic  vaccination  of  all  nuvaccinated  per**on^  re- 

l^tiing  therein,  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  said  city  is  empowere<i  to  organize  a  Corps  of  Vac- 

^i^lor^  within  and  ^uhjcct  to  the  control   of  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Inspection,  to  appoint 

*«e!Mcessary  ofiiL^r^  keep  suitable  rtL^ords,  collect  and  preserve  pure  vaccine  lymph  or  virus, 

I  ^^  to  add  to  the  Sanitary  Code,  as  provided  by  section  8t  of  chapter  335  of  the  Laws  of 

'%Jp  cntitletl  *'  An  Act  to  Reorgam/e  the  X^cal  Government  of  the  City  of  New  York,*  * 

l**S5edon  April  30,  1S73,  such  additional  proviiiions  as  will  most  effect isally  secure   the   end 

^  view. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  the  araotint  of  vaccme  lymph  or  vims  collected  by  the  said  Corps  shall 
^^i^^ewi  the  amount  required  in  the  proper  performance  of  its  duties*  the  said  Board  of  Health 
■^J  authorize  the  sale  of  such  surplus  lymph  or  virus  at  reasonable  rates,  to  be  fijsed  by  the 
^  Boardp     The  avails  of  such  siirplua  lymph  or  virus  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the 
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Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  New  York,  as  provided  by  existing  laws,  and  shall  be  set  apart 
and  constitute  a  distinct  fund,  to  be  known  as  **  The  Fund  for  Gratuitous  Vaccination,*' 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  requisition  of  said  Board  for  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Within  fifteen  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  Board  of  Apportionment 
created  by  section  iiz  of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  Reorganize  the  Local  Government  of 
the  City  of  New  York,"  passed  April  36,  1873,  ^^^^  ^X  ^^^  affirmative  vote  of  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  estimate  the  amount  required  to  organize  and  maintain  the  said  Corps  for  the 
present  financial  year ;  and  such  estimate  shall  be  final,  and  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  and 
become  appropriated  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  such  Corps,  and  shall  be  raised  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  said  section  1 12  of  the  act  herein  named. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Under  the  power  conferred  by  this  law,  the  Commissioners,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board,  held  on  September  29,  1874,  organized  a  Vaccinating  Corps,  by  passing  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  James  B.  Taylor  be  appointed  Inspector  of  Vaccination,  at  a  salary 
of  $2,500  per  annum,  from  October  i,  1S74  ;  that  the  following-named  persons  be  appointed 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum:  Dr.  Robert  D.  Nesmith, 
Dr.  Martin  J.  Fleming,  Dr.  Abelardo  B.  De  Luna,  Dr.  Edward  L.  Pardee,  Dr.  Peter  B. 
Wyckoflf,  Dr.  Frank  Livermore,  Dr.  Wm.  E.  H.  Post,  Dr.  Henry  Rockwell,  Dr.  Horace 
R.  Williams,  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Tucker,  and  Dr.  Thomas  W.  P.  Flinn. 

That  the  following- named  persons  be  appointed  clerks  in  this  Department,  and  be  assigned 
to  the  Vaccinating  Corps,  with  salaries  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  annum :  S.  Percy  Ellis, 
Wm.  W.  Post,  Louis  T.  Brennan,  and  Allott  Lodge ;  and  that  John  Schnell  be  appointed 
messenger  to  the  Vaccinating  Corps,  with  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum. 

Shortly  after  organizing,  the  services  of  Louis  T.  Brennan  and  Allott  Lodge,  clerks,  were 
dispensed  with,  as  it  was  found  that  two  clerks  could  perform  all  the  necessary  clerical  work. 
The  persons  composing  the  corps  reported  for  duty  on  October  i,  and  a  system  of  work  was 
established  according  to  the  following  plan :  Each  vaccinator  was  provided  with  a  blank 
book  in  which  to  enter  the  names  of  all  persons  he  vaccinated,  the  residences,  ages,  etc. 
Blanks,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  also  were  furnished,  upon  which  the  vaccinators 
were  required  to  make  semi-weekly  reports  of  work  performed : 


To. 


Sanitary  Bureau — Health  Department, 
Vaccinating  Corps, 

New  York, 

M.  D., 

Inspector  of  Vaccination : 


■  I 

187.) 


Sir — I  respectfully  report  that  since  my  last  semi-weekly  return  I  have  performed  the 
following  vaccinations : 


Date. 


Name. 


Rbsidencb. 


P.  or  Re- Vac. 
Prcv.  Vac. 
When. 

2 

1 

1 

(S 

i         ' 

"3 

The  contents  of  these  reports  were  entered  in  boo^:s  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  kept 
in  this  office.  Three  books  were  provided — one  for  primary  vaccinations,  one  for  re-vaccina- 
tions, and  one  for  recording  births  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  as  it  was 
supposed  that  by  this  means  we  would  be  able  more  readily  to  find  unvaccinated  children. 
The  latter  book  subsequently  was  abandoned,  and  the  book  for  re-vaccinations  was  used  for  re- 
cording vaccinations  performed  in  schools.  This  system  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  necessity  for  this  arose  from  the  fact  that  certificates  were  issued  to  all  children  success- 
fully vaccinated  in  schools.  The  book  for  primary  vaccinations  corresponded  with  the  form  of 
semi-weekly  reports  of  the  inspectors,  with  the  addition  of  two  columns — one  for  recording 
the  history  of  each  successful  vaccination,  and  the  other  for  the  date  upon  which  the  certifi- 
cates were  issued.     The  book  for  school  vaccinations  was  ruled  and  headed  as  follows  : 

I  I  I  5^    i  -^ 

No.    I  Name.  ,  Ace.        School.  A^cd^uS.       I  ^*'*-       ^        Remarks.        J^ 


a. 


t 


A  record  of  the  re-vaccinations  is  kept  on  file  only  in  the  semi-weekly  reports,  as  this  is 
regarded  as  sufficient,  there  being  seldom  occasion  to  refer  to  them. 

As  small-pox  was  prevailing  quite  extensively  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  this  corps, 
it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  divide  the  city  into  districts  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
vaccinations,  assigning  one  to  each,  but  rather  to  confine  the  work  especially  to  those  localities 
ivhere  the  disease  principally  was  to  be  found.  Each  vaccinator  was  assigned  a  street  or  one 
side  of  a  street,  and  directed  to  visit  every  room  in  tenement  houses,  as  well  as  shops, 
factories,  etc.,  and  offer  free  vaccination.  When  the  semi- weekly  reports  were  received,  lists 
of  the  primary  vaccinations  for  each  day  were  made,  and,  on  the  eighth  day  afler  the  operation, 
the  patients  were  examined  by  one  inspector  experienced  in  that  work.  These  examinations 
-were  made  for  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  results  of  the  vaccinations,  re-vaccinating  in  the 
event  of  a  failure,  and  collecting  virus.  Where  the  examiner  found  primary  vesicles  which 
had  not  developed  fully,  as  for  instance  where  the  appearance  of  any  other  disease  had  pre- 
vented such  development,  or  where  the  vesicle  appeared  too  small,  he  either  re-vaccinated  at 
once  or  advised  the  parents  that  the  child  was  not  thoroughly  protected  from  small-pox,  and 
should  be  vaccinated  again  as  soon  as  convenient.  We  have  found  that  having  all  examina- 
tions made  by  one  vaccinator  insures  greater  expedition  and  trustworthiness.  From  the 
twentieth  to  the  thirtieth  day  all  primaries  reported  as  successful  were  again  visited,  and 
certificates  delivered  to  them. 

The  following  are  the  general  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  vaccinators :  re- 
garding the  manner  of  vaccinating,  instruments  to  be  used,  subjects  to  be  operated  upon,  and 
other  details  of  their  work. 

Primary  vaccinations  were  to  be  performed  only  upon  children  at  the  age  of  three  months 
and  upwards,  and  those  in  good  health.  Those  suffering  from  acute  diseases,  such  as  diar- 
rhoea and  rubeola,  or  any  eczematous  eruption,  were  not  to  be  vaccinated  unless  exposure  to 
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small -pox  had  occurred  or  was  apprehended.  Of  course,  under  the  latter  drcumstancesy 
neither  age  nor  state  of  health  was  to  be  considered.  Only  one  scarification  was  to  be  made; 
and  that  slightly  above  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  consisting  of  a  number  of  parallel 
scratches  or  cross- scratches  about  the  size  of  a  silver  dime  coin,  deep  enough  to  draw  a 
sufficient  amount  of  blood  or  serum  to  dissolve  the  virus.  The  charged  end  of  the  quill  slip 
was  to  be  placed  in  contact  with  the  abraded  surface  and  gently  rubbed  over  it  for  a  moment 
only,  allowing  the  moisture  to  become  thoroughly  dried  before  covering  the  arm.  The  quills 
never  were  to  be  moistened  before  being  applied  to  the  arm,  and  neither  plaster  nor  bandage 
was  to  be  used.  The  ordinary  flat -bladed  lancet  was  to  be  the  only  instrument  used,  and  that 
must  be  kept  perfectly  clean  by  wiping  it  between  the  moistened  fingers  or  using  a  damp 
cloth  after  each  operation.  Re-vaccinations  were  to  be  performed  only  upon  those  who  have 
not  been  successfully  vaccinated  within  five  years,  or  those  not  presenting  typical  cicatrices. 
The  location  of  the  scarification  and  the  manner  of  performing  it  was  to  be  the  same  as  m 
primary  vaccinations,  the  size  of  the  wound  being  slightly  smaller.  A  copy  of  the  following 
circular,  printed  in  both  English  and  German,  was  to  be  left  with  every  family  in  which  a 
primary  vaccination  was  performed : 

GENERAL    DIRECTIONS  TO    BE    FOLLOWED  AFTER  VACCINATION. 

Avoid  having  a  flannel  or  woolen  sleeve  or  a  linen  band  around  the  arm,  as  they  irritate  it  and  keep  it  sore 
much  longer  than  it  should  be,  and  will  also  prevent  the  vaccination  fix)m  beconxing  perfect.  Be  careful  that 
the  sore  be  not  scratched  or  torn.  Either  leave  the  arm  entirely  bare  or  cover  it  with  a  thin,  loose  sleeve  <^ 
calico  or  muslin.  In  case  the  arm  becomes  very  much  inflamed  after  the  tenth  day,  do  not  poultice  it.  but  keep 
it  covered  with  a  cloth  wet  with  lukewarm  water,  and  it  will  usually  heal  very  readily.  Babies  should  be  vac- 
cinated before  they  are  five  months  old.  if  possible,  so  that  they  may  get  entirely  over  the  effect  of  it  before  teeth- 
ing begins.  It  makes  no  difference  at  what  time  of  the  year  the  vaccination  is  performed.  Vaccination,  such 
as  we  offer,  will  always  prevent  small-pox,  if  attended  to  in  time.  If  any  bad  effects  appear  to  follow  vaccina- 
tion, notify  the  Board  of  Health,  and  a  physician  will  be  sent  to  attend  the  case  firee  of  charge. 

The  Vaccinating  Corps  will  visit  your  house  twice  each  year,  and  offer  firee  vaccination. 

Vaccination  will  also  be  performed  at  the  office  of  the  Board,  daily,  between  9  a.  M.  and  4  p.  m. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

301  MoTT  Street,  bet.  Houston  and  Bleecker  Streets, 

Room  No.  38,  First  Floor. 

The  names  and  residences  of  all  children  too  young,  or  whose  health  would  not  warrant 
vaccination  at  the  time,  were  to  be  taken  for  reference  in  case  of  a  future  visit.  The  inspector 
who  examined  primaries  collected  all  the  virus.  The  primary  list  for  each  day  has  been  so 
large  that  the  Inspector  was  enabled  to  be  particularly  discriminating  in  the  subjects  from 
which  to  collect,  so  that  only  those  presenting  every  characteristic  of  the  perfect  eighth-day 
vesicle  were  chosen,  and  then  only  when  they  appeared  upon  perfectly  healthy  infants.  The 
following  general  plan  has  been  followed  : 

Lymph  was  taken  only  from  babies,  because  of  their  being  easier  to  manage  than  older 
children,  and  also  because  they  give  a  much  larger  supply.  It  was  never  taken  from  re-vac- 
cinations under  any  circumstances.  Lymph  could  be  obtained  at  any  time  after  the  vesicle 
would  yield  it,  though  our  rule  has  been  to  collect  it  only  upon  the  eighth  day,  or  the  day 
week  from  the  date  of  vaccination.  At  that  time  the  vesicle  should  be  fully  formed,  and 
should  yield  more  virus  than  at  any  other  period.  It  was  not  to  be  taken  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  areola,  even  on  the  eighth  day ;  not  that  there  is  any  great  danger  in  using 
ninth  or  tenth  day  virus,  even  if  considerable  areola  be  present,  but  more  care  must  be  used 
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in  collecting  it  on  account  of  a  greater  tendency  of  such  vesicles  to  bleed  than  at  an  earlier 
period,  and  perhaps  erysipelatous  or  erythematous  appearances  more  frequently  follow  its  use. 

In  order  to  open  a  vesicle  properly  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  number  of  minute  punctures 
upon  its  surface,  rather  than  around  the  base.  As  virus  is  contained  in  small  cells  it  is  requi- 
site that  a  number  of  punctures  should  be  made  in  order  to  get  a  good  flow.  There  is  too 
much  danger  of  drawing  blood  in  puncturing  at  the  base  of  the  vesicle.  Any  sharp-pointed 
instrument  can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  though  a  section  of  quill,  sharpened  at  one  end,  is 
preferable,  as  a  fresh  one  can  be  used  with  each  child.  When  blood  is  drawn  the  vesicle 
must  either  be  abandoned  or  the  blood  allowed  to  coagulate ;  then  by  carefully  wiping  it  away 
the  operation  can  be  continued.  By  placing  the  prepared  end  of  the  quill  in  contact  with 
the  virus  as  it  exudes  from  the  vesicle,  as  much  as  is  necessary  to  charge  it  will  be  absorbed 
at  once  and  will  become  almost  instantly  dried.  So  long  as  the  vesicle  yields  pure 
lymph  it  may  be  taken,  though  the  amount  to  be  collected  from  each  child  can  be 
determined  only  by  the  manner  in  which  it  flows  and  by  its  appearance.  This  can  be 
learned  only  by  experience.  The  vesicle  should  never  be  compressed  to  increase  the  flow  of 
lymph,  as  this  would  tend  to  retard  rather  than  increase  it.  We  seldom  vaccinate  from  arm 
to  arm,  as  there  is  no  particular  advantage  derived  from  it,  and  our  vaccinations  are  performed 
in  such  a  manner  that  there  is  rarely  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Ordinary  goose  quills  are 
what  we  always  use  to  charge  with  virus.  These  are  prepared  by  first  being  soaked  thor- 
oughly in  water  until  they  are  quite  soft,  and  cutting  them  the  proper  length.  After  this  the 
quills  are  carefully  dried  and  the  outer  skin  or  covering  scraped  ofl"  with  a  piece  of  glass 
or  a  knife,  glass  being  preferable,  or  ground  ofl"  upon  an  emery  wheel  or  with  sand  paper. 
Quills  prepared  in  this  manner  will  absorb  virus  very  readily  and  in  sufficient  quantity  ;  they 
are  comparatively  inexpensive,  and  need  never  be  used  a  second  time. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  inspectors  employed  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report,  showing  the  date  of  qualification  and  the  length  of  service : 


Dr.  James  B.  Taylor. . . . 

Dr.  Peter  B.  Wyckoft 

Dr.  Martin  J.  Fleming;. . . 
Dr.  Thomas  W.  P.  Flinn. 
Dr.  Joseph  E.  Tucker. . . . 
Dr.  Edward  L.  Pardee.  . 
Dr.  Robert  D.  Nesmith. . 
Dr.  Frank  Liver  more. . . . 
Dr.  Abelardo  B.  De  Luna 
Dr.  Horace  R.  Williams. 

Dr.  Henry  Rockwell 

Dr.  William  E.  H.  Post.. 
William  W.  Post,  Clerk.. 
Louis  T.  Brennan,    ** 
S.  Percy  Ellis,  •*     . . 

AUott  Lodge,  "     . . 

John  Schnell,  Messenger. . 
Dr.  Jarvis  N.  Husted. . . . 
Dr.  Robert  Campbell     . . 

Dr.  John  J.  Reid 

Dr.  Guy  D.  Daly 

Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie 


Date  of 
qualifica 1  ion. 


Oct. 
Sept. 

Oct. 


Dec. 


I,  1874 

30»  1874 

30.  '874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

I,  1874 

27.  1874 

I,  1874 

1,  1874 

2,  1874 

3,  1874 
I,  1874 
9. 1874 
9,  1874 
9»  "874 
9. 1874 
9.  ^874 


Length  op 
Service. 


Still  employed. 


June  16,  187?. 
Still  employed. 
Jan.  12,  1875. 
Still  employed. 


Jan.  12,  187?. 
Still  employed. 

Jan.  12,  1875. 
April  6,  1875. 
Jan.  12,  1875. 
Still  employed. 
Jan.      9,  1875. 

"   9.  1875. 

"   9»  1875. 

"   9»  1875. 

"   9.  1875. 
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Dat«  of 
quaufication. 


Length  of 
Sbkvicb. 


Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie  . . . . 
Dr.  WUliamJ.  Purcell. 


Dr.  Nathaniel  G.  McMaster. 


Dr.  Charles  Laipht 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Janeway . 

Dr.  George  M.  Schweig . . 


Dr.  Francis  M.  Purroy 

Dr.  Joseph  VV.  Battershall. 

Dr.  George  H.  Fox 

Dr.  Jacob  C.  Conover 


Dr.  Aaron  P.  Dalrymple. 


Dr.  Frederick  S.  Osbom. 
Dr.  Titus  M.  Coan  .... 
Dr.  Frank  H.  Uosworth. 
Dr.  Ira  B.  Read 


Dr.  Landon  Carter  Gray .... 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Joyce 

Dr.  Caleb  Lyon 

Dr.  Edward  J.  Birmingham. 

Lewis  Morris,  Clerk 

John  H.  Bazin,  **     

Dr.  J.  Blake  White 


Dr.  Joseph  T.  O'Connor. 
Dr.  Edward  C.  Passmore. 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 


Franz  Heuel,  Tr , 

James  R.  Mealy 

Edward  P.  Williams... 

Alexander  Strong 

William  P.  Ackerman . . 

James  L.  Wilson , 

James  L.  Perry 

Elijah  A.  Maxwell 

James  J.  Purcell 

James  L.  Adams , 

Edward  F.  Brush 

Leopold  Putzel 

Benjamin  J.  Harlan. . . 

John  W.  Rohie , 

S.  Henry  Dessau 

James  E.  M."  Lordly 

Lewis  A.  Stin^soh 

Gottlieb  Srein 

Charles  Sherman 

Augustus  Assenheimer. . 


May 
Dec. 

June 
Dec. 


Tune 
Dec. 
June 
Dec. 


June 
Dec. 


April 
May 

Oct. 
May 
Oct. 
May 
Oct. 
June 


July 


3.  1875 
9.  »574 

1,  1875 
11,1874 

3.  i«75 

14,  1874 
14, 1874 

2.  1875 

15.  "874 
•  2,  1875 

16.  1874 

17,  1874 
17,  1874 
23. 1874 

4,1875 

23, 1874 

3. 1875 

23. 1874 
23.  1874 
23»  1874 
23.  1874 
21,  1875 

23.  1874 

24. 1875 
26, 1874 
3o»  "874 
15.  1875 

1.  1875 

24.  1875 
15.  1875 
24,  1875 
iS»  1875 
24,1875 
I5»  1875 

2,  1875 
2, 1875 
2.  1875 
2. 1875 

2.  1875 
3, 1875 
3. 1875 

3,  1875 

3,  »875 
3.1875 
4, 1875 

4,  1875 

5,  "875 
I,  1875 
I,  1875 
I,  1875 

1,  1875 

2,  1875 
10,  1875 
12,  1875 


I  July  I,  1875. 
I  Jan.  9,  187Q. 
'  Still  employed. 

I  Jan.  I,  1875- 
Sept.  I,  1875. 
Jan.    31.1875. 

"  31,  1875. 
Sept.  I,  1875. 
Jan.  31,  1875. 
Sept.  I,  1875. 
Jan.  31.  1875. 
"  31,  1875. 
"  31.  1875. 
31.  1875- 
I.  1875. 
31.  1875. 
I.  1875. 
31,  1875. 
31.  1875. 
3»,  1875. 
31.  1875. 
I.  1875. 
31,  1875. 
31,  1875. 
31,  1875. 
31,  1875. 


Sept. 
Jan. 
Sept. 
Jan. 


Sept. 
Jan. 


,Maj 


Still  employed. 
,  June  I,  1875. 
I  Still  employed. 
June  I,  1875. 
I  Still  employed. 
June  I,  1875. 
I  Still  employed. 
,  Sept.    I,  1875. 

I.  1875. 
,     "        I,  1875. 

I,  1875- 

I,  1875. 

3,  1875. 

I,  1875. 

I,  1875. 

3.  1875. 
I,  1875. 
I.  1875. 

4.  1875. 

5.  1875. 
I,  1875. 
I,  1875. 
I,  1875. 
I.  1875. 
4,  1875. 
I,  1875. 

17,  1875. 


I  July 

'  Sept. 
«t 

July 
Sept. 

«( 

July 
Sept. 


I  Aug. 
Sept. 
July 


This  list  show%  that  58  vaccinators  have  been  employed  during  this  period,  representing  a 
total  of  257  months  23  days*  work,  or  averaging  about  17  men  constantly  on  duty  for  the  15 
months. 
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KIND  OF  VIRUS  USED. 

\V^  began  vaccinating  with  virus  of  the  same  stock  as  that  from  which  the  Health  Depart- 
ment had  been  supplied  by  the  late  Dr.  Jonas  P.  Loines,  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  and 
myself,  for  about  five  years,  and  which  had  been  used  and  sold  by  him  for  about  twenty 
years  previously.  This  virus  was  originally  obtained  from  EJigland  by  Dr.  Loines,  and  in  all 
probability  was  descended  from  the  stock  furnished  by  Jenner.  As  it  always  developed  char- 
acteristic Jennerian  vesicles,  and  as  it  had  always  thoroughly  protected  from  small-pox  those 
upon  whom  it  was  used,  Dr.  Loines  never  thought  favorably  of  employing  any  other,  though 
upon  several  occasions  he  introduced  virus  of  a  different  stock,  which  he  carefully  compared  with 
his  own  without  finding  any  benefit  from  the  change.  We  used  this  virus  exclusively  for  a  short 
time,  and  then,  as  so  many  of  our  vaccinators  were  inexperienced,  and  as  the  liability  to 
degeneration  of  the  virus  was  greater  on  that  account,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  begin  from 
the  bovine  stock,  which  was  done.  Great  pains  were  used  in  selecting  subjects,  and  in  a  short 
time  we  had  a  large  supply  of  the  new  stock,  while  a  careful  comparison  was  made  between 
the  new  and  the  old.  For  several  months  the  two  kinds  of  virus  were  kept  apart  and  u«ied 
under  similar  conditions,  and  at  no  time  did  we  detect  the  slightest  difference  either  in  the 
appearance  of  the  vesicles  or  in  results.  Since  that  fact  had  been  demonstrated  to  our  satis- 
faction the  two  kinds  of  virus  afterward  were  used  indiscriminately.  This  change  was  not 
one  of  necessity  but  merely  of  precaution,  as  we  had  not  observed  any  indication  of  deterio- 
ration or  results  other  than  were  usual.  As  in  the  beginning,  a  number  of  our  vaccinators 
were  naturally  inexperienced,  we  could  not  place  entire  trust  in  their  primary  vaccinations  for 
the  collection  of  virus,  consequently  our  best  vaccinators  were  selected  to  work  in  those 
neighborhoods  where  they  would  obtain  the  greatest  number  of  primaries,  and  virus  was  col- 
lected from  these  subjects  only.  The  first  few  points  from  each  infant  were  reserved  for  the 
purpose  of  vaccinating  other  primaries,  the  remainder  for  re- vaccinations.  After  a  time,  our 
inspectors  becoming  more  and  more  expert,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  select  primaries  in 
this  manner,  though  we  still  reserved  the  first  few  points  from  each  vesicle,  for  other  primaries, 
in  order  to  avoid  deterioration.  I  do  not  believe  that  virus  can  degenerate  if  we  strictly  adhere 
to  the  rules  which  should  govern  its  coUection^rules  with  which  we  must  be  familiar,  both 
theoretically  and  practically,  if  we  attempt  this  operation.  As  will  be  seen  the  virus  which 
■we  are  now  using  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  same  which  has  been  in  use  here  at  least  twenty- 
five  years,  and  develops  vesicles  perfect  in  size,  color,  appearance,  and  extent  of  areola,  and 
compactness  of  crust.  During  the  year  1871  the  Health  Department  began  the  use  of  bovine 
virus  of  its  own  procuring,  but  as  it  proved  quite  expensive  and  the  results  were  not  as  satis- 
factory as  were  expected,  after  a  few  months*  trial  this  plan  was  abandoned  and  the  humanized  . 
lymph  again  was  resorted  to.  Though  our  virus  has  proved  in  every  respect  satisfactory,  and 
probably  has  given  as  good,  if  not  better  results,  than  would  be  obtained  from  any  other,  I 
hope  that  during  the  coming  year  we  will  have  an  opportunity  of  trying  bovine  virus  by  the 
side  of  our  old  stock.  There  is  more  or  less  prejudice  against  humanized  lymph  among  all 
classes  of  people,  though  less  among  those  with  whom  we  deal  than  with  the  better  class.  At 
any  rate  if  we  use  bovine,  or  have  both  kinds,  there  will  be  less  cause  for  objection  to  our 
vaccinations  than  there  now  is.  Incase  we  do  resort  to  this,  I  hope  in  my  next  annual 
report  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  comparison  of  the  results  with  both  kinds  of  virus. 

During  the  period  embraced  in  this  report  the  total  number  of  vaccinations  has  amounted 
to  126.003,  of  which  24,395  were  primaries,  and  101,608  were  re- vaccinations.  Nearly  all 
these  were  ** house-to-house"  vaccinations,  only  21,431  having  been  performed  in  public 
schools  and  other  public  institutions. 
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Number  of  Primary  Vaccinations,  firom  October  i,  1874,  to  January  i,  1875 24,395 

«*  re-vaccinalions 101,606 


126,003 


TOTAL  RESULTS  OF  PRIMARIES. 

Perfect 16,626  68  4&.100  per  cent 

Small  or  imperfect 3,173  13  *« 

Failed 2,703  11    S-ioo       •* 

Failed  because  sick 83  3-100       •* 

Not  examined 1,810  741-100       •« 


24,395 


Assuming  that  the  same  percentage  exists  in  cases  not  examined,  wc  ba^e — 

Good 21,140  86  65.100  per 

Filled 3,255  13  35-100       • 

24,39s  ><» 

The  ages  of  Primaries  were  as  follows: 

Under  ooe  year  old 11,112  45  55-looixr 

Between  ooe  and  two  years  old 5,666  2322-100       *♦ 

two  and  three       •'      3*7¥>  15  33-i«>       *• 

three  and  four       "      1,766  7  24-100       •• 

Overfoor 2,111  866-100       •* 

24.395  100                    •* 


TW  XTerage  nombcr  of  Taccmatioos  perfbnned  by  eadi  iaiipector  is  as  IbQows: 

Tocal  number  vaicvnzuLttd  in  tiftetm  mocstbN  126,005  ;  perfxtned  by  fifty-eighc  inspecCan^ 
w^«e  tinK  re|*esents  twv>  h«oKlr<d  aai  tLfty-seren  months  and  twenty-three  days^  eq/nnitBi 
to  tiie  oMCinuxHtsi  s«r%We  of  AS^Mjit  >ie\«ite«n  itt>pectvjr>  Rt  the  period  above-oaoKd.  Upoa 
tW  busis  the  aomNn:  of  vAvxmJktioas.  tv*  each  m^pectoc  U  7^12.  being  a  dafly  average  of 

l*t^t<  r>*^xHt  v»l  ^vmK  jwkI  i^^ults  of  the  fifty-eight  inspectors  employed  m  the  Vj 
Corv>v  vkv^  iK^  >Nvv%  tV  vtvx»w  v*f  'iavvejs  which  we  may  r«t>ooabiy  hope  to  a 
\YV*»  xkv  N^v**^  »SN*»i>  iU  W  vs#«  mspectors  were  eotinHy  uj^xjxrriencTni  in  vacdaadB^  and  the 
wv^  V  vs  vV  t*»M  Nv*  ♦*KHU^>^  ^ax  \^A  ittuch  inhfrior  to  our  ^^merai  ivero^  It  was  so  poor,,  oa 
ftfc^.H»  iVu  '.i  »vN;M»i>\i  >v«\  ^^.st  %\Hk  tv*  nauike  the  record  >eetii  credir^ie  for  the  ftdl  period  of 
t»:tvv<t  »wv»*»;  Vv  I  Vo  Si**»**v  a*\.h»c  twv  a«ooths  A:\er  we  be^?w,  as  >maIl-po3i  was  capidlf  on 
the  i»K«\N*>^\  *.  Vkv4»;  \  »»\y  >  \u.%  >»»^>|>N<'^'*^  ^"^^'^  J4.^x>^n^^i  Some  of  :her?e  were  iaespcneBced, 
juu(vl  ut  'sV  vVm;  ;a»k^  .s,»;  ,.\v  ^v^y  v<«fv»^^  oi^  »K»t  ha^e  Sit  otTvrranity  to  show  the  bene- 
til  o.'  >fch*i:vsvi  a»*iv*x^\vu»*,**j  \*»{  <-%ilvw  Wiwe  itt  thtfir  work-  I'htfse  ■ji>pectors  were  fployed 
bu(  o<K  ;»*oiK\     lu  >v..K,  ^V\\  t^v*v  ^*'*'J>^*^*'*" '•"^'^^■^ '**  *^*^^?''^'*^'-*  ^-^ -^*"'  ^Jrite 

;ikuamN.-t  oi  iS>a>  ^.i..  «» s^*  N.»..x4U«%)NvUv>vt>  extent.  Mid  i>  iht:  >%ors.  .m  a 'cw  .'f  diem  proved 
Utt.">uiuNi.v.io4v.  ukJ  .  uv  V*.;  ;*^^^  ^v^sM^i  oitN  ^^.**  I'lr^x'  iiiv^ithN  tlixrif  were  ^i:«en  other 
slut u>  to  ivHoj«u»      h*  ^*4iv  ...    V*  \ws^  ^Jh?^kHiItieN  hv»we*eT.  oar  ;^«m^  avera^  of  snooesB 
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in  primary  vaccinations  was  86  65-100  per  centum.  When  small-pox  is  entirely  subdued,  or 
so  nearly  as  to  admit  of  our  employing  only  the  number  of  inspectors  originally  decided  upon 
when  this  corps  was  organized,  we  hope  to  give  a  much  better  record  in  every  respect.  The 
success  of  the  inspectors  varies  very  greatly.  The  most  successful  vaccinator  averaged 
98  70-100  per  centum,  or  only  about  one  failure  in  one  hundred  vaccinations.  This  inspector 
worked  only  a  short  time,  however,  hardly  making  a  fair  coiyparison  with  those  who  worked 
longer.  Five  averaged  upwards  of  95  per  centum,  while  the  average  of  twenty- four  was 
above  9a  Then  again,  the  record  of  one  inspector  is  33  58-100  per  centum — another,  but 
37  50-100,  while  that  of  eleven  was  below  75. 

Marson  says  that  an  experienced  vaccinator  should  not  fail  in  his  attempts  to  vaccinate 
above  once  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  times.  Seaton  says,  that  when  dried  lymph  is  used,  such 
as  quill  points  or  slips,  a  failure  should  not  occur  in  more  than  five  per  centum  of  the  o{)era- 
tions.  While  comparing  such  results  as  these  with  our  own,  we  must  remember  that  all  of 
their  vaccinations  were  performed  upon  selected  children,  and  in  the  first  instances  directly 
from  arm  to  arm,  and  a  group  of  scarifications,  from  three  to  five,  made  on  each  child,  in 
every  instance.  They  were  not  obliged  to  vaccinate  all  babies  who  were  of  the  proper  age, 
but  only  those  whose  very  appearance  almost  insured  success ;  whereas  a  great  part  of  the 
vaccinations  performed  by  us,  were  upon  children  who  resided  either  in  houses  where  cases  of 
small-pox  were,  or  had  been,  or  in  that  immediate  neighborhood.  Under  such  circumstances, 
we  had  no  alternative  except  to  vaccinate  all  whose  parents  would  consent ;  even  children 
suffering  from  acute  or  chronic  diseases  were  frequently  included.  With  such  children  it 
is  very  obvious  that  our  percentage  of  failure  must  l>e  unusually  large.  Many  of  them  we  were 
obliged  to  vaccinate  repeatedly,  before  succeeding.  Experience  quickly  taught  us  that  the 
only  harm  which  ever  arises  from  vaccinating  such  children  is  a  sore  arm,  now  and  then, 
which  is  easily  healed  by  proper  treatment,  while  many  lives  are  saved  by  it.  When  we 
began  we  were  much  more  cautious,  and  refused  to  vaccinate  many  babies  on  account  of  ill- 
ness, even  though  living  in  infected  houses,  believing  that  they  were  unlikely  to  take  small- 
pox. This  delusion  was  quickly  dispelled  by  observing  the  readiness  with  which  they  con- 
tracted that  disease.  We  neither  consider  health  nor  age  now,  after  exposure.  Many  of  our 
subjects  having  been  exposed  a  number  of  days  before  vaccination,  break  out  with  small-pox 
before  the  vaccination  has  time  to  influence  it.     These  are  always  recorded  as  failures. 

For  two  or  three  years  previous  to  the  commencement  of  our  work,  as  comparatively 
little  vaccinating  had  been  performed  by  the  Health  Department,  and  as  a  great  majority  of 
the  poor  people  had  begun  to  depend  upon  this  department  altogether  for  vaccination,  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  done  previously,  there  were  found  a  large  number  of  chil- 
dren unvaccinated,  who  had  passed  beyond  the  age  of  infancy.  The  table  which  has  just  been 
given,  showing  the  ages  of  primaries  upon  whom  vaccination  has  been  performed,  is  sufficient 
proof  of  this  statement.  It  shows,  too,  what  a  prolific  field  for  small-pox  there  was,  and  is 
still — for  there  are  yet  a  great  many  children  upwards  of  one  year  old,  who  have  not  been 
vaccinated.  This  table  proves  that  only  45  55-100  per  centum  of  our  primary  vaccinations 
were  under  one  year  of  age  ;  about  half  of  that  number  were  between  one  and  two  years  of 
age,  and  15  19-100  per  centum  of  the  total  number  were  upwards  of  three  years  of  age.  Not 
a  few  of  the  latter  were  adults,  though  nearly  all  of  these,  as  well  as  many  of  the  larger  chil- 
dren, had  recently  arrived  from  the  country  or  some  foreign  port. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  belief  in  the  profession  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  non- 
susceptibility  existing  among  all  classes  and  nationalities  of  people.  This  opinion  we  have  not, 
strictly  speaking,  found  to  be  true.     When  failures  occur,  we  succeed  in  re-vaccinaling  only 
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about  one-third,  each  time,  owing  to  the  objections  of  the  parents.  We  are,  consequently, 
prevented  from  supplying  as  much  information  upon  this  subject  as  we  otherwise  could.  lo 
the  subjoined  statement  is  found  our  success  as  complete  as  it  could  be  obtained  : 

Failed  upon  first  vaccination 2,786 

Vaccinated,  second  time 879 


Failed,  *• 

Vaccinated,  third 
Failed, 

Vaccinated,  fourth 
FaUed, 

Vaccinated,  fifth 
Failed, 

Vaccinated,  sixth 
Failed, 


129 

47 

22 
17 
13 

5 
3 
3 

2 


Even  at  the  sixth  vaccination,  with  only  three  subjects,  one  was  successful  and  two  failed. 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  last  two  failures  would  have  been  successes  if  the  parents 
had  allowed  us  to  continue  in  our  attempts.  According  to  this  statement,  we  have  not  found 
one  child  who  was  not  susceptible  to  vaccination  out  of  24,395  primaries,  although  two  reasted 
six  attempts. 

We  have  prepared  a  table  showing  the  success  achieved  by  each  inspector  who 
has  been  engaged  in  primary  vaccination  since  the  organization  of  the  corps,  giving 
the  percentage  of  success  in  primary  vaccinations  for  each  month,  and  also  showing, 
quite  strikingly,  in  several  instances,  the  degree  of  improvement  manifested  in  their 
work.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  the  greatest  number  of  failures  occurred  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  August  and  September,  the  four  hot  months  of  the  year.  With 
two  of  the  inspectors  no  perceptible  difference  was  observed,  as  their  averages  were 
above  90  per  centum  during  each  summer  month,  and  in  two  of  them  reached  as  high 
as  100  per  centum.  During  the  first  three  or  four  months  the  work  of  nearly  all  the  in- 
spectors was  very  much  inferior  to  that  obtained  later.  In  the  case  of  one,  his  success  in 
November,  1874,  was  78  71-100  per  centum,  while  in  November,  1875,  it  reachetl  95  06-xoo 
per  centum.  The  work  of  another  in  Octol^er,  1874,  shows  78  99-100  per  centum,  and  in 
October,  1875,  100  per  centum.  One  other  realized  86  31-100  per  centum  for  October, 
1874,  and- 98  39-100  for  the  corresponding  month  in  the  following  year.  Still  another 
attained  73  20-100  in  October,  1874,  and  9898-100  in  the  same  month  in  1875.  All  did 
not  show  such  improvement,  however.  One  began  with  84  68-100  per  centum  and  finished 
with  76  79-100.  He  succeeded  only  in  obtaining  as  high  as  80  per  centum  during  the  four 
months  of  the  nine  that  he  was  with  us. 

Table  showing  th^  Percentage  of  Success  of  Inspectors  for  each  Month. 


Dr.  Robert  D.  Nesmith— 
October,      1874 


Percentage 
Successful. 


88.36 

November,    **    9J«67 

94-62 

9326 


December,     *«    . 
January,      1875. 


Dr.  Henry  Rockwell- 

October,      1874 

November,    **    

December,     **    

January,      1875 


Percentage 
Succe^sml. 


65.91 
87.50 

xoo.oo 

88.89 
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Table  shffmng  the  Percentage  of  Success  of  Inspectirrs  for  each  Month -{QoDlCvawtA)^ 


Percentage 
Successful. 

Dr.  Horace  R.  Williams— 

October,      1874 86.31 

November,     **    87.50 

December,     *•    94-i8 

January,      1875 ..  9^.83 

February,       "    94o6 

March,           "    9898 

April,             " 98-52 

May,             "    95-35 

June,              "    9292 

July,               "    9194 

August,          «*    85.51 

September,    "    86.81 

October,        " 98-39 

November,    **    96-00 

December,     "    95-54 

>.  Abelardo  B.  De  Luna— 

October,      1874 9^-45 

November,    •*    93-48 

December,     "    9'-67 

January,      1875 89.44 

February,      •'    96.97 

March,           "    95-a> 

April,            "    88.39 

May,              ♦'    87.74 

June,              ♦*    81.25 

July,               "    78.67 

August,          ••    100.00 

September,    "    78.42 

October,         "    91.67 

November,    **    95-'2 

December,     "    91.43 

)r.  Martin  J.  Fleming— 

October,      1874 78.99 

November,     *•    89.25 

December,     "    90.48 

Januar>',      1875 94-12 

February,       **    93-85 

March,           "      97.44 

April,             "    97-80 

May,               "    95.50 

June,              **    96.01 

July,               "    ...    76.32 

August,          "    78.95 

September,    "    83.18 

October,        •*    100.00 

November,    **    94-44 

December,      "    96.88 


Percentage 
Successful. 
Dr.  Wm.  J.  PURCRLL— 

December,  1874 99-19 


1875. 


98.69 
96.88 
90.48 

95.83 
100.00 

98-72 
100.00 

96.97 
xoo.oo 


January, 

May, 

June, 

July. 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 
Dr.  Thomas  W.  P.  Fi.inn— 

October,      1874.. 

November,     ** 

December,     "    

January,      1875 

February,      "    

May,  "    

June,  *•    

July,  "    

August,         **    

September,    •*    .... 

October,         •*    

November,    **    

December,     "    

Dr.  Wm.  E.  H.  Post— 

November,  1874 78.71 


73-20 
83.96 
78.76 
88.54 
91.84 
82.76 
91.80 
92.11 
100.00 
95.40 
98.98 
97.22 
94-37 


December,     •* 

January,      1 875 

February,      **    

March,  "    

April,  «'    

May,  «•    

June,  "    

July, 

August,         **    

September,    **    

October,        "    

November,    **   

December,     ** 

Dr.  Joseph  E.  Tucker— 

October,      1874 

November,    **    

December,     ** 

January,      1875 

February,       "    

March,  "    ...... 

April,  "    ...... 

May,  "    

June,  "    


86.75 
81.44 
88.16 

84-27 
96.55 
97.07 
83-12 
79.12 
66.67 
90.96 
95.20 
95.06 
98.12 

84.68 
78.51 
86.87 
90.29 
86.27 

72-55 
78.08 

73.75 
76-79 
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The  number  of  certificates  issued  for  primary  vaccinatioiis  was  5,764.  We  did  not  begin 
to  issue  them  until  March,  1875,  and  several  thousand  are  now  due  and  will  be  given  eat  soon. 

The  following  table  gives  number  of  cases  of  small-pox  for  each  week,  and  number  of 
vaccinations  for  corresponding  week,  for  the  fifteen  months,  showing  that,  regardless  of  die 
number  of  vaccinators  employed,  the  vaccinations  performed  by  them  were  very  laigdy 
influenced  by  the  amount  of  small-pox  occurring  ;  and  that  the  majority  of  the  people  mast 
believe  themselves  to  be  in  immediate  danger  of  the  contagion  of  this  disease  before  they  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  be  vaccinated  : 


NUMBBX  or  CASIS 

NUMBER  or 

VACCINA-nONS. 

IS 

397 

3^ 

1,091 

1,126 

i6 

1,078 

26 

1,273 

43 

1,070 

'd 

1,249 

1.295 

70 

^l 

75 

i,26S 

54 

1.483 

94 

2,411 

2,714 

62 

2,513 

109 

3.257 

99 

3.414 

84 

3.517 

98 

3.074 

U 

2.717 

2,200 

81 

1,687 

75 

909 

61 

1,126 

70 

1,123 

53 

2,110 

49 

.  1,^691 

57 

1,072 

73 

1,437 

i; 

1.543 

1.432 

93 
104 
97 

iiS 

III 

3.001 

"7 

3.297 

126 

3.737 

97 

5.595 
5.076 
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113 

4.175 

82 

3.362 

116 

3.103 

•         102 
101 

m 

70 

3.502 

49 

3.264 

34 

2.531 

36 

2.083 

26 

2.052 

13 

1,010 

Week 


c  ending  October 

3.  1874 

t«                  (t 

10,     " 

«(                  (( 

17.     " 

t(                  «« 

24.     " 
««      ti 

J*. 

**             November  7,     «• 

it                  t« 

14.     " 

«t                  t« 

21,     «« 

«(                  «< 

28.     •« 

*«             December  5,     " 

<(                  t( 

12,     " 

((                  it 

19.     " 

(«                  «« 

25,     " 

**             January 

2,  1875 

«(                  i( 

9.     ** 

(i                  (( 

16,     " 

23.     " 

'I:  :: 

•*             February 

«i                  1* 

>3.     " 

20,     •» 

((                  it 

27,     •* 

March 

6.     " 

t«                   (( 

13.     " 

((                  tt 

20,     •• 

(«                  (« 

27,     " 

April 

3,     " 

(t                  (t 

10,     " 

((                  (( 

17,     *• 

24,     *« 

**             May 

I.     " 

Ci                                     (( 

8.     " 

((                    (« 

15.     " 

ti                        (( 

22,     " 

((                    (( 

29,     " 

*»             June 

5,     " 

((                  i< 

12,     «* 

(«                  (« 

19,    *« 

<«                  tt 

26,     " 

July 

3,     " 

«i                  (« 

10,     " 

(«                  tt 

17,     " 

(C                                     tt 

24,     " 

tt                    tt 

31.     " 

**             August 

7,     ** 

t«                  (( 

•14,     " 

(»                  (i 

21,     «* 

tt                  t( 

28.     " 

«*             September  4,     " 

123 


NUMBBK  OP  CASES 
OP  SMALL-POX. 

NUMBER  OP 
VACCINATIONS. 

Week  ending  September  1 1, 1875 

40 
24 

»5 
39 
31 

Jl 

37 
35 
34 

it 

46 

'i 

48 

809 
923 

700 

797 

720 

996 

1,063 

1,463 
1,609 

'•g 

629 

»»                  •«          18,     **    

*»                  ««          25,     **    

"             October      2,     **    

«                                   (t                       g^         «( 

**                  «*          16,     «'    

**                  ««          2*;.     «*    

"                  •«          30,     "    

**             November  6,     •*    

"          13,     ««    

»*                  «*          20,     «*    

**                  "          27,     «*    

**             December  4,     **    

«•                 ««          II,     *«    

«*                 "          18,     "    

**                 *«          25,     **    

**            January       i,  1876 

4,146 

126,003 

SCHOOL- VACCINATIONS. 


Two  inspectors  were  selected  to  attend  to  school-vaccinations,  and  this  work  has  been 
done  entirely  by  them.  They  were  required  to  examine  all  pupils  where  permitted,  and  when 
vaccination  was  considered  necessary,  a  notice  to  that  effect  was  sent  to  their  parents,  advis- 
ing it,  and  when  permission  was  given,  the  pupils  were  vaccinated  on  the  following  day.  No 
compulsion  was  used,  except  in  the  cases  of  children  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  and  even 
these  were  allowed  to  leave  the  school,  and  were  admitted  elsewhere,  un vaccinated,  on  ac- 
count of  the  failure  of  principals  to  enforce  strictly  the  By-Laws  of  the  Board  of  Education 
relating  to  this  subject.  The  name,  age,  success  attending  vaccination,  and  the  number  of 
the  school  was  entered  in  the  vaccinator's  book,  and  as  each  school  was  finished,  a  report  was 
made  to  this  office,  which  was  entered  in  the  Register  for  school- vaccinations,  and  a  certificate 
given  for  each  successful  vaccination.  The  vaccinations  p)erformed  were  all  examined  from  the 
fifth  to  the  seventh  day  following.  Where  failures  occurred,  they  were  re- vaccinated,  and 
again  examined  until  three  attempts  to  succeed  had  been  made.  A  complete  history  of  each 
vaccination  is  kept  in  this  office.  Upon  the  second  visit  to  the  schools  it  was  found  that  many 
children  who  had  refused  before  were  willing  to  be  vaccinated,  which  necessitated  more  visits 
than  otherwise  would  have  been  made.  Thus,  in  order  to  do  this  work  thoroughly,  and  get 
trustworthy  records,  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  which  could  have  been  saved  if  we 
had  not  been  so  thorough.  Two  or  more  schools  are  attended  by  each  man  at  the  same  time, 
as  only  one  day,  or  two  at  most,  can  be  spent  in  any  one  school  during  the  same  week. 

When  we  began  work,  in  1874,  the  regulation  concerning  vaccination  in  schools  was  con- 
tained in  section  145  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Board  of  Education,  as  follows :  **  No  pupil  shall 
be  allowed  to  attend  any  school,  nor  shall  any  teacher  be  employed  in  the  same,  unless  such 
pupil  or  teacher  has  been  vaccinated.  Every  principal  of  a  school  shall  require  satisfactory 
evidence  of  such  vaccination  as  a  requisite  for  the  admission,  employment  or  continuance  of 
a  pupil  or  teacher ;  and  the  principal  shall  also  enter  in  the  Register  of  the  school  the  dates, 
as  near  as  possible,  of  the  respective  vaccinations  of  the  pupils  and  teachers." 


124 

All  our  school-vaccinations  have  been  performed  strictly  in  accordance  with  thb  by-law. 
It  is,  however,  indefinite  in  its  wording,  and  j;ives  the  principals  so  little  power  that  it  has 
been  of  no  practical  use  to  us.     **  Satisfactory  evidence  "  of  vaccination  has  always  been  con- 
sidered by  the  principals — as  far  as  I  can  learn — to  mean  no  more  than  the  word  of  the  pupfl 
or  teacher  that  vaccination  had  been  performed  once  during  lifetime.     This  is  plainly  erident 
from  a  perusal  of  the  results  of  vaccinations  during  the  past  fifteen  months  in  the  schools,  as  it, 
will  be  seen  that  a  number  of  children  six  years  of  age,  and  upwanls,  who  had  never  been 
vaccinated,  have  been  found  in  attendance.     So  that,  if  the  question  was  asked  them  upoo 
admission  as  to  their  having  been  vaccinated,  the  principals  were  probably  deceived.     No  per- 
sonal examinations  are  ever  made,  and  of  what  use  would  such  exammations  be,  made  by  non- 
medical men  who  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  subject  ?     But  the  unvaccinated  children 
in  the  schools  are  not  ihe  ones  from  whom  we  expect  trouble,  the  number  being  so  small, 
com[>aratively  ;  nor  do  we  expect  trouble  from  the  teachers  not  being  protected  against  small- 
pox ;  but  it  is  the  great  mass  of  children  in  attendance  who  require,  (^e-vaccinaiion.     Many 
of    these   were    born    abroad,    and    vaccinated    before  coming  to    this    country.      While 
vaccination  may  have   been    properly   performed  upon  some,   others  are  only, very  imper- 
fectly protected,  as  is  shown  by  the  readiness  with  which  they  contract  small-pox.     Many  of 
these  children  were  found  to  have  been  vaccinated  by  their  mothers,  or  someone  not  qualified. 
As  previously  stated  in  this  report,  the  virus  used  in  such  instances  is  commonly  nothing 
more  than    serum,    mixed   with    pus,    taken    from    a   re-vaccination.       This   will  leave  a 
cicatrix  closely  resembling  that  produced  by  a  good  vaccination,  particularly  so  for  a  short 
time,  but  will  not  he  of  the  least   benefit  in  protecting  from  the  contagion  of  small-pox. 
Nearly  all  of  the  schools  in  which  we  have  worked  thus  far  have  been  situated  in  localities 
where  small-pox  has  been  prevailing  to  the  greatest  extent.     Those  in  other  parts  of  the  city 
have  not  been  entered  as  yet.     It  seems  to  us  that  we  have  left  no  means  untried  to  succeed 
in  school-vaccination,  being  well  aware  that  there  is  no  better  or  more  effective  means  of  con- 
trolling an  epidemic  of  small-pox  in  any  large  city,  than  by  having  all  children  who  are  of  the 
proper  age  to  attend  school  thoroughly  vaccinated.     But  as  we  have  had  little  or  no  assistance 
from  educational  or  health-laws,  it  is  only  too  evident  to  us  that  our  efforts  have  been  veryun- 
talisfactory,  compared  with  what  they  might  have  been  with  proper  aid.     We  have  vaccinated 
as  thoroughly  as  possible,  under  the  circumstances,  in  thirty-six  public  schools,  having  an 
attendance  of  forty  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  pupils,  only  fourteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  have  been  vaccinated,  being  but  34  91-100  per  centum  of  those  in  attend- 
ance, although  these  schools  were  situated  in  densely  populated  neighborhoods  where  nearly 
all  the  cases  of  small  pox  have  been  found.      During  this  period  we  discovered  many  children 
who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  sometimes  on  account  of  the  prejudice  of  the  parents,  and 
sometimes  from  neglect.     As  the  compulsory  educational  law,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  Secure 
to  Children  the  Benefits  of  Elementary  Education,"  was  passed  on  May  12,  1874,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  first  section  :   **  All  parents  and  those  who  have  the  care  of  children  shall 
instruct  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  instructed  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  English  grammar, 
geography,  and  arithmetic, — and  every  parent,  guardian  or  other  person  having  control  and 
charge  of  any  child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years,  shall  cause  such  child  to  at- 
tend some  public  or  private  day-school  at  least  fourteen  weeks  in  each  year,  eight  weeks,  at 
least,  of  which  attendance  shall  be  consecutive,  or  to  be  instructed  regularly  at  home  at  least 
fourteen  weeks  in  each  year  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  English  grammar,  geography,  and 
arithmetic,  unless  the  physical  or  mental  condition  of  the  child  is  such  as  to  render  such  at- 
tendance or  instruction  inexpedient  or  impracticable ;"  and  as  the   Board  of  Education  has 
already  taken  measures  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  it,  one  obstacle  has  been  removed. 
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Another,  and  a  much  more  serious  one,  has  also  been  done  away  with,  by  a  revision  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  By-Laws  relating  to  the  vaccination  of  children  attending  the  public 
schools.  This  Board  has  always  expressed  a  willingness  to  assist  us,  and  has  shown  that  they 
fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  school- vaccination.  So,  also,  have  school- trustees,  by 
their  valuable  efforts,  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us  in  the  many  instances  where  small- 
pox has  occurred  in  houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  school  buildings  and  among  school -children. 
As  the  number  of  school-children  who  were  attacked  by  small-pox  was  becoming  alarmingly 
large  during  the  month  of  November,  1875,  the  following  communication  was  addressed  to 
the  Board  of  Education  by  the  Health  Department,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  which  brought 
about  the  desired  end  : 


Health  Department — Vaccinating  Corps,  ) 
New  York,  November  13,  1875.  f 

TA^  Hon,  David  Wetmore, 

Commissioner  : 

Sir — Since   the  organization  of  this  corp?,  about  one  year  ago,  we  have  vaccinated  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  city  from  month  to  month,  as  the  number  of  our  men  would  permit. 
Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  and  our  limited  force,  we  have  not  been  able  to  give 
that  attention  to  it  that  we  anticipated.     Yet  during  this  time  we  have  examined  and  vac- 
zrinated  in  twenty-four  public  schools,  all  of  which  were  located  where  small-pox  has  princi- 
pally prevailed ;  for  instance,  in  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Seventh,   Seventeenth  and 
^Nineteenth  Wards,  or  in  localities  inhabited  principally  by  non-English  speaking  people — such 
as  Germans,  Bohemians,  Polish  Jews  and  others.     The  total  number  vaccinated  was  10,590. 
The  total  number  of  certificates  issued  was  7,465.     From  the  beginning  of  our  work  in  schools 
"we  have  tried  to  induce  children  to  be  vaccinated  without  compulsion,  and  hoped  to  vaccinate 
all  who  required  it.     Owing,  however,  to  the  great  opposition  which  we  have  encountered 
^rora  the  above-named  foreigners,  we  feel  compelled  to  ask  for  some  assistance  from  your 
Board.     Probably  the  only  cases  where  your  aid  will  be  required  will  be  in  schools  where  the 
■leighborhood  is  pervaded  with  small-pox  to  an  alarmuig  extent ;  and  in  such  cases  we  wish  to 
act  immediately  and  desire  the  power  to  compel  all  children  who  require  it,  to  be  vaccinated. 
As  it  has  been  heretofore,  out  of  a  school  containing  2,000  pupils,  one-half  may  need  vaccina- 
tion, but  we  have  succeeded  only  in  yaccinating  from  ten  to  fifteen  \i&[  centum.     From  our 
examinations  we  have  found  a  large  number  of  children  who  had  never  been  vaccinated.    This 
is  very  apt  to  be  the  case  with  the  children  bom  in  country  places,  who  have  recently  moved 
here.     A  great  majority  of  these  children  would  not  have  been  vaccinated  unless  through  this 
means.     We  find,  also,  a  large  number  upon  whom  vaccination  has  been  very  imperfectly 
performed.     It  has  been  the  custom  of  teachers  to  send  V;hildren  home  and  keep  them  from 
school  about  a  week,  when  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  small-pox  in  their  homes.     This 
is  a  good  idea,  but  it  is  of  very  little  benefit  unless  the  pupils  have  been  well  vaccinated  ;  for  the 
children  themselves  are  not  out  of  danger  until  the  period  of  small-pox  incubation — about  two 
weeks — has  passed.     Strange  as  it  may  appear,  we  find  instances  nearly  every  day,  where  the 
parents  of  school  children,  living  in  infected  houses,  will  persist  in  sending  their  children  to 
school,  if  they  are  allowed  to  do  so,  and  will  not  consent  to  vaccination  under  any  circum- 
stances.    Even  if  the  disease  occurs  in  their  own  family  it  makes  no  difference.     With  some 
it  seems  to  be  a  deep-seated  prejudice   against  vaccination,  and  with  others  a  most  culi>able 
carelessness  and  indifference  to  consequences.     Of  course  such  instances  occur  only  among  the 
most  ignorant  class. 
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To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  ravages  of  small-pox  among  school  children,  I  will  state  that 
the  number  of  cases  which  occurred  from  October  i,  1874,  to  October  i,  1875,  was  607; 
number  of  deaths,  158 ;  or  about  26  per  centum. 

The  unusually  large  proportion  of  deaths  occurring  among  children,  the  most  of  whom  have 
been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  children  attacked  with 
small-pox,  who  have  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  have  the  disease  so  mildly  that  medical  at- 
tendance is  not  required  and  parents  conceal  the  knowledge  of  it  from  our  Board.  la  iwA 
we  may  say  that  the  mild  cases  are  nearly  always  concealed  unless  discovered  by  accident 
Only  the  severe  cases — those  likely  to  prove  fatal — are  brought  to  our  notice.  Our  books  show 
that  of  these  158  fatal  cases,  60  were  found  dead.  This  is  an  appalling  statement  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  so  well  known  to  us  that  a  proper  vaccination  of  school 
children  would  have  reduced  these  cases  to  an  insignificant  number. 

As  you  have  expressed  a  willmgness  to  render  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  make 
our  work  effective,  I  would  suggest  that  you  notify  the  principals  of  all  the  schools  to  enforce 
a  by-law  passed  by  your  Board  last  winter,  to  the  effect  that  all  children  upon  whom  our 
officers  consider  vaccination  necessary  shall  be  compelled  to  have  it  performed.  Vaccinations 
performed  by  private  physicians  are  to  be  accepted  the  same  as  those  done  by  our  officers  and 
upon  whose  examination  and  approval  certificates  should  be  issued.  This  same  r^;ulation  I 
would  wish  applied  to  janitors  and  their  families.  We  have  already  adopted  this  plan  in  two 
colored  schools  and  have  not  met  with  a  ^ngle  refusal. 
We  are  anxious  to  begin  this  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfiily  yours, 

J.  B.  TAYLOR,  M.  D., 

Inspector  of  Vaccination » 


In  response  to  this  appeal  for  assistance,  the  Board  of  Education,  on  December  15,  1875, 
adopted  an  amended  by-law  relating  to  vaccination,  which  is  as  follows : 

No  person  shall  be  employed  as  janitor  in  any  school  building  unless  he  or  she  shall  have 
a  certificate  from  the  Board  of  Health  showing  that  he  or  she,  and  each  member  of  his  or  her 
family,  has  been  properly  vaccinated. 

Every  principal  shall  co-operate  with  such  agents  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  may  be 
authorized  t.)  visit  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  vaccinating  the  pupils,  and 
shall  require  a  re- vaccination  of  all  pupils  ascertained  by  said  agents  of  the  Board  of  Health 
not  to  be  fully  protected  by  a  former  vaccination,  and  no  pupil  refusing  to  be  so  re-vaccinated, 
either  by  ihe  agents  of  the  Board  of  Health,  or  by  the  physician  of  the  family  to  which  he  or 
she  may  belong,  shall  be  permitted  to  attend  any  public  school  until  such  requirement  is  fully 
complied  with. 

A  certificate  of  any  physician  in  good  standing  in  his  profession,  stating  that  the  pupil 
does  not  require  re  vaccination,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  agents  of  the  Board  of  Health  in 
lieu  of  a  personal  examination. 

As  this  is  believed  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  aid  us  in  this  work,  I  hope  for  the  year 
1876  to  give  a  more  satbfactory  record  of  school  vaccinations. 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  performed  in  the  public  schools  for  the  fifteen  months 
ending  on  December  31,  1875,  was  17,505  upon  14,181  pupils,  of  which  10,179  ^^^  sac* 
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cessfuL  This  is  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  vaccinate  in  schools  having  a  registered  attend- 
ance of  40,621.  In  schools  not  directly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
correct  registered  attendance  of  which  we  could  not  obtain,  we  have  performed  2,384 
vaccinations  upon  1,998  pupils,  of  which  1,195  ^^"^^  successful.  The  following  tables  show 
this  work  in  detail,  giving  the  number  successful  from  first  and  second  vaccinations,  also  a 
comparison  of  successes  between  males  and  females  in  Grammar  Departments,  males  and 
females  in  Primary  Departments,  and  percentage  of  success  between  white  and  colored  pupils : 
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Note. — The  children  in  the  Primary  Schools  and  in  the  Primary  Departments  of  Grammar  Schools,  are 
from  five  to  ten  years  of  age.  while  in  Grammar  Departments  they  are  ten  years  of  age  and  upwards. 


TABLE  OF  WORK  AND  RESULTS  IN  COLORED  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 
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GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENTS  OF  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS— MALE  CLASSES. 
iCoUfrtd  DtpartmenU  included.) 


SCHCKILS^ 


Grimfflar  Sdkool  No.  4- 


13. 

18. 


*<  **       37 . 

**  "       53 

"       59- 

Colsftd   School   No*    t. 


T«tab. 


67 
179 
30 

til 

7* 
<N 

77 
^54 
141 

35 

7a 
7» 
?^o 

3.5*e 


1 

1 

1 

;  J 

j 

] 

1 

^1 
II 

1 

i 

1^ 

i 

^ 

5" 

> 

£ 

^ 

H 

H 

66 

7< 

a6 

ta 

J» 

970 

9» 

sfi 

>B 

t6 

» 

16 

J 

I 

,« 

71 

41 

10 

10 

. 

a 

77 

m 

At 

» 

95 

46 

t9 

3P 

*74 

■7 

47 

»a 

bI 

14 

la 

a 

iiS 

fii 

63 

97 

97 

31 

44 

3(i 

319 

« 

sfl 

40 

30 

ti 

iS 

i»a 

70 

to^ 

53 

>* 

.. 

ao3 

»>9 

47 

14 

"J 

4 

.» 

7* 

,         ^ 

55 

|o 

31 

t3 

13 

6 

t8c 

107 

36 

4} 

43 

'? 

.8 

6 

"^ 

47 

ss 

9 

8 

ft 

,. 

r* 

€> 

711 

»'? 

114 

311 

69 

9* 

44 

i*»SS 

780 

5« 

3t 

" 

- 

,. 

- 

77 

5« 

w 

50 

39 

a4 

9 

193 

131 

107 

34 

n 

IS 

7 

" 

1*3 

in 

"» 

74 

aa 

14 

ao9 

t>v 

1«^ 

*i  1 

54 

JS 

19 

" 

386 

aoa 

^3 

IB 

eo 

10 

6 

J 

45 

15 

36 

^5 

11 

«5 

'7 

^ 

97 

♦* 

3^^ 

33 

J* 

14 

j6 

«• 

SO 

a3 

»7 

to 

17 

lO 

4 

67 

■6 

a.064 

ipoSl 

+»9 

8^4 

36a 

343 

.73 

4^50 

»^3" 

Number  of  Pupils  Vaccinated  First  Time 3, 566 


"        Examined 
foimd  Successful 
Vaccinated  Second  Time. 
Examined  *' 

found  Successful    " 


3.M7 

2,064,  being  65  58- zoo  per  cent 

884 

709 

368,  being  51  90- zoo  per  cenL 


131 


GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENTS  OF  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS— FEMALE  CLASSES. 
{Colored  Departments  included.) 


Schools. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  AND  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENTS  OF  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS- 
MALE  CLASSES. 
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Ermidtr  trt  J^maty  Dt^rtmtni* 

Total  Dumber  of  Vaccinatiodfr. 4^(85 

"  Ejamuaed.... ......  *.«^.. .... . 4,116 

*•              found Succesiful.................... a,775»b«iDg67  4+-loape^calt 
Total  number  of  VWcinatiDEUi. .........,...*  4p7S^ 

"  EiFamincd ,.,.... ^ ... ..  ^,lBi 

"  found  Succei^ulii . . . . . « 3.930,  belnff  66  66-100  per  cent' 

SliHOwinK  Succevlul  m  &¥or  of  Females. ^*      ft-icia      '* 


The  number  of  children  who  had  never  been  vaccinated  found  in  the  schools  ciiiBotk 
given  accurately  for  tbe  full  period  of  fifteen  months^  as  our  records  for  tbe  first  few  nw"^ 
are  mcomplete.  It  would  ainounl,  however,  to  considerable,  judging  from  those  found ilKt 
Grammar  Schools  No.  9  and  18  were  visited  twice  ;  the  tirst  vi^it  was  at  the  beginning  of  c^ 
work.  As  we  did  not  succeed  in  vaccinating  very  many  of  the  pupils,  they  were  agabv^'^ 
several  months  later,  small-pox  being  prevalent  in  their  neighborhood.  Upon  the  ^^^ 
Tisit  we  vaccinated  nearly  all  who  needed  it. 

Probably  the  cause  of  our  low  average  of  success  among  colored  children  is  due  more  tvt» 
age  of  the  children,  and  the  fact  that  they  had  aU  been  vaccinated  within  a  short  time,  ihai^^^ 
a  v^ant  of  susceptibility.  We  have  not  vaccinated  enough  among  colored  people  to  cnftW«^ 
to  come  to  any  trustworthy  conclusion  regarding  this  tjuestion.  We  bave  vacdnated  us 
j6  public  schools,  embracing  7S  departments,  leaving  S3  schools  yet  to  visit. 

.411  the  virus  used  by  us  in  school  vaccinations  was  the  old  humanized  stock,  with  thee^trtp- 
tion  of  a  few  instances,  when  we  have  used  virus  of  the  first   remove  from   the  calf,    tbe 
results  obtained  from  the  use  of  the  latter  have  presented  no  difference  whatever  from  t^ 
other,  though  our  experience  with  it  has  been  rather  limited.     The  virus  used  in  **  bouse  i(* 
hou^'^  vaccinations  has  generally  been  not  more  than  twenty- four  to  forty-eight  hours  o^i 
On  account  of  our  vaccinating  each  day  so  many  people  who  had  been  exposed  toauall-po*! 
we  have  used  none  but  the  freshest  virtis ;   while  in  school  vaccinations  the  vinas  "^ 
has  often  been  from  one  to  two  weeks  old,  wid  we  have  concluded  from  this  ea^* 
ence,    that   humanized   virus  of  this  age,  if  carefully  kept,   is  just   as   effective  and  «S1 
take  just  as  readily   as   that   which  is  used  the   same  day  that  it  is  collected.     We  b»^ 
had  little   trouble  following  school  vaccinations.     Two  children  were  found,  two  or  duee 
weeks  after  vaccination,  with  axillary  abscesses.      The  first  healed  very  readily  after  betBg 
openetl ;  the  second,  as  it  occurred  in  an  anscmic,  scrofulous  girl,  was  several  wee^s  in  b«t^ 
entirely  cured.     The  other  cases  complained  of  were  found  to  have  unhealthy  granulatkkns  it 
the  i^at  of  vaccination  which,  no  doubt,  were  caused,  in  part  at  least^  by  the  rough  gannM 
worn.     Relief  from  this  irritation  and  the  use  of  proper  applications  were  all   that 
necessary  to  heal   them.      A  great    many   more  complaints  were  made  to   the   leajchera^ 
but  upon  an  examination  being  made  by  them  or  by  the  parents,  it  was  found   that  thl 
children  complained  merely  to  avoid  attending  school.     The  children,  as  a  rule,  more  gem 
those  in  the  primary  departments,  are  willing  and  often   eager  to  be  vaccinated  j  particularl 
so  after  it  has  been   performed  upon  some  of   their   classmates  i  and  if  thetr  consent  was 
that  v^'as  needed,  our  percentage  of  school  vaccinations  would  be  largely  increased. 


BAD  RESULTS  FOLLOWING  VACCINATION, 


A^  alreoidy  ^&te<i,  a  ctrcutar  h  Ith  witK  each  primary  vaccmation,  directing  people  what 
c^t  should  be  ti?«d  to  prevent  mterfcrence  with  the  course  of  the  vaccination,  with  a  request 
to  apply  to  us  whenever  the  results  were  not  satisfactory,     I  have  felt  that  it  would  be  better 
for  us  to  take  all  the  blame  and  trouble  upon  oursdvc^  in  such  cases,  in  order  to  prevent  people 
from  being. prejudiced  against  having  vaccinations  perfbrtned  by  officei's  of  this  Department. 
These  circular*,  together  with  the  re-vijji  tat  ions,  have  ptobably  enabled  us  to  discover  every 
instance  of  bad  results,  except  in  the  cases  of  those  persons  who  have  moved  out  of  the  city^ 
or  to  quarters  which  we  could  not  hud^     Besides  leaving  the  circularSp  each  vaccinator  instructs 
the  mother  or  the  person  In  charge  of  the  child  as  to  what  care  should  be  taken  of  the  patient, 
gieiicral  directions  regartliog  ventilation,  the  kind  of  food  which  should  be  given ^  and  to  report 
to  U-S  at  once^  if  anything  irregular  should  be  noticed  during  the  progress  of  the  vaccination. 
As  a  result  of  these  precautions  many  complaints  have    l>een  made,  and  in  every  in- 
oce  they  have  received   prompt  attention.     It  has  taken  con^derable  time   properly   to 
ad  to  this  work,  time  which  otherw^ise  would  have  been  spent  in  vaccinating*     One  bull- 
ed and   fortV'five  complaints  were  made,    in  all,  out   of  24,395  primary  vaccinations — 
'  laatingone  in  zibout  every  147.     Of  these  a  number  were  found  to  be  triviaU     In  other  cases 
the  children  were  suffering  from  diseases  having  no  connection  whatever  with  vaccination— 
mch  45  summer  complaint,  measles,  scarlatina,  and  small -pox.   In  all  such  instance^  if  medical 
itlendaace  was  thought  necessary,  the  parents  were  advised  to  call  their  family  physician  ;  or, 
if  they  were  loo  poor  to  ticar  that  expense,  we  have  attendetl  them  gratuitoufelyj  or  sent  them 
la  the  hospital.     We  aim  not  to  interfere  with  private  practitioners  or  dispensaries  where  it 
is  posible  to  avoid  it 

Most  of  the  complaints  were  due  to  the  crusts  having  been  torn  oflT  the  vaccine  vesicles 
Wmg  stjperfidal  sores.     This,  to  a  great  extent,  Is  found  to  be  the  result  of  carelessness  in 
^  nmancr  in  which  the  arm  is  dresseth     Very  many  mothers  have  a  habit  of  binding  up  the 
^na  of  a  child  after  vaccination  with  ianumerable  bands  of  linen,   Aannel,  or  anything  con^ 
venjent,  whether  dean  or  dirty,  soft  or  rough,  and  tying  it   up  quite   tightly   with   strings. 
11m  bandage  is  often  left  on  until  the  eighth -day  examination  is  made,  when  the  doctor  re-  • 
niotes  it,  if  allowed  to,  and  tries  to  impress  on  their  minds  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  arm 
t,  or,  at  most,  covered  with  a  soft  garment  which  would  not  tend  to  rupture   the  vesicle- 
t  same  old  bandage,  however,  is  often  replaccil  directly  afterward,  and  allowed  to  remain 
until  pus  is  found  exuding  from  it,  or  running  down  the  arm.     As  a  result  of  this  the  vesicle 
Brill  be  several  weeks  in  healing,  and  then  will  never  develop  a  typical  vaccine  crust,  or  what 
is  frequently  the  result,  will  not  heal  at  all  until  properly  treated.     Vesicles  covered  up  tn  this 
manner,  so  as  cntiiely  to  exclude  air.  and  kept  so  unusually  warm,  will  seldom  run  a  regular 
course^  and  aix  a  great  cause  of  excessive  inflammation,  axillary  abscesses,  and  other  com- 
plications.    There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Irritation  caused  by  tight  bandages,  under  such  cir- 
im^CADce^  will  occa^onally  even  excite  erysipciasu 

Upon  our  last  visit,  from  three  to  four  weeks  after  vaccination,  if  any  chlidren  are  found 
^prlu>  Are  not  perfectly  recovered,  a  physician  of  the  Health  Department  is  sent  to  attend  to 
^^tietii^  al  once,  and  continues  in  attendance  until  they  are  welL  Some  vesicles  will  rupture 
^brliAoot  any  violence  being  used,  through  ill  health*  Some  of  the  worst  cases  we  have  had, 
^K|fid  the  slowest  to  heal,  have  resulted  from  imperfect  ventilation,  insufficient  and  improper 
^H(K*'l*  ^n*i  other  bad  sanitary  surroundings  and  influences.  A  very  large  proportion  of  our 
tenement    house   babies  are   scarcely  ever   taken  out  of  the  close,  cramjied,  stifling  roomi 
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occapied  by  the  family,  daring  all  the  cold  months,  but  are  compelled  to  breathe  air  vitiated 
by  cooking,  washing,  and  scrubbing,  with'the  windows  usually  closed.  Many  of  these  people 
live  in  apartments  of  two  small  rooms,  one  the  living  and  cooking  room,  about  twdve  hf 
fifteen  feet  in  dimension,  the  other  a  small,  dark  bed-room,  large  enough  for  only  one  bed, 
and  the  two  often  occupied  by  a  numerous  family  of  children.  Indeed,  we  have  foimd 
apartments  no  larger  than  the  ones  described  which  have  given  lodgings  to  thirty  people  and 
upward,  children  and  adults,  each  night,  though  this  excessive  number  has  been  found  only 
among  the  very  poor  Italians.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  children  will  thrive  or  develop  as 
perfect  vaccine  vesicles  under  such  surroundings  as  where  the  conditions  are  more  consistent 
with  good  health.  Such  babies  are  very  liable  to  have  eczema,  the  crusta  lactea,  boils,  and 
other  cutaneous  eruptions,  and  if  we  are  obliged  to  vaccinate  them,  as  is  often  the  case,  we 
expect  to  have  an  occasional  sore  arm. 

The  bad  results  following  our  vaccinations  we  divide  into  four  classes : 

Ftrsi — Unhealthy  sloughing  and  ulceration  at  the  seat  of  vaccination 84  cases. 

Second — Excessive  inflammation  and  swellmg  of  arm,  and,  occasionally,  erysipelas.  29     ** 

7%/></— Inflammation  of  lymphatic  glands,  sometimes  resulting  in  abscesses. 25     ** 

Fourth — Cutaneous  eruptions  of  various  kinds 7     " 

The  proper  medical  attendance  required  by  these  145  cases  necessitated  about  650 
visits.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  erysipelas,  one  complicated  with  meningitis  from 
the  beginning,  which  resulted  fatally  in  two  days ;  the  other  a  plain  case  of  erysipelas 
in  an  anaemic  child,  with  surroundmgs  such  as  almost  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  recovery. 
Erysipelas  was  induced  in  both  these  instances,  no  doubt  by  vaccination.  Other  deaths  have 
occurred  shortly  after  vaccination,  but  in  no  cases  could  they  be  directly  attributed  to  this 
cause,  scarlatina  and  diphtheria  being  the  diseases  which  usually  were^  responsible  for  this 
result. 

If  caution  could  always  be  used  in  selecting  subjects  to  be  vaccinated,  in 
other  words,  if  we  were  never  compelled  to  vaccinate  sickly  babies,  those 
suffering  from  dentition,  nor  those  too  young,  bad  results  would  certainly  be 
extremely  rare.  It  has  not,  however,  been  possible  for  us  to  observe  this  caution,  so 
many  of  those  vaccinated  having  been  exposed  to  small-pox,  or  being  in  great  danger  of 
exposure  at  the  time.  The  total  number  of  bad  results,  reported  to  us  for  our  attention, 
as  will  be  seen,  was  145,  this  out  of  24,395  primary  vaccinations;  while  among 
school  children  and  all  other  re- vaccinations,  amounting  to  101,608,  we  have  not  had  more 
than  a  dozen  complaints,  and  only  two  of  these  required  more  than  one  visit.  As  all  our* 
vaccinations,  both  primary  and  secondary,  were  j^erformed  with  virus,  the  same  in  every 
respect,  we  think  the  fact  of  the  virus  not  being  directly  the  cause  of  sore  arms  in  primary 
vaccinations,  is  self-evident.  Several  instances  have  occurred  which  have  led  us  strongly  to 
suspect  that  atmospheric  influences  have  been  the  causes  of  quite  a  proportion  of  those 
sloughing  sores  at  the  point  of  vaccination,  of  which  we  have  had  a  number.  It  b  well 
known  that  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  person  performing  the  vaccination,  and  our  most 
successful  vaccinators  are  those  who  have  the  smallest  proportion  of  bad  results.  Still,  our 
best  vaccinators  have  had  more  or  less  trouble  of  this  kind.  One  remarkable  instance  I 
will  relate.  In  the  summer  of  1875,  one  of  our  doctors  spent  several  days  working  in  one 
block  of  tenement-houses.  He  succeeded  in  vaccinating  a  large  number  of  persons,  among 
whom  were  thirty  babies.      Upon  examining   the   primaries  on  the  eighth  day,  it  was  fonnd 
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that  quite  a  number  of  them  did  not  present  typical  eighth-day  vesicles  such  as  we  were 
in  the  habit  of  finding;  they  were  already  ruptured,  and  discharging  an  abundance  of 
lymph  and  serum.  So  many  presented  this  appearance  that  it  was  remarked,  and  a  close 
watch  was  kept  upon  them.  One  case  of  true  erysipelas  developed  at  about  the  fourteenth 
day,  and  several  of  erysipelatous  inflammation,  followed  by  sloughing  sores,  slow  to  heal. 
Nearly  all  the  babies  vaccinated  developed  an  unusual  amount  of  inflammation,  and  about 
one-half  of  the  wounds  were  very  much  delayed  in  healing,  and  required  a  great  deal  of  care 
and  attention  from  us.  There  was  more  or  less  sloughing  in  all  of  these,  and  axillary 
abscesses  were  excited  in  several.  The  other  gave  no  unusual  symptoms  and  healed  very 
nicely.  The  virus  inserted  by  this  vaccinator  was  taken  from  the  same  babies  as  that  used  by 
about  thirty  other  operators  whose  vaccinations  showed  no  such  trouble.  No  other  inspector 
was  working  in  that  immediate  neighborhood,  nor  were  there  any  cases  of  small-pox  th^re. 
All  these  vaccinations  were  performed  in  a  row  of  four-story  tenement  houses,  built  exactly 
alike,  all  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  having  similar  sewer  connections  and  occupied  almost 
entirely  by  German  families.  Among  the  large  number  of  re-vaccinations  performed  in  the 
block,  no  complaints  were  made.  No  cases  of  erysipelas  nor  of  fever  among  those  who  had 
not  been  vaccinated  were  found  in  any  of  these  houses.  I  carefully  examined  the  vaccinator's 
lancet  as  soon  as  this  trouble  was  discovered,  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  doing  with  all,  but  failed 
to  And  any  cause  for  it  there.  The  tightly-corked  bottle  containing  the  virus  was  always 
carried  in  an  outside  coat -pocket  where  the  heat  from  the  body  could  have  little,  if  any,  effect 
upon  it.  Upon  a  careful  examination,  no  cases  of  erysipelas  nor  of  any  trouble  were  found 
among  the  babies  from  whom  the  virus  had  been  collected,  and  all  vaccinations  performed  by 
the  inspector  subsequently,  in  other  streets,  after  he  had  flnished  this  block  and  before  we 
had  discovered  anything  unfavorable  in  these  vaccinations,  ran  a  perfectly  regular  course. 
This  vaccinator,  though  new  at  the  work,  was  careful  and  painstaking,  and  these  were  the 
only  instances  of  trouble  arising  from  his  vaccinations.  What  caused  this  large  number  of 
irregular  and  imperfect  vaccinations  I  have  never  been  able  satisfactorily  to  determine.  The 
following  is  the  result  of  the  vaccinations  performed  upon  these  children  when  examined, 
upon  the  eighth  day.     Out  of  thirty  primaries  there  were 

"  Successful  " — Those  presenting  every  appearance  of  eighth-day  vesicles 9 

Vesicles  whijh  were  thought  too  small  for  thorough  protection     2 

*'  Imperfect " — Those  that  were  ruptured  and  discharging  lymph  and  serum,  and  those 

showing  too  much  areola  and  fever 9 

"  Retarded  " — Those  which  were  not  developed  as  fully  as  should  be  at  the  time  of 

examination.. 7 

Failed 3 

Total 30 

Only  nine  were  perfectly  successful,  and  the  irregularities  did  not  occur  among  any  of 
them,  but  with  those  recorded  as  "  imperfect."  Several  instances,  somewhat  similar  to  this, 
have  occurred  in  the  same  unaccountable  manner ;  though  no  fatal  case  followed,  nor  any 
very  severe  sickness.     The  most  of  them  appeared  within  a  short  time  of  our  organization. 

Among  all  the  cases  of  bad  results  which  we  have  seen,  we  have  failed  to  find  a  single  one 
showing  any  indication  of  syphilitic  inoculation  ;  nor  have  we  ever  met  with  a  case  of  this 
kind  in  all  of  our  experience.  There  is  a  common  belief  that  syphilis  is  frequently  found 
among  tenement -house  children.     This  is  certainly  a  great  mistake,  for  we  rarely  meet  with 
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children  of  any  age  who  have  shown  any  indication  of  this.  We  have  seen  two  or  three 
babies,  under  three  months  of  age,  who  have  exhibited  signs  of  having  inherited  this  disease, 
but  none  over  that  age. 

I  would  like  to  give  the  number  of  sore  arms  for  each  month,  to  see  if  there  were 
more  caused  during  the  summer  months  than  at  any  other  time  ;  but,  owing  to  the  irregular 
number  of  vaccinators  employed,  and  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  were  appointed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  hot  weather  and  dismissed  immediately  afterward,  we  cannot  give  a  £ur 
comparison.  We  are  liable  to  have  complaints  of  this  kind  at  any  season  of  the  jrear,  thoo^ 
it  seems  to  us  to  be  rather  more  conmion  in  hot  weather,  though  not  so  much  so  as  is  gen- 
erally supposed. 

PROTECTION  AFFORDED  BY  VACCINATION. 

In  vaccinating  the  many  hundreds  of  people  that  we  do ,  just  after  their  exposure  to  small- 
pox, we  have  found,  almost  invariably,  that  if  the  vaccination  arrives  at  the  stage  of  areola — 
about  the  ninth  day — ^before  the  disease  shows  itself,  its  modifying  influence  is  always  observed, 
but  that  it  will  not  affect  it  in  the  least  before  that  period.  In  other  words,  vaccination  must 
be  performed  within  three  da3rs  from  the  date  of  exposure,  to  exert  any  influence  upon  the 
disease.  Any  attempt  to  modify  it  after  that  period  is  useless ;  though,  as  vaccination  at 
such  times  can  do  no  harm,  we  always  perform  it  even  up  to  the  time  when'the  first  symptoms 
of  the  disease  appear,  as  we  are  never  quite  certain  that  all  who  are  exposed  to '  small-pox 
must  necessarily  contract  it.  I  have  failed  to  find  an  instance  where  vaccination,  performed 
upon  the  day  of  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  has  modified  the  disease,  though  it  may 
take,  and  will  often  develop  a  very  good  vesicle,  presenting  the  same  appearance  to  be  seen 
upon  vaccinating  a  child  a  few  days  previous  to  the  appearance  of  any  eruptive  disease,  soch 
as  measles  and  scarlet  fever.  The  vesicle  may  reach  its  regular  size,  but  dries  up  without 
passing  through  the  stage  of  areola.  In  vaccinating  under  such  circumstances,  I  have  often 
seen  vaccine  vesicles  develop  with  variola  vesicles  which  bore  such  a  close  resemblance  to  one 
another,  during  the  first  few  days,  that  the  eye  of  the  ordinary  observer  would  foil  to  dis- 
criminate between  them.  After  the  tenth  day  the  vesicle  forms  into  a  crust,  assuming  its 
typical  color,  which  is  distinct  from  the  variola  vesicle ;  nor  does  it  become  detached  so  soon. 
Occasionally,  in  cases  of  extreme  poverty  or  sickness,  we  have  been  compelled  to  send  a 
mother  suffering  from  small-pox  to  the  hospital,  accompanied  by  her  nursing  baby,  who  had 
not  shown  any  sign  of  the  disease,  and  often  had  been  exposed  only  one  or  two  days.  The 
baby  was  always  vaccinated  before  going  or  directly  after  arriving  there.  Not  a  single  instance 
has  yet  occurred  in  which  the  baby  has  contracted  the  disease,  though  nursing  the  mother, 
as  usual,  during  the  time  she  would  be  detained  there,  from  three  to  six  weeks.  We  are  so 
confident  of  the  protective  ^power  of  vaccination  that  we  think  the  risk  not  half  so  great 
imder  such  circumstances,  in  taking  the  child  to  the  hospital  as  in  leaving  it  at  home,  where 
it  would  be  deprived  of  the  care  and  nourishment  from  its  mother. 

Probably  no  more  striking  instance  of  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination  against 
small-pox  can  be  found  than  that  of  placing  young  infants  in  a  small-pox  hospital  filled  with 
patients,  on  the  same  day  of  their  first  vaccination,  without  a  single  example  of  their  con- 
tractmg  the  disease.     The  records  of  our  hospitals  will  show  many  such  cases. 

Our  experience  has  clearly  proved  to  us  that  when  babies  are  not  vaccinated  under  similar 
circumstances  the  result  has  invariably  been  directly  the  opposite.  On  April  25  last,  I  was  called 
to  see  a  young  married  woman,  whom  I  found  living  on  the   first  floor  of  a  tenement-house 
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occupied  by  eighteen  families.  Upon  the  second  visit  I  diagnosed  confluent  small -pox.  The 
patient  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  together  with  her  husband,  whom  I  previously  vaccinated, 
as  he  desired  to  act  as  her  nurse.  She  died  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  eruption.  Although  she 
had  alwa3rs  supposed  she  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  I  failed  to  find  any  sign  of  it.  As 
soon  as  I  satisfied  myself  this  was  a  case  of  small-pox,  I  instituted  a  search  for  the  source  of 
the  contagion  through  the  house,  at  the  same  time  urging  all  the  inmates  to  be  vaccinated.  I 
succeeded  in  vaccinating  a  large  number,  but  found  two  unvaccinated  children  on  the  third 
floor  and  three  upon  the  top  floor  whose  parents  did  riot  believe  in  vacoination ;  and, 
although  I  called  at  their  rooms  several  times  and  urged  the  necessity  of  it,  they  would  not  allow 
it  to  be  performed.  I  also  found  that  a  woman  suffering  from  small -pox  (whose  name  appears 
upon  the  "  Small-pox  Record  "  at  this  office  as  having  absconded  from  another  part  of  the  city 
a  week  or  two  previously,  on  account  of  her  neighbors  having  reported  the  case  to  the  Sanitary 
Bureau)  had  been  concealed  in  a  room  immediately  adjoining  the  bed-room  occupied  by  my  pa- 
tient, and  separated  from  it  only  by  a  thin  pine  door,  all  through  her  illness.  These  rooms  were 
occupied  by  her  sister,  who  concealed  the  case,  although  the  other  people  in  the  house  were 
going  in  and  out  ofher  apartments  frequently.  None  suspected  that  they  were  exposing  them- 
selves to  small-pox  contagion,and  consequently  used  no  precautionary  measures.  Three  days  after 
the  first  case  had  been  removed  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  thirteen  years  of  age,  living  on  the 
same  floor,  whom  I  found  to  have  small-pox  in  a  mild  form,  only  four  vesicles  appear- 
ing. She  had  been  vaccinated  when  a  baby,  but  not  since.  During  the  following  twelve 
days  the  five  unvaccinated  children  were  attacked  with  small-pox,  of  whom  three  died,  one 
before  being  removed,  the  others  in  the  hospital.  The  parents  of  the  three  unvaccinated 
children  had  a  fourth  child  who  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  in  school,  a  few  weeks  pre- 
viously, for  which  she  received  a  severe  beating  at  the  hands  of  her  father.  This  child, 
although  sleeping  in  the  same  room  with  the  other  children  several  nights  after  they  had 
been  taken  sick,  showed  no  sign  of  the  disease.  In  the  adjoining  tenement-house,  occupied 
by  eighteen  families,  two  cases  occurred  :  one,  a  German  woman  fifty- six  years  of  age,  who 
had  not  been  vaccinated  since  infancy,  was  taken  sick  May  4,  and  died  on  May  8.  The  other, 
an  American  woman  forty  years  of  age,  who  said  she  had  been  vaccinated  several  times, 
developed  but  two  vesicles  and  was  not  confined  to  her  bed.  Both  of  these  women  repeatedly 
refused  vaccination  when  the  cases  occurred  in  the  other  house.  As  appears,  eight  cases,  five 
of  which  were  fatal,  occurred  in  these  two  houses.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  all  contracted 
it  from  the  concealed  case  in  the  first  house.  How  many  occurring  in  other  parts  of  the  city 
owed  their  origin  to  this  one  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  The  lives  of  all  these  five 
unvaccinated  children  would  probably  have  been  saved  except  for  that  strange,  unreasonable 
prejudice  against  vaccination  which  so  many  of  the  Germans  show.  All  that  could  be  done 
with  them  as  in  other  cases  constantly  occurring  in  our  experience,  was  to  quietly  look  on 
until  they  developed  the  disease,  and  then  remove  them  to  the  hospital  so  that  they  would  not 
be  the  means  of  communicating  the  infection  to  others.  I  have  gone  into  somewhat  extended 
details  r^arding  these  cases  as  they  all  occurred  in  my  own  practice  and  I  was  naturally  more 
interested  in  them,  and  also  had  better  opportunities  of  watching  and  noting  the  spread  of 
the  disease  than  I  otherwise  would  have  had.  All  who  were  vaccinated  escaped  utterly, 
though  one  of  them  spent  two  weeks  in  the  small-pox  hospital  directly  after  having  been  vac- 
cinated. 

One  of  our  vaccinators  called  at  a  tenement-house  in  Eldridge  street,  where  he  found  two 
children,  respectively  ten  months  and  five  years  of  age,  in  a  German  family,  who  had  never 
been  vaccinated.     The  father  refused  to  allow  the  inspector  to  vaccinate  them,  although  he 
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knew  that  small-pox  was  in  the  house.     Both  children  contracted  the  disease  on  May  21,  and 
died  on  May  25. 

The  same  inspector  found  an  unvaccinated  baby  in  a  tenement-house  in  Ludlow  street, 
and  in  the  same  family  a  child  nine  years  of  age,  who  had  not  been  vaccinated  sancc  in&ncy. 
The  parents,  who  were  German,  refused  to  have  them  vaccinated.  Small-pox  was  in  the 
house  at  the  time.  They  both  took  the  disease  within  two  weeks  from  that  date,  and  were 
removed  to  the  hospital,  where  the  baby  died  on  the  fifth  day.  The  other  child  had  a  very 
slight  attack  and  recovered. 

On  June  i6th,  a  vaccinator  called  at  a  large  tenement -house  in  East  Eleventh  street  and 
offered  vaccination  in  both  front  and  rear  houses.  They  were  occupied  exclusively  by  Ger- 
mans. He  succeeded  in  vaccinating  only  two  persons,  and  those  in  the  rear  house,  though 
he  visited  the  houses  several  times,  and  the  people  knew  that  small-pox  was  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. He  found  three  unvaccinated  babies  in  the  front  house.  On  July  16,  just  one  month 
from  the  time  of  his  first  visit,  the  last  of  these  three  children  died  of  small-pox — all  of  the 
cases  having  been  concealed  until  after  death.  The  inspector  then  vaccinated  twenty>one 
people  in  the  two  houses ;  no  other  cases  have  occurred  there  since. 

A  family  living  in  East  Sixth  street  had  two  children  whom  they  refused,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  have  vaccinated,  nor  woulc|  any  of  the  older  members  of  the  family  consent  to 
be  vaccinated,  A  few  days  afterward  one  of  the  children  contracted  small-pox  and  died. 
The  case  was  concealed  from  the  Department.  The  other  child  and  one  adult  took  the 
disease  from  the  first  case.     The  child  died,  the  adult  recovered. 

A  man  in  Allen  street  contracted  small-pox.  He  was  attended  by  his  wife  and  mother, 
who  refused  to  be  vaccinated,  although  neither  of  them  had  been  since  infancy.  On  July  5 
the  wife  was  taken  sick  with  small-pox  and  died. 

At  No.  —  Ludlow  street  there  were  found  two  children  in  one  family  of  Germans  whom 
the  inspector  could  not  vaccinate,  although  small-pox  was  in  the  next  house.  During  the 
next  ten  days  they  were  both  taken'down  with  the  disease. 

A  case  of  small-pox  was  discovered  in  Norfolk  street.  After  it  was  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital the  inspector  succeeded  in  vaccinating  all  the  inmates  with  the  exception  of  one  baby, 
whose  parents  would  not  consent  to  it.  He  called  there  several  times  during  the  following 
two  weeks,  each  time  trying  to  persuade  the  mother  to  have  the  child  vaccinated,  but  failed. 
Upon  his  last  visit  the  child  was  found  in  the  first  stage  of  small-pox. 

In  a  large  tenement-house  in  East  Third  street,  containing  nine  families,  all  Germans,  an 
unvaccinated  child  was  taken  sick  with  small-pox  and"  concealed  until  after  death.  The  in- 
spector who  called  to  vaccinate  found  a  family,  consisting  of  the  parents  and  three  children, 
whom  he  was  unable  to  vaccinate,  as  the  parents  did  not  believe  in  it.  Fourteen  da3rs  after- 
ward the  youngest  of  these,  an  infant,  took  the  disease  and  died.  Another,  three  years  of 
age,  came  down  with  it  and  recovered,  to  be  followed,  one  week  afterward,  by  the  third,  who 
died,  making  two  deaths  out  of  three  cases.  There  were  no  other  cases  in  the  house,  as  the 
other  inmates  had  all  been  vaccinated. 

In  the  adjoining  house,  containing  four  families,  also  Germans,  a  case  was  concealed  in 
the  basement.  An  unvaccinated  child,  three  years  of  age,  on  the  first  floor,  contracted  small- 
pox and  died.  The  father  was  then  attacked  by  the  disease,  and  was  concealed  in  a  small 
closet,  where  he  died  on  the  tenth  day.  An  unvaccinated  child,  four  years  of  age,  on  the 
second  floor,  was  next  attacked,  and  also  died.  The  mother  of  the  last  mentioned,  who  had 
been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  had  a  very  slight  attack  and  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  At 
the  time,  she  was  nursing  an  unvaccinated  baby,  three  weeks  old.     This  child  accompanied 
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the  mother  and  was  vaccinated  the  same  day  it  went  to  the  hospital,  after  having  been  ex- 
posed Jo  small-pox  two  days.  The  vaccination  took  well  and  developed  a  perfect  vesicle. 
At  about  the  tenth  day  of  the  vaccination  it  showed  a  slight  papular  eruption  which  lasted 
three  or  four  days.     Probably  it  was  vaccinia,  as  no  vesicles  were  developed. 

An  inspector  called  at  No.  —  East  Eleventh  street  to  vaccinate  the  inmates  of  that 
house.  These  people  had  all  been  exposed  to  small-pox  a  few  days  previously.  He  found 
three  children  in  one  family  who  needed  re- vaccination,  but  the  parents  refused  to  have  it 
done.  Within  one  month,  the  youngest  of  these  took  small-pox  and  died.  In  another  family 
in  the  same  house  there  were  four  unvaccinated  children  whose  parents  did  not  believe  in 
vaccination.  One  of  these  was  taken  down  each  week  until  they  had  all  been  removed  to  the 
hospital.  During  this  time,  in  spite  of  repeated  efforts  of  the  inspector,  they  would  not 
allow  any  of  them  to  be  vaccinated. 

The  inmates  of  house  No  —  East  Eleventh  street  were  exposed  to  small-pox.  One  of 
our  inspectors  called  and  found  three  babies  whose  parents  would  not  allow  them  to  be  vac- 
cinated. One  week  afterward  one  of  them  was  taken  down  with  small-pox  and  died.  During 
the  following  two  weeks  the  other  two  died  of  the  same  disease.  The  parents  of  these 
children  were  Germans.  ' 

At  No.  —  St.  Mark's  place  a  concealed  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  a  family  living  in 
the  basement.  About  two  weeks  subsequently,  a  woman  living  on  the  top  floor,  who  had 
frequently  visited  the  family  in  the  basement,  broke  out  with  the  same  disease,  followed  the 
next  week  by  another  case  in  the  family  where  the  first  one  occurred.  This  last  case  was 
reported  to  the  department.  When  the  inspector  visited  the  house  he  found  three  unvacci- 
nated children,  aged  respectively,  3)^  years,  2  years,  and  14  days,  in  an  Irish  family,  whose 
parents  were  offered  vaccination.  These  were  the  only  unvaccinated  people  in  the  house. 
After  several  visits  the  inspector  succeeded  m  vaccinating  the  two  oldest  children;  but  too 
late,  however,  as  they  broke  out  with  small-pox  three  days  subsequently.  The  youngest  child 
was  dying  from  marasmus  at  the  time,  so  it  was  not  vaccinated.  No  other  cases  occurred 
here. 

During  the  month  of  March  a  concealed  case  of  small-pox  was  found  at  No.  —  Tenth 
avenue.  The  patient  died  before  he  could  be  removed  to  the  hospital.  He  had  been  sick 
twenty-one  days  when  discovered,  and  had  not  been  vaccinated  since  infancy.  His  wife,  who 
attended  him  all  through  his  sickness,  and  her  four  children,  had  been  successfully  vaccinated 
by  one  of  our  inspectors  a  few  weeks  previously,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had 
slept  in  the  same  room  with  this  case  for  twenty-one  nights,  none  of  them  contracted  the 
disease.  This  was  in  a  tenement  house  occupied  by  about  eighteen  families ;  and  upon  a 
careful  search  through  all  the  apartments,  five  cases  of  small-pox  were  discovered  and  removed 
to  the  hospital.  All  the  remaining  people  were  vaccinated  and  no  other  cases  occurred.  None 
of  those  who  were  taken  sick  had  been  vaccinated  within  seven  years. 

In  the  month  of  May  small-pox  broke  out  in  a  German  family  which  consisted  of  the  parents 
and  seven  unvaccinated  children  living  in  Second  street.  The  people  were  opposed  to  vac- 
cination and  would,  under  no  circumstances,  permit  it  to  be  performed  upon  their  children, 
though  they  themselves  had  been  vaccinated  in  Germany  when  children,  on  account  of  the 
compulsory  law.  Within  one  week  from  the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  the  family  all  seven 
of  the  children  were  taken  down  with  it  and  removed  to  the  hospital.  The  parents  escaped  it 
altogether. 

In  the  same  month  the  inspector  working  m  that  street  found  at  No.  —  a  number  of 
unvaccinated  children  which  he  could  not  vaccinate,  in  spite  of  repeated  visits.     On  May  22, 
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two  of  these  children  broke  out  with  small-pox  ;  on  May  26,  two  cases ;  on  May  27,  one  case ; 
on  June  5,  three  cases ;  and  on  June  6,  one  case,  making  nine  in  all,  which  occorred  in  this  one 
house.  On  July  18,  a  girl,  7  years  of  age,  died  of  small-pox — a  concealed  case ;  on  July  24, 
two  cases  were  reported ;  and  on  July  26,  two  others  were  found  in  the  same  house.  All  of 
these  people  had  been  urged  to  be  vaccinated  when  the  first  case  occurred,  but  wonld  not  con- 
sent. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  very  many  Instances  of  small-pox  occurring  where  it  could 
have  been  prevented  in  the  simplest  manner,  but  for  the  imreasonable  prejudice  entertained 
by  a  great  many  of  the  poor  people  of  this  city,  who  are  almost  invariably  found  to  belong  to 
our  foreign  population. 

PREJUDICES  AGAINST  VACCINATION. 

There  are  several  absurd  and  dangerous  beliefs  regarding  the  subjects  of  vaccination  to  be 
found  among  the  diflferent  classes  and  nationalities  of  people  whom  we  encounter.  Among 
the  poorer  Germans  the  idea  is  deeply  seated  and  very  difficult  to  eradicate,  that  vaccination 
should  never  be  performed  upon  those  who  are  in  danger  of  exposure  to  the  contagion  of 
small-pox,  or  who  have  been  already  exposed,  as  those  vaccinated  under  such  circamstances 
are  sure  to  be  attacked  with  the  disease.  This  belief  is  very  general  among  them,  and  is  en- 
couraged by  many  of  their  physicians  either  through  ignorance  or  design.  We  can  easily  sec 
how  people  entirely  ignorant  r^;arding  the  manner  in  which  this  disease  spreads  might  be 
led  to  believe  that  there  is  some  truth  in  this ;  but  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  understand  how  an 
educated  physician  can  encourage  it.  Small-pox  may  break  out  upon  a  person  vaccinated  at 
any  time  after  the  date  of  the  vaccination  up  to  the  time  tha^  the  yaccine  disease  asserts  its 
full  protective  influence ;  but  that  can  always  be  attributed  to  a  prior  reception  of  the  conta- 
gion of  the  disease  into  the  system.  The  occasional  occurrence  of  such  instances  gives  rise  to 
this  belief.  We  have  not  infrequently  found  a  large  family  of  children  unprotected  against 
small-pox  who  had  been  exposed  to  it,  and  in  spite  of  all  our  eflforts  we  have  been  imable  to 
induce  their  parents  to  consent  to  their  vaccination.  In  such  cases  we  have  been  obliged  to 
stand  idly  by  and  allow  the  disease  to  take  its  course.  I  have  already  given  a  few  of  the 
numerous  instances  which  have  come  under  our  personal  observation.  Many  of  these  igno- 
rant people  have  such  an  acute  idea  of  the  protection  given  by  an  All-wise  Father  to  His  chil- 
dren against  all  diseases  which  **  flesh  is  heir  to,"  that  they  will  meekly  submit  to  an  affliction 
from  small- pox,  and  call  it  ''the  will  of  God,"  instead  of  taking  advantage  of  one  of  the 
greatest  boons  which  He  has  conferred  upon  man — a  gift  which,  if  properly  used,  wUl  eradi- 
cate from  the  face  of  the  earth  one  of  the  most  virulent  and  fatal  of  diseases.  It  is  with 
people  such  as  these  that  a  law  compelling  the  vaccination  of  infants  would  seem  to  be  of  the 
greatest  benefit,  and  this  is  the  only  class  for  whom  we  actually  need  anything  of  the  kind. 
But  with  patience  and  perseverance,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  we  hope  and  sincerely 
believe  that  such  prejudices  will  be  overcome,  and  that  we  will  be  able  to  vaccinate  all  who 
require  it,  at  the  proper  time,  without  the  assistance  of  any  compulsory  law.  It  has  been  a 
surprise  to  us  to  see  how  readily  a  great  proportion  of  the  people  take  to  vaccination,  and 
though  they  will  not  always  consent  to  be  vaccinated  by  us,  still,  we  impress^thc  necessity  of 
it  upon  their  minds  so  forcibly  that  they  take  the  first  opportunity  to  apply  to  their  family 
physician  for  that  purpose.  As  every  tenement  house  in  the  city  b  visited  by  us  at  least  twice 
each  year,  the  subject  is  kept  fresh  in  their  minds,  and  much  more  work  is  accomplished  than 
we  get  credit  for  or  the  general  public  have  any  idea  of.     It  is  very  unfortunate  that  a  phy- 
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sician  should  be  found  in  this  city,  or  the  country  even,  who  is  opposed  to  vaccination.  It  is 
a  fact  that  there  are  many  such,  nevertheless.  From  the  experience  we  have  had  we  think 
that  their  prejudice  arises  from  a  want  of  success  in  vaccinating  more  than  anything  else. 
Frequent  failures  in  attempts  to  vaccinate  ;  erysipelas,  abscesses,  sloughing  and  sores  when  it 
does  take,  the  causes  of  which  are  not  imderstood  by  them,  are  usually  found  to  be  the  origin 
of  their  prejudice.  It  is  in  the  selection  of  virus  that  most  of  their  trouble  originates.  Many 
men  are  in  the  habit  of  collecting  for  themselves.  This  requires  considerable  experience  to 
become  proficient  in,  and  should  never  be  attempted  by  any  one  who  has  not  had  careful  in- 
struction. Still  we  see  men  collecting  all  the  virus  used  by  them  in  a  large  practice,  con- 
stantly, who  do  rot  even  follow  rules  relatmg  to  it  which  they  have  no  excuse  for  neglecting — 
rules  such  as  are  considered  indispensable  by  us,  and  which,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  would 
greatly  reduce  the  number  of  bad  results  which  they  so  often  have.  It  is  their  common  prac- 
tice to  take  virus  from  a  vesicle  at  any  period  after  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  up  to  the  time  that 
it  will  no  longer  yield  moisture,  regardless  of  the  extent  of  the  areola  surrounding  it,  and 
of  the  contents  of  the  vesicle. 

The  man  who  takes  virus  after  the  eighth  day — the  day  prescribed  by  all  authorities  from 
the  time  of  Jenner  down  to  the  present  period — unless  he  has  had  experience  and  can  justly  be 
called  an  expert,  runs  a  very  dangerous  risk,  "i^o  doubt  the  use  of  such  virus  will  cause  un- 
necessary trouble,  such  as  excessive  inflammation  and  sloughing  sores.  These  are  the  physi- 
cians who  condemn  the  practice  of  vaccination  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  discredit 
upon  it,  not  knowing  that  it  is  their  ignorance  of  the  subject  which  causes  all  their  trouble. 
Sore  arms  and  erysipelas  will  follow  the  use  of  the  best  and  purest  virus  occasionally,  but  the 
number  of  such  instances  will,  as  a  rule,  be  in  proportion  to  the  care  taken  in  its  collection. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  unfortunate  that  the  word  varioloid  was  ever  brought  into 
popular  use.  Many  physicians  are  in  the  habit  of  calling  small-pox  occurring  in  people  who 
have  ever  been  vaccinated,  varioloid,  no  matter  how  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  that  opera- 
tion was  performed,  nor  how  severe  the  disease  may  be.  When  it  appears  in  a  mild  form 
they  are  apt  to  speak  of  it  to  those  interested  in  the  patient,  in  a  careless  manner,  leading 
them  to  believe  that  it  is  not  only  comparatively  harmless,  but  not  at  all  likely  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  others.  Every  physician  of  experience  in  small-pox  knows  that  the  mildest  case 
may  convey  the  disease  in  its  most  dangerous  form  to  others.  Where  a  fatal  case  occurs  in  a 
tenement -house  it  is  not  difiicult,  usually,  for  us  to  vaccinate  all  who  require  it,  living  in  the 
same  house,  and  many  in  the  adjoining  houses ;  but  if  the  case  is  a  mild  one,  particularly 
if  occurring  in  a  child,  and  the  attending  physician  has  once  given  it  the  name  of  varioloid, 
the  people  speak  very  slightingly  of  the  danger  and  often  will  not  have  their  unprotected 
babies  vaccinated,  even  if  they  live  on  the  same  floor,  thereby  merely  indorsing  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  their  physicians.  Instead  of  speaking  carelessly  of  a  case,  no  matter  how  light 
it  may  be,  the  danger  which  might  arise  from  it  should  be  magnified,  if  such  a  thing  is  possible, 
and  fear  of  it  encouraged  instead  of  being  discouraged.  No  doubt  physicians  are  to  a  great 
degree  responsible  for  the  careless  manner  in  which  people  treat  this,  as  well  as  all  other  dan- 
gerous contagious  diseases.  We  very  frequently  meet  with  people,  and  they  are  not  always 
to  be  found  among  the  class  called  ignorant,  who  actually  believe  that  varioloid  is  a  distinct 
disease  from  small-pox,  and  it  is  difficult  to  convince  them  to  the  contrary.  How  often  do 
physicians,  in  reporting  a  case  to  this  Department,  remark  that  it  is  varioloid  in  a  very  mild 
form,  and  though  occurring  in  a  tenement -house  filled  with  people,  state  that  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  its  being  communicated  to  others  on  that  account.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  if 
non- medical  people  should  judge  of  it  in  the  same  manner?  If  the  word  varioloid  was  given 
up  altogether  by  the  profession,  its  use  discouraged  and  condemned,  and  the  disease  called  by 
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its  projTcr  name,  small -pox,  in  every  instance,  one  great  cause  for  mistaken  ideas  coiifCeniiQg 
the  di«iease  would  be  removed*  The  mere  fact  of  small-pox  appeairing  in  persons  wbo  kn 
been  vaccinatetl,  though  that  operation  may  haVe  been  successfully  performed  uianyyeusp 
vioufily^  cerCiimlydoes  nntju.^tify  us  in  calling  the  dii^asse  when  it  uppears  under  such  iiiixa- 
»tancef,  by  a  name  which  h  interpreted  by  many  to  mean  a  something  utterly  diflercnt  bs 
small-pox. 


QUALIFICATIONS  OF  PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  we  have  encountered  since  the  organization  of  thU  wqj^ 
was  the  almost  entire  kck  of  knowledge  concerninj*  this  subject  displayed  by  our  vacdniioa 
Very  few  had  any  experience,  and  some  had  never  even  seen  the  operation  pcrformdL  Se»* 
ertheless  they  j>upf>osed  it  was  a  very  simple  operation  and  that  they  could  be^a  woft  <t 
once  successfully,  without  sj>ecial  instruction.  After  witnessiin^  the  results  of  one  or  iw 
week^'  work  their  minds  were  disabused  of  this  fallacy, 

A  poor  vaccinator  will  deteriorate  virus.     The  vesicles  will  not   properly  de\'ckp»  c«i 
uj>on  healthy  subjects,  but  will  present  a  flabby,  soft,  irregular  appearance,  and  if  an  attflupJ 
is  made  to  collect  virus  from  them,  very  little  will  be  obtained.     It  is  lymph  from  aich  vt^lf^ 
which,  if  used  by  the  same  imperfect  vaccinators  from  week  to  week,  will  dcgeaeriittt  ^ 
finally,  not  only  fail  to  develop  a  vesicle,  but  will  cause  only  a  slight  irritation,  bearing  no  cn^Jf 
resemblance  to  a  vaccine  vesicle  than  to  a  blister.     The  same  virui,  after  being  run  down  vc:) 
low,  if  used  by  a  good  vaccinator,  will  soon  be  brought  back  to  the  old  standard  and  will  be  JTi4 
as  perfect  in  its  action,  as  thoroughly  protective  against  siiiall-pox  as  originally,     II  bism- 
giilar  fact  that  there  are  men  who  would  ordbiarily  be  called  succeiisful  vaccinators,  that  i*» 
they  ma^  have  but  few  absolute  failurt^  still,  whose  primary  vaccinations  are  utterly  ti$^ 
to  collect  virus  from,  as  they  never  present  the  characteristics  of  vesicles  suitable  for  ttal  ^* 
pose.     The  vesicles  may  be   w  small  that  the  true  phenomena  of  the  vaccine  disease  are  iwE 
thoroughly  imparted  ;  or  may  be  so  large  and  irregular  in  shape  as  to  rupture  by  the  a^^^ 
day,  or  even  earlier,     Such  vaccuiations  as  the  latter  are  often  accompanied  by  vbletil  fcbrf^ 
symptoms  which,  if  occurring  in  an  infant  undergoing  dentition^  may  cause  convalsioiis,  ^f 
if  the  child's  blood  is  in  an  unhealthy  condition  from  scrofula  or  malaria,  or  is  sidTering  frtxa 
insufficient  or  imperfect  regimen,  it  may  cause  the  vaccination  to  run  an  irregular  coarbc^  ^' 
veloping  axillary  abscesses,  erysipcla.%  erythema,  or  sloughing  sores  at  the  point  of  vafcinis- 
tion,  which  are  often  slow  to  heal  and  cause  a  serious  Loss  of  the  diild^s  strength,     Wbcihef 
vaccinations  such  as  these  afford  the  protection  against  small-pox  which  is  desired,  or  no',  & 
a  question  which  time  alone  will  determine.     Uncjuest  ion  ably  they  do  cause  a  certain  amocBl 
of  prejudice  against  vaccination  in  the  miuds  of  parents,  often  to  such  a  degree  that  \hty  *i'^ 
refuse  to  have  other  children  vaccinated  until  exposure  to  small -pox  compels  it ;  and  then  fre- 
quently it  is  too  late  to  afiford  protection.     That    poor  vaccinators  will  give   rise  to  itti^ 
such  as  1  have  narrated,  where  others,  using  the  same  vims  and  working  under  ILkeconditioO** 
will  very  rarely  do  so,  is  a  fact  which  has  been  demonstrated  beyond  question  during  our  p»^ 
fifteen  months'  experience.     Even  though  such  vaccinations  may  prove  to  be  thoroughly  pro^ 
tective  against  small-pox,  prejudice  excited   in  the  minds  of  the  people  is  of  the  most  serio«l 
consequence  to  us.     We  have  no  legislative  act  compelling  vaccination,  and  consequently  art 
obliged  to  rely  upon  their  willingness  to  be  vacciuatetl,  and  unless  they  believe  impliciUy  "ii 
its  harmlessness  and  in  the  protection  which  it  affords,  all  our  efforts  to  vaccinate  them  will 
be  fuUle.     The  remark  has  become  proverbial  among  our  inspectors  that  where  a  sore  arm  hai. 
been  caused  in  a  tenement -house,  it   is  utterly  useless  to  attempt  to  vaccinate  there  agaio^ 
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Every  practitioner  of  experience  knows  how  deeply  seated  is  the  belief,  more  particularly 
among  ignorant  people,  that  evil  results  are  always  caused  by  bad  virus,  or,  as  they  say,  **  a 
bad  *  pock.'  "  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in  this  statement,  but  we  must  not  forget 
that  a  poor  vaccinator  is  more  frequently  the  cause  of  it. 

To  be  a  good  public  vaccinator  requires  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  manner  of  vacci- 
nating, great  patience,  a  willingness  to  put  up  with  all  kinds  of  abuse  from  ignorant  people, 
and  tact  in  presenting  the  importance  of  vaccination  to  them  so  plainly  as  to  overcome  all 
scruples,  prejudices  and  objections  which  may  exist  in  their  minds.  We,  as  medical  men, 
must  impress  upon  the  minds  of  our  patients  the  necessity  of  their  being  vaccinated  by  those 
c^ualified  to  do  it,  and  no  physician  should  midertake  the  operation  unless  he  regards  himself 
as  competent  to  do  so.  This  is  a  subject  not  so  difficult  to  comprehend  nor  so  hard  to  learn. 
Any  physician  with  proper  instruction  will  soon  be  able  to  tell  the  difference  between  a  per- 
fect and  an  imperfect  vesicle  and  the  cause  of  imperfect  vesicles  being  formed  ;  also  how  to 
scarify  and  to  apply  virus  so  that  he  may  almost  guarantee  success ;  how  to  collect  virus,  and 
^he  subjects  to  collect  from. 

There  are  many  physicians  in  this  city  even,  where  greater  opportunities  are  afforded  for 

l)ecoming  conversant  with  this  subject  than  almost  anywhere  else,  who  cannot  distinguish  a 

j>erfect  vesicle,  one  thoroughly  protective,  from  a  vesicle  which  will  be  of  very  little  protection. 

This  branch  of  medical  science  requires  actual  experience  rather  than  theoretical  knowledge 

to  make  one  proficient.     No  matter  how  much  may  be  read  upon  the  subject,  nor  how  often 

tli^  physician  may  have  seen  the  operation  performed,  until  he  tries  it  himself  under  the  eye 

2Li3c3  guidance  of  an  experienced  man,  he  will  never  get  the  correct  idea  of  it  nor  will  he  he- 

cr<i>x^e  an  expert  vaccinator. 

The  medical  profession,  and  the  people  generally,  must  learn  that  vaccination  is  not  such 

^     c  xivial  operation  as  that  it  can  be  performed  by  any  one,  and  in  any  manner,  and  with  fluid 

1 531.^1^ en  from  any  kind  of  vesicle,  whether  upon  the  very  first  day  it  will  yield  virus  or  up  to  the 

t.M.mrx-^e  that  it  ceases  to  flow.     They  should  keep  before  their  minds  the  fact  that  vaccination  is 

irx-apDarting  a  disease  which  must  run  a  regular  course,  and  must  be  watched  over  with  the  most 

^•^^^^'Jpulouscare ;  and  the  young  practitioner  must  learn  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  responsibility 

^**  ^^J-clied  to  ever}'  vaccination,  and  that  each  operation  must  be  performed  w^ith  care,  neatness, 

^*"*~*^^  cleanliness ;  that  the  instruments  used,  the  manner  of  scarifying,  the  size  of  the  scarifica- 

*^^*^»    the  kind  of  virus  employed,  the  appearance  of  pure,  eighth-day  lymph,  the  kind  of  sub- 

^^^^^s  to  take  virus  from,  must   be  all  considered   and  thoroughly  understood.     Those,  and 

^  '^os^  only,  who  possess  all  these  requirements,  should  attempt  to  vaccinate,  if  vaccination  ever 

^^    ^  <^    "be  proved  to  the  general  public  to  be  the  prophylactic  against  small-pox  that  we  know  it 

'■^   ^^>^.     Vaccinations  performed  by  mothers  of  families,  by  nurses,  and  the  proverbial    **old 

^^*iEXcn,"  and  even  by  inexperienced  medical  practitioners,  bring  discredit  upon  the  practice. 

^  not  unusual  for  us  to  find  whole  families  of  children  who  have  been   vaccinated   by  their 

^'^'^^Viers,  and,  upon  close  inquiries,  we  generally  learn  that  the  material  was  obtained   from   a 

^^hbor*s  child,  or  even  an  adult  who   had   been  vaccinated   some  time   previously.     It   is 

^^^^rally  taken  from  re-vaccinations,  and  at  the  time  when  the  vesicle  begins  to  nm.     The 

^*^^tter,  for  such  it  generally  is,  is  obtained  as  it  is  running  from  the  arm,  and  the  instrument 

^^*^<id  is  a  needle.     This  will  sometimes  show  some  effect,  and  occasionally  cause  a  very  bad 

^*^te,  which  is  supposed  by  them  to  be  a  sure  sign  of  success ;  and  when  these  children  are 

^^ken  down  with  small-pox  all  faith  in  vaccination  is  at  an  end  with  their  parents,  and  with 

^^uuiy  others  who  are  aware  of  the  circumstances.     It  is  difficult  to  persuade  those  persons  to 

^  vaccinated  who  have  lost  children  or  friends  by  small-pox  after  it  was  supposed  they  had 

lO 
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been  well  vaccinated.      This  class  constitutes  the  majority  of  the  American  people  1H10 
are  prejudiced  against  vaccination. 


DIFFICULTIES  ENCOUNTERED  IN  COLLECTING   VIRUS. 

We  find  considerable  objection  to  our  opening  vesicles  for  the  collection  of  vims,  among 
-all  classes  and  nationalities,  though  it  is  more  apparent  among  the  Germans.  It  is  impossible 
to  overcome  this  objection  with  many,  but  with  others,  where  we  promise  to  hold  ourselTCS 
responsible  for  any  trouble  that  they  apprehend,  their  consent  can  be  gained.  A  few  wish  to 
have  the  vesicles  opened,  more  particularly  among  the  English  and  Irish,  as  they  believe  that 
it  relieves  the  inflammation  and  swelling  which  appear  upon  the  ninth  and  tenth  days.  As 
arm  to  arm  vaccination  is  practiced  almost  entirely  in  their  countries,  they  have  seen  the  hazm- 
lessness  of  opening  the  vesicles.  This  objection  is  not  so  serious  as  to  interfere  with  our  work, 
though  it  causes  delay  in  coUecting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  virus.  The  objection  which  the 
most  of  them  raise  is  that  it  causes  irritation  and  delays  healing.  Our  experience,  however, 
proves  this  not  to  be  the  rule,  but  rather  the  exception.  When  care  is  used  in  puncturing, 
and  not  too  much  lymph  taken  from  the  vesicle,  that  is,  when  the  vesicle  is  not  irritated  so  as 
to  be  noticed  at  the  time,  by  the  constant  rubbing  of  the  quills  over  it,  no  unusual  amount  of 
inflammation  will  be  produced.  Nature  seems  to  relieve  very  large,  plump  vesicles  by  raptur- 
ing them  and  allowing  a  part  of  their  contents  to  escape,  often  as  early  as  the  eighth  day,  bat 
more  frequently  the  ninth,  thereby  probably  diminishing  the  inflammation,  and  I  believe  that, 
by  collecting  the  lymph  as  it  flows,  in  a  careful  manner,  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  there 
being  any  more  inflammation,  if  as  much,  than  there  otherwise  would  have  been. 

We  seldom  have  complaints  made  about  babies  from  whom  virus  has  been  collected, 
though  we  would  be  sure  to  hear  from  them  if  such  did  occur,  on  account  of  the  pains 
taken  to  watch  them  subsequently,  and  the  directions  which  we  give  the  people,  in  order  to 
hear  from  them  if  trouble  follows.  They  feel  that  they  have  a  greater  claim  upon  our  atten- 
tion, and  often  bring  their  babies  for  us  to  look  at,  fearing  that  the  inflammation  is  too  great, 
when  the  disease  is  found  to  be  running  a  perfectly  r^ular  course.  Of  course  the  infants  that 
we  collect  from  are  among  the  healthiest  we  have,  those  least  likely  to  develop  complications, 
and  this  fact  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 


SMALL-POX  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Considerable  small-pox  has  occurred  in  the  various  asylums,  reformatories,  and  charitable 
institutions  of  the  city  during  the  past  fifteen  months,  notably  so  in  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Tenth  avenue  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second  street.  One  of 
the  Teachers  in  this  institution  died  of  the  small-pox,  in  the  building.  No  precautions  to 
protect  the  inmates  were  taken,  as  the  natiu-e  of  the  disease  was  not  known  until  the  persons 
who  had  been  exposed  began  to  be  taken  do>\ni  with  it.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  cases 
occurred  in  rapid  succession,  showing  that  the  source  of  the  contagion  was  from  the  teacher. 
As  soon  as  possible  we  vaccinated  all  the  inmates,  numbering  559,  both  employees  and  pupils.. 
The  spread  of  the  disease  was  stopped  at  once,  not  a  case  occurring  after  vaccination.  A 
large  number  were  found  never  to  have  been  vaccinated. 

In  the  Juvenile  Asylum,  situated  in  the  same  part  of  the  city,  one  case  occurred  directly 
afterward,  but  as  that  was  removed  as  soon  as  discovered,  and  the  inmates  vaccinated  on 'the 
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same  day,  no  other  cases  followed.  In  this  building  560  were  vaccinated,  44  for  the  first 
time,  though  they  were  all  over  six  years  of  age.  Our  success  at  the  first  vaccinations  in  .this 
institution  was  eighty-five  per  cent.  Instances  similar  to  these  have  occurred  in  several  other 
institutions,  and  where  we  have  been  allowed  to  vaccinate  freely,  the  disease  has  been  im- 
mediately arrested.  The  large  number  of  unvaccinated  children  found  in  these  two  institutions 
shows  a  great  degree  of  neglect  on  this  subject,  although  this  large  proportion  of  primaries 
is  no  greater  than  will  usually  be  found  in  the  other  institutions  of  the  city  containing  chil- 
dren. Upon  oiu*  recommendation,  hereafter  all  children,  upon  admission  to  these  institutions, 
will  be  compelled  to  be  vaccinated,  unless  the  operation  has  recently  been  performed  upon 
them.  • 

VACCINATION  AMONG  THE  VAGRANTS. 

In  March,  1875,  several  cases  of  small- pox  occurred  among  the  vagrants  who  congregated 
in  the  city  at  the  beginning  of  the  cold  season.  As  nearly  all  found  nightly  accommodations 
in  the  various  police  stations,  we,  with  the  assistance  of  the  police,  began  a  system  of  vacci- 
nation among  them,  and  succeeded  in  vaccinating  all  who  required  it.  Our  plan  was  to  choose 
p>articularly  cold  nights,  such  as  would  not  admit  their  sleeping  out-doors,  and  to  place  one 
vaccinator  at  each  police  station.  As  no  compulsion  could  be  used,  they  were  informed  by 
the  police,  as  they  applied  for  admission,  that  accommodation  would  be  furnished  them,  if 
they  would  submit  to  vaccination.  Nearly  all  consented  without  hesitation ;  though  some 
would  go  to  other  police  stations,  only  to  have  the  same  thing  told  them  there,  and  finally 
were  obliged  to  submit  to  it.  .  Six  days  afterward  they  were  all  examined,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  re- vaccinated,  if  necessary,  and  again  examined.  By  this  means  1,793  vagrants,  male 
and  female,  were  vaccinated ;  all,  in  fact,  who  lodged  in  quarters  furnished  by  the  city.  We 
can  pretty  safely  say,  from  the  thorough  manner  in  which  this  was  done,  that  very  few  of 
them  escaped  vaccination.  There  has  not  been  so  much  small-pox  among  this  class  since. 
The  success  obtained  was  very  good,  though  we  could  get  no  positive  information  in  regard 
to  every  individual  vaccination,  as  they  were  constantly  shifting  around  from  one  police  station 
to  another,  seldom  sleeping  in  the  same  place  on  two  consecutive  nights,  and  also  going  to 
and  coming  from  the  neighboring  cities.  The  same  plan  was  followed  in  all  the  private 
lodging-houses,  as  far  as  possible,  with  equally  good  success. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  CIRCULARS  AND  PLACARDS  AS  A  MEANS 
OF  INCREASING  VACCINATION. 

At  the  beginning  of  June,  1875,  as  small-pox  was  very  prevalent,  and  in  order  to  give 

people  who  were  employed  during  the  day-time  an  opportunity  to  be  vaccinated,  circulars 

were  issued  by  this  Department,  in  both  English  and  German — of  which  the  following  is  a 

copy — which  were  distributed  by  our  Inspectors  through  all  the  tenement-houses  they  visited. 

The  following  is  the  circular  : 

Hbalth  Departmbnt,         ) 
No.  301  MoTT  Street,  New  York,  j 

During  the  month  of  June,  1875,  free  vaccination  will  be  performed  at  No.  30Z  Mott  street  every  evening, 
from  7  to  9  o'clock,  and  on  Sundays,  fir»m  to  a.m.  to  za  m..  and  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  This,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
time  for  vaccinations.  The  Board  of  Health  hopes  that  those  who  are  unable  to  be  vaccinated  at  other  times 
will  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  C.  F.  CHANDLER,  Pnndent. 

Emmons  Clark,  Secretary, 
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A  great  many  vaccinations  were  performed  by  this  means,  which  could  not  otherwise  have 
been  obtained.  Large  pasteboard  placards,  in  English  and  German,  showing  the  advantages 
arising  from  vaccination,  and  directions  how  to  have  it  done  gratuitously,  were  nailed  up  in 
tenement-houses,  street  cars  and  public  buildings,  which  largely  increased  the  xuimber  of  our 
applicants.  All  requests  for  vaccination,  sent  by  mail  or  messenger,  were  always  promptly 
attended  to,  and  every  means  in  our  power  taken  to  impress  physicians  and  the  public  gener- 
ally with  the  fact  that  we  would  send  inspectors  to  vaccinate  all  who  could  not  call  at  oor 
office ;  and  physicians  lyho  had  patients  too  poor  to  pay  for  vaccination,  coidd  obtain  vims 
from  us  gratuitously  for  that  purpose ;  or,  by  addressing  a  commimication  to  us,  givmg  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  persons  wishing  to  be  vaccinated,  we  would  send  an  inspector 
willingly  and  promptly. 

As  soon  as  a  case  of  small-pox  was  reported  at  this  office,  a  vaccinator  was  sent,  at  once, 
to  attend  to  the  vaccination  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  from  which  the  case  was  reported. 
If  it  was  in  a  tenement-house,  each  room  was  visited,  and  vaccination  urged ;  also  adjoining 
houses,  those  directly  opposite,  and  in  the  rear,  where  they  were  in  close  proximity.  The 
people  were  warned  of  their  danger,  and  if  they  would  not  consent  to  be  vaccinated  by  our 
officer,  were  urged  to  apply  to  their  family  physician.  A  copy  of  the  following  card,  fiUcd 
out,  was  left  in  each  apartment ;  one  was  also  left  at  each  private  house,  factory  and  shop  in 
the  neighborhood : 

SMALL-POX  NOTICE. 

The  Health  Department  notifies  you  that  there  is  a  case  of  sxnall-pox  at  No street, 

and  advises  you  to  see  that  all  the  inmates  of  your  house,  who  require  it.  are  vaccinated  immediately.  Upon 
application  at  this  office,  gratuitous  vaccination  will  be  performed,  or  by  sending  a  notice  requesting  it,  a  phy- 
sician will  call  at  your  house  at  once  for  that  purpose. 

WALTER  De  F.  DAY.  M.D..  Sanitary  Suft,  HeaUk  Deft. 
301  MoTT  St.,  Room  No.  38. 

These  cards  directed  many  people  to  us,  were  the  cause  of  a  great  many  requests  for  vac- 
cination being  sent,  and  also  induced  many  to  apply  to  their  family  physicians  and  dispensaries 
for  vaccination.  Each  infected  house  was  visited  at  intervals  of  from  five  to  seven  days  until 
the  period  of  incubation  of  the  disease  had  entirely  pas.sed.  This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  former  vaccinations,  and  also  to  discover  if  any  other  cases  had  broken  out. 

By  adopting  this  course,  it  is  impossible  for  persons  to  conceal  cases  from  us,  although 
the  attempt  is  frequently  made ;  and  many  cases  are  discovered,  nearly  always  at  the  b^in- 
ning  of  the  disease,  before  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  after  its  appearance  to  cause  much 
danger  from  contagion.  Wiien  the  subsequent  visits  are  made,  the  inspector  selects  a  time, 
if  possible,  when  he  will  find  most  of  the  residents  at  home,  and  if  there  are  any  that  cannot 
be  reached  by  this  means,  he  leaves  his  address,  with  directions  to  have  them  call  at  his  office 
for  that  purpose,  or  he  will  call  again  in  the  evening  or  on  Sunday,  if  more  vaccinations  can 
be  obtained  by  so  doing. 

Besides  the  many  cases  of  small-pox  discovered  by  this  means,  several  were  found  walking 
the  streets,  not  knowing  where  to  go,  and  one,  a  colored  man,  badly  broken-out  with  small- 
pox, was  found  by  one  of  our  inspectors  in  a  crowded  street  car.  All  such  cases  were  re- 
moved to  the  hospital  at  once.  I  regret  that  we  cannot  give  the  full  number  of  small-pox 
cases  found  by  the  vaccinators  during  this  period. 
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SALES  AND  GRATUITOUS  DISTRIBUTION  OF  VACCINE  VIRUS. 

The  sales  of  vaccine  virus  during  this  period  have  amounted  to  $1,229.08.  We  did  not 
begin  selling  until  after  January,  1875,  and  during  the  following  summer  sold  but  very  little, 
as  we  supplied  city  physicians  with  all  they  wished  gratuitously,  according  to  the  instructions 
of  our  Commissioners.  Another  reason  for  our  sales  not  being  larger,  is,  that  we  have  done 
little  advertising,  so  that  few  physicians,  druggists  and  Health  Departments  have  been  aware 
that  we  offer  it  for  sale.  It,  very  wisely,  has  been  the  desire  of  our  Board  to  increase  the 
use  of  vaccine  virus  by  every  means  possible,  viz. :  supplying  all  physicians  who  apply  to  us, 
with  all  they  might  require  to  vaccinate  their  poor  patients  with,  all  public  institutions — char- 
itable and  otherwise — free  of  charge,  rather  than  to  increase  our  sales. 

The  amount  of  virus  gratuitously  furnished  to  physicians  not  connected  with  the  Health 
Department,  to  vaccinate  patients  in  public  and  private  institutions,  was  13,246 quill  slips  and 
58  crusts.  Among  the  institutions  which  we  have  supplied  with  virus  may  be  named  nearly 
ever)'  one  in  the  city,  and  many  throughout  the  State.  We  freely  offered  to  furnish  vaccina- 
tors, as  well  as  virus,  when  our  other  labors  would  permit ;  although  where  there  were  resi- 
dent physicians  in  the  institutions  they  generally  attended  to  it  themselves. 

With  all  virus  sold  or  given  away  we  send  directions  such  as  the  following,  regarding  its 
use,  and  if  these  directions  are  strictly  followed,  guarantee  a  reasonable  amount  of  success  : 

DIRECTIO.NS    FOR    THE   USE  OF  QUILL   SLIPS. 

Scarify  over  a  surface  the  size  of  a  small  penny,  so  as  to  bring  a  slight  trace  of  blood  or 
serum.  Place  the  outside  of  the  square-cut  or  charged  end  of  the  quill  in  contact  with  this 
surface,  holding  it  there  and  gently  rubbing  for  a  moment,  and  the  virus  will  be  dissolved  and 
removed. 

Note. — Vaccine,  in  any  form,  should  always  be  kept  in  a  dry,  cool  place. 

DIRECTIONS   FOR   THE    USE   OF  VACCINE   CRUSTS. 

The  surest  method  of  vaccinating  is  to  insert  a  small  part  of  the  crust,  by  a  valvular  incision, 
in  or  immediately  under  the  skin,  as  superficially  as  possible,  so  that  it  will  remain  without 
band  or  plaster.     To  accomplish  this  any  narrow-bladed  lancet  is  suitable. 

Note. — Vaccine  crust  dissolved  in  water  or  glycerine  becomes  poisonous  in  a  few  hours 
from  decomposition. 

DIRECTIONS    FOR   THE   USE   OF  VIRUS    IN    CAPILLARY   TUBES. 

Break  off  each  end  of  the  tube.     Place  one  end  to  the  mouth,  and  gently  blow  the  virus 
upon  a  piece  of  glass  lightly  smeared  with  glycerine,  to  prevent  too  rapid  evaporation.     When  ^ 
an  ordinary  lancet  is  used,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  arms  scarified  previous  to  removing 
the  virus  from  the  tube.     When  Whittemore's  instrument  for  vaccinating  can  be  obtained, 
time  will  be  saved  by  its  use,  as  it  obviates  the  necessity  for  scarifying. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  in  testimony  of  the  willingness  invariably  shown 
by  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Vaccinating  Corps,  both  the  inspectors  and  the  clerks, 
to  perform  all  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  though  often  called  upon  at  unseasonable  hours  and 
at  times  when  they  could  reasonably  have  expected  to  have  '*  been  off  duty.'*    On  account  of 
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the  many  cases  of  small-pox  that  have  occurred  duVing  this  period  our  duties  have  demanded 
our  undivided  attention,  not  only  upon  all  regular  working  days,  but  frequently  upon  hotidays, 
Sundays,  and  evenings.  Although  no  extra  compensation  has  been  received  for  such  services, 
nevertheless,  these  gentlemen  have  always  cheerfully  responded  to  such  calls  of  duty.  I  can- 
not say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  vigilance  displayed  by  them  in  their  efforts  to  control  the 
epidemic  of  small-pox  in  our  midst,  to  popidarize  vaccination  and  advance  this  science. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  B.  TAYLOR,  M.  D., 

Inspector  of  Vaccination, 

Glanders  and  Farcy. — By  the  direction  of  the  Board,  I  caused  the 
following  circular  to  be  distributed  among  the  veterinary  surgeons 
of  the  city.  Through  reports  made,  at  its  request,  by  Dr.  A.  F. 
Liautard,  its  consulting  veterinary  surgeon,  the  Board  has  been  made 
aware  of  the  prevalence  of  glanders  and  farcy  among  the  horses  of  the 
city.  As,  however,  the  diseases  are  rarely  communicated  to  man,  it 
seemed  best  to  restrict  the  efforts  of  this  bureau  in  controlling  them  to 
enlisting  the  co-operation  of  those  who  are  naturally  brought  most  in 
contact  with  them. 

Health  Department — New  York. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Health  Department,  section  121  of 
the  Sanitary  Code  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Section  121.  That  no  person  shall  keep,  retain,  or  employ,  or  allow  to  be  kept  or  re- 
tained, at  any  place  within  or  adjacent  to  the  built-up  portions  of  the  City  of  New  York,  any 
horse,  ass,  or  colt,  having  the  disease  known  as  glanders  or  farcy,  but  shall  at  once  report  the 
fact  to  the  Board  of  Health  of  said  city,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Superin- 
tendent, shall  remove  such  animal,  in  the  manner  designated  by  such  Sanitary  Superintendent. 
No  animal  having  glanders  or  farcy,  or  any  contagious  disease,  or  that  shall  die  thereof,  shall 
be  removed,  disposed  of  or  exposed  in  any  street  or  public  place  in  said  city  without  a  written 
permit  from  said  Board  of  Health,  and  then  only  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  such 
permit. 

The  following  was  adopted  as  an  additional  ordinance  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  vir.  : 

Section  185.  That  every  veterinary  surgeon  who  is  called  to  examine  or  professionally 
attend  any  animal  within  the  City  of  New  York,  having  the  glanders  or  farcy,  or  any  conta- 
•gious  disease,  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  thereafter  report,  in  writing,  to  the  Board  of 
Health  of  such  city,  the  following  facts,  viz.  : 

First, — A  statement  of  the  location  of  such  diseased  animal. 
Second.  — Tht  name  and  address  of  the  owner  thereof. 
Third, — The  type  and  character  of  the  disease. 

C.   F.   CHANDLER, 

President, 
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Hydrophobia. — A  number  of  cases  of  this  fearful  disease  occurred 
in  the  summers  of  1874  and  1875,  and  attention  having  been  directed 
to  the  subject  through  the  press,  much  alarm  was  excited  among  the 
people,  and  very  vague  ideas  were  found  to  prevail  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  disease,  and  its  symptoms  in  the  dog.  With  a  view  of  giving 
accurate  information  on  the  subject,  at  the  request  of  the  Board,  Dr. 
John  C.  Dalton  prepared  the  following  card,  which  was  widely  circu- 
lated, and  Inspector  Charles  P.  Russel  was  requested  to  submit  a  re- 
port upon  the  history  of  the  disease,  which  will  be  found  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  volume. 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

Health  Department,  ^ 

No.  301  MoTT  Street,  New  York.  \ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health,  held  June  30,  1874,  the  following  series  of  rules 
(submitted  by  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton),  for  the  prevention  of  hydrophobia,  were  approved,  and 
ordered  printed : 

I. — A  dog  that  is  sick,  from  any  cause,  should  be  watched  and  treated  carefully  until  his 
recovery. 

II. — A  dog  that  is  sick  and  restless  b  an  object  of  suspicion.  This  is  the  earliest  peculiar 
symptom  of  hydrophobia. 

III. — A  dog  that  is  sick  and  restless,  and  has  a  depraved  appetite,  gnawing  and  swallow- 
ing bits  of  cloth,  wood,  coal,  brick,  mortar,  or  his  own  dung,  is  a  dangerous  animal. 
He  should  be  at  once  chained  up,  and  kept  in  confinement  until  his  condition  be 
clearly  ascertained. 

IV. — If,  in  addition  to  any  or  all  of  the  foregoing  symptoms,  the  dog  has  delusion  OF 
THE  SENSES,  appearing  to  see  or  hear  imaginary  sights  or  sounds,  trying  to  pass 
through  a  closed  door,  catching  at  flies  in  the  air  when  there  are  none,  or  searching  for 
something  which  does  not  exist,  there  is  great  probability  that  he  is,  or  b  becoming, 
hydrophobic     He  should  be  secured  and  confined  without  delay. 

V. — In  case  any  one  is  bitten  by  a  dog  whose  condition  is  suspicious,  the  most  effective  and 
beneficial  mode  of  treatment  is  to  cauterize  the  wound  at  once  with  a  stick  of  * 
silver  nitrate,  commonly  called  **  lunar  caustic. "  The  stick  of  caustic  should  be 
sharpened  to  a  pencil  point,  introduced  quite  to  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  held  in 
contact  with  every  part  of  the  wounded  surface  until  it  is  thoroughly  cauterized  and 
insensible.     This  destroys  the  virus  by  which  the  disease  would  be  communicated. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

C.  F.  CHANDLER,  President, 
Emmons  Clark,  Secretary, 


152 

Tenement  Houses, — As  must  always  be  the  case  in  New  York,  a 
large  proportion  of  our  work  has  been  done  in  the  tenement-houses 
•which  are  so  distinctively  a  feature  of  our  city.  The  maps  on  diphtheria 
and  small-pox  show  that  these  diseases  have  prevailed  more  extensively 
in  tenement-house  districts,  and  so  does  the  mortality  from  other 
diseases.  Irrespective  of  visits  to  contagious  diseases  in  tenements, 
the  inspectors  have  made  over  80,000  visits  to  this  class  of  buildings 
in  the  course  of  their  usual  routine  inspections. 

Comparatively  little  has  been  accomplished  in  improving  the  coim^  - 
struction  of  these  dwellings,  for  it  is  doubtful  if  much  more  can  b^    ^ 
hoped  for  in  that  direction  if  they  are  to  be  erected   on   an   ordinar — Y 
city  lot,  although  the  newer  ones  invariably  have  the  modern  improv^^s- 
ments  in  plumbing,  and  there  is  a  strongly  marked  desire,  on  the  pa^cr-rt 
of  landlords  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  advantages  of  light  an  -^^ 
ventilation.     This  is  shown  more  especially  in  the  large  number  a^^ 
apartment  houses,  or  **  French  flats  '*  being  built  in  various  parts  c— ^0* 
the  city.     In  the  older  portion  of  the  city,  too,  many  dilapidated  stnic 
tures  have  been  torn  down  and  more  convenient  and  commodious  one 
substituted.     We  have  continued  to  insist  upon  the  insertion  of  stencH  ^^"^ 
traps  under  the  sinks  and  basins  of  halls  and  living  rooms,  and  man^^  5^ 
of  the  inspectors  have  directed  the   waste-pipe  to  be  extended  tw^^   ^^ 
feet  through  the   roof.      In  the  more   densely   populated   districts  -^^^ 
particularly  where  there  were  front  and  rear  tenements,  we  have  con- 
tinued the  ventilation  of  the  privy  vaults  by  the  process  with  which  th^ 
Board  is  familiar,  i  e.y  by  a  shaft  consisting  of  *'an  eight-inch  earthen- 
ware pipe,  laid  at  least  six  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  yard,  fror 
the  vault  to  the  nearest  wall  of  the  building  of  the  greatest  altitude  01 
the   premises,   and  there   connecting   with  a  metallic   shaft   of   like 
diameter,  extending  not  less  than  two  feet  above  the  roof  of  such^^"*  "^ 
building."     This  contrivance  tends  to  diffuse  the  foul  odors  from  the^^^ 
privy  into  the  air  above  the  house  tops  ;  it  mitigates  a  nuisance  which-^^^ 
it  cannot  always  entirely  abate. 

The  value  of  our  work  among  the  tenement-houses  can  only  be 
properly  estimated  by  those  who  watch  it  for  a  series  of  years.  The 
inspectors  bear  abundant  testimony  to  the  improvement  in  cleanliness, 
and  in  all  measures  tending  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  of  these 
dwellings,  but  constant  pressure  from  the  Board  is  needed  to  insure 
proper  attention  from  both  landlords  and  tenants.  The  appointment 
of  efficient  housekeepers  is  becoming  more  general,  an  important 
feature  in  the  work  of  the  Board  in  this  especial  direction. 


153 

House  Drainage  and  Plumbing, — Although  this  subject  has 
Lttracted  much  attention  among  the  intelligent  classes,  its  import- 
LHce  is  in  no  danger  of  being  overestimated.  Very  much  has  been 
lone  in  this  direction  by  the  officers  of  this  Bureau  during  the  last 
wenty  months.  Apart  from  the  orders  of  the  Board  few  days 
lave  passed  that  requests  from  the  wealthier  classes  have  not 
)een  made  for  inspections  of  their  houses.  These  requests  have 
)ften  been  at  the  suggestion  of  the  family  doctor,  after  the  occurrence 
)f  a  severe  disease  or  its  fatal  termination.  The  ignorance  upon  this 
ntal  subject,  even  among  the  better  informed,  is  as  common  and 
amentable  as  it  is  perhaps  natural.  Hundreds  of  cases  might  be 
elated  where,  in  houses  filled  with  all  that  taste  could  desire  and  gold 
)rocure,  a  siphoned  trap  or  the  absence  of  a  trap,  an  imperfect  joint 
•r  an  old  brick  drain  or  riddled  soil-pipe — defects  easily  remedied  if 
nown  to  exist — have  undermined  the  health  of  adults  and  slain  the 
ttle  ones.  The  traps  and  pipes  and  drains  are  often  out  of  sight,  and 
ften  are  never  thought  of  until  it  is  too  late.  Impressed  with  the 
■nportance  of  this  subject,  and  of  the  difficulties  surrounding  it,^  I  had 
iie  honor  of  addressing  to  the  Board  the  following  report  : 

Sanitary  Bureau,  | 

March  23,  1875.  f 

"^o  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Health  Department^  COL.  EMMONS  Clark,  Secretary : 

The  Board  of  Health  has  long  recognized  the  importance  of  proper  house-drainage.  All 
initary  authorities  agree  that  the  presence  of  sewer -gas  in  our  houses  is  one  of  the  most 
niitful  causes  of  sickness  and  death.  No  one  who  has  studied  the  subject  can  doubt  for  a 
loment  that  this  subtle  poison  is  directly  responsible  for  many  sudden  attacks  of  obscure 
isease,  ending  fatally;  for  the  preparation  of  the  system  for  the  more  aggravated  forms  of 
iphtheria  and  other  grave  diseases,  and  for  those  milder  forms  of  blood-poisoning,  which 
>etray  themselves  by  aches  and  pains  and  general  ill -health. 

Even  in  the  better  class  of  houses,  when  the  attention  of  the  inspectors  is  called  to  them  by 
heir  inmates,  or  by  physicians  in  attendance  on  their  sick,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  that 
he  plumbing  designed  to  carry  off  the  refuse  from  basins  and  closets,  conducts  sewer-gas  into 
he  sleeping-rooms,  while  in  the  tenement -houses  the  providing  of  traps,  the  ventilating  of 
oil-pipes,  and  the  remedying  of  faulty  plumbing  constitute  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
)rders  of  the  Board.  Defects  of  this  kind  are  due  sometimes  to  the  false  economy  of  the 
irchitect,  sometimes  to  the  culpable  ignorance  or  carelessness  of  the  plumber,  and  sometimes 
o  the  ignorance  and  apathy  of  the  inhabitants.  The  occupant  of  the  house,  unless  he  has 
)een  its  builder  also,  generally  knows  absolutely  nothing  of  the  existence  or  location  of  the 
raps,  or  the  condition  of  the  house-drains.  When  the  inspector  is  called  to  trace  a  stench 
o  its  source,  he  is  often  troubled  to  say  positively  whether  a  trap  exists,  especially  when 
>urposely  mislead  by  the  owner  or  agent. 

The  important  relation  which  house -drainage  bears  to  the  public  health  is  in  no  danger  of 
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being  over  ^tinwletl  If  it  were  pecuniarily  practjcabk,  a  systematic  inspection,  in  this 
direction,  of  every  bouse  in  the  city,  by  experts,  would  without  doubt  dgnally  reduce  ms 
mortality  ;  but  such  a  course  is  precladed  at  present  by  want  of  mcans^ 

During  the  past  year  900  new  buildings  were  erected,  and  K3100  underwent  repairs  m 
extensive  as  to  bring  them  under  the  supervision  of  the  Depart  hi  cnt  of  Buildings. 

There  is  no  reajton  why  that  Department  should  not  co-operate  with  this  one  It  is  will' 
ing  to  do  so,  if  requested  by  the  Board.  The  architect  should  be  requireil,  with  hh  other 
specifications,  to  submit  to  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings  spedfications  of  the  plumboif, 
including  the  location  of  all  basms,  cUiseis,  sirdcs,  traps,  soil-pipes,  wastc^ptpes,  ceUar-dnitt% 
and  sewer  connections,  together  with  the  material  of  which  they  are  to  be  constructed ; 
and  a  copy  of  thU  speci6catLon  should  be  on  Ble  in  this  Bureau,  for  the  use  of  citizens  tod 
our  inspectors.  Some  salulary  lessons  would  thus  be  taught  the  plumbers  and  architects; 
the  attention  of  the  public  wouid  be  directed  to  this  most  important  subjecCf  and  the  wozkof 
the  inspectors  would  be  greatly  facilitated, 

A  copy  of  this  report  was  forwarded  by  the  Board  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Buildings,  and  some  time  afterwards  a  communicatton  was 
returned,  inclosing  a  specimen  of  what  it  was  supposed  w^as  desired 
by  the  Board  of  Health.  This  communication  was  referred  to  me  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  was  returned  December  14,  i87S,witli 
the  following  remarks  ; 

"  Excepting  the  care  of  contagious  diseases,  the  most  useful  work  of  this  Bureau  haib«n 
and  still  is  the  mShi>eetioii  of  house  plumbing  and  drainage.  With  all  their  experie^ct,  tl>* 
insfiectors  often  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  determining  the  existence  of  traps  and  the  Isc*- 
tion  of  the  drains^  It  is  indisputable  that  much  disease  and  many  deaths  are  due  to  defects 
in  that  part  of  the  bouse  which  should  be  safe  beyond  a  perad venture. 

"  These  defects,  which  are  difficult  of  detection  and  expensive  to  correct  tn  a.  house  *lre*3? 
budt,  can  be  readily  avoided,  at  an  inconsiderable  outlay,  during  the  construction  ^f  i^ 
building. 

"  The  plan  which  the  Board  has  approved  is  entirely  feasible,  strikes  at  the  root  of  g^*^ 
evils,  and  will  iu  the  future  save  many  lives  and  much  exi^ense  and  annoyance.  I  take  it  fc^ 
granted  that  the  Department  of  Buildin|r5  has  the  power,  as  I  know  it  has  the  dispositive*  t* 
insist  on  such  conditions  of  plumblnij  and  house  drainage  aj  have  been  adopted  by  the  h^^ 
sanitary  authorities  both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

**  The  necessary  clerical  work  devolving  on  that  Department  will  be  insignificant  &^ 
pared  with  the  results  secu/ed.  For  example,  during  the  last  year,  if  I  am  rightly  iufotioP^* 
but  900  new  buildings  were  erected  ;  while,  during  the  week  ending  December  6th,  bat  s£<«** 
specifications  were  filed. 

"I  would  respectfully  propose  that  the  Department  of  Buildings  be  requited  to  insisttl* 
accepting  a  specification,  upon  the  following  particulars^  vie*  : 

"  1st.  That  the  iron  solbpipe  and  the  waste*pipe  be  extended  through  the  roof  fiir  ti^ 
feet,  at  their  maximum  calibres,  and  that  the  waste-pipe  be  independent  of  the  iioil-pipe. 

**  ad*  That  every  basin,  sink,  and  bath-tub  be  properly  lapped. 

"  3d-  That  the  pipe  connections  be  lead*caulked,  or  otherwise  securely  sealed. 


'4^fa,   Tfa^t  IIm  location  tmd  direction  of  the  house-drain  be  accurate!)^  Indicated  by  a 
ram,  with  measurements,  or  by  measurements  from  walls  or  other  penrranent  Und-markSf 
that  they  may  readily  be  reached  when  necessary. 

^*  5th,  That  the  Depart  meat  forbid  the  use  of  brick  or  wooden  drains  as  substitutes  for 
iipe*dniiii5^  and  that  separate  sewer  connections  be  required  when  practicable," 

This  report  was  received  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
id  a  copy  forwarded  to  die  Superintendent  of  Building^s, 
The  following^  interesting  report,  on  Plumbing  and  House-drain- 
l^ge,  is  from  Assistant  Inspector  Thomas  J.  Nealis,  Sanitary  Engineer: 

|W.  De  F.  Day,  Nf.D,,  Sanitary  Suptrintemhnt  .■ 

SLft — 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  special  inspections  throughout 
I  the  city,  made  by  me  from  May  i,  1^74,  to  December  ji,  1875  : 

Since  the  liist  annual  rejxirt  my  attention  has  ht^n  almost  entirely  £]ven  to  the  sanitary 
conditioii  of  dweliings,  of  all  clashes,  as  they  were  affected  by  the  sewer  cotmectiotis,  or  by 
the  general  construction  of  the  plumbing  work.  The  medical  profession  having  been  advised 
of  the  provision  made  by  the  Health  Department  for  this  class  of  iiispcctions,  we  are  fre* 
<|DcnlIy  called  upon  by  them  to  examine  the  houses  of  patients  ivhere  diseaxs  of  «  contagious 
character  have  appeared^  with  a  view,  if  pos:iiblei  to  trace  such  disease  to  its  source  and  pre* 
vent  a  recurrence  from  the  same  cause  in  the  future.  As  it  became  more  generally  known 
that  this  Department  cau^ied  such  inspections  to  be  made  at  the  request  of  any  ciiiien,  the 
demanti  od  us  from  all  sections  of  the  city  greatly  Increased,  and  1  am  confident  that  the 
Tamils  obtained  from  such  inspections  have  been  most  satisfactory.  Our  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion Live  been  ably  secondetl  by  some  of  the  beat  men  in  the  medical  profession,  and  citizens 
of  the  highest  standing,  tl welling  m  the  Ijest  sections  of  the  city»  daily  call  upon  us  for  such 
ttatnmaiions,  when  they  have  faded  to  get  relief  front  other  sources.  In  our  inspections  of 
^weliings  the  sewersi  have  been  frequently  found  out  of  repair,  with  defective  joints,  through 
which  sewer  gas  passetl  into  the  cellar,  thence  to  be  diffuiied  throughout  the  house.  The 
plumbing  work  also  has  lieen  found  sadly  out  of  order  in  many  particulars;  soil  and  waste- 
pipes  un ventilated  and  waste-pipes  frequently  imt rapped,  which  conditions  have  caused  such 
^"iwiation*  from  the  sewer  into  the  dwellings  as  entirely  to  vitiate  the  air  and  render  it  unfit 
"!"■  Tcspii^cian,  This  has  been  found  to  be  the  case  notably  where  our  attention  has  been 
^ed  by  physicians  to  dwellings  in  which  cases  of  contagious  disease  had  arisen.  In  one 
^arice  I  was  called  to  a  house  in  East  Forty- third  street,  occupied  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
^^ed  tliere  for  some  time,  aii<l  whose  children  during  the  entire  period  of  such  residence 
^bitdl  symptonis  of  poisoning  from  sewer  gas  to  such  an  extent  that  the  physician  who 
attended  them  had  doubts  of  their  recovery.  Foul  odors  were  frequently  perceptible  in  the 
roqmtj  vtithout  any  apparent  cause ;  an  examination  by  his  plumber  failed  to  enlighten  him 
^  lo  iht  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  he  was  assured  that  the  premises  were  all  right,  and  that 
^  4cknes.s  in  his  family  was  not  causetl  by  any  defect  in  the  plumbing  work  or  sanitary 
iffangements  of  the  house. 

By  the  advice  of  his  physician  he  made  application  to  this  Department  to  have  his  house 
eiwnined,  when  the  fact  was  revealetl  that  the  waste  pipes  leading  from  the  safes  beneath  the 
wash  howls  were  entirely  unprovided  with  means  to  prevent  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  the 
^ jfeepmg  room^     In  fact,  an  application  of  a  light  to  one  of  the  pipes  referred  to  showed  that 
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sewer  gas  was  conveyed  into  the  rooms,  of  such  a  foul  and  poisonou*  nattine  as  to  e^^tiDgns^ 
the  light  aiid  ignite  the  c.4C£iping  gas,  which  bunted  with  a  blue  flame,  mdkalijtg  ihe  I'ncs^nrt 
of  niEirsb  gas,  ^mefinttfS  c^led  light  carbureted  liydrogen.  In  these  premises  the  wasie  pipft 
were  found  un ventilated,  aud  the  foul,  compressed  air  had  no  meaEis  of  exit  except  into  tk 
sleeping  rooms  of  the  family,  they  being  the  only  rooms  in  the  bouse  proWded  with  ik 
basintj  mentioned. 

Numerous  instances  might  be  cited  which  came  tmder  my  observation  where  fAmilk*  bit 
suffered  in  a  similar  manner  from  bke  causes,  and  reports  upon  which  have  been  regularly  far- 
warded  to  this  Department  at  their  stated  meetings ;  and  I  Iiave  no  doubt  thai  at  ibe  prartl 
time  hundreds  of  dwellings  in  this  city  are  in  a  similar  con<3ition.  From  this  it  will  besen 
that  it  is  of  the  utmost  Jtn[XJrtance  that  all  house  drains  should  be  well  \'enti[ate*J,  in  oniet 
that  they  may  not  be  mediums  for  the  conveyance  of  sewer  poi^ionii  into  dwellings.  A  &t- 
quent  cause  of  trouble  in  un ventilated  pipes  is  the  change  of  temperature  to  wliich  llwysje 
subjected  by  the  alternate  discharge  of  hot  and  cold  Kvater,  causing  such  an  expausiffli  wA 
contraction  of  the  foul  air,  always  present  in  such  pipes,  as  to  proiluce  a  partial  vacottm,  » 
that  when  the  expansion  takes  place  the  sewer  gas  is  forced  through  the  water  in  I  he  tnps 
and  when  condensation  follows  a  partial  vacuum  h  created  which  draws  the  water  fri>ni  ooc 
or  more  of  the  traps  and  leaves  the  hoti&e  unprotected  until  the  water  in  sucb  trap*  li  a^ 
renewed,  which  may  not  be  for  hours.  Should  this  occur  at  night,  after  the  house  t$  dcww 
and  the  family  have  retired  to  rest,  the  air  in  many  of  the  rooms  will  be  completely  viliafff 
and  rendered  in  the  highest  degree  dangerous  to  health  and  life.  Again,  during  heavy  riiiv* 
falls  #when  the  main  sewers  are  doing  more  than  is  ordinarUy  required  of  them,  the  air  m  w^ 
sewers  h  frequently  compressed  into  one-half  the  space  it  occupied,  and  necessariiy  escape**^ 
the  weakest  point  of  re^stance,  which  is  almost  invariably  found  to  be  the  drain*  leadiflf 
to  the  dwellings,  These  drains  In  the  better  class  of  houses  are  connected  with  waste  |»pf 
arteries  that  lead  to  almost  every  sleeping  room,  and  in  tenement-houses  connect  wilh^ 
kitchen  sink,  which  frerjuentiy  adjoins  a  bed-room.  When  the  air  m  the  sew^s  is  comprisa2<3p 
as  before  mentioned,  it  produces  a  pressure  in  the  house  drains  equal  to  a  column  of  w«l^ 
thirty-four  feet  in  height,  a  pressure  which  no  trap  that  I  have  yet  seen  connected  withtfl'®* 
ventilated  pipe  can  withstand.  In  fact,  cs^perience  has  shown,  and  the  best  Authoritift  (* 
sanitary  science  sustain  it,  that  placing  traps  in  draln:^  or  waste  pipes,  without  giving  va^ 
adequate  ventilation,  is  entirely  worthless. 

When  we  consider  the  poisonous  nature  of  the  gases  present  in  sewers,  aJld  how  rc»ilf 
they  find  access  into  dwellings,  it  should  be  made  an  imperative  duty  on  every  bouse-owTiefl* 
ventilate  his  soil  and  waste  pipes  in  a  proper  manner.  In  many  of  ihe  bouses  coniplatueil  i^t 
and  examined,  lead  soil  pipes  were  found,  which  bad  l>een  in  use  from  15  to  20  years  **'*^ 
which  were  found  to  be  completely  perforated  from  the  action  of  the  gases,  and  someti^S** 
open  at  the  joints  where  the  connection  was  made  with  the  traps. 

This  corrosion  and  defect  in  such  pipes  wa.^  almost  always  found  on  the  upj>er  surfed 
and  consequently  would  not  show  a  water  leakage,  for  the  reason  that  there  never  ***' 
pressure  of  water  on  the  pipe ;  but  they  permitted  a  constant  supply  of  foul  air  to  escape  Pl^ 
the  hou5ie.  Brick  drains  are  still  found,  and  always  defective  ;  the  bricks  becoming  loose  ft^ 
the  cement,  permit  sewer  gas  and  vermin  to  enter  the  cellar,  and  also  allow  thesew«i[P*^ 
permeate  the  soil,  causing  emanations  that  almost  invariably  call  the  attention  of  the  (kCH' 
pants  to  its  foul  condition,  and  frequently  result  in  disease  and  death  before  the  source  ^ 
discovered. 

Where  such  lead  soil-pipes  and  brick  drains  have  been  found,  a  removal  of  them  has  beei 
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ordered  by  this  Department,  and  properly  constructed  soil-pipes  and  sewers  provided  in  lieu 
thereof,  which  have  never  failed  to  give  the  requisite  relief.  Earthenware  sewers  have  also 
been  found,  sometimes  broken,  and  more  frequently  with  defective  joints,  which  also  permitted 
an  escape  of  sewage  and  sewage  gas  into  the  prertiises.  This  condition,  however,  is  princi- 
pally due  to  careless  and  incompetent  workmanship,  for  which  there  is  no  excuse.  Iron  soil 
and  waste  pipes,  if  properly  caulked  with  lead,  are  the  best ;  but  even  this  class  of  work  is 
sometimes  found  of  an  inferior  character.  In  some  of  the  very  best  class  of  dwellings, 
where  the  mechanical  portion  of  the  work,  that  is,  the  connection  of  the  pipes,  has  been  done 
in  the  best  manner,  defects  have  been  found,  caused  by  too  much  trapping,  without  adequate 
ventilation ;  as,  for  instance,  a  trap  has  been  found  at  the  base  of  the  soil-pipe,  with  the  pipe 
extending  above  the  roof,  while  immediately  adjoining  was  an  independent  waste-pipe  leading 
from  the  wash-basins  and  bath-tubs,  also  trapped,  but  without  the  slightest  ventilation  ;  a 
result  of  which  was,  that  at  every  discharge  of  water  into  the  waste-pipe,  an  equal  amount 
of  foul  air  was  displaced  and  forced  into  the  bed-rooms  in  which  the  wash-basins  were 
situated. 

In  tenement-houses,  it  is  a  common  thing  to  find  the  lead  traps  under  the  sinks,  dipping 
into  an  iron  waste-pipe,  without  any  luting  or  connection  whatsoever.  When  first  put  in, 
however,  a  putty  or  cement  joint  was  made,  which  the  'vibration  of  the  pipes  gradually 
loosened,  and  eventually  it  dropped  out.  As  these  pipes  frequently  adjoin  bed-rooms,  they 
are  never  safe,  and  house-owners  should  be  compelled  to  have  such  connections  made,  by 
means  of  an  iron  sleeve  or  coupling  passed  over  the  lower  portion  of  the  lead  trap  and  into 
the  iron  waste-pipe,  and  then  caulked  with  lead.  The  lead  waste-pipes  leading  frogi  the 
safes  beneath  water-closets,  bath-tubs,  and  wash-basins  are  frequently  another  source  of  com- 
plaint, and  very  justly  so,  for  the  traps  which  are  intended  to  protect  them  from  the  emission 
of  sewer  gases  are  found  obstructed  and  often  exhausted ;  the  pipes  intended  to  supply  such 
traps  with  water  become  stopped  with  grease  or  soap  from  the  wash-bowls,  and  fail  to  act ; 
and,  as  a  result,  foul  air  is  often  admitted.  Safe  waste-pipes  are  only  safe  when  entirely 
independent  of  the  sewer,  and  connected  by  means  of  a  separate  pipe  with  the  cellar  or 
kitchen  sink. 

Another  source  of  evil,  found  for  the  most  part  in  tenement-house  districts,  is  the  privy- 
'vault  as  at  present  constructed,  and  particularly  mentioned  in  my  report  published  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1873.  While  it  is  admitted  that  water- 
closets  are  not  adapted  for  tenement-houses,  owing  to  the  readiness  with  which  they  get  out  of 
order ;  it  is  also  claimed  that  the  present  privy-vault  is  nothing  more  than  a  foul  cess-pool 
which  often  ventilates  the  main-sewer,  and  holds  in  solution  for  months  fetid  organic  matter, 
undergoing  decomposition  and  emitting  poisonous  and  offensive  exhalations  which  find  their 
way  mto  the  rooms  of  the  occupants  of  houses  immediately  adjoining.  While  the  ventilating 
shaft  recommended  by  this  Department  is  a  decided  improvement  in  such  vaults,  it  seems 
beyond  question  necessary  to  alter  their  construction  so  that  they  may  not  be  a  means  of  con- 
veying foul  gases  into  close,  pent-up  yards  and  that  their  contents  may  be  more  readily  and  fre- 
quently discharged  into  the  main  sewer,  as  recommended  and  illustrated  by  a  diagram  shown 
in  the  annual  report  before  referred  to. 

In  regard  to  the  plumbing  work  of  houses,  I  would  suggest  before  closing,  that  the  drain 
in  each  house  be  provided  with  a  trap  properly  ventilated  and  placed  near  the  outer  wall,  for 
the  reason  that,  no  matter  how  well  pipes  are  laid  or  plumbing  work  put  in  when  first  con- 
structed, such  work  will  get  out  of  repair  and  necessarily  permit  foul  air  to  enter  houses, 
owing  to  the  higher  temperature  of  the  rooms ;  that  the  drain  in  the  cellar  be  carefully  laid 
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and  coaoected  ;  that  the  soil-pipe  be  constructed  of  iron,  caulked  with  lead  and  ^xtendd  eJ 
size  two  feet  above  the  roof.  That  each  independent  waste- pipe  be  also  extended  abovttk 
roof;  that  the  waste- pipes  from  the  basins,  sinks  and  wash-tra/s  be  independently  tnippef: 
and  that  where  a  lead  trap  or  pipe  h  connected  vnlh  an  iron  pipe,  it  be  done  througit  Si 
iron  sleeve,  with  joit^ts  well  caulked  with  lead.  1  would  further  suggest  that  the  suificej  d 
all  cellars  be  well  cemented  to  prevent  dampness* 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  withm  the  time  specified ; 

Privies  and  Water-doseli  inspected  .......*........**.»* ....**..»**.*  i,S9F 

Drams                                        " , 1^141 

Cellars                                        *'         .... * i,)J7 

Stables                                        *'         ,,., , ,...  141 

Schools                                         "         ,. , .,., JB 

Public  Buildings                         *'         ...... .....  ^ 

Private  Institutions  and  Homes  **         , ,  , . ......,.....,*...........,*,,*.,  , .  jj 

Total. , . . , *  4,^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  NEAUS, 

Aiusiani  Sanitary  Impcd^^ 

Vacation  of  Cellars. — ^The  very  thorough  inspection  of  cellars  below 
Houston  street  in  1872,  and  of  those  above  Houston  street  in  tS/jp 
and  the  vacation  of  those  unfit  to  be  used  as  living  rooms  in  the  Utter 
year,  has  left  little  more  to  be  done  than  to  see  that  they  were  nol 
reoccupied.  An  inspection  was  directed  in  the  spring  of  1874,  of  all 
cellars  vacated  by  the  Board  the  year  previous,  and  I  vacated  the  fol- 
lowing by  order  of  the  Board,  having  found  them  reoccupied  without 
a  permit : 


No.  226  William  street. 
*'    SS  Chatham  street. 
' '    9  James  street. 
**    70  James  street. 
''     14  Dover  street. 
''     336  Water  street. 


No.  in%  Water  street. 
"    338  Water  street. 
"    20  Catharine  street. 
**    22  Catharine  street. 
''    244  Elizabeth  street. 
'*    28  Gansevoort  street. 


In  most  cases  it  was  possible  to  accomplish  vacation  without  the 
aid  of  the  police,  and  in  some  eighty-nine  instances,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  offense,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  sue  the 
ow^ners  for  violations  of  sections  iS  and  19  of  the  Sanitary  Code, 
Sixteen  applications  for  permits  to  reoccupy  cellars  were  received,  of 
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which  but  four  were  granted.  Improvements  in  these  cases  had  been 
made  in  light  and  ventilation,  which  rendered  them  suitable  for 
habitation. 

Dangerous  Buildings. — From  time  to  time  it  has  become  my  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  buildings  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
either  by  reason  of  their  being  so  infected  with  disease  as  to  be  likely 
to  cause  sickness  among  the  occupants,  or  because  they  were  dangerous 
to  life  by  reason  of  their  want  of  repair.  Some  of  these  were  vacated 
under  section  1 1 ,  chapter  908,  Laws  of  1867,  until  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected,  or  until  the  needed  repairs  were  made  ;  while  others, 
requiring  more  radical  changes,  were  referred  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Buildings.     The  following  are  the  buildings  referred  to  : 

No.  48  Marion  street.  No.  941  Sixth  avenue. 

**  102  Oliver  street.  "  24  East  Sixtieth  street. 

**  20  Leonard  street.  **  34  Sixth  avenue. 

**  20  Essex  street.  **  321  East  Fortieth  street. 

**  20  Tompkins  street.  **  317  East  Fortieth  street. 

"  55  King  street.  "  316  Grand  street. 

"  471  Washington  street.  "  342  West  Sixteenth  street. 

Stable  Manure, — The  larger  dealers  in  stable  manure  gave  bonds, 
in  1873,  to  remove  the  accumulations  of  the  winter  of  i873-'74  in  the 
early  spring.  The  storing  of  manure  in  the  city  during  the  winter 
months  seems  often  unavoidable  at  present,  and  fortunately  it  is 
comparatively  inoffensive  in  cold  weather,  but  it  should  never  be 
allowed  to  remain  after  the  first  of  May. 

As  the  result  of  the  persistent  action  of  the  Board,  after  some  little 
delay  the  manure  dumps  were  removed,  and  the  grounds  drained, 
and  in  some  cases  filled  in.  The  spring  of  1875  was  very  backward, 
and  the  Board,  after  granting  several  extensions  on  that  account,  at 
length  declared  the  bonds  of  Kane  &  Savage  forfeited.  The  smaller 
dealers,  who  had  shown  a  disposition  to  comply  with  the  orders  of 
the  Board,  were  not  punished. 

In  November,  1875,  Messrs.  Kane  &  Savage  were  arrested  by  the 
order  of  the  Board  for  violations  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  and  were 
held  in  bail  to  await  the  action  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  the  manure  men  were  summoned  to  meet  the 
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chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the  Superintendent  in  relation 
to  the  imperfect  observance  of  the  sections  of  the  Sanitary  Code  regu- 
lating the  carting  of  manure  and  stable  straw.  In  consequence  of 
this  conference  the  manure  carts  were  repaired  and  freshly  named  and 
covered,  and  the  hours  for  loading  them  across  the  sidewalk  were 
changed,  so  as  to  allow  the  loading  until  lo  A.  M.  during  the  entire 
year,  and  at  any  time  after  6  P.  M.,  provided  a  permit  from  the  Sani- 
tary Superintendent  had  been  obtained  to  that  effect. 

Sale  of  Paris  Green, — By  the  direction  of  the  Board  I  distributed 
a  large  number  of  the  following  circular  among  druggists  and  dealers 
in  paints : 

POISONS. 

Sanitary  Bureau,  Health  Department,) 

No.  301  MoTT  Street,  y 

New  York,  July  22,  1875. ) 

To  Druggists^  Dealers  in  Paints,  and  others  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health,  held  July  21,  1875,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  sale  of  Paris  Green  ii  now  very  general,  and  suicides  by  persons  with  this 
material  have  become  alarmingly  fiequent ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  be  and  that  he  is  hereby  directed  to  enforce  §  »^S 
of  the  Sanitary  Code,  and  to  cause  a  printed  notice  of  the  same,  and  of  the  law  with  legaid   ^^ 
the  sale  of  poisons,  to  be  served  upon  all  persons  who  keep  this  and  other  poisonous  matcri^^ 
for  sale. 

SANITARY  CODE. 

Sec.  15.  That  no  poisonous  medicine,  decoction,  or  substance  shall  be  held  for  sale  or  sol  -^ 
except  for  lawful  purposes  and  with  proper  motives,  and  by  persons  competent  lo  give  t^^ 
proper  directions  and  precautions  as  to  the  use  thereof ;  nor  shall  any  bottle,  box,  parcel,  ^^ 
receptacle  thereof  be  delivered  to  any  person  unless  the  same  is  marked  **  Poison,"  nor  to  ai^^ 
person  who  the  party  delivering  the  same  has  reason  to  think  intends  it  for  any  illegal  or  improp^^ 
use  or  purpose. 

LAW  REGULATING  THE  SALE  OF  POISONS. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  u-ilawful  for  any  person,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  eightee^^ 
hundred  and  seventy -two,  to  retail  any  poison  enumerated  in  schedules  A  and  B,  as  follows,  t^^ 
wit : 

SCHEDULE  A. 

Arsenic  and  its  preparations,  corrosive  sublimate,  white  precipitate,  red  precipitate,  huuodid^^ 
of  mercury,  cyanide  of  potassium,  hydrocyanic  acid,  strychnine,  and  all  other  poisonous  vegetaU^^ 
alkaloids  and  their  salts,  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  opium  and  its  preparations,  except  pare-'- 
goric  and  other  preparations  of  opium  containing  less  than  two  grains  to  the  ounce. 

SCHEDULE  B. 

Aconite,  belladonna,  colchicum,  conium,  nux  vomica,  henbane,  savin,  ergot,  cottoii-nx>t 
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cantharides,  creosote,  digitalis  and  their  pharmaceutical  preparations,  croton  oil,  chloroform, 
chloral  hydrate,  sulphate  of  zinc,  mineral  acids,  carbolic  acid  and  oxalic  acid,  without  distinctly 
labeling  the  bottle,  box,  vessel,  or  paper  in  which  the  said  poison  is  contained,  and  also  the 
outside  wrapper  or  cover,  with  the  name  of  the  article,  the  word  Poison,  and  the  name  and 
place  of  business  of  the  seller ;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or  deliver  any  poison 
enumerated  in  said  schedules  A  and  B,  unless  upon  due  inquiry  it  be  found  that  the  purchaser 
b  aware  of  its  poisonous  character,,  and  represents  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  a  legitimate  purpose. 
Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  registered  pharmacist  to  sell  any  poisons  included  in  schedule  A, 
without,  before  deUvering  the  same  to  the  purchaser,  causing  an  entry  to  be  made,  in  a  book 
kept  for  that  purpose,  stating  the  date  of  sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser,  the  name 
and  quality  of  the  poison  sold,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  represented  by  the  purchaser  to  be 
required,  and  the  name  of  the  dispenser ;  such  book  to  be  always  open  for  inspection  by  the 
proper  authorities,  and  to  be  preserved  for  reference  for  at  least  five  years.  The  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  dispensing  of  poisons  in  not  unusual  quantities  or  doses  upon 
the  prescriptions  of  practitioners  of  medicine. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

Scavenging, — ^The  rigid  inspection  maintained  over  the  scavengers 
in  1873  has  been  continued,  special  inspectors  having  been  detailed  to 
this  work  with  the  effect  of  decidedly  lessening  the  number  of  citizens' 
complaints,  which  used  so  frequently  to  reach  us,  as  to  the  slovenly 
and  offensive  manner  in  which  this  process  was  performed.  Every 
step  taken  towards  improvement  in  scavenging  has  been  obstinately 
opposed  by  the  old  tub-scavengers.  On  the  loth  of  June,  1875, 
the  Board  passed  the  following  preambles  and  resolutions,  restricting 
the  time  of  scavenging  to  the  hours  of  daylight : 

IVA^reas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  night  scavenging  can  and  should  be  conducted  in 
£U3  entirely  inoffensive  and  innoxious  manner,  and  the  process  should  be  constantly  subject  to 
tiMC  severest  scrutiny  and  inspection  ;  and 

IVhereaSy  The  necessary  supervision  of  the  night-scavengers  when  working  by  night  has 
^=f^^j\  found  practically  impossible,  and  reports  are  frequent  of  abuses  in  the  work  which  cannot 
^^^  Allowed  by  detection  and  punishment  because  of  the  hour  and  the  darkness  when  the  work 
^  Performed  ;  and 

f-Vhereas,  The  present  manner  of  conducting  this  business  without  the  use  of  improved  and 
^^   i:iiost  efficient  and  perfect  apparatus,  successfully  tried  and  adopted  in  other  cities,  creates 
^^^^^uent  nuisance  detrimental  to  health  and  dangerous  to  life  ;  and 

^-VhereaSy  By  the  performance  of  the  work  at  night,  houses  are  opened  and  dangers  thereby 
*"*^^,  and  foul  air  and  gases  are  frequently  disseminated  through  crowded  buildings  at  a  time 
^*^^»i  the  most  who  can  receive  injury  are  present  therein,  and  also  the  noise  of  carts  at  night 
^Vie  streets  is  injurious  to  invalids  and  detrimental  to  health  ;  and 

VHureas,  All  these  difficulties  may  be  remedied  by  compelling  the  performance  of  the  work 
*  ^cravenging  in  daylight  and  under  inspection  ;  therefore 

Jiesotvedy  That  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  grant  permits  for  scavenging  during  the  hours 
^^^^^een  suorise  and  sunset  only,  and  that  the  work  be  not  performed  at  any  other  time. 
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The  following  is  a  more  extended  report  upon  scavenging  by  Dr. 
E.  H.  Janes,  Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Of  all  oftensive  cxlors  that  are  from  time  to  time  inflicted  upon  the  residents  of  large  dties, 
there  is  none  more  disgusting  and  sickening  than  that  emanating  from  the  carts  of  night- 
scavengers.  The  old  system  of  emptying  privy-vaults  by  the  use  of  buckets  and  carts,  the 
contents  of  the  vault  being  conveyed  in  an  open  bucket  through  the  alley- way  or  hall  of  the 
house  to  the  street,  and  there  emptied  into  the  cart  waiting  to  receive  it,  was  oflensive  in  the 
extreme,  the  odor  permeating  the  entire  neighborhood,  and  often  remaining  about  the  premises 
for  days  after  the  work  had  been  done. 

As  early  as  1872  the  Health  Department  took  the  initiative  step  towards  improving  the 
method  of  doing  this  kind  'of  work,  by  requiring  that  it  be  done  by  means  of  some  air-tight 
apparatus.  This  gave  rise  to  considerable  controversy,  and  even  legislation  was  brought  to 
bear  against  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  measure,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  efforts  of  the  Healdi 
authorities  were  but  partially  successful.  Two  different  methods  of  emptying  vaults  were 
adopted,  one  consisting  of  a  pump  and  hose  by  means  of  which  the  contents  of  a  vault  were 
transferred  from  the  vault  to  a  tank  in  the  street,  and  the  other  consisting  of  tubs  which  after 
being  filled  Vere  tightly  covered  and  taken  on  a  truck  to  the  place  of  disposal.  This  latter 
system  but  partially  met  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  report  on  the  subject  which  I  presented  September  21,  1875  : 

•*  •  •  •  •  *  It  is  not  necessary  to  rehearse  here  the  perastent 

efforts  from  time  to  time  made  to  improve  the  existing  methods  of  emptying  privy-vaults,  nor 
to  repeat  the  many  arguments  advanced  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  *  bucket  and  cart,'  and 
adopting  measures  more  in  accordance  with  the  present  stage  of  civilization  and  refmement 
These  are  all  matters  of  record  of  the  Health  Department,  and  constitute  a  portion  of  the  history 
of  sanitary  effort  in  New  York.  It  must  therefore  suffice  at  present  to  say  that  section  102  of 
the  Sanitary  Code  requires  that  the  work  be  done  by  means  of  some  air-tight  apparatus,  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  of  the  escape  of  no  noxious  or  offensive  odor,  either  while  removing 
the  contents  of  any  vault  or  transporting  them  through  the  city  to  their  place  of  destination. 

*•  With  a  view  of  complying  with  this  ordinance,  the  night-scavengers  have  adopted  a 
system  of  working  with  tubs,  to  which  tight  covers  may  be  fitted,  in  place  of  the  *  bucket  and  ' 
cart  system  *  in  use  from  time  immemorial.  The  tubs  filled  and  the  covers  adjusted,  are  then 
placed  on  trucks  to  be  removed  to  the  place  of  disposal,  where  the  contents  are  transferred  to 
a  boat,  which  conveys  them  from  the  city.  This  system,  though  a  step  in  advance,  is  far  firom 
being  in  strict  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  section  102  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  which  requires 
that  ihe  contents  of  vaults,  sinks,  and  cess-pools  shall  be  removed  therefrom  by  means  of  an  air- 
tight apparatus.  How  far  this  mode  of  operating  tends  to  answer  this  requisition  may  be 
imagined  from  a  brief  description  of  the  operation. 

**  The  first  step  towards  emptying  a  privy -vault  is  an  attempt  at  disinfecting  or  deodorizing 
its  contents,  which,  from  the  complaints  received  from  time  to  time,  appears  to  be  little  else 
than  an  attempt.  This  having  been  attended  to,  and  the  floor  of  the  privy-house  having  been 
removed,  the  tub  is  placed  in  a  convenient  position,  and  filled  with  material  removed  from  the 
vault  by  means  of  a  long-handled  dipper.  In  this  operation  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the 
material  thus  transferred  is  most  thoroughly  exposed  to  the  open  air  in  being  poured  from  the 
dipper  to  the  tub,  and  that  the  same  exposure  is  repeated  when  the  tubs  aie  emptied  of  their 
contents  at  the  dock.  This  latter  is  accomplished  by  means  of  an  open  shute,  one  end  of  which 
rests  upon  the  string  piece  of  the  pier,  and  the  other  resting  on  the  deck  of  the  vessel  at  the 
opening  to  the  hold.    It  is  along  this  open  shute  that  the  successive  streams  of  semi-Uquid  filth 
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flow  to  reach  their  destination  in  the  hold  of  the  boat,  the  time  occupied  in  emptying  one  truck- 
load  of  these  tubs  being,  by  my  own  observation,  about  thirty  minutes,  and  during  this  time, 
if  the  observer  chance  to  stand  at  the  windward,  his  senses  may  not  be  annoyed  ;  but,  should 
he  find  himself  at  the  leeward,  he  will  be  assailed  with  a  most  disgusting  and  ofiensive  odor. 
We  see  from  this  that  a  privy- vault  cannot  be  emptied  of  its  contents,  and  the  accumulation  be 
disposed  of,  without  the  ofiensive  material  being  twice  exposed  to  the  open  air — once  during 
the  slow  process  of  being  dipped  from  the  vault  and  poured  into  the  tub,  and  again  during  the 
half-hour  occupied  in  emptying  the  tubs.  It  is  no  wonder  then,  that,  foreseeing  this,  the 
night-scavengers  themselves  condemned  the  system  in  a  memorial  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  no 
longer  ago  than  last  March,  using  on  that  occasion  language  too  strong  to  be  misundeistood, 
claiming  that  dipping  the  material  frt)m  the  vault  and  pouring  it  into  tubs  would  have  the 
effect  to  manifold  the  nuisance  attending  what  is  known  as  the  bucket  and  cart  system. 

**  Besides  this  system  of  working  with  tubs,  adopted  by  the  old  night-scavengers,  there  are, 
as  is  well  known,  other  parties  engaged  in  the  same  branch  of  labor,  using  different  kinds  of 
air-tight  apparatus,  by  means  of  which  the  work  can  be  done  in  a  perfectly  clean  and  inoffen- 
sive manner.  The  first  of  these  is  known  as  the  'Odorless  Excavating  Company,'  already 
long  enough  in  the  field,  not  only  here  but  in  other  cities  throughout  the  country,  including  our 
National  Capital,  to  prove  beyond  a  question  the  efficacy  of  their  apparatus  as  it  regards  neat- 
ness, dispatch,  and  freedom  from  ofiensive  odor.  The  apparatus  with  which  this  company 
operates  consists  of  an  exhaust  and  force  pump  with  hose  attached,  by  means  of  which  the 
contents  of  a  vault  are  removed  therefrom  and  conducted  into  an  air-tight  tank  or  receiver  ; 
from  this  receiver  a  tube  extends  to  a  charcoal  furnace  into  which  the  gases  from  the  receiver 
are  conducted,  and  where  they  are  deodorized  and  destroyed.  When  the  machine  is  in  opera- 
tion,  as  the  tank  fills,  the  air  contained  therein  is  forced  out  through  this  tube  into  the  furnace, 
thus  allowing  the  escape  of  no  offensive  odor.  The  efficiency  of  this  apparatus  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  experiment ;  it  has  met  with  favor  wherever  introduced,  and  in  a  number  of  cities  it 
does  the  entire  work  of  scavenging. 

**  The  next  company  to  which  I  shall  call  your  attention,  is  one  recently  organized  under 

the  name  of  the  *New  York  Cleaning  and  Disinfecting  Company.'     The  principle  upon  which 

this  company  operates  is  similar  to  that  last  mentioned,  though  differing  somewhat   in   detail. 

Instead  of  a  pump  appUed  to  the  vault,  the  receiver  is  connected  with  a  steam  apparatus,  by 

means  of  which  it  is  exhausted  of  air  ;  when,  by  pneumatic  pressure,  the  contents  of  the  vault 

are  forced  rapidly  through  the  previously  adjusted  hose,  to  supply  the  vacuum  formed  in  the 

receiver.     It  may  be  added  here,  that  the  air  from  the   receiver  comes  in  contact  with  steam 

Seated  to  300^  F.,  and  is  thus  deprived  of  all  offensive  odors.     I  have  on  one  occasion  witnessed 

t^e  operation  of  this  apparatus,  and  found  it  to  surpass  anything  of  the  kind  hitherto  brought 

^o  my  notice.     On  that  occasion,  a  privy-vault  coRtaining  56  cubic  feet  of  the  ordinary  material 

^^as  emptied  of  its  contents  in  about  three  minutes  after  the  adjustment  of  the  hose,  and  in  nine 

sninutes  from  the  time  of  commencing,  the  work  was  completed,  the  hose  washed  out,  and  ready 

^o  be  removed  to  the  next  field  of  action.     By  either  of  these  systems  time  is  saved,  not  only 

Sn  removing  the  material  fiom  the  vault,  but  the  tanks  may  be  readily  discharged  through  a 

^ose,  or  covered  shute,  without  any  unnecessary  exposure— a  favorable  contrast,  when  compared 

^ith  the  emptying  of  a  truck-load  of  tubs,  each  filled  with  night-soil,   in  the  manner  above 

mentioned. 

**  Doubtless  the  scavengers  do  as  well  as  they  can  under  their  present  system,  many  of  them, 
1  believe,  using  every  effort  in  their  power  to  do  their  work  without  annoyance.  But  the  system 
is  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Code  ;  it  is  the  subject  of  frequent  complaints, 
and  is  altogether  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age.  *  *  *  *  •  " 
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On  the  7th  of  December,  1875,  the  Board  passed  the  following 
resolution,  /.  e,: 

Resohed^  That  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  be  and  is  directed  to  issue  permits  to  emptj 
privy  vaults,  cess-pools,  etc.,  to  those  only  who  are  provided  with  suction  apparatus  connected 
with  air-tight  tanks. 

In  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  Board,  many  of  the  scavengers 
have  already  signified  their  intention  of  procuring  the  proper  appli- 
ances. 

Fat  and  Tallow  Rendering. — A  careful  and  systematic  inspection 
of  the  establishments,  both  great  and  small,  where  lard  and  tallow 
are  melted,  and  the  adoption  of  proper  apparatus,  have,  for  the  most 
part,  relieved  the  city  of  those  unpleasant  fatty  odors  which  were  so 
justly  and  widely  a  source  of  complaint  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1873.  Occasionally  complaints  against  the  large  establishments  on 
the  east  and  west  side  have  been  made  to  this  bureau,  and  it  has 
sometimes  been  necessary  to  stop  their  work  temporarily.  These 
complaints  have  invariably  been  due  either  to  imperfect  processes,  or 
to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  operatives.  Under  favorable  con- 
ditions it  is  possible  to  conduct  this  business  in  an  entirely  inoffensive 
manner. 

Many  of  the  smaller  pork  packing  houses  scattered  through  the 
tenement  districts  have  from  time  to  time  caused  their  neighbors  to 
shut  their  windows  during  the  stifling  hours  of  our  summer  nights,  but 
for  the  most  part  these  establishments  have  eagerly  availed  them- 
selves of  the  suggestions  which  the  inspectors  were  enabled  to  give 
them,  and  the  evil  has  been  remedied.  Even  if  it  were  practicable 
to  send  this  industry  out  of  the  city  limits,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  trimmings  of  the  pork  furnish  a  cheap  and  nutritious  food  to 
the  surrounding  poorer  classes.  A  firm  but  conservative  policy,  with 
persistent  pressure  upon  these  offenders,  has  gradually  brought  them 
into  a  position  in  which  the  objections  to  their  business  are  reduced  to 
a  minimum. 

Inspection  of  Unripe  Fruit, — On  the  23d  of  July,  1875,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoeal  diseases  among  young  children, 
the  Board  appointed  John  McCauley,  G.  Alvord,  John  H.  Fowler, 
and  Francis  Reilly,  as  Inspectors  of  Fruit,  and  they  were  continued 
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in  this  service  until  September  14  of  that  year.     During  that  time, 
protected  by  the  police,  they  seized  and  condemned — 
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They  also  visited  the  following  number  of  stores,  stands,  groceries, 
etc.,  at  many  of  them  making  small  seizures,  /.  e,:  761  stores,  369 
street-stands,  385  groceries,  52  licensed  venders,  37  commission- 
houses,  and  I  market. 

They  distributed  large  numbers  of  the  following  circular,  especially 
among  the  commission  merchants,  with  the  effect  of  preventing  much 
objectionable  fruit  from  being  sent  into  the  city. 

Sanitary  Bureau,  ) 

No.  301   MOTT  STREET,   NeW  YoRK.  J 

The  attention  of  dealers  in  fruit  and  vegetables  is  called  to  the  following  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  to  section  34  of  the  Sanitary  Code  : 

<*  Resolved^  That  the  Sanitary  Superintendent  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  superintend  the 
inspection  of  fruits  of  every  description,  with  instructions  to  seize,  condemn  and  cause  the 
destruction  of  all  unripe,  decayed  and  unwholesome  fruits  offered  for  sale,  as  provided  by  the 
Ordinances  of  this  Board." 

**  Sec.  34.  That  no  decayed  or  unwholesome  fruit  or  vegetables  shall  knowingly  be  brought 
'*  into  said  city,  to  be  consumed  or  offered  for  sale  for  human  food,  nor  shall  any  such  articles 
**  be  kept  or  stored  therein." 

If  forwarders  and  dealers  will  bear  in  mind  the  inevitable  seizure  of  all  unwholesome  fruit 
and  vegetables,  they  can  readily  save  themselves  much  trouble  and  expense. 

WALTER  De  F.  DAY,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  SuperinUmtUntn 
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Plumbago  Works, — In  the  autumn  of  1874  the  plumbago  or 
black  lead  works  at  No.  174  Forsyth  street  were  closed  by  the  Board, 
after  repeated  hearings,  and  after  the  proprietors  had  exhausted  every 
means  at  their  disposal  to  render  their  business  inoffensive.  The 
works  were  located  in  the  midst  of  a  densely  populated  district,  and 
the  finely  powdered  plumbago  was  wafted  into  the  neighboring 
houses,  soiling  the  freshly  washed  clothes,  mixing  with  food,  and  thus 
compelling  the  closing  of  windows,  and  interfering  with  proper  venti- 
lation. This  was  an  undoubted  hardship,  and  a  direct  interference 
with  the  supply  of  fresh  air  to  which  every  one  is  entitled  ;  and  the 
business  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  conducted  as  well  without  the 
city  limits  as  within  it. 

The  following  paragraph  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent : 

SLAUGHTERING  AND  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

It  is  only  about  ten  years  since  the  business  of  slaughtering  animals  for  food  coald  be 
carried  on  without  restriction  in  any  part  of  the  city.     The  only  interest  which  it  was  neccssarf 
for  a  person  about  to  enter  this  business  to  consult,  was  his  own  convenience,  or  whether  tlo^ 
price  of  property  was  such  as  to  meet  his  ability  to  purchase  or  lease  the  necessary  ground     ^^ 
the   desired    locality.     The  location  once  selected,  which  was  usually  done  without  any  retf*^^' 
ence  to  facilities  for  drainage,  a  building  was  erected,  generally  remarkable  for  its  cheapn^ 
and  want  of  adaptation  to  the  business  ;  or  perhaps,  some  old  building,  which  had   for 
years  served  as  a  stable  or  a  workshop,  was  remodelled  so  as  in  some  imperfect  manner 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case.     In  some  instances,  not  even  a  sewer  connection  was  mac::^^^^^^^^ 
but  the  blood   and  washings  were  all  discharged  into  the  street  gutter,  and  allowed  to  9iC:^^^^ 
along  said  gutter  to  the  nearest  receiving-basin.     As  the  business  of  slaughtering  was  th    -^ 
scattered  over  different  portions  of  the  city,  it  not  only  multiplied  the  number  of  centres  fro.-    ^ 
which  foul  odors  were  disseminated,  but  it  also  subjected  large  numbers  of  citizens  to  the  anno^^^ 
ances  and  dangers  of  cattle  driving  through  many  of  our  crowded  streets  and  avenues. 

Step  by  step  this  business  has  been  concentrated  on  either  side  of  the  city,  until  the  pre^^^ 
ent  limits  have  been  reached,  which  can  only  be  regarded  as  progress  in  the  right  directioi]^^ 
and  as  preparatory  to  still  further  concentration. 

Eiarly  in  the  year  1874,  the  question  of  restricting  the  business  within  still  closer  limits 
very  strongly  agitated  by  the  Hoard,  and  during  the  spring  of  that  year,  I,  m  company  witl 
the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  Sanitary  Architect,  Mr.  Pfeiffer,  made  ^^ 
careful  inspection  of  the  slaughter  houses  then  existing  within  the  built-up  portions  of  the  city^ 
with  a  view  of  studying  their  sanitary  condition.     The  result   of  this  inspection   and   of  th^^ 
deliberations  which  followed,  was  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance   requiring   all   slaughterings 
south  of  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street,  to  be  conducted  in  abattoirs  located  directly  upon  th^ 
water  front,  etc.  ;  this  ordinance  to  take  effect  in  July,  1876.     The  report  which  I  made  on. 
that  occasion  was  embodied  in  the  **  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Health 
on  the  Concentration  and  Regulation  of  the  Business  of  Slaughtering  Animals  in  the  City  of 
New  York,**  presented  in  October,  1874,  and  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  you  for  particulars. 
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In  this  place  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  reports  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes, 
sistant  Sanitary  Superintendent,  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
S.   Goldschmidt,    Ph.  D.,    on  the  source   of  certain   foul  odors 
ich  prevailed  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 

OFFENSIVE  ODORS  FROM   MANUFACTURING  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

[t  is  not  always  easy  for  a  sanitary  inspector  to  trace  to  its  proper  source  each  one  of  the 
ous  odors  which  infect  the  atmosphere  of  a  large  manufacturing  city.  There  are  certain 
rs,  such,  for  instance,  as  those  from  gas-houses,  rendering  establishments,  tanneries, 
oleum  refineries,  etc.,  which  are  well  known,  and  at  once  recognized  ;  but  there  is  often 
ingling  of  offensive  odors,  each  due  to  a  separate  cause,  and  which  may  mislead  for  a  time 
most  competent  inspector  concerning  the  question  of  the  true  nature  and  source  of  the  more 
gerous  ones. 

E^rly  in  the  year  1874,  complaints  were  finequently  made  at  this  office,  of  certain  offensive 
rs  which  were  principally  noticed  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  city,  from  Tenth  to  Thirtieth 
:t.  In  many  instances  a  very  offensive  odor  escaped  from  the  house-drams  into  the  cellars 
houses  of  the  complainants,  and  was*also  at  times  very  offensive  in  the  streets.  The  odor 
:h  escaped  from  the  house-drains  was  described  as  **  something  like  petroleum,  though 
h  more  offensive,**  while  that  affecting  the  out-door  atmosphere  appeared  to  be  a  mixture 
etroleum,  sewer-gas,  refuse  of  gas-houses,  etc.  This  nuisance  became  of  so  serious  a  nature 
the  Board  directed  that  it  be  made  a  subject  of  special  study,  and  thereupon  Special 
►ector  Goldschmidt  and  myself  were  selected  to  make  the  necessary  investigations,  in 
>rdance  with  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  June  9, 
\' 

'*■  Resohed,  That  Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent  Janes  and  Special  Inspector  Gold- 
aid  t  be  and  are  hereby  detailed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  to 
stigate  the  subject  of  the  complaints  in  respect  to  foul  odors  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city, 
veen  Fourteenth  and  Thirtieth  streets,  and  ascertain  and  report  to  this  Board  at  the  earliest 
able  time  the  source  of  the  odors  complained  of." 

[n  giving  the  result  of  these  investigations,  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  quote  the  report 
:h  I  made  at  the  time.    Inspector  Goldschmidt*s  report  will  be  found  immediately  following 

'*  Before  attempting  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  different  sources  of  foul  odors  in  the 
/e-mentioned  district,  and  of  the  effort  heretofore  made  towards  their  abatement,  it  may  be 
I  to  premise  that  in  every  large  city  devoted  in  part  to  manufacturing  interests,  there  are,  to 
eater  or  less  extent,  emanations  developed  from  what  are  known  as   *  offensive  trades, ' 

which  it  is  necessary  to  control  by  some  special  appliances  capable  of  effecting  their 
lorization,  their  combustion,  or  their  destruction  by  some  other  chemical  means.     Indeed,  it 

be  said,  that  among  the  large  number  of  manufactunng  interests  of  the  day,  involving  the 
loyment  of  chemical  agents,  destructive  distillation  or  disintegration  of  organic  substances, 
ven  the  preparation  of  animal  matter  for  human  food,  very  few,  if  any  of  them,  can  be 
iriled  as  absolutely  free  from  odors  or  emanations  which  are  offensive  to  a  greater  or  less 
ion  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  located  ;,  and  hence  the  Sanitary  InsjDector,  in 
mpting  to  trace  to  its  original  source  any  impure  exhalations  detected  in  the  atmosphere, 
I  finds  himself  dealing  with  a  combination  of  odors  of  which  the  preponderating  one  he  finds 
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it  difficult  to  recognize  ;  and  as  these  for  the  most  part  escape  from  the  tops  of  high  chinmejs, 
they  are  often  far  more  apparent  at  a  considerable  distance  from,  than  in  close  proximitj  to,  tbt 
works  from  which  they  emanate,  making  it  difficult  for  him  to  say  that  it  is  this  and  not  the 
other  thing  which  is  the  source  of  the  annoyance.  Cattle- yards,  stables  and  slaughter-houses, 
fat-rendering,  soap  and  candle  making,  tripe  and  sausage  making,  dye-houses  and  tanneries, 
may  be  mentioned  as  a  few  among  the  large  number  of  establishments  which  exist  in  all  large 
business  towns,  and  which  send  forth  their  emanations  to  contaminate  the  atmosphere.  For 
this  reason  all  establishments  of  the  kind  should  be  under  sanitary  surveillance,  and  measures 
taken  to  control  the  escape  from  them  of  offensive  odors  or  gases,  to  say  nothing  of  establish- 
ments of  a  larger  magnitude,  as  those  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  illuminating  gas,  and 
kindred  occupations,  the  emanations  from  which,  unless  controlled,  are  often  very  offensive  and 
extend  a  great  distance  from  the  seat  of  operations. 

**  The  ofiensive  odois  which  have  firom  time  to  time  annoyed  the  residents  of  that  portion  of 
the  city  indicated  by  the  foregoing  resolution,  are  not  all  caused  by  occupations  confined  within 
said  limits,  as  we  shall  see  further  on  ;  bat  the  special  causes  of  complaint  which  are  located  m 
the  said  district,  and  which  must  form  the  principal  basis  of  this  report,  are  three  in  number,  to 
wit :  the  sewerage  of  the  district,  the  manufacture  of  illummating  gas,  and  the  manufactore  o 
the  sulphate  of  ammonia  from  ammonia  water,  one  of  the  by-products  of  the  gas-works. 

<*  In  regard  to  sewerage  proper,  but  little  can  be  said  toward  solving  the  problem  now 
before  us,  as  doubtless  much  that  is  supposed  to  emanate  from  the  sewers  is  in  fact  due  to  other 
sources. 

**  The  topography  of  the  district  is  such  as  to  favor  a  good  system  of  sewerage,  provided 
the  house-drainage  is  perfect  and  plumbing  is  done  with  proper  care,  while  the  large  amoont  of 
water  daily  passed  into  the  sewers  would  appear,  in  theory  at  least,  sufficient  to  thorooghly 
cleanse  the  channels  and  prevent,  except  perhaps  in  very  dry  seasons,  the  development  and 
escape  of  any  deleterious  gases.  During  a  very  dry  season,  when  the  supply  of  water  is 
limited,  if  organic  matter  adheres  to  the  walls  of  the  sewers,  and  the  stream  of  water  becomes 
considerably  reduced,  this  effete  matter,  as  the  water  recedes,  becomes  partially  dried  by 
exposure  to  the  sewer  atmosphere,  decomposition  is  hastened,  and  sewer  gases  are  more  rapidly 
developed,  escaping  through  imperfect  house-drains,  into  the  cellars  and  houses,  or  through 
the  perforated  man-hole  covers  into  the  streets. 

The  receiving-basins  at  the  street  comers,  which  form  a  portion  of  our  system  of  sewerage, 
are,  I  believe,  often  a  greater  source  of  annoyance  than  the  sewers  themselves.  These 
basins  are  trapped  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  an  obstacle  to  the  escape  of  sewer  gases,  and 
they  receive  not  only  all  of  the  surface  water  from  the  streets  and  sidewalks,  but  also  a  good 
deal  of  street  filth  from  the  pavements  and  gutters,  consisting  in  a  considerable  part  of  organic 
matter.  The  solid  mailer  falls  to  the  bottom,  and  is  retained  in  the  basin,  while  the  water,  as 
soon  as  it  reaches  the  level  of  the  outlet,  passes  through  the  trap  into  the  sewer,  there  remain- 
ing in  the  trap  a  sufficient  amount  of  water  to  close  the  communication  with  the  sewer.  The 
presence  of  large  amounts  of  street  filth  in  these  basins,  which  gradually  accumulate  when- 
ever there  is  a  shower  of  rain,  washing  the  street  pavements  and  gutters,  often  grre  rise  to 
offensive  odors,  which  permeate  the  atmosphere  to  the  great  annoyance  of  citizens,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  health.  In  tenement  districts,  where  house  refuse  and  olher  filth  are  deposited  in 
the  street  gutters,  and  the  streets  are  crowded  with  teams  and  traffic,  this  nuisance  is  at  the 
maximum,  and  becomes  especially  noisome  during  very  dry  weather,  when  the  amount  of 
water  in  the  basins  and  traps  is  reduced  by  evaporation,  exposing  the  solid  filth,  and  opening  a 
direct  communication  between  the  street  and  the  sewer.  At  such  times  we  are  exposed  to 
noxious  gases  from  two  sources :  from  the  sewer  direct,  in  consequence  of  the  traps  being  ex- 


i69 

hausted,  and  from  the  accumulation  in  the  basin  being  reduced  to  that  stage  of  dryness  in 
which  decomposition  is  most  active.  Again,  we  have  all  frequently  noticed  a  pungent,  sicken- 
ing odor  in  the  atmosphere  immediately  after  a  shower,  or  perhaps  during  a  heavy  storm  of 
rain,  which  probably  comes  from  the  street  basins,  and  not  from  the  sewers,  as  many  have  sup- 
posed. The  effect  of  heavy  rains  is  to  flush  and  cleanse  the  sewers,  and  to  leave  the  traps 
filled  with  water,  thus  closing  the  principal  avenues  by  which  sewer  gases  might  tend  to 
escape  into  the  street ;  and  also  to  increase  the  amount  of  filth  in  the  basins,  from  washing  of 
the  streets  and  gutters,  as  well  as  to  stir  up  the  contents  which,  perhaps,  have  long  lain  quiet 
in  the  basins,  and  thus  to  liberate  the  volume  of  offensive  gases  confined  in  the  mass.  We  are 
accustomed  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  condition  of  the  pavement  and  gutters  after  a 
heavy  rain,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  street  filth,  which  but  a  short  time  before  so  offended 
our  senses,  is  only  removed  from  our  sight,  and  deposited  but  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  street,  with  nothing  to  prevent  the  escape  of  its  noxious  exhalations  into  the  open  air  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  what  was  before  openly  generating  the  elements  of  disease,  is  simply  trans- 
formed into  a  secret  foe,  no  less  active,  because  its  operations  are  hidden  from  view. 

In  the  present  rude  method  of  cleaning  out  these  receiving-basins,  which  consist  in  raising 
the  contents  in  large  buckets  to  be  emptied  into  carts,  we  have  another  source  of  this  sickening 
odor.  Indeed,  I  think  the  most  offensive  odor  of  the  kind  I  ever  experienced  was  while  wit- 
nessing the  emptying  of  one  of  these  basins  in  mid -day  ;  and  I  would  here  beg  to  suggest  that 
by  applying  the  suction  method  to  this  work,  the  public  would  be  relieved  from  one  great 
source  of  annoyance.  Privy -vaults  are  emptied  at  any  time  of  day  by  this  method,  without  the 
slightest  offense  to  any  one,  and  why  should  it  not  be  applied  to  the  removal  of  these  masses 
of  decomposing  filth,  the  odor  from  which  is  often  as  offensive  and  as  deleterious  to  health  as 
that  from  a  neglected  privy-vault. 

The  manufacture  of  illuminating  gas  is  recognized  by  very  many  persons  as  a  fruitful  source 
of  foul  odors  in  cities,  and  is  often  charged  with  creating  odois  which  emanate  from  other 
causes.  It  is  true  that  in  all  destructive  distillation  certain  gases  are  evolved,  which,  if  allowed 
to  escape  into  the  external  atmosphere,  are  more  or  less  offensive  to  most  persons,  and  this  is 
especially  the  case  with  the  impurities  developed  by  the  distillation  of  coal  in  the  process  of 
gas-making,  which  impurities  are  separated  from  the  gas  by  some  agent  or  agents,  for  which 
they  have  strong  affinity  ;  and  on  the  care  and  management  of  these  purifying  agents  depends 
in  a  great  measure  the  presence  or  absence  in  the  atmosphere  of  impurities  from  gas  works. 

The  subject  of  preventing  the  escape  of  foul  odors  from  gas  works  received  some  years  ago 
a  very  thorough  and  exhaustive  inquiry,  the  results  of  which,  with  a  detailed  account  of  the 
investigation,  are  published  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  for  1869, 
and  may  be  regarded  as  a  portion  of  the  history  of  sanitary  effort  in  this  city.  It  must  there- 
fore suffice  here  to  give  briefly  the  practice  of  the  two  companies  whose  works  are  located  with- 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  district  under  consideration.  It  is  well  known  by  all  who  have  kept 
pace  with  tjie  inquiries  hitherto  instituted,  that  the  foul  odors  fix)m  gas-houses  are  due  to  the 
impurities  separated  firom  the  gas  and  escaping  from  the  purifying  agent  when  the  latter  is  ex- 
posed to  the  atmosphere,  and  that  they  consist  principally  of  sulphide  of  ammonium  and  sul- 
phureted  hydrogen,  mingled  with  various  other  gases  and  odors,  some  of  which  are  known, 
and  others  which  have  never  been  clearly  defined.  It  is  important  then,  that  the  material  used 
for  purifying  be  composed  of  such  substances  as  will  not  only  separate  from  the  gas  all  of  its 
impurities,  but  will  either  retain  them,  or  by  chemical  action  render  them  innocuous.  The 
two  principal  agents  used  at  present  for  this  purpose  are  lime  and  the  oxide  of  iron,  each  hav- 
ing  its  advocates — it  being  claimed  for  iron  that  the  sulphureted  hydrogen,  in  separating  from 
the  gas  is  decomposed,  the  hydrogen  uniting  with  the  oxygen  of  the  iron,  and  the  sulphur  and 
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iron  combining  to  form  a  sulphuret  of  iron,  which  upon  being  again  exposed  to  the  atmosphere 
is  in  its  turn  decomposed,  the  sulphur  being  precipitated,  and  the  iron  re-absorbing  oxygen,  be. 
comes  again  fit  for  use. 

The  advocates  of  the  lime  process  claim  that  by  a  system  of  forced  ventilation  of  the  puri- 
fiers, and  sending  the  foul  air  through  deodorizers  and  condensers,  they  are  enabled  to  success, 
fully  dispose  of  all  offensive  odors  before  the  purifiers  are  opened,  while  the  lime  more  cfiect- 
ually  purifies  the  gas  from  carbonic  acid,  the  presence  of  which  in  any  considerable  proportioD 
diminishes  its  illuminating  powers.  It  does  not  come  within  the  province  of  this  report  to  dis- 
cuss  further  the  comparative  merits  of  these  two  purifying  agents,  and  I  shall  therefore  dismiK 
this  portion  of  my  subject  by  stating  that  of  the  two  companies  alluded  to  above,  one  pariBes 
by  the  iron,  and  the  other  by  the  lime  process,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  they  are  used,  the 
special  measures  adopted  by  these  and  other  companies  within  the  city,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  accompanying  report  of  Inspector  Goldschmidt,  whose  experience  in  the  chemistry  of  gas- 
making  has  enabled  him  to  intelligently  study  the  subject. 

The  last  of  the  three  sources  mentioned,  and  the  one  which  I  believe  to  have  been  the  moA 
fruitful  in  producing  the  oflensive  odors  complained  of,  is  the  ammonia  factory  near  the  foot  ot 
East  Twentieth  street,  where  the  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  obtained  from  ammonia  water,  ab"5- 
product  of  the  gas  works.     Ammonia  is  one  of  the  products  of  the  distillation  of  coal,  and  ">& 
formed  by  the  union  of  hydrogen  with  the  nitrogen  which  is  contained  in  coal,  it  being  one    ^ 
the  elements  of  organic  matter.     Cyanogen  is  also  produced,  during  the  same  process,  by  ^•^^^ 
union  of  nitrogen  with  carbon,  and  these,  with  other  volatile  products,  are  separated  horn  "^^ 
gas  before  the  latter  reaches  the  purifier.     This  is  accomplished  by  passing  the  gas  throi^ 
what  is  technically  called  a  "scrubber,"  consisting  of  a  cylindrical  vessel  charge<l  with  co^f*^ 
over  which   a  supply   of  water  trickles,  and,  coming  in  contact  with  the  ascending  gas,  tal^^^ 
from  it  the  cyanogen  and  ammonia  in  the  forms  of  sulphide,  cyanide,  sulpho-cyanide,  and  < 
bonate  of  ammonia,  thus  constituting  what  is  known  as  ammonia  water  of  the  gas  works, 
supply  of  ammonia  water  used  at  this  factory  is  obtained  from  the  works  of  the  New  York  G> 
Company,  where  it  is  collected  in  a  well,  and  by  means  of  a  pump  is  drawn  through  an  unde-^ 
ground  pipe  to  a  receiver.     From  this  receiver  it  is  pumped  into  a  still,  when,  by  the  applic^^ 
tion  of  heat  the  volatile  matters  are  set  free  and  passed  over  to  a  receiver  containing  sulphur^^ 
acid,  which  combines  with  the  ammonia,  setting  free  the  remaining  gases  and   impurities.     ^P 
these  be   allowed   to  escape  into  the  atmosphere,  they  become  exceedingly  offensive,  and  i^ 
some  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  are  disseminated  to  a  great  distance,  escaping  at  whateve 
altitude  they  may,  and  though  by  their  elevated  temperature  carried  still  higher,  as  they  coo-^ 
they  gradually  descend  and  are  diffused  over  extensive  areas.    Their  presence  is  more  di^tinctlj^ 
felt  when   the  air  is  moist  and   deficient  in  oxygen,  whereas  in  a  clear,  bracing   atmosphere^ 
they  become  more  readily  oxidized  and  destroyed.     To  prevent  the  escape  of  these  various  im — 
purities  it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  some  special  means  for  their  destruction  or  for  otherwise 
disposing  of  them  ;  and  a  common  practice  is  to  pass  them  through  a  "scrubber,"  where,  by^ 
coming  in  contact  with  a  shower  of  cold  water,  they  are  absorbed  and  discharged  into  a  sewer- 
This  was  the  condition  of  the  New  York  Ammonia  Works  when  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
subject  several  months  a^o.     Durin^y  last  winter  complaints  frequently  came  to  this  Bureau, 
from  citizens  residing  in  that  portion  of  the  city,  of  pungent   and  exceedingly  offensive  odors 
escaping  at  intervals  from  their  house -drains  into  their  cellars  and  houses. 

The  odor  was  described  as  being  different  from  that  of  sewer  gas,  and  many  would  not  believe 
that  it  came  from  the  sewer,  but  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  due  to  some  sanitary  defect  in 
adjoining  premises.  These  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Insi;)ector  of  the  district.  Dr.  C.  P. 
Russel,   and  Assistant   Inspector  Nealis,  who,  afier  a  good  deal  of  patient  investigation,  sue- 


ceeded  in  tracing  the  nuisances  to  the  fact  that  the  refuse  of  this  ammonia  factory  was  discharged 
from  the  *•  scrubber  "  into  the  public  sewer,  the  ofJensive  gases  finding  their  way  along  the 
street  sewers  into  house  drains,  even  at  a  great  distance  from  the  starting  point,  and  escaping 
from  these  house  drains  whenever  any  defect  in  constiuction  or  material  was  reached.    Although 
this  nuisance  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  district  connected  ^ith  the  same  net. work  of  sewers, 
all  of  the  houses  were  not  alike  afiected  ;  as  in  one  house  the  odor  would  be  very  strong  and 
offensive,  while  in  the  adjoining  one  it  was  almost  or  entirely  absent,  thus  detecting  imperfect 
plumbing  with  a  degree  of  certainty  not  to  be  questioned.   Further  investigation  revealed  the 
fact  that  in  those  houses,  where  the  odor  was  most  oflknsive,  the  house  drains  were  constructed 
of  bricks  and  mortar,  which  had  become  loosened  by  time,  the  odors  escaping  through  the 
crevices  thus  formed.    As  soon  as  the  cause  of  this  nuisance  was  discovered,  an  order  was  issued, 
requiring  the  ammonia  works  to  be  disconnected  with  the  pubUc  sewers,  and  other  means  of 
drainage  to  be  provided  ;  which  being  done,  this  feature  of  the  nuisance  was  at  once  abated. 
This  provision,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  occasional  escape  of  the  same  offensive- odors  into 
\  the  external  atmosphere,  which  was  believed  to  be  due   to  a  limited   supply  of  water  in  the 

;  ** scrubber.**    As  the  water  used  in   the  **  scrubber  "  was  brought  from  the  river  by  the  action 

/  of  a.  steam  pump,  this  difficulty  was  met  by  exchanging  the  pump  for  one  of  larger  capacity,  in 

order  to  secure  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  water  to  condense  the  offensive  gases,  and  by  attach- 
ing' an  exhauster,  by  means  of  which  any  uncondensed  gases  might  be  drawn  into  the  furnace 
and  consumed.     These  efforts  were  successful,  and  for  some  time  the  citizens  of  New  York 
enjoyed  a  comparative  immunity  from  the  disagreeable  odors  which  had  for  so  long  a  time 
annoyed  them. 

-AuS  warm  weather  approached  it  was  apparent  that  the  old  enemy  had  returned,  and  that 
citize  rks  were  again  annoyed,  as  was  noticed  by  persons  residing  within  the  district,  and  as  we 
werti  informed  by  letters  fix)m  citizens  and  an  occasional  paragraph  in  some  one  of  the  public 
prints,  which  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  gave  rise  to  the  above  lesolution  ; 
thovigi,  injustice  to  this  Bureau  it  should  be  stated  that  the  investigation  was  already  in  pro- 
gress. 

^ly  first  effort  in  this  direction  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  ammonia  works,  and 
tHe  probable  share  they  had  in  contributing  to  the  cause  of  these  complaints.    With  this  object 
^^  vie-w,  I  called  upon  a  number  of  citizens  from  whom  we  had  received  letters  on  the  subject, 
"^r  tlie  purpose  of  mquiring  the  time  of  day  or  night  in  which  they  had  experienced  the  annoy- 
ance, the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  at  such  times,  direction  of  winds,  etc.     With  data  thus 
^*^*^uired,  I  found,  upon  consulting  the  records  of  the  ammonia  works,  that  the  hours  in  which 
tney  vrere  in  operation  corresponded  with  those  mentioned  by  citizens  as  the  time  in  which  they 
^^P*^rienced  the  most  annoyance,  and  furthermore,  by  consulting  the  weather  records,  it  was 
tound  that  the  prevailing  winds  had  been  such  as  to  indicate  the  ammonia  works  as  the  source 
^Toiti  whence  emanated  the  foul  odors  complained  of.     It  was  also  ascertained,  upon  inspection 
*^*^  these  works,  that  the  improvements  which   had  been   made   during  the  winter  had  been 
Amoved.    The  exhauster,  by  means  of  which  the  gases  escaping  the  **  scrubber  "  were  con- 
ducted into  the  furnace  to  be  consumed,  had  been  removed,  upon  the  piea  that  the  furnace  was 
^Jijured  by  the  process,  and  from  some  other  motive   the   amount  of  water  supplied   to  the 
'scrubber**  had   been  considerably  reduced   by  removal   of  the  pump,  and   substituting  a 
smaller  one  in  its  place,  the  capacity  of  which  was  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  entire  condensa- 
tion of  the  waste  gases,  thus  allowing  their  escape   to   the  external  air.     These  facts  were  at 
once  verbally  reported  to  the  Board,  whereupon,  as  Inspector  Russel  had   previously  filed  a 
''utten  complaint,  in  which  he  stated  as  his  opinion,  that  these  works  occasioned  the  nuisances 
complained  of,  the   Board  issued  its  order  that  the  works  be  discontinued,  which  order  was 
nnnaediately  compUed  with,  and  the  proprietors  set  about  improving  their  machinery. 
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For  several  weeks  daily  inspections  were  made  by  Inspector  Goldschmidt  or  mysdi^  not 
only  of  the  ammonia  works,  but  the  gas  works  were  also  frequently  visited  for  the  purpose  d 
witnessing  the  opening  of  purifiers,  etc. 

The  mouths  of  sewers  draining  the  ammonia  works  and  gas  works  were  examined  bj 
Inspector  Goldschmidt,  and  all  found  to  discharge  below  the  level  of  low  water. 

The  ammonia  company  obtained  permission  to  connect  with  a  private  sewer  belonging  to 
the  New  York  Gas  Company.  They  also  repaired  their  machinery,  provided  for  a  larger  supply 
of  water,  and,  since  the  17th  of  August,  their  works  (by  verbal  permit)  have  been  in  operatioQ 
during  daytime,  on  trial,  and  thus  far,  although  inspections  and  mquiries  have  been  frequent, 
no  complaints  concerning  the  establishment  have  been  received. 

I  am  not  ready,  however,  to  recommend  to  the  Board  the  granting  of  a  permit  for  this  com- 
pany to  resume  its  operations,  until  the  present  method  of  work  has  stood  the  test  of  more  time 
and  of  all  conditions  of  the  atmosphere. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  a  brief  notice  of  various  oftensive  odois,  the 
sources  of  which  are  located  outside  of  the  limits  of  this  district,  and  indeed  outside  of  the  dty. 
For  a  long  time  past  the  east  wind  has  occasionally  brought  to  us  ofiensive  odors,  which  varied 
in  character,  but  which  could  not  be  traced  either  to  the  ammonia  or  gas  works.  Since  this 
investigation  was  commenced,  Inspector  Goldschmidt  has  more  than  once  traced  an  odor  of  a 
peculiar  nature  firom  Madison  avenue  to  the  petroleum  works  at  Hunter's  Point  and  Green- 
point.  He  has  also  traced  an  offensive  gas-house  odor  to  the  gas  works  at  Williamsbmrgh, 
where  the  lime  process  of  purifying  is  used  without  any  special  means  of  ventilating  the  puri- 
fiers. He  has  also,  five  or  six  times,  traced  ofiensive  odors  across  the  East  river  to  the  render- 
iilg  and  fertilizing  works  at  Williamsburgh. 

These  sources  of  nuisance  are  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  but  it  is  proper  that  the  public  be 
informed  that  New  York  industries  are  not  alone  concerned  in  disturbing  the  happiness  and 
comfort  of  New  York  citizens. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  the  result  of  this  investigation  points  directly  to  the  works  of 
the  New  York  Ammonia  Company,  as  the  source  of  most  of  the  ofiensive  odors  which  per- 
vaded the  eastern  part  of  the  city  during  a  portion  of  last  winter  and  the  early  part  of  the 
summer  ;  and  that  by  proper  management  these  odors  may  be  controlled,  and  the  bnsiness 
conducted  without  offense. 

It  also  appears  that  the  two  gas  companies  in  the  district  are  both  endeavoring  to  oondoct 
their  business  without  giving  offense,  having  adopted  methods  of  purifying  approved  by  the 
Health  Department ;  yet,  it  must  be  remembered  that,  however  well  matured  the  plans  and 
well  adapted  the  apparatus  may  be,  there  are  occasional  accidental  causes  of  annoyance  con- 
nected with  all  offensive  trades. 

The  public  sewers  probably  contribute  somewhat  to  the  impurities  of  the  atmosphere,  bat 
more  is  doubtless  due  to  the  condition  of  the  receiving-basins  at  the  street  comers.  When 
liquids  containing  volatile  gases  of  an  ofiensive  nature  are  discharged  into  the  public  sewers, 
these  gases  will  find  their  way  into  the  house-drains  of  the  districts,  and  by  their  property  of 
difiiision  and  tendency  to  escape  through  the  most  minute  crevice,  will  thoroughly  test  the 
perfection  of  such  house-drains,  as  well  as  of  traps  and  waste-pipes  connected  therewith.  In 
the  operation  of  emptying  receiving-basins,  I  would  recommend  that  the  suction  method  be 
adopted,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  entirely  practicable,  as  well  as  more  expeditious  and  far  less 
offensive  than  the  rude  method  now  in  use. 

Fmally,  this  investigation  has  proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  our  citizens  are  sometimes 
annoyed  with  offensive  odors  which  emanate  from  industries  located  outside  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  over  which  no  branch  of  our  City  Government  has  any  control. 
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It  is  proper  to  remark  here  that  since  the  above  report  was  made, 
the  business  of  the  ammonia  factory  has  been  conducted  generally 
without  offense.  At  one  time  they  undertook,  as  a  matter  of  economy, 
to  use  "  sludge  acid,"  but,  as  this  was  betrayed  by  its  offensive  odor, 
it  was  immediately  given  up,  and  unadulterated  sulphuric  acid  has 
been  used  ever  since.  There  has  been  no  abatement,  however,  in 
the  smells  that  come  to  us  from  over  the  river — the  petroleum  and 
fertilizing  works — from  which  during  east  winds  our  city  is  daily  and 
nightly  regaled ;  neither  have  we  any  means  of  dealing  with  a  nui- 
sance situated  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  city.  In  order  to  meet 
such  cases,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  State  Board  of  Health,  properly 
organized  and  clothed  with  due  authority,  is  necessary ;  and  in  this 
respect  I  would  remark  that  we  are  far  behind  many  of  our  sister 
States.  But  as  this  is  not  the  place  to  advocate  such  a  measure,  I 
shall  allow  this  mere  reference  to  the  matter  to  suffice.  The  following 
is  the  report  of  Inspector  Goldschmidt  on  the  **  gas  nuisance  '*  in  the 
city  and  its  suburbs  : 

Sanitary  Bureau,  Board  of  Health,  { 
September  25,  1874.  | 

Walter  De  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintendent: 

Sir— In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ordering  an  inspection  of  the 
several  gas-works  of  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report : 

In  the  exceedingly  able  treatise  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Chandler,  then  Chemist  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Health,  and  published  in  the  report  of  that  body  for  the  year  1869,  the  cause  and 
remedies  of  the  **  gas  nuisance  "  are  so  thoroughly  exposed  and  discussed  that  I  feel  it  would 
be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  even  attempt  to  cover  the  ground  thus  gone  over. 

I  feel,  also,  that  it  will  better  correspond  with  the  intent  of  the  resolution  to  sketch  the  im- 
provements adopted  by  the  different  companies  whereby  the  stench  of  the  purifiers,  so  oflen 
complained  of,  has  in  a  great  measure  been  abated. 

THE  GAS-WORKS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York  City,  by  a  combination  of  the  difierent  companies,  has  been  divided  into  separate 
districts,  supplied  by  separate  works,  so  that  until  the  establishment  of  the  Mutual,  in  1872,  there 
was  no  competition  between  them.  I  append  a  list  of  the  districts,  with  the  names  of  the  com- 
panies suppljrmg  each : 

New  York  Gas-light  Company,  incorporated  1823.  C.  L.  Everett,  President ;  C.  C.  Mowl- 
ton,  Superintendent.  Office — 157  Hester  street ;  Works— East  Twenty-first  street.  District — 
below  Grand  street.     Price  of  gas,  $2.75  per  1,000  feet. 

Manhattan  Gas-light  Company,  incorporated  1830.  Charles  Roome,  President ;  C.  V. 
Smith,  Superintendent.  Office — Irving  Place,  comer  Fifteenth  street ;  Works — foot  of  East 
Fourteenth  street  and  foot  of  West  Eighteenth  street.     Price  of  gas,  $2.75  per  1,000  feet. 


Metropalitan  Gas4igbl  Corapany,  incorporated  1863.  O.  Z^Iiicofler,  President  ;  L  H&tBB^ 
Superintendent  0!Ticc  — Ii50l  Broad  ii^ay  ;  Works— foot  of  West  Forty -second  street;  otrt 
houses  -West  Sixty -third  street  and  East  Skty- fifth  street,  Dktiict— between  TMrtjJ^MB^ 
street  and  Seventy -ninth  street.     Price  of  gas,  $2-75  P*''  itOOo  feet» 

HaHcm  Gas-light  Company,  incorporated  1854.  Burr  Wakcman,  President  ;  John  Bdma^ 
Superintendent.  OHices— 2,o84Tbird  avenue  and  59  Liberty  street ;  Works — foot  of  Easi  One 
Hundre^I  and  Eleventh  street.  District — bounded  by  Sevcniy-nioih  street  and  Harleoi  mer. 
Price  of  gas,  Ij.oo  per  1,000  leet. 

Mutual  Ga'i-light  Company^  incorporated  1S66,  C.  K*  Garrison,  Pre^dent  ;  S»  P*  Paduo, 
Superintendent*  Office— 56  Union  Square;  Works— foot  of  East  Eleventli  street,  Drttridl— 
ThU  Company  have  no  limit,  hut  enter  chiefly  into  competition  with  tbe  Manhaltan  and  Mean* 
poUtftn  Companies. 

Union  Gas-light  Company.  Works— foot  of  East  Ninety- fifth  street,  unfinished.  Dv-Jikt— 
This  Company  was  started  with  the  intention  of  competing  with  the  llariem  and  Metropijlitia 
Companies. 

New  York  Oxigen  Gas  Company,  Works — West  Fortieth  street ;  abandoned.  District*- 
This  Company,  whose  intention  it  was  to  light  the  whole  city  by  the  Tci*ii  du  Motay  prt«es. 
have  never  made  much  progress. 

Westchester  County  Gas-light  Company,  incorporated  1859.  William  R*  Beal,  Pr&daiJ 
and  Superintendent,  Oflfjce — Alessander  avenue  and  One  Huniired  and  Forty -second  stiteJ; 
Works  -One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  street  and  East  river.  District — Momsada  «i 
Lower  West  Farms,     I'ricc  of  gas,  Jj*50  per  1,000  feet. 

Suburban  Gas-llghi  Company,  incorporated  1870.  Charles  W.  Bathgate,  Pf^iJeni- 
Office— Railroad  avenue,  comer  Mott  street ;  Works — Bronx  river.  District— Upper  Werf 
Farms.     Price  of  gas^  $4<*>^  9^^  1,000  feet. 

Around  all  gas-works  the^e  will  be  constantly  found  an  odor  of  gas,  due  to  its  escipe  ^f 
leakage*  This  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  necessary  nuisance,  without  which  the  works  cotI^I  1^ 
exist ;  yet,  as  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  companies  to  reduce  this  percentage  of  loss  to  1  ^^ 
mum,  the  cure  may  be  well  left  to  their  caie.  It  is  only,  however,  when  we  obtam  the  ste^ 
from  their  purifiers,  to  obviate  which  costs  compaj-a Lively  a  large  sum,  that  it  become  aecesuj 
for  the  Board  of  Health  to  exercise  its  power. 

The  manufactvsre  aitd  condensation  of  gas^  to  be  illuminating  gas  at  present  used,  is  muJiljf 
derived  from  the  distillation  of  coal  In  clay  retorts.     This,  by  means  of  the  exhaust,  is  dm" 
into  the  hydraulic  main,  and  thence  through  the  various  parts  of  the  puritier  and  mcasu  ; 
apparatus  till  it  is  finally  dejxjsited  In  the  holder  ready  for  dismbntion.     In  the  hydraulic  is: 
which  acts  as  a  general  receiver  for  all  the  volatile  producis  of  the  dislillalion,  a  part  of 
ammonia  water  and  tar  are  condensed  ;  a  larger  portion  of  the  remainder  is  carried  into  tk 
and  ammonia  wells  at  the  base  of  the  condensers  and  scrubbers,  vaiious  patterns  of  whkli  -- 
in  use,  special  advantages  being  claimed,  of  course,  for  each. 

Here  entem  the  first  prominent  nuisance  caused  by  the  works,  and  one  for  which  the  com- 
panies are  not  wholly  responsible.  The  tar  and  ammonia- water  are  sold  to  outside  partiei  it  I 
fixed  price  **per  ton  of  coal  carboni£ed,"'  so  that  the  works  merely  provide  storage-room  fof 
these  materials.  Whenever  these  wells  become  filled  the  overflow  pas^s  into  the  river.  This, 
of  course,  does  not  happen  often,  as  the  contractors  find  it  to  their  interest  to  retnove  ibe  stock 
as  often  as  possible  ;  yet,  when  the  demand  for  gas  ts  great,  and  the  market  for  the  lye  product! 


low,  it  has  frequently  occurred  that  both  ammonia  water  and  tar  have  been  suffered  to  pollute 
the  neighboring  streams. 

The  Purifiers, — In  New  York  City  there  are  two  general  methods  of  purification  in  use. 
By  all  of  them  the  tar  and  ammonia  compounds  are  readily  extracted  ;  indeed,  in  most  gas- 
works they  seldom  even  reach  the  purifiers,  being  removed  by  the  apparatus  mentioned  above. 
In  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  works,  however,  I  have  found  tar  m  the  purifiers  through  erroneous 
management.  The  chief  substances,  therefore,  to  be  removed  by  the  purifiers  are  carbonic  acid, 
siilphureted  hydrogen,  sulphocyanogen,  sulphide  of  carbon  (S^C),  and  various  sulphureted 
hydrocarbons,  the  exact  composition  and  nature  of  which  are  but  little  understood.  These 
latter  are  converted,  by  burning,  into  sulphurous  acid,  which  is  des.tructive  to  household  furni- 
ture and  clothing,  and  even  injurious  to  human  life.  *Nor  are  its  eflects  less  deleterious  because 
we  may  have  partly  become  accustomed  to  the  odor  and  flavor  through  the  constant  use  of 
friction  matches.  As  to  the  quantity  of  sulphur  which  may  be  safely  left  in  gas,  authorities 
differ.  Doctor  Letheby  wishes  to  confine  the  amount  to  lo  or  12  grains.  The  English  Parlia- 
ment places  the  limit  at  20  grains,  while  many  of  the  most  eminent  gas  engineers  state  that  30 
or  even  40  grains  may  be  unobjectionable.  I  can,  in  this  relation,  do  no  better  than  quote  from 
Prof.  William  Odling,  in  his  lecture  before  the  British  Gas  Managers',  and  incorporated  by  Dr. 
Chandler  in  his  exhaustive  report  already  alluded  to  : 

**I  am  altogether  at  issue  with  the  public  when  they  maintain  that  the  sulphur  of  gas   pro- 
duces, by  its  combustion,  oil  of  vitriol,  or  that  the  amount  of  sulphur  ordinarily  contained  in 
^as  is  of  any  consequence  whatever  ;  and  a  little  consideration  will,  I  think,  satisfy  you  of  the 
soundness  of  this  position.     We  will  assume  that  coal  gas  contains  not  20  but  40  grains  of  sul- 
phur in  100  feet-  a  quantity,  at  any  rate,  greatly  exceeding  the  reality.     Now,  making  another 
^actravagant  assumption,  that  the  whole  of  the  40  grains  of  sulphur  would  be  completely 
t>*irned,  and  in  reality  they  would  be  burned  very  incompletely,  they  would  furnbh  by  their 
<::'onibustion  80  grains  of  sulphurous  acid  gas.     This  quantity  of  the  produced  sulphurous  acid 
"»^^o\xld  occupy,  at  ordinary  temperatures,  about  one-fifteenth  part  of  a  cubic  foot,  and  since  100 
^^«^  bi«  feet  of  our  coal  gas  gives  one-fifteenth  of  a  cubic  foot  of  sulphurous  acid,  1,500  cubic 
^^>^tL    of  coal  gas  would  be  required  to  furnish  one  cubic  foot  of  the  acid,  even  upon  the  extra va- 
S'^ri  ^  assumptions  we  have  purposely  made.     But  the  combustion   of  1,500  feet   of  coal-gas 
*^^^»-»Jld  produce  something  besides  sulphurous  acid.    It  would  produce  at  least  i,aoo  cubic  feet 
*^^*^      ^z^  arbonic  acid,  and  in  addition  to  its  dilution  by  other  gases  and  vapors,  we  should  have  our 
^^""^  *  '^^liurous  acid  diluted  by  1,000  times  its  volume  of  carbonic  acid.     Now,  if  we  can  get  at  the 
*~^*^^=^^^Dortion  of  carbonic  acid  in  a  room  highly  illuminated  with  gas,  and  take  the  thousandth 
*^^^***-   ^  of  that  proportion,  we  shall  be  able  to  form  some  notion  of  the  amount  of  sulphurous 
'^^"■'^i^  present.     You  will  remember  that  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  furnished  by  the  breath  of 
^'^  ^^    individual  is  equal  to  that  fiimished  by  two  three-feet  gas-burners  ;   and  that  the  maximum 
^^*^^^^~^  ^ount  of  carbonic  acid  found  in  the  atmosphere  of  a  crowded  theatre  was  0.32  per  cent, 
v,  if  in  addidon  to  our  previous  unreasonable  suppositions  we  further  suppose  that  an  atmos- 
;  contains  0.2  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid  furnished  by  gas  combustion,  you  will  see  that  the 
^  ^le  matter  becomes  a  reductio  ad  absurdum  ;  that  we  might  actually  have  one-half  millionth 
^^^^'^n  of  sulphurous  acid  present  in  the  air  of  a  gas-lighted  room.'* — British  Journal  of  Gas- 
^<^-^is5?,  1868,/.  82. 

The  carbonic  acid  dilutes  the  gas,  reducing  the  illuminating  power  ;   thus  the  presence  of 

^^^  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid  will  cause  a  reduction  in  candle-power  of  five  per  cent.     This 

^*^^y  be  obviated  by  a  slight  increase  in  the  use  of  enriching  material,  or  by  the  non -extraction 
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of  the  lust  particles  of  gas  from  tlie  coal.  ■*  There  is  no  sanitary  objection  to  the  prcsenzof 
this  substance,  as  either  peffectly  purified  gas  when  bamedj  or  one  pair  of  hummus  lun^  vJU 
prtxiuce  ii^  a  given  lime  far  more  carbonic  acid  than  will  ever  be  found  m  coal-gas/' 

I  think  the  alx>ve  biief  summary  will  leadily  remove  the  objections  raised  agsi&stubtl 
known  as  the  **  oxide  of  iron  process/*  This,  it  will  be  remembered »  is  asserted  to  teave 
sulphur  and  c^arbonic  acid  in  the  coal  gas  ihan  the  so-called  "dry-lime  method,**  It  i 
late,  however,  to  discuss  the  questiont  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  having  rcademfici 
decision  m  1S69,  and  since  then  no  facts  have  been  discovered  to  cause  the  prcseni  BdU!! 
to  revise  the  decision  of  its  predecc^or^ 

The  Gfis  Work$  of  New  York  may  therefore  be  divided  into  two  general  classes,  vk.  -, 

I.  Works  employing  the  iron  purification. 
7.  Works  employing  the  lime  purlBcation. 

L — laoN  Method  of  PtiiiiFicATioN, 

The  iron  ore  process,  more  or  less  modified,  is  employed  by  the  New  Vork,  W* 
Harlem,  and  Mutual  Companies* 

This  method  is  based  on  the  original  Laming  Sc  Hill  patents.  The  former,  issued  Apnl  17, 
1847,  consisted  of  a  mixture  of  photo-sulphate  of  iron  (copperas},  slaked  lime,  with  one-fourii  & 
weight  of  sawdust,  exposed  until  the  protoxide  was  oxidized  to  sesquioxide,  forming,  ther^ufc, 
a  compionnd  of  hydrated  sesquioxide  of  iron,  ^nilphate  of  lime,  and  sawdusts  Hill  emplc^yed 
bog-iron  ore  (native  hyd rated  sesquioxide  of  iron )  with  one- tenth  its  weight  of  charcoal ;  thtf  dwr- 
€Oiil  and  sawdust  being  used  to  lender  the  mass  parous.  In  the  purifiers  the  peroxide  of  inn 
is  converted  by  the  sulphureied  hydrogen  into  sesqui -sulphide  of  iron  (Fe^S  ).  On  exp<»iie 
to  the  air,  after  \xsJt,  the  iron  is  reojcidiied,  the  liulphur  separated,  and  the  mixture  uied  ow 
and  over  again.  This  is  done  until  the  mass  contains  40  to  60  per  cent,  of  sulphur*  It  may  k 
then  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  Berlin  blue,  yellow  prussiate  of  potash,  and  sulpbo^-^- 
ide  of  ammonium. 

This  Company,  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  fiirat,  to  employ  a  steam  stoker,  fill  thdr  pixrifics 
with  the  "St*  John  and  Cartwright  mixture."  This  is  composed  of  bog4ron  ore  mixed  *iJi 
iron  turnings,  saturated  with  ammoniacal  liquor,  and  exposed  to  the  air.  To  this  mas  3  p^ 
cent,  of  coarsely  pulverized  charcoal  is  added.  This  mixture  of  natural  and  artifidal  saqiJ- 
oxide  of  iron  is  sprinkled  with  ammonia  water  poor  to  being  placed  on  the  perforated  bcui^ 
bottom  of  the  purifier*  This  mixture  has  worked  satisfactorily,  having  been  renewed  bat  l*<* 
since  its  introduction  in  iS6g, 

h.   The  WtsUhesitr  GasMgkt  C&mpany 

use  the  St.  John  and  Cartwright  patent  without  modification.     Their  experience  fully  be*'* 
out  tliat  of  the  New  York  as  to  its  success, 

c.   The  Harlem  Goi-ligki  C&mpm^. 

This  Company  modify  the  above  process.  The  iron  ore  compound  is  placed  in  the  poji- 
fier  to  the  depth  only  of  some  two  feet  \  above  thk  is  placed  two  layers  of  trays  contftimng 
hydrate  of  Ume*  The  intention  of  this  is  to  absorb  the  carbonic  add  of  the  cofll-E»* 
There  are^  however,  two  objections  to  its  use  :  Firat— The  deterioration  of  the  irom  coropoomd 
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from  the  lime  soaking  into  it  between  the  slats  of  the  trays  ;  secondly,  the  reduction  in  illum- 
inating power  undergone  by  the  gas  passing  through  both  the  iron  and  the  lime.  This  latter 
Dbjection,  the  Company  claims,  is  obviated  by  the  employment  of  a  peculiar  variety  of  scrub- 
ber, and  of  naphtha  as  an  enriching  material.  The  method  of  introducing  this  into  the  coal- 
gas  varies  somewhat  from  that  employed  at  the  Mutual  works.  The  naphtha  is  volatilized  by 
passing  the  coal-gas  into  it,  and  the  two  drawn  into  a  closed  retort,  where  they  are  heated 
together,  and  pass  thence,  thoroughly  combined,  through  the  condensers  into  the  holders  for 
distribution.  As  to  the  success  of  the  purifying  compound,  I  have  no  exact  data,  the  Company 
having  employed  it  but  for  a  short  time,  and  passing  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  amount 
of  gas  manufactured  through  it. 

d.  The  Mutual  Gas-light  Company, 

This  Company,  like  the  Harlem,  manufacture  a  large  proportion  of  their  gas  from  naphtha. 
Tliis  is  vaporized  in  closed  stills,  "converted  into  a  permanent  gas  "  by  passage  through  heated 
retorts,  condensed,  and  mixed  with  a  proportion  of  atmospheric  air,  is  passed  into  the  pipes 
carrying  the  coal-gas,  through  which  it  is  thoroughly  diffused,  and  thence,  together,  carried 
nto  the  holders.  The  coal-gas  is  puri6ed  by  passage  through  the  "Parham  mixture,"  by 
Arhich  it  is  claimed  both  the  carbonic  acid  and  the  sulphur  are  removed.  This  is  composed  of 
x>g-iron  ore,  protosulphate  of  iron,  hydrate  of  lime,  and  sawdust.  These  are  exposed  to  the 
lir,  being  sprinkled  with  water  prior  to  being  placed  in  the  purifiers.  There  is  formed,  there- 
ore,  in  the  compound  sesquioxide  of  iron  (both  natural  and  artificial),  sulphate  of  lime,  an 
excess  of  hydrate  of  lime  and  sawdust  The  patentee  claims  to  have  passed  i3,ooo<feet  of 
Westmoreland  coal  gas  through  a  bushel  without  change. 

II.— The  Dry-Lime  Process. 

This  consists  in  the  employment  of  moist  hydrate  of  lime  placed  on  a  series  of  trays  in  the 
purifiers.  After  passing  the  gas  through  this,  and  opening  the  boxes,  oxidation  ensues,  causing 
itt  foul  stench  so  well  known  a  few  years  since  in  New  York  as  the  gas  smell.  This  has  now 
^>cen  more  or  less  successfiUly  obviated  by  the  introduction  of  the  various  means  of  ventilating 
fte  lime  prior  to  opening  the  purifiers. 

a.   77u  Manhattan  Gas-light  Company, 

This  Company,  the  first  to  adopt  these  improvements,  employ  what  is  known  as  the  Palmer 
s%jem  of  ventilation.  This,  invented  in  1842,  Was  originally  intended  as  a  means  of  revivify- 
^  the  lime,  but,  with  appropriate  modifications,  has  been  applied  to  its  present  purpose  # 
^r^en  the  purifier  is  "  foul,"  the  gas  is  turned  off,  and  the  cover  raised  so  that  its  base  will  just 
■^^*r  the  water  around  the  inner  box,  an  exhaust  fan,  running  over  800  revolutions,  is  set  in 
^^on,  and  air  rapiiily  drawn  through  the  purifier.  This  air  is  passed  through  a  washer  of  the 
^-al  construction,  thence  through  a  second  purifier  filled  with  lime,  and  finally  into  the 
^  '^njxey,  in  which  it  is  forced  through  a  water  spray  similar  to  the  one  employed  in  the  scrub- 
•^^  prior  to  being  passed  into  the  open  air.  The  second  purifier,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
c^eodorizer,"  is  filled  with  refuse  lime,  moistened  and  oxidized  by  exposure  to  the  air.  After 
^  has  been  drawn  through  the  purifier  for  about  an  hour,  a  valve  between  it  and  the  first 
^-sher  is  opened,  and  air  drawn  in  through  this  opening,  and  finally  connection  with  the 
•-^^ifier  is  shut  off,  by  air  passed  through  the  deodorizer  and  washers  alone.  Since  the  adop- 
^^•^i  of  this  means  of  ventilation,  the  complaints  against  this  Company  have  almost  entirely 
-^«ed. 
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b»   Th^  Suifi^rbnH  Gas-iighi  C&mpany. 

Here  we  Snd  employed  the  old-fashioned  dry-lime  process,  mlhout  modi6ciaiioa  oc 
of  veniilatioD,    As  the  works  are  smalt,  aiul  far  ftova.  any  inhabited  neighborhood,  1  sbonld 
siiggest  that,  for  the  present,  no  action  be  i^ken  in  rc^rd  to  thein» 

c.   TA£  M^iropi>UtaH  Gas-iighi  Camptuiy* 

I  regret  to  stale  that  thej«  ore  still  numerous  compliunts  against  this  Company.  They  ^^ 
adopted,  it  is  Ime,  a  means  of  vcntilalion,  but  the  proeess  does  not  seem  to  work  satisfactanlT 
The  works  employ  a  modification  of  the  McKenzie  system.  The  latter  consists  in  drawing  air 
through  the  purifier  by  a  steam  exhauster*  In  the  tops  of  the  bones  are  cut  openings  closel  by 
caps,  which  art?  unsecured  when  the  purifier  is  to  be  *Mrawn.'*  The  air,  entering  thiOTit 
them,  is  passed  through  a  scries  of  pipes  until  it  reaches  a  narrow  throat,  where  it  is  thomtigtilf 
mixed  with  a  jet  of  steams  then  passes  through  a  condenser,  and  finally  into  the  op^  a^^ 
Such  is  the  principle  of  the  ventilator^  but,  un fortunately ,  it  is  not  earned  into  practice.  The 
errors  of  the  Metropolitan  system  are  two  in  number  : 

Firit — The  employment  of  too  small  an  air  exhauster.  This  the  Company  have  proftused 
to  remedy,  the  present  exhauster  being  only  employed  until  the  completion  of  their  large  ooe. 

Setmtd — Placing  the  condenser  BBft>EE  instead  of  a/ller  the  steam  jet,  a  portion  only  of  tie 
foul  gases  being  condensed.  In  justice  to  the  patentees,  I  should  state  that  they  cSaim  ihe 
process  would  have  t)een  success  Jul  had  it  been  carried  ont  in  accordance  with  their  originil 
designs, 

I  should  recommend  that  the  Company  be  required  to  place  either  an  additional  condenKf 
or  a  deodoriser  similar  to  that  of  the  Manhattan  Company  beyond  the  steam  jet,  betwcea  it  ana 
the  chimney,  in  order  to  condense  any  gases  at  present  passing  into  the  ak. 

CHIEF  ADDITIONAL  CAtJSES   OF  THE  SO-CALLID    **  GAS  NUISANCE.'* 

During  my  inspection  of  the  gas  works,  my  attention  was  frequently  attracted  by  serttal 
disagreeable  nuisances,  some^  it  is  true,  outside  of  New  York,  for  which  the  gas  companies  Uf^ 
been  frequently  and  unjustly  blamed. 

The  first  and  most  prominent  of  the  oftendeis  is  the  WilliaoLsburgh  Gas-light  Campaof* 
whose  works — employing  the  **dry  lime  purification,"  without  mean^  of  deodoii«atiOft-^** 
situated  nearly  opposite  East  Seventeenth  street.  With  a  brisk  east  or  southeast  het^^  ^ 
smell  of  their  purifier  is  distinctly  perceptible  as  far  up  as  Thirty-fourth  ftreet.  Many  of  ^ 
complain U  against  the  gas  and  ammonia  works  are  distinctly  traceable  to  this  cause. 

Indeed,  when  first  investigating  the  ammonia  nuisance^  I  was  deceived  into  believing  U* 
latter  running  owing  to  the  smell  from  the  foul  lime. 

Next  in  order  we  find  the  odor  from  the  *'  sludge  acid  **  of  the  oil  work$  at  Hunter's  P^^ 
and  Greenpoint.  When  the  petroleum  ^  after  distillation,  is  mixed  with  acid  and  air  Hov* 
through  the  mass,  a  peculiar  stench  is  set  free  ;  this^  though  distinguishable  by  one  aecuJ- 
tomed  to  the  odor,  is  frequently  mistaken  by  the  ordinary  citizen  for  the  so-called  **g« 
smelK" 

Last^  but  not  least,  we  find  the  New  York  Ammonia  Works,  comer  of  Avenue  B  xdA 
Twentieth  street*  The  Company  manufacture  sulphate  and  other  ammoniacal  salts  from  the 
waste  liquor  of  the  New  York  Gas  Works. 
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This  contains  sulphide,  cyanide,  and  sulpho-cyanide  of  ammonium,  carbonate  and  other 
compounds  of  anmionia.  Hitherto,  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  many  deleterious  gases  have 
been  sufiered  to  escape,  for  which  the  gas  companies  have  been  almost  universally  blamed. 
This  nuisance  has,  I  trust,  been  cured  ;  the  gases  being,  passed  through  a  proper  scrubber  and 
finally  into  the  furnace.  For  a  complete  account  of  the  means  adopted  for  discovering  and 
remedying  this  evil,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  extensive  report  of  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Super- 
intendent, Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  on  this  subject. 

Street  Cars. — In  December,  1874,  very  bitter  complaints  were 
made  against  the  want  of  ventilation  in  the  cars  of  the  Eighth  avenue 
line.  In  very  cold  or  stormy  weather  the  doors  and  windows  would 
be  closed,  and  in  their  crowded  condition  the  air  became  in  a  short 
time  stifling  and  unfit  for  respiration.  An  order  to  provide  suitable 
ventilation  was  therefore  made  upon  this  company,  but  it  was  resisted, 
and  a  hearing  was  demanded  before  the  Board.  Many  witnesses  ap- 
peared on  the  part  of  the  company  before  George  S.  Hastings,  who 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Board  to  take  evidence,  and  for  the  public 
several  of  the  Inspectors,  Dr.  E.  H.  Janes,  Assistant  Sanitary  Super- 
intendent, H.  Endemann,  Ph.  D.,  in  charge  of  the  Disinfecting  Corps, 
and  Mr.  John  Stephenson,  car-maker.  Several  days  having  been  given 
to  the  examination  of  this  question,  the  line  finally  withdrew  its  op- 
position to  the  order,  and  soon  afterwards  the  Ninth  avenue  car  line, 
to  whose  bad  ventilation  there  was  the  same  objection,  and  which 
was  owned  by  the  same  parties,  put  in  a  satisfactory  system  of  venti- 
lators in  compliance  with  the  law. 

In  October,  1875,  the  Board  directed  an  inspection  of  street  cars, 

with  special  reference  to  their  use  of  cushions.     It  was  found  that 

most  of  the  car  companies  had  already  complied  with  section  172  of 

t/ie  Sanitary  Code.     The  Forty-second  and  Grand  street  Ferry  Co. 

(t:he  Green  cars),  the  Tenth  avenue  R.  R.  Co.  (Belt  line),  the  city  line 

oCthe  Harlem  R.  R.  Co.  (Fourth  avenue  cars),  the  Third  avenue  cars, 

^^xid  the  Bleecker  street  line,  had  not  fully  complied  with  the  require- 

f"»:^ents  of  the  Code,  though  they  assured  the  Inspectors  that  they  were 

f'^r^aking  the  desired  changes  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Harlem  Flats, — ^The  filling  in  of  these  marshy  lands  has  pro- 
^"  :ressed  steadily  since  the  last  Annual  Report,  and  the  condition  of 
t^ine  district  has  vastly  improved  since  then. 

The  Board  wisely  permitted  street  dirt  and  ashes,  deprived  as  far 
^^s  possible  of  garbage,  to  be  deposited  below  the  sewer  level,  provided 
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they  were  covered  with  two  feet  of  fresh  earth.  It  has  happened 
several  times  that  objectionable  material  has  been  used  so  that  the 
process  has  been  offensive  and  has  called  for  active  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

In  some  cases  the  scow  loads  have  been  disinfected  under  the 
supervision  of  officers  of  this  bureau,  and  in  others  the^  made  ground 
itself  was  disinfected.  In  June,  1875,  in  consequence  of  the  settling 
of  grounds  previously  filled  and  the  exposure  of  this  filling  to  heat 
and  moisture,  the  Board  directed  a  special  disinfection  of  them, 
which,  as  will  be  seen  by  Dr.  Endemann's  report,  was  accomplished 
at  an  expense  of  $1,853.73. 

It  seems  improbable  that  these  low  grounds  are  to  be  ever  occu- 
pied by  dwelling-houses,  or  that  they  are  to  be  disturbed  by  cellar 
excavations. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  Board  drainage  certificates  covering  all 
these  lands,  and  have,  in  addition  to  this,  caused  orders  to  fill  with 
clean  earth  to  a  higher  level,  to  be  served  on  the  various  owners  of 
the  separate  lots. 

Certificates  of  Drainage  of  Parts  and  Parcels  of  Lands ^  issued  by  the  Sanitary  St^eritttendeHt^ 
from  Mc^  I,  1874,  to  December  31, 1875,  together  with  the  LoccUum  of  Sewers  recommended 
to  be  constructed . 


May     19,  1874 

July     27,  " 

Aug.     4,  " 

II,  " 

15.  " 

IS,  " 

I5»  " 

I5»  " 

15.  " 

Sept.      3,  " 


Boulevard  and  Eighth  avenue,  Sixtieth  and  Sixty-first  streets. 

One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  Manhattan  streets.  Eighth  and  Tenth  avenues. 

One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth  streets, 
Fourth  and  Madison  avenues. 

Vacant  Lots  and  Blind  Drain,  commencing  at  One  Hundred  and  Forty  .ninth 
street,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  east  of  Robbins  avenue,  soatherly 
and  easterly  across  Southern  Boulevard  to  Salt  Marsh. 

(South  Belmont  Swamp),  John  street.  Locust  avenue.  Grove  street  and 
Prospect  avenue. 

(Monterey  Swamp),  Klngsbridge  road  and  Locust  avenue.  Grove  avenue  and 
Lafayette  place. 

(Walker  Swamp),  Samuel  street  and  Locust  avenue.  Chestnut  street  and 
Locust  avenue. 

By  grounds  of  St.  John's  College,  Kingsbridge  road  and  Locust  avenue,  and 
Chamberlain  avenue  and  Lorillard  street. 

Locust  and  Woodruff  avenues.  Walker  street  and  Southern  Boulevard. 

Ninety-fifth  and  One  Hundred  and  First  streets.  Eighth  and  I^th  avenues. 
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Certificates  of  Drainage  of  Parts  and  Parcels  of  Lands ^  issued  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent^ 
from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875,  etc, — (Continued). 


Oct. 
June 


6,  1874 

15,  1875 

29,  " 

29,  "     I 

29,  " 

29,     " 

29,  « 

29,     " 


July 

2, 

« 

8, 

(t 

8, 

Sept. 

7, 

(I 

7, 

I( 

21, 

Oct. 

S» 

<( 

S» 

Wtay 

i8, 

(( 

i8, 

Fune 

15, 

«i 

i5» 

July 

3* 

Oct. 

5, 

Nov. 

3* 

Broadway  Junction,  Ellwood  street  and  Shennan  avenue. 

Tenth  avenue,  Kingsbridge  road,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy.third  to  One 
Hundred  and  Eighty-third  street. 

Third  and  Fourth  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Third  and  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  streets. 

Third  avenue  and  iiarlem  river,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred 
and  Eighth  streets. 

Third  and  Fifth  avenues,  One  Hundred  and  Fiflh  and  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  streets. 

Fourth  and  Fifth  avenues.  Ninety-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  streets. 

Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  and  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty -first  streets. 

Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues.  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-seventh  streets. 

George  street.  Union  avenue,  White's  lane,  Delmonico  and  Concord  avenues. 

Ninety-second  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  streets.   First  and  Second 
avenues. 

Ninety-third  and  One  Hundred  and  Second  streets.  Second  and  Third  avenues. 

(Monterey  Swamp),  Central  avenue,  between  Locust  avenue  and  Quarry  road. 

Madison  and  Fordham  avenues,  Morris  and  Fitch  streets. 

Kingsbridge  road,  Southern  Boulevard,  Arthur  street,  Fordham  and  Pelham 
avenues. 

V 

One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  streets. 
Tenth  avenue  and  Broadway. 

One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  streets,  St. 
Nicholas  and  Tenth  avenues. 

Recommending  construction  of  sewer,  Tenth  avenue,  between  Twenty-fifth 
and  Twenty -sixth  streets. 

Recommending  construction  of  sewer,  Avenue  A,  from  Eighty-ninth  to 
Mnety -second  street. 

Recommending  construction  of  sewer  to  drain  lands.  Tenth  avenue,  Boule- 
vard, One  Hundred  and  Seventh  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets. 

Drainage  of  lands  between  Seventh  and  Tenth  avenues.  One  Hundred  and 
Fortieth  street  and  Harlem  river  (see  chapter  566,  Laws  of  187 1). 

Recommending  construction  of  sewer,  Lexington  avenue,  between  Sixty- 
ninth  and  ^ventieth  streets. 

Filling  vacant  lots.  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  street,  between  Fourth  and 
Madison  avenues. 

Recommending  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  street,  between  Tenth  and 
Eleventh  avenues,  be  opened,  and  sewers  constructed. 
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Certificates  of  Drainage  ef  Parts  and  Parcels  of  Lands  ^  issued  by  the  Sanitary  SuperitUendaii^ 
from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875,  etc, — (Continued). 


Dec.      9,  1875  ^  Grade  and  level  embankment  of  vacant  lots,  northeast  comer  Seventy-sixtb 
street  and  Lexington  avenue. 

Jan.     26,     *'       Recommending  construction  of  culvert,  southwest  comer  Third  avenue  and 
I        Thirtieth  street. 

March  23,     **       Recommending  construction  of  two  culverts,  Morris  street  and  Railioad 
avenue. 

April    13,     "       Recommending  construction  of  sewer,  flighty -second  street,  from  Avenue  A 
to  East  river. 

"      20,     **       Recommending  construction  of  culvert,  northwest  comer  Fourth  avenue  and 
Fifty-fourth  street. 

May     II,     "     I  Tidal  lands.  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  streets, 
I        Fifth  avenue  and  East  river. 


The  New  District, — Many  of  the  certificates  in  the  list  embrace 
low  and  sunken  lands  in  the  district  recently  annexed,  and  I  believe 
all  the  malarious  regions  in  that  location  have  been  covered  by  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  Board,  in  accordance  with  section  i,  chapter  566, 
Laws  of  State  of  New  York,  passed  April  18,  1871. 

The  construction  of  streets  and  avenues,  for  the  most  part  un- 
sewered,  has  interfered  with  natural  drainage,  and  in  many  cases, 
surface-water  has  been  ponded  in  vacant  lots,  or  driven  back  into 
cellars,  sometimes  making  whole  streets  uninhabitable.  These  diflScul- 
ties,  and  that  of  finding  the  names  of  owners  of  unimproved  property, 
have  faced  the  inspectors  at  every  step,  and  have  retarded  their 
progress  in  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the  district ;  but  much  has 
already  been  accomplished.  Mill  Brook,  which  receives  the  contents 
of  many  privies  and  sewers,  and  with  which  several  breweries  and 
slaughter-houses  are  connected,  is  the  standing  offense  in  the  district 
recently  annexed.  In  the  summers  of  1874  and  1875  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cleanse  it  by  raking  out  the  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  matter  found  on  its  bottom,  and  thoroughly  disinfecting  it 
The  odor  arising  from  this  material  was  so  offensive  as  in  several  in- 
stances to  sicken  the  laborers  employed  at  the  work.  The  channel 
has  been  deepened,  and  the  flow  of  water  has  thus  been  rendered 
more  rapid.    These  expedients,  of  course,  are  of  but  temporary  value. 
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The  sanitary  wants  of  the  district  are  awaiting  a  comprehensive  system 
of  sewerage  and  sub-soil  drainage. 

Street  Cleaning, — The  Board  discontinued  the  requirement  of  the 
weekly  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  streets,  as  regards  cleanliness, 
made  by  this  bureau  during  1873,  but  I  have  had  the  honor,  from 
time  to  time,  to  call  its  attention  to  streets  which  were  particularly 
filthy,  and  which  were  badly  paved.  These  reports  have  been  re- 
ferred, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  Street  Cleaning  Bureau  of  the  Police 
Department,  and  in  the  second,  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 
As  compared  with  1873,  the  mere  sweeping  of  the  streets  has  been 
well  performed,  but  the  problem  of  keeping  them  clean  is  as  far  from 
solution  as  ever.  I  have  heard  of  the  arrest  of  no  one  for  throwing 
slops  and  garbage  into  the  streets,  nor,  except  for  a  short  time,  has 
there  been  any  attempt  to  separate  the  garbage  from  the  ashes.  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  the  present  system  of  street  cleaning  is  radically 
wrong,  and  impracticable.  New  York  has  peculiar  wants  in  this 
respect,  which  have  never  yet  been  intelligently  considered  and  vigor- 
ously met.  During  the  warm  months  the  children  of  the  poor  are 
in  the  streets,  which  fairly  stink  with  decomposing  garbage  from 
morning  far  into  the  evening.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
mortality  of  the  city,  especially  among  the  children  of  the  thickly 
populated  regions,  is  much  increased  by  the  effluvia  arising  from  filthy 
streets. 

I  was  directed,  during  the  summer  of  1875,  ^^  instruct  the  em- 
p>loyees  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Bureau,  who  were  stationed  at  the 
clumping-boards,  in  the  proper  disinfection  of  the  garbage  and  street 
^Aveepings,  and  members  of  the  Disinfecting  Corps  were  assigned  to 
tliis  duty.  This  course  was  also  pursued  for  a  short  time  in  the  case 
^iiiif  some  sunken  lots  at  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street,  west  of  Fourth 
^^venue. 

It  is  quite  common  to  hear  it  asserted  that  such  waste  products  of 

^::^ivilization  as  garbage,  stable-manure,  street-sweepings,  ashes,  night- 

^oil,  and  dead  animals  accumulating  in  a  city,  can  all  be  readily  utilized. 

^  This  is  a  pleasant  theory  for  the  economist,  but  its  realization  requires 

^  combination  of  favoring  circumstances.     In  this  city  the  night-soil 

^ind  dead  animals  are  removed  by  the  contractor  to  his  own  pecuniary 

^profit.     The  proper  disposal  of  stable  manure  has  always  been  a  most 

<iifficult  problem  to  solve.     Its  market  value  depends  much  on  the 
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demand  for  it  and  the  cost  of  its  transportation,  and  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  New  York  does  not  lie  in  the  midst  of  an  agricultural 
country  whose  lands  needs  enriching,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  sur- 
rounded by  large  cities,  able  to  supply  the  farms  lying  back  of  them. 
The  garbage  of  the  city  has  never  been  collected  by  itself,  and  any 
attempt  to  use  it  must  await  its  separation  from  ashes.  It  is  claimed 
that  street-dirt  would  make  a  capital  fertilizer  ;  but  while,  no  doubt, 
it  would  make  a  good  soil,  the  following  report  of  Assistant  Inspector 
Waller  does  not  show  it  to  be  rich  in  plant-food  : 

Walter  De  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  SuperintetuUnt  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  the  exammation  of  street 
dirt  taken  from  the  streets  of  New  York  City. 

The  samples  when  taken  were  very  wet,  but  \«ere  all  air-dried  before  being  submitted  to 
analysis. 

Table  of  Anafyses  of  Street  Dirt  taken  in  New  York  City, 


' 

Ps^CEJtTACnS  OF— 

I 

1 

Date. 

Loc*LiiT. 

1 

i 

I 

1 
1 

Feb.  26,  1874 
"    26,    " 

Sijiih  avenue,  at  Tliirty-»fi£th  street, . 
Fnmt  FilU)  Avenue  HoteL 

4'^ 

3-903 
3^«53 

1.335 

0.691 
7.491 
3-999 
a. 000 

3.roi 

35*735 

39.176 
37-57* 

39.633 
33*159 
5.841 
i6.j6t 
35^674 

]8.7ao 

6a*ooo 
66,7ai    1 

'    58*575 
63^150 
76.7^ 
fi4*75a 
69.3.6 
9J,46a 
»..„» 
5*835 
6^.689 
6B.330 
M.179 

o,Sfe 
0.J60 

0.340 
0.350 
0,340 

o.i«o 

0.084 

o.i6e 
0.448 

o.|9a 

O.M 

0-364 

H0D& 

3a 
xo 

XX 

xa 

"    a6.    " 
"    26.    " 

"      87.      " 

"   27,   " 
"  27.  " 

Mar.  a,    •• 

"      a,    " 
,.      ,,    .. 

■•      a.    ■• 

Emdwiy,  at  CuuJ  ttreet 

U                                 it 

SUghL 

Thirtl  *T«mae,  at  Fiftieth  street 

Gnmd  and  Madison  st»ets. . ....... 

Rivifigtob  and  Willett  Btrecu. « ..... 

Seventh  avenue,  at  Fifty.third  Hreet 
Avenue  A,  at  Twenty- third  itreet .  ► . 
Ninth  avenue,  at  Twenty-third  street 

Brtsadway,  at  FguiteentJi  Wreet 

Avenue  C.  at  Sixteenth  street 

Eighth  avenue,  at  Fourteenth  street. 

None. 
SItslit. 
Nwe. 
None. 
Nooc 
Slight. 

SlifitiL 
Kohl 

Averag 

ft...  *. *.......... 

seia 

■8,414 

«*Si4 

o.3fi9 

. 

The  determinations  of  water,  organic  and  volatile  matter  and  mineral  matter  on  Nos.  3 
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early  in  1876.  The  report  of  Dr.  Endemann,  Ph.  D.,  in  charge  of  the 
Disinfecting  Corps,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  together  with  a 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the  Croton  water  during  the  year,  by 
Assistant  Inspector  Elwyn  Waller,  Ph.D.;  one  upon  "Hydrophobia," 
by  Dr.  Charles  P.  Russel;  one  upon  •*  Smoky  Chimneys,"  by  Dr. 
Roger  S.  Tracy,  and  one  upon  the  "  Sanitary  Influences  of  Cigar- 
making  in  Tenement-houses,"  by  Drs.  Tracy  and  Emerson. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  De  F.  DAY,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent 


New  York,  Tanaarr  31,  187s. 
W,  Ok  K,  Pay,  M.  D,, 

Samitan'  StiperinUmdfmJ : 

S11R — 1  haxie  the  hcwjor  to  pref«nt  the  followii^  report  of  sanitary  labor  peHbnned  by 
wic  <hirm|;>;  the  lart  twenty  months  under  your  saperviaon. 

The  district  m  m-hich  I  have  labored  extends  from  Canal  street  to  the  Battery,  go  the 
*vst  side  of  Broadway,  and  from  liberty  street  to  the  Battery,  on  the  east  side  of  Broadvay. 
It  comprises  the  First,  Third,  and  Fifth  Wards,  and  is  largely  occupied  by  stores  and  ware- 
houses,    rortiom.  of  this  district,  are,  howe\'er,  occupied  by  a  xSense  population,  dwdlii^  in 
tcnemcni-hoiraes  of  the  kind  most   difficult  to  Veep  in  good  sanitary  condition.     A  large 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  belong,  moreover,  to  the  floating  daas  wfaidi  is 
frumd  along  the  watoside  of  all  maritime  cities.    The^-  are  found  crowded  in  sulor  boarding 
ho<ti?Ks  and  in  emigrant  intelligenoe  offices  and  form  an  element  of  danger  to  the  public 
hwiliK  fr»wi  their  disregard  of  the  la«-s  of  sobrict^i-  and  cleanliness,  and  from  the  fadHty 
>pi^th  ^Pi-hio-h  thcx  <*n  be  made  the  medium  for  the  importation  and  ^iread  of  all  the  oonta- 
I^Mi«»  t^i'^i'Aw.    I  hax'C  cndcax'ored  to  stimulate  the  of^-ncrs  of  tenement^xmse  property  in  my 
^^H^ixi  ^^  Kt>^>  th<^r  b*'Mises  in  good  condirit»n,  and  haw  made  mj-self  -familiar  with  the  resorts 
\s\  ihr  <^,v>n'n^  ivN^-mUth^n  aN*»w  refcntvl  tt\  i^ith  the  xHew  of  keeping  them  in  as  good  sani- 
\i\\\  iivi^.liutNtN  f*'^   «h«'   fiiN^iiYiManccs  allow,  and  of  discovering  and  connteracting  indqptent 
m^nifi'^MntHS*  ol  ,liiN>A««<x  «%!  nfK  infitv'timiN  or  contagious  character. 

U\H.'*H,Hi  //..#/",..  1%-  ftuihoriu  oi  thr  IVparrmem  has  been  cow^Hcnoo^  shown 
•Iniin^  4^.  |m«m  >./ii  in  \W  >:M)>«M vfvion  nml  ]>iir(iAl  rotorm  of  a  number  of  the  oild  baniMlfiigs, 
M-t,?.  I,  ri.-ni  «!,.*»  s^  '^n.l  »i'.m'.l«sl  iNmJiiJon,  «>  \<^\\  9s  from  their  all  preaentiiig  a  imifwm 
,.«.  I,.'.lf«.'^\  l»*<\s  j>*>}Mili»rl\  roooivw!  tlic  name  of  the  "  Banrades.""  The 
*.  «.M»Mfiic\  f^tt  I  «)h  «»Mjipr  rcoon^ruoTion  of  the  premises,  woold  be  a 
M  »^i«<.  «..  «?,,.  piiii  oi  ilv  oi;\  :  hui  ihr-  expense  attendii^  operations 
<!.,.  !♦«»  |M.  ^s't,<,N|  n»i  ri'i»i»»  r«vv^mmi»n4linj;  oTtieTs  of  such  aerioos  Miqjort, 
..ii^i,  nHi  ..I  MH'M^Mis'-  .»i  H  mH<Uv  nnruni.  The  result  of  tbeoxfthod 
•.t:i('i.  14  \-  ^Mii((\itt^  r<N  xtfir*  ihn.  Ill  numerous  instances  the  respansi- 
•  t^iit  •  1  <)i<    n«i<h<M-ii\   oi  \\\^    I  Vivirtm^^m.  ami  the  concBtion  of  many 
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Many  of  the  more  substantial  buildings  in  these  lower  wards  of  the  city,  now  used  as 
stores  and  warehouses,  could,  without  much  expense,  be  altered  into  tenement  houses, 
bringing  in  a  much  larger  return  than  at  present.  I  have  conversed  with  the  occupants  and 
owners  of  some  of  this  property  on  this  subject,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  revival  of 
commercial  prosperity  will  be  followed  by  the  remodelling  of  some  of  these  buildings.  The 
reconstruction  of  a  building  for  use  as  a  tenement  house  should  be  undertaken  only  after  the 
most  careful  and  deliberate  study,  and  the  submission  of  the  plan  to  experts  in  sanitary  archi- 
tecture. I  am  aware  of  one  instance,  at  least,  in  which  an  experiment  of  this  kind  partially 
failed  from  neglect  of  these  precautions.  In  this  case,  the  owner  of  a  fine  piece  of  store- 
house property  remodelled  the  building  for  tenements,  and  made  a  serious  mistake  by  not 
providing  for  the  adequate  admission  of  daylight  into  the  new  apartments. 

The  exclusion  of  daylight  from  the  halls,  as  well  as  from  some  of  the  rooms,  is  a  serious 
defect,  not  only  in  the  lower  order  of  tenement  houses,  but  also  in  tenement  houses  of  the 
best  class,  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  This  defect  is  susceptible  of  remedy  in  many  cases,  and 
in  all  new  tenement  bouses  it  could  1^  readily  prevented  by  the  enforcement  of  one  of  the 
sections  of  the  existing  Sanitary  Code.  The  discomfort  and  danger  of  living  in  tenement 
houses  would  be  very  much  diminished  if  the  haUs  and  staircases  were  properly  lighted  by 
windows  opening  to  the  external  air.  I  am  sure  I  express  the  sentiment  of  every  medical 
practitioner  in  the  city  when  I  protest  against  the  further  construction  of  buildings  in  which 
the  stranger,  entering  from  the  glare  of  the  street,  has  to  grope  his  way  from  floor  to  floor 
in  darkness,  in  fear  of  collision  with  other  passengers,  and  in  dread  of  contact  with  unseen 
filth. 

Streets. — I  regret  to  report  that  the  streets  in  my  district  have  not  been  properly  cleaned 

during  the  past  nine  months.   .  The  evils  which  arise  from  a  failure  to  remove  the  dirt  from 

tlie  streets  are  most  keenly  appreciated  by  those  Who  daily  inspect  the  condition  of  tenement 

^«d  other  houses,  and  who  are  held  more  or  less  strictly  accountable   for   the  sanitary  con- 

<i«tion  of  these  dwellings.     A  portion  of  the  dirt  which  lies  in  the  streets  and  gutters  is  un- 

^^^omdably  tracked  into  dwellings,  and  is  left  in  considerable  quantities  on  the  stairs  and  in  the 

-'^^XXs  and  rooms  of  crowded  tenement  houses,  making  the  eflbrt  to  keep  such  premises  clean 

^^^    ^sndless  task.     The  dirt  which  thus  accumulates  in  tenement  houses  is  not  brought  in  from 

^  "^^     yard.     As  a  rule,  the  yards  of  tenement  houses  are  reasonably  clean.     A  comparison 

•^^  ^  "^¥een  the  street  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  yard  on  the  other,  is  almost  invariably  in   favor 

*^^  *       ^  he  latter,  because  agents  and  housekeepers  are  individually  held  responsible  by  this  Depart - 

rit  for  the  condition  of  the  latter,  while  there  is  apparently  no  individual  responsible  for  the 

edition  of  the  former.     I  would  further  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  dirt  of  the  streets 

carried  into  dwellings  not  only  by  being  tracked  in,  but  also  by  l)eing  carried   through   the 

in  the  form  of  "dust" — a  euphemism  for  desiccated  and  pulverize<l  filth.    In  wet  weather 

^  filth  from  the  streets  is  tracked  into,  and  in   dry  weather   it   is  blown   into  the  house, 

king  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  an  ordinary  tenement  house  in   a  tolerably  clean   con- 

^  "^  ^on.     The  unclean  and  unwholesome  condition  of  many  of  the   tenement   houses  in   my 

^  strict  is  largely  due  to  failure  to  secure  the  cleaning  of  the   streets.     If  the   streets  were 

■*-^^ancd  the  unpleasant  and  injurious  results  produced  by  the  distribution  of  mud   and  dust 

^^'^  ^:>uld  be  entirely  removed  in  the  lower  districts  of  the  city,  where  the  ground  is  completely 

^^^^^cupied  by  buildings  and  covered  up  with  pavements. 

Piers  and  Bulkheads. — Intimately  connected  with  the  sanitary  necessities  and  deficiencies 
^^  ^  the  waterside  population  is  the  sanitary  condition   of  the  piers   and  bulkheads,    and  the 
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Streets  adjoining.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  keep  the  piers  of  thb  district  clean,  constmcted  as 
nearly  all  of  them  are  of  wood  further  or  less  advanced  in  decay,  and  subject  to  the  attrition 
inseparable  from  their  use.  As  a  rule,  however,  I  have  to  report  that  the  piers  and  bulk- 
heads are  kept  reasonably  clean,  the  result,  apparently,  of  a  system  by  which  individuals  are 
held  responsible  for  their  condition.  A  comparison  in  point  of  cleanliness  between  the  piers 
and  bulkheads  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  streets  on  the  other,  is  very  much  in  favor  of  the 
former. 

The  following  inspections  and  complaints  have  been  made  by  me  in   the  past  tweotj 
months,  three  months  of  which  I  was  not  on  duty  : 


INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement  houses. 2,541 

Cellars  and  basements 724 

Stores  and  warehouses. 925 

Factories  and  workshops 60 

Vacant  lots. 41 

Stables 98 

Private  dwellings. 148 


Streets,  sidewalks,  etc 94 

Piers  and  bulkheads. 19 

Markets 4^ 

Dumps 4 

Street  cars n 

Total 4»7» 


COMPLAINTS   AND   REPORTS. 


Tenement  houses. 455 

Private  dwellings. 19 

Stores  and  warehouses 146 

Factories  and  workshops 

Stables 

Markets 

Fat-rendering  establishments 

Chicken  butcheries 

New  buildings 


5 
II 

4 
8 

S 

2 


Other  buildings 3 

CeUars. 147 

Yards,  alleys,  and  areas 2^ 

Streets,  sidewalks,  etc 43 

Chimneys 5 

Vacant  lot •- 

Manure  dumps. ^ 

Other  nuisances 3^*^ 

Total 907 


Cases  of  diarrhceal  disease. 

Cases  of  small-pox 

,  Cases  of  diphtheria 


19  I  Vaccinations. 68 

75      Re-vaccinations 131 

46 1 


Very  respectfully,  etc. 


A.  B.  JUDSON,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspect<tr, 


New  York,  January  31,  1875. 
W.  De  F.  Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — In  submitting  my  report  of  work  done  from  May  i,  1874,  to  January  31,  1875,  ^ 
few  changes  have  occurred  in  the  character  of  the  District  that  I  am  unwilling  to  go  into 
details  lest  my  report  should  be  a  mere  repetition  of  former  ones. 

The  number  of  tenement  houses  is  slowly  increasing,  and  their  general  condition  has  been 
good.  Containing  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  their  care  is  of  the 
first  importance   to  the   Inspector.     The  greater  number  of  complaints   forwarded  against 


them  bear  witness  to  the  watchful  supervision  exercised  over  them  rather  than  to  their  unsani- 
tary condition.  Of  course  where  families  are  so  huddled  together,  as  we  find  in  certain 
houses ;  where  houses  are  so  built  that  often  there  is  not  more  than  twelve  feet  intervening 
between  front  and  rear  houses,  the  most  unceasing  vigilance  can  accomplish  but  little  good. 
While  such  conditions  are  allowed,  the  death  returns  cannot  be  materially  bettered.-  Where 
the  most  good  may  be  done,  is  not  only  by  exercising  a  most  careful  espionage  over  the  build- 
ings already  occupied,  but  by  preventing  the  construction  of  new  buildings  imless  all  require- 
ments are  carried  out. 

Dwelling  houses  are  a  much  more  frequent  source  of  complaint  than  formerly.  I  con- 
sider this  as  chiefly  due  to  the  increase  of  sanitary  knowledge  and  necessities.  Attention  is 
called  to  these  houses  frequently  by  the  owners  themselves.  Formerly  oflensive  smells  or 
defective  plumbing  would  have  been  tolerated,  but  now  a  careful  examination  is  demanded 
by  the  Health  Board.  The  result,  in  the  majority  of  investigations  made,  justifies  the  action. 
The  condition  of  the  streets  has  been  about  the  same  as  represented  in  my  report  for  the 
preceding  year.  I  wish  that  I  were  able  to  speak  more  enthusiastically  on  this  subject,  but 
I  am  satisfied  that  any  laudation  by  me  would  be  regarded  as  satire  by  those  compelled 
to  frequent  the  streets.  '  The  removal  of  ashes  and  garbage  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
question  of  such  elephantine  proportions  as  it  is  made. 

I  think  the  removal  at  a  specified  time,  due  notice  being  given  to  tenants,  is  of  the  first 
importance. 

The  hour  for  removal  is  entirely  in  the  control  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Bureau,  and  notice 
of  the  approach  of  the  cart  might  be  given  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  as  provided  in  the  Sanitary 
Code.  The  fact  that  house-refuse  finds  its  way  into  the  street,  littering  it  up,  is  not  the 
fiault  of  the  tenants,  save  in  certain  thickly  populated  tenement  house  regions  where  the  filth 
is  deposited  directly  upon  the  street.  The  tenant  feels  that  he  has  done  his  share  when  he 
lias  placed  the  receptacle  upon  the  sidewalk  to  wait  for  the  collector. 

Let  us  now  see  wbjtt  often  happens  while  it  is  waiting  there.     First,  along  comes  the 

chiffonier  and  overhauls  the  box  or  barrel,  leaving  sufficient  of  its  contents  upon  the  street 

to    attest  the  thoroughness  of  hb  examination ;  then  perchance  may  come  the   frolicsome 

jrou^Hig  man.  or  playful  boy,  who  for  a  little  fun  will  give  the  receptacle  a  push  and  over  it  goes 

d e^^ositing  its  contents  upon  the  street ;  or  lastly,  if  the  receptacle  be  a  good  barrel  it  is 

j>«"olDably  appropriated  by  boys  who  may  realize  a  few  cents  from  the  sale  of  it.     Such,  I " 

«:lsfc.ijQa,  is  not  an  exaggerated  statement  of  the  objections  to  the  present  method  of  collection 

o^     ^garbage  and  ashes.     Until  house-refuse  is  removed  r^ularly  and  thoroughly  it  will  be  out 

^^^      -^e  question  to  have  clean  streets. 

The  number  of  cases  of  small-pox  show  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year ;  still  its  spread 
readily  controlled  by  prompt  removal  to  Hospital,  or  rigid  isolation,  thorough  vaccina- 
te and  disinfection. 
Appended  b  a  tabular  statement  of  inspections,  etc.  : 


Qement  houses ; . . . .   2,825 

■-^"'^eUings 308 

^t:ables 310 


Miscellaneous 241 


Total 3,684 


*^^*^einent  houses. . 

^^ellings  

Stables 


COMPLAINTS   FORWARDED. 

Miscellaneous. 


285 
70 
16 


116 


Total 487 


\ 


I  go 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


Small-pox 73 

Diphtheria 7 

Varicella  (reported  small-pox) 3 


Morbilli  (reported  small-pox) i 

Total 84_ 


VACCINATIONS. 

Primary iC 

Re-vaccination 5c 


Total 8s 

Number  of  families  visited  for  vaccination ^y^ 

**  **  **  Cholera  Infantum,  investigations. i J3 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  MORRIS,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspects, 

New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
Walter  De  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintendent^  etc,  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  upon  that  portion  of  this  dty 
which  has  been  under  my  care  during  the  past  twenty  months : 

Between  May  i,  1874,  and  February  i,  .1871,  my  duties  as  Inspector  were  confined  to 
the  Eighteenth  Ward,  bounded  by  Twenty-sixth  street  on  the  north,  the  East  river  on  the 
east,  Fourteenth  street  on  the  south,  and  Sixth  avenue  on  the  west.  During  the  period 
mentioned  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  ward  continued  materially  the  same  as  during  the 
preceding  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  small-pox 
cases  coming  under  my  observation. 

On  February  i,  1875,  ^  general  interchange  of  districts  having  been  effected  among  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  I  entered  upon  duty  in  the  territory  bounded  by  Fourteenth  street  on 
the  north,  the  East  river  on  the  east,  Houston  street  on  the  south,  and  Broadway  on  the 
west.  This  district  comprises  about  two-thirds  of  the  Eleventh  Ward,  one-fourth  of  the 
Fifteenth  Ward,  and  four-fifths  of  the  Seventeenth  Ward.  It  has  a  population  (computing 
from  the  census  of  1870)  of  126,000  living  upon  an  area  of  445  acres,  or  at  the  rate  of 
180,000  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile.  The  most  densely  populated  portion,  however,  of 
this  district,  and  that  requiring  especial  supervision,  lies  between  the  Bowery  and  the  East 
river.  Its  population,  according  to  the  last  national  census,  amounted  to  about  120,000, 
living  upon  an  area  of  396  acres,  and  crowded  consequently  to  the  extent  of  nearly  200,000 
to  the  square  mile.  The  large  majority  of  this  dense  population  consists  of  Germans ;  and 
here  are  to  be  found  many  of  the  most  enormous  tenement  houses  in  the  city. 

Notwithstanding  these  facts,  the  death-rate  in  the  Eleventh  and  Seventeenth  Wards 
during  the  year  1873*  did  not  exceed  25  in  each  1,000  inhabitants  (see  table  on  page  220  of 
Annual  Report  for  1873),  while  in  the  entire  city  it  amounted  to  25.8,  and  in  other  less 
crowded  wards  to  the  following:  First  Ward,  32.7  ;  Second  Ward,  29.7  ;  Fifth  Ward,  30; 

*  The  year  1873  is  selected  as  affording  a  mean  annual  mortality  in  the  sax  yean  1870  to  187s*  indimve. 
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31.5  ;  Seventh  Ward,  26.6;  Eighth  Ward,  29.8;  Twelfth  Ward,  27.7 ;  Four- 
3a  3;  Nineteenth  Ward,  27.9;  Twentieth  Ward,  27.3;  and  Twenty-second 
So  comparatively  favorable  a  condition  of  public  health  in  this  district  may  be 
by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  its  tenement  houses  are  well  ventilated,  and 
ates  pay  considerable  attention  to  domiciliary  and  personal  cleanliness.  The 
reover,  in  many  respects  present  a  great  contrast  to  the  other  nationalities 
ute  our  tenement-house  population.  As  a  rule,  they  are  industrious  and 
food  is  nutritious  ;  they  are  not  addicted  to  strong  drink ;  they  spend  much  of 
ime  in  the  open  air  ;  they  clothe  themselves  and  their  children  comfortably ; 
is  usually  clean,  and  daily  aired  at  the  windows.  All  of  these  circumstances 
ler  them  much  less  susceptible  to  the  insalubrious  influences  of  the  atmosphere 
ds  them,  vitiated  as  it  is  by  emanations  from  multitudes  of  human  beings  hud- 
from  insufficiently  drained  houses,  from  thousands  of  privy  vaults,  from  defec- 
wers,  from  ill  paved  and  uncleanly  streets,  and  from  street  gutters  often  filled 
water.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  treat  under  separate  heads  of  these  various 
tnditions.  They  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  all  the  tenement -house  dis- 
ity,  and  require  the  constant  watchfulness  of  the  few  officers  to  whom  is  in- 
litary  supervision  of  so  extensive  and  populous  a  territory, 
ring  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  by  me  during  the  years  1874  and  1875 
hs): 

INSPECTIONS   AND  RE-INSPECTIONS. 


ises 5,340 

igs 484 

267 


Other  nuisances 448 


Total 6,539 


COMPLAINTS   MADE   UPON   ABOVE   INSPECTIONS. 


ises 1*050 

gs 81 

57 


Other  nuisances 215 


Total  complaints if403 


CASES   OF  CONTAGIOUS   DISEASE   VISITED. 


215 

25 

9 


Measles. 


Total 250 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P.   RUSSEL,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
F.  Day, 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Lve  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  performed  by  me 
St  twenty  months,  in  my  official  connection  with  the  Health  Department : 

le  first  nine  months  to  which  this  report  refers  my  district  comprised  the  lower 
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portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  extending  from  Fortieth  to  Fifty-ninth  street,  and  from 
Sixth  avenue  to  the  East  river.     For  the  past  eleven  months  I  have  had  charge  of  the  lover 
portion  of  the  Twenty-second  Ward,  extending  from  Fortieth  to  Fifty-ninth  street,  and  from 
Sixth  avenue  to  the  North  river.     With  respect  to  the  general  condition  of  tenement  houses 
and  dwellings,  I  have  not  noticed  much  difference  in  the  two  sections.     The  tenement  booses 
are  perhaps  as  a  rule  a  little  larger  and  better  kept  on  the  west  than  on  the  east  side.    An 
immense  amount  of  sanitary  improvement  has  been  steadily  going  on  in  both  sections  during 
the  past  year.     The  influence  of  the  Board  of  Health  is  everywhere  felt  as  a  power  for  good. 
Citizens  generally,  whether  high  or  low,  appreciate  more  than  ever  before  that  they  can  look 
with  confidence  for  redress  of  nuisances  of  every  kind  to  a  power  whose  authority  is  acknowl- 
edged, as  is  abundantly  testified  by  the  numerous  *' citizens'  complaints,"  which  are  dailj 
referred  to  the  inspector,  some  of  them  arrayed  in  the  scholarly  chirography  of  the  educated 
and  wealthy,  while  many  them  come  clad  in  the   halting  sentences  of  the  tenement-house 
denizens.     These  complaints  from  citizens  always  receive  as  prompt  attention  as  possible  from 
the  inspector;  their  investigation  taking  precedence  over  every  other  duty  except  the  manage- 
ment of  contagious  diseases.     It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  owners  of  property,  whether  tene- 
ment or  otherwise,  as  a  rule  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Board  with  much  greater  readiness 
and  promptitude  than  in  former  years,  finding  it  a  much  simpler,  and  in  the  end  a  more 
economical  matter,  to  attend  at  once  to  the  requirements  of  decency  and  health,  rather  than 
to  combat  the  Board  in  the  courts,  and  eventually  be  compelled  to  do  the  very  work  whidi 
they  were  required  to  do  in  the  b^;inning,  in  addition  to  having  a  formidaUe  bill  of  costs 
and  judgments  to  pay. 

Loc€U  Superintendence  in  Tenement  Houses, — In  several  former  annual  reports  I  have 
urged  upon  the  Board  the  necessity  for  local  superintendence  in  tenement  houses.  I  see  no 
reason  for  abating  my  ardor  in  this  direction.  The  beneficial  results  in  tenement  houses 
where  responsible  superintendents  or  housekeepers  have  been  employed  are  too  numer  - 
ous  and  evident  to  admit  of  question.  On  the  other  hand,  the  constant  filth  and  unsanitary 
conditions  which  prevail  in  houses  where  there  is  no  supervision  or  restraint  imposed  upon  the 
ignorant  and  careless  tenants,  speak  more  plainly  and  forcibly  on  this  point  than  anything 
the  inspectors  could  say  or  suggest.  I  respectfully  advise,  as  I  have  done  before,  the  propriety 
of  thfe  passage  of  a  law  compelling  the  owners  of  tenement  houses  to  provide  housekeepers 
in  each  house,  whose  duty  and  responsibility  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the  cleanliness  and  good- 
keeping  of  the  interiors,  exteriors,  and  surroundings  of  such  houses. 

Contagious  Diseases,  — I  will  not  attempt  to  suggest  anything  new  with  reference  to  the 
management  of  contagious  diseases.  So  much  has  already  been  written  and  suggested  by 
my  colleagues  and  myself  in  this  direction  as  to  render  further  expatiation  a  work  of  assess 
iteration.  I  would  however  simply  state  that  I  have  found  no  reason  for  changing  my  views 
with  respect  to  the  invariable  removal  of  small-pox  patients  to  hospital  from  tenement 
houses,  where  there  is  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  patients  reaching  the  hospital  alive.  In 
my  opinion  isolation  in  a  tenement -house  has  proved  beyond  a  doubt  to  be  impracticable 
under  any  and  every  circumstance.  I  have  attempted  such  isolation  on  several  occasioiis, 
during  the  past  year,  where  circumstances  of  a  peculiar  character  have  seemed  to  justify  it» 
and  have  had  occasion  to  r^[ret  my  leniency  in  every  instance. 

Shanties. — There  are  numerous  shanties  in  the  northern  portions  of  my  district,  which  are 
occupied  by  a  shiftless,  careless,  filthy  cla^  of  people,  who  ignore  the  commonest  require* 
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ments  of  decency  and  cleanliness,  living  in  intimate  association  with  and  proximity  to  dogs, 
horses,  pigs,  geese,  and  other  bipeds  and  quadrupeds,  whose  habits  they  assimilate  and  whose 
filth  commingles  with  their  own.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  do  anything  with  these  people, 
or  to  improve  their  sanitary  surroundings.  Complaints  innumerable  have  been  made  by  me, 
and  orders  by  the  score  have  been  issued  by  the  Board  against  these  shanties,  but  with  very 
little  permanent  effect.  Theur  occupants  are  an  irresponsible  set,  against  whom  a  legal  pro- 
ceeding would  be  worthless,  and  after  a  superficial  cleansing  of  the  augean  stables,  they  soon 
relapse  into  and  wallow  in  their  pristine  filth.  The  only  radical  remedy  for  these  nuisances  is 
to  drive  the  shanty  population  out  altogether  from  their  strongholds,  an  event  which  is  certainly 
only  a  question  of  time. 

Stables, — Very  many  of  the  stables  in  my  district  are  in  a  constantly  filthy  condition  with 
manure  and  foul  stabling  straw,  which  is  exposed  frequently  for  weeks  together  in  the  yards 
and  alley-ways  adjoining  the  stable  buildings.  In  all  such  cases  it  is  my  custom  to  recommend 
that  these  stables  shall  be  provided  with  suitable  manure  boxes  or  vaults  with  tight-fitting 
covers,  the  receptacles  to  be  connected  with  the  street  sewers  and  with  the  stables  by  proper 
drains.  There  are  now  only  three  or  four  stables  in  tenement  house  buildings  in  my  district^ 
and  orders  have  already  been  issued  by  the  Board  for  their  unconditional  abolishment. 

Water-closets  and  Privy  Vaults, — The  advantages  of  the  ordinary  privy  vault  over  the 
water-closet  for  tenement  house  use  has  been  dwelt  upon  at  such  length  in  former  reports  as 
to  require  merely  a  passing  notice  here.  The  chief  reason  for  the  preference  given  to  the 
former  is  based  upon  the  well-known  carelessness  of  the  tenement  house  inmates  in  the  use  of 
the  water-closet,  the  complicated  apparatus  of  pans,  valves,  vertical  soil  pipes,  and  flushing 
apparatus  being  exceedingly  liable  to  become  disarranged  imder  the  severe  tests  which  it 
receives  at  the  hands  of  the  tenants.  I  see  no  reason  for  changing  my  views  with  reference  ta 
the  superiority  of  the  "school  sink"  over  either  the  privy  vault  or  the  water-closet.  The 
"  school  sink"  is  so  perfectly  simple  and  inoffensive  as  to  recommend  itself  as  by  far  the  best 
and  most  manageable  of  all 

Ventilation  of  Privies  and  Waste  Pipes.—  The  ventilation  of  privy  vaults  in  the  proximity 
of  tenement  houses  or  dwellings  is  an  exceedingly  important  sanitary  matter,  and  has  received 
a  large  share  of  attention  from  the  Inspector.  I  have  adopted  it  as  a  rule,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  to  require  every  privy  vault  situated  within  a  distance  of  fifteen  feet  or  less  from 
a  dwelling  or  tenement  house  to  be  ventilated  by  a  metallic  shaft  with  a  diameter  of  from  six 
to  eight  inches,  extending  from  a  depth  of  six  inches  or  more  below  the  top  of  the  privy  vault 
to  a  height  of  at  least  two  feet  above  the  roof  of  the  building  of  the  greatest  altitude  on  the 
premises,  the  shaft  to  be  capped  by  a  rotating  fine  for  the  purpose  of  securing  constant  venti- 
lation. The  beneficial  working  of  these  ventilating  shafts  is  established  beyond  a  doubt  by 
long  experience.  Vaults  which  were  formerly  in  a  constantly  offensive  condition,  are  now 
entirely  devoid  of  odor.  Tenement  house  owners,  I  find,  are  generally  quite  willing  to  con- 
struct such  flues  where  their  advantages  are  satisfactorily  explained  to  them ;  and  I  have  more 
than  once  been  thanked  by  owners  for  suggesting  the  improvement,  after  they  had  observed 
its  beneficial  effects. 

Vacant  Lots, — Very  many  vacant  and  sunken  lots  have  been  fenced  in,  cleaned  and  dis- 
infected, and  connected  with  the  street  sewer  during  the  past  twenty  months,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Health  Department. 
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VmiihH&n  qf  WasU-pipes.^A  Ir^MtTiXly  recommended  the  ventilation  of  waste-pipe^ 
both  in  tenement  houses  and  in  private  dwellings,  where  offenbive  sewer  ga!^e«  racape  froa 
wash-batsin^,  bath-tubs,  or  sIop*sinks  either  mta  a  hall  or  a  room*  The  ventUation  of  the* 
pipe?s  is  aitained  by  simply  extending  them  uninterruptedly  through  the  roof,  and  leaving  ik  &iet 
extremity  either  open  or  perforated  with  numerous  holes.  I  think  thsit  the  practical  workiag  4f 
these  ventilated  waste* pipes  is  found  to  be  quite  a.s  ^trikin^  as  that  of  the  ventil&ting  dutftii 
the  c^^  of  privy  vaults  Where  1  find  wash-sinks,  sloj>^sinks,  or  bfith-tubs  unprovided  *iil 
proper  trap^  I  insist  on  such  traps  being  made  id  the  wa£te*pipe  wherever  r^uired. 

Stiv^rage.—A.  liirge  number  of  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  sewer  duniiEtk 
past  year  by  order  of  the  Board,  In  several  instances  I  have  found  two  ot  more  houses  con- 
nected by  a  common  pipe  with  the  sewer  ;  in  one  case  thirteen  houses  being  thus  coimectai  hf 
a  common  draiit  In  all  such  cases  I  have  required  a  separate  and  independent  ^wer  aw* 
nection  for  each  of  the  several  premises,  Occa.sionally  I  have  found  the  main  street  sewn 
in  certain  blocks  obstructed,  a  condition  which  inevitably  causes  obstruction  of  the  Indlvidaii 
sewer  connections  in  the  hou^^s  throughout  the  blocks  and  ultimate  flooding  of  cellars  iDi! 
overfiowing  of  priv>'  vaults  and  water*closets  with  wa.ste- water  and  fwcal  matter,  1  hive  is 
^uch  instances  referred  the  cases  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works^  and  they  have  inviri* 
ably  received  prompt  and  thorough  attention*  No  new  sewers  have  t)een  built  in  the  ds' 
trict,  to  my  knowledge^  during  the  past  year. 

Gar&ag£^-^1  am  at  a  loss  as  to  what  to  suggest  with  reference  to  the  proper  disposition  oftbe 
garbage  and  general  refuse  matter  of  tenement  houses.  Every  conceivable  variety  of  garbagt 
vessels  has  been  tried  throughout  the  district,  and  a  vast  amount  of  care  has  been  exercised  bf 
housekeepers  and  others  in  the  transferring  of  garbage  from  the  houses  to  the  carts,  and  yet, 
thus  far^  the  rciiult  of  the  experiments^  has  been  at  best  but  very  unsatisfactory*  I  ba^^e 
nothing  new  to  recommend  in  this  direction,  but^  svhatever  variety  of  garbage  ves^I  maj 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Board,  I  beg  leave  to  reiterate  my  unqualified  condemnation  of  tbc 
large,  open,  stationary  garbage  boxes  on  the  street  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  housci  Tliest 
boKes  are  and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  constant  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  communiiy. 
They  concentrate  the  filth  and  intensify  the  noxious  odors^  antJ  are  a  far  greater  nuisance  than 
the  absence  of  all  veiisels  would  be*  I  have  entered  innumerable  complaints  against  these 
boxes,  and  vejry  many  of  them  have  been  removed,  and  portable  metallic  vessels  havebeoi 
substituted  therefor. 

SlaugkUr-h^usfi. — There  are  in  all,  on  the  west  side,  thirty  slaughter- housed  large  >w3 
small.     Several  of  these  have  been  lately  unoccupied,  however,  or  only    used   at  uregnlu 
inter valsL.     These  houses  are  all  connected  with  the  sewer.     Many  of  them  are  insignificaiil 
wooden  buildings,  where  small  numbers  of  sheep  and  calves  are  slaughtered,  and  whe«  ibc 
offensiveness  arising  from  such  slaughtering  is  practically  nothing.     The  larger   houses^  witb 
but  few  exceptions,  are  for  the  slaughtering  of  cattle.     During  slaughtering  the  yards  ao^ 
floors  are  freiijuently  in  a  very  filthy  and  offensive  condition  with  manure  and  the  contents  trf 
the  stomachs  and  intestines  of  the  cattle.     Eur  each  day,  after  active  operations  have  cetseA, 
the  entire  premises,  within  and    without,    are   thoroughly  flushed  with  water  and  carcfuBlf 
cleansed f  the  offal  and  refuse  matter  beiug  carted  to  the  rendering  dock  daily.     The  vfall^ 
and    wood- work   are  regularly  whitewashed  and  cleaned  at  least  once  a  week,  and  oftcnei  if 
requisite.     The  large  hog  slaughter-houses  at  the  foot  of  West  Fortieth  street  arc  models  ia 
every  respect.     I  have   never  at  any  lime  or  under  any  circumstances  been  able  to  deled 
the  slightest  unsanitary  condition  in  any  of  these  hog*houses- 


Ventilation^  roof  leakage^  drainage^  etc,^  etc, — It  is  an  exceedingly  rare  thing  for  me 
t:  o  find  a  tenement  house  or  dwelling  where  the  ventilation  of  halls  and  rooms  is  not  strictly 
<3r  practically  according  to  law.     This  has  mainly  been  brought  about  by  the  efforts  of  my 
jpredecessors  in  the  sanitary  charge  of  the  district,  as  I  have  found  very  few  occasions  for 
-K-ecommending  improvements  in  these  respects.     Leaky  roofs,  broken  soil-pipes,  waste-pipes, 
^uid  leaders ;  defective  street  pavements  and  gutter  stones ;  filthy  yards,  cellars,  courts,  alley- 
^ways,  and  areas ;  full  and  offensive  privy  vaults  and  water-closets ;  overflowing  cess-pools  and 
slop-sinks,  and  the  host  of  nuisances  dependent  upon  the  carelessness,  willfulness,  and  negli- 
gence of  landlords  and  tenants,  are  daily  investigated  and  reported  upon  by  the  Inspector, 
and   orders  for  theur  abatement  are  issued  by  the  Board.     This  perpetual  combat  with 
ignorance  and  filth,  in   their  manifold  forms,  constitutes  the  daily  humdrum  work  of  the 
Inspector.     His  labor  is  not  always  a  showy  fask,  nor  is  it  one  that  gains  for  him  a  brilliant 
reputation  among  either  landlords  or  tenants.     But  it  is  a  work  of  vast  importance,  and  one 
which  is  yearly  crowned  with  more  abundant  and  enduring  success. 

I  append  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  character  of  the  labor  performed  by  me  in  the 
district  during  the  past  twenty  months  : 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS   TO   INFECTIOUS   AND   CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 


Small-pox 514 

Scarlatina 2 

Varicella. 3 

Diphtheria 85 


Typhoid  Fever. . . . 
Cholera  Sporadica. 
Measles 


18' 


Total 624 

Number  of  vaccinations  performed 183 


INSPECTIONS   AND   RE-INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement  houses 6, 142 

Slaughter  houses 2,007 

Dwellii^ 1,530 

Streets,  sidewalks,  and  gutters. 839 

Stables. 438 

Vacant  lots. 409 

9* 

82 

56 

63 

52 

84 

, 20 

•     II 

6 


Manure  dumps 

Gut-cleaning  houses. 

Fat-boiling  houses 

Shanties 

Yards,  courts,  and  areas. . 
Stores  and  warehouses. . . . 
Factories  and  workshops. 

Unfinished  buildings 

Hotels. 


Breweries 

Public  buildings 

Railroad  tunnels. 

Churches. 

Markets 

Head-picking  houses. 

Gas-house 

Sewers. 

Boarding  houses 

Cemeteries. 

Laundries 

Offal  boat 

Distillery 


4 
5 
3 
8 

3 

2 

10 

5 
4 

2 
I 
I 


Total 1 1,879 


COMPLAINTS   AND  REPORTS   FORWARDED. 


Tenement  houses 2,532 

Streets,  sidewalks,  and  gutters. 849 

Dwellings 762 


Stables 37* 

Vacant  lots. 372 

Slaughter  houses 140 
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COMPLAINTS    AND    REPORTS    FORWARDED — {C&ntitiUld)^ 


Shanties  .*,...»,.,,.». 
Gut -dean  big  tious^. . . .   . 

Yards  courts,  and  areas, , 
FAclories  and  workshops . 
Stores  and  warehouses  . . . 
Unfinished  buildings. , , . , 
Manure  dumps. ,,..,.... 

HoteJs. . . . : 

Celiars  aiid  baiieinents. . , 
Markets..  ,,,*.•.,,,,,,. 
Breweriesi, ,,,,.,,  ^  *  »,♦ , 
Boardiivg  houses.  .*...,,. 


Ttmnfib , .,.  3 

Gas-house.  ...*.,   ..*.,*-*».***.., 

Head -picking  houses .  *.«..,.,..,.,.       t 

Churches .....    ..,.*., ,.-..., 

Sewers. , . . , ,    .*.,.,,.„.,...   ...* 

Public  buildings.  ....*., * ,  *   .  -  * 

Laundries .,............,,..,..,.,        f 

Cemeteries  .,,.-♦....», ..*,..       J 

DisliUery* ,  ^ ,.  ^ ......        I 

Oflkl-boat ,....,. I 


Total. 


^M 


All  of  which  b  respect  fuHy  siubmitted. 


W.  H.  B.  POST.  M*  D., 


New  York:,   January  i,  \%^k 
W.  De  K.   Dav,   M.D.,  Sanif<irjf  Super inimdmt  i 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  required  report  of  the  work  perfonnd^ 
Sanitary  Insjicctor  of  the  Health  Department,  from  April  3a  1874,  to  December  3 1, 11*75* 
and  the  condiiioo  of  the  district  assigned  me,  with  fipecial  reference  to  the  cban^  ^  ** 
provements  which  have  been  maile  during  that  jieriod. 

The  topography  of  the  district  has  been  described  in  former  reports,  and  requires  flo  ^ 
tition;  it  is  especially  adapted  for  the  development  and  dtifusion  of  malarial  disen^  W  *^ 
their  varietl  and  complicated  forrasv 

The  natural  and  primitive  character  of  the  lands  north  of  Ninety-third  street^  aud  tf^o^ 
Fifth  avenue,  extending  to  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street,  were  low  and  sunken,  subjccl^o 
tidai  overflow  with  no  adequate  means  of  drainage,  and  were  consequently  the  ciiusc  fcr  ^ 
unhealth fulness  of  the  whole  section. 

The  opinion  which  has  so  long  prevailed,  and  which  has  been  generally  admit  led,  tbflt 
tidal  lands  are  not  in  themselves  detrimental  to  health,  is  ajtplicable  only  to  such  linds* 
are  not  subject  to  the  dejiosit  of  foreign  material  or  debris  upon  their  surface.  The  ^ 
in  question  have  been  for  years  the  receptacle  for  all  the  sewage,  drainage  and  filth  fromtW 
buildings,  ijicludiiig  breweries,  slaughter-houses,  btable-s,  privies,  and  shanties  located 
of  Third  avenue  and  cast  of  Tenth  avenue,  extending  from  Ninetieth  to  One  Huudred  U" 
Twenty-third  street.  Ami  besides,  these  lands  have  been  subject  at  all  times  to  the  arii* 
and  influence  of  salt  tide  water. 

It  is  an  establishetl  fact,  tliat  salt  or  sea  water  does  not  netitralite  or  deodoriie  decompose 
ing  matter^  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  chemical  action  of  salt  or  sea  water  eon  tributes  to  ^ 
deleterious  action  of  sewage,  and  to  the  development  of  sulphureted  hydrogen.  This  l» 
been  demonstrated  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  by  Health  Commissioner  Dr.  James  A.  Ste«rt, 
where  basins  are  constructed  to  receive  the  sewage  of  the  city  during  the  flow  of  ibe  ti^ 


-^^'ith  waste  weirs  to  open  and  discharge  the  contents  of  the  basins  at  ebb-tide,  when  it  would 
flow  out  to  the  sea,  thus  making  an  effort  to  avert  or  lessen  the  deleterious  action  of  salt 
^water  upon  the  sewage  of  the  city,  and  the  diffusion  of  noxious  and  offensive  gases. 

The  Harlem  Flats  were  found,  upon  investigation,  to  have  deposited  upon  their  surface  the 
accumulated  residuum  of  years,  from  the  action  of  salt  water  upon  the  sewage  and  drainage 
and  other  decomposing  matter  deposited  upon  this  vast  extent  of  territory,  and  offensive 
emanations  were  exhaled  from  those  low  lands,  contaminating  the  atmosphere  for  miles  distant. 
The  Health  Department,  in  1873,  recognized  the  necessity  of  relieving  this  section  from 
this  odious  imputation,  and,  if  possible,  to  change  its  whole  aspect  and  sanitary  condition, 
and  accordingly  devised  plans  for  the  removing  of  the  causes. 

It  was  evident  that  no  drdnage  could  be  accomplished  without  first  filling  and  grading  the 
lands  above  tidal  overflow.  After  the  drauiage  and  surface  water  west  of  Fifth  avenue,  and 
as  far  north  as  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  street,  had  been  converged  into  the  sewer  at 
One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street  and  Fifth  avenue,  it  was  ordered  that  the  lands  be  filled  and 
graded  to  a  level  above  tide  water. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  allusion  was  made  to  an  existing  contract  for  the  filling  and 
dramage  of  this  section,  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Public  Worjcs,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  certificate* of  the  Health  Department.  This  work,  then  under  contract,  has 
been  completed.  The  Harlem  Flats,  east  of  Third  avenue,  between  Ninety-third  and  One 
Hundredth  streets,  have  been  filled,  graded,  and  stone  drains  constructed  and  connected  with 
the  sewer  in  Ninety-sixth  street. 

As  the  law  admitted  of  an  assessment  to  a  limited  amount  (based  upon  the  valuation 

of  the  land),  the  work    could  only  be  performed  within  the  prescribed   limit'  of   ex  pen- 

<iiture,    and  consequently  the  filling  and  grading  could   only  reach   a  certain  level.     The 

svim  of  the  assessment  proved  to  be  inadequate  to  carry  the  filling  and  drainage  above  tidal 

^^verflow  in  the  extreme  high  tides  which  occasionally  occur,  although  the  lands  are  filled 

^<::>  .the  level  of  the  sewers,  but  the  sewers  are  at  high  tide  surcharged  with  water,  and 

^l^e  water  escaping  into  the  stone  drains  sometimes  overflows  the  lands  which  have  been 

R^lled.     If  the  ground  could  have  received  two  feet  more  of  earth  upon  its  surface,  the 

^^iTork  would  have  proved  a  complete  success,  and  would  have  been  of  great  sanitary  benefit, 

tz^icyond  cavil  or  reproach.     Orders  were  issued  and  served  upon  the  owners  of  the  lands 

t^fcelween  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and  One  Hundred  and   Eighth  streets,  requiring  that 

^  liey  should  fill  and  grade  libove  high  water.     About  one-half  of  these  orders  have  been 

^^omplied  with.     The  year  closing  will,  I  trust,  find  them  all  complied  with  ;  then  the  plan 

^^^opted  for  the  **  crowding  out"  of  the  tide  water  will  be  accomplished,  and  **  McGowan*s'* 

-^sreek  and  *  *  Harlem  Flats  "  will  cease  to  be  a  source  of  disease  and  cause  for  complaint. 

One  Hundred  and  Seventh  street,  which  lies  in  the  centre  of  these  sunken  and  overflowed 
Xands,  b  to  be  filled  and  graded.     Lexington  avenue,  which  crosses  these  lands,  is  also  to  be 
^lled,  thus  obliterating  with  the  completion  of  gradings,  all  the  sunken  and  soil-saturated 
lands  west  of  Third  avenue. 

One  Hundred  and  Sixth  street,  from  Third  to  Fifth  avenue,  has  been  graded  and  a  sewer 
completed,  with  lateral  branches  extending  on  both  sides  of  Fourth  avenue,  from  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  to  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  streets.  A  sewer  has  also  been  constructed  in 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth  street,  west  of  Third  avenue — these  improvements  will  add  much 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  section.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  buildings  are  erected 
uppn  the  area  included  within  this  once  tidal  land,  due  precaution  may  be  taken,  and  that 
no  cellars  be  carried  below  the  sewers — as  all  the  outlet  sewers  north  of  Ninety- third  street 
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are  subject  to  tidal  obstruction,  and  of  course  when  so   ob^^rttcted  tide  water  wiU 
with  house  drainage,  causing  the  overflowing  uf  the  cellani. 

Much  has  b«en  said  and  written  upon  the  subject  of  drainage  and  sewcn^,  and 
buildings  Ure  constantly  being  ercctetl  wit!jout  reference  to  the  depth  of  the  street 
This  is  particularly  the  awe  in  many  localities  in  Harlem — the  bottoms  of  very  many  oellm 
are  below  the  sewer  level*  rendering  them  Uable  to  be  a/Tected  by  high  lide^  cattsang  dampoe* 
even  where  they  are  cemented  and  connected  with  the  sewer. 

The  sewers  in  Fourth  avenue,  extending  from  Sixty-sixth  to  Eighty-si jtth  streets, ' 
were  disturbed  and  whose  outlets  were  cut  off  by  the  necessary  excavations  for  the  Fo 
avenue  improvements,  have  all  been  rebuilt,  and  are  in  y^ood  condition,  with  proper  oatlet^^ 
and  of  such  depth  as  to  preclude  any  repetition  of  evils  resulting  from  the  dischargti 
their  contents  tnto  the  tun  net  Sewers  are  generally  constructed  to  convey  surface 
and  house  drainage,  without  reference  Co  the  drainage  of  any  soil  saturated  lands  throu^ 
which  they  may  pass,  but  if  due  regani  was  paid  to  the  depth  of  the  cellars  m  such  I 
theisc  sewers  would  perform  ail  the  required  service  and  relieve  many  evQs  which  nowc 
The  practice  of  having  only  one  sewer  connection  for  four  or  five  houses  should  be  prohibit«f. 
This  is  and  has  been  to  some  extent  the  cijstom  even  among  first-class  builders,  Manybltxks 
of  tj)e  best  houses  are  so  connected  with  the  street  sewer,  tnterrupting  and  preventing  a  fi«e 
escape  of  the  contents  of  soil  and  waste  pipes,  and  causing  obstructions  which  at  times  hiTf 
proved  pernicious  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  occupants.  Every  bouse  should  hav*  a 
aepftrate  and  independent  sewer  connection,  with  the  soil  and  waste  pipes  exiending  above  tbe 
roof,  so  as  to  allow  the  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  the  external  air. 


The  subject  of  the  'ventUathn  9/ soil  and  wajie  pipes  has  not  received   the  attentitin 
which  its  importance  demands,     The  public,  however,  are  becoming  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity, and  many  changes  are  being  made  under  the  orders  from  the  Hea.lth  Department,     And! 
in  every  case  where  the  pipes  have  been  so  extended  there  has  been  an   almost  entire  freedom 
from  noxious  and  deleterious  gases*     It  is  a  melancholy  fact  to  record,  that  m  many  ca!»  of 
diphtheria  which  we  are  required  to  investigate,  we  find  that  the  disease  is  assoda^ted  with  the 
escape  of  sewer  gases  into  the  sleeping  rcKjms  from  imperfect  waste  pipes  or  exhausted  traps. 
It  is  also  so  with  regard  to  the  development  of  malarial  and  typhoid  fevers.      These  disease 
are  more  manifest  and  more  frequent  in  their  occurrence  soon  after  families  return  from  tbdr 
summer  sojourn  in  the  country,  and  re-occupy  their  houses  which  have  been  dosed,  with 
exhausted  traps — ^house,  bedding,  walls,  all  saturated  and  contaminated  with  poisonous  csha- 
lations  from  the  sewer — giving  life  and  vitality  to  the  previous  absorption  in  the  system  of 
malaria  from  rural  exposure,  and  thus  developing  diseases  ktent  if  not  perceptible  at  the  litne 
of  return  to  the  city. 

T^nemunt  Hauses  are  the  subject  of  frequent  inspections,  and  are  generally  kepi  in  % 
good  sanitary  condition.  Many  have  been  improved  by  the  extension  of  soil  and  waste  pipes 
above  the  roof.  Others,  whose  cellars  were  inundated  by  high  tide,  have  been  relieved  by  the 
filling  and  cementing  of  the  cellars. 

Fat  MtlHng. — There  is  but  one  establishment  in  the  district ,  at  One  Himdrcd  and  Sixtk 
street  and  East  river  \  and  there  is  but  oite  slaughter-house,  loi^ted  at  One  Hundred  aad 
Sixth  street  and  First  avenue  ;  both  are  kept  as  good  and  as  cleanly  as  can  be  expected,  coo* 
sidering  the  nature  of  the  business.  There  are  eight  pork  packing  establishments  where  Iai4 
is  melted  during  the  winter  months* 
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The  general  condition  of  the  stables  is  very  good.  Many  of  them  are  occupied  as  cow 
stables  and  owned  by  the  shanty  population,  who  sell  milk  to  families  whose  children  are  fed 
from  the  bottle.  The  shanty  occupation  gives  rise  to  many  nuisances  and  inconveniences 
which  the  Inspector  recognizes,  but  in  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  these  are  being  adjusted. 

Annexed  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  by  me  from 
April  30,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875  : 


Tenement  houses 1,428 

Private  dwellings 732 

Shanties 261 

Cellars  and  basements no 

Public  buildings,  hospitals  and  asylums.  55 

Yards  and  stables. 307  | 

Dumping  grounds. 152  j 

Vacant  and  sunken  lots 497  \ 


Privies  and  water-closets 586 

Streets  and  roadways 116 

Public  sewers  and  drains 49 

Factories  and  workshops 14 

Slaughter-houses 62 

Fat  rendering 155 

Manure  and  night-soil  boats 16 


Total 4,541 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 


Small-pox 407 


VACCINATIONS   PERFORMED. 


Primary. 


78  I  Secondary 196 


COMPLAINTS   AND   REPORTS. 


Tenement  houses 121 

Private  dwellings 104 

Cellars  and  basements 7 

Privies  and  water-closets. 89 

Stables  and  yards 19 


Streets  and  roadways. 38 

Vacant  and  sunken  lots 104 

Violations  of  Code 9 

Reports  and  re-inspections. i»097 


Total 1,588 


Respectfully  submitted. 


AUG.  VIELE,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
W.   Oe  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  that 
r>ortioii  of  the  city  comprised  between  the  North  and  East  rivers  and  a  line  extending  from  the 
East  river  westerly  along  Fulton  street  to  Broadway  ;  thence  along  Broadway,  Park  row, 
Chatham  street,  and  the  Bowery,  to  Houston  street ;  thence  along  Houston  street  to  Broad- 
-w-ay  ;  thence  along  Broadway  to  Canal  street,  and  thence  along  Canal  street  to  the  North 
river,  including  the  Fourteenth,  Sixth,  Fifth,  Third,  First,  and  a  portion  of  the  Second  Wards. 
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This  district  ha*  i«  tlie  main  beeo  m  a  healthful  condition,  but  there  arc  certain  ^om 
With  regard  to  ejtlstmg  nuisance  atiJ  possible  improvements,  to  which  1  wish  toeaU  ittemitm 

Ten^mitii  Hm4S£x. — There  are  two  greal  evils  connected  with  lenemcnl  houscf  in  tta 
district  wMch  must  exercise  a  very  great  inflaence  upon  the  death  record  of  the  city.  I  rder 
to  overcrowding  and  filth.  The  former  is  too  evidently  the  result  of  poverty  and  the  pecaHo 
conformation  of  Manhattan  Island  to  be  easily  and  effect ually  remedied.  The  lalieftllliiBl, 
might  be  very  easily  and  protnptly  done  away  with  to  a  great  extent. 

The  overcrowding  in  the  jwrtion  of  the  city  of  which  I  have  charge  undoubtedly  reaMi 
chiefly  frotn  poverty.  There  are  vacant  rooms  sprinlcled  m.  great  numbers  all  over  the  &• 
trict,  c|uite  sufficient,  1  should  judge,  to  dilute  the  population  to  a  more  healthful  degree  wf 
density  ;  but  from  lack  of  means  a  family  which,  to  obtain  a  sufficient  sopply  of  fresh  m 
should  occupy  four  rooms,  is  crowded  into  two  at  half  the  price.  They  cannot  afford  wM 
roomy  apart ments,  and  so  are  as  limited  in  their  supply  of  oxygen  as  in  the  quality  tad 
quantity  of  their  food,  and  pass  their  lives  with  their  physical  wants  only  half  supplied  with 
what  are  real  necessities,  to  say  nothing  of  the  almost  total  destruction  of  decent  iDutlli 
which  result?!  from  a  constant  and  unavoidable  commingling  of  the  sexes.  If  the  sexual  im* 
morality  of  the  tenement  houses  of  New  V'ork  could  lie  laid  hare  by  some  A^modcas,  the 
community  would  be  aghast  at  the  revelation^ 

The  matter  of  fdih,  I  believe,  can  be  more  easily  managed.  The  majority  of  ihe  dwdlers 
in  my  tenement  houses  are  not  a.>  dirty  as  they  were  a  few  years  ago,  ami  they  all  scian  no» 
to  realize  that  dirt  is  a  thing  to  be  ashamed  of.  Almost  all  of  such  houses  have  tli<xr 
housekeeper,  whose  business  it  is  to  see  that  everj'lhing  about  the  house  is  in  good  tjrdcr,  ajid 
who  often  comes  out  to  meet  the  Inspector  when  she  sees  him  enter  the  house  or  yard.  Many 
of  these  women  are  admirable  managers  and  industrious  superintendents ;  and,  were  it  not  fijf 
one  thing,  would  keep  their  houses  in  unexceptionable  condition  so  far  as  regards  d^Jilioca 
The  one  thing  which  often  thwarts  their  efforts  is  the  irregular  and  imperfect  removal  of 
ashes  and  garbage.  If  these  matters  are  not  regularly  removed,  or  if  the  removal  is  accom* 
plisbed  in  a  careless  and  dovenly  manner,  if  the  garbage  receptacles  and  street  gutters  aiew« 
properly  cleaned,  the  tenantry  become  infected  with  the  carelessness  of  the  oflSciaK  if  the 
garbage  box  is  full  and  running  over  they  will  throw  their  refuse  into  the  gutter  or  into  tk 
priv>'  vault,  where  it  chokes  up  the  sewer  pipe,  or  into  the  hydrant  sink,  to  stop  up  the  dmat 
Of  into  any  convenient  corner,  where  it  lies  until  spied  by  the  housekeeper  or  perhaps  by* 
Sanitary  Officer.  Even  at  the  best,  garbage  boxes  are  a  terrible  nuisance  in  a  hirge  dty  Kke 
New  York,  and  where  they  are  permanently  located  upon  the  sidewalk  and  the  (?a«' 
tents  are  allowed  to  accumulate,  as  they  often  are,  until  they  run  over  into  the  gutter,  t&e 
sight  and  smell  are  often  such  as  lo  make  one  wonder  whether  we  are  really  in  a  ciWliid  \^ 
and  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Now  the  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  to  me  is  plain.     Let  the  ash  and   garbage  carts 
make  their  rounds  with  clock-like  regularity,  and  do  their  duty  thoroughly.     Every  man  «nd 
woman    in    New    York    City    should    be    able    to    say,     for    example,      **  It    is    wvts 
o'clock.     It    is    the   ash-man's  time."      The  men  should  have    a    bell     to    linkle,    an4 
should    strike    it    at    the    same    time,    in  the  same     block,    every   evening  in  the  j^* 
Then   every  tenant  would  keep  her   kitchen    refuse    until    the    proper    time    came,   ot 
there   might    be   some    particular    place    under    the    housekeeper* s    charge,     where    the 
daily  accumulation  should  take  place.     Then  we  should  have  no  more  stinking   messes  ind 
boxes  lining  both  sides  of  the  street  for  miles,  a  constant  annoyance  to  ourselves  and  a  con- 
stant source  of  ridicule  to  strangers.     Of  course  there  would  be  objections  to  the  a1>ove  jiaD. 
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"here  always  are  to  everything  new.  I  believe  they  could  all  be  easily  overcome.  I  believe 
^e  plan  to  be  perfectly  practicable,  and  although  I  have  only  given  the  merest  outline,  |hat 
tie  minor  details  could  be  easily  arranged. 

PrtT/y  Vaults, — The  most  offensive  privies  in  the  district  are  those  situated  below  the 
;vel  of  the  street  or  yard.  Many  tenement  houses  cover  the  entire  lot  upon  which  they  are 
uilt,  and  the  situation  of  the  privy  vault  seems  to  have  been  an  afterthought.  Some  vaults 
re  in  the  cellar,  some  in  the  front  or  rear  area,  and  some  under  the  sidewalk.  All  of  these 
inderground  vaults  are  dark,  and  therefore  naturally  more  filthy  than  those  above  ground. 
S\\  of  ^ hem,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  are  paved  with  stone,  to  insure  greater  cleanliness,  or 
reater  facility  for  washing  and  scrubbing.  The  stone  floors  are  always  damp,  and  generally 
vet,  the  water  remaining  from  one  washing  not  evaporating  before  they  are  scrubbed  again. 
Phis  constant  dampness  powerfully  assists  decomposition,  and  such  closets  are  always,  in  my 
experience,  peculiarly  oflensive.  The  whole  lot  being  occupied  by  the  buildmg,  such  closets 
:annot  be  moved,  imless  they  are  placed  upon  the  roof  of  the  house.  And  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  is  the  l>est  place  for  all  privies  and  water-closets.  I  have  seen  some  such — there  is 
one  at  No.  78  Watts  street — and  they  appeared  to  be  very  clean  and  not  offensive.  If  the 
3oil-pipe  connecting  such  closets  with  the  sewer  were  well  constructed,  with  tight  joints,  this 
perhaps  would  be  the  best  method  of  solving  the  difficult  problem  which  the  matter  of  privy 
accommodations  in  tenement  houses  presents.  In  fact  the  time  may  come  when  there  will  be 
no  cellars  in  any  dwelling  house,  and  the  storage  rooms,  kitchen,  water-closets,  and  bath- 
ooms  will  be  on  the  upper  story  of  the  building. 

Ventilating  Shafts, — A  large  number  of  these  have  been  connected  with  privy  vaults  in 
vy  district  during  the  past  year,  and  many  soil-pipes  in  buildings  occupied  as  stores  and 
ffices  have  been  ventilated  by  extension  above  the  roof.  If  work  of  this  chairacter  be  prop- 
1>  done,  it  is  a  very  effective  means  of  preventing  the  outflow  of  gases  into  the  building,  but 
I2  too  often  done  in  a  manner  which  shows  not  only  carelessness,  but  absolute  ignorance  of 
^  object  to  be  attained.  Two  instances  in  my  own  experience  will  suffice  to  illustrate  this, 
^mplaint  was  made  by  tenants  of  a  crowded  dwelling  that  offensive  odors  came  from  the 
yy  vault,  although  it  was  ventilated  by  an  eight-inch  shaft.  On  visiting  the  locality,  I 
*^*^ci  that  the  cap,  placed  upon  the  top  of  the  shaft  to  keep  out  rain  and  snow,  was  fastened 
closely  to  the  upper  opening  of  the  shaft  that  not  more  than  half  an  inch  of  space  inter- 
'^^.  Of  course  there  was  no  upward  current  in  the  shaft,  excepting  under  very  exceptional 
■M^ instances.  The  cap  was  raised  six  inches,  and  the  trouble  ceased. 
*X^he  other  instance  is  the  following  :  Complaint  was  made  that  foul  gases  escaped  from  a 
^  in  a  building  occupied  by  offices,  although  all  sinks  were  well  trapped,  and  the  soil-pipe 
^  Uated  by  being  extended  above  the  roof.  On  investigation,  I  found  that  the  soil-pipe 
^  l.ndeed  been  carried  above  the  roof,  but  although  a  pipe  of  only  one  and  a  half  inch 
'  V^xe,  there  were  six  right  angles  in  it  before  it  finally  opened  to  the  external  air  !  Imagine 
^s.mney  flue  built  in  this  way  !    Comment  on  this  case  is  unnecessary. 

^Mechanics  do  not  seem  to  understand  that  an  air  current  is  retarded  by  friction  as  much 
^-  stream  of  water  is.  In  the  case  just  mentioned,  with  a  small  pipe  and  so  many  abrupt 
^X^  the  stagnation,  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,  was  complete.  In  the  larger 
^1*15,  which  are  put  up  to  ventilate  privy  vaults,  the  friction  is  less,  and  yet  the  angles  in 
*^st  of  them  are  too  frequent  and  too  abrupt.  The  straighter  their  course,  the  more  effective 
'^Vl  be  their  action. 

Cellars, — Many  cellars  in  the  district  have  been  vacated  as  places  of  human  habitation. 
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They  need  to  be  constantly  watched  to  prevent  re-occ«palion»  Some  tenants  seem  to  j 
t  troglodyte  life  to  any  other,  for  they  will  pay  a  rent  for  a  damp  and  dark  cdlw,  wK 
would  procure  them  comfortable  Iwlgings  above  ground^  and  when  ordered  to  \cs.tt  i 
miserable  quarters,  Uiey  crawl  otit  of  them  with  a.  reluctance  and  a  di5|>lay  of  what  phrawift' 
gists  call  inbabitativcncs-s  that  belongs  lo  hardly  any  other  class  of  tenantii.  Tlie  ctUu^a 
the  tower  portions  of  Greenwich  and  Washington  streets,  and  the  streets  which  crosjt  than, 
are  particularly  unfit  for  occapatioii,  as  they  are  all  very  danip^  and  many  of  them  ifjo^ 
with  water  at  every  high  tide* 

Factor ku — The  box  factories,  of  which  there  are  several  in  the  district,  are  an  tuuniti' 
gated  nnisancCj  by  reason  of  the  clouds  of  smoke  which  they  discharge.  Many  of  them  irc 
in  Ifae  midst  of  crowded  tenement  districts,  and  cause  great  distreis  and  frequent  comfiintfs 
from  citizens.  I  do  not  believe  the  matter  can  be  remedied  by  smoke -consutner^  or  in  iBf 
other  way  than  by  a  change  of  fud  or  a  removal  beyond  the  city  limits,  as  I  tiavc  ilrea^ 
stated  iti  a  ispeciaj  report  upon  the  subject, 

CoHtagioiis  Disettses,^ — These  have  visited  my  district  very  lightly  during  the  time  covered 
by  this  report,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annexetl  statement.  With  very  few  exception^  iH 
cases  of  variola  have  been  removed  lo  the  hospital.  My  early  experience  in  the  sbti*^ 
of  the  Board  of  Health  taught  me  that  if  a  case  of  yariola  be  iJ^olated  in  a  tencmnrt 
house,  the  disease  is  sure  to  spread,  and  1  always  try  to  induce  the  friends  of  the  patient  to 
allow  his  removaL 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  inspections  and  re -inspections  made  by  we 
from  April  30,  1874,  to  Decemlier  30,  1S75. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  RE-INSPECnONS, 


Tenement  houses. .....,, 4j  S7^ 

Yards  and  areas  .,,*„,. .  i ,  i  SS 

Streets  and  sidewalks  . . ,  *  ,^  * .  494 

Sink, /.,.»..,,,,,.* ...,,,  1 

Private  dwellings,  .....,,.,,,**...*  106 

Other  dwellings. , ,  *  *  7 

Cellars  and  l>asements , , . . .  406 

Public  buildings.  ....,,,...,,..,,.♦  1 1 

Stores^  and  warehouses, ,.,,,,..,.,.  375 

Factories  and  workshops.  ,..„,,♦,»  t  iS  [ 

Fat-rendering  establishment, 1    | 

The  following  complaints  were  forwarded  : 


Market.., ..  * 

Stables _. 

Other  buildings. ,.,.,... 
Catch  basins. ...,,..,,.. 
Privies  and  water-closets  , 
River  pier  ,.,,,.....*-, 
Sunken  and  vacant  lots. . . 

Street  gutters. 

Telegraph  pole*  ..,.»,,*, 


Total. 


I 
1 

99 
f 


3*143 


COMPLAINTS. 


Tenement  houses. .................       326 

Yards  and  areas , 165 

17 

t 

34 

.  . . ,  2 

35 


Private  dwellings. .  - . . 

Other  dwellings   ,. . , , , 

Stables 

Public  buildings. 

Stores  and  warehouses. . . . 


I  Factories  and  workshops 

I  Other  buildings. ....... 

I  Cellars  and  baf^ements. 

I  Streets  and  sidewalks 

I  Vacant  lots 

I  Street  gutters 
Hydrants 
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COMPLAINTS — (Continued), 

Leaders,  etc i  !  River  pier i 

Privies  amd  water-closets 219  |  Dirt  carts 5 

Cesspool I  I  Telegraph  pole i 

Live  fowl 3  ,  Special  reports 3 

Catch  basins 4 


Sewer : i 


Total 1,031 


The  following  cases  of  contagious  disease  were  visited  : 

CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 


Variola 59 

Varioloid 53 

Varicella 6 

Rubeola 4 


Typhus  fever i 

Typhoid  fever 14 

Diphtheria 13 


Total 150 

Namber  of  families  visited  on  duty  in  vaccinating 501 

Primary  vaccinations 73 

Secondary  vaccmations 106 

Total 179 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROGER   S.  TRACY,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
January  i,  1876. 

New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
Dr.  W.  De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  concerning  the  condition  for  the  past  twenty 
months  of  the  Sixteenth  Sanitary  District  of  the  City  of  New  York,  bounded  by  East  Twenty- 
sixth  street.  East  Fortieth  street,  Sixth  avenue,  and  the  East  river.  The  natural  divisions  of 
the  district  into  dwellings  and  tenement -house  portions,  with  Lexington  avenue  as  the  divid- 
ing line,  renders  almost  all  the  work  required  in  the  "  Sanitary  Bureau  'Mo  be  given  in  the 
tenement-house  portion,  or  that  which  lies  east  of  the  dividing  line. 

Street  Paving. — The  condition  of  the  street  paving  of  the  district  in  most  of  the  streets 
is  good,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  streets  in  the  tenement -house  portion,  which  have 
been  originally  paved  with  the  old  cobble-stone  pavement,  and  these  are  not,  and  in  my 
opinion  cannot  be,  kept  in  such  repair  as  to  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  occupants  of  the 
adjoining  houses,  despite  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Bureau.  First  avenue, 
from  East  Twenty-sixth  to  East  Thirty-sixth  street ;  Second  avenue,  from  East  Twenty-sixth 
to  East  Fortieth  street ;  East  Thurty-third  and  East  Thirty-sixth  street,  from  Lexington 
avenue  to  the  East  river,  are  constantly  in  a  filthy  condition,  and  the  depressions  between  the 
stones  filled  with  offensive  decaying  matter,  which  it  is  impossible  to  remove  by  any  effort  on 
the  part  of  that  department. 
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IVasie  and  Drains. — The  district  under  my  charge  covers  a  large  area,  being  inhabited 
by  about  130,000  persons,  and  therefore  a  large  portion  of  my  time  is  consumed  in  attendiog 
to  complamts  made  by  citizens.  The  varied  character  of  these,  and  the  locations  complained 
of  being  usually  so  far  apart  allow  little  time  for  systematic  and  uniform  inspection  of  the 
district ;  but  in  those  inspections  that  have  been  made  by  me  block  by  block  I  have  en- 
deavored, in  the  p>ortions  of  the  district  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes,  to  contmue  the 
work,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  of  causing  the  owners  to  place  traps  under  the  sinb 
and  basins,  and  to  ventilate  the  waste  and  soil  pipes  by  extending  them  through  the  roof. 

Tenement  Houses, — The   question  of  the  construction  of  a  tenement  house  so  that  its 
occupants  may  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  many  improvements  of  modem  science  without  too 
great  an  increase  of  rent,  is  one  of  great  importance.     In  answer  to  any  questions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  improving  the  standard  of  this  class  of  property,  almost  all  of  the  architects  ai»*^ 
landlords  reply  :  O,  yes !  we  can  put  in  all  these  things,  but  they  cost  so  much  that  we  cani**^^ 
rent  them  for  the  price  poor  persons  can  afford  to  pay.     This  may  be  true  to  a  certain  cxteti*'' 
but  there  are  a  few  rules  from  which  no  deviation  should  be  made.     Light,  air,  and  deanlinc?^*'^ 
are  three  indispensable  agents  in  the  preservation  of  life  and  health,  and  should  always  \:^^ 
kept  in  view  by  architects  in  designing  all  kinds  of  tenement  or  apartment  houses.  - 

No  house  should  be  constructed  more  than  four  rooms  deep  without  having  a  fair  sizo^^^^ 
ventilating  shaft  not  less  than  four  feet  square,  extending  from  the  cellar  to  three  feet  above  tb^^ 
roof,  and  the  sides  of  that  portion  above  the  roof  inclosed  only  by  open  slat  work  so  arrangoi^^ 
as  to  prevent  the  rain  from  entiering,  but  admitting  of  the  free  circulation  of  air.     At  thc"^ 
bottom  of  the  shaft  it  should  be  connected  by  an  air  box  with  the  external  air  at  the  front 
or  rear  of  house,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  air  is  supplied  to  an  ordinary  hot-air  furnace. 
Into  this  air  shaft  all  of  the  inner  rooms  should  have  a  window  opening  not  less  than  four  feet 
square.     Over  all  doors  in  this  class  of  houses,  whether  opening  into  halls  or  from  room  to 
room,  swinging  fan  lights  should   be  placed,  extending  from  the  top  of  the  door  to  withb 
a  few  inches  of  the  ceiling. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  halls  by  means  of  an  open  window  at  the  end  is  a  subject 
which  has  so  often  been  dilated  upon  by  writers  on  sanitary  matters  that  it  seems  like 
tautology  to  again  mention  it ;  the  more  so  as  it  is  a  direct  requirement  of  the  Tenement 
House  Law  of  the  State,  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  is  a  dead  letter  in  the  eyes  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  buildings. 

I  well  understand  that,  in  order  to  have  the  window  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  one  small  bed  room  less  on  the  floor ;  but  notwithstanding  that  fact  I  deem  it  so  import- 
ant from  a  sanitary  standpoint  that  it  should  be  insisted  on  in  every  case. 

The  first  floor  of  this  class  of  houses  should  be  two  feet  above  the  level  of  the  curb,  and 
windows  opening  into  the  cellar  should  be  placed  in  the  front  and  rear  to  allow  a  direct 
circulation  of  air. 

Sunken  areas  front  and  rear  of  houses  should  not  be  allowed,  they  serve  as  catch  holes  for 
dirt,  and  are  of  little  use. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  question  of  the  consumption  of  their  own  smoke  by  the 
furnaces  used  for  the  purpose  of  driving  engines  by  steam  is  one  of  great  importance.  In  the 
construction  of  new  furnaces  mechanical  adaptations  for  the  more  perfect  combustion  of 
carbonaceous  materials  can  be  applied,  but  in  adapting  these  applications  to  old  furnaces  I  have 
experienced  great  difficulty.  In  many  cases,  in  the  district  under  my  charge,  the  results  have 
not  been  very  satisfactory ;  in  nearly  all  factories  where  saw  dust  and  refuse  of  wood  are  burned 
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ot  lie  as  much  with  the  owner  as  with  the  stoker,  if  steam  jets,  etc.,  are  placed  so  as 
a  better  consumption  of  smoke.  The  stoker,  as  it  causes  him  a  little  more  trouble, 
the  steam  from  the  jets,  or  closes  the  air  box  and  renders  all  of  our  efforts  null  and 


following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  inspections  and  re-inspections  performed  by 
May  I,  1874,  to  December  30,  1875,  being  a  period  of  twenty  months : 


U  houses 4,080 

iwellings 1*064 

ults  and  water-closets 1*481 

nd  wastes 693 

727 

ourts,  and  areas 205 

283 

^s 275 


Factories  and  workshops 117 

Stores  and  warehouses 10 

Vacant  lots 52 

Streets  and  gutters i8 

Sewers 2 

Other  nuisances 63 


Total 9,070 


cases  of  contagious  diseases 239 

plaints  and  reports  on  orders  forwarded  to  the  Board,  were  as  follows : 


It  houses 1*042 

Iwellings 186 

nd  wastes 525 

ults  and  water-closets 886 

262 

rourts,  and  areas 166 

cs 482 

198 

»f  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Streets  and  gutters 

Factories  and  workshops. 
Stores  and  warehouses . . . 

Vacant  lots. 

Sewers 

Other  nuisances 


49 
13 
16 

19 

I 

40 


Total 3,88s 


CHAS.  F.   ROBERTS,  M.D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


January  i,  1876. 
^  De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent : 

-I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  work 
kI  by  me  during  the  last  twenty  months.  During  the  last  year  I  have  had,  in  addition 
d  district,  that  portion  of  the  city  located  between  West  Fourteenth  and  West  Twen- 
streetF,  and  between  Sixth  avenue  and  the  Hudson  river,  thus  giving  an  extent  for 
supervision  reaching  from  West  Fourteenth  to  West  Fortieth  street,  between  Sixth 
nd  the  Hudson  river,  containing,  in  round  numbers,  at  least  3,300  tenement-houses, 
Dthing  of  the  great  number  of  dwellings  not  to  be  classed  with  tenement-houses  proper. 
Towth  of  business  extends  upwards  its  demands  for  room  displace  the  occupant-own - 
e  more  wealthy  class,  and  their  dwellings  are  occupied  by  two,  three,  or  more  families^ 
ber  of  families  depending  as  a  rule  upon  the  number  of  floors — one  family  to  a  floor, 
ipants  are  usually  a  medium  class  of  tradesmen,  mechanics,  clerks,  etc.,  who  live  near 
iiness  and  are  all  **  well-to-do." 
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Tememtnt  Ji&uset.^^mzt,  my  last  report  many  tjcw  and  better  constnicted  tenoi^ 
houses  have  l>een  erected.     Dwellings  upon  the  Krciich  flftt  sjstem  arc  largely  on  ihe  lacwat 

Ciliary, — Since  my  l^st  report  many  cellars  have  been  vaeated  by  order  of  the  B<5«1 
The  power  of  example  being  strongly  felt  in  thia  district,  the  landlords^  with  but  fewoH!^ 
tions,  are  slow  ta  let,  and  tenants  ^ow  tn  lea<^  the  cellars  for  habitation,  and  the  an^r^oiM^ 
ment  of  **  basement  to  let  for  business  purposes  only  "  Is  fast  taking  the  place  of  the  se 
what  equivocal  "  to  let," 

Factcri^s  arid  iVorkshops. — Attention  was  called  in  my  last  report  to  the  want  of  prop* 
railings  to  stairways,  attics,  etc.  These  have  on  all  occaittons  been  complained  of,  Acotkr 
especially  noticeable  defect  is  the  improper  protection  ugainst  rapMly  revolving  bells,  dafl^ 
and  wheels     Accounts  of  deaths  therefrom  are  quite  common, 

Fat^rtHd^ring.^ — The  number  of  **  professionar'  fat -rend  erers  in  my  district  (those  tts^ 
ing  lard  and  tallow)  is  three.  Two  are  located  on  the  north  side  of  West  Thirty-eighth  itreel, 
between  Eleventh  avenue  and  Hudson  river^  and  the  third  has  been  lately  opened  at  Nos,  t| 
and  14  Abattoir  place.  They  profe^  to  render  only  fresh  fat,  and  In  a  few  instaucet 
ceed«  The  old  stinks  which  this  business  engendered  are  now  held  in  ab^aooe  %f 
improved  apparatus  and  an  acquired  respect  for  sanitary  orders.  But  two  or  three  compJiitti 
have  been  made  ngainst  offensive  odors  therefrom  during  the  past  year,  and  these  were  due  r* 
mishaps  from  frost.  There  is  quite  a  large  number  (10)  of  hog  slaughterers  and  cutters,  win* 
render  the  fat  while  fresh,  that  is^  removed  from  the  hogs  *'  killed*^  or  **cut  "  on  the  p^an* 
ises.  This  class  of  industry  does  not  create  the  widely  diffusible  stinks  which  are  liahte  t9 
occur  in  the  former.  The  lard  is  cooked  in  steam* tight  tanksi  provided  with  suitable  ^PP' 
rat  us  for  the  destruction  of  gases, 

1  would  espcdally  invite  the  attention  of  yourself  and  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  tbe 
adn^irable  gas-destroyer  used  by  Monroe,  Crane  &:  Co.  on  the  north  side  of  West  Thirty-nblb 
street. 

There  is  a  thircl  class  who  "  cook  "  once  or  twice  a  week  in  the  fall  and  winter.  The),,  fa^ 
are  required  to  use  great  care,  employing  covered  kettles  connected  by  a  fiue  with  the  chiic- 
ney.  In  my  dealings  with  this  important  industry,  I  have  always  held  that  the  cooking  of  &' 
or  the  odor  of  hot  fat  is  offensive  and  deleterious  to  hecdth,  and  that  the  gases  must  N 
destroyed  in  some  way.  There  is  a  comnion  fallacy  that  if  the  gases  from  the  tank  be  con- 
ducted into  the  furnace  fire  they  will  be  destroyed.  The  gases  must  first  l>e  conducted  th«i^ 
some  n^edium  which  will  abstract  the  water  from  them.  If  this  be  not  done  the  fire  wiH  be 
deadened  by  the  moist  vapor  and  dampened  gases  dischai^ed  into  it,  thusi  allowing  ^ 
uncondeiised  and  non -condensable  on^  to  escape  up  the  chimney.  Economy  in  fuel  ^^"^ 
suggest  a  different  procedure.  A  tjuite  common  reply  to  the  question  of  **  How  do  j/ou^i^ 
pose  of  your  gases  ?^'  is  "  They  go  beneath  the  furnace,  between  the  fire  and  damper  iatolk 
chimney,^*     Such  a  condition  of  things  I  always  find  inadequate  for  the  destruction  of  g?5^ 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  great  majority  of  the  proprietors  manifest  an  v^ 
interest  with  your  Inspector  in  employing  suitable  measures  to  render  their  business  as  Uttl* 
offensive  as  possible,  only  one  haWng  been  subjected  to  fine  for  violating  the  Sanitary  Codt 

Markets  and  Market-piaces. — The  lesser  markets  occur  in  this  district  as  dsewhefe,  iM 
are  only  a  nuisance  when  a  small  amount  of  fat  is  cooked,  "  bolognas  ^'  made;,  state  aitidii 
rendered,  or  fowls  kept  in  cellar,  yard,  or  on  sidewalk.     In  many  instances  they  have  beett 
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iiglit  caution  a.t  the  ti£u^l  rate  per  leason.  The  Manhattan  Markcti  at  t^ie  foot  of  West 
Thirty-fourth  street^  has  been  divided  into  an  at^attuir,  having  all  the  appurlenance^k  for  killmj; 
jtnd  rendering  the  fat  and  oHal,  the  latter  to  l>e  onder  the  immediate  super v^ision  of  Professor 
H,  Draper, 

^L  Other  BtiiidiMgM,  and  thtir  fijes.  HiHiUs  of  Prii^tiitttioH, — There  is  no  apparent 
^■aainntion  in  tbetr  numtier  or  the  aiuounl  of  evil  done,  and  only  ao  apparent  effort  at  mictga* 
ifiQiu  I  believe  no Wf  as  stated  in  my  last  report ^  thai  siome  means  based  on  sanitary  princtplet^ 
,  ^oukl  I w  used  to  mitigate  the  evil  rcwlts  of  human  sexual  commerce. 

I 

^L  LifUiit'  Sii>rfj — Wh&icsaU  and  RetaiL — In  my  last  report  I  used  the  term,  *'  ntt^H  liquor 
^Bm/*  more  because  they  arc  more  numerous^  and  engaged  directly  in  destroying  the  body 
politic*  than  from  a  failure  to  recognize  the  influence  of  the  farmer.  Without  discussing 
whether  good  li^ijuor  be  poisonous^  or  the  liquor  sold  be  good^  or  whether  '*  benxme  ^^  should  be 
mnk  poison*  it  is  perfectly  evident  to  any  one  dealing  v^itb  the  ebuUiating  element  of  our  city, 
Uiat  too  nfiuch  liquor  is  drank.  The  evidence  given  before  the  various  committees,  by  persons 
in  poweip  as^rt^  distinctly,  that  poisonous  liquors  are  in  great  amount,  and  are  consumed  by 
just  thedass  of  people  who  fill  poor-houses,  jails,  and  who^  families  suffer  most  from  con* 
tagious  and  infectious  di^ases.  If  people  wiU  dritti\  they  should  have  a  pure  article  of 
wfai&key,  the  same  as  of  milk  or  water,  of  which  they  often  drink  less*  I  think  that  a  sanitary 
supervision  of  liquors  manufactured  and  reiailei.1  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

Privies  and  Wattr-chs^ts^  —  In  relation  to  these h  I  have  no  desire  to  change  the  statement 
niade  in  my  Jast  report*  During  the  past  year  a  large  number  of  orders  calling  for  the  veuti- 
lation  of  privy  vatdts  has  been  enforced,  and  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  occupants  of 
,  houses.     This  is  an  unquestionably  good  order. 

Sunken  and  P%uant  Zc/r.— The  ^*  filling  in**  proce^  and  the  ''abandoning  of  these 
tots,"  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  came  to  a  sudden  ntop.     They  were  half  filled  in,  and  the 

aaioing  portion,  subject  to  the  proper  restrictions,  were  used  for  the  Storing  and  dumpmg 
^f  manure. 

Street!  and  Sireei*piiving. — There  has  lieen  no  change  for  the  better.      The  streets  of  the 

|tct$eZQefit  districts  should  be  oflener  and  better  swept.     Tlie  cobble  pavement  sliould  be  sup- 

plmied  by  Bciijian.     The  wooden  pavement  in  Seventh  avenue  is  becoming  a  great  nuisance 

to  ihe  traveling  public,  if  not  a  breeder  of  miasma.     Through  it,  in  very  many  places,  stag- 

i^t  water  is  seen,  and  a  splashing  sound  on  driving  over  or  stepping  upon  it  is  beard.    During 

I  »lK)t  nunmer  we  certainly  have  here  the  elements  necessary  to  engender  miasma. 

W^te-pipes^ — The  necessity  for  ventilation  of  waste  and  soil  pil^es  connected  with  dwell- 
[u^boases  has  become  a  ftjied  fact,  and  a  sceptical  person  has  only  to  place  his  nose  over  the 
Riireinjty  ventilated  to  be  assured  of  its  utility.  The  waste-pipes  to  all  sinks,  both  kitchen 
Land  hallway,  shoutd  be  provided  with  stench-traps.  Inasmuch  as  the  stench-traps  to  the 
TBaJIway  sinks  of  tenement  houses  are  liable  to  freeze  and  burst,  making  the  necessary 
,  burdensome  to  the  owner,  I  would  recommend  that  all  sinks  in  hallways  be  dispensed 
irith,  and  kitchen  sbks  used  instead.  The  sinks  of  kitchens  are  always  kept  cleaner  than 
lAose  of  the  hallways.  There  is  an  important  fact  that  shoujd  crecupy  the  attention  of  the 
Board,  that    is,  the  condition   of  the  plumbing  in  private  dwellings.     It  is  a  very  common 
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thing  to  find  imperfect  w^ste  and  soil  pipes,  no  traps^  etc,,  in  these  dwellings,  Thfelliw 
especia.l]y  notke^l  in  those  dwdlin^pi  containing  contagious  diseases. 

If  the  ln-S[icctor*i  were  to  undertake  this  insipectvon  without  orders  from  the  Board,  or  tie 
public  being  in  some  way  notified  of  or  interested  in  the  work^  we  ^oukl  t^  deetnei  Mn- 
loper^  in  many  causes,  and  onr  efibrtii  sulijected  to  great  opposition.  Even  nmr  actions  ofta 
spesik  as  plainly  as  do  the  wortls  annoimcing  that  •*  Thi>  is  my  house  ;  I- ve  lived  in  tt  alwn; 
was  bom  in  it,  and  have  never  been  sick  ;  I  have  a  plumber  of  my  OHU,  and  don  t  want  ar 
assif^tance  from  the  Board  of  Health.     Five  dollars  is  all  you  are  after,**  etc 

On  the  other  hand,  many  owners  court  the  scrutiny  of  the  Inspectors,  sending  for  than  it 
examine  their  dwelling,  and  comply  quickly  with  all  suggestions.  The  public  require  eiinal' 
ing  up  to  the  sanitary  point - 

Garbage  iittd  As Aes. — Since  my  last  report  no  new  features  have  been  developol  Tk 
stationary,  wooden,  often  metallic- lined  garbage  receptacleii  are  s^till  in  use,  and  op^  to  ik 
same  objectionii  as  before.  The  miscellanecius  receptacle^  t>oxes«  pans,  paU,s,  kettksi  ^^ 
are  still  in  common  u^t  ^"d  are  always  a  nuisance  from  being  filled  loo  full,  kicked  orff*  mi 
having  their  contents  blown  into  the  faces  and  the  rooms  of  the  inhabitants.  NumeroasoriaJ 
of  tht  Board,  calling  for  separate  portable  metallic  receptacles,  have  been  enforcen, nl 
against  the  earne.^it  objections  of  the  owners.     The  reasons  usually  advanced  are  : 

1st.  What  is  the  use  of  having  two  (one  for  ashes  and  one  for  garbage),  their  conteatsiw 
dumped  together  into  the  same  cart  by  the  ashman. 

^d.  They  ore  battered  and  spoiled  by  the  boys  and  the  ashmen.  | 

3d.  The  ashman  not  coming  regularly,  their  capacity  Is  too  small  to  contain  the  colkcika 
of  more  than  one  day, 

4th.   They  are  too  expensive  to  be  often  replaced. 

5th.  The  stationary  ones  are  just  as  good. 

I  think  that  we  must  agree  with  the  owners  in  all  but  the  last,  and  that  all  orders  dllinf 
for  separate,  portable  garbage  receptacles  have  sora,e  pound  fnr  seeming  burdensome  to  ^ 
owners  of  property.  The  only  true  remerly  (so  it  seems  to  me)  is  for  the  Health  Departioeil 
to  collect  the  ashes  and  garbage.  As  fioon  as  this  i^  done  all  the  oft*repeated  argumeEits  of 
ovtmers,  agents,  etc.,  fall  to  the  ground,  and  orders  calling  for  a  separation  and  sepante 
storing  of  such  collections  can  be  enforced  with  every  sense  of  justice  u|^>on  the  side  of  tl* 
Board.  Again^  the  ashe?*  thus  collected,  often  being  subjected  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  Board, 
couhi  l>c  iiafcly  usetl  for  filling  in  the  "  Harlem  Flats"  even.  The  garbage  could  besiil4bljf 
disposed  of,  with  no  greater  expense  than  the  present  system  involves. 

Ci^titagkm^  DheaJts, — Since  my  last  report  a  thorough  system  of  vaccination  ha-^  beefl 
begun,  through  the  establLihing  of  a  Vaccinating  Corps^  This  will  necessarily  lessen  the  esteut 
and  virulence  of  that  public  pcst^small-pox.  The  removal  of  all  ca(^s  which  rdwufl^  be 
isolated,  leads  me  to  state  some  of  the  rules  followed  by  myself  in  isolating  cases  ,- 

1st.  There  should  be  two  rooms,  one  for  the  patient,  the  other  for  the  attendant.  AU 
communications  from  the  patient's  room  with  the  external  air,  other  than  the  attendaat's 
room,  should  be  tightly  closed,  and  kept  so.     All  cracks  around  such  openings  should  be 


thoroughly  tamponed  with  cloth,  kept  saturated  with  a  disinfectant.     All  openings  from 
attendant's  room  to  hallway  and  other  rooms  should  be  kept  closed. 

2d.  The  door  between  patient's  and  attendant's  room  should  be  closed, when  the  door  from 
attendant's  room  into  hallway  is  from  necessity  opened. 

3d.  No  one  should  be  allowed  to  enter  either  room,  except  the  physican,  inspector,  or  other 
persons  duly  authorized. 

4th.  No  attendant  should  be  allowed  to  pass  out  of  the  room  under  any  consideration. 

5th.  No  one  should  be  allowed  to  enter  (physician  or  inspector  not  excepted)  until  after 
being  challenged  by  "  Who's  there  ?  " 

6ih.  All  food,  etc.,  required  should  be  placed  by  an  out»de  attendant  at  the  door  ;  who„ 
after  announcing  its  presence,  departs,  when  it  is  taken  in,  without  passing  into  the 
hallway. 

7th.  No  one  or  nothing  should  be  allowed  to  pass  out  of  either  room  into  hallway  or  other 
rooms,  or  external  air,  without  having  been  first  disinfected. 

8th.  All  inmates  of  house  and  adjoining  dwellings  should  be  vaccinated. 

9th.  It  is  very  essential  to  success  to  state  clearly  and  repeatedly  to  each  attendant,  and  to> 
the  patient  and  friends,  that  any  violation  of  these  rules  will  lead  to  immediate  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  hospital,  and  to  be  certain  they  are  understood  by  having  them  repeated 
by  such  attendants  or  friends. 

It  has  been  my  custom  to  visit  the  premises  of^en,  at  no  regular  intervals  or  time  of  day 
^^lien,  if  the  rules  were  found  to  have  been  violated,  the  patient  was  removed,  if  life  was  not 
endangered  thereby. 

These  are  the  rules  which  I  have  endeavored  to  enforce,  and,  in  a  majority  of  cases  re- 
rrsoved,  the  patients  and  friends  have  attached  no  blame  to  the  Health  Department. 

I  will  state  that  during  a  service  of  over  two  and  a  half  years,  I  have  never,  to  my  knowl- 
e<=^e^  had  a  case  follow  an  isolated  one — have  never  had  the  doubt  arise  that  it  might  have 
t^^^^rx  due  to  it. 

X  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  to  the  friends  and  attendants  of  all  isolated  cases 
'^■^■^'^ticd  instructions,  together  with  the  penalty  of  non-compliance. 

•-^yiphtheria^  Typhoid  Fever ^  etc, — The  former,  especially,  has  been  very  prevalent  during 
^  ^     last  year.      A  systematic  study  of  these  diseases  has  been  begun  ;  yet,  while  far  from 
=:liing  the  definite  cause,  it  has  established  conclusively  that  they  are  closely  associated, 
'  great  majority  of  cases,  with  overcrowding,  poor  ventilation,  and  bad  plumbing.     It  is 
»>ticeable  fact  that,  when  occurring  in  tenement  houses,  the  plumbing  is  not  found  to  be  as 
as  when  occurring  in  private  dwellings.     To  strike  at  the  root  of  these  diseases  will 
Lire  an  architectural  and  social  reconstruction  of  the  present  tenement  house  system. 

"^^blic  Baths, — Their  number  should  be  largely  increased ;  their  importance  cannot  be 
-^**-cstimated. 
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The  following  statement  comprises  a  summary  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 
the  last  twenty  months : 


Tenement  houses 4,822 

Private  dwellings i,  103 

Cellars  and  basements. 534 

Factories  and  workshops 245 

Privies. 930 

Stables 401 

Waste  pipes 642 

Other  buildings 375 

Other  nuisances 146 

Fat  rendering 271 

Yards 312 

Streets  and  sidewalks 167 

Vacant  lots ,  80 


Contagious  diseases , 167 

(Isolated  cases.) 

Stores  and  warehouses 29 

Roof  leaders. 19 

Marine  dumps 62 

Street  cars •    11 

Markets. 15 

Slaughter  houses 4 

Garbage  receptacles 6 

Garbage  dumps 4 

Cattle  pens 3 

Hydrant i 


Total 10,549 


COMPLAINTS. 


Tenement  houses 370 

Private  dwellings 113 

■Cellars  and  basements 210 

Privies 465 

Waste  pipes 242 

5tables 70 

Yards 92 

Streets  and  sidewalks 120 

Other  buildings 20 


Vacant  lots. 

Fat  rendering 

Factories  and  workshops. 

Manure  dumps. 

Roof  leaders. 

Garbage  receptacle 

Hydrant 

Stores  and  warehouses. . . 


2S 


Total 1,7^^ 


Reports  on  application  for  permits . 


REPORTS   ON   CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 


Small-pox 208 

Diphtheria 141 

Typhoid  fever 20 

Measles 5 


Syphilis . . . 
Scarlatina. . 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Total 476 

JOS.  D.  BRYANT,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  W.  De  F.  DaYj  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintettdent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  usual  annual  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
my  district  and  the  work  performed  by  me  as  Sanitary  Inspector  from  May  I,  1874,  to 
December  31,  1875.  Previous  to  February,  1875,  my  duties  were  wholly  confined  to  that 
part  of  the  city  comprised  in  the  Eighth  Ward.  Subsequently  my  district  was  considerably 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  Ninth  Ward  and  that  portion  of  the  Fifteenth  Ward  lying 
west  of  Broadway.  This  district,  covering  such  a  large  portion  of  the  city  and  being  wholly 
built  upon,  requires  the  constant  attention  and  watchfulness  of  the  Inspector  in  order  to  have 
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the  laws  of  the  Board  of  Health  strictly  enforced.  A  great  variety  of  features  is  presented  in 
this  district,  including  hotels,  business  houses,  manufacturing  establishments,  tenement  and 
private  houses.  Comparatively  few  complaints  were  received  from  that  portion  bordering  on 
Broadway  aiid  contiguous  streets,  in  consequence  of  its  being  chiefly  devoted  to  business  and 
manufacturing  purposes.  My  labors  were  principally  confined  to  those  parts  of  the  district 
where  tenement  houses  are  located.  In  the  construction  of  tenement  houses  the  principal 
feature  noticed  was  the  improvement  in  ventilation.  In  this  respect  they  show  a  marked 
superiority  over  those  erected  some  years  ago. 

The  plumbing  of  tenement  houses  is  found,  upon  careful  examination,  to  be  generally  de- 
fective, in  that  proper  stench-traps  are  not  provided  in  the  waste-pipes  of  the  sinks,  and  that 
the  waste-pipes  themselves  are  not  extended  above  the  roof,  thereby  allowing  the  escape  of 
the  offensive  odors  into  the  house,  endangering  the  health  of  the  occupants.  In  the  investiga- 
tion of  many  cases  of  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever  I  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the  house- 
drainage  in  the  majority  of  cases,  no  stench-traps  in  the  waste-pipes  of  the  sinks,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  sewer  gases  were  allowed  to  escape  into  the  interior  of  the  dwelling.  More 
attention  has  of  late  been  given  to  the  interior  of  thb  class  of  dwellings ;  they  are  cleaned 
oftener  and  whitewashed  more  regularly  and  give  very  little  cause  of  complaint  on  this 
account.  The  yards  and  alleys  of  tenement  houses  are  kept  pretty  clean,  owing  to  the 
stringency  of  the  law  compelling  the  owners  to  have  separate  receptacles  for  ashes  and  garbage, 
although  in  many  cases  these  vessels  are  used  for  a  time  and  afterward  thrown  or  taken  away. 
Where  this  occurs  the  filth  is  either  deposited  in  the  street-gutter  or  in  the  yard. 

Very  little  change  for  the  better  is  noticed  in  the  condition  of  the  water-closets  and  privy- 
raults.  In  many  houses  where  the  old  hopper  water-closets  were  found,  which  were  offensive, 
complaints  were  made  causing  their  removal  and  the  substitution  of  the  pan  water-closet. 
The  closets  of  some  houses  were  so  situated  that  they  had  no  ventilation  except  by  the  door 
of  entrance ;  in  such  cases  ventilating  shafts  were  ordered  to  be  extended  at  least  two  feet 
above  the  neighboring  roof. 

The  great  difficulty  of  keeping  the  streets  clean  is  mainly  owing  to  the  pavement.  Most  of 
those  that  are  in  a  filthy  condition  are  paved  with  cobble-stones.  The  constant  traffic  over 
these  cause  depressions  in  which  the  surface  water  collects  and  becomes  stagnant.  During 
the  winter  and  early  spring  such  streets  are  in  a  very  bad  condition. 

The  chief  source  of  complaint  against  stables  is  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  manure 
allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  yards  after  the  vaults  have  become  filled.  This  occurs  more 
frequently  during  the  winter  season,  when  the  streets  are  in  such  a  condition  as  to  prevent  its 
removal  regularly. 

Within  the  past  few  months  smalUpox  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  throughout 
the  district,  but  strict  and  rigid  isolation,  removal  to  hospital,  disinfection,  fumigation,  and 
thorough  vaccination  in  the  house  and  vicinity  of  each  case,  have  prevented  its  assuming  any 
serious  epidemic  form. 

SUMMARY. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  summary  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  and  complaints  made 
during  the  past  twenty  months : 

INSPECTIONS  AND   RE-INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement -houses. 5*3^2 

Private  dwellings. 280 

Boarding  and  lodging-houses 49 

Cellars  and  basements 378 


Public  buildings 14 

Stores  and  warehouses 37 

Factories  and  workshops 71 

Privies  and  water-closets  . . . ; i»256 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  RE-INSPECTIONS — (Continued), 


Yards  and  alleys 355 

Sidewalks  and  street  gutters. 179 

Stables 563 

Waste-pipes  and  drains. 387 

Vacant  lots. 28 

Chimneys 34 


Markets. 

Docks 

Cesspools   .... 
Street  culverts. 


Total. 


5 
7 
4 
5 

9.034 


COMPLAINTS. 


Tenement-houses. 317 


Private  dwellings 

Cellars  and  basements 

Boarding  houses. 

Stores  and  warehouses. 

Public  buildings 

Yards  and  alleys. 

Privies  and  water-closets 32$ 

Stables 48 


Waste  pipes  and  drains 160 

Chimneys 17 

Vacant  lots w 

Factories  and  workshops 22 

Sidewalks  and  street  gutters 7$ 

Street  culverts 3 

Cesspools. * 

Total I,2i4 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 


Small-pox 256 

Diphtheria 85 

Chicken  pox 14 


Typhoid  fever. 
Measles 


Total. 


7 
37^ 


VACCINATIONS. 


Primary 78 

Secondary 59I 


Total 669 


Respectfully  submitted, 


BERNARD  HUGHES,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


To  Dr.  W.  De  F.  Day, 

Sanitary  Superintendent  : 


New  York,  January  i,  1876. 


Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  present  this  report  of  my  duties  as  Assistant  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  year  endmg  December  31,  1876.  A  part  of  this  time  was  spent  in  my  old 
district,  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  between  Fourteenth  and  Twenty-sixth  streets.  Sixth 
avenue  and  North  river.     The  other  portion  was  devoted  to  my  present  district,   bounded  oa 
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the  south  by  Fortieth  street,  on  the  north  by  Seventy-second  street,  on  the  west  by  Sixth 
avenue,  and  on  the  east  by  the  East  river.  This  district  is  an  important  one,  as  it  contains 
buildings  where  certain  industries  are  carried  on  that  may  be  very  offensive  to  a  large  class  of 
people  luiless  rigorously  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition  by  the  Inspector. 

I  will  enumerate  these  places  as :  The  slaughter-houses,  the  gut  cleaners,  fat  melters, 
manure  dumps,  offal  dock,  and  car  stables.  Some  of  these  are  proscribed  by  law,  and  must 
therefore  be  put  down  and  crushed  out  by  arrest  and  other  legal  proceedings.  I  need  hardly 
allude  to  the  high-handed  defiance  of  some  contractors  who  kept  certain  vacant  and  sunken 
lots  by  the  river  side  constantly  filled  with  many  hundred  loads  of  horse  manure.  Another 
class  of  troublesome  "people  were  the  gut  cleaners.  One  of  these  firms,  which  had  resisted  all 
the  ordinary  means  to  remove  them,  was  finally  driven  out  of  the  district  by  a  heavy  fine, 
which  it  paid  rather  than  go  to  jaiL  A  problem  that  the  future  alone  will  solve,  is  the  ques- 
tion of  slaughter-housesw  Abattoirs  have  been  shown  to  be  the  only  proper  places  for  the 
trade,  but  until  the  Board  have  the  power  to  make  the  people  move  who  are  now  huddled 
together  in  small  districts  and  small  slaughter-houses,  the  nuisance  must  exist.  We  have 
personal,  political,  and  moneyed  and  religious  influences  to  cope  with,  and  they  are  all  enlisted 
with  the  people  who  are  imperilling  the  health  of  the  public. 

Slaughter 'houses, — There  are  twenty-three  of  these  places  in  my  district  devoted  to  the 
killing  of  beeves,  calves,  sheep,  and  lambs.  They  are  all  small,  and,  in  spite  of  constant 
cleaning,  very  dirty.  The  streets  in  front  are  filthy  with  straw,  animal  matter,  and  other 
offensive  substances.     The  thoroughfares  are  crowded  with  wagons  and  carts. 

Fat  Melters, — There  are  several  establishments  on  the  river  side,  all  weU  conducted,  and 
provided  with  approved  air-tight  chambers  for  melting.  The  fumes'  are  discharged  under  the 
river  surface  at  low  water  level  Several  of  these  places  are  connected  with  slaughter-houses. 
The  fat  used  is  for  the  most  part  fresh.  The  scrap  b  pressed  in  cakes,  and  the  tallow  is  sweet 
smelling.  The  scrap  is  frequently  removed.  There  is  a  small  escape  of  smoke  from  the 
stacks. 

Gut  Cleaners. — There  is  but  one  establishment  of  this  kind,  and  the  owners  are  now 
served  with  orders  to  stop  the  work.  This  is  a  most  foul  and  offensive  trade,  for  the  guts,  to 
be  properly  scraped,  should  be  partially  decomposed,  so  that  the  mucous  membrane  is  readily 
detachable  from  the  fibrous  sheath. 

Rennet  Salting  can  hardly  come  under  this  head,  and  I  have  recommended  permits  for 
two  of  these  establishments.  Sausage  making  is  an  important  industry  among  the  Germans  of 
my  district,  and  I  consider  that  this  business  should  be  as  closely  inspected  as  other  offensive 
trades.  The  lovers  of  sausages  would  have  other  dreads  than  that  suggested  by  the  traditional 
canine  or  feline  adulteration  if  they  knew  their  composition.  The  most  filthy  scrapings, 
dried  bits,  soft  fat,  and  refuse  that  is  almost  valueless,  and  only  of  use  if  it  can  be 
chopped  up  so  as  to  lose  its  identity  as  meat,  and  put  into  the  scraped  guts  I  have  before 
alluded  to,  forms  the  sausage  of  trade. 

Offal  Dock, — The  parts  of  slaughtered  animals  that  cannot  be  utilized  are  carted  daily  to 
the  foot  of  East  Forty-second  street,  where  they  are  disinfected  and  carried  away  in 
sloops  to  Barren  Island.  This  dock  is  not  near  any  dwelling,  so  that  there  is  little  cause 
for  complaint. 
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Manure  Dump, — The  large  tract  between  Forty-sixth  and  Forty-seventh  streets  on  the 
river  side,  has  been  used  by  Kane  and  Savage  for  dumping  purposes.  The  manure  from  the 
different  stables  in  the  city  is  brought  here  by  the  carts  of  the  firm  and  bought  at  a  low  figure. 
It  lies  for  some  time,  usually  till  decomposition  is  fairly  advanced,  and  is  then  sold  for  a  good 
price  to  farmers  and  others  for  fertilizing.  In  the  hot  weather  this  nuisance  was  unbearable, 
and  provoked  newspaper  notice,  petitions,  and  other  expressions  of  just  wrath  from  a  long-saf- 
fering  public.  Through  "  law's  delays  "  the  offenders  have  reaped  fortunes ;  arrest  is  the  only 
remedy  that  will  stop  them.  The  manure  of  the  city  should  all  be  dumped  on  sloops  and 
carried  away,  and  not  allowed  to  lie  for  any  length  of  time  upon  any  ground  in  the  city  limits^ 
The  existence  of  one  nuisance  is  very  apt  to  make  other  people  bold  and  careless,  so  that  a 
nuisance  by  seeming  contagion  will  corrupt  a  whole  neighborhood,  making  it  dirty.  Already 
the  tenement  houses  of  this  locality  are  in  a  most  foul  condition.  The  inmates  seem  to  be 
slovenly,  and  certainly  lack  the  neatness  and  thrift  of  people  in  other  localities ;  for  example, 
a  door  out  of  repair  is  suffered  to  remain  so ;  a  loose  stone  in  the  sidewalk  trips  people  up,  but 
they  are  too  shiftless  to  repair  it.  The  walls  are  smeared  with  filth,  and  the  gutters  are  filled 
with  old  boots  and  straw. 

Breweries, — There  are  many  of  them  in  this  region.  Although  kept  in  good  condition, 
fermenting  malt  has  a  peculiar  and  penetrating  smell  that  is  not  entirely  agreeable.  This 
smell  b  quite  strong  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  malt  house  in  Forty-seventh  street  near  First 
avenue. 

Tenement  Houses, — For  the  great  part  the  tenement  houses  are  well  kept.  They  are 
mostly  of  recent  construction,  and  are  occupied  by  Germans,  who  are  notably  a  clean  and 
neat  people.  Some  of  them  are  marvels  of  tidiness,  and  on  Saturday  afternoons  their 
white  floors  and  well-swept  sidewalks  are  good  examples  for  their  careless  fellow-citizens  at  the 
other  extremity  of  the  city.  Thanks  to  the  energy  of  my  predecessor.  Dr.  Post,  I  have  been  saved 
the  necessity  of  ordering  many  ventilating  shafts  or  traps ;  in  fact,  the  drainage  and  sewerage 
of  this  part  of  the  city  is  excellent.  I  would  suggest  reform,  however,  in  the  construction  of 
adjustable  covers  for  privy  seats.  The  wooden  covers  usually  recommended  are  generally 
stolen  for  firewood  by  the  tenants  or  broken  up.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  thin  sheets  of 
galvanized  iron  would  be  much  more  serviceable.  They  should  be  as  thick  as  ordinary  boiler 
iron. 

I  have  been  struck  forcibly  by  a  fault  of  certain  tenants,  and  oftentimes  health  has  been 
endangered  considerably  by  a  lack  of  care.  I  allude  to  the  evaporation  of  water  in  unused  Uaps. 
In  some  of  the  apartment  houses  where  floors  are  untenanted  during  the  summer,  the  sinks 
or  closets  are  not  used ;  the  water  evaporates  from  the  traps  and  sewer  gas  enters  the  build- 
ing. If  housekeepers  would  exercise  a  little  caution,  and  fill  the  traps  from  time  to  time, 
much  sickness  might  be  averted. 

Sewerage, — Nearly  all  the  streets  are  provided  vdth  sewers,  but  on  account  of  the  hilly 
character  of  this  district,  the  sewer-gas  is  likely  to  rise  to  the  highest  points  with  uncommon 
force,  and  as  a  result  must  **  blow  out  **  the  traps  in  the  houses  built  upon  elevated  land. 
Putting  aside  the  question  of  escape  pipes  in  the  houses,  I  would  suggest  the  adoption  of  the 
English  plan  of  gas  vents  or  shafts  connected  with  the  main  sewer-pipe  in  the  streets.  If 
these  were  placed  at  different  points  of  the  city  where  the  altitude  is  considerable,  and  con- 
ducted along  the  sides  of  buildings,  I  think  the  houses  would  be  more  free  from  sewer  gas 
than  they  now  are. 
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There  are  many  sewers  in  the  city  composed  of  earthen  pipes.  I  have  so  often  witnessed 
the  unserviceableness  of  these  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  their  usual  form.  If 
they  are  to  be  used  at  all  they  should  be  of  a  different  shape  and  well  braced.  It  is  a  very 
common  thing  to  take  them  up  in  a  broken  condition. 

Shanties, — One  of  the  worst  evils  the  sanitarian  meets  vdth  is  the  shanty  nuisance.  The 
erection  of  private  residences  or  large  buildings  will  only  effect  their  removal,  and  complaints 
and  orders  will  only  do  temporary  good.  Goats,  cows,  pigs,  geese  and  chickens,  with  smaller 
animals  of  the  order  insectivora^  occupy  both  interior  and  exterior.  The  morals  of  the 
human  beings  that  inhabit  them  are  of  the  worst  order,  and  the  mode  of  life  is  dependent  upon 
the  filth  of  the  surroundings.  The  police  have  brought  more  than  one  murderer  from  their 
midst,  and  as  they  now  are,  sanitary  and  other  laws  are  defied  with  equal  bravado. 


A  word  in  relation  to  the  Fourth  avenue  improvements.  Instead  of  the  chaos  of  rocks, 
scaffolds,  beams,  and  steam-drills  of  a  year  ago,  we  now  find  a  well  graded  street,  containing 
a  well  ventilated  tunneL  Buildings  are  being  commenced,  and  lots  drained  along  Fourth 
avenue,  and  the  days  of  accidents  and  noisy  locomotives  are  past  till  the  rapidly  growing  city 
pushes  over  to  the  new  districts. 
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Contagious  and  other  Diseases. — During  the  winter  small-pox  has  raged  with  considerable 
violence.     It  seemed  to  spend  its  force  upon  the  district  between  Forty-third  and  Fifty-fourtt* 
streets,  Third  and  First  avenues.     The  cases  were  mostly  severe  and  fatal     Varioloid  ir^kj& 
exceptional     Butchers  on  the  east  side  and  their  families  made  First  avenue  and  the  vidnlC:  -^r 
a  focus  for  the  most  of  it.     Again,  in  Sixty-sixth  and  Sixty-third  streets  it  broke  out.    Tft^m^ 
establishment  of  the  hospital  under  this  Board  made  people  more  ready  to  go  than  they  oa.«ir^ 
were,  and   there  was  very  rarely  any  necessity  for  joint  reports.     Vaccination  did  gre:^».t 
good,  and  the  readiness  of  the  people  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of  the  vaccinators  w^a^ 
noticeable.     Other  diseases  have  been  exceptional,  leaving  out  diphtheria.     Thb  fatal  mala<c:^y 
prevailed  with  great  virulence,  and  it  was  the  subject  of  special  work.     I  have  inspected  t  X^^ 
street  cars  in  relation  to  cushioning  and  ventilation,  and  find  the  three  lines  in  my  district      ^ 
fair  condition.     No  reforms  have  been  made  in  ventilation,  but  many  of  them  have  appear ^^ 
with  wooden  seats. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  inspections  and  re-inspections,  with  complaints  thcrec::^^! 
during  the  year  and  a  half  endmg  December  31,  1875  : 

INSPECTIONS  AND    RB-INSPECTIONS.  COMPLAINT^^- 

Tenement-houses. .  .   6,327  743 

Slaughter-houses 1*232  7 

Private  dwellings 213  74 

Other  dwellmgs 75  5 

Stores 66  25 

Factories  and  workshops. 14  I 

Schools 3  I 

Public  buildings I 

Cellars  and  basements 12  4 

Yards  and  areas 471  150 

Street  pavements 46  46 

Lumber  yards 2  i 

Coal  yards 3  i 

Gasworks 4  i 

Breweries 8  3 

Privies 364  72 

Vacant  lots 144  5 

OfTaldocks 12 

Horse  marts 2 

Hotels I 

Gut  cleaners 5  5 

Lard  and  fat  melters 52  5 

Stables 55  29 

Manure  dumps 14  g 

Miscellaneous 2 


\ 


Total 9,128  1,188 
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REPORTS   UPON   CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 

"i  <z>la 374  I  Diphtheria. 59 

l.oloid 15  Cholera  (?) i 

>l-ioid 5  I                                                                      

^«lla 3  .                                                                        457 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALLAN  McLANE   HAMILTON,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
.    De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  work  performed  by  me  in  the  service  of 
^e  Sanitary  Bureau,  from  May  i,  1874,  to  January  i,  1876,  a  period  of  twenty  months. 

From  May  i,  1874,  ^^  February  i,  1875,  I  continued  to  have  sanitary  supervision  of  the 
cjwer  portion  of  the  Twenty-second  Ward,  of  which  district  I  wrote  in  my  last  annual  report. 

During  this  time  an  eminently  successful  attempt  was  made  to  improve  the  ventilation  ot 
the  street  cars  of  the  Eighth  avenue  line,  which  improvement  is  giving  great  satisfaction,  not 
only  to  the  traveling  public,  but  to  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  line,  who  have  been 
taught  that  fresh  air  without  a  direct  draft  is  conducive  to  health  and  comfort 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good,  though  diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  some 
localities,  chiefly  in  the  tenement -house  district ;  and  special  inspection  of  houses  wherein  the 
disease  occurred  was  made,  with  the  result  oftentimes  of  finding  an  untrapped  waste-pipe  or 
cellar  wet  from  faulty  drainage,  which  condition  was  remedied  as  speedily  as  possible. 

February  i,  1875,  I  was  transferred  to  the  district  bounded  by  West  Fifty-ninth  street, 
Sixth  avenue,  West  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  street,  and  North  river,  a  district  com- 
prising two  and  a  half  square  miles  of  territory,  with  much  of  it  in  a  state  of  transition  from 
:ountry  to  city  ;  deprived  in  many  places  of  the  natural  drainage  which  the  original  water- 
courses had  provided,  and  not  yet  supplied  with  sewers  to  compensate  therefor.  This  is  nota- 
t)Iy  the  case  at  Ninth  avenue  and  One  Hxmdredth  street,  where  both  streets  and  avenues  have 
)een  filled  in  without  the  construction  of  a  culvert  to  carry  off  the  large  quantity  of  water 
y-hich  collects  and  stagnates  above  these  "dams."  Much  has  been  done  to  remedy  such  evils 
s  these,  by  restoring  old  water-courses  to  usefulness,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done. 

Many  sewers  are  now  under  contract  or  in  process  of  construction,  which,  when  com- 
leted,  will  greatly  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district.  The  neighborhood  of  One 
lundred  and  Tenth  street,  between.  Tenth  avenue  and  the  Boulevard,  has  the  promise  of 
►eing  speedily  relieved  from  its  present  deplorable  condition  of  bad  drainage,  by  the  comple- 
ion  of  its  sewer  ;  after  which  time  sanitary  measures  can  be  enforced,  which  will  greatly 
»enefit  the  inhabitants  of  this  locality.  The  same  blessing  b  in  store  for  the  low  lands 
>etween  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues,  and  Ninety-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  First  streets. 

In  many  streets  sewers  have  been  for  some  time  completed,  yet  sometimes  the  owners 
ind  occupants  of  houses  in  these  streets  have  failed  to  connect  their  premises  with  them, 
)ut  have  allowed  their  refuse,  slops,  and  filth  to  be  discharged  into  the  street -gutter,  or  into 
:ess  pools,  which  are  filthy  in  the  extreme.  I  have  been  often  able  to  detect  the  location  of 
uch  cesspools  by  finding  a  portion  of  the  grass  on  the  lawn  dying  or  dead,  having  been  killed 
jy  the  deadly  gases  generated  by  decaying  animal  and  vegetable  matter  beneath  the  fair  surface. 
These  cesspools,  having  no  other  means  of  ventilation  than  through  the  waste-pipes  into 
citchen  and  sleeping  apartments,  were  a  source  of  great  danger. 


In  scores  of  cases  where  this  condition  was  found  to  exist,  complaints  were  forwarded,  and 
the  owners  compelled  to  make  proper  connection  with  the  sewer. 

Strenuous  and  somewhat  effective  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  sanitary  oooditioo 
of  the  shanty  population,  by  enforcing  orders  against  filthy  yards  and  out-houses,  bj  the 
cleaning  of  piggeries  and  removal  of  pigs,  thus  interfering  with  the  business  of  swill  gathenng 
and  its  subsequent  dumping  upon  vacant  lots. 

There  has  been  a  wonderful  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  malarial  diseases,  and  Am 
few  cases  that  have  occurred  have  shown  a  mildness  and  readiness  to   yield  to  approprtak.^^ 
remedies  quite  unknown  in   former  years.     That   this  change  is  largely  due  to  impror^^s^^ 
sanitary  conditions  cannot  be  doubted. 

Cases  of  small-pox  and  diphtheria  have  been  rare. 

The  public  institutions  in  the  district  are  in  admirable  sanitary  condition,  and  have 
entire  freedom  from  epidemic  diseases.     The  district  is  particularly  fortimate  in  the 
of  serious  nuisances.     The  •*  manure  dump"  at  the  foot  of  West  Sixty-second  street,  1 
remote  from  occupied  dwellings,  has  not  been  the  subject  of  complaint. 

The  numerous  vegetable  gardens  have  small  accumulations  of  manure  in  the  winter  s 
which,  being  moved  in  early  spring,  do  not  endanger  the  public  health. 

The  following  b  a  tabulated  statement  of  work  performed  by  me  during  the  past  t¥ 
months : 

INSPECTIONS   AND   RE- INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement  houses 4»867 

Private  dwellings 417 

Other  dwellings 3>296 

Public  buildings 38 

Stores  and  warehouses 30 

Factories  and  workshops 89 

Stables. . . . : 437 


Privies 

Vacant  lots 

Slaughter-houses. . 
Other  nuisances . . 
Piggeries 


Total II,; 


COMPLAINTS    FORWARDED. 


Tenement  houses 715 

Private  dwellings 123 

Other  dwellings 432 

Factories  and  workshops 17 

Stables. 128 


Privies 

Vacant  lots 

Other  nuisances. 


Total. 


RE-INSPECTION   AND    NEGATIVE   REPORTS   FORWARDED. 


Tenement  houses 411 

Private  dwellings 70 

Other  dwellings 287 

Factories  and  workshops. 18 

Stables. 168 


Privies 

Vacant  lots 

Other  nuisances. 


Total I, 


Number  of  visits  to  contagious  diseases 

Families  visited  for  purpose  of  vaccination 6 

Number  of  vaccinations  performed I 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


W.   A.   EWING,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector^ 


R.  W.  De  F.  Day, 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 
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New  York,  January  i,  1876. 


Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  services  performed  by  me  in 
capacity  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  from  May  i,  1874,  to  January  i,  1876. 
Krom  May  i,  1874,  until  February  i,  1875,  my  work  was  confined  to  the  Fourth  Ward, 
sequently  my  district  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  Sixth,  Seventh,  Tenth,  Thir- 
t:  li.  Fourteenth,  and  portions  of  the  Eleventh  and  Seventeenth  Wards.  The  Sixth  and 
irteenth  Wards  were  afterwards  placed  under  the  supervision  of  Inspector  Tracy,  leaving 
.^^rith  the  district  which  I  now  hold,  the  boundaries  of  which  are  as  follows : 
II>n  the  north  by  East  Houston  street,  on  the  south  by  Fulton  street,  on  the  west  by  Broad- 
»  Park  row,  Chatham  street,  and  the  Bowery,  on  the  east  by  the  East  river.  This  district 
ime  of  the  most  thickly  populated  in  the  city,  and  presents  a  fine   field  for  sanitary 

^Tenement  Houses, — The  inspection  of  this  class  of  houses  has  been  systematically  carried 

and  in  addition  to  general  cleanliness,  as  regards  yards,  cellars,  and  interiors,  I  have 

savored   to  improve  the  sanitary  condition   of  all  such  houses  as  are  connected  with 

street  sewers,  by  the  introduction  of  traps  in  the  waste-pipes  underneath  each  sink, 

by  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  main  waste-pipe.     The  benefit  of  the  latter  measure, 

L     its  practical  working,   have  impressed  me  most   favorably.     In  nearly  every   case   of 

iitheria  and  typhoid  fever  which  I  have  been  called   upon  to  investigate  in   tenement 

rses,  I  have  remarked  the  absence  of  traps  in  the  waste-pipes  of  the  sinks,  and  the  proper 

i  tilation  of  the  soil  pipes. 

Cellars  and  Basements.  — There  are  about  400  cellars  and  basements  in  my  district  which 
■?'«  been  formerly  occupied  as  places  of  sleeping  and  lodging,  and  which  have  been  heretofore 
i.demned  by  the  Board  of  Health  as  unfit  for  such  purposes.  In  all  of  these  cases  I  have 
-ceeded  in  enforcing  the  law,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  and  I  find  popular  sentiment 
CDngly  with  the  Board  as  regards  this  action. 

Public  Buildings, — During  the  year  I  have  inspected  six  public  buildings,  notable  among 
tich  was  the  structure  occupied  by  American  Tract  Society  in  Nassau  street,  and  the  Sailors* 
ome  in  Cherry  street,  in  which  valuable  hygienic  improvements  as  to  drainage  and  ventila- 
^n  were  introduced  upon- orders  made  by  the  Board. 

Stares  and  Warehouses,  Factories  and  Workshops, — Most  of  these  have  been  visited 
»n  complamts  made  by  persons  employed  or  doing  business  in  such  places,  and  the  nuisances 
»mplained  of  have  for  the  most  part  consisted  of  defective  sewerage  and  plumbing. 

Markets  and  Market-places,  — I  have  frequently  inspected  the  markets  in  my  district,  all 
f  which  arc  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition,  with  the  exception  of  Fulton  Market,  the  drainage 
f  which  I  have  always  found  to  be  very  imperfect ;  for  instance,  on  one  occasion  I  observed 
lat  all  the  drainage  from  the  living  rooms  on  the  second  story  of  one  portion  of  this  structure 
as  discharged  through  a  tin  pipe  into  an  open  <irain  close  to  a  vegetable  stall,  giving  rise  to 
very  offensive  odor.  We  can  only  look  forward  to  the  time  when  a  new  edifice,  constructed 
I  better  sanitary  principles,  shall  take  the  place  of  the  present  unsightly  and  filthy  collection 
'  the  wooden  buildings,  now  constituting  Fulton  Market. 
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Stables, — There  are  a  large  number  of  stables  in  the  district  occupied  by  horses  and  covs. 
In  many  cases  I  have  endeavored  to  improve  their  condition  by  proper  sewer  connection, 
thorough  cementing  of  the  surface  of  the  earth  underneath  the  floors,  and  the  constmction  of 
proper  manure  vaults,  with  tight  fitting  covers.  In  other  instances,  especially  where  cows 
were  kept  in  large  numbers,  and  the  premises  were  in  a  very  filthy  and  ofTeasive  conditioo  I 
have  recommended  their  permanent  vacation  on  general  sanitary  principles,  being  conviaoed 
that  the  quality  of  milk  produced  by  cows  crowded  together  in  filthy  stables,  with  insufficient 
ventilation,  and  fed  mostly  on  brewery  mash,  must  be  unwholesome  to  consumers. 

Streets^  Street  Gutters  and  Sidewalks, — I  have  found  frequent  cause  of  complaint  in 
regard  to  the  sunken,  broken,  and  poorly  graded  condition  of  streets,  street  gutters,  and  side- 
walks, inviting  the  accimiulation  of  filth  and  stagnant  water,  besides  endangering  the  lives  and 
limbs  of  pedestrians  and  persons  riding  in  vehicles. 

Privies. — In  all  cases  where  privy  vaults  were  located  within  twenty  feet  of  living-rooms 
of  dwelling  houses,  and  in  inclosed  spaces,  preventing  the  proper  diffusion  of  oflfensive  odon 
and  gases,  I  have  recommended  the  construction  of  proper  ventilating  shafts,  and  increased 
experience  has  but  confirmed  my  conviction  as  to  their  utility. 

Contagious  Diseases. — During  the  winter  of  1874  and  1875  I  investigated  a  large  number 
of  cases  of  small-pox,  which  was  confined  mostly  to  the  Tenth,  Thirteenth,  Eleventh,  and 
Seventeenth  Wards. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  performed  by  me  from  May  i,  1874,  to  January  i» 
1876: 

INSPECTIONS   AND    RE-INSPECTIONS. 

Tenement  houses 6,400  ,  Markets  and  market  places 

Private  dwellings 19  !  Stables. >^ 

Other  dwellings 267  Streets,  street  gutters,  and  sidewalks.  ^^ 

Cellars  and  basements 359  ,  Privies ^^^ 

Public  buildings 12      Sunken  and  vacant  lots 

Stores  and  warehouses 120  i  Piers  and  bulkheads 

Factories  and  workshops. 49                                                                    --^ 

Fat  rendering  establishments 2               Total S,^^  - 

The  following  complaints  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  : 

Tenement  houses 701  i  Streets,  sidewalks,  and  street  gutters  3^ 

Private  dwellings 5  Stables. J7 

Other  dwellings. 103  1  Market  and  market  place I 

Cellars 51  |  Pier  and  bulkhead I 

Public  buildings 4  j  Vacant  lots 5 


Stores  and  warehouses 33 

Factories  and  workshops. 16 

Privies 274 


Special  reports 5 

Violations  of  Sanitary  Code 2 

Total 1,582 


The  following  contagious  diseases  have  been  visited  : 


Small-pox 20I 

Varioloid 66 

Varicella 4 

Diphtheria, 26 

Scariet  fever i 


Typhoid  fever 16 

Relapsing  fever i 

Supposed  and  absconded  cases  small- 
pox   10 


i 


Total 325 

Respectfully, 

C.  E.  LOCKWOOD,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
Dr.  Walter  De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  labors  as  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  nine  months  extending  from  May  i,  1874,  to  February  i,  1875,  at 
which  time  I  was  relieved  from  duty ;  and  also  from  May  i,  1875,  the  date  of  my  re-appoint- 
ment to  service  in  the  Health  Department,  to  January  i,  1876. 

For  the  period  first  named  my  duties  were  confined  to  the  Seventeenth  Ward  of  the  city. 
During  the  latter  period  I  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Fourth  and  Seventh  Wards.     With 
reference  to  the  former  district  I  may  mention  that  many  desirable  changes  were  effected 
daring  the  time  of  my  service  therein,  consisting  most  noticeably  in  repairs  to  street  pave- 
ments and  in  the  substitution  of  new  tenement  houses  for  those  which  had  become  dilapidated 
aiid  unfit  for  human  habitation.     Several  alterations  of  this  kind  are  now  in  progress.     The 
plan  of  construction  observed  in  these  new  buildings  testifies  to  a  more  thorough  appreciation 
aniong  owners  of  property  and  builders  than  has  formerly  prevailed  of  their  sanitary  require- 
n^ents,  the  most  approved  means  being  secured  for  obtaining  light,  ventilation,  and  drainage. 
-^■^    vegard  to  the  street  pavement  repairs,  I  may  add  that  while  the  aspect  of  certain  streets 
'***-^  been  greatly  improved  by  the  grading  of  the  ground  and  relaying  of  the  cobble-stones, 
*^^l^ers  for  want  of  similar  repairs  are  never  thoroughly  cleaned,  and  present  ofttimes  a  deplora- 
■^^y  filthy  condition.     The  streets  of  the  latter  description  are  located  in  the  eastern  and  south- 
^*"^x  portions  of  the  ward.     As  affecting  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  section,  there  are  several 
*^^-c::ts  to  be  mentioned  and  to  which  must  be  attributed  whatever  immunity  from  disease  its 
.^^^Viabitants  may  enjoy,     lliey  relate  in  the  first  place  to  the  drainage  of  the  district,  which, 
^^^th  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  its  area,  is  very  good  ;  secondly,  to  the  small  number 
^^^   cellar  habitations ;  thirdly,  to  the  generally  respectable  character  of  the  tenement  houses ; 
^*xd  lastly  to  the  cleanliness  and  frugality  which,  to  a  large  extent,  characterize  the  popula- 
^^on.     The  Fourth  and  Seventh  Wards,  on  the  other  hand,  present  throughout  a  large  part 
^^r  their  areas  a  lamentable  absence  of  these  favorable  conditions. 

«  «  «  «  «  « 

House  Drainage^  etc. — My  sanitary  labors,  of  which  the  appended  tabulated  record 
sbows  the  character  and  distribution,  have  been  devoted  largely  to  tenement  dwellings,  and 
especially  to  those  localities  where  a  strict  supervision  over  the  inhabitants  is  required.  Most 
of  the  complaints  made  against  these  dwellings  have  related  to  defective  house  drainage ; 
which,  in  the  older  buildings,  is  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  and  discomfort  to  tenants. 
It  may  be  a  sewer-connection  too  small, causing  frequent  obstructions,  or  a  leaky  waste-pipe ;  but 
more  commonly  the  evil  is  due  to  the  absence  of  stench- traps  in  these  pipes,  and  of  means  for 
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their  ventilation.  In  every  oise  where  these  Latter  defects  have  been  found,  a  corofJamt  iit 
been  forwaixied,  with  the  recommendation  that  a  suitable  trap  be  placed  lieni^Lh  each  sA 
or  basin  witbiu  the  premises,  and  that  the  pij^,  if  it  enter  a  dwelling  apart ment^  W  a< 
tended  to  a  height  of  two  feet  above  the  roof  of  the  bousc^  opening  at  its  free  ©ttramni 
the  protection  thus  afforded  against  sewer-gases  is  usjuaby  complete. 

Many  in  (Stances  of  the  deleteriotiii  effects  to  health,  from  these  gase%  Tiave  come  iD&f 
my  notice,  and  it  has  been  observed  especially  among  tbe  chihiren  of  our  tKicmecit  h»«t 
papulation.  The  ^urce  of  the  trouble  is  not  usually  appreciated  by  tenants;  wlifle  or  tk 
other  hand,  they  augment  its  tlangers  by  the  inconsiderate  closure  of  windofws  ajii  noj 
other  aperture  by  which  foul  air  might  escape  from  or  fresh  air  enter  their  rooms. 

-  This  subject  is  a  very  grave  one^  aflTecting  so  widely  the  class  referred  to,  and  it  sa^jfiea 
the  neceisity  for  an  ordinance  requiring  thai  all  soil  anil  waste  pipes  be  trapfiod  uaA  vtntSitit 
in  the  inaiiner  described ;  and,  further  than  this,  that  all  sinks  in  tenement  bot^^  ^^  'i^ 
Local e^l  in  anterooms  or  hallways  j  for,  however  effectual  the  above  precaution*  luiy  be,  >r 
the  purpose  required,  they  do  not  obviate  all  the  objections  which  may  be  m^  v*  ^^ 
presence  of  sinks  in  dwelling  apartments, 

I  am  happy  to  note  that  in  the  tenements  lately  constructed,  the  plan  of  pUdng  tht  ^ 
in  the  hallways  is  untfonnly  adopted. 

PrivUs. — Second  only  in  Importance  to  the  foregoing  subject  is  that  of  privies  of  mtpU' 
cles  for  human  excrement.  Many  improvements  in  the  condition  of  yard'\-auU»  have  lea 
maflej  whLcb  have  consisted  in  the  emptying,  cleaning,  disinfecting,  repairing,  or  vcntilJMt 
them,  as  the  case  may  have  called  for.  The  measure  in  use  for  the  last-named  pyrpoa,  a 
erecting  above  the  vault  a  metallic  shaft,  when,  by  reason  of  its  close  proximity  to  a  ilwdlin^ 
it  is  a  source  of  offense,  is  fully  justified  by  the  results,  For  its  elfecliveness,  howt^eft  it  ^ 
necessary  that  the  sections  of  pipe  be  well  jointed,  that  the  privy  house  to  the  vault  ^^ 
be  closely  adjusted,  and  that  the  openings  in  the  seats  of  the  privy  bouse  be  prcmdd  *i^ 
covers— conditions  not  always  secured.  A  shaft  descending  Into  the  vault  through  the  J«ti? 
houso,  at  a  central  point,  is  more  effectual,  I  have  found,  than  where  it  enters  at  tk  ik 
from  beneath  the  ground.  This  appliance  is,  at  the  best,  but  palliative,  and  b  far  ^ 
rendering  the  present  system  inofiensive.  Much  better,  in  my  estimation^  is  the  &clvf«f* 
sink,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  generally  take  the  place  of  the  vault  *lw^t 
from  the  irresponsible  character  of  the  tenants,  the  wafer <bset  would  be  impractioblt 
The  object iona  which  sometimes  exist  to  this  method  may  be  avoided  by  altcntbn  t* 
the  following  particulars :  the  sink  should  be  situated  in  a  yard  or  courtway ;  it  sbtntM  tfr 
eucasec^  in  masonry  and  placed  at  a  sufficient  depth  in  the  ground  to  prevent  feeea^" 
it  should  be  plugged  in  a  manner  that  will  allow  the  escape  of  water  when  it  has  ns* 
to  a  certain  height  in  the  trough,  and  should  be  provided  with  an  independent  Crcrti* 
supply  pipe  \  finally,  there  should  be  placed  in  its  discharge -pipe  a  suitable  trap,  with  a  ^" 
tilating  shaft  extending  therefrom  to  a  point  above  the  adjoining  dwelling.  This  trap  ma)  1* 
an  ordinary  siphon,  or  much  better,  made  of  brick  and  cement,  in  the  form  of  aman-ti^l^ 
and  sunnounted  by  an  adjustable  iron  cap,  into  which  is  received  the  lower  cxtrcniiy  of  thi 
ventilator.  This  man-hole  would  naturally  be  situated  near  the  rear  wall  of  the  dw«llfl>|i 
thereby  facilitating  the  erection  of  the  shaft,  while  into  it  could  be  conducted  tbednunip 
from  the  roof. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  once  again  that  for  the  ventilation  of  the  otxlinary  sewer-conM^W" 
vault,  a  similar  arrangement  to  the  above  would  be  valuable,  for  thereby  the  gases  enuuttti®! 
from  the  sewers,  which  occasion  mainly  the  oRensiveness  of  these  vaults,  would  be  caagtil  •* 
they  arise  in  the  man-hole  and  conducted  above  the  house  top. 
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C^ontagious  Diseases, — The  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which  prevailed  during  the  autumn  and 

1^-1  t^r  of  1874  and  1875,  fell  with  exceptional  severity  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Seventeenth 

-i^K-d,  as  reference  to  the  small-pox  chart  will  show.     Much  of  my  time  has  been  spent  in  the 

t:>^ction  of  these  cases  and  re-inspection  of  infected  localities.    Of  the  cases  visited  and  reported 

t«,  eight  or  ten  were  treated  at  their  homes,  the  remainder  were  transferred  to  the  hospital. 

^rience  has  fully  convinced  me  that  the  successful  isolation  of  small-pox  patients  in  tene- 

•M^%.  ^  houses  is  impracticable,  and  that  isolation  is  justifiable  only  when  removal  would  hazard 

J.  ife  of  the  patient.     It  is  equally  true  that  the  forcible  removal  of  these  persons  from  their 

-x-B.^^  attended,  as  it  necessarily  is,  with  much  mental  excitement  and  bodily  exhaustion,  must 

^m~  site  many  times  to  their  injury;  but  of  two  evils  it  is  the  least.    The  mortality  returns  show 

ct     scarlatina  and  diphtheria  have,  as  in  former  years,  prevailed  in  the  above-named  wards. 

t  "fce  latter  disease  I  have  visited  eighty  cases — cases  which  had  been  reported  to  the  Board 

<:^iphtheria— but  I  am  safe  in  stating  that  in  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  this  number  has 

5r      typical  character  of  this  disease  been  foimd.     It  has,  often  occurred  in  my  experience  that 

'M.^ire  true  diphtheria  has  existed,  there  has  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  same 

:  or  neighborhood  a  tendency  to  sore  throat  of  more  or  less  severity. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  RE-INSPECTIONS. 


'^iiement  houses. 5,482 

'rivate  houses 322 

>ther  dwellings 177 


'ub>lic  buildings. 
tables . . . 
ellars. . . . 

^^e-walks. 


6 

76 

202 

1,091 

264 


Wastes  and  drams 169 

Factories 22 

Fat  rendering 12 

Market  places 2 

Vacant  lots. 23 

Warehouses 21 

Yards  and  courtways 4 


Total. 


COMPLAINTS. 


^^^ernents 

^^^stte  houses 

'^^i.^walks 

^Uars 

^^er  dwellings ,, ,         i 

>ta.l>les 10 

^^  ^stes  and  drams 39 


688 

15 
164 

56 


Privies. 

Vacant  lots 

Street  [)avements. . 

Factories 

Yards 


7,873 


250 
6 

4 
3 

2 


Total 1,248 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES   VISITED. 


^aiiola 330 

Varoloid 144 

Varicella 6 

Scarlatina 7 


Diphtheria  . . . 

Rubeola 

Typhoid  fever  . 


85 
13 

2 


Total.. 587 


Vaccinations. 


«93 

Families  visited  while  vaccinating  and  re-inspecting  infected  houses. 2,707 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  ATWATER,  M.X)., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Walter  De  F. 


Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 


New  York,  Janoaiy  i,  1876. 


Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  mj 
district,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  inspections  and  other  work  performed  by  me  tberdn, 
from  April  i,  1874,  to  December  31,   1875.     For  a  portion  of  this  time  I  have  also  had 
charge  of  all  that  portion  of  the  city  north  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  street.    This 
district  embraces  all   the   Twenty-third  and  a  portion  of  the  Twelfth  and   Twenty-foorth 
Wards,   and  is  essentially  different  from  most  of  the  other  sanitary  divisions  of  the  dtj, 
because  it  is  still  subject  to  the  inconvencies  of  all  suburban  sections.  Within  the  space  oi,  com- 
paratively, a  few  years  the  recent  farm  lands  have  year  by  year  been  encroached  upon,  resi- 
dences, stores,  and  manufactories  have  been  built,   and  streets,   fine  avenues,   and  brotd 
boulevards  laid  out  and  constructed.    All  these  have  utterly  changed  the  aspect  of  thecoontiy, 
and  unfortunately  sanitary  regulations  have  not  preceded  these  various  improvements,  bat 
rather  have  followed  only  when  imperatively  demanded  by  the  voice  of  public  opinion.    Thb 
district  embraces,  so  far  as  Nature's  handiwork  is  concerned,  an  area  which  oug^t  to  be  the 
fairest  and  healthiest  portion  of  the  city,  and  which  has  every  advantage  of  an  easf  and 
efficient  natural  drainage.     But,   in  consequence  of  the  rapid  increase  of  population,  the 
temporary  nature  of  most  of  the  public  improvements  and  the  almost  utter  disregvd  of 
drainage  in  the  construction  of  streets  and  avenues,  the  sanitary  amelioration  of  the  district 
imperatively  requires  in  a  short  space  of  time  an  amount  of  labor  which,  in  other  sectioos, 
has  been  distributed  over  many  years.     It  Ls  now  evident  that  a  complete  system  of  drunac^ 
and  sewerage  should  have  preceded  this  influx  of  population,  instead  of  having  been  neglected 
until  it  is  impossible  to  relieve  the  many  existing  disadvantages  with  sufficient  promptitude* 
The  Twenty-third  Ward,  embracing  what  was  known  as  the  town  of  Morrisania,  and  havi^ 
been  for  so  short  a  time  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  New  York,  can  hardly  be  cxpe^** 
to  exhibit  so  fair  a  record,  especially  in  the  matter  of  public  improvements,  as  the  older     ^'^ 
better  regulated  wards  of  the  city.    During  the  past  year  a  decided  improvement  has  been  i^>^ 
in  certain  localities  by  the  filling  in  of  various  sunken  lots  and  the  drainage  of  otherSi         ^^ 
decided  progress  has,  however,  been  made  to  secure  what  is  most  needed,  the  proper  drai^^*^ 
and  sewerage  of  this  district.     I  am  most  happy  to  be  able  to  state  thai  certain  initis^ 
stei>s  have  been  taken  by  the  Dep>artment  of  Public  Parks,  having  this  matter  in  charge, 
the  construction  of  a  grand  outlet  in  Brook  avenue,  from  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth 
southerly  to  the  Harlem  river,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  during  the  coming  year  this 
important  work  will  have  been  commenced,  thus  relieving  this  section  of  its  greatest  incal 
Mill  brook.     Hiis  stream  is  a  natural  watercourse,  and  receives  the  surplus  smfftce 
from  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth  Wards.     Two 
however,  made  to  discharge  into  it,  one  from  Third  avenue    near  One  Hmidred  and 
ninth  street,  the  other  from  Third  and  Washington  avenues,  near  One  Hundred  and  Sb^ 
second  street.     It  also  receives  a  large  amount  of  sewerage  and  waste  water  from 
breweries,  and  from  manufactories  and  dwellings  near  its  banks.     So  that  in   the 
months,  when  its  volume  is  greatly  lessened,  the  water  of  the  stream  becomes  contamiiiali 
Accordingly  the  Board,  in  the  months  of  June,  1874  and  1875,  appropriated  a  sufficient 
for  the  cleaning  out  of  the  bed  of  the  brook,  and  the  disinfection   of  its  banks.     The 
was  done  in  the  sunmier  of  1874,  under  the  su()ervision  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  S. 
Goldschmidt,  and  in  1875  by  myself.     Special  reports  referring  thereto  were  duly  tranamiti 
to  the  Board  after  the  completion  of  the  work.    The  improvement  accomplished  thereby. 


/ 
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as  it  was  at  the  time,  proved  only  temporary  in  its  character.  The  inhabitants  of  this  section 
look  anxioasly  forward  to  the  construction  of  the  sewer  that  will  relieve  them  of  their  present 
difficulties.  The  great  expense  of  this  long-needed  improvement  has  perhaps  heretofore  been 
one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  its  construction,  but  even  that  should  not  be  worthy  of  consider- 
ation, in  view  of  the  great  benefit  that  would  accrue  upon  its  completion.  For  then  lateral 
and  intersecting  drains  and  sewers  can  be  readily  constructed  to  relieve  the  adjacent 
localities  of  their  present  malarious  influences.  North  of  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth 
street  the  sewer  should  be  continued  at  least  to  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  Twenty- third 
Ward,  at  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth  street.  In  the  Twenty -fourth  Ward  the  bed  of  Mill 
brook  should  be  deepened  and  straightened,  and  its  sides  walled  up,  as  far  as  the  Southern 
boulevard.  These  lateral  drains  could  be  readily  constructed  to  relieve  large  areas  of 
their  present  soil  saturation,  and  probably  meet  the  requirements  of  that  section  for  many 
years  to  come.  Various  other  sections  of  this  district  would  also  be  greatly  benefited  by 
proper  s}'stems  of  underground  drains.  These  have  been  the  subject  of  several  reports  by  me 
to  the  Board,  and  I  confidently  hope  that  such  legislative  action  will  be  secured  that  these 
important  works  will  be  soon  commenced. 

The  tenement  houses  of  the  district  are  comparatively  few  in  number,  and  accommodate 
from  four  to  six  or  eight  families.    In  these  buildings  much  good  has  been  accomplished  in 
securing  proper  ventilation,  provision  for  which,  in  their  construction,  had  been  sadly  neglected^ 
In  the  general  absence  of  sewers,  and  in  the  great  prevalence  of  unpaved  streets,  it  has  been 
quite  impossible  to  keep  the  surroundings  in  as  good  sanitary  condition  as  could  be  desired, 
for  it  is  mostly  from  necessity  that  waste  water  from  such  houses  is  made  to  discharge  or  ir 
thrown  into  the  street  gutter,  and  it  has  been  only  by  the  strict  surveillance  of  the  Inspector 
that  many  of  these  places  have  been  kept  in  a  passable  condition.     The  privies  attached  to 
these  buildings  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  situated  in  the  yard.     These,  and  those  attached 
to  private  and  other  dwellings,  have  been  ordered  cleaned  as  occasion  required.     It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  trouble  that  the  cesspools  attached  to  these  and  other  buildings  are  covered  over 
with  earth,  so  that  their  contents  cannot  be  easily  examined.    They  should,  in  all  cases,  be 
covered  with  a  flagstone  that  cotdd  be  readily  removed. 

The  accommodations  for  the  children  that  attend  the  public  schools  are  far  from  adequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  district.  Many  of  the  schools  are  overcrowded,  especially  in  the  primary 
c^lasses.  Some  of  the  buildings  are  not  in  anywise  adapted  for  such  purposes.  It  is  therefore 
^v-^ery  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Board  of  Education  contemplate  the  erection  of  one  or  more 
i^ew  edifices,  and  the  enlargement  of  others,  which  will,  in  a  great  measure,  afford  the  relief 
So  greatly  needed. 

Many  vacant  and  sunken  lots  have  been  drained  or  filled  during  the  past  year.  The  sani- 
^  ary  condition  of  certain  localities  has  thereby  been  greatly  improved,  and  many  long- 
^^ontinued  nuisances  abated.  Much,  however,  still  needs  to  be  done  in  this  respect.  The 
^iSifficulty  of  ascertaining  the  name  and  address  of  non-resident  owners  has  been  a  serious 
l^indrance  in  this  direction.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Board  should  have  greater  authority  to 
^K-«lieve  and  abate  nuisances  of  this  character,  and  that  the  expense  attendant  thereupon  should 
l=>e  a  lien  upon  the  property  thus  benefited,  prior  to  all  other  claims. 

During  the  time  to  which  this  report  refers  there  has  been  quite  a  number  of  cases  of 
^^PTuiola  and  varioloid  reported  in  my  district.     About  one-half  the  number  it  has  been  neces- 
^aary  to  remove  to  Riverside  Hospital.     In  addition  to  the  vaccinations  required  in  the  locali- 
ties where  such  diseases  occurred,  I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  tenement  houses  in  the  Twenty- 
^hird  Ward,  and  vaccinated  all  who  desired  it.     I  have  also  visited  all  the  public  schools  in  the 
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Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth  Wards  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinating  all  the  school  cfaildra 
whose  parents  would  consent  to  have  the  operation  performed.  As  the  result  of  these  pre- 
cautions it  has  been  rather  the  exception  that  a  second  case  of  the  disease  has  occurred  in  any 
locality. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections,  re-inspections,  and  other  work  performed 
by  me  since  my  last  report  : 

INSPECTIONS   AND   RE-INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement  houses 902 

Private  dwellings 2, 133 

Other  dwellings 125 

Cellars  and  basements 49 

Stables 322 

Privies 726 

Sunken  and  vacant  lots 462 


Streets  and  street-gutters. 106 

Public  drains 64 

Slaughtei^-houses 26 

Fat -melting  establishments 13 

Public  school  buildings 31 

Other  public  buildings 6 


Total 4,965 


COMPLAINTS. 

Tenement  houses 107      Privies. 94 

Private  dwellings 177   j  Public  school  building 1 

Streets  and  roads 12   :  Sunken  and  vacant  lots.   106 

Street-gutters  and  sidewalks 27   I  Special  reports 27 

Drains 18  — ^ 

Stables. 42  1             Total 509 

CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 

Variola. 51   •  Typhoid  fever 9 

Diphtheria 69  I  Varicella 5 

Primary  vaccinations 266 

Ke-vaccinations 2,246 


Total  vaccinations 2,512 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  COMFORT,  M.  D., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 


New  York,  May  i,  1875. 
Dr.  Walter  De  F.  Day, 

Sanitary  Superintendent,  etc: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  my 
district,  and  of  the  work  performed  by  me  therein  from  May  i,  1874,  to  January  31,  1875  • 
Since  my  last  report  I  have  made  a  *< house-to-house'*  inspection  of  the  entire  district 
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twice,  and  have  found  a  very  decided  improvement  in  its  sanitary  condition.  While  I  found 
cause  for  complaint  in  thirty  (30)  per  cent,  of  the  houses  at  my  first  visit,  in  the  last  the  com- 
plaints were  only  about  ten  ( 10)  per  cent.  These  complaints  embraced  all  the  nuisances 
usually  found  in  a  crowded  tenement  papulation,  in  part  the  fault  of  the  tenants,  such  as  dirty 
halb  and  rooms,  yards,  cellars  and  areas  filled  with  rubbish,  dirt,  and  garbage,  etc.,  and  others 
belonging  to  the  landlord,  as  leaky  roofs,  untrapped  and  unventilated  waste-pipes,  insufficient 
and  defective  sewerage,  etc.  As  a  rule  landlords  or  their  agents,  when  their  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  unhealthy  or  unsafe  condition  of  their  houses  by  the  Board,  have  been  quite 
ready  to  comply  with  its  orders  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  or  for  making  needed  repairs. 

Dealing,  however,  with  so  many  different  classes  of  persons  who  could  not  or  would  not 
see  the  utility  of  the  changes  and  improvements  recommended,  some  suits  have  been  unavoid- 
able, especially  (in  my  experience)  when  the  landlord  has  happened  to  be  a  woman.  Com- 
posed as  this  district  almost  wholly  is,  of  tenement  houses  of  the  poorer  sort,  and  crowded  as 
it  is  in  the  southern  part,  where  front  and  rear  houses  are  the  rule,  a  perfect  sanitary  condition 
can  never,  and  even  a  good  sanitary  condition  can  rarely,  be  attained.  Rear  houses,  in  them- 
selves a  nuisance,  give  rise  to  so  many  others,  that  a  law  to  prevent  the  building  of  them 
would  be  a  blessing  to  the  poorer  classes.  Built  solely  to  afford  the  greatest  number  of  rooms 
in  the  smallest  space,  no  attention  whatever  has  been  given  to  the  means  of  lighting  or  venti- 
lating them.  Many  of  the  rooms  on  the  lower  floors  are  never  visited  by  sunshine,  and  the 
halls  are  so  dark  that  at  midday  one  is  obliged  to  feel  his  way  through  them.  Of  this  dark- 
ness dirt  is  a  necessary  attendant.  Another  evil  connected  with  this  plan  of  building  is  the 
ever-present  privy  vault  situated  in  the  narrow  area  between  the  two  houses,  and  but  three  or 
four  feet  from  the  rooms  in  which  the  tenants  live,  eat,  and  in  many  cases,  sleep.  The  short, 
wooden  shaft,  extending  but  a  few  feet  above  the  roof  of  the  privy  building  for  a  ventilator, 
being  entirely  useless  for  that  purpose,  and  the  sewer  connection  being  often  obstructed,  they 
become  extremely  offensive  and  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  tenants.  Still  worse  are  those 
cases  where,  for  want  of  room  in  the  yard,  a  water-closet  or  school  sink  is  placed  in  the  cellar  ; 
these  and  the  cellar  floors  around  them  I  have  invariably  found  in  an  extremely  filthy  condition, 
due  partly  to  the  darkness  of  the  place,  and  partly  to  the  negligence  or  laziness  of  those  who 
use  them.  It  being  impracticable  to  remove  them,  I  have  had  them  frequently  cleaned,  but 
with  only  temporary  benefit.  When  the  vault  is  situated  in  the  yard,  I  have  recommended 
the  metallic  ventilating  shaft  in  many  cases,  with  the  result  of  greatly  improving  the  condition 
of  the  premises. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage, — There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  drainage  and  sewer- 
age of  the  houses  since  my  last  report.  At  my  first  visit  a  stench -trap  was  rarely  found  ;  the 
pipes  in  many  instances  were  leaky,  with  open  joints,  discharging  waste  water  into  an 
open  drain,  or  one  but  loosely  covered  with  bricks  or  boards  in  the  cellar,  from  which  pipes 
and  drains  sewer  gases  had  free  access  to  the  houses.  These  defects  have,  as  far  as  possible, 
been  remedied  by  providing  traps  directly  beneath  each  sink,  stopping  leaks  and  open  joints, 
substituting  an  earthen-pipe  sewer  for  the  drain,  and  ventilating  the  pipe  by  extending  it 
above  the  roof  of  the  building. 

Cellars  and  Basements, — I  have  found  very  few  cellars  used  as  sleeping  rooms,  and  these 
have  been  vacated  by  order  of  the  Board.  The  houses  on  the  river  side  of  the  district  being 
built  up)on  made  ground,  the  cellars  are  rendered  so  damp  by  tidal  waters  as  to  be  unfit  for  use, 
and  not  only  useless,  but  sources  of  disease,  the  houses  being  also  damp.     This  might,  to  a 
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certain  extent,  be  prevented  by  cementing  the  walls  and  bottom  of  the  cellar,  and  providing 
a  valve  in  the  sewer. 

Vardf  and  Areas, — The  small  spaces  usually  found  between  rear  houses  on  adjoining 
lots  have  been  the  cause  of  many  complaints  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  rubbish  and 
garbage  in  them.  These  have  been  cleaned,  and  a  recurrence  of  the  nuisance  prevented  by 
placing  a  wire-netting  before  the  windows  opening  thereon.  Many  of  the  yards  wot 
unpaved  and  ungraded,  and  used  as  dumping  grounds  by  the  tenants.  These,  in  most  cases, 
have  been  graded  and  paved,  and  connected  with  the  street  sewer. 

Fowls. — The  keeping  of  fowls  in  the  yards  and  cellars,  and,  in  many  instances,  in  the 
rooms,  is  a  nuisance  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  one  difficult  to  deal  with  ;  for,  though 
often  abated,  it  is  quickly  renewed.  The  usual  excuse  for  keeping  them  is,  "just  a  few  for 
the  holidays."  Judging  from  that,  I  imagine  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  have  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  holidays  every  year.  I  have  recommended  permits  only  when  thej 
were  kept  in  coops  in  the  yards  and  kept  clean. 

Sidewalks  and  Streets, — The  sidewalks  are  generally  in  a  good  condition.  The  flagging 
or  bricks  of  many  of  them  have  been  relaid,  the  curb-stones  reset,  and  the  gutter-stones  prop- 
erly graded,  so  as  to  offer  no  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  water.  The  streets  are  in  a  worse 
condition  than  last  year,  nothing  having  been  done  to  improve  them.  Those  paved  with 
cobble-stones  are  simply  disgracefuL  They  have  been  cleaned,  on  an  average,  about  once  in 
two  weeks ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the  surface,  and  the  infirmities  of  the  sweepers,  the 
work  is  done  in  a  very  superficial  manner,  and  a  day  or  two  suffices  to  render  them  as  bad 
as  ever.  A  sewer  has  been  provided  in  Lewis  street,  and  some  of  the  houses  connected  with 
it,  making  a  marked  improvement  in  their  sanitary  condition. 

Old  Rags  and  Bones, — There  are  several  places  in  the  district  where  quite  a  large  busi- 
ness is  done  in  cleaning  old  rags  and  bones  gathered  from  streets  and  ash  barrels.  This  has 
caused  a  good  deal  of  complaint  among  neighboring  tenants.  Though  in  most  of  these  places 
the  persons  engaged  in  the  business  use  every  care  to  conduct  it  in  a  cleanly  manner,  yet,  from 
the  nature  of  the  material,  it  gives  rise  to  the  most  disgusting  and  offensive  odors.  I  have 
made  complaints  of  several  of  these  places,  and  some  of  them  have  been  removed. 

Contagious  Diseases, — Small-pox  has  been  quite  prevalent  in  this  district  since  my  last 
report.  It  has  been  scattered  over  the  district,  not  more  than  one  or  two  cases  occurring  in 
the  same  house,  except  in  a  few  instances,  where  the  first  cases  were  concealed  until  revealed 
by  the  death  of  one  of  the  patients.  I  have  found  it  impracticable  to  isolate  the  patients, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  have  had  them  sent  to  the  hospital  Previous  to  the  appointment 
of  the  Vaccinating  Corps,  I  offered  vaccination  to  all  the  inmates  of  houses  having  this  disease ; 
but  few,  however,  availed  themselves  of  it. 

I  have  seen  but  few  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  &cts  of 
interest  relating  to  its  cause,  progress,  etc  I  found  it  in  houses  perfectly  clean,  rooms  large 
and  thoroughly  ventilated,  and  where  the  occupants  were  able  to  provide  everything  necessary 
to  comfort  and  health,  as  well  as  in  the  dark,  damp,  rear  tenements,  where  fresh,  pure  air 
is  never  breathed,  where  cleanliness  is  never  thought  of,  and  where  wholesome  food  is  seldom 
tasted. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  me  during  the  nine  months 
embraced  in  this  report : 


INSPECTIONS  AND   RE-INSPECTIONS. 


Tenement  houses 4*  136 

Other  dwellings. 829 

Other  buildings 24 

Privies 276 

Yards. , 205 

Cellars 148 

Stables. 23 


Streets. . . . 
Sidewalks . 
Leaders. . . 
Factories. . 
Sewer 


8 
88 

I 

23 
I 


Total 5,762 


COMPLAINTS. 

Tenement  houses. 635  ;  Factories. 

Other  dwellings 83  !  Stables. . . 

Other  buildings 2      Streets. . . 

Privies 147      Sidewalks 

Yards. 84 

Cellars 51 


2 
7 

«3 
15 


Total 1,039 


CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES    VISITED. 


Small-pox. . 
Diphtheria . 
•Measles... 


Total. 


Vaccinations 

Re- vaccinations. . 


87 
14 

2 

103 

16 
36 


Total 52 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUGENE  B.  SANBORN,  M.  D., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 


New  York,  May  1,  1875. 

Dr.  Walter  De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent ^  etc.  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  work  done  by  me  in  the  service  of 
the  Board  of  Health  from  May  i,  1874,  to  February  i,  1875,  at  which  date  my  connection 
with  the  Board  ceased.  My  work  has  been  performed  principally  in  that  portion  of  the  city 
known  as  the  Seventh  Ward,  and  bounded  by  Grand  street  on  the  north,  the  East  river  on 
the  east,  on  the  south  by  Catharine  street,  and  on  the  west  by  Division  street  : 


*  Reported  small-pox. 
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Pavetnent  of  Streets,  General  Cleanliness, — The  prevalence  of  the  old-fasbiooed  cob- 
ble-stone pavements  in  the  district  increases  greatly  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  streets  dein. 
But,  as  has  frequently  been  shown,  the  existence  of  a  cobble-stone  pavement  is  not  a  sujfUient 
excuse  for  a  dirty  street,  for  it  is  possible  to  keep  even  this  clean.  The  true  reasons  for  the 
existence  of  filthy  streets,  gutters,  and  sidewalks,  are  to  be  sought  for  rather  in  the  moral 
characteristics  of  the  people  than  elsewhere.  The  population  of  the  Seventh  Ward  includes  i 
large  number  whose  regard  for  cleanlmess  and  general  sanitary  decency  is  at  the  vamsbiDg 
point.  These  people,  who  are  often  far  from  belonging  to  the  criminal  class,  Seem  to  havCDOt 
the  faintest  appreciation  of  the  desirability  of  physical  purity  and  sanitary  wholesomeness,  so 
that  no  spur  is  too  sharp  to  stimulate  them  to  the  most  general  observance  of  sanitary  pro- 
priety. Were  it  not  out  of  place  to  do  so,  one  would  feel  inclined  to  designate  by  race,  as  be 
easily  might,  the  people  who  are  most  censurable  in  this  r&spect. 

Privies  and  Water-closets. — Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  is  more  needed  in  this  district  than 
the  general  adoption  of  some  improved  form  of  privy. 

The  present  sewer-connected  privy  in  general  use  is  ingeniously  bad.  Privy  gas  and  sewer 
gas  are  conducted  into  the  yards  and  discharged  in  close  proximity  oftentimes  to  the  windows 
of  dwelling  and  sleeping  rooms,  and  the  present  system  of  privy  ventilation  is,  in  my  opinion, 
powerless  to  prevent  this  poisoning  of  the  atmosphere  of  dwellings. 

Changes.  New  Buildings, — During  the  jperiod  of  my  service  many  so-called  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  on  and  completed  in  this  district.  Lots  formerly  vacant  have  been 
built  upon,  and  many  dilapidated  old  structures,  once  used  as  tenement  and  dwelling  houses, 
have  been  destroyed,  and  in  their  place  seemingly  fair  buildings  have  been  erected.  But  to  my 
thinking  these  buildings  do  not  often  constitute  improvements. 

The  pretentious  high  stoop  brown-stone  front  tenement  house  may  be  fair  to  the  eye,  but  in 
reality  it  is  full  of  all  unsoundness.  The  public  health  gains  nothing  by  the  erection  of  such 
buildings. 

During  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  last  autumn  and  winter,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Board,  I  devoted  considerable  time  to  investigating  the  fatal  cases  of  this 
disease  that  were  reported  to  the  Board. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  by  me 
during  the  period  embraced  by  this  report : 

INSPECTIONS   AND  RE-INSPKCTIONS. 


Tenement  houses 1*254 

Other  buildings 1,001 

Dumps  and  piers 5 

Private  dwellings 69 

Streets,  gutters,  and  sidewalks. loi 

Stores  and  warehouses 48 

Fat-rendering  establishments 6 

Stables. 80 

Sunken  and  vacant  lots. 4 


Privies  and  water-closets 121 

Waste-pipes  and  drains 14 

Ash  and  garbage  boxes 97 

Yards  and  areas 24 

Markets  and  market-places. 5 

Factories  and  workshops. 67 

Cellars  and  basements 85 


Total 2,981 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHANIEL  B.  EMERSON,  M.  D., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspgctor, 


Walter  De  F.  Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  labor  performed  by  me  in  the 
Health  Department  from  May,  1874,  to  the  end  of  January,  1875. 

My  district  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Rivington  street,  on  the  south  by  Division  and 
Grand  streets,  on  the  east  by  the  East  river,  on  the  west  by  the  Bowery,  and  is  occupied 
chiefly  by  tenement  houses,  though  there  are  quite  a  number  of  private  dwellings,  and  of 
small  two  and  three  story  houses,  containing  two  or  three  £pimilies. 

The  tenement  dwellings  are  of  the  better  class,  and  are  inhabited  by  a  population  repre- 
senting the  various  nationalities,  in  which  the  German  predominate.  The  general  condition 
of  these  dwellings  is  very  good.  Some  exceptions  are  to  be  met  with  in  Forsyth,  Ludlow, 
Essex,  and  Hester  streets,  where  there  is  more  crowding,  and  where  the  population  is 
careless  and  of  filthy  habits.  Quite  a  number  of  the  dwellings  here  are  without  house- 
keepers, and  as  they  are  occupied  by  ignorant  tenants,  their  condition  has  been  sometimes 
deplorable.  Many  complaints  were  made  against  such  dwellings,  and  it  was  really  gratifying 
to  see  with  what  readiness  most  of  the  orders  of  the  Board  were  complied  with. 

In  nearly  all  classes  of  tenement  dwellings,  my  attention  was  frequently  called  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  privy  vaults  or  water-closets.  As  ^t  present  constructed,  having  sewer  connec- 
tions and  a  proper  flushing  apparatus,  they  are  still  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  are  almost 
always  offensive.  A  vault  in  the  yard,  projperly  ventilated,  and  without  sewer  connections^ 
seems  to  me  the  best  substitute  for  the  privy  vault  now  in  existence.  It  would  not  be  open 
"to  the  objections  frequently  urged  against  the  latter,  namely,  frequent  obstruction  of  sewer- 
f  ipe  and  disarrangement  of  the  flushing  apparatus.  If  of  sufficient  capacity,  it  would  not 
■"cquire  to  be  emptied  oftener  than  twice  every  year,  and  when  properly  disinfected,  from 
t:  ime  to  time,  it  would  never  be  offensive. 

The  private  dwellings  I  found  in  good  condition,  being  occupied  by  people  in  fair  circum- 
stances, and  who  took  pride  in  keeping  their  premises  dean  and  orderly. 

Many  cellars  and  bcuements  were  visited  and  closely  inspected.  I  found  eighty  or  ninety 
i.ixi.ijKihabitable,  and  orders  for  vacation  were  issued  against  them.  All  were  vacated, 
^^ritli  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  in  these  such  changes  and  alterations  were  made  as  rendered 
th^m  inhabitable. 

Other  dwellings  are  to  be  seen  along  north  side  Division,  north  side  Grand   within  a  few 

t»lc3<ks  of  the  ferry,  and  a  few  of  the  streets  running  near  and  parallel  to  East  river.    They  arc 

^*o  thing  but  tumble-down  structures,  made  of  wood,  one  or  two  stories  in  height,  and  always 

p>ar^»ent  a  filthy  appearance.     They  are  inhabited  by  the  poorest  classes,  and  are  always  a 

^***>ject  of  complaint,  but  now  they  are  fast  disappearing  and  giving  place  to  good  tenement 

d-wrcUings. 

The  streets  in  this  district  have  been  kept  in  a  comparatively  clean  condition  ;  even  those 
P'^'^ed  with  cobble-stones  presented  a  fair  appearance. 

T\ie  factories  and  workshops  yiext  closely  inspected;  and,   under  existing  circumstances, 
*^«ir  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Stables  owned  by  private  parties  were  generally  clean  and  orderly,  but  those  controlled 
"y  joint  ownership  were  usually  filthy. 
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A  ^cw  f4kU yar^y  to  which  I  have  freqtienlly  edited  attention,  are  still  a  source  of  ^s- 
pkint  from  those  compelled  to  inhale  their  dust.  The  only  remedy  for  such  a  niiis^ctii  I 
properly  constructed  roof,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the' coal  dust^ 

Smai//<jx  a  fid  diphtheria  have  prevailed  to  au  alarming  extent  in  my  district,  and  toi 
evenly  distributed  through  it.  Of  the  former  di^iea-ne  only  two  were  isolated^  wlak  lit 
renuuEider  were  removed  lo  hospital. 

The  latter  disea-se  occurra)  in  places  where  some  gro**. sanitary  defect  was  Apparent,  fltte 
in  the  obstruction  of  soil-pipe,  the  filthinesik  of  cellar  and  yard,  or  improper  drainage. 

The  disease  caiiie  on  with  fearful  maJigiiity,  and  death  came  on  generalJy  at  the  end  ol 
the  <iixth  or  seventh  day. 

The  following  v^  a  tahulited  statement  of  inspections  and  re -inspections  i 

INSPECTIONS   A54D    ttE-INSFECTIONS. 

Factories . .  . , , , , .  *, , ,  * 


Tfifiement  dwellings^ . , , . . . .  3,sot 

FnvRte  dwellings. lyz 

Other  dwdlings.,  ......>,, 122 

Stores  and  warehouses^ . .  * ,  164 

Public  buildings, , , » , . ,  31 

Privies. ,.,,,... ,,,...  68 

Coal  yardsy . . , . , , . ,  tS 

Stables. , . .  64 


...,,,,.  4, ,,  * ,  -  23 

Dyeing  estabUshmcnts  .,.*.*.,,*»,..  4 

Work  siiops ,..*.*.*.......,,  21 

Cellars  and  bascmenls. ».,,,_,,.....  91 

Sunken  and  vacant  lots, ...........  >: 

Culverts. . , , . , *,,.,..,,..  ^ 

Street.^  and  alley- ways. .,.,.,,......  25 

Total. .,,.--  +o^i 


Complaints , , .......,.,.,,,,._.,.,,,...,      744 


Diphtheria, , , . ^i 

Total.... ip 

Vaccinations. ....  * .......* ..*.,....,*... , , , —       ^ 


Small-pox.. .,..,..-....,.....,,....       60 
Scarlet  fever,  .,........,.,.,».,....         I 


Respectfully  biibmitted^ 

ALEXANDER  STRONG,  M,  D., 

Assistant  Smniiary  ImpicUw. 


New  York,  May  1,  iSjj- 
Djc  Walter  De  F.   Day,  Saaiiary  Super iaUndent : 

StR — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  containing  the  resuits  of  labof  iti 
my  sanitary  district  for  the  time  included  between  July  t,  1S74,  and  February  I,  lll^^ 
period  of  six  months  : 

This  district  is  boundeil  north  by  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street,  south  by  Fifty-iwflth 
street,  ea.^t  by  Sixth  avenne,  and  west  by  the  North  river,  comprising  part  of  the  Twtiftk 
and  Twenty -second  Wards, 

The  general  facts  with  reference  to  topography,  drainage,  sewerage,  etc,  have  been  » 
fully  dilated  ui>on  in  previous  reports,  that  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeal  them. 

The  general  condition  of  the  tenement  houjaea  is  good,  and  they  were  kept  in  a  fair  state  of 
cleanliness. 

There  are  a  great  many  shanties  in  this  district,  but  they  are  in  better  sanitary  conditiom  j 
now  than  formerly,  when  pigs,  cows,  chickens,  etc.,  were  allowed  to  be  kept  on  the  premisci^ 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  duties  performed  by  me  for  the  time  stated  i 

INSPECTIONS   AND  RE-INSPECTIONS. 


enement  houses. 836 

ther  dwellings  (shanties). if 714 

rivate  dwellings 157 

ables 230 


Vacant  lots 119 

Breweries 9 

Factories 15 

Total 3,080 


COMPLAINTS   FORWARDED  TO  THE  BOARD   FOR   ACTION. 


cement  houses 64 

ther  dwellings 67 

ivate  dwellings 20 


Stables 9 

Vacant  lot^ 5 

Total 165 


CASES   OF  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES   VISITED   AND  REPORTED. 

aall-pox 17 

iphtheria 12 

Total 29 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  R.  HEALEY,  M.D., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 


New  York,  February  i,  1875. 
:.    Walter  De  F.  Day,  Sanitary  Superintendent: 

Sir — I  would  herewith  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the  work  performed  by  me  in  the 
itary  district  bounded  by  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  street  on  the  north,  Harlem 
M-  on  the  east,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street  on  the  south,  and  Hudson  river  on  the 
it:,  from  the  ist  of  May,  1874,  until  the  ist  of  February,  1875  • 

VIPLAINTS.  INSPECTIONS. 

106            Tenements 2,627 

103             Private  dwellings 310 

26            Vacant  lots 68 

19            Other  dwellings 447 

16            Stables 51 

6  Sidewalks 89 

Shanties 11 

Work  shops i 

2  Yards. i 

Fat  rendering S 

7  Stores ' 18 

21             Privies 17 

I             Dumping  grounds I 

3  Factories 2 

Other  nuisances 4 

3  Cellars  and  basements 

3  Streets 

I  Churches 

377  3.652 


234 

Houses  visited  on  vaccinating  duty 74 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

Small-pox : 150 

Diphtheria 20 

170 

Vaccinated 30 

Re- vaccinated 42 

Reports 4 

GEO.   B.  FOWLER,  M.  D., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

REPORT  OF   H.   ENDEMANN,    PH.  D.,   IN  CHARGE  OF 
DISINFECTING  CORPS. 

New  York,  January  i,  1876. 
Walter  Dk  F.  Day,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Superintendent: 

Sir — The  work  which  has  been  performed  by  the  Disinfecting  Corps  daring  the  past 
twenty  months,  may  be  classed  as  follows  : 

1.  Disinfection  of  houses  infected  with  contagious  diseases. 

2.  Disinfection  of  streets  and  street  gutters. 

3.  Disinfection  of  privies,  yards  and  cellars. 

4.  Distribution  of  **  Vaccination  Notices.*' 

5.  Special  disinfections  of  premises,  vacant  lots,  stagnant  waters,  and  larger  areas  of 
ground. 

While  the  work  under  the  first  head  extended  over  the  whole  period,  the  work  under  the 
second  to  fifth  heads  inclusive  was  mainly  confined  to  the  summer  months. 

I.  Disinfection  of  Houses  Infected  with  Contagious  Diseases. — In  this  branch  of  practi- 
cal hygiene  improvements  were  hardly  called  for,  since  the  uniformly  favorable  results 
obtamed  by  our  practical   method  pf  disinfection  insured  perfect  safety. 

Some  theoretical  examinations,  however,  suggested  to  me  the  necessity  of  using,  for  the 
disinfection  of  clothing,  a  stronger  solution  of  carbolic  acid  than  we  had  hitherto  employed. 
The  amount  of  carbolic  acid  used  for  this  purpose  has,  consequently,  been  doubled. 

The  disinfection  of  privies  in  infected  houses  was  discontinued,  and  performed  only  in 
exceptional  cases,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  wagons  formerly  used  for  carrying  disinfectants 
were  required  for  the  removal  of  small-pox  patients  to  the  hospital.  The  disinfection  was 
confined  therefore  mainly  to  the  infected  rooms  and  their  surroundings. 

To  increase  our  means  for  taking  patients  to  the  hospital,  a  coup^  was  added  to  the 
ambulances  already  in  use  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  gives  the  work  performed  by  the  Disinfecting  Corps  in 
houses  infected  by  contagious  diseases,  from  May  i,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875  : 
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"The  above  tabulated  statement  shows  that  5,436  (3680  +  1756)  premises  mfected  with 
^agious  diseases  were  disinfected,  while  6,411  orders  to  disinfect  were  given. 
*rhis  apparent  discrepancy  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  many  cases  the  inmates  had  used 
^ifectants  already;  in  other  cases,  however,  they  absolutely  refused  the  application  of 
Kifectants,  and  in  others,  again,  the  addresses  of  the  sick  were  erroneously  reported. 
To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Disinfecting  Corps,  its  members  were  required  to  perform 
Int  duty  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  cases,  which  required  immediate  attention,  and 
ich  were  reported  after  office  hours. 

2,  Disinfection  of  Streets  and  Street  Gutters. — During  the  year  1874  the  disinfection  of 
eet  gutters  was  commenced  on  June  i,  and  was  limited,  until  June  15,  to  the  disinfection  of 
eets  and  gutters  in  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  Wards.  The  general  disinfection  was  commenced 
■le  15,  and  was  performed  in  all  the  streets  requiring  it  situated  below  Fifty-ninth  street. 
le  down  town  depot  was  located,  during  the  month  of  June,  at  the  northeast  comer  of 
*n  and  Centre  streets,  and  from  July  i  to  the  end  of  the  season  at  146  Hester  street. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  STREET  GUTTERS,   MAY  22  TO  AUGUST  4,    1875. 


Wkbk  Ending— 
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404  44 
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3.  DisinftctioH  of  Privies^  Yards  and  Cellars, — The  disinfectants  which  were  used  for 
this  kind  of  work  were  zinc  iron  liquor,  dead  oil,  and,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season 
of  1874,  some  carbolic  acid. 

The  work  was,  in  1874,  commenced  June  18,  with  one  truck,  but  it  was  greatly  extended 
^  the  discontinuance  of  some  of  the  street -work,  and  by  applying  the  apparatus  thus  released, 
^or  the  same  purpose,  from  September  i  to  September  3a  The  building  of  a  new  three  hun- 
dred-gallon tank  truck,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1874,  allowed  us  to  commence  this  work  during 
tlie  summer  of  1875,  ^^  ^'^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^"^^  extensive  scale,  as  we  had  been  enabled  to  conduct 
^t  during  September,  1874,  without  curtailing  our  work  on  the  streets. 

Nearly  all  the  privy  vaults  connected  with  the  street  sewers  proved  to  be  in  a  condition 
deeding  disinfectants  ahnost  as  badly  as  those  where  such  connection  did  not  exist. 
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The  following  tabulated  statements  give  Ihe  details  of  the  work  as  perfoimed  duiifi^  tk  H^^ 
summers  of  the  years  1874  and  1875  t 

DISINFECTION  OF  PitlVlKS,  YASlUS^  AND  CELLARS,  DURtNG  THE  SUMMER  OF  TlIE  VEAi  (Ij4.  ■__ 
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>ISINFECTION  OF  PKIVIES,  YARDS,  AND  CELLARS,  DURING  THE  SUMMER  OF  THE  YEAR  1875. 
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-«^  Distribution    of  Vaccination  Notices, — The   forces  detailed  for  the  dismfection  of 

^i^es,  etc.,  and  street  gutters  were  partly  relieved  from  these  duties  during  the  month  of 

■'^Tt  1875,  *°^  employed  for  the  distribution  of  vaccination  notices.     The  amounts  spent  for 

"^^^r  are  included  in  the  accounts  for  the  disinfection  of  privies,  yards,  and  cellars,  and  those 

the  disinfection  of  street  gutters. 

^330.75  were  expended  for  the  labor  of  distributing  "vaccination  notices."  This 
^-^iisunt  is  included  in  the  $3,481. 33  mentioned  above  as  expended  for  labor  m  the  disinfection 

X=>rivies,  etc  The  sum  of  $79.47  was  also  expended  for  the  same  purpose,  and  is  included 
^lie  $1,921.80  mentioned  as  having  been  paid  for  labor  m  disinfectmg  street  gutters. 
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This  work  was  performed  during  the  month  of  July,  1875,  ^  follows : 


Wbbk  ending — 


July  xo,  1875. 
"    3X.    "     • 
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Cost  of  Labor. 
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Included  in  labor  account  for  dianfection  of  privies,  etc I330  75 

••  "  •*  street  gutters 79  47 


Total : $4x0  aa 


5.  Special  Disinfection  of  Premises,  Vacant  Lots,  Stagnant  Water ,  etc, — During  t  -^'* 
summer  of  1874  some  special  work  was  performed  by  the  gangs  of  laborers  employed  for  \M^^ 
disinfection  of  streets.  The  work  was  aside  from  the  regular  routine  business,  generally  < 
up  town,  and  undertaken  in  consequence  of  special  complaints  regarding  the  condition 
certain  localities. 


SPECIAL  DISINFECTION  DURING  THE  SUMMER  OF  1874. 
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Disinfection  of  Street  Sweepings  and  Disinfection  of  the  Harlem  Flats  dtering  tke 
Summer  of  1875.— The  condition  of  the  street  filth  gathered  during  the  spring  of  1875  and 
used  for  the  purpose  of  filling  in  sunken  lots  on  the  Harlem  Flats  had  excited  grave  apfirehen- 
sions  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood.     It  was  therefore  ordered  that  all 
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the  s.'v^^eepings  onloaded  at  the  foot  of  Ninety-fifth  street,  East  river,  and  to  be  used  for  tl 
pur  jz><z:> 'SCf  be  disinfected.  The  disinfectants  were  furnished  by  the  contractors,  who  had  und< 
taUc«^r»-  the  work,  and  the  disinfection  was  performed  by  two  men  under  the  instructions  ol 
foi-«^nrm  an,  all  employees  of  the  Health  Department. 

' M^~ Iney  disinfected,  from  May  26  to  May  31,  in  all  twenty-eight  scow  loads  of  strc 
sw^^^;^z>ings,  using  forty-five  pounds  of  quick  lime  and  370  gallons  of  dead  oil  at  a  cost  to  t 
H^za.1.  t  li  Department  of  S56  for  labor.  This  amount  is  included  in  the  $3,481.33  stated  abo 
as  1-i.^^ving  been  expended  for  the  disinfection  of  privies,  etc.  From  the  same  is  likewise  t 
sui^-m  <z>  f  $16  to  l)e  deducted,  which  represents  the  wages  of  the  men  while  they  were  employ 
for    t.  l-»e  inspection  of  city  dumps. 

^^Viortly  after  the  first -mentioned  work  had  been  commenced,  complaints  reached  the  E 
P*-*"  t:  nr^ent  regarding  the  foul  effluvia  of  the  scows  which  receive  the  street  sweepings  a 
g^^t^sxge,  and  which  are  stationed  on  the  water  edge  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  In  com 
q*^^ rice  thereof  the  police  authorities  were  asked  to  use  disinfectants,  and  experienced  han 
of     t:li«  Health  Department  were  sent  for  the  instruction  of  the  police  subordinates. 

The  whole  area  known   as  the  Harlem  Flats  is  ground  made  by  filling  in  with  stn 
5^*^''^s>e pings,  ashes,  etc. ,  and  covered  in  some  instances  slightly  with  good  earth.    The  underlyi 
^^■'sa.tum  is  a  salt  marsh,  which,  before  the  filling  in  was  commenced,  emitted  a  far  mc 
^*^F>leasant  odor  than  was  discernible  during  the  spring  of  1875. 
On  June  9th  I  was  notified  that  the  areas  bounded  by — 

M.  •   East  river.  East    Ninety-second  street,  Third   avenue,  and  East   One   Hundred  ai 
^i^Hth  street. 

2.  East  One  Hundred  and   Sixth   street,   Lexington   avenue,  East    One   Hundred  ai 
■^-^^Hth  street,  and  Third  avenue. 

^>^erc  to  be  disinfected. 

The  work  was  commenced  June  10,  and  finished  June  16,  at  an  expense  of  $1,853.73. 

*— ^l>or,  including  horse  hire $634 

^  S    l>arrels  of  sawdust,  20  cents  per  barrel 5  ' 

^-^  ^S^  gallons  of  dead  oil,  10  cents  per  gallon 898 

^  •»  V  ^  5         "         iron  liquor,  6  J^  cents  per  gallon 290 

^^^                   *•        carbolic  acid,  $1.25           **         25  ( 

Total $1,853 


The  effect  of  the  disinfectants,  though  perceptible,  was  not  appreciated  until  after  the  fii 
'-•"**^  which  helped  to  further  distribute  them  and  soak  them  into  the  ground  where  they  cou 
^^•-crli  the  source  of  the  evil. 


•^otis  on  Disinfection   and  Disinfectants, — The  decomposition   of  organic  substanc 
^ivn  as  putrefaction,  fermentation,  et6.,  is  mainly  a  process  depending  on  the  presence 
^^^*^s»oscopic  organisms.     Granting  this,  we  do  not  exclude  the  possibility  of  putrefacti 
^*  *^l30ut  the  presence  of  organisms. 

Scientific  men,  defending  the  organized  ferment  theory  and  those  defending  the  theo 
^  ^«i  upon  the  suxeptance  of  non-organized  ferments,  have  both  tried  to  generalize  th« 
^-^^Xxctive  theories,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  facts  of  known  fermentations. 
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While  Liebig,  an  adherent  of  the  non-organized  ferment  theory,  has  endeavored,  m  Tiin, 
to  prove  the  presence  of  a  non-organized  ferment  in  yeast,  which  without  the  aid  of  the 
living  yeast  organism  should  be  able  to  decompose  glucose  into  alcohol,  carbonic  add,  etc, 
Pasteur  has  likewise  failed  to  connect  the  presence  of  mycoderma  aceti  with  the  formatiaB 
of  vinegar  from  alcohoL  The  latest  examinations  have  even  proved  that  this  bacterium  is 
not  the  producer  but  rather  the  destructor  of  the  acetic  acid,  which  it  requires  for  its 
existence.  The  presence  of  bacteria  can  therefore  in  no  way  be  always  connected  with  a 
ruling  reaction  in  such  a  manner  as  if  this  reaction  had  been  brought  about  by  the  presence  of 
the  organisms.  Yet  we  know  that  fungi  and  bacteria  greatly  aid  the  processes  of  decompo- 
sition, which  may  be  suspended  or  prevented  in  many  cases  if  we  prevent  these  organisms 
from  gaining  access  to  an  atmosphere  surrounding  putrefiable  substances. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  as  a  rule,  such  decompositions  depend  on  the  presence  of  bacteria 
and  fungi,  and  that  fermentation  without  their  presence  must  be  considered  as  an  exception. 

The  influence  of  such  processes  of  decomposition  on  the  health  of  exposed  individuals  is 
not  disputed,  but  another  question  has  arisen,  that  is,  whether  the  organized  ferment  or  the 
product  of  fermentation  constitute  the  real  poison.     Many  consider  the  bacteria  as  quite  or 
comparatively  harmless,  while  they  prove  that  the  fluids  on  which  they  were  grown  were  the 
real  poison.     But  even  with  this  proof  the  theory  looking  to  the  bacteria  as  the  cause  is  ia 
no  way  weakened.     If  bacteria  can  change  otherwise  harmless  fluids  to  such  a  condition  th^^ 
they  become  most  virulent  poisons,  the  bacteria  remain  the  cause  and  the  developed  poisoa  ^ 
the  consequence. 

If,  as  some  have  done,  we  consider  a  non-organized  ferment  as  the  cause  of  disease,  ^ 
becomes  manifest  that  we  consider  its  action  as  partly  consisting  in  a  reproduction  of  itself,  t^^^ 
action  which  becomes  thus  very  similar  to  the  action  of  organized  ferments,  but  which,  at  tk^^^^ 
same  time,  would  compel  us  to  give  to  these  albuminoids  a  property  which  has  m  no  case  ^^ 
yet  been  proved  to  exist  with  any  of  the  better  known  substances  of  this  class^ 

The  theory  claiming  an  albuminoid  as  the  poison,  claims,  therefore,  the  existence  o-^ 
compoimds  as  yet  hypothetical 

If  we  look  to  the  experiments  which  shall  prove  that  not  the  bacteria  but  the  products  o -^ 
their  vitality  are  the  poison,  we  find  that  a  great  many  objections  can  be  raised  against  tbeir^ 
fitness  to  convince  us  of  the  independence  of  the  albuminoid  action. 

HOgyes  of  Pesth  developed  in  Cohn's  fluid  bacteria,  which  he  obtained  from  the  stools  of 
persons  sick  with  cholera.  He  then  separated  the  bacteria  from  the  fluid  by  filtration  through 
a  clay  cell,  and  caused,  by  injecting  the  clear  fluid  into  the  arteria  jugularis  of  healthy  animals, 
the  same  symptoms  which  had  been  produced  by  the  fluid  which  contained  the  bacteria.  This 
treatment  might  have  simply  produced  a  predisposition  of  the  animals  to  take  up  and  devdop 
the  bacteria,  which  are  considered  to  be  in  the  air  and  water  of  the  affected  area  during  the 
time  of  an  epidemic 

Klebs  and  Tiegel  filtered  and  washed  the  bacteria  with  water,  and  found  that  ip  some  cases 
the  fluids  acted  as  poisons,  not,  however,  in  others.  They  proved  further  that  the  Uood  of 
healthy  animals  is  free  from  bacteria. 

The  action  of  micrococci  on  the  organism  is,  perhaps,  most  naturally  considered  to  be 
one  on  the  healthy  constituents  of  the  body,  by  which  products  of  decomposition  arc  rapidly 
formed,  which  cannot  be  removed  by  the  existing  channels  as  rapidly  as  they  ar«  formed.  I 
call  here  attention  to  analyses  of  the  blood  of  horses  sick  with  the  epizootic  mHnmn9^  (Re- 
port  of  the  Health  Department  of  New  York,  1872). 

Now,  naturally  these  products  may  just  as  well  be  produced  outside  of  the  orguiisni. 
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ivhich  is  to  be  infeoted.  If  then  introduced  in  large  quantities,  their  effect  may  be 
itudied.  If  these  experiments,  however,  be  used  to  uphold  the  theory  of  non-organized 
ferments,  it  would  become  necessary  to  introduce  these  fluids  in  minimum  quantities.  This 
has  never  yet  been  done.  For  this  reason  G.  WolffhQgel  of  Munich,  says :  •*  To  obtain  con- 
:Iusive  results,  neither  large  doses  for  the  infection  of  animab  should  be  taken,  nor  should  the 
nfection  be  undertaken  in  a  locality  which  is  already  infected.'* 

That  bacteria,  which  were  separated  by  filtration  from  the  fluid  in  which  they  were  grown, 
ind  which  had  been  well  washed  with  water,  proved  harmless  when  inoculated,  cannot 
astonish,  when  we  know  that  the  bacteria  cannot  exist  and  retain  their  activity  in  fluids  which 
do  not  abound  in  nourishing  salts. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  written  about  the  cleansing  influence  of  the  oxygen  for  the 
destruction  of  the  injurious  substances  (sewerage)  in  our  river  waters,  and  though  there  is 
hardly  a  doubt  that  some  of  the  purification  brought  about  in  running  streams  is  due  to  oxi- 
dation, it  is  my  conviction  that  is  rather  due  to  a  great  dilution  of  the  nourishing  substances 
propagated  by  constant  motion.  But  the  ibotion  alone  is,  according  to  several  authors,  suffi- 
:ient  to  prevent  or  retard  the  development  of  bacteria.  There  are,  therefore,  two  agents 
ietrimental  to  the  life  of  bacteria,  which  were  grown  in  sewerage  and  had  found  their  way  into 
ihe  streams. 

Oxygen  is  not  an  enemy  to  bacteria,  but  rather  perhaps  to  the  products  which  owe  their 
Drigin  to  the  vital  process  of  these  bodies. 

Different  it  is  with  stagnant  water.  Stagnant  pools  are  constantly  supplied  by  subterranean 
:hannels  in  the  same  d^ree  as  there  is  loss  by  evaporation,  but  there  being  no  outlet  other 
than  by  evaporation,  the  nourishing  substances  must  accumulate  and  the  development  of  the 
bacteria  be  fostered. 

Our  wells,  which  are  dug  to  the  stagnant  sub-soil  water,  are  richer  in  solids,  and  therefore, 
and  on  account  of  the  small  volume  of  the  water,  a  contamination  with  sewage  must  be  of 
more  detrimental  effect  than  if  the  same  had  passed  into  a  running  stream. 

The  above  cited  experiments  prove  therefore  but  little  against  the  micrococcus  theory. 
The  unorganized  ferment  theory  is,  in  my  opinion,  according  to  the  standard  of  science  at 
the  present  date,  untenable,  and  as  it  has  been  proved  that  poisons  owe  their  origin  to  the 
growing  of  bacteria  in  otherwise  harmless  fluids,  why  not  accept  these  organisms  at  once  as 
the  cause  of  the  disease  ? 

Could  they  not,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  change  Pasteur's  or  Cohn's  fluid,  change 
also  the  healthy  constituents  of  the  living  body  ? 

Until  these  questions  are  finally  settled,  we  must  define  disinfection  to  be  a  process  by 
which  the  organized  and  non-organized  ferments  and  products  of  fermentation  or  putrefaction 
are  destroyed  or  changed  into  compounds  in  which  they  are  no  longer  able  to  offend. 

To  ascertain  the  relative  effectiveness  of  the  substances  which  are  used  for  the  purpose  of 
disinfection,  many  experiments  have  been  made  and  many  methods  have  been  applied  and 
recommended. 

The  older  methods  show  a  want  of  understanding,  regarding  the  scientific  principles,  which 
must  govern  the  experimental  question  to  be  asked.  Generally  no  distinction  is  made  between 
the  antiseptic  and  really  disinfecting  properties  of  the  respective  substances. 

In  many  cases,  moreover,  the  composition  of  the  masses  on  which  the  influence  of  the  dis- 
infectants was  to  be  tried  was  so  complicated  that  clear  deductions  cannot  be  made  from  the 
results  obtained.  If  we  note  the  time  which  elapses  from  the  day  when  the  disinfectants 
were  applied  to  that  day  when  living  organisms  make  their  appearance,  or  worse,  when  a 
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complex  mixture  commcitces  to  emit  a  put  rid  smdl,  thus  showing  the  activity  of  pfitftktKia, 
we  do  not  determiiie  the  reLnlive  effectiveness  of  disinfectants  but  that  of  juitiscptlpi.  I  v^ 
mention  Isere  one  of  Grace  CaLvert*s  methods  for  the  determination  of  the  relaiite  efledt^ 
ness  of  antiseptics. 

The  solution  taken  in  this  case  was  ^g-^bumen  liiluied  with  water. 

The  antiseptici  were  then  added  and  the  development  of  or^nisms  was  noted  as  60  tie 
time  of  their  fir$^t  appeanutce.  The  anti^ptit^  preventing  the  fornwtioi]  of  the  tyfuiM 
longest  being  nute  1  as  the  mobt  effective. 

In  rendering  bacteria  and  also  infusoria  lifeless  two  stages  can  be  remarked.  A  lutdtd 
quantity  of  disinfectants  will  render  them  motionless^  in  which  state  they  do  not  mxMff. 
A  more  abundant  quantity  however  will  produce  death. 

The  question  which  now,  however,  arises  is  the  following  ;  '*  Do  all  disinfectants  «oii 
under  these  circumstances  proportionately?"  This  means,  if  I  have  two  solutions  of  diSer 
ent  disinfectants,  and  of  the  first,  ten  per  cent,  to  a  certain  portion  of  putrid  tluiii  prodnn 
death  of  the  organisms ;  and  of  the  second,  thirty  per  cent,  are  rcc^uircd  to  produce  tlte  iuoe 
effect ; — are,  of  the  second,  six  per  cent,  required  to  make  the  bacteria  ntotboless^  wbcHi^Ji 
the  first,  two  per  ceaL  are  required  for  the  same  purpose  ? 

This  has  certainly  been  anticipated  by  many  authors,  who,  folio v^ing  the  precedeais «! 
Caivert,  usoil  his  methods  but  called  the  results  derived  therefrom  the  relative  efTectlveDe^  d 
disinfectants, 

I  think  we  can  safely  say  that,  until  the  year  l§75,  no  rational  experiments  r^ardingtbe 
relative  effectiveness  of  disinfectants  were  cv^  published.  Rational  methods  for  the  patpM 
of  solving  the  question  of  the  relative  effectiveness  require  : 

I,  That  the  fluid  containing  the  putrefaction  or  fermentation  organisms  shall  beof  a^  ^■ 
pie  a  composition  as  is  consistent  with  the  healthy  development  of  these  organisms, 

^  After  being  treated  wiih  various  qiiantities  of  Ihe  disinfectant^  the  death  of  tie 
organisms  must  be  proved  by  transferring  them  to  a  fluid  well  suited  for  their  further  dcTcbp- 
ment.  If  dead  they  will  fall  to  develop  ;  if  not  destroyed,  the  further  development  of  thai 
organisms  will  prove  this. 

These  rules  are  simple,  but  their  execution  demands  considerable  care.  In  the  foUowiif 
I  will  try  to  show  how  I  have  endeavorai  to  solve  this  question  ;  In  order  to  comply  witfc 
my  first  rule  it  became  necessary  to  select  a  fluid  well  adapted  for  the  development  of  iboE 
microscopic  organisms^     I  hod  here  the  choice  between  Pasteur's  liquid  and  Cohn*s  fluid. 

The  first  contains  in  one  hundred  parts — 

10  parts  of  sugar  condy^ 
1  part  of  Ammonic  tartrate, 
as  part  of  Potas«ic  phosphate. 

The  second  contains  in  one  hundred  parts— 

t  part  Ammonic  tartrate. 
0.5  part  of  Potassic  phosphate » 
0.5  part  of  Magnesic  sulphate, 
a 05  part  of  Calcic  phosphate. 

I  selected  the  second* 


Prof.  Zttm  made  experiments  with  some  disinfectants  in  order  to  compare  their  relative 
value.  The  disinfectants  examined  were  acetate  of  alumina,  phenol,  and  salicylic  acid, 
and  the  substance  to  be  disinfected  was  a  putrid  fluid  full  of  bacteria,  micrococci, 
spirilla,  etc.  The  results  of  the  disinfection  are  to  be  found  in  the  following  tabulated  state- 
ment. The  experiments  were  made  in  such  a  manner  that  one  drop  of  the  liquid  to  be  disin- 
fected was  under  the  microscope,  mixed  with  one  drop  of  the  disinfectant  mixed  with  water  in 
^uch  proportion  as  given  in  the  tabulated  statement : 


SoLunoKs 

OP 


AorrATB  OP  Alumina. 


Phbnol. 


Salicylic  Acid. 


:  50        I  Infusoria  and  organisms  produdng  putrefaction  died  at  once. 
I        coagulated  and  the  membrane  hurst. 

The  same  as  before. 

,  Infusoria  and  ocgantsms  producing  putre&ction  died  at  once. . . . 


I  :  zoo 
r  r  300 

X    z  500 
K     r  xooo 


Infusoria  died  within  xMl 
minutes.    Spirilla  at  once ) 

Infusoria  lived  for  a  few) 
minutes.  Spirilla  died  at  > 
once ) 

Infusoria  and  spirilla  lived  for  | 
a  few  minutes | 


Infusoria,  ^irilla,  and  bacteria 
died  at  once 


Infusoria,  spirilla,  and  bacteria 
died  at  once 


Infusoria,  spirilla,  etc.,  died  at 
once  or  after  the  lapse  of  a 
few  minutes 


The  albumen  of  the  infusoria 


{Inftnoria    and    spirilla    died 
within  two  minutes. 

I  Infusoria  and  i^irilla  live  even 
{  after  the  lapse  of  several 
(     minutes. 

}  Infusoria  and  q>irilla  lived  for 
thirty  minutes  to  one  hour. 


I  The  or:;;anisms  lived  even  after 
I     several  hours. 
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^Driginally  and  independently  of  other  publications  I  pursued  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted 

ir*rof.  ZQm.     The  results,  however,  did  not  satbfy  me,  for  the  following  reasons : 

X  first  ascertained  that  bacteria  are  not  necessarily  deprived  of  life,  if  they  have  been  made 

i'«cm.c:>t:i.onless.     Motion  b  only  one  function  of  the  life  of  these  microscopic  organisms,  and  after 

^sa.-vrLMig  been  rendered  motionless,  this  function  can  be  restored  to  them  again  if  they  are  by 

^*<^«icm^  means  freed  from  the  restraint  put  on  them  by  the  presence  of  certain  substances. 

Then,  in  the  case  of  salicylic  acid,  it  must  be  considered  that  fluids  undergoing  putrefac- 
^*^<^«^  in  the  presence  of  bacteria,  spirilla,  etc.,  show  always  an  alkaline  reaction,  and  consider- 
■•'^S^  the  fact  that  salicylates  are  not  disinfectants,  it  becomes  evident  that  salicylic  acid  added 
^  *-^  ^-^  alkaline  solution  may  be  rendered  entirely  inactive.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
^^^'''^^^her  a  disinfectant  has  actually  killed  the  organisms  or  merely  made  them  motionless,  I 
^^^  taken  advantage  of  the  fact  that  bacteria,  etc.,  are  carried  off  by  the  evaporating  water, 
^*"*^^  that  they  will  further  develop  if  brought  into  a  medium  adapted  for  their  existence.  To 
^^''^y  out  this  plan  I  proce«ded  as  follows : 

-A.ir  purified  by  filtration  through  cotton  and  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  was  allowed 
P*^ss  through  the  liquid  supposed  to  have  been  disinfected  by  the  addition  of  various  quanti- 
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of  the  above-mentioned  disinfectants,  and  thence  through  a  fluid  which   will  render  the 
^^lopment  of  organisms  producing  putrefaction  possible.     As  such  fluid  I  have  adopted 
,.      '^'^'s  solution,  containing  tartrate  of  ammonia,  phosphate  of  potash,  and  phosphate  of 

-  -^r  air  containing  bacteria,  etc.,  be  pumped  through  this  perfectly  clear  liquid,  it  will  soon 

^j^^^Hie  turbid,  and  on  examination  under  the  microscope  will  be  full  of  living  organisms ;  at 
^^jne  time  the  reaction  will  change  from  slightly  acid  to  alkaline. 
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Cohn's  liquid,  thus  treated,  furnished  the  material  to  which  the  disinfectants  were  ap- 
plied.    The  fluid  after  such  treatment  became  turbid,  the  dry  residue  of  25  c.  c.  collected  on 
a  filter  was,  however,  hardly  weighable,  so  that  it  might  be  considered  that  the  results  obtained 
are  independent  of  the  quantity  of  bacteria,  etc.,  present  in  the  fluid,  and  give  directly  the 
amount  of  disinfectant  required  in  solution  for  the  complete  destruction  of  the  putrefaction 
organisms.     The  three  disinfectants  I  use  in  the  shape  of  i  per  cent,  solutions,  the  salicylic 
acid  solution  being  obtained  by  means  of  hydrodisodic  phosphate.     The  fluid  containing  the 
putrefaction  organisms  was  then  mixed  with  the  disinfectant  solutions  in  various  proportions, 
and  each  bottle  connected  with  a  flask  containing  pure  Cohn's  fluid.     The  aspiration  of  purt 
air  was  then  commenced  with  the  aid  of  a  Bunsen  air-pump,  the  air  passing  first  through  the 
fluid  supposed  to  be  disinfected  and  thence  through  the  test  bottles  containing  pure  Cohn's 
fluid.      After  24  hours  treatment  the  aspiration  was  discontinued.     The  flask  which  contained 
originally  pure  Cohn's  fluid  will  be  turbid  by  this  time,  or  will  become  so  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  days,  provided  the  disinfection  in  the  other  flask  was  incomplete.     When  the  dismfectiom 
was  complete  I  have  kept  the  bottles  with  Cohn's  fluid  clear  for  more  than  two  weeks.    '^^ 
produce  such  results,  however,  the  greatest  care  is  requisite,  for  every  portion  of  the  apparat  ""^^ 
must  be  carefully  disinfected  before  use  either  by  heat  or  alcohol. 

The  results  obtained  by  thb  method  may  be  found  in  the  following  tabulated  stateraer:====^ 
from  which  the  following  deductions  can  be  made  regarding  the  strength  of  the  disinfectar^^"^^ 
applied.     Cresylic  acid  will  perfectly  destroy  bacteria,  spirilla,  micrococci,  etc,  if  contain   — ^ 
•  in  the  fluid  in  the  proportion  of  i  part  to  516  parts  of  water. 

Carbolic  acid  will  do  the  same  if  contained  in  the  fluid  in  the  proportion  of  i  part  to  2^ 
parts  of  water. 

Salicylic  acid  will  do  the  same  if  contained  in  the  fluid  in  the  proportion  of  i  part  to  2 
parts  of  water. 
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^^or  the  purpose  of  determining  the  antiseptic  properties  of  these  substances,  a  number  of 
^ -mouth  glass-stoppered  bottles  (4  oz.)  were  charged  with  25  c.  c.  of  pure  Cohn's  fluid, 

then  with  varying  quantities  of  one  per  cent,  disinfectant  solutions.  So  with  cresylic 
^"^ion  with  i.  2,  3,  4,  and  5  cubic  centimetres,   with  carbolic  solution  with  4,  6,  8,  10,  ii, 

13,  and  14  cubic  centimetres,  and  with  salicylic  acid  solution  with  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8, 
^wid  10  cubic  centimetres.     Then  to  each  bottle  one  drop  of  putrid  Cohn's  fluid  was 


The  reaction  of  the  contents  of  oil  Ibe  bottles  was  acid  at  the  outseL  Thc»!te  cOQtliniif 
t  c  t:.  cresylic  and  i  c  c  salkylk  acid  became  m  the  counte  of  one  wstik  alkAllDCf  nkd 
reaction  was  accompflnjefl  by  the  development  of  bacteria^  etc.  After  one  months  i$iiMqp 
the  contents  of  the  bottle  charge*!  with  cresyUc  acid  were  denbcly  citvercl  with  the  mjceiia 
of  aspergiHus  glancus,  the  reaction  «jf  the  fluid  hud  ftgftiti  become  add,  and  in  coiiMi|uenrtiie 
development  of  bacteria  was  cbeckefL 

The  reaction  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle  climged  with  salicylic  aci4  is  now,  ificr  3$ 
days,  alkaline ;  fun^i  are  developing  on  the  surface  (mucor  muccdo  and  aspci|gi]l«i  ^iix\»l 
None  of  the  other  bottles  choj-getl  with  either  cresyhc  or  carbolic  auid  sliow  devdopmcnt  cf 
bacteria  or  fungi  afier  55  days*  staiidinij. 

The  contents  of  aU  the  bottles  containing  various  tjuantities  of  salicylic  acM  aft  cLtbff 
infested  with  bacteria  or  have  developed  fungif  the  bocteHa  being  confined  to  the  bottle  1^ 
tainirtg  least  of  thi5  substance. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  eKptain  these  apparent  anomalies  if  we  had  not  Prot  K^lWi 
statement  that  only  free  salicylic  is  able  to  act,  and  that  salicylates  have  no  dianfettnf 
fN'operties.  If  we  add  ^icylic  acid  to  a  fluid  containing  salts  and  living  bacteria,  aad  ila 
exclude  the  impure  outside  air,  salicylic  acid  seems  to  have  sufhcient  lime  to  destroy  iMtbe 
gcrmn  before  its  reaction  with  the  sails  incompleted.  If,  however^  salicj'lic  acuiisw^fid 
with  salt  ^Lutions  (nearly  neutral,  as  in  the  case  of  Cohn^s  solution)  for  some  time,  compoiaiult 
may  form  in  which  the  salicylic  acid  loses  it^  disinfecting  properties,  and  ihercfore  <^^ 
cxttl  any  influence  tjn  germs  entering  the  fluid  after  such  reaction  has  taken  place^ 

The  apj)caraiice  of  fungi  on  the  surface  of  the  contents  of  glass  stoppered  but  not  hem&i^ 
cally  sealetl  bottles  after  the  lapse  of  a!x>ut  two  weeks,  may  thus  be  explainetl. 

The  alkaline  reaction  of  Cohn^s  fluid,  after  it  had  been  stocked  with  bacteria,  is  also  10  «! 
e)Eperimeuts  a  drawback,  for  this  reaction  is  not  only  due  to  the  formation  of  tribasic  |}JM& 
phates  or  dibasic  tartrates,  but  also  to  some  ammqnic  carbonate.  I  have  therefore  tn^ 
starting  with  an  acidified  solution. 

If  t  t  c»  c.  of  a  normal  sulphuric  acid  solution  were  used  for  20  c»  c.  putrid  CohnS  fluwitu 
remove  the  alkaline  reaction  and  produce  a  color  like  that  which  is  doe  to  hydrodibaiic  plw*- 
pbates^  on  cjcamining  the  fluid  under  the  microscope,  bacteria^  etc.,  appeared  motionlcs^  vtt, 
they  were  not  lifeless,  for  after  another  cubic  centimetre  of  the  same  acid  bad  been  »ddH! 
and  after  the  fluid  had  lieen  tested  in  the  aspiration  apparatus,  it  appeared  that  these  orgauisaai 
had  not  Iteen  destroyed,  for  they  soon  commenced  to  develop  in  the  flask  contalnlnfi  p»w 
Cohn's  fluidp 

Using  for  30  c.  c  putrid  fluid  i.i  c  c  normal  sulphuric  acid  solution  and  10  c.  c.  cue  pet 
cent,  salicylic  solution^  a  complete  disinfection  could  be  obtained.  Not  so,  however,  if  tfee 
quantity  of  i^alicylic  solution  was  reduced  to  one* half. 

After  the  alkaline  reaction  had  t>een  removed,  1  was  able  therefore  to  fully  destroy  the  life 
of  bacteria  with  salicylic  acid  contained  in  the  fluid  in  the  proportion  of  i  to  300,  The  fad* 
howeverj  that  the  bacteria  had  been  rendered  motionless  by  the  addition  of  sulphuric  iM 
su|^ested  to  me  the  necessity  of  determining  the  eflfects  of  the  acids  as  such* 

The  following  results  were  obtained  ; 
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This  shows  that  the  minimum  quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid  capable  of  producing  com- 
pX^^^  disinfection,  is  i  part  in  64  parts  of  the  fluid.  The  reaction  of  the  fluid,  which  was  to 
^>^  di^nfected  was  slightly  acid  at  the  outset,  which  shows  that  more  of  the  acid  was  required 
^c>'ar    ^neutralization. 

X  ^  should  be  remarked  yet  that  in  all  cases  where  a  complete  disinfection  was  obtained 
^^^    l:»acteria  had  completely  dissolved  in  the  acid,    and  the  fluid  had  thus  become  perfectly 

X^  t  is  perhaps  not  impossible  that  the  disinfecting  properties  of  many  metallic  salts  are 
F**"*^^iz^ortionate  to  their  percentage  of  acid,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  may  part  with 
**^  *  I  refer  here  especially  to  the  ferrous  and   ferric  salts,   zinc  and  aluminium  compounds. 

*^^"*^^»e  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  in  many  cases  the  metal  itself  must  be  credited  with  the 
^-^^■^'X.'E^^  of  eflectiveness  produced  by  the  salts. 

^Kefore  going  any  further,  I  desire  to  give  the  results  of  two  experiments  regarding  thedisin- 
^^^^^  ^  ing  properties  of  an  alcoholic  solution  of  picric  acid  in  slightly  acidified  putrid  fluids,  which 
^^^^"^^^'^ye  that  picric  acid  acts  like  salicylic  acid  under  these  circumstances. 

"^hile  a  slightly  alkaline  putrid  fluid  could  not  be  completely  disinfected  with  picric  acid, 
^^^*~^^^Ti  in  the  fluid  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  two  hundred  parts,  a  complete  disinfection 
^^^-^^-*-id  be  obtained  by  the  addition  of  0.3  c.  c.  normal  sulphuric  acid  solution  for  10  c.  c.  of  the 
^^^'•-*-  ^  «id  fluid,  which  just  sufficed  to  remove  the  alkaline  reaction. 

"The  complete  disinfection  was  proved  by  allowing  the  apparatus  to  stand  for  fifteen  days, 
^^^^  *"^^sn  the  test  fluid  remained  perfectly  clear. 

The  advantages  of  the  method  described  above  consist  mainly  in  the  fact  that  it  is  possible 

exclude  outside  interference  more  completely  than  by  any  other  yet  proposed,  the  apparatus 

*^g  put  together  under  circumstances  excluding  the  presence  of  living  bacteria  in  any  place 

the  putrid  fluid  used.     For.  better  understanding  I  will  describe  the  manipulation  more 

utdy. 

The  flasks,  which  are  part  of  the  apparatus,  were  first  filled  with  alcohol,  and  then  dried 

^Mi  air-bath  at  a  temperature  of  between  120  and  130°  c.     The  connecting  glass  tul)es  and 

^^^^^ber  stoppers  and  connections  were  disinfected  by  immersion  in  strong  alcohol  for  one  hour, 

^^•^ng  special  precaution  that  the  accumulation  of  air-bubbles  in  the  tubes    did  not  prevent 

■^^  thorough  contact  of  the  alcohol  with  their  whole  surface. 

The  bottles  which  were  to  receive  the  pure  test  fluid  (Cohn's)  were  then  charged,  and  the 
**"Uid  boiled  for  several  minutes.  While  this  was  in  progress,  the  other  bottles  destined 
^o  receive  the  putrid  fluid  were  taken  from  the  air-bath,  and,  while  hot,  charged  with  the 
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pleted.     This  h  necessary  to  permTt  the  fluid  to  recede  from  the  lower  end  of  c^  whici 
itnmediftteiy  dosed  before  a  flame.     If  ihis  precaution   be  not  taken,  the  fluid  iL- 
iM^eomc  so  be&ted  that  this  alone,  v^ithout  the  aid  of  dUinfeclants,  might  be  suffident  tod 
the  death  of  the  organisms. 

These  tubes  can  remain'under  observation  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  circulation  of  the  air  can  be  promoted  connideribly  by  slight  diflTerences  of  tenpe* 
ture  to  which  the  two  shanks  of  the  tube  may  be  exposed. 

The  principle  of  this  appliance  h  the  same  ai  that  of  the  other,  vk, :  Detenniiutuxi  d 
the  po&sibiUty  of  infection  from  the  air  standing  over  a  putKd  fluids  to  which  vario as  qmalitsi 
of  disinfectants  have  been  added,  A  marked  difference  exists^  however,  in  so  far  as  bij 
first  method  t  worked  with  a  large  excess  and  strong  current  of  air,  while  here  the  amoant  a(f 
air  is  limiteti.  As  to  the  results  of  the  large  series  of  experiments,  I  am  not  prepared  yet  ta 
report.  This  method  beings  however,  far  easier  of  eKecution,  and  requiring  no  complbMi 
apparatus,  will  enable  me  to  examine  the  questions  involved  more  completely. 

The  itpecial  points  which  i  de^aire  thus  to  solve  are  the  following : 

I.  H  there  any  difference  in  the  results  which  may  be  obtained  fay  my  original  mctliod  oA 
the  one  now  proposed  ? 

a.  How  are  the  results  influenced  by  the  use  of  Pasteur's  or  Cohn's  fluid  respectively? 

3.  How  do  the  results  obtained  by  the  use  of  Pasteur's  fluid  with  this  method  ccunput 
with  Buchholtj's? 

4,  Action  of  disinfectants  on  different  species  of  bacteria. 

The  experiments  described  above  are  founded  on  the  belief  that  the  bacteria  themselKt^ 
must  \yc  considered  as  the  last  cause  of  disease.  Whetlier  they  merely  act  inechajiicallji  «= 
some  physicians  hold,  or  whether  the  chemical  chanees  which  they  produce  in  the  conSlitiKBtii 
of  the  body  impart  or  constitute  disease,  the  action  of  substances  which  we  class  aiiBair 
fectant^  on  these  bacteria  remains  of  equal  importance. 

For  practical  application,  however ,  it  must  always  be  considered  that  it  is  not  onl/  ^ 
organic  living  mass  which  comes  in  contact  with  the  disinfectants,  but  many  other  substance 
which,  if  they  possess  aflinities  for  them,  will  form  combinalions  which  may  d^lroy  Lbe 
effictei;cy  of  considerable  quantities  of  the  disinfectants. 

In  using  disinfectants  with  the  view  of  attaining  practical  results,  the  quantitie  to  be 
taken  are  governed  by  the  composittoti  of  the  material  to  be  disinfected. 

Our  ordinary  methods  of  disinfection  seem  to  be  fully  etjual  to  the  demand,  yet  there  vt 
customs  which  I  con*iider  entirely  unwarranted  if  we  compare  them  with  the  results  of  ^ 
experiments  describe!  I  refer  here  to  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  for  the  impregnatioti  nf  t^ 
air  in  sick  rooms.  If  we  should  evaporate  carbolic  acid  in  the  air  to  such  an  extent  as  woult^ 
be  required,  the  smell  would  t^e  so  strong  that  no  human  being  could  sustain  it  for  any  Imgib 
of  time.  It  may  therefore  be  asked  why  I  have  not  recommended  a  discontinuance  of  t^ii 
system. 

In  answer  to  this  I  will  state  that  I  consider  this  homfjeopathic  application  of  ,carh# 
acid  of  practical  value  in  so  far  as  its  smell,  better  than  posted  notices,  warns  strangers  o( 
the  danger  to  which  they  expose  themselves  by  remaining  in  an  infected  atmosphere. 

The  best  agent  for  purifying  the  air  in  sick  rooms,  is  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  4ir 
Ventilation  is,  however,  not  disinfection »  but  merely  dilution*  and  the  air,  however  puriftedby 
it,  rem^iins  infectious,  though  in  a  less  degree^  and   should   not    be  allowed  to  conlaminite 
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wevconsider  that  at  that  time  I  had  not  yet  determined  that  free  acids  have  such  decided  dis- 
infecting properties  even  in  a  somewhat  diluted  state,  and  that  they  are  more  liable  to  destroy 
and  corrode  the  apparatus  used  for  the  distribution  of  the  fluids,  this  course  becomes  justifiable. 

Regarding  the  determination  of  the  strength  of  carbolic  and  cresylic  acid  mixtures,  I 
prefer  the  following  plan : 

The  water  is  determined  by  distillation,  which  is  to  be  continued  as  long  as  the  distillate 
appears  milky.  Oil  and  water  soon  separate,  and  the  volume  of  the  latter  may  then  be 
determined. 

To  determine  the  oily  substances  it  has  been  proposed  to  remove  the  acids  by  water.  This 
process,  however,  is  very  incomplete,  since  the  acids  are  entirely  removed  with  difiicaity,  and 
only  after  repeated  treatments  with  fresh  quantities  of  water.  They  divide  between  the  inert 
oils  and  the  water  in  the  proportion  of  their  solubility  in  either  of  the  solvents,  and  the 
relative  quantity  of  each  of  the  solvents  present. 

Their  solubility  in  the  oils  is,  however,  far  greater  than  in  water.  If  the  quantity  of  the 
oils  is  considerable,  as,,  for  instance,  in  dead  oil,  one  hundred  parts  of  water  to  one  part  of 
dead  oil,  remove  less  than  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  of  acids  present. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  other  way  left  to  us  but  to  extract  these  alcohols  by  means  of  soda 
or  potash  solution.  This  is  best  done  by  heating  in  a  flask,  which  is  connected  with  an 
inverted  cooler  if  light  oils  are  expected. 

The  amount  of  the  residue  is  measured*,  and  by  deducting  this  and  the  amount  of  water 
previously  determined  from  the  amount  taken  for  the  determination,  the  amount  of  the  adds 
b  found. 

There  Is  no  doubt  that  besides  the  carbolic  and  cresylic  acids  other  aads  may  be 
removed  and  counted  as  such,  and  that,  therefore,  we  might  overestimate  the  amount  of 
these  substances.  These  other  acids  are  contained  in  the  oil,  but  in  very  small  quantities ; 
but  yet  this  would  constitute  an  objection  if  these  acids  were  without  disinfecting  properties,  a 
fact  which  has  not  yet  been  proved. 

To  obtain  a  clue  as  to  the  nature  of  the  acids,  the  alkaline  solution  can  be  acidified  and 
precipitated  with  bromine  water.  Carbolic  acid  gives  a  white  flocculent  precipitate,  ortho- 
cresylic  acid  a  resinous  one,  and  para-cresylic  acid  a  fluid  one. 

Carbolic  and  ortho-cresylic  acids  form  tribrom  derivatives,  while  para-cresylic  acid  seems 
to  require  less  bromine  for  complete  precipitation  (fi^e  equivalents). 

A  stratum  of  sesquichloride  of  iron  gives  a  blue  color  in  the  presence  of  carbolic  acid  and 
precipitates  in  the  presence  of  the  cresylic  series. 

The  problem  of  finding  an  entirely  satisfactory  method  for  the  determination  of  these  coal 
tar  acids,  is  left,  therefore,  unsolved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  ENDEMANN,   PH.  D., 

In  charge  of  Disinfecting  Corps* 

*  Widi  or  without  the  addition  of  a  measured  quantity  of  light  oil. 
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BUREAU  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the    Health   Department  its 
Report  of  the   Bureau  of  Vital   Statistics,    for  the  years  1874  and 

1875. 

New  York  is  growing  as  most  of  the  great  cities  grow  ;  its  com- 
mercial front  and  a  constantly  advancing  and  enlarging  area  demanded 
by  its  trade  and  manufacturing  interests,  crowd  the  population  out- 
ward. In  this  gradual  exclusion  of  dwelling  houses  from  the  older 
streets  and  older  wards  by  the  encroachments  of  commerce,  the  poor 
classes  of  our  city  population  have  continued  to  undergo  the  perils  of 
excessive  concentration  in  tenement  houses,  while  the  more  favored 
classes  have,  with  signal  advantage  to  health,  established  their 
habitations  farther  away  from  the  crowded  portions  of  the  city. 

The  census  of  1875  found  in  this  city  1,041,886  inhabitants.  The 
enumeration  having  been  made  in  midsummer,  when  the  resident 
population  was  at  the  lowest  number,  we  may,  for  the  ordinary  uses 
of  reference  to  the  census  of  population,  consider  that  as  a  fair  average 
of  the  number  of  inhabitants  for  which  the  ratios  of  deaths,  births 
and  marriages  in  the  year  1874,  as  well  as  in  1875,  shall  be  estimated. 
The  re-enumeration  of  the  city  population  under  the  ninth  national 
census  in  the  winter  of  1871,  found  two  per  cent,  increase  upon  the 
census  as  taken  in  June,  1870,  and  that  increase  was  chiefly  due  to  the 
fact  when  the  re-enumeration  was  made  *'  the  season  was  that  in 
which  the  city  realizes  the  greatest  population,  and  thousands  are 
back  for  the  winter  "  (see  statement  by  the  Superintendent  of  Ninth 
National  Census,  Vol.  Population,  page  21.)  The  fact  that  the 
number  of  inhabitants  is  some  two  per  cent,  greater  in  this  city  in 
winter  than  in  summer,  also  that  the  fluctuations  in  the  total  vast 
number  of  strangers  in  the  city  are  even  greater  than  this  difference 
between  the  summer  and  winter  residents,  shows  plainly  that  the 
census  enumeration  on  which  the  death-rates  are  estimated  is  always 
below  the  actual  number  of  inhabitants  whose  legal  residence  is  in 
the  city. 

>7 
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Out  of  this  population  there  died  28,727  persons  in  the  year  1874, 
and  30,709  in  the  year  1875.  This  "death-toll"  equals  a  ratio  of 
27.57  deaths  to  every  1,000  inhabitants  in  1874,  and  29.47  deaths  to 
the  1,000  in  1875.  The  fact  that  nearly  or  quite  nineteen  square 
miles  (i9J^  square  miles,  including  some  lands  partially  covered  with 
water,)  were  annexed  to  the  city  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1874, 
with  about  33,000  inhabitants,  renders  it  expedient  to  rely  upon  the 
census  of  1875,  as  the  basis  of  all  references  which  will  need  to  be 
made  to  the  estimated  population,  in  the  year  1874,  as  well  as  in  the 
census  year,  1875,  itself.  The  average  number  of  city  inhabitants 
throughout  the  year  1874,  was  little  less  than  the  enumerated  pop- 
ulation in  June,  1875,  while  the  average  number  in  1875  probably 
was  not  more  than  i  per  cent,  greater  than  the  enumeration  found. 
Therefore,  for  all  practical  uses,  that  census  is  an  entirely  satisfactory' 
basis  for  the  statements  of  death-rates  and  birth-rates  in  each  of  these 
two  years. 

Annual  Rate  of  Increase  of  the  Population, — The  census  taken 
ty  State  authority  in  the  summer  of  1875,  after  all  the  revisions  relat- 
ing to  public  institutions,  etc.,  reports  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
this  city  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  that  enumeration  1,041,886,  or 
99,589  more  than  the  enumeration  in  the  winter  of  187 1,  found  in  this 
city  south  of  Harlem  river,  as  then  bounded.  The  twenty-two  wards 
of  the  old  city,  extending  from  Whitehall  to  the  Harlem  river,  contained 
at  the  date  of  the  last  census  1,005,692,  or  63,400  more  inhabitants 
than  were  re-enumerated  in  the  census  in  the  winter  of  187 1  ;  but  the 
latter  enumeration  showed  an  increase  of  18,348  over  the  enumera- 
tion in  June  preceding,  when  only  923,744  were  found.  The  actual 
increase,  therefore,  in  the  five  years  ending  in  June,  1875,  was  81, 948. • 
The  mean  annual  increase  in  the  twenty-two  wards  (old  city)  during 
those  years  is  expressed  by  the  decimal  co-efficient  .0171,  or  the  rate 
percent,  of  1.71.  This  is  a  little  greater  than  the  annual  rate  of 
increase  in  London  for  the  ten  years  ending  in  1871,  for  the  census 
of  England  that  year  found  that  the  co-efficient  of  annual  increase  in 
London  from  1861  to  1871,  was  .0150.  or  1.50  percent.  The  suburbs 
of  New  York,  like  the  suburban  or  outer  ring  of  London,  will  show 
what  has  occurred  in  the  outgrowth  and  overflowing  of  the  metropol- 

*  This  statement  relates  to  the  twenty-two  wards,  or  old  city,  as  the  two  new  wards,  added  in  1874, 
included  parts  of  townships  in  which  the  coisus  <A  1870  could  not  be  separately  stated. 
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itan  population.  Even  Brooklyn,  the  right  wing  of  the  American 
metropolis,  increased  its  population  in  the  five  years  preceding  the 
enumeration  in  June,  1875,  at  the  rate  of  a  little  more  than  4  per 
cent,  annually  ;  while  the  576  square  miles  called  the  outer  ring  of 
London,  with  its  population  of  nearly  800,000,  is  in  like  manner  increas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  annually.  The  increase  of  sutJurban 
populations,  the  greater  security  and  more  rapid  increase  of  infant  life 
among  them,  and  generally  the  lower  death-rate  in  them  at  all  ages, 
are  facts  worthy  of  notice  when  the  increase  and  the  mortality  of  the 
population  in  the  more  crowded  city  are  brought  under  examination. 
The  suburban  or  outer  ring  of  New  York,  as  a  metropolis,  nearly 
equals  the  area  covered  by  the  London  outer  ring,  as  here  referred 
to,  and  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  outer  New  York,  the  rate  of 
increase  by  living  children  is  greater,  and  the  rate  of  mortality  is  leiss 
than  in  the  great  city  itself.  The  increase  of  population  in  New  York 
city  by  births  would  be  fully  3.6  percent,  or 36  and  upwards  in  1,000 
annually,  if  there  were  no  account  made  of  the  general  mortality ; 
but  nearly  3  per  cent. ,  or  from  28  to  30  in  i  ,000,  of  the  city  inhabitants 
die  in  the  course  of  a  year,  so  that  little  more  than  half  (.5)  of  i  per 
cent,  is  actually  added  to  the  living  population  by  the  newly  born.  With 
8,279  deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age  in  1874,  and  8,540  in  1875, 
and  during  the  five  years  ending  December  31,  1875,  43,279  such 
deaths  of  infants  before  a  year  old,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  birth-rate 
in  any  degree  exceeds  the  death-rate.  There  are  some  great  cities 
in  which  the  number  of  deaths  exceeds  the  number  of  births,  but  New 
York  is  not  one  of  them,  as  many  persons  suppose. 

The  Child  Populatioji,  as  found  by  the  Census  in  1875. — The 
revised  returns  of  the  census,  as  taken  in  the  summer  of  1875,  give 
the  following  figures  for  the  different  ages  of  the  child  population : 

Abstract^  s fuming  the  Number  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age  enumerated  in  the  City  of 

New  York  in  June,  1875. 
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The  increase  of  the  city  population  by  the  immigration  from  foreign 
countries  is  not  now  as  rapid  as  in  former  years.  A  comparison  of 
returns  of  the  census,  taken  by  State  authority  in  1875,  and  by  National 
authority  in  1870,  shows  that  while  the  total  increase  of  inhabitants 
in  the  twenty-two  wards  south  of  the  Harlem  river  was,  at  the 
most,  81,747  (that  is,  as  re-enumerated  in  1870-71),  tiie  increase 
in  the  foreign  born  was  only  14,117.  It  is  clearly  true,  there- 
fore, that  the  migration  to  this  city  by  natives  of  the  United 
States  greatly  exceeds  the  number  of  foreign  immigrants  who  yearly 
take  up  residence  here  on  their  arrival.  The  inflowing  migration, 
from  all  parts  of  our  country,  of  vigorous  and  enterprising  inhabitants, 
is  going  on  more  rapidly  than  the  increase  of  births  over  total  deaths, 
and  like  the  best  of  the  immigration  from  foreign  countries,  it  brings 
fresh  resources  of  wealth  and  vigor  to  the  city  population.  The  useful 
undoubtedly  exceed  the  useless  elements  in  each  of  these  two  chief 
sources  of  the  city's  growth,  and  it  would  be  still  more  fortunate  for 
the  city  and  the  nation  if  the  better  part  of  the  infants  and  children 
who  die  were  only  saved  to  grow  up  in  health  and  vigor.  The  6,000 
to  7,000  by  which  the  births  now  outnumber  the  total  deaths  might, 
by  such  saving  of  infant  life,  be  raised  to  12,000  annually. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Census  Bureau  at  Albany  has  kindly 
caused  a  careful  revision  of  the  enumeration  of  children  in  New  York 
city  to  be  completed  for  our  use.  The  following  abstract  shows  an 
increase  of  the  child  population  under  five  years  of  age  in  the  city, 
over  that  which  the  Census  Bureau  at  Washington  reported  from  the 
enumeration  of  1870-71,  amounting  to  no  less  than  17,018. 

The  records  of  mortality  in  this  city  show  that  during  the. five 
years  ending  December  31,  1875,  there  died  in  the  years — 
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By  cancelling  the  lines  of  numbers  of  children  that  were  not  born 
within  the  limits  of  that  five  years'  period,  we  ^ave  the  numbers  of 
deaths  of  the  children  whose  birth  was  (probably)  within  said  limits. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  died  during  the  five  years,  before 
attaining  their  fifth  birthday,  was  72,145,  and  of  this  number  43,282 
were  under  one  year  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  that  died  under  five  years  of  age 
during  the  five  years  ending  December  31,  1874,  there  were  61,245 
who  would  have  been  included  in  the  living  population  under 
five  years  of  age,  at  that  date,  while  of  the  children  that  died 
under  five  years  of  age  during  the  five  years  ending  December  31, 
1875,  there  were  61,915  who  would  have  been  included  in  the  living 
population  to  be  enumerated  as  under  five, — if  they  had  not  died. 

As  the  errors  of  census  enumerators  cannot  be  eliminated  after  the 
official  abstracts  have  been  completed,  no  account  is  made  of  them. 
The  records  of  age  at  time  of  death  have  no  appreciable  errors, 
because  years,  months  and  days  of  the  deceased  child's  age  are  certified 
before  burial. 

The  census  enumeration  in  1875  found  128,169  living  children 
under  five  years  of  age. 

There  died  in  the  five  years  ending  in  1875,  61,915  children  who 
were  born  during  the  quinquennial  period  next  corresponding  with 
those  five  years.  The  total  enumerated  living  children  and  regis- 
tered dead  children,  who  were  added  by  births  in  the  city  population 
in  five  years,  amounted  to  190,084. 

The  number  of  infants  counted  as  having  died  during  their  first 
year  in  the  five  years*  period,  who,  had  they  lived,  would  have  been 
over  five  years  old  at  the  end  of  this  period,  and  the  number  of 
infants  enumerated  a^  alive  under  one  year  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
census,  but  who  nevertheless  subsequently  died  before  attaining  their 
first  birthday,  nearly  balance  each  other,  so  that  we  are  warranted  in 
using  the  approximately  correct  census  returns  and  the  recorded 
deaths  above  given,  as  the  total  number  of  infants  born  alive  in  the 
five  years.  This  aggregate  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  whose  birth- 
records  should  have  been  registered  in  the  five  years  as  above  shown, 
numbers  190,084,  or  a  yearly  average  of  about  38,000  births. 

The  128,169  children  enumerated  in  the  last  census  as  being  under 
five  years  of  age,  would  constitute  12.30  per  cent  of  the  total  popula- 
tion of  the  city.  The  national  census  found  only  1 1 1 ,205  children  under 
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five  years  of  age  in  the  city,  or  11.80  per  cent,  of  the  total  popula- 
tion. The  ratio  of  annual  increase  by  birth  in  our  city  population  is 
apparently  as  great  as  in  the  State  at  large,  but  it  is  less  than  that  for 
the  whole  United  States,  for  the  national  census  in  1870  found  14.3 
per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  Union  under  five  years  of  age,  and 
reported  high  death-rates  for  that  period  of  childhood  in  all  the  large 
cities. 

The  Birth-Rate. — ^The  analysis  of  the  records  of  mortality  in  the 
five  years'  interval  between  the  last  two  census  enumerations,  and  a 
comparison  of  these  records  with  the  enumerations  themselves  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  show  that  the  newly-born  have  been 
added  to  the  city  population  at  the  mean  rate  of  more  than  35,000 
annually,  or  from  35  to  37  to  every  1,000  inhabitants.  The  public 
registration  of  births  in  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  shows  that  in  1874 
there  were  25,747  births  recorded  there,  in  1875,  23,813,  and  in  the 
five  years  ending  with  the  latter,  115,132,  or  an  average  of  23,026 
publicly  registered  births  each  year.  As  this  public  registry  is  based 
upon  the  voluntary  returns  which  the  medical  and  other  professional 
attendants  make  to  the  Health  Department,  it  falls  below  the  number 
of  births  which  are  professionally  attended.  The  10,000  or  more 
births,  or  fully  30  per  cent,  of  the  living  infants  which  were  not 
reported  by  medical  attendants,  and  indeed  which  mostly  had  no  pro- 
fessional attendance^  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  city  inhabitants,  who  especially  need  at  least  the  heir-loom  of  a  cor- 
rect public  registration  of  birth.  Above  all,  the  State  needs  complete 
records  of  all  births  within  its  boundaries,  and  it  is  due  to  the  people, 
especially  to  the  least  enlightened  classes,  that  the  registration  of 
births  should  be  rendered  as  complete  as  possible  by  State 
authority,  and  by  most  available  methods.  It  is  already  a  noticeable 
fact  in  the  experience  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  in  New  York, 
that  parents  of  foreign  birth  and  of  the  thrifty  middle  classes  in  this 
city  are  generally  more  careful  than  other  people  in  securing  the 
birth  registration  of  their  children, — not  omitting  any  portion  of 
name  or  lineage.  So  great,  indeed,  is  the  desire  for,  and  usefulness 
of,  the  birth-registry  among  the  middle  classes,  and  even  among  the 
poor,  that  the  practicability  of  obtaining  from  the  parents  a  complete 
record  of  the  births  of  all  the  legitimate  children  no  longer  admits  of 
doubt.     Even  the  illegitimate  may  also  be  registered  with  sufficient 
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completeness  to  secure  the  chief  benefits  of  a  perfect  enumeration  of 
births.  The  State  has  uses  for  complete  birth-registration,  the  family 
and  every  group  of  kinspeople  have  joint  interests  in  the  social  honor 
and  heritage  of  every  living  member  added  by  birth  ;  and  to  the  help- 
less infant,  its  natural  rights  and  the  officially  verified  title  to  all  that 
birthrights  signify, — the  public  registration  of  birth  and  lineage  as 
inscribed  in  the  Bureau  of  Records — is  a  boon  which  parents  should 
claim  for  their  offspring,  and  which  the  State  must  provide  for,  as 
well  as  enforce.  The  neglect  and  the  imperfections  of  birth  registra- 
tion arise  from  the  ignorance  and  misconception  of  the  persons  who 
frame  the  laws  and  methods  for  this  branch  of  registration.  It  is  less 
a  matter  of  expense  or  unwillingness  than  of  forecast  and  common 
sense,  for  it  is  solely  a  matter  of  organization,  method,  and  unceasing 
instruction  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  both  ecclesiastical  and  police 
methods  of  domiciliary  surveillance  which  are  maintained  by  State 
authority  under  monarchical  governments,  but  which  can  never  be 
applied  in  the  United  States,  certainly  it  will  be  necessary  to  devise 
publicly  acceptable  methods,  and  to  keep  up  a  system  of  effective 
official  notification  and  instruction  to  parents  and  professional  attend- 
ants of  children,  to  secure  the  timely  completion  of  the  certified  record 
and  public  registration  of  every  birth.  The  fact  that  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  its  inhabitants — nearly  5,000,000  in  number,  grouped  in 
1,000,000  of  families,  and  claiming  estates,  real  and  personal,  exceed- 
ing six  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ($6,500,000,000)  in 
value — wholly  neglect  the  public  registration  of  births,  except  in 
about  one-fourth  part  of  those  families,  which,  by  the  aid  of  medical 
attendants  and  sanitary  officers  in  New  York  and  three  or  four  other 
cities,  have  their  births  recorded,  appears  discreditable  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  and  unworthy  of  a  great  State.  The  difficulties 
which  are  supposed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  complete  registration  of 
the  newly-born  in  all  places  in  this  State  will  disappear  under  any 
system  that  can  be  successfully  applied  in  this  city.  Such  a  system 
will  need  to  unite  the  wishes  and  interested  efforts  of  the  parents  to  the 
faithful  methods  of  professional  attendants  and  registering  officers. 

Distribution  and  Classification  of  the  City  Population^  as  exhibited 
by  the  Census^  in  June,  1875. — The  latest  revision  of  the  census  of 
1875  presents  some  results  which  differ  from  those  relating  to  the 
same  classes  of  the  population  as  given  in  the  Ninth  National  Census 


in  1870.     The  most  conspicuous  of  these  differences  relates 
dren  under  5  years  of  age.     The  very  careful   analysis 
census  returns  in  this  city  by  Colonel  Seaton,  under  the 
the  Secretary  of  State,  warrants  the   practical    uses  which 
make  of  the  classification  and  distribution  officially  certified 
Census  Bureau  at  Albany.     The  increase  of  the  city  populatioti 
birth  of  children  who  survive  beyond  their  fifth  year  is  the  most 
uous  and  pleasing  fact  to  be  noticed  in  the  comparison  of  any 
columns  of  ages  in  these  returns  with  those  given  in  the 
1870-71,  or  of  1865.     The  decrease  now  noticeable  in  the 
of  the  foreign  born  comports  with  the  obvious  gains  witnt 
the  child  population,  as  well  as  with  the  falling  off  in  the  foreign 
gration  and  settlement. 

The  summary  of  the  census,  June,  1875,  of  the  population  byi| 
sexes,  and  the  distribution  by  wards  in  this  city,  is  here  pn 
the  form  which  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  Bureau  at 
has  kindly  furnished  for  us,  and  revised  in  November,  1876.* 

The  increase  of  that  portion  of  the  city  population  which, 
successive  census  enumerations  in  1865  and  1875,  was  found 
ten  years  of  age,  is  shown  in  the  following  abstract : 
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The  census  of  1865  found  43.15  per  cent,  of  the  city  inhabitants] 
were  of  foreign  birth  ;  the  census  of  1870  found  44-47  P^r  cent.,  and  ' 
that  for  187s  found  42.80  per  cent. 

The  fact  that  far  more  than  half  of  all  the  births  in  this  city  are  of 
foreign  parentage  is  well  known  ;  but  the  deficiency  in  registration  of 
births  is  so  great  that  the  relative  birth-rate  in  the  foreign  and  the 
native  portions  of  the  population  cannot  be  stated.  The  abstracts 
compiled  by  Dr.  Nagle,  the  Deputy-Register,  from  the  registers  of 
births  for  1874  and  1875,  exhibit  the  fact  that,  out  of  the  48,560  births 


•  See  abstract  of  City  Censw.  fcciag  thb  page. 


-jd  in  this  Bureau  in  these  two  years,  31,661  had  an  exclusive 

parentage,   and  33,7Si   of  the  mothers,   and  36,374  of  the. 

"^       -were  of  foreign  birth.     The  abstracts  of  the  birth  registration, 

J~        ^**.  Nagle's  notes  upon  them,  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  sec- 

"-^^   this  report.     The  conclusion  he  expresses,  after  analyzing  his 

"^"^^P^^^spt  records  of  the  48,560  births  registered  in  these  two  years,  is 

^"*^^=^  ^^^  of  special  attention,  for  he  says  that  "  no  reliance  should  be 

*^^     "%.    on  this  branch  of  our  statistics  as  representing  even  an  approx- 

^      ^^:^;3i»ji   to  the  total  number  which  occurred.'*     We  have  ample  evi- 

^-^^  ^  ,  from  the  census  enumerations  as  already  shown,  to  prove  that 

^      -     liave  been  from  34,000  to  38,000  births  each  year  since  1869. 

>till'births. — The  number  of  infants  born  dead  in  1874  was  2,277, 
in   1875  the  number  was  2,274.     This  number  of  still-births  is 
*r>^  excessive  when  compared  with  the  best  kept  records  of  births 
^i>.  deaths  in  foreign  cities,  but  it  expresses  the  usual  rate  for  this 
-!Ss  of  cases  in  New  York.     Though  not  counted  in  the  mortality 
Jstry,  the  still-born  have  thus  for  many  years  past  been  equal  to 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths  it  recorded  ;  anS  if  there  are  36,000  infants 
^Tn  alive  in  this  city  annually,  then  there  are  from  5  to  6  still-born 
^^     every  100  births.     The  rate  of  still-births  in  the  chief  Continental 
'r  V^ies  ranges  from  4  to  5  per  cent,  of  all  the  births,  but  in  well-ordered, 
^aral  populations,  it  is  from  2]^  to  3  per  cent,  of  all.     The  fact  that 
_J^3[iis  careful  recording  of  children  dead  at  birth  is  conducted  very 
efficiently  and  without  offending  the  people  in  any  manner,  in  this 
city,  while  in  most  other  cities  in  America  this  delicate  duty  is  incom- 
-^    pletely  performed,  and  in  Great  Britain  wholly  neglected,  warrants 
the  conclusion  that  no  reason  for  omitting  this  branch  of  vital  regis- 
tration can  be  urged.     The  words  of  M.  Quetelet  concerning  it  apply 
with  the  same  force  and  propriety  in  all  countries:  *'  Les  morts-nes 
dont  V existence  equivoque  semble  appartenir  autant  aux  annates  dc  la 
vie  qu'd  celles  de  la  morty 

The  statistical  abstracts  from  the  records  of  still-births,  as  pre- 
pared by  the  Deputy-Register,  present  results  which  will  be  consulted 
with  interest  by  physiologists  and  accoucheurs.  The  abstracts  show, 
as  no  other  record  can  so  completely  show,  that  mothers  of  foreign 
birth  give  to  New  York  fully  70  per  cent,  of  the  city  children,  if  those 
mothers  suffer  only  their  full  proportion  of  the  still-births ;  for  out  of 
4,311    mothers  whose   nativity  was   certified,   3,091   were   births  of 


offsprmg^  and  the  acknowledged  preponderance  of  birtns  in 
of  foreign  extraction  who,  from  tradition  and  preference,  em| 
wiveSj  should  place  the  science  and  practice  of  midwifery  aj 
obstetrics  beyond  the  intrusion  of  charlatan r)%  and  bring  th 
skill  within  the  reach  of  all  who  bear  children.  Not  a  few 
4,551  dead-born  would  have  been  saved  alive  by  resources  of 
skill,  and  the  same  is  true  of  many  a  mother  who  perishedl 
such  medical  help.  In  1874  and  1875  there  were  resp^c 
and  73  deaths  of  mothers  in  child-birth  fronv  accidents 
best  obstetric  skill  usually  prevents. 


i 
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J/^rm^^^x— The  mere  convenience  of  having  the  public 
tion  of  marriage  kept  in  the  same  offices  where  births  and  c 
recorded,  and  the  singularly  irresponsible  part  which  t 
and  newly  wedded  take  in  providing  and  legally  verifying 
riage  contract,  will  not  be  superseded  by  any  adequate  m 
marriage  registration  until  the  marriage  contracts  are  auth 
under  provisions  of  the  Code  Civil  as  well  as  under  the  Cod 
astical  The  tabulated  abstracts  from  the  marriage  registers  * 
in  1874  and  1875,  32,924  persons  had  the  benefit  of  a  publii 
tion  of  their  marriage*  This  number  scarcely  exceeds  70  pe 
the  marriages  which,  reasonably,  must  have  occurred  in  the  ci 
the  two  years. 

It  is  justly  due  to  the  most  active  and  faithful  clergyme 
city,  to  mention  in  this  place  that  their  official  certificati 
marriages  they  solemnize,  are,  with  few  exceptions,  prep 
sent  forward  for  public  registration  with  scrupulous  care  jm 


.  ^^    -^L_^     __ 
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^ring  and  publicly  registering  the  records  of  marriage  are  dis- 
•able  to  the  State. 

i"ntil  there  was  a  Marriage  Register  opened  and  official  certificates 
ired  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  as  recently  as   1866,  the  Marriage 

star  in  this  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  in  New  York  was  the  only 
in  the  State.  There  are  now  six  other  cities  in  the  State  which 
npt  to  procure  and  register  some  form  of  public  records  of  mar- 
is and  births.  Experience  now  confirms  the  conclusion  that  the 
2  will  be  constrained  to  provide  for  the  obligatory  certifying  and 
ic  registration  of  marriage,  births  and  deaths.  Each  of  these 
al  epochs  in  the  earthly  history  of  human  beings,  requires  a  formal 
exact  record,  which  shall  be  made  up  and  registered  with  uniform 
fulness  in  whatever  town  or  city  in  the  State  these  important 
its  occur.  It  will  before  long  appear  that  throughout  the  Federal 
on  these  records  of  individuals  and  families  will  need  to  be 
rded  with  equal  faithfulness  and  uniformity  in  all  the  States,  and 
very  city  and  town.  The  completeness  of  the  forms  of  record 
pted  in  each  branch  of  registration  in  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statis- 
in  this  city  is  quite  satisfactory,  and  this  single  municipal  Bureau 
succeeded  in  giving  a  valuable  example  of  excellence  in  its  indi- 
lal  records,  even  of  births  and  marriages,  although  dependent  on 
accuracy  and  faithfulness  of  voluntary  certificates.  This  experi- 
t  certainly  indicates  the  fact  that  with  the  aid  of  simple  and  reason- 
;  methods  of  verification  of  certain  most  essential  elements  of  each 
)rd  of  birth,  marriage  and  death,  it  will  be  found  practicable  in 

city  and  throughout  the  State  and  the  nation,  to  have  the  regis- 
ion  of  vital  statistics  as  perfect  in  kind  as  any  country  can  exhibit, 
h  verification  and  exactness,  however,  will  be  attainable  only 
er  obligatory  laws  and  regulations  which  will  secure  the  numerical 
pleteness  at  the  same  time  that  the  duty  of  a  full  authentication  is 
►reed.  In  our  city  and  throughout  the  State  and  the  Union,  the 
stration  of  vital  statistics  has  to  depend  upon  an  enlightened 
)peration  and  support  of  the  people  in  securing  both  the  adoption  of 
ijuate  laws  and  methods  and  the  enforcement  or  general  observ- 
*  of  them  for  the  faithful  and  prompt  registry  of  complete  records 
le  facts  and  events  essential  to  these  statistics.  No  ecclesiastical 
'eillance  and  police   methods  are  available  in  these  free  States. 

voluntary  methods,  applicable  to  the  professional  attendants  at 
epochs  and  events  to  be  certified  for  public  registration,  and  the 
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enlightened  and   self-interested    concern   and    co-operation  of 
kindred  of  the  persons  to  be  registered,  and  the   faithful  enforcemefli: 
of  compliance  with  all  that  the  laws  require  concerning  such  certifia- 
tion  and  registry ^  will  have  to  be  conjointly  administered  asano 
tory  no  less  than  a  voluntary  system. 

The  Health  Department  has  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  registry  of  Vital  Statistics  in  this  city,  and 
burdensome  as  this  duty  may  be,  its  practical  relations  to  the  piiblic 
health-service  are  of  first  importance,  A  most  eminent  writer  aid 
legislative  counsellor  on  State  Medicine  has  remarked  that,  "con- 
sidered  physically,  the  main  object  of  a  correct  civil  registration 
births  J  deaths,  and  marriages  is  to  aid  in  disclosing  the  causes 
tUseast\  Considered  legally,  the  object  is  to  provide  the  means 
tracing  descent  and  proving  personal  identity  \  and  considered  poEli^ 
cally  it  is  to  assist  the  government  in  arriving  at  correct  conclusioiH 
with  regard  to  measures  of  internal  economy,  taxation,  employment, 
and  commerce*  As  the  world  no  longer  affords  an  instance  of  tht 
unanimous  agreement  of  the  people  of  any  one  country  for  one  fona 
of  religion,  governments  can  no  longer  prudently  leave  the  registratici 
of  births^  deaths,  and  marriages  solely  to  the  ministers  of  the  State 
religion,  if  there  be  one.  But  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  m 
carrying  out  a  merely  civil  registration,  to  avoid  anything  like  disr^ 
spect  towards  those  sacred  rites  and  solemnities  which,  however  varied 
the  forms  in  different  Christian  countries,  hallow  alike  man's  entranof 
upon  this  stage  of  existence,  his  departure  from  it,  and  his  fulhllment 
of  the  divinely  appointed  condition  for  the  succession  of  his  race," 

This  view  and  these  words  were  before  the  writer  of  this  report 
when  he  organized  the  work  of  this  Bureau,  under  the  Health  Depart-; 
ment,  in  1866,  and  they  still  impress  its  policy.  They  shouW 
eventually  shape  the  methods  of  registration  of  Vital  Statistics, 
throughout  the  United  States, 


THE    RECORDS   OF   MORTALITY- 


I 


In  the  year  1874  this  city  lost  28,727  of  its  inhabitants  by  de 
and  of  this  number  13,956  were  under  g  years  of  age.     In  1875 
were  30,709  deaths,  of  which  14.848  were  under  5  years.     The  del 
of  1,665  frof"  diphtheria  in   1S74,  and  2,329  in   187s,  and  of  wh 
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lumbers  1,131  in  1874  and  1,690  in  1875  were  children  under  5  years 

)f  age,  increased  the  annual  death-toll  of  the  child  population  very 

leavily.     Small-pox  was  charged  with  484  deaths  in  1874,  and  1,280 

in  187s  ;  and  of  these,  236  in  the  former  and  598  in  the  latter  year 

were  of  children  under  5  years  of  age.     The  diarrhceal  diseases  of 

summer  were  charged  with  3,569  deaths  in  1874,  and  3,738  in  1875  ; 

and  of  these,  3,227  in  1874  and  3,352  in  1875  were  of  children  under 

5  years  of  age.     Membranous  croup  was  the  cause  of  524  deaths  of 

children  under  5  years  of  age  in  1874,  and  of  668  in  1875.     It  vied 

with  diphtheria,  and  was  a  congener  of  that  malady  in  such  respects 

as  to  be  interchangeably  confounded  with  it  in  the  diagnosis  of  these 

two  diseases,  respectively,  in  their  advancing   stages.     Pneumonia, 

bronchitis,  and  congestion  of  the  lungs  were  together  charged  with 

3,603  deaths  in  1874  and  with  4^064  in  1875  ;  and  of  these  there  were 

1,945  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  in    1874  and  2,120  in 

1875.    These  few  maladies  thus  destroyed  7,063  children  under  5 

years  of  age  in  1874  and  8,428  in  1875  ;  IS,49I  in  the  two  years. 

The  ages  of  those  who  died,  and  the  toll  which  every  i  ,000  of  the 
living  inhabitants  in  each  quinquennial  age-period  of  human  life  paid, 
are  stated  in  the  following  abstract,  and  are  correctly  exhibited  in  the 
graphic  diagram  on  the  opposite  page. 

These  death-rates  in  the  subdivision  of  ages  range  from  307.39 
deaths  in  every  1,000  (or  30.73  +  per  cent.),  who  are  under  i  year 
old;  115.84  in  every  1,000  (or  11.58  -h  per  cent.)  under  5  years  of 
age,  to  only  4.62  in  every  1,000  lives  between  10  and  15  years;  6.29 
in  every  1,000  between  15  and  20;  18.45  (or  1.84  +  per  cent.)  in 
every  1,000  between  35  and  40;  and  so  fluctuating  and  increasing 
until  253.33  i"  every  1,000  of  all  who  were  found  in  the  city  between 
90  and  100  years  of  age  perished  during  the  year. 

The  proportions  which  the  number  of  inhabitants  living  in  each 
of  the  enumerated  periods  of  life  bear  to  each  other,  and  to  the  total 
population  of  this  city,  are  shown  in  the  diagram  upon  the  opposite 
page.  The  percentage  of  deaths  in  the  ist,  2d  and  3d  years  of 
infancy,  the  proportionate  loss  by  the  mortality-toll  in  the  column 
representing  all  children  under  5  years  old,  and  the  varying  rates  of 
mortality  in  succeeding  periods  of  life,  are  shown  in  like  manner. 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Period  of  Life  {Census  of  1875),  and  tk  { 
Death-rate  in  the  Population  at  each  Age-period. 
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Total    Population    (classi- ) 
fied).  Census  of  1875. . . . ) 

Death-rate  (per  x.ooo)  in) 
each  Age ) 

x,426 
89.938 
15.8s 

1.468 
79.557 
X8.45 

X.347 
66.882 
ao.13 

1.225 
49.279 
24.85 

1,0x9 
41.105 
24.79 

888     '            808 

i 

ao.8o8     '        X9,4»« 
42.67              41.47 

65— 

TO— 

T5— 

80 

TO 

90. 

90 

TO 

100. 

100 

and 
Upwards. 

Total. 

Total  Deaths  at  each  Age) 
inx875 J 

Total    Population    (classi-) 
fied).  Census  of  1875 ) 

Death-rate  (per  1,000)   b) 
each  Age ) 

713 
9.362 
76.15 

634 
6.6ax 

95.75 

534 

3.4*7 

X56.27 

470 

1.986 

236.65 

76 

300 
255-03 

x6 
55 

290.90 

30.709 
x,04x.886 

»9-47 

271 

The  Deaths  each  Day  in  the  Year, — ^The  tables  which  are  intro- 
;ed  here  to  give  the  daily  readings  of  mortality  will  be  used  for 
erence  in  subsequent  sections  of  this  report ;  and  the  tables  next 
Uowing  give  the  daily  readings  of  various  causes  of  death  which 
lye  the  greatest  sanitary  significance,  together  with  the  record  of 
ily  meteorological  observations  in  1874  and  1875.  These  tabulated 
stracts  and  statigraphic  charts  convey  their  own  explanations. 
The  names  of  the  causes  of  death,  as  registered  in  1874,  amount 
lo  437  in  number,  and  in  1875  to  463.  They  comprise  a  few  constant 
piief  causes,  and  certain  other  frequent  causes  which  fluctuate  greatly 
and  are  dependent  on  widely  variable  external  circumstances.  '  The 
daily  mortality  from  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  presented  in  these  charts 
as  a  type  of  the  constant  causes  in  the  arithmetic  of  daily  and  yearly 
mortality,  while  the  diarrhoeal  maladies  are  shown  as  the  most  widely 
fluctuating  of  causes,  varying,  as  they  do,  from  no  fatality  in  partic- 
ular days  in  the  months  of  May  and  December,  to  70  deaths  on 
certain  days  in  July.  The  variations  of  temperature  and  the  attendant 
atmospheric  humidity  play  the  conspicuous  parts  in  this  daily  and 
weekly  record  of  the  city  mortality,  and  while  in  the  crowded  tene- 
ments of  the  poor,  and  in  the  treeless  streets,  the  tropical  heat  and 
moisture  of  the  New  York  midsummer  serve  as  the  Tentator  infan- 
tum ^  which  applies  tests  to  the  vitality  of  young  children  with  a 
severity  as  trying  as  the  Spartan  infants  suffered,  the  sudden  and 
extreme  rigor  of  winter  snaps  the  silver  cord  of  life  in  old  age  and 
in  impaired  lives  of  invalids  in  December,  and  the  succeeding  cold 
months,  so  as  to  largely  increase  the  death-rate. 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day   by  Day,   in  the  Year   1874,   with   the   Daily   Record  of   Meak  Tkmpskaturb  and   Mba5 

Barometric  Pressure. 
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ao 

X4 

33 

36 

X3 

aa.6 

33 

69 

30-404 

"        x8.... 

69 

X5 

X5 

29 

« 

ao 

a9-3 

a3 

74 

30.446 

••        X9.... 

76 

30 

X7 

30 

46 

30 

38.0 

16 

73 

39.946 

ao.... 

67 

x6 

6 

37 

39 

a4 

39.0 

X5 

53 

30-390      • 

"        ai.... 

75 

X5 

9 

3x 

43 

»7 

38.3 

x6 

63 

30.aao 

"        aa.... 

66 

X3 

a 

x8 

as 

S' 

39 

47.0 

xa 

8x 

39^5x 

aj.... 

63 

ao 

a 

8 

34 

63 

35 

Sa6 

a8 

74 

39.833 

"        a4.... 

S3 

»5 

.• 

3 

•• 

3X 

- 

35 

3X.3 

xo 

65 

30-303 

"        as.... 

54 

»S 

.. 

6 

33 

26 

X5 

ao.3 

XX 

6a 

30.390 

a6... 

74 

ao 

.. 

9 

33 

33 

xa 

ax.o 

ax 

66 

30.386 

37.... 

64 

xa 

X 

7 

35 

43 

a8 

370 

X5 

«9 

39^59 

"        a8.... 

64 

x6 

X 

8 

33 

48 

30 

40.3 

x8 

78 

39666 

"        29.... 

73 

x8 

4 

6 

3X 

39 

a6 

3a.3 

X3 

83 

30.064  / 

"        30.... 

68 

X3 

.. 

»3 

27 

39 

x8 

ax.6 

ax 

S3 

30.339  ^ 

3«...- 

69 

X9 

.. 

X5 

a7 

»5 

x6 

X9.0 

9 

7X 

30.3x9    ' 

February    x.... 

7« 

X9 

.. 

X4 

33 

.9 

6 

X4.0 

X3 

ss 

30.535    ' 

"          a.... 

83 

" 

3 

U 

5 

a8 

84 

3 

X9.6 

ax 

7« 

3«M63 

2  75 


COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day   by  Day,  in  thb  Year   1874,   with  thb   Daily  Rkcord   op   Mkan   Tbmperaturb   and   Mean 
Barometric  Pressure— (GMi/iffa(A/)- 


DATt 

-  ^ 

I 

N 

1 

Q 

1 

1 

Jl 

■i 
1 

if 

II 
1 

1 

t 
I 

1 

if 

fi 

1 

^874. 

FebruKy   3..-. 

67 

'9 

ti 

=7 

^4 

19 

117.0 

n 

60 

29.833   ^ 

4  -^ 

59 

B 

.. 

9 

37 

3a 

9B 

300 

4 

7S 

30.034  ^ 

5.- 

?!* 

^4 

H 

ja 

3P 

t» 

=3-6 

13 

60 

3<fc337  ^ 

6.... 

6S 

xl 

8 

^6 

31 

14 

aa.o 

17 

60 

3S»^t 

7"- 

89 

ao 

15 

to 

37 

u 

'3 

17.6 

9 

54 

29.916  ^ 

8„„ 

70 

17 

„ 

13 

37 

33 

16 

a5.e 

>7 

6s 

ja-siso 

"         9.... 

?4 

13 

^7 

30 

35 

18 

^i^3 

'7 

73 

«»P93  -- 

10,,.. 

74 

"7 

" 

11 

31 

39 

at 

^6  1 

8 

^5 

*9.73o    - 

ti,,*. 

83 

36 

it> 

46 

33 

la 

*8.3 

II 

49 

39.603 

la,*,. 

at 

33 

7 

38 

37 

aa 

3P-0 

15 

7a 

3D.o93-^ 

-        13*." 

77 

116 

n 

13 

40 

Sfl 

30 

44.6 

90 

75 

519.874   ^ 

-        H-   . 

n 

JH 

II 

37 

53 

39 

4J.6 

>4 

46 

^oaS  ^ 

"      u.-. 

79 

flj 

II 

11 

40 

44 

30 

37* 

14 

55 

3^-047 

"        it.„. 

77 

7 

- 

17 

39 

47 

30 

37,3 

17 

7» 

]t9.£4i 

-        17.. » 

93 

'5 

11 

J 

40 

31 

19 

as^e  1 

ta 

87 

»9-907 

"         ifl.,.. 

74 

II 

.- 

ID 

a 

^7 

»* 

16 

a5.6 

10 

69 

ja23ti« 

19.*,. 

7S 

'5 

to 

13 

#e 

49 

n 

36.6 

M 

69 

3^.158 

TO.*., 

*? 

» 

lA 

31 

48 

39 

45fi 

9 

69 

39.919  '^ 

SI„.. 

49 

8 

.. 

9 

., 

»■ 

5' 

39 

44.6 

ift 

76 

39.979 

"           U.,.,. 

71 

'9 

»3 

36 

4fi 

39 

41,0 

7 

N 

w^^ 

"       *3--" 

6| 

II 

u 

fl7 

7» 

34 

5J-3 

36 

60 

^.776   ^ 

J4*-* 

70 

t% 

to 

^7 

38 

'9 

3'.3 

9 

5a 

5^373  -- 

as-" 

63 

H 

fi 

36 

i     3^ 

a4 

36,0 

S 

7° 

3^137  ' 

*'           !«„,. 

«4 

19 

.. 

9 

9fi 

3J 

la 

37.6 

II 

86 

30.156 

■7i"- 

M 

33 

9 

17 

38 

38 

15 

30.6 

13 

73 

3a'539'^ 

"        at,„. 

ft4 

13 

16 

as 

39 

38 

33-e 

II 

65 

3<>'i49  ^ 

Much        I.... 

69 

18 

M 

14 

47 

a? 

39^0 

oa 

79 

30.0a  I 

**          a..... 

78 

jia 

la 

34 

55 

36 

45^6 

19 

71 

30.018 

3*,-. 

73 

ai 

11 

33 

5« 

37 

47*0 

>9 

7*> 

a9'9" 

4*-- 

75 

» 

8 

=9 

«4 

33 

50-3 

3> 

63 

49.567 

s,*.* 

57 

ta 

9 

55 

45 

30 

37.6 

n 

S» 

30.181    -^ 

6.... 

74 

^ 

-. 

9 

II 

3fl 

3fi 

37 

30.0 

9 

70 

3a.a5i 

"         7*.'. 

79 

>S 

to 

4* 

40 

30 

33-6 

to 

79 

«9.7o6  -> 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by  Day,  in  the  Year   1874,   with  the   Daily  Record   of   Mean  TBicPKRATinitB  and  Meax 
BAROiimuc  Pressure— (GMv/maiA/). 


DATS. 


13* 
U* 
15. 
16. 
If. 


33,- 

as- 

36,. 

31.* 


ApHl 


7? 
7* 
77 
6S 

Si 

S& 
83 
7» 
74 
fli 

7« 

at 

«9 

7' 
7S 
79 
&a 

55 

73 
64 

a4 
80 

83 
74 

94 


•Bl 

I 

P 


3 
3 

» 

4 
3 

t 

4 
4 
8 
S 
7 
3 
S 

4 
6 

S 
4 
S 


is 

I- 


31 
34 
=3 

33 

as 
3S 
35 

35 
S4 
3« 
33 
39 
3*> 
40 
■4 
3* 
43 
35 
48 

34 
3a 

3fi 

3t 

58 
33 

39 

3S 
3* 
1^ 
3S 


§1 


a* 

JO 

30 
31 
31 

2Z 

3* 
*a 
44 
49 
5B 
61 
5S 
5a 
49 
44 
^ 
49 
5* 
SO 
44 
45 
53 
4* 
34 
44 
47 
47 
3fl 
55 
51 
S7 
4> 


J 

' 

F 

3*0 

36.6 

ae.6 

»7  3 

!j.6 

1S.6 

35.0 

33-6 

38.6 

4>^o 

49-^ 

54.6 

43hO 

45« 

440 

3&J& 

333 

403 

50-0 

39.6 

39.0 

l^ 

443 

313 

»^3 

39^ 

40.6 

»9x> 

ja.6 

45-3 

43.J 

47-0 

4*6 

it 
11 

; 

is 

; 

75 

>^5^3 

7« 

**^S49 

6« 

»Mn 

70 

«5M9« 

59 

»94?7 

6» 

-^«3 

69    ' 

•^-STT 

7<>    1 

JDJ56 

61 

J&II7 

eg 

3o,tsi 

as 

35.963 

8» 

^M 

6t 

*9^»f5 

51     . 

•9^ 

54 
66 

SB 
68 
59 
S« 
61 
53 
5t 
54 
59 
&i 
6B 
^5 
59 
€S 
66 
Ts 
77 


^^ 
3aH3  -^ 
30.115 
a9-n«  ^ 
*9^S9  " 
•9^07 
30.073  ^ 

39.896  " 
*9-96» 
3ia^iix  ^ 
=9^906    ^ 

30.114  / 
s^B8»    ^ 

»99>« 
»9'S54 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by   Day,  in  thb  Year   1874,   with   the   Daily   Record  op  Mean  Temperature  and  Mean 
Barometric  Pressure — {CotUinueeT). 


Datk. 


April  to . 


t9» 


34. 
as. 

9«, 


Miy    I... 


I 


77 
«3 

?« 
74 

e? 

73 

7a 

*3 
73 
T» 
63 
S7 

ea 
77 
78 
74 

74 

88 

66 
7t 
7S 
63 
fi4 
66 

7» 
88 

63 

7S 


'7 

7 
19 
t6 
16 
19 

9 
la 
36 
>5 
17 
16 

15 


«5 

[S 
16 

17 
t6 
t8 

>5 

17 


8 
7 
14 

U 
9 
IS 
16 
10 
9 
IS 
"7 


I 


J! 


31 

»9 
35 

3a 
41 
47 
3» 
as 
*7 
3t 
99 

a7 
as 
33 
43 
S' 

4Q 
9^ 

33 
43 
35 
18 

n 
33 

3* 
■9 

14 
•7 
41 
46 
34 


43 

57 
3S 
4fi 
fi4 
fi4 
S6 
45 
54 
54 
46 
54 
5* 
4^ 
57 
48 
4* 
54 
44 
38 
51 
61 

5' 

ea 
«:> 
60 
*l4 

SO 

H 
81 

90 

57 


33 
96 


33 
46 

3» 
34 
33 

Jft 
39 
4^ 
3B 
39 
38 
36 
33 
38 
3» 
3a 
II 
4^ 
37 
33 
43 
45 
41 
J8 
4« 
S» 

S3 

53 

40 


1 
u 
H 


38.3 
4J-*» 
>8a 
36.6 

5**3 

s8.o 

45^ 

4J-3 

4S.3 
40,6 

44-6 
46.D 
43,0 
50,6 
3«^ft 
39^3 
446 
35^3 
34-6 
4a.  3 
50.0 
46.D 
49-6 
SS6 

S30 
4S.Q 

57-0 
70.6 

79.3 
S3*o 
5*3 


.^3 


SI 
13 
■4 
31 
t% 
18 


if 


■P 
I.I 


57 
7* 

«S 
70 

71 
90 
61 
SI 

54 

H 
69 
60 

97 
57 

75 

S9 
53 

78 
B6 

5* 
5a 
S3 
5J 
SO 
55 
S3 
SO 
57 
47 
40 
58 
64 


99,615  ^ 
39.906  / 
3fci44  A 
i*43i 
30  099  / 
99.750  / 
30.018  y 

3©,3ii    ' 

30.331 
39-797  > 
39.756 

»9'97«  '^ 

39-784^ 
*aos+ 
79.S8a 
39-505   ' 
39.976    '^ 
39^971 

39.677 
39.51  T, 

39.647 

30.090 

^.94 1 

3^.603    '-- 

19.739  -- 
89,963  , 

^19.913 

39-837 
39.B66 
30.364  ^ 
30.330 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day   by  Day,  in  thb  Year   1874,  with   the   Daily  Rbcoro  op  Mean  Tbmpbxaturb  and  BIeam 
Barometric  Pressure — {Continued). 


Date. 


1874. 

May  13.. 

"  »4-- 

••  15.. 

"  16.. 

"  17.. 

"  18.. 

"  19.. 

"  ao. . 

"  21.. 

•*  22.. 

"  83.. 

"  24.. 

"  as-. 

"  26.. 

"  27.. 

"  28.. 

"  29.. 

"  30.. 

"  31.. 

June  X.. 

"  2.. 

*'  3-- 

"  4-- 

"  s.. 

"  6.. 

'*  7-- 

"  8.. 

"  9-- 

"  xo. . 

"  XX.. 

"  X2.. 

"  13- • 

"  X4-- 


63 
77 
75 
56 
65 
8x 
74 
49 
66 
62 
62 

89 
72 
60 

71 
62 
61 
69 
77 
69 
58 
70 
8x 
74 
74 
67 
74 
63 
60 
64 
60 
56 
63 


x8 
27 
xo 

as 

20 

17 

o 

14  f 

«s  i 
8  I 
15 
17 

XX 


X9 
x8 
20 

»7 
16 

«4 

15 
22 
16 

2X 

x6 
IS 
»9 

2X 
17 
14 


a 
a 

"7 


16 


li 


T7 


7 
8 

9 
« 

3 


.§ 
J 


36 
38 
15 
31 
34 
30 
X7 
26 

a3 
23 
37 
35 
X7 
31 
28 
26 
as 
39 
3a 
30 
38 
33 
3a 
37 
34 
3a 
38 
a7 
a9 
»9 
28 
27 


i 

EE 

EH 

1 

3 


I  6a 

i" 

I  73 

I  ^< 

I  ^ 

'  64 

I 

I  «' 

I- 

7« 

I  66 

I  *4 

1  ^ 
I  79 

I  " 

I  79 

79 
'  77 

]  73 

I  63 

!  67 


74 
80 

8a 
90 
80 
82 
72 

83 
68 
7a 


i 
:9 


47 
62 
48 
48 

57 
54 
45 

49 

48 

49 

55 

55 

53 

Sa 

57 

57 

58 

60 

S3 

49 
I 
I  55 

I  ^^ 
I  62 

'  62 

l« 

66 

I 
69 

69 
60 

59 
57 
53 


65-3 

6gyO 

54,6 

SJ-« 

563 
57>3 

57'*> 
5i« 
573 
Aowo 

5a.6 

59^3 

59^ 

4*3 

6fl.a 
67.1 
Tao 

€5-3 
6q.3 

6o»o 
63^ 
67.3 
69.0 
72.6 

77-3 
750 
74-3 
62.6 
7x3 
6X.3 
63.0 


i 

DC 


30 
r6 
*4 

16 
7 


9 

a? 
16 


>9 

8 
S 

I* 
18 
x6 
»4 


62 
57 
63 
78 
60 
83 
47 

6x 
75 
43 
50 
73 
84 
60 
57 
64 
6x 
70 
67 
59 
S3 
63 
77 
77 
8x 
78 
59 
6x 
50 


I 

I 


30.0x0 

39.908 

30.026 

a9.67x 

29.776 

29.7SX 

29.83s 

29.835 

29.683  ' 

29.834    ' 

29.990 

29.930 

a9-S95  ' 

29.70X 

29.94s 

29.986 

30.025 

29.976 

29.668    ' 

29.57X  / 

30.045 

30.095 

a9.96x 

»9-9Sx 
29.885 

29.756  ' 
39.644 
99.7x3 
29  896 
83     j   a9-950 
64     I   »9-7«9  ^ 
62        3CX.009   / 
sa        30.X8S 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by  Day,   m  the  Ybar   1874,   with   tmb  Daily  Record  op  Mean  Temperature  and   Mean 
Barometric  Pressure— (Gw/mwa/)- 


Date. 


1874, 

June  15.. 

"  16.. 

"  17.. 

••  i8.. 

"  19.. 

"  ao. . 

"  21.. 

**  22.. 

"  23.. 

•*  24.. 

"  35.. 

"  26.. 

"  27- • 

"  28.. 

"  29.. 

"  30.. 

July  X.. 

*•  2.. 

"  3-. 

"  4.. 

"  5  . 

"  6.. 

"  7-- 

"  8.. 

"  9" 

"  10. . 

"  xt.. 

"  12.. 

**  I3-- 

"  M-- 

"  X5.. 

"  16  . 

**  17.  • 


59 
55 
68 

69 
5a 
76 
57 
69 
70 

77 
62 
8x 
60 
63 
75 
78 
56 
72 
48 
60 
73 
69 
9a 
X05 
zxx 
95 
95 
97 
89 
zax 
X44 
»39 
1x6 


23 
x8 


24 

95 

83 


26 

22 
'S 
28 

»9 

35 

«9 
35 

30 

2X 

37 
4* 
53 
48 
46 
49 
47 
66 

95 


4 
6 

3 
6 
4 
6 
4 
7 
8 
xo 
4 
4 
zo 
6 
9 
9 
9 
4 
zx 
z6 
X9 
7 
X7 

35 

35 
34 
35 
3X 
33 
50 
79 
60 

56 


•s 


si 


26 
39 

39 
35 
26 

33 
35 
36 
33 
39 
34 
39 
30 
39 
3» 
44 
36 
3X 
39 
38 
43 
39 
53 
56 
69 
56 
44 
58 
57 
87 
X07 
xox 

85 


I 

2 


80 
75 
79 
74 

7« 
64 
8z 
86 
9« 
79 
86 

83 
83 
9t 
98 
83 
83 
80 
76 
76 
70 
80 
82 
9X 
85 
86 
82 

8S 
8z 

87 
93 
86 
80 


8.' 


I 


57 
65 
67 
65 
56 
54 
60 
60 
70 
64 
60 

65 
64 

66 
73 
66 
6a 
68 
61 
58 
62 
61 
60 
67 
7X 
69 
69 
69- 
70 
68 
73 
68 
62 


70.6 

70.3 
69.0 

69.3 
67.0 
60.6 
68.3 
74-3 
80.6 
73.6 
74-3 
74.0 
7«'3 
79-3 
83.3 
753 
730 
73.0 
69.3 
I  68.3 
67.0 
67.0 
73.3 
80.0 
77.0 
75.0 
73.0 
75.0 

75-3 
78.0 
82.6 
75.0 
713 


■5^ 

1 

fl 

33 

45 

xo 

59 

X2 

71 

9 

53 

«5 

60 

10 

73 

2X 

65 

26 

57 

2X 

54 

X5 

43 

26 

4« 

z8 

63 

»9 

58 

35 

58 

26 

63 

«7 

61 

2X 

57 

Z2 

73 

X5 

6a 

z8 

8a 

8 

69 

»9 

60 

22 

6a 

34 

56 

H 

67 

17 

85 

X3 

87 

z6 

77 

IZ 

58 

9 

54 

az 

55 

z8 

65 

z8 

54 

30.Z75 

30.oa3  ^ 

39.7x6 

39.791 

39.9x7 

30.073 

30.oa6 

39979 
39.803  '■ 
39.858 
39.8x6 
29.604 -' 

39.778  y 
39.684 
39.6ZS 
39.8Z4  ^ 
39.993  / 
39.876  / 
39.903 
39.805 
39.800 
30.0SZ  ^ 
39.943  / 

39754  ' 

39.8ZZ 

39.804 

39.889 

39.968 

30.0ZZ 

3azz3  ^'■ 
29.93a  ^ 
39.786 
39.9SZ  / 


28o 


■  COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by   Day,   in  the  Ybar   1874,  with   the   Daily  Rbcord  of  Mkan  TmpKXATuitB  and  Mbam 
Bakomktric  Pressure— (Gyn/^MA/). 


Date. 


1874. 
July       x8.. 


19. 


"        33. 

24., 

"        35. 

a6., 

27. 

28. 

"        29. 

"        30. 

31. 

August    1 . . 

2., 

3. 

4- 

5. 

6. 

7- 


xx8 
Z26 
X40 
lao 
105 
137 
133 

XOI 

103 
Z06 

Z20 

99 
no 

93 
113 

IZO 

79 
96 
Z08 


99 
Z07 
92 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by   Day,  in  thb  Year   1875,   with   the   Daily  Record  of  Mean   TBMrxxATURS  amd  Mia 
Barometric  Pressure— (Gwi/»»t««0- 
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44.0 

86 

a9ifO 

4-- 

•      69 

21 

XX 

8 

^ 

32 

44 

2X.O 

«3 

3« 

69 

39J7« 

5- 

•  '  too 

32 

XX 

9 

s 

44 

21 

15-6 

xo 

XX 

64 

30-3B 

6.. 

•1     67 

23 

4 

xr 

5 

26 

30 

2X.O 

9 

ax 

55 

y^a» 

1" 

•      99 

22 

2 

»5 

»3 

.. 

39 

XO 

8.6 

7 

3 

93 

30270 

8.. 

'\     7« 

26 

I 

7 

X2 

32 

21 

..6 

5 

x6 

65 

29i66 

9.. 

•      97 

21 

X 

14 

9 

42 

X3 

I.O 

0 

»3 

90 

30.131 

*•        xo. . 

!  96 

16 

2 

x6 

4 

48 

25 

.3.6 

X 

24 

55 

3«M5fi 

"           XI.. 

•  i    86 

as 

X 

23 

8 

29 

46 

40.0 

90 

a6 

74 

29.71! 

*•            12.. 

•'     73 

18 

' 

»5 

5 

32 

28 

x8.6 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day   by  Day,   in  thb  Ysar   2875,   with   thb   Daily   Record  op  Mban  Tempbraturb  and  Mean 
Barometric  Pressure— (Gmi/i»«a/)' 


Date. 
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J3- 
14. 
15., 
16., 
17. 


23« 

24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30., 
3x., 


April 


8z 

9» 
86 
82 

9* 
56 
86 
77 
93 
74 
80 

77 
77 
8S 
76 
80 
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89 
89 
85 
89 
65 
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80 

83 
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9 
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31 
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22 
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36 
29 
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3a 
36 
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30 
33 
36 
44 
26 

31 
29 
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31 
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27 
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23 
43 
43 
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39 
4a 
41 
49 
46 
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31 
a9 
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32 
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46 
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55 
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36 
51 
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34-6 
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39.0 
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33.6 
35-3 
38.6 
41.6 
32.6 
23.6 
28.3 
24.6 
23.6 

2X.O 
24.0 
36.3 

3a.3 
38.6 
46.0 
40-3 
43-3 
SO-3 
45-3 
52.0 

55-3 
44.0 
4X.6 
48.0 
45-0 
35-3 
41.6 
41.6 


3a 
27 
3a 
33 
39 
33 
30 
36 
37 
22 
17 


19 
14 
13 
31 
31 
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41 
37 
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37 
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31 
33 
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14 
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6 
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66 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by  Day.  in  thb  Ybak   1875,   with  thb  Daily  Record  of  Mban   Teupbkatvu  aiid  Mm 
Bakombtric  Prbssurb — (Gmtinued). 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Day   by  Day,  in  thb  Yeak   1875,  with  thb  Daily  Rbcord  of   Mban   Tbmpbxaturb   and  Mban 

BaROMBTRIC  PrBSSURB— (GMt/lMKMf). 
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May.  13... 

"  14... 

"  15... 

"  16... 

••  17... 

"  18... 

"  19... 
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53 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by  Day,   in  the  Ybak   z87S>   with  the  Daily  Rbcokd  op  Mean   Tbmperatvke  axd  Mui 
Barombtkic  Pressure -{Gwi^Mvf}. 
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68 
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68 
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63 
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X7 
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66 

18 
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68 
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68 

18 

iJ 
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6a 


>9.M 
"9-77S 
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54       "9-789 


t* 

3ao36 

58 

^ 

70 

29-93^ 

8a 

29.864 

73 

«^8« 

67 

29.827 

73 

29.875 

68 

29.786 

63 

•9^789 

84 

30.W3 

73 

39.913 

6x 

99-953 

65 

30-005 

66 

»9-999 

73 

»9-979 

76 

29.97« 

78 

39-933 

77 

•9.976 

75 

30-099 

77 

30.036 

87 

29.766 

61 

39.699 

65 

29.809 

69 
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85 
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COURSE  OF  MORTALITY  FROM  PREDOMINANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

Day  by  Day,   in  thb  Year   1875,   with  thb   Daily  Rscoro  op   Mean  Tbmpbxaturb  and  Mean 
Barometric  Pressure— (0»/iM«Mf). 


Date. 


1875. 
July       18.. 


"        aa., 

23- 

"         a4. 

25., 

26., 

27. 

28. 

29. 

"        30. 

3'- 

August    I . 

"  a. 

3- 

4- 

5. 

6. 

7' 


16. 
'7- 


19. 


MX 
X25 
X16 
126 
X54 
155 
zaa 
iz6 
xaa 

137 

106 
106 
X08 

lOX 

88 
106 
xao 
zxx 
96 
109 
88 
94 
X03 
86 
X07 
9a 
94 
98 
xoa 
X03 
X03 
86 


1 

N 

i 

:i 

1 

90 

70 

xo 

76 

57 

XX 

67 

46 

9 

7a 

45 

8 

86 

64 

la 

90 

66 

X9 

67 

54 

16 

67 

50 

6 

68 

5« 

9 

79 

57 

5 

57 

38 

13 

63 

44 

T2 

64 

46 

7 

59 

4« 

9 

61 

43 

3 

52 

38 

13 

58 

44 

xa 

57 

40 

8 

47 

33 

8 

59 

39 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK  — Draths   tttott   S^au-foic,   MiusufiS,   Scarlatina*   Diphtmcjiia*    WHoonPc^ooGa,  1 

TVPH01I»    FaVEE,     TVPMCS     FfiVEJI^     SMHAL-MEktNCJ~IUi,      CHi3LX|lA«     DiAUUKEAI^    UAUUK 
AND   OTHEK  ZvUCmC   DISEASES,  SEGISTERED   DirRlNG  THE  l^HELVE   iJoiTrKS   IKDGfO  DeCSCMI  | 

35*  1S74. 


Wauds. 


Thtrd. . . . 
Fourth.  - . 

Seveflith  . 

Ninth.,, 


Tenth.... 
Etevench.. 


Tvclfth.. 


HwrtcMth,,* 
FmirtKttth... 
Fif t«aith  * . . . 

Seventeenth., 
Ejehlcenlh... 


NinetcsitL. 


Twenty-fint 
Twcnly-^iecand. 
Tweitty-third . 
Twcoty-rouTth 

Totali.... 
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33.94     i479 


43^4"      ^,096 


as- OS  I       4^7 

31.29      i,C77       1,041 


354 

4aa 

fii7 


I.M4 

t,6t3 


i«tfla 
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15*95T 

3"^fi5 
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^■ss  Mil 
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*47S 
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J1.15 
a*.  45 
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a4-Sci 
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49,40i     SO,  34 
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£0^510     19.53 


fta.as 

3ST» 
31.03 

35-^4 

35  J3 

94,91 

31.14 
3983 


*4-o? 


S49  54.*>t3     a+.g^       39  5' 

47s   I       35»S^      i&*o      i^-ti 
48,336     a  1. 58      a6.X4 


38.68 


4,369      2,382 


34.26      2,046      2,009 

33-93        a,IX4         1.223 

.  38.40  I  2,234   2,076 


40.  S8  : 
3992 


52X 

243 


499 

239 


33.82  28,727  33,969 


118,728 

1 

19.22 

79.764 

25.18 

58.837 

80.76 

83.4x7 

34.88 

24,330 

20.5T 

11,874 

20.12 
23.01 

.041,886 

33.65  I  3,193   3,185  i  xoi,075  I  3i.6i   26.X7 

1 

29.64         1,211  1,203  61,183        X9.66         24.23 


23.78 


2975 
2534 
2945 
25.08 
24.67 


REMAriCK. 


j  Caatle  Garden  arid  Eniignint  Depot,  3a  ;   Fiftt  Frecinct 
t     Station  >  a  ;'  Twenty -seventh  Prvciitctt  3> 
Second  Precinct  Staucn,  f , 

Fouith  Precinct  St.i[l:ion,  i. 

Fifth  Precinct  Stjition,  7  ;  Trinity  Itifimiarri  j. 

!Citv  PnMm^  i^  ;  Home  of  [ndustr]f  ^  B ;  CcDtn  Street 
Hoffiitalp  103  :  Sixth  Pircciiicrt  Stanon,  ai. 

Seventh  Precinct  StaUun,  t. 

B^i^hth  Preciinct  Station,  6, 

St.  Vincent  HoipitaLH  38 ;  Jeffertnn  Maiiiet  Prison,  5 ; 
Ninih  Precinct  Statmrv*  i ;  Twenty -cii^hth  Precinct 
Stnt^oit,  4  ;  Home  for  Old  Men^  1 ;  5l  Jf«epli'&  Home,  x. 

E»e](  Street  Prison,  ^  :  Tenth  PVecinci  l^aE>on,  6. 

Stn  FrJLncijp'  HQfNpital,  365  ;  Eleventh  Pfecinct  Station,  x. 

Sheltering  Arnu,  t :  New  VotIc  Jtivenilie  Asylum,  1 ; 
Leake  ;U)d  Watn''  Asylum ,  i :  Mag^dalene  Asylum,  3  ; 
Shepherd's  Fulii,  a ;  St>  Luke's  Hame^  t ;  C<jnveijt  of 
die  ^cred  HeauL^  1 ;  Reception  Hospital,  NLnety-nint'h 
Bitreet.  la  ;  Tnbnts*  HwpJtaL  409  :  Soldicn'  Retreat,  7  ; 
New  Vljrk  diy  Asylum  fur  the  Insane,  ti6 ;  fwenty- 
third  Precinct  Station,  a  ;  Colored  Orphan  As\''iim,  13  ; 
Wird'ji  [il^nd.  233  i  Rfmdaira  Island,  ^a  :  flE^wming- 
d*le  Uinitic  Asylum,  47  ;  Twelfth  Prcanct  Station,  x  ; 
Si.  ToBeph^B  AKvlitm^  g  ;  House  of  Mercy,  ^  ;  Idiot 
Acyliim.  RflndaH't  Island.  S  ;  Hou&e  of  GockI  Shepherd, 
7;  Uenf  u)d  I>umb  Anyhim.  n. 

Thirtecneli  Precinct  Station »  1. 

Romui  CcithoUc  Orphan  Asylum,  4  ;  Fotirtsenth  Precinct 
Station,  s- 

Firteenth  Precinct  Staiion^j;  New  Vorle  1n£int  Asyhim.xx. 

Samaritftn  Home  for  the  Aged.  7  ;  Home  for  A^ed 
Hebrews,  x  ;  Trinity  Home,  1 ;  Sixteenth  Precinct 
Station,  a ;  St  Joseph's  Home  for  the  A^red,  35. 

Seventeenth  Precinct  Station.  1  :  New  York  Cvflege  and 
Hospital  for  Women,  3 :  New  York  Infirmary,  4  ; 
Office  of  Commissioners  of  Charities  and  Correction,  i. 

Home  for  Respectable  Aged  and  Indigent  Females,  6 ; 
Shelter  of  the  Holy  Commimion,  i ;  Eighteenth  Pre- 
cinct Stat'on,  I. 

Inebriate  Asylum,  i ;  Presbyterian  Home,  33  ;  German 
Hospital,  63  :  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital.  56 ;  Foundling  Hos- 
pital. 305  r  Home  for_  Aged  Poor.  3  ;  Women^  Hos- 
fital,  18  :  City  Ltuiatic  Asylum,  103  ;  Almshouse,  96  : 
'enitentiary,  15  ;  Small-pox,  388  ;  St.  Joseph's  Indus- 
trial School,  X :  Charity  Hospital,  668  ;  Epileptic  and 
Paralytic  Hospital,  17  ;  Chapin  Home  for  Aged  and 
Infirm,  i  ;  Colored  Home  Hospital,  130;  Nursery  and 
Child's  Hospital,  143;  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  04;  Work- 
house, 13  ;  Fifty-seventh  Street  Prison.  1  ;  Fever  Hos- 
fital,  37 :  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum,  13 ; 
lo^ital  for  Ruptured  and(:ripplea.  10;  Baptist  Home 
for  Aged  and  Infirm.  3  ;  Nineteenth  Precinct  Station,  i. 

St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  21 ;  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  10 ; 
Twentieth  Preanct,  5  ;  Twenty-nintn  Precinct,  i. 

Bellevue  Hospital,  870  ;  in  Ambulances,  9  ;  Morgue,  3  ; 
Home  of  the  Friei.alcss,  i  ;  Twenty-first  Precinct,  x. 

Roosevelt  Hospital.  138 ;  New  York  Iniant  Asylum,  18 ; 
Twenty-second  Precinct  Station.  3. 

House  of  Rest  for  Consumptives,  X3  ;  Home  for  Incur- 
ables. 9  :  Catholic  Protectory,  x. 

Mt.  St.  Vincent's  Academy,  3  ;  Twenty-fourth  Precinct,  x. 


27.57 


Total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 4,758 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 

During  th«  Twelvb  Months  bnding  Dbckmbbr  31,  1875. 


Wards. 


First 

Secood 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh  

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth. . . . 
Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-firet . . . 

Twenty-second. 
Twenty-third . . 
Twenty-fourth . 

Totab. . . 


s. 


3  1 


25 


7 
126 


782 


I  i 


I  i 


6  ! 


16 


19 


36 


x8 
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67 
55 

33 
la 

xa 
7 
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40 

xa 
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36 

63 

24 

xa 

3x 

177 

84 
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3« 

X19 

5X 

ao 

167  I     5M 
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4 
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32 

85 
60 


97 
xxo 


X39 


a89         88 


247  I  53 
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181  30 
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a7x  j  6x 

72  ao 

43  ;  4 


2.329  I     756 


x8 


46 


•s 
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I      25 


«57 
xao 


134 


i 


C        'H 


X7a 
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247  I 
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'49  ! 
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295 

I 
96I 


27  i    348 


3.736  I    X46 


II  I     X16 

X  i        xa 

i  I        ^ 


265 


xao 

3 

aa 

329 

90 

6 

ao 

229 

39  , 

a 

ax 

M7 

ixx  1 

3I 

33 

292 

368   ; 

9I 

58 

93» 

X74 

9I 

38 

476 

19a 


180 

387 

29«  I 

431  ; 


8ax  I 


2,234' 


797 

555 

90a 
285 

xo$ 


1.194     xo»9(H 


309 


67= 


11,73      i.»39       ia*6 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK. — Deaths  from  Small-pox.  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphthbma,  WHOoranc-couai. 
Typhoid  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Diarrhceal  Maladies,  and  other  Zymotic  Dissasis, 
Registered  during  the  Twelve  Weeks  and  Three  Days  ending  Saturday,  Mascb 
38,  1874. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK. — Dbaths  pkom  Small-pox,  Mbaslbs,  Scarlatina,  Difhthbria,  WHOoniic-CocGm 
Typhoid   Fevbk,    Typhus    Fbvbk,   Diarrheal   Maladibs,   and  othbs    Zymotic    Dbbasb, 

RBGISTBRBD  DURING  THB  ThIRTBBN  WbBKS  BNDINC  SATURDAY,  JUNB  aj,   1874. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW   YORK.— Death*    fhom   SwAU-nutt   Ma^viLas^  ScAKi^TtMA,  DiFKTHBictA..    WitoOFCviG-ocinsu 
TvpHQit)  Fevkk,  Tvpmus  Fever,  Cholera,  I^AVitHimAL  Mauldirs,   a3<d  othex  2nwTX 

DlSULASBS^  RSiCIST&RES   DtnilHC  THE  ThIBTHRN  WeeKS  ENDING  SaTVRDAV.  SKTrKMBEE  1^  itf^. 
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130  35.38 

265  47-55 


722 
349 


47-23 
47.28 


46.45 
38.22 
53-65 
58.75 
59-46 


XX3 
14 

«9 
x8o 

123 
X70 


396 
341 

«95 
129 
257 
720 

347 

657 

58s 
357 
644 
156 
73 


Castle  Garden  and  Emigrant  Depoi,  14. 
Second  Precuxrt  Station,  x. 


Fifth  Precinct  Station,  x  :  Trinity  Infirmary,  2. 

( City  Prison,  4  ;    Home  of  Induttry,  x  ;    Centre  Street  Hosplul,  33 ;    Sixth 
(     Precinct  Station,  x. 

Seventh  Precinct  Station,  x. 

St  Vincent's  Hospital,  32  :  Sl  Joseph's  Home,  x. 
Essex  Street  Prison.  3  ;  Tenth  Precinct  Station,  x. 
St  Francis'  Hospital,  63. 

Reception  Hospital,  ooth  street,  16  ;  In&rts'  Hospital.  140 ;  N.  Y.  City  Asylum 
for  the  Insane.  38 ;  Shepherd's  Fold,  x  ;  Colored  Orphan  Asylum.  3  ;  Ward's 
Island.  77  :  Randall's  Island.  4  ;  Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum.  4 ;  Twenty- 
third  Precinct  Station,  i  ;  St  Joseph's  Asylum.  3  ;  Idiot  Asylum.  Randall's 
Island,  3  ;  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  x  :  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  x. 


Fourteenth  Precinct  Station,  3. 
N.  Y.  Infiwit  Asylum,  x. 

( Samaritan  Home  for  the  Aged.  3 :  Sixteenth  Precinct  Station,  x  ;  Trinity  Home, 
\     I  ;  St  Joseph's  Home  for  the  Aged.  5. 

Seventeenth  Precinct  Station,  x  ;  N.  Y.  Infirmary,  i. 

j  Home  for  Respectable  Aged  and  Indigent  Females,  x  ;  Eighteenth  Precinct 
(      Station,  x. 

Inebriate  Asylum,  t ;  PrHtbyteri^  tiamt*  to ;  Gcrtnin  Hoipita],  ^3  ;  Mt. 
Sinai  Hd»|utal,  14:  Foundling  tfwpitai,  E19;  City  Lunntk  A^^^lum^  j?  : 
AlmshouAe,  341  Penitentiiiry,  6,  Small -po*.  68;  Chwitj^  HosgiuU  14%; 
Epiicplic  and  Piralytic  Hospital,  5 ;  Sl  JiHiephV  Indiutrial  School,  t ; 
Cftl'>r(^'i  Hnm«  Htapiul,  j?  ;    Nursery  an  I  Child's  Hospiuh  39  i   Sl  Luke*! 


Hrnpitkt,  19 :  Workhousej  j  ;  Fever  HtjoppitAi,  9  \ 
C  hitpin  Hnm«  for  ibc  Aged  and  Infirn],  1. 


R-  C-  OrpHjtn  Aiylum.  3  j 


St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  4  ;  St  Mary's,  x  ;  Twentieth  Precinct  Station,  x. 

B«llerue  Hoqiital,  an  ;  in  AmbuUmces,  4  ;  Home  of  theFriendless,  x. 

Roosevelt  Hospital.  3a  ;  N  Y.  Infant  Asylum.  7. 

Home  for  Incurables,  4. 

Mt  St  Vincent's  Academy,  x. 


8.509 


48.38 


7.215 


Total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions x.294 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK.— Dbaths  from  Small-pox.  Measles,  Scarlatina,    Diphtheria.  WHOomiG-cocca, 
Typhoid   Fever,  Typhus    Fever,  Diarrhceal   Maladies,  and  other  Zymotic  Dbkasb. 

RECtST^KED    Dl'UlKG    THB  THIRTEEN  WeEKS  AND    FjVK   DaV'S    VnEhiig  SAT^rftDAT,  DSOMBIB    I 

^  ^  1. 
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Remarks. 

72 

33.23 

67 

( Castle  Garden  and  Emigrant  Depot,  i ;   First  Precinct  Sution,  3 ;  Twenty- 
(     seventh  Precinct,  3. 

13 

38.46 

X3 

13 

X3  - 

185 

38.65 

184 

Fourth  Precinct  Station,  x. 

"5 

36.96 

XI3 

Fifth  Precinct  Station,  3. 

i8a 

30.88 

146 

1  Cigr^ison,  3 :    Home  of  Industry,  3 ;    Centre  Street  Hospital,  30 ;   Sixth 

339 

33-33 

339 

236 

39.66 

332 

Eighth  Precinct  Station,  4. 

383 

35.17 

350 

Sl    V^inccni't  Hfflpic*],  aS  :  Jefferson  Market  Prison,  3  ;    Twenty-eighth  Pre- 
cinct Station,  i ;  Nbth  Precinct,  i. 

387 

33.40 

386 

Tenth  PreciJict  Station^  x. 

43» 

24.59 

347 

St.  FmnciA'  HtTwjiUfll.  83  ;  Eleventh  Precinct  Station,  1. 

490 

36.53 

308 

Reception  Hospital,  Ninety-ninth  street.  11 ;  Infants'  Hospital,  38  ;  Soldiers' 
Retreat,  3  ;  N.  Y.  City  Asvlum  for  the  Insane,  43  ;  Colored  Orphan  Asylum, 
X  :  Ward's  Island.  54 ;  Randall's  Island.  25  ;  filoomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum,  3 ; 
Sl  Joseph's  Asylum,  1 ;    House  of  Good  Shepherd,  3 ;    Deaf  ana  Dumb 

.     Asylum,  4. 

30I 

30.84 

30X 

172 

25.58 

168 

R.  C.  Orphan  Asylum,  3  ;  Fourteenth  Precinct  Sution,  i. 

X30 

23.50 

1X5 

Fifteenth  Precinct  Station,  i ;  N.  Y.  Infant  Asylum,  4. 

372 

37.30 

251 

1  Samaritan  Home  for  the  Aged,  4  ;   Home  for  Aged  Hebrews,  x;  Sixteenth  Pre- 
(     cinct,  I :  St  Joseph's  Home  for  the  Aged.  15. 

523 

3«.74 

533 

Eye  Infirmary,  i. 

285 

39.83 

283 

Home  for  RespecUble  Aged  and  Tndigent  Females,  3. 

1.234 

43.87 

625 

Prefibytcnan    Homt.   is;     Gtmuji    Hospital.   16:     Ml    Sinai    Hospital,    0 
FfjundUng  Hospital  jt ;    Baptu^l  Home,  3 ;    Women's  Hospiul,  7  :    City 
Lunatic  Atvlum.   jj  :    Almshouse.  25  ;    Penitentiary,  3  ;    Small-pox,   X51  ; 
Fifty^vcntb  Street    Prison,    i  ^     Charity  Hospital,   179 ;     Epileptic    and 
Paralytic  Hoifiitjil,  7  :   Kint^teetith  Precmct,  i ;  Colored  Home  Hospiul,  30 ; 
NtifMiy  and  Child*  Hospital.  iS  ;   St.  Luke's  Hospital,  25  :    Workhouse.  1  ; 
Fever  Hospital.  8 :  R,  C,   Orphan  Asylum.  4  ;  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and 
Crippled,  3. 

535 

35.51 

536 

St  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  7  ;  St   Mary's,  i ;  Twenty-ninth  Precinct,  x. 

572 

3X.50 

327 

Bellevue  Hospital,  244  ;  in  Ambulance,  i. 

573 

39.27 

543 

RooMvelt  Hospital.  36 ;  N.  Y.  In£amt  Asylum,  3. 

157 

43.67 

15X 

House  of  Rest  for  Consumptives,  4  ;  Home  for  Incurables.  2. 

€4 

32.81 

63 

Ml  St.  Vincent's  Academy,  x  ;  Twenty-fourth  Precinct,  i. 

7.342 

32.63 

6.070 

Total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 1,373 

3i8 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK.— Dbaths  from  Small-pox,  Mkaslbs,  Scarlatina,  Diphthbria«  Whooping-coccb. 
Typhoid  Fbvkr.  Typhus  Fbvbr,  Diarrhceal  Maladies,  and  other  Zymotk  Dbbasb. 
Registered  during  the  Twelve  Weeks  and  Two  Days  ending  Saturday.  Maki  tj, 
1875- 
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Remarks. 


Castle  Garden  and  Emigrant  Depot,  t. 


Fourth  Precinct  Station,  2. 

Trinity  Infirmary,  6. 

City  Prison,  2  ;  Centre  Street  Hospital,  19. 

Seventh  Precinct  Station,  z. 

Eighth  Precinct  Station,  x. 

St.  Vincent's  Hoq>ital,  23. 

Essex  Street  Prison  x. 

St.  Francis'  Hospital,  79. 


548  1 

s.e 

28.97 

556  ' 

318 

32.87 

589  i 

547     1 

27-75 

>59 

>52 

36,11 

1 
71     1 

7' 

35.36 

f  Reception  Hospital.  99th  street,  10 :  Infants'  Hospital,  45  ;  Soldiers'  Retreat,  2  ; 
;  N.  Y.  City  Asylum  for  the  Insane.  42  ;  Colorea  Orphan  Asylum,  2  ;  Ward's 
I  j  Island,  ^8  ;  Randall's  Island,  30 ;  Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum,  6  ;  Shel- 
tering Arms,  I  :  St  Joseph's  Asylum,  3  :  House  of  Refuge,  x  ;  House  of 
Mercv,  1 ;  House  of  Good  Shepherd,  8  ;  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  3  ;  Leake 
and  Watts'  Orphan  Home,  z  ;  Homoeopathic  Ho^ital,  1. 


Fourteenth  Precinct  Station,  2. 
N.  Y.  Infant  Asylum,  5. 
'     St.  Joseph's  Home  for  the  Aged,  5. 

Home  for  Respectable  Aged  and  Indigent  Females,  10. 

'  Presbyterian  Home,  8  ;  German  Hospital.  22  ;  Mt  Sinai  Hoq>ital,  23  ;  Found- 
ling Hospital,  54  ;  Women's  Homital,  6  ;  City  Lunatic  Asylum,  z8  ;  Alms- 
house, 17  :  Penitentiary,  8 ;  Smalf-pox,  217  ;  Cniirity  Horoital,  19X  ;  Epileptic 
and  Paralytic  Hospital,  5  ;  Colorea  Home  Hcspital,  34  ;  Nursery  and  Child's 
Hospital,  25  ;  St.  Luke's  Ho^ital.  33  ;  Workhouse,  xo  :  Fever  HospitaJ,  9  ; 
K.  C.  Orphan  Asylum,  X2  ;  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and  Crippled,  6 ;  Chaptn 
Home,  3  :  Nineteenth  Precinct  Station,  i. 

St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  x  ;  Twentieth  Precinct  Station,  i. 

IBellevue  Hospita^  3v> :  Home  of  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  3  ;  Steamer 
Bellevue,  2  ;  N.  Y.  Medical  College  and  Hospital  for  Women,  i ;  Home  of 
the  Friendless,  i  ;  Steamer  Minnahannock,  1. 

Roosevelt  Hospital,  37  ;  N.  Y.  Infant  Asylum,  5. 

House  of  Rest  for  Consumptives,  4  ;  Home  for  Incurables,  3. 


7.530    I    6,190    ,      25.14 


Total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions i>340 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK. — Deaths  from  Small-pox,  Mbaslbs,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria.  WHOoraiG^DCiai. 
Typhoid  Fever.  Typhus  Fever,  Diarrheal  Maladies,  and  othkk  Zymotk  Dbeasc, 
Registkred  during  the  Thirteen  Weeks  ending  Saturday,  June  36,  1875. 
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CbmIc  GandcQ  and  Etnigrafit  Depots  ii« 


TVbtty  Infmniiry,  ]» 

City  Pruon,  3  ;  Moidc  of  Ipdustry,  3  ;  CeatfC  Street  HoapitaL  id. 

Sevcrtih  Precinct  St<ition,  1* 


Ejghth  Frednct  Station,  1. 

{St,  Vmoea^i  Hcaptta],  ^t : 


jc^crsGXt   Market  Pmon,   1  ;    ^iniji   Precimtt 


Sfiif 


3I*SO 


Sl  Ffancis  HcHpttBl,  74. 

Recepdcm  HcwpiLi),  99th  street,  15  ;  tnfaijis^  Hospital,  107  ;  Soldi  en'  Retreat^ 
a;  N.  Y.  City  A^Ryltuin  for  the  Insane.  37;  SndtcrinK  Arms.  1  ;  Colored 
Orphaxi  A&yliini»  7  :  Ward'<j  hlnndr  jfi  ;  RaRd^Ul's  Uland.  ti  ;  Bloom  ingdale 
Lunatic  Ajylutn,  9  i  House  of  Mercy;  t  ;  'St.  Joeeph's  Asyliutip  2  ;  Home  of 
Refuge,  t  ;  Idiot  Aivium,  Randall V  liland.  t.  N.  Y,  Juvenile  Asylum*  i ; 
Udiod  Home  and  School  t  j  House  of  Good  hhepherd,  ?. 


R.  C  Oipluui  AsyluiD,  i ;  Fourteenth  Precinct  St»tioo,  i, 
N,  Y.  Ipfunt  Afylum,  t ;  Ptioteiuni  H^lf-orphan  Aiylum,  i- 
Samaritan  Home  for  the  Aged,  a ;  St.  Joseph's  HoEue  for  the  A|^,  3. 
Seventeenth  Ptvcinct  Station,  t. 

Home  for  Respectable  A^ed  and  Indigoit  Female^  j  ;  Pbtter*!  Home,  i, 

'  Presbyterian  Home,  5;  German  Hospital^  94;  ML  Stnat  Hospital,  19: 
Foundling  Ha«pitaL{39  ;  Women':?  Hofpita],  3  j  City  Lunatic  Asylum,  35  t 
Almshome,  33  ;  Peiirtcntiary,  10  ;  Smallvpox*  ^41 ;  Charity  Hospital,  j6t  ; 
&>ilepdc  and  Pira lytic:  HcKpital.  3  ;  Nineteenth  Precinct  Station,  2  :  Baptist 
Home<  4  ;  Colored  Home  Hosnital,  44  ;  Nureery  and  Child'*  Hoipiul,  1:6  ; 
St.  Luke's  Ho((pitaL  3B  :  Workhouse,  1  ;  Fever  Hospital,  6  ;  R.  C  Orphan 
A-^lum,  3  ;  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and  Cnppled,.  i  :  Home  for  A^ed 
Females,  %, 

!Home  for  Aged  Poor,  t ;  St  EJtiabeth'a  Hospital,  6  ;  Sl  Vincent*?  de  Paul,  t  ; 
Twentieth  Prednct  Station^  j  ;  Tweaity-ainth  Precinct  Station,  i ;  Orphan 
Asylum,  i. 


I  Bcllevue  Ho^ital,  3ti :   in  AmbulaidbeSt  3  ; 
\     Steamer  en  route  to  kbnd*  u 


{Roosevelt  Hoa^itah  it  ; 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK.— Dbaths  from  Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphthkria,  Whootoi&cdcgb. 
Typhoid  Fbvbr,  Typhus  Fever.  Diarrhceal  Maladies,  and  othbs  Zymotic  UoEAsa, 
Rbgistbrbd  during  the  Thirteen  Weeks  ending  Saturday.  Sbptbmbkk  as,  1875. 
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C««tte  Gutleii  and  Etai^rauit  Bepot*  5. 

Fourth  Prednci  Stadan,  i . 

Fiftli  Pfecioct  StAlJOPi  i ;  Trinity  tnfinnary^  5. 

[City  Prijsoflg  4  ;    Home  of  iDdustry^  2  ;   Centre  StreA  Ho^iEal,  9  :    SUtli  Pre- 


Etgtidi  Precioct  Statloni  n. 

{St.  Vmcent'i  Hit4pita].  39^ ;  Tweotf-dghib  E^ocinct  StutJOD^  i ;  Heme  for 
Aged.  I. 

Tenth  PrecmctStatkn)*  3  ;  Lndlnw  Streei  Jail,  1, 

Sl  Ft^ncts'  HoapiuU  57 ;  Eleventh  Precinct  Statba,  r* 

Reception  KcRpitiLK  99th  4treet<^  7  i  Infanix'  HospitaL  isl :  Sotdien'  RetRUt,  n  ; 
N.  V.  City  Asylum  for  the  Ensane,  j8  i  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  3  ;  WflTd'i 
t&land,  63  :  RvindAUS  Ifbjid,  4  ,  Bloom ingdilt  Lunatic  A-^ylum,  5  :  Twelfth 
Precinct  St^tjon*  *  ;  Sl.  JoKph'i  As^ylliuD,  a  i  House  of  ReBige,  1  *,  Jdiot 
Asylum,  RjsmdaJJ'&  Iikad,  3  ;  Htimc  a[  Good  Shepherd,  a  j  ffonuBopathic 
Hospital.  I. 


Fourtcentli  Precinct  StAtioti,  i. 
Fifteenth  Precinct  Station^  i ;  N.  Y. 
St,  Joieph'i  Home  for  the  Aged,  $. 
Sevvnteefith  Pteciact  SCACion,  l 


lo&at  Aaylum,  4* 


Preshyterioit  H^cnc,  B ;  Gennan  Rcapita!,  iS  ■  Mt.  Siiuii  Hospital,  13 ; 
Foundling  Hospital,  105 ;  City  Lunacic  Asylufn^  40 ;  Almshouse,  06 ; 
Penitentiary,   %:    Small-poEr   163;    Cliarity  Hospiikt.  187;    Epileptic  aad 


Paralytic  Hrispital,  1  ;  Nineteenth  Precinet  Stan  on. 


u^hapm  Home,  i  ; 
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Cobrcd  Home  Hospitalj  99  ■  Nun^ry  and  Child's  Hospitat  3?  :  St,  Luke*! 
Hospital,  34;  WorkhDuse,  11;  Children's  Foid<  i;  Fever  Ho&picalp  B; 
R   C.  Orphan  Atyktm,  3  '.  Hospital  for  Rttptur«d  and  Crippled,  3. 

I  St    Eliobcth'i  Hi*piul,   3^    St.   Mary'*  H«pttal»   i:   Twentieth  Precbct 
1     Station,  t  \  Twenty -ninth  Precinct  Staliosn,  t. 

Belle vue  Hc»pi^l,  164  ;  in  Ambulances,  %* 

i  RooscveU  Hos^pital,  39  :    Old  Ladies*  Hofne^  i :   N.  Y.  In&nt  Asyluca,  t ; 
\     Twenty  secorrtl  Precmct  Station,  9. 


E  House  of  lt«t  for  Consumptive^  3  ; 
Precinct  Station,  1, 

Ml  St.  Vincent's  Academy,  i. 


Home  fcr  Inouableit,  j  -.   Thirty-wcoDd 


Total  Death* in  Public  I nstituuciiii  .,.,...,.*..,..«,„.,,„«,,.......  1,313 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

NEW  YORK. — DsATHS  fkom  Small-pox,  Mrasles.  Scarlatina,  Diphthbkla,  WHOorofC-ooccB, 
Typhoid  Fbver,  Typhus  Fbvkr,  Diarkhceal  Maladiss,  and  othsx  Zymotic  Dskj^bs. 
Rbcistbred  during  the  TniRtEEN  Weeks  and  Six  Days  ending  Fridav,  Dbcsmrek  jl, 
1875- 
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CasUc  GgLTden  and  Emicnuit  Depoir  |. 

Houtti  d  Relief,  Chajiib«r&  su-eet,  13,. 

Trinity  InlinnAry,  a^ 

City  Prisoo,  5  ;  Hdme  ot  Tudiutry,  j. 

^     Eighth  Precmct  Station^  2. 


\  f  bt  VlDcent^A  Hospital,  94  ;   HfinwIbrOUl  H««iid  Afcd  Conplo^  1 ;  ffioiib 
'  \     Pvecinct  Station,  i. 

{acx  Street  Pn»3i.  i. 
St.  Franck*  HapLtal,  £9. 

Rec^ptioct  HofijHtal,  90th  siTMt,  7  :  tn^la^  Hospital,  7S :  N.  Y.  City  Asylum 
frsr  ihc  [n!>anc.  37  ;'Homa:opathic  Hospital^  r8  ;  Colored  Orphan  Asyluni^  1 ; 
Ward'a  [idand.  35  ;  Randall '«  Lsknd,  t ;  1  wctity-tbird  Precinct  Station,  i  ; 
House  of  Refuse,  i  :  Idiqt  Asylwn,  Emi dalles  Iiland,  3  ^  N.  Y.  Juvenile 
Awlutn,  I :  Hotise  of  Good  Shepherd,  a  ;  Deal  and  Dumb  Asylum,  t :  St. 
Luke's  Old  Ladies'  Home,  2. 


Lyinf -id  Ajy]iim«  1 ;  Fnurteenth  Precinct  Station,  1. 
I     F-ttleenth  f  recinqt  S^oSh  1  ;  N.  V.  Infant  Asylum.  5, 
I     Home  Tot  the  BUncJ*  t  ;  St.  josepj^'i  Home  for  the  Agedp  5. 

I    Seventeenth  Precinct  StaciDti.  i  ^  Eye  In&rmary,  i. 

{Home  for  Respe^^l^bie  A^cd  and  Indiaeat  Fcjna!c».  >;  Eiffhteteitli Predna 
Suitkm.  I ;  HomcEopathie  College,  1. 
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f  Preibyterian  Hctne,  8:  GeTmsui  Hotipital.  30:  Mt.  Siiiai  HoBptial,  15; 
FoundJiii^  Hi^pital,  60  ;  Orphan  Ai^y'tim.  t  ;  Worn  en  ^a  HdEpital^  6  ;  City 
Limatic  Asylum^  iS  ;  Alm^iiousc^  a6  ;  Penitentiary,  6;  Snu^D-pOi,  115: 
Blind  Asylum,  i  ;  Charity  HfinpiiU),  149  :  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospical, 
I  '.  Home  for  Aced  Hebrew*.  ^  ;  Catored  Home  Hospital,  34  ;  Nursery  Mid 


Chjld'i  HcKpitaT»  ad  :   St.  Luke^s  Hcipital.  39  ;    Workhouse,  la  ;    Chapm 
Home,  T  ;  Fever  Hospital.  10 ;  R.  C.  Orphan  Atyluta,  a. 


Nursery  m 
I  a  :    Cnapi 


St,  Elaabelh**  Hmpiul  3  :  Sl  Mary's,  i. 
Bellevue  Hoipitai,  i&Tt ;  in  AmbuUuice,  i. 
Roosevelt  Hospital,  47  ;  N.  Y.  InJanc  Asylum,  7 ;  Home  for  Old  JUdia,  1- 

Housc  of  Rest  for  Consuniptives^  4  ;  Home  for  Incurabtes,  3. 

[  <  Catholic  Protectory,  i ;  Mt.  Sl  Vmccnt'i  Academy^  t ;  Tbirty-thiifd  Preciact 
I  I     Station,  x. 
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Toul  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 1,106 


326 
ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MORTALITY  IN  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  1874. 


Classes  op  Causks  and  cbktain  Zymotic  Diseases. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MORTALITY  IN  SECOND  QUARTER  OF  1874. 

Classes  op  Causes  and  cbktain  Zymotic  Diseases. 


DtSBA&ES. 
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Cerebro-n>inal  fever '  97 

Diarrhoea!  diseases 306 

EjTstpelas. 60 

Gout '  I 
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Cancer ,  9a 

Phthisis. j  1,055 

Diseases  of  nervous  system . . :  668 
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Pneumonia {  685 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MORTALITY  IN  THIRD  QUARTER  OF  1874. 

Cl\ssbs  op  Causes  and  csrtain  Zymotic  Diskasbs. 


DiSKASBS. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MORTALITY  IN  FOURTH  QUARTER  OF  1874. 

Classes  op  Causes  and  certain  Zymotic  Diseases. 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 
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NEW  YORK  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

AND  3/7  Wbeks  ending  Satukpay,  March  28.  1874. 


a- 

- 

Total 

Uhdiiji 

5  VlAftS. 

ft— 

10- 

IS— 

ao- 

»5— 

3ft- 

9> 

F. 

39 

St 

M. 

F. 

H. 

F. 

F. 

M. 
"» 

F. 
<9 

3a 

F. 

37 

54 

F. 
S7 

M.U. 

54a 

449 

6t 

66 

»7 

57        50 

31 

J* 

li 

17 

48* 

399 

J7 

ss 

>S 

n 

ii« 

w 

3* 

SI 

«i 

«i 

4t       i* 

♦a 

S3 

«# 

«7 

46s 

4^5 

44 

S4 

t3 

17 

»t 

30 

33 

5* 

JO 

» 

49       S9 

143 

"1 

8t 

01 

i^t 

i»»73 

14a 

,7a 

4* 

47 

66 

69 

iffi 

14J 

163 

j  t?7 

IS4      i^ 

a  26 

"-7* 

i.sS 

t.aS 

-J5fi 

ao,r9 

3.34 

3,Bt 

•7S 

*74 

1.04 

1.0$ 

t.6i 

j,a3 

i.€j 

*.Bd 

1 

..43    »,S3 

^56 

169 

a,?64 

330 

W 

*3S 

=43 

34^ 

3M 

4.0s 

=  .56 

43.W 

S-oS 

1^47 

a*ij 

S-fl4 

5-4^ 

4.96 

FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  Etc— (Coftiinu^d), 


ftft™ 

TO- 

Ta- 

m- 

UB-^ 

^Q^ 

95- 

IQQ 

Ul*WAK£KS. 

Total             i 

|i 

M. 

f/ 

5f. 

F. 

ll. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Bl 

R 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

=9 

*9 

90 

3fi 

«D 

•4 

6 

la 

9 

6 

3 

i 

,. 

f* 

1 

.. 

•■>« 

t*otS  ^  3.179 

4S 

33 

ii 

33 

IS 

^4 

a 

18 

9. 

11 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

'^* 

990^3,064 

"9 

3fl 

37 

>8 

B 

ij 

a 

17 

3 

II 

t 

3 

.. 

I 

-' 

I 

w. 

J.oM 

..»«s 

103 

r-63 

7S 

t,i8 

1    W 
1  33 

.6a 

as 

^7 
■74 

to 
,z6 

•44 

6 

9 

a 
,03 

s 

I 
.01 

3.S99 

J.M9 

6,^fl8 

'35 

■*i3 

5*.  13 

47*7 

.... 

x«3 

«7* 

106 

69 

3a 

15 

3 

3 

6,3^ 

■'■■ 

*.S9 

3,71 

t.6« 

t.09 

.€0 

^*3 

-54 

.04 

100,00 

.... 

li 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF 

In  QuiNqubnnial  Pxkiods,  Dntnc  m 


1               Nativity.              I 
■  Colokksl 

1 
Veak. 

1— 

1 

F.       If. 

40(        19 

4*5       3* 
3»1          6 

91 

•*0 

H 

979 
34" 

974 

13-65 

3(13 

*43 
«9S 

*o.6i 

117 

317 
4S4 

F.  j  H  ''  F,  1 

1 
Fcwr  weeks  ending  April  15. .  *  * .  -      706       6  Jfl       411 

FiTe      -          -        M»y  ja '    «s*       7*3       509 

Four     "          ■'       joocaj. 663       583       315 

9S       43     «S 

TntaL  l^v  Se*^ 3,*t4      1,444   1   1,^^^ 

lAi     tH  'i«l 

Percentage  of  Dcalhs  in  eachl 
period  of  lift  and  by  SeMi  oa  [    313.89    «9.69    19,16 
Tot»l  Mor;alit>'  of  Qtiartcr. .,) 

i^KS 

% 

*■-  '•-,'^' 

TotiJ  of  both  Sena........         4.163              3*385 

II& 

1.5B9 

579         m    1 

'^T-^i.Jll'QtSSrr!'       *3.»«       1        3«.^ 

1.77 

j^.itf 

8.a4 

4-4* 

DEATHS  m  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 


35- 

4«- 

43— 

ftO- 

»5- 

60-    , 

MoyfTHS, 

M. 

F. 

IC. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.    i  M. 

F. 

«.lr. 

ss 

45 

51 

19 

64 

37 

54 

36  ,     49 

39 

1 

Kiv Mfiy  30..... 

77 

6« 

I. 

58 

70 

5* 

70 

40  1     4* 

4^ 

43      J» 

Kuur     '*         "^       JiiM  nf 

45 

so 

W 

44 

3S 

30 

49 

"s ;  ^ 

46 

»7      « 

i'otMl  bv  Sejin. , >.  - ' 

iflo 

t6i 

»74 

141 

169 

119 

^3 

99      to* 

H 

i<Hi    H 

ueriii  1  f»f  hfff  null  by  Rene*  «i 
Tu»nl  Monahiy  tjf  guartcr.,,  ) 

'-75 

3.V5 

a. 66 

1 

a*iS 

t.^a 

[.i4 

9.64 

1.51    t.63 

1,30 

1 

TgMaftfbolhSeitff 

341 

1     3.3 

asa 

37»        ^        19' 

193 

S.3t 

1     *■'' 

4.40 

4.15      j       *-9a      ' 

3 

1       '^94 

r# 
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NEW  YORK  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

Thirtbkn  Weeks  ending  Saturday,  June  27,  1874. 


»^ 

*— 

Total 

Uhdek 

5  YtA»s. 

a-- 

141^ 

1ft- 

HO— 

»»- 

30— 

M. 

F. 

U. 

F 

H. 

F. 

U. 

r 

M. 

F. 

M, 

,    F- 

M, 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

46 

^ 

a« 

■3 

4*fl 

w 

51 

63 

'5 

"4 

wa 

ai 

35 

SI 

4S 

67 

e. 

65 

iB 

40 

31 

3* 

57* 

47* 

59 

61 

33 

li 

3a 

351 

SI 

SO 

79 

5<i. 

fi. 

U 

^ 

?6 

17 

at 

4*9 

409 

57 

4S 

*4 

*3 

aj 

S« 

4* 

4* 

45 

5* 

4« 

4$ 

119 

94 

7* 

7« 

t.S43 

1.^75 

tS? 

17s 

<Ss 

5i 

« 

7« 

»a 

^43 

169 

^77 

iGS 

174 

i,7r 

1-44 

i.id 

t.i« 

n-s^ 

'9^47 

ajj 

,.67 

,99 

.64 

1,14 

l.IO 

1^95 

2,i« 

..5B 

a.70 

3-57 

B.66 

306 

15a 

ijBtS 

34a 

%*& 

*4T 

»7i 

346 

343 

3-"S 

»*3» 

41^  "53 

S-JW 

1,83 

fl,a4 

4^»3 

S.^fl 

i  as 

FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  Etc,- [ConHnu^d). 


1 

eft- 

to- 

7lt- 

§0—      ]     »ft- 

•0- 

»S— 

100 

AMD 
UrWAKM. 

Total 

Snm 

1 

M. 

F. 

ll. 

»7 
tft 

F 
39 

1.54 

M.,F. 

7 
»9 

F 

17 

4 

M,    F. 

3 



F. 

J 

t 

U.  1    F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

1^ 

15 
33 
]« 

31 

'79 

3 
3 

« 

*■ 

1 

f-A37 
»i3S9 

97» 

ii039 
S87 

iij.17* 
a.507 
t.»6s 

84 
1.^ 

fit 
.93 

33 

3 

»7 

3 

1 

4 

3^474 

3p074 

«.mB 

i-=4 

'44 

*s« 

.oe 

,j< 

.^     .T7 

.08 

.ofi 

- 

-OB 

S3'«5 

«.„ 

,,., 

«<ss 

t7» 

113 

52 

« 

16 

S 

I 

*.548 

"-- 

2.5a 

a. 7a 

1.7a              .94 

-34 

■^3 

0,8 

.04              iDo.go 

.,- 

■^ 

^                                  DEATHS  IN  THE  CUT 

^^M                                                   MOMTHt, 

Nativitv. 

COM»tXB, 

Ybah. 

1-* 

1 

1^ 

1 

vnnwo     1 

STAlTtt. 

PORRJ^It. 

1 

M. 

r. 

M. 

P. 

39 
13 

F. 

33 

aa 

410 
"J55 

31 'io 

341 

1.673 

^ ' 

19*65 

134 

497 

14}' 

5*77 

IL 

4S 
S 

a 

^^H                   Four weeki  oidipg  July  95..* »,. 
^^H                   Five                          Aug,  ^9...... 

^^m                   Four                         Sept  96...... 

^^m                            Tola]  by  Sexes ,, 

^^^B                    PcrcenU^e  of  DciithiL  in  each) 
^^H                        Total  Mortality  of  QuiLrtcr. , .  ) 

^H                             T<ibdorbotbS«xB... 

^^^H                    Percetit»ge  of  both   Sexes   on  i 
^^M                      T<i^  Mortality  ofpuarter. . .  i 

1*077 

itost 

i,aa3 

733 

348 
♦47 
3« 

3« 

4>« 
33^ 

3.'»74 

J^S 

14067 

65 

ril 

3fi-47 

35,33 

t%.&f 

ta.S4 

.7* 

1 

1 

6.»79 

ipafo 

i»              3«5a7 

9« 

1 

7J'79 

ad.ii 

1.56             41,4s 

1 

IX. 61 

>S3      ■ 

^V                                                                                    DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  KEV%*  YOR£  J 

^^^B                                                        MoZfTHS. 

an- 

40- 

49- 

SO- 

55- 

1 

il. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F* 

35 

100 

i.ta 

IL 

39 

t39 

i,fi3 

F, 

17 
4fl 

34 

t.ad 

■9 

34 
toa 

I -If 

P. 

^^1                    Ftre                          Anga^ 

^^B                   FmiT     *'                 Sept  26. 

»3 

48 
6« 

57 

46 

31 
35 

50 
7* 
45 

1.96 

H 

.87 

n 

m 
h 

.1 

17^ 

171 

iSa 

t09 

^^^B                     Fereentage   pf  Deaths   in   eachi 
^^^B                          period  of  life  And  by  ^xci!  on  > 
^^H                       Tacal  MoTtaU  ty  of  Qtmrter . . .  | 

^H                             TcMal  of  botih  Sexes 

r                              Pei-coilage    of  both    Sexes  oal 
B Toul  Monility  of  Quarter. . .  J 

a.  10 

( 

a*oi 

1*79 

i.ao 

1      - 

354 

1*7 

^a 

i7« 

^11 

4*11 

a.99 

3.14 

3,91 

3.06 

t 

- 

^^^^^       fl 
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NEW  YORK  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

Wrkxs    ending    Saturday,    September    a6.    1874. 


2— 

4— 

Total 
Undsr 

4   VBAStL 

5- 

to- 

1»- 

ae- 

»5— 

aow 

M,  1    F. 

M,      F. 

u. 

F, 

U. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  ,    F. 

1 

"^ 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

r. 

30 

^ 

33 

18 

89-1  877 

S* 

4* 

sA 

14 

»fl       .3 

. 

3" 

45 

4* 

M 

44 

4* 

30 

94 

n 

i,(M  .  i.P" 

4* 

♦ts 

31 

9D 

38        35 

i* 

4* 

*3 

74 

30 

66 

31 

3t 

M 

« 

673       S64 

S« 

49 

17 

8 

IS   1     » 

39 

4fi 

4» 

4S 

S3 

4S 

i  .-1 

79 

71 

63 

a.679 

a.4Sa 

M. 

'37 

64 

41 

«, 

es 

lis 

y|P, 

T49 

ifis 

15a 

"S5 

T.ai 

'93 

■83 

^74 

3i"^i 

-- 

'-f4 

I.«9 

^75 

*4* 

1 
-PS     .ii 

J  59 

1,5a 

t.7S 

1*54 

i.Bfi 

t.aa 

I&l 

»3* 

5.131 

aBs 

tQ6 

fjo 

S65 

3U        1 

313 

a,  14 

1.57 

60,30 

33* 

J    3+ 

1.76 

3,11 

3.69 

• 

3.68 

FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  Etc.— {Ctm/imi^d). 


es™ 

TO— 

75- 

BO^ 

8«- 

00- 

a&- 

AND 

Dpwarm. 

Total 

BV 

M. 

F. 

31 

M. 

F. 

14 

F. 

M-       F. 

M. 

3 

F. 

M. 

F. 

H. 

F. 

M- 

r 

M. 

F. 

II 

17 

as 

at 

» 

13 

5 

a 

3 

-  1     ' 

^^ 

1.4*5 

1.35^ 

^^777 

36 

31 

*4 

IS 

'3 

37 

It 

r* 

6 

e 

a 

1 

4 

.. 

t 

**793 

1,65a 

3^3 

»3 

15 

19 

^ 

11 

7t 

I 

w 

I 

s 

., 

3 

.'„ 

,. 

3 

ip«t9 

1,070 

..aa? 

7a 

67 

•' 

69 

3» 

n 

H 

4^ 

9 

19 

4 

f 

»  1    5 

- 

4 

4.437 

4.07" 

S*S09 

.«4 

■" 

.« 

,8r 

*^S 

.93 

\ 

.16     ,4a 

1       ■ 

.OS 

,oa 

1 

- 

.05 

51-14 

47W 

"" 

»39 

*3a 

117 

55 

98 

ti 

7 

4 

8-509 



1.63 

J, 55 

t'37 

-64 

»33 

13 

.og     1 

■  cs 

too, 00 

,.., 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF 

In  Quinquennial  Periods,  ihxking  the  Tbhtid 


Nativitv. 

r«ir 

Undeb 

1 
Yeaie. 

1 

« 

liOtfTKS* 

VHtVED 
STATES. 

PnHKIGK. 

*-     . 

U 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.      F. 

M. 

r. 

M.     F. 

Firt  weda  endiflf  Oct.  31- 

Foitf3/7"        '*      Dec,  31 

gi6 
TOO 

B57 
757 

460 

4f» 

m 

4*3 

18 
w 

9« 

t8 
3> 

348 
*43 
317 

371 

t49 

119 

til 

90 

6»     51 

Tottl  bySews*..... 

=.47i 

«,^ 

1.371 

i*>3* 

74 

di 

90a 

6» 

3SS 

3« 

uA 

'6S 

period  of  life  and  by  S&Jtm  cm 
Totil  Monaliiy  of  Quarttr- . . 

33 -7S 

30.7a 

i«,65 

16. 7« 

I.W 

.83 

"37 

II.  17 

4-B3 

4.» 

3'<* 

us 

TotrfofbothScxa,......- 

4.73» 

^.«04 

"35 

i,7»i 

676 

I9> 

P*re«jc*ge  of  both  Stjiei  onl 
T*<al  Morality  of  Quarter. . .  J 

fi*^S3 

15**7 

1-84 

'3-54 

s>.» 

in 

1 

DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 


Months. 


Five  weeks  ending  Oct  31. . 
Four  "  "  Nov.  a8. . 
Four  5/7"        "       Dec.  31.. 


Total  by  Sexes. 


Percentage  of  Deaths  in  each  J 
period  of  life  and  by  Sexes  on  > 
Total  Mortality  of  Quarter. . .  ) 


Total  of  both  Sexes. 


Percentage  of  both    Sexes   on) 
Total  Mortality  of  Quarter. . . ) 


35— 


ao9 


a.85 


F. 


xBo 


a- 45 


389 


178 


W, 


166 


i.£8 


a.  96 


»*7J 


30t  I        9^ 


4,  to        I        4.03 


M. 


t74 


uS 


i-» 


396 


1.74 


to8 


H.  I  F. 


44       37 
43      *« 

«J      Hi 


1,47 


136  33J8 


I, €7  M7 


3^ at      i      J. 14 
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NEW  YORK  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 


AND  5/7  Weeks  ending  Thursday,  December  31,  1874. 


3— 

4— 

llOTAl, 
UWUEII 

ft— 

10— 

15— 

BO— 

fl&— 

30- 

M. 

F. 

M,  i    F, 

M. 

F 

U. 

F. 

H. 

F. 

M, 

F, 

M. 

?, 

M. 

F. 

M,      F 

39 

3a 

j6. 

ji« 

631 

6^ 

^ 

69 

*4 

dO 

3<S 

■« 

&5 

*» 

65 

«9 

f4        61 

4£> 

44 

310 

3* 

4*4 

437 

fis 

61 

U 

,6 

*S 

f« 

*> 

40 

59 

5* 

73       45 

51 

41 

3» 

4fl 

«ii4 

484 

1    53 

83 

■l: 

» 

34 

«3 

M 

69 

57 

6ci 
£8x 

«j  60 

t3» 

1S9 

9fl 

m 

1,719 

».S»4 

ifta 

ai3 

«» 

J* 

*5 

7*» 

150 

tsi 

t«i 

»J3 

t66 

I. So   1. 61 

1 

**33 

i*3S 

a3'4i 

».j* 

51.5* 

3.90 

.B3 

^7* 

I  16 

•*S 

a. 04 

a.fi6 

a.46 

=1.46 

3. 17    1.86 

1 

nt 

j      m 

3i*43 

401 

tt6 

155 

KOI 

Jfe 

399 

3-*i 

1.68 

44-*T 

5-4fi 

i.Si 

a^,ii 

4'W 

4-91 

5^43 

FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  Etc.— {Cantinu^d). 


6fl— 

?0~ 

7B^ 

80- 

85- 

00-^ 

95- 

100 

UpwAJtDS, 

Total 

1 

1^ 

M. 

'• 

M. 

F, 

M, 

F 

H, 

F, 

H. 

R 

M. 

r. 

U. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

5*7 

^ 

» 

39 

>1 

91 

6 

tl 

5 

5 

I 

5 

I 

J 

t 

+  - 

t*37« 

1,161 

3,637 

»a 

a6 

*3 

3IS 

ai 

ao 

9 

H 

3 

If 

J 

3 

I 

a 

.. 

,, 

ipiig 

1,011 

3,130 

3* 

*9 

3« 

43 

■t 

*4 

10 

19 

d 

It 

" 

5 

1 

1 

■■ 

*.3S5 

I,MO 

=^575 

fti 

«[ 

74 

107 

35 

6S 

n 

54 

M 

3? 

3 

"3 

3 

6 

I 

" 

3-is^ 

3,49s 

7.34= 

1*10 

t.io 

1.D1 

..4fi 

'7S 

as 

J4 

*f4 

.19 

^37 

•*H 

.iS 

'O4 

*q8 

.(« 

- 

'' 

—  - 

169 

lit 

IK 

79     j 

4< 

16 

9 

I 

7*M= 

■"■ 

9, 

PS 

»'47 

i,«g 

I.Qfl 

*se 

.za 

.13 

,01 

iqO.OO 

— 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF 

In    Quinqusnnial    Pkriods,    Dcnuxc  m 


NA-nvmr. 

Ccjuonap. 

Uhsss 

I 
Yeah. 

1 

9~ 

tJHTTED 

FOKMMGJt. 

u. 

F.        M. 

F. 

»1 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M.  i  r.  I 

i 

M. 

r^ 

FimQuvter. 

Second  Qiutter 

Third  Quarter. ...,  ^  ....«*,>.  * 

a,iKi 

3.910 

31*74 
--478 

1^4 

.,260 

1.17* 

»<a5S 

1*161 
«*37* 

'*o79 

<ss 

74 

7«       447 
908       Sao 

4*7 
3SS 

3fli 

»6 

i*7 

1^ 

Fourth  OVfltrttTr  - 1  -   T    -  T  -   -  * 

Total  far  Ye**. ......... 

a  ita 

4^ 

4*Soft 

»S' 

,56 

4*44  S    Ml4 

ti4T9 

>*^» 

69a 

^ 

-«9>i,-^ 

Tata]  boih  Sexes 

19.3 

SI 

9*i 

76 

s* 

57 

«.a79 

3,e 

iB 

"419 

DEATHS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 


MotlTAUTV  HV  QUARTIRS. 

35— 

4«- 

4a- 

Ba- 

9S— 

1 
1 

M, 

F, 

M. 

R 

M. 

F. 

iiB 

tig 

SCB 

»3P 

rn. 

<7J 
"74 

F. 

M.       r 

H. 

f 

Fim  Quuter, ,., 

i6a 
180 

159 
174 

17S 
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NEW  YORK  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

Year    ending    Thuksdav.    DacsuBBR    31.    1874. 
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AN  ABSTRACT  EXHIBITING  THE  ANNUAL  COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  III 
FIVE  CONSECUTIVE  YEARS. 

By  Classes  of  Causes  and  from  Twenty-two  of  the  Principal  Diseases. 


Diseases. 


1871. 


Zymotic  diseases 8,364 

C(»i8titutional  diseases 6,263 

Local  diseases 9,a8o 

Developmental  diseases x>7^5 

Deaths  by  violence 


Total  deaths. 


Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Croup 

Whooping  cough 

Typhus  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Diarrtaoeal  diseases 

Erysipelas 

Gout 

Rheumatism 

Cancer 

Phthists  pulmonalis 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 

Heart  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis. 

Bright's  disease  and  nephritis 

Puerperal  diseases , 

Suicides 

Deaths  in  institutions 

Deaths  of  persons  70  years  old  and  over. . 

Deaths  of  children  imder  5  years  of  age. . 


«.304 


1879.    I    1873.        1874 


".815  9.593 

6,604  ^»'93 

10,903  j     10,154 

a,oo4  1,883 

1,331  I       i,x6i 


9,80a 
6,023 

9.987 
1,667 
1,348 


26,976 


805 
409 
791 
338 
466 
465 
65 
339 
48 

3.653 

«45 

4 

103 

335 

4.181 

3,677 
811 

1.834 
964 

1,030 
363 
114 

5. '55 

1,396 
ia,97i 


32.647 


39,084    38.737 


929 

463 

990 

446 

675 

565 

86 

364 

78a 

5.197 

185 

4 

15a 

39a 

4.a74 

3.480 

9«4 

3,150 

1,040 

1,039 

454 

X44 

5.800 

1.553 
i6,x88 


117 
306 
X.045 
i,i5« 
73a 
368 

39 
394 
390 

4.097 
304 

»4 
x8o 

425 

4.X34 

3,703 

940 

3.338 

x,o68 

985 

430 

X18 

4.755 
1.495 
14.183 


484 

3»9 

879 

1.66s 

594 
489 
14 
375 
158 
3.569 
169 

9 

167 

416 

4.034 

a.45« 

867 

2.398 

1,065 

975 

306 

x8o 

4.759 
1.604 
X3.956 


1875. 


Avnuuz 
ros  I 
Years. 


10,968 
6,090 

10,760 
«.704 
1,187 


30.709 


I 

'i       i.««H-6 

a9.Mi 


1.280 
167 
514 

2.329 

7S8 

407 

a8 

347 

146 

3.738 

170 

7 

171 

416 

4.«72 

2.436 

«.075 

a,8o3 

1,1X1 

x,zo7 
3" 
«55 

5.t74 
«.730 
14.848 


.7»3-«> 
33..8 
843.8 
1.1658 
645.0 
438.1 
46.4 
303.8 
284.8 
4/»St>-8 
174.6 
7-6 
154.6 
396» 
4.«S90 
».749» 
931.4 
2,302.4 
1.049-6 
1,025.2 
372.6 
X4a.a 
5,xa8.6 
».535.6 
«4.4>9-o 


COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WINTER  QUARTER  IN  FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE  YEARS. 

By  Classes  of  Causbs  and  from  Twenty-two  of  the  Principal  Diseases. 


Diseases. 


Zymotic  diseases. 

Constitutiooal  diseases 

Local  diseases 

Developmental  diseases. 

Deaths  by  violence 

Total  deaths.  

Sfiall-pox 

Measles 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Croup . . . , 

Whooping  cough 

Typhus  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Diarrhoeal  diseases 

Erysipelas 

Gout 

Rhetunatism 

Cancer 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis . . . . 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

Heart  diseases. ■ 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis 

Bright's  disease  and  nephritis. 

Puerperal  diseases 

Suicides 

Deaths  in  institutions 

Deaths  of  persons  70  years  old  and  over. . . 
Deaths  of  children  tmder  5  years  of  age. . . 


1871. 


1,606 
1,671 
2,647 

457 
24X 


6,6a2 
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38 

'.464 
39« 
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1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


i  Average 

FOR  5 

Years. 


'.644 
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514 
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6.815 
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343 
X69 
337 
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7 
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87 
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83 

10 
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708 

343 
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390 
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4»5 
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6,338 


3.o8x 
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481 
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7.530 


«9 
94 
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"3 

49 
3 

44 
zix 

967 
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304 
734 
338 
350 
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28 

1,030 

406 
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359  ! 

17  I 
179  I 
585 
247 
139 
5 

56 

48 
H9 

66 

5» 
X04 

».»45 

588 

354 
1.035 

382 

384 

134 

30 

1.340 

493 
3.«3« 


1,778.3 

1,601.8 

3.837.3 

478.8 

344.3 

T 

6,940.2 


194.6 
X06.2 
263.6 
354.0 

300.8 
.Z90.3 

134 
56.0 
58.3 
303.4 
63.3 
3.8 

43.6 

98.3 

x,xi7.6 
684.2 
231.0 
778.3 

334-4 
358.2 
126.2 
29.3 

1,270.2 
404.8 

3.014.4 


340 


COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  OF  THE  SPRING  QUARTER  IN  FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE  YEARS. 

By  CLiissBs  OF  Causbs  and  from  Twknty-two  or  the  Principal  Diseasbs. 


Diseases. 


Zymotic  diseases. 

Constitutional  diseases.. 

Local  diseases 

Developmental  diseases. 
Deaths  by  violence 


Toul  deaths. 


1871. 


187a. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Croup 

Whooping  cough 

Typhus  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Diarrhoeal  diseases 

Erysipelas 

Gout 

Rheumatism 

Cancer 

Phthisis  IHilmonalis 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

Heart  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Bright's  disease  and  nephritis 

Puerperal  diseases 

Suicides , 

Deaths  in  institutions , 

Deaths  of  persons  70  yean  old  and  over. . . 
Deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age. . . 


1,970 

1,506 

2.358 

47a 

315 


6.621 
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106 
X96 
49 
105 
65 
21 

39 

»9 

746 

50 
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3.054 
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1.654 
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2,604 
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1874. 
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6z 
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x,o55 
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Z30 

33 

X.X75 

355 

2.828 


z,652 

X.492 

2.6Z4 

446 

344 


6.548 


9x 
X2a 
239 
3x4 

Z22 
ZOX 

42 
46 
232 
62 
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48 

Z09 
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Z82 
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260 
az6 
Z3Z 
55 
X.X63 

397 
2,8z8 


1875. 


Avnia 
m  5 
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2,zz6 

2.639 

437 
34? 


7.032 


449 
43 
X58 
544 
Z63 
zoo 
8 
65 
36 
25a 

54 

2 

57 
1*5 

z,04a 
6az 
254 
703 
268 
a65 
zoa 
S6 

1.4x5 
408 

3.049 


x.5«> 

467.4 
33»-4 


7.»<H« 


267.1 
zog.ft 
247.0 

n5-4 

Z3f.6 
X03.4 
ta.o 
Sa.B 

Z38.0 
498.6 

S9« 
x-4 

49« 

lOT.S 

z.oja.o 
7x8.4 
246.4 
638.6 
>64.8 

>64.2 
iz6.8 

4*-4 
x^«.o 

375-6 
3»900.4 
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COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  SUMMER  QUARTER  IN  FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE  YEARS. 

By  Classes  op  Causes  and  from  Twenty-two  op  the  Principal  Diseases. 


Diseases. 


Zymotic  diseases 

Constitutional  diseases. 

Local  diseases 

Developmental  c 
Deaths  by  violence. 


Total  deaths. , 


1871. 


Small-pox 

Measles. 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Croup 

Whooping  cough 

Typhus  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

Diarrhoeal  diseases 

Erysipelas 

Gout 

Rheumatism 

Cancer 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

Heart  diseases. 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Bright's  disease  and  nephritis 

Puerperal  diseases 

Suicides 

Deaths  in  institutions 

Deaths  of  persons  70  years  old  and  over. . . 
Deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age. . . 


3.303 

i,6ot 

a.033 

445 

453 

7.833 


164 
49 
«38 
46 
58 
z6o 
16 
70 
la 
2,391 
18 
z 

14 

78 

973 

694 

x68 

248 

173 

343 

67 

33 

1.330 

305 

4.456 


1879. 


4.834 

«.730 

a.545 

507 

409 


10,025 


74 
135 
X32 
87 
87 
86 

»9 
140 

«35 

3.575 

23 

40 

93 

1,004 

1.096 

183 

256 

15a 

344 

83 

45 

1.536 

385 

5.948 


1873. 


1874. 


4.330 

1,636 

2,336 

459 

332 


8.983 


4 

87 

202 

3.6 

99 

76 

8 

100 

67 

3.045 

30 

3 

29 

136 

930 

723 

303 

338 

157 

235 

70 

28 

1,209 

355 
5.488 


4,116 

X.473 

3.095 

459 

367 


8.509 


106 
8z 

x66 

330 
75 

i6z 

3 

67 

38 

3,736 

35 

3 

36 

90 

916 

617 

186 

33a 

158 

233 

85 

53 

x.a94 

354 

5.X31 


Average 
1875.        FOR  5 
Years. 


4.575     4.331.4 
z,5zi     z,590.o 

3,348   I    3.35Z.4 


397 
336 


453-4 
377  a 


9,167 


385 
55 
73 

487 
95 

Z03 


3a 
3,987 


33 
XO4 
9X7 
69X 
3X6 

383 

'59 
347 
6x 
4X 
«.3«3 
385 
5.605 


8.903.4 


X36.6 
8Z.4 
143. o 
351.3 

83.8 

1x7. o 
Z0.8 
98.6 
56.8 
3.936.8 

33.4 
Z.8 

30.3 
X00.3 
948.0 
764.0 
19Z.3 
307.3 
X59.6 
338.4 

73.3 

39.8 

x.336.4 

356.8 

5.335.6 
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COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  OF  THE  AUTUMNAL  QUARTER  IN  FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE  YEARS. 

By  Classbs  of  Caitsbs  and  prom  Twenty-two  of  the  Principal  Dbxasbs. 


Diseases. 


1871. 


Zymotic  diseases. . 
Constitutional  c 

Local  diseases 

Developmental  diseases. , 
Deaths  by  violence 


Total  deaths. . 


1.486 
X.48S 
3,24a 

391 
296 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Croup 

Whooping  cough .... 

Typhus  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-q>inal  fever 

Diarrhocal  diseases. 

Erynpelas. 

Gout 

Rheumatism 

Cancer 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

Heart  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis. 

Bright's  disease  and  nephritis 

Puerperal  diseases 

Suicides. 

Deaths  in  institutions 

Deaths  of  persons  70  years  old  and  over. . . 
Deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age. . . 


5.900 


139 
13 

183 
54 

170 

z86 
16 

83 

8 

361 

23 

2 

as 
89 

I, ox  2 
59a 
217 

497 
263 
229 
102 
30 
i.i3« 
321 

a.477 


187a. 


«.79i 

>.534 

3,381 

480 

293 


6.479 


76 
35 
X90 
x8o 
273 
4a 
>3 
103 

47 

537 

35 

3 

37 
99 
x,o67 
606 
3x9 
50X 
a75 
350 
X04 
27 

I,X38 

384 
a,704 


1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


1.965 

x.49> 

a.5a4 

428 

295 


6.703 


56 
326 
482 
242 

64 
xo 

83 
39 
389 
3x 

38 

98 

1.023 

593 
260 
607 
303 

246 

73 

28 

x,o83 

395 
2,960 


2,396 

x,6oo 

2,6x7 

4a4 

305 


7.34a 


a.x37 

x^8x 

2,650 

448 

a64 


AvDAa 

rtn  5 
Yeab. 


1,955.0 
x,5t&.i 

I9D.6 


6,980 


368 

152 

697       I 

2XT 

X33 

5 
XO3 

35 

487 

33 

X 

39 
X04 

X,X43 

585 

363 

605 
307 
386 

65 

45 
1,272 

447     I 
3.a4» 


X87 
Sa 

»05 

713 
a53 
76 

7 

XXO 

30 

3SO 
30 

3 

a4 

89 

x,o68 

534 

360 

683 

302 

3x1 

77 

38 

i,xo6 

445 
3.063 


6.68o.a 


I34» 
35-6 
191.2 
425^ 

229.8 

98.t 

xo.t 

96.4 

3.  .8 

422.8 

a6.4 

1.6 

32.6 

95.8 

1,063.4 

583.0 

343.6 

578-4 

390.0 

a64.4 

84.3 

3X.6 

1,144.0 

398.4 

3.889.0 


343 


DEATHS  OCCURRING  EACH  WEEK,  BY  CLASSES. 

First  Quarter,  Ending  March  28,  1874. 


Conftttutiartal  . 

L&aL 

DevelopmentaL, 
Violence.* 

Totftl.... 


W 


6a 

41 
84 
il 
9 


»6 


^*  '  a 


.B  o 
-d  " 


3* 


S«* 


J!  3 


3> 


5M 


It4 

106 
aot 


4<ift 


». 

8.  , 

7, 

11 

ii 

l| 

"3 

"T 

146 

toft 

I3Q 

137 

jgt 

j$e 

at9 

37 

4a 

J6 

16 

01 

14 

#5 

s^ 

S37 

10, 


11. 


t09     117 


1 13 

4tf 
1*3 


53<S 


'94 
8 


133     loiS 


483  I  $03 


335 


19, 


h8 
34 


13. 


114 


530     SI  4      **3a6 


».i49 

^457 

J.6&4 

439 


Second  Quarter,  ending  June  27,  1874. 


Wksks. 

1«,  1  IS. 

10.  I  17. 

IB. 

i«.  1  an. 

». 

99. 

93. 

M. 

95. 

911. 

s 

Clas&jo. 

1* 

^1 

1? 

S 

^1 

r 

*  1* 

r 

1. 

1^ 

i 
1 

Zvnuitk    .., * 

S34 

.^ 

jji 

ttj 

**7 

tig 

Tvr 

13^ 

t^a 

135 

159 

261 

T'SJt 

355 

3? 

»9 

w7  ,  10$ 

»4« 
37 

lA 

ttA 

.4 
.9. 

ttR 

94 

93 

Tl4 

99 

35 
■9 

M91 

44« 
344 

l^ocal 

f^ 

>99 

4« 

31 

toft 

I^evelopmefltaL.  »«.».<.. 

34 

37 
31 

3» 

;,  ™ 

33 
S9 

ViDteoce..* ..„,* 

n 

'i 

3" 

•» 

- 

-nnsl,,- 

541 

sSi 

55a 

«♦ 

SS* 

4W      509 

459 

4«4     S^  |444 

44a 

47* 

6.S4* 

^ynuitk: 

Constitutional . 

Local. 

DeveL[7pm«nta] 
Violctice ...... 

ToEftU.., 


Third  Quarter,  ending  September  26,  1874. 
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DEATHS  OCCURRING  EACH  WTEK,  BY   CLASSES— (Ciwfft«««0- 
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MORTALITY  OF  CHILDREN  ONE  YEAR  OLD  AND  UNDER,  IN  1814, » 


1  Month  Old  and  Under. 
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THE  PRINCIPAL  INFANTS'  HOSPITALS,  AND  IN  THE  ENTIRE  CITY. 
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MORTALITY  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE,  IN  THEM 
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\BSTRACT  OF  THE  RECORD  OF  DEATHS  BY  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS,  ETC. 
For  the  Twelve  Months  ending  December  31,  1874— (CVw/*««^</). 


Occupation. 


No. 


Actors. 3 

A.gcnts j  13 

Artists  (including  Sculptors. )  | 

I^otographers,  etc.^ ....)'     ^ 

Bakers 27 

Barbers 17 

Bartenders      (and      Saloon- ) 

keepers) }     " 

Billposter i 

Blacksmiths x8 

kk>okbinders I     9 

Brassfinishers 4 

Brewers 6 

Brokers. 5 

Builders  and  Contractors 3 

Butchers. 21 

Capmakers 6 

Carmen    (including    Coach- )      .. 

men,  Drivers,  etc  ) )     °** 

Carpenters. 79 

Carriagemakers 2 

Carvers 7 

Cigarmakers 29 

Clergymen 2 

Clerks      (including      Book- ) 

keepers,  Salesmen,  etc.). )  *'° 
Conductors  and  Railroad  Men      8 

Confectioners 5 

Cooks 18 

Coopers. 12 

Curriers 6 

Cutler I 

Dentist 1 

Doorman 1 

Domestics 175 

Dressmakers  and  Seamstresses.    49 


Occupation. 


No. 


Drover i 

Druggists 7 

Dyers  and  Scourers 2 

Editors ;  2 

Ejigineers 9 

Farmers  and  Gardeners 10 

Firemen 3 

Fish  and  Oystermen 5 

Gasfitters. 3 

Gilders,  Silverplaters,  etc. ...  6 

Glazier 1 

Grocers t6 

Hamessmakers 3 

Hatters 5 

Hostlers 3 

Instrument-maker i 

Janitors. 3 

Junkmen 4 

Jewelers 13 

Laborers ;  262 

Laundresses 8 

Lawyers. 6 

Letter-carriers 1 

Litho^^phers  and  Engravers  6 

Machmists. 38 

Marble  Polishers 4 

Masons,  Stonecutters,  etc. . . .  37 

j!  Merchants 46 

I  Millers 2 

Miner x 

I  Moulder i 

Musicians 12 

Newsdealers 4 

'  Nurses 2 

Painters 41 

I  Paper  Stamers 2 


Occupation. 


Peddlers 

Physicians 

Plasterer 

Plumbers 

Police  and  Watchmen 

Porters 

j  Printers 

Restaurant  Keeper 

Seamen  and  Watermen 

Ship  Carpenters 

Shoemakers 

Sisters  of  Charity 

Soldier 

Stablemen 

Stevedores 

Students 

,  Teachers,  Male 

Teachers,  Female 

Telegraph  Operator 

Tinsmiths 

Tailors 

Trunkmakers 

Turners 

Upholsterers 

Undertaker 

U.S.  Army  Officer ... 

I  Waiters 

1  Watchmakers 

Weaver 

'  Whitc^k'ashers 

!  Wigmaker 

[  Children,  and  no  occupa- ) 
tion  given ) 


Total I  4,034 


No. 

xo 
5 

X 

6 

A 

27 


29 

5 


5a 

3 


23 
3 


4 

F 

I. 

V. 
VI. 


VIII. 

IX. 

XI. 
XII. 


XIV. 
XVI. 


XVIl. 
XVllT. 


XIX. 


Public  Institutions. 


Castle  Garden  .'Emig^nt  Depots | 

Trinity  Infirmary ; 

Centre  Street  (Reception  Hospit  Ij > 

City  Prison  (Tombs) 

Five  Points  House  of  Industry 1 

Eighth  Precinct  Police  Station I 

St.  Vincent's  Hospital ^ 

St.  Franciscus'  Hospi:al 

Ward's  Island  (Emigrant  Refuge) 

Soldiers'  Retreat.  Ward's  Island I 

Randall's  Island  Nursery  Hospital I 

Randall's  Island  Idiot  Hospital | 

Infants'  Hospital 1 

N.  V.  City  Asylum  for  the  Insane | 

Reception  Hospital.  Ninety -ninth  street' 

N,  V.  Juvenile  Asylum 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum 

House  of  (5ood  Shepherd 

Leake  and  Watt's  Orphan  Asylum ' 

Prince  Street   Roman  Catholic  Or- )  I 

phan  Asylum . . ) 

St.  Joseph's  Home  for  the  Aged 

Sixteenth  Precinct  Police  Station | 

N.  V,  Eye  Infirmary 

Home  for  Respectable  and  Indigent)  I 

Females (  | 

Charity  HcMroital.  Blackwell's  Island. . .  1 
Almshouse,  Blackwell's  Island ' 


-4 

1 

Jl 

M$ 

B 

3 

z 

p 

I 

XIX. 

•• 

" 

I 

" 

2 

43 

•* 

X30 

" 

50 

" 

6 

" 

" 

3 

" 

" 

60 

" 

" 

" 

" 

XX. 

1 

XXI. 

XXII. 

2 

" 

XXIV. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

189 

25 

PfBLic  Institutions. 


Lunatic  Asylum,  Blackwell's  Island .... 
Penitentiary     Hospital,    Blackwell's  \ 

Island ) 

Fever  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island  . . . . 
Epileptic    and    Paralytic     Hospital, ) 

Blackwell's  Island f 

Workhouse.  Blackwell's  Island 

Foundling  Hospital 

Home  for  the  Aged 

Presbyterian  Hospital 

Colored  Home  Hospital 

(3ermao  Hospital 

Mt.  Sinai  Hospital 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum 

Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital 

St.  Joseph's  Industrial  School 

Nineteenth  Precinct  Police  Station 

St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital 

St.  Mary's  Hospital 

Bellevue  Hospital 

Roosevelt  Hospital 

Twenty-second  Police  Station 

Home  for  Incurables 

House  of  Rest  for  Consumptives 

Mt.  St.  Vincent's  Academy 

Total 


IJ 


28 


3 
9 
33 
24 
12 
28 
3 
6 


116 
52 


884 
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Accidents- 
Bums  by  clothes  taking  fire  from  a  Stove. . 
Bums  by  bed  taking  fire  while  Smoking. . 

Drowning 

Effects  of  Immersion 

Fall  down  Area, 

FallonSidei»alk 

Fall  fiom  Ladder 

Fall  down  Steps 

Fall  across  a  Piece  of  Timber 

Fall  in  Hallway 

Falls  (not  speci  fied) 

Fall  from  Window 

Fall  from  Roof 

Fall  in  Alleyway 
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OCCUPATIONS  OF  INEBRIATES. 


r. 


Actor z 

Agents 5 

Artist X 

Ashman z 

Bakers 4 

Bartenders. 6 

Blacksmiths. 4 

Boatmen 5 

Brewers ....  3 

Bricklayers 2 

Brokers. 3 

Bookkeeper z 

Butchers. 6 

Builder x 

Bottler z 

Boilermaker z 

Brass  Finisher z 

Ballast  Master z 

Boarding-house  Keeper z 

Carriage  Trimmer z 

Carpenters. 3 

Clerks. zz 

Cooks — Female 5 

"         Male 9 

Cooper z 

Cigarmakers 4 

Conductor z 

Compositors 2 

Collector z 

Coal  Heaver z 

Carpet  Weaver z 

Domestics — Female 24 

Driven  «kl  Ourmen. Z4 

Dressmaker z 

Druggist z 

Dyers 2 

Engineer z 

Ejcpressman. i 

Farmer z 

Fireman z 

Flagman z 

Fish  and  Oystermen 3 

Gardeners ^ 

Grocers 2 

Housekeepers 26 

Hamessmaker z 

Hatter z 

Hostler z 

Junkmen 3 

Journalist z 


Laborers 

Longshoremen 

Livery  Stable  Keeper. . . . 

Lawyers. 

Laundress 

Locksmith 

Musician 

Machinists ft 

Masons 

Merchants 

Milkman 

Miller 

Newspaper  Carrier 

Painters 

Peddlers. 

Piano  Maker 

Physician 

Plasterer 

Plumbers  and  Gasfitten . . 

Policeman 

Poncr 

Printers 

Prostitute 

Policy  Dealer 

Rigger 

Rag  Picker 

Runner 

Silk  Winder 

Sailors  and  Seamen 

Salesmen 

Saloon-keepers 

Shoemakers 

Soldiers 

Ship-carpenter 

Sewers  and  Seamstresses  . 

Silk  Weaver. 

Tinsmith 

Tailors 

Underwriter 

Upholsterer < 

Vagrants 

Veterinary  Surgeon , 

Waiter . 

Washerwomen 

Watchman . 

Weaver 

Whitewashezs 

Not  stated 

Total 


ABSTRACT  OF  DEATHS  CERTIFIED  AS  DEPENDENT  UPON  NEPHRIA, 
OR  BRIGHTS  DISEASE  OF  THE  KIDNEYS, 

^iTH  Complicating  Causes,  Age,  Sex,  Condition,  and  Occupations  of  Decedents. 


!*fq>hria,  or  Bright's  Disease  (no  complicatinK 
diseases  defined) 269 

Vq>hria,  or  Bright's  Disease,  complicated  with — 

Abscess  of  Kidneys i 

Anaemia. ...   a 

Apoplexy 8 

Ascites 4 

Atheroma  of  Cerebral  Artery x 

Atrophy  of  Liver x 

Bronch  ids. 6 

Cholera  Morbw a 

Convulsions 5 

Congestion  of  Brain 5 

"  Lungs 4 

"  Liver x 

Colic X 

Cirrhosis  of  liver ix 

Calculus 1 

Childbirth 7 

Cystitis. 3 

Diabetes i 

Diarrhoea 9 

Disease  of  the  HearL 6 

Dropsy 49 

Dysenttcyu a 

ErysipdftB 3 

Encephalitis x 

Epilepsy 3 

Embolism  of  Cerebral  Artery i 

Emphysema a 

■  Enteritis a 

Fatty  D^eneration  of  the  Heart. 4 

"  *•         Liver a 

"  "         Kidneys 

Fistula  in  Ano 

Gastritis 

Gastro-Enteritis. 

Hemiplq;ia 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Heart x 

Hydrothorax 

Haemorrhage  of  the  Lungs 

"  Kidneys 

Hepatitis 

Hip  Disease 

Inanition 

Intemperance 66 

Intermittent  Fever 

Jaundice 

Laryngitis 


Nephria,  or  Bright's  Disease,  complicated  with — 

Menmgitts • •... 6 

Nephritis 3 

Paralysis. 4 

Pericarditis xo 

Phlebitis x 

Pneumonia. x8 

Pleuritis 3 

CEdema  of  Lungs. 73 

Peritonitis x 

Puerperal  Convulsions. x 

Pregnancy 5 

Poison  (opium  eater) .    i 

Quinsy  (Tonsillitis) x 

Rheumatism 6 

Scarlatina i 

Syphilis i 

Softening  of  the  Brain x 

Syncope a 

Suppression  of  Urine x 

Senile  Gangrene  (dry) x 

Typhoid  Fever x 

Tabes  Mesenterica x 

Senile  Asthenia x 

Ulcer  of  Rectum x 

Leg X 

Uraemia 151 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart 15 

Total 827 


SBXBS. 

Males. 4a8 

Females 399 

Totol 827 


coNDrrioN. 

Single 198 

Married 406 

Widowed X64 

Unknown 59 

Total 827 
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CX:CUPATIONS. 


al  Flower-maker.. 


;ct  . 


lers. a 

ig-house  Keeper z 

loulder i 


yer 

rs 

nishers. 
aders... 
maker  . 


laken 9 

uid  Salesmen 26 

nen 2 

len  and  Driven 14 

tors 3 


iitor. 


e'makers 2 


63 


akers.. 


i  and  Gardeners. 2 


i  Oystermen 4 


eepers.. 


tulder. 


79 


Laborers 

Laundress 

Lawyers 

'Longshoreman. 

Locksmiths 

Lamplighter 

Lard  Refiner 

Machinists 

Masons 

Merchants. 

Miller 

Musicians 2 

Milkmen 2 

Painters. 

Peddlera 

Physician 

Piano-maker. 

Plasterer 

Police  and  Watchmen 

Porters 

Printers 

Paper-box  Maker 

Restaurant  Keeper 

Saddler .' 

Saloon-keepers 

Seamen  and  Sailors 

Seamstresses 

Shoemakers 

Saw-  filer 

Student 

Sugar  Refiner 

Steward 

1  umer 

Tailors 2 

Teachers 3 

Tinsmiths 3 

Telegraph  Operators 2 

Waiters. 5 

Washerwoman i 

Children  and  occupation  not  given 388 


Total.. 


827 


528 


ABSTRACT  OF  DEATHS  CERTIFIED  AS  DEPENDENT  UPON  NEPHE 
BRIGHTS  DISEASE  OF  THE  KIDNEYS, 

With  Compucatikg  Causes  of  Age,  Sex,  Condition,  and  OocopATioti 
OF  Decedents,  for  1875. 


M 


Nephria.  or  Blight's  Disease,  complicated  with— 

Atheroma 

Albtiminuria 

Anasarca 

Anaemia. 

Apoplexy 

Asthma 

Ascites 

Asthenia 

Brain,  congestion  of 

Brain,  oedema  of 

Brain,  softening  of 

Bronchitis zo 

Calculus 

Chills,  congestive 

Childbirth 

Cholera  Morbus 

Convulsions a; 

Convulsions,  puerperal .  • 

Cystitis 

Dementia...-. 

Diabetes 

Diarrhoea x 

Dropsy 59 

Dysentery 

Enteritis 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas 

Emphysema 

.  Endocarditis 

Exhaustion 

Fever,  intermittent 

Fever,  typho-malarial 

Gastritis 

Hepatitis 

Hemiplegia 

Hydrothorax...   .   5 

Haematemesis a 

Heart,  disease  of 9 

Heart,  fatty  degeneration  of 6 

Heart,  hypertrophy  of iq 

Heart,  valvular  disease  of. 19 

Inanition 4 

Intemperance a8 

Jaundice x 


Nepbria,  or  Bright*s  Disease,  complicated  1 

Kidneys,  cirrhosis  of 

Kidney's,  contracted .   

Kidneys,  congestion  of 

Kidneys,  suppuration  and  perforation  c 

Kidneys,  waxy 

Liver,  cirrhosis  of 

Liver,  Catty 

Liver,  fatty  d^eneration  of 

Liver,  hypertrophy  of 

Lungs,  congestion  of. 

Lungs,  gangrene  of 

Lungs,  oedema  of. 

Locomotor,  ataxia 

Marasmus , 

Melancholia 

Meningitis 

Myelitis , 

Necrosis  of  femur 

Nephritis 

Neuroses,  hysterical 

Obesity 

Paralysis , 

Paracentesis 

Peritonitis 

Pericarditis 

Pelvic  abscess 

Pneumonia 

Pleuritis 

Phthisis 

Pyelitis 

Rheumatism 

Senile  asthenia 

Suppression  of  urine. . .     

Toxaemia 

Thrush 

Uraemia 

Varicose  ulcer  of  1^ 

Vomiting 

Total  complicating  diseases 

Nephria,  or  Bright's  disease,  no  ooaxfXi 
disease  certified 

Total 
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OCCUPATIONS. 


Actor I 

Agents a 

Apothecary i 

Author I 

Barbers 2 

Bakers 12 

Bankers s 

Bartenders 2 

Blacksmiths a 

Brass  moulder x 

Bricklayers 2 

Board  Inghouse-keeper 

Boiler  maker 

Book-keeper 

Bookbinder 

Broker 

Broom  maker 

Butchers 

Carpenters 

Carver 

Caulker 

Cabinet  maker 

Clerks  and  salesmen a. 

Cigar  makers 

Coachmen 

Confectioner 

Contractors a 

Cooks  (male) 3 

Cooks  (female) 3 

Cooper 1 

Coal  heaver x 

Cutter X 

Dressmakers 3 

Drivers  and  carmen xo 

Domestics  (female) 70 

Dockbuilder 

Druggists 

Dyer 

Editor 

Engraver 

Engineers 

Fanners  and  Gardeners 

Firemen 

Foundryman 

Furrier 

Glazier 

GUder 

Grocers 

Harness  maker 

House-keepers 54 

Inventor 

Iron  worker 

Jewelers 2 

Junk  dealers 3 

laborers 58 

Laundresses 3 

Leather  worker x 


Livery  stable-keeper 

'Longshoreman 

liOcksmith 

Machinists 

Masons •. 

Merchants 

Missionary  (bible  reader) 

Moulders 

Musicians 

Nurse 

Oystermen 

Painters 

Pawnbroker 

Plasterer 

Peddlers 

Printers 

Piano- makers 

Police  Justice 

Porters 

Policemen  and  watchmen , 

Plumbers , 

Prostitute 

Physician 

Ragpickers 

Reporter , 

Riggers \ 

Real  estate  broker 

Roofer 

Sailors. 

Saloon-keepers 

Stage  proprietors 

Steward 

Steam  fitter 

Silk  weaver 

Shoemakers 

Shoe  manufcu:turers , 

Store-keeper 

Tramp 

Taik>resses    

Tax  collector 

Tailors 

Teachers 

Tinsmiths 

Tinman 

Undertaker 

Upholsterers 

Umbrella  maker 

Vagrant . .  

Vamisher 

Waiters 

Waitress 

Watch  makers 

Washerwoman 

Wheelwright 

Children  and  no  occupation  gi\-en  . 

Total 


ij 
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IDENTS  AND  NEGLIGENCE. 

oduccd  upon  herself  by  medictnes . . . 

'  a  derrick  chain 

iomen 

Lwccn  street  railroad  cars 


cars 

"        freight  cars 

"        wall  and  boiler 

"        steamboat  and  dock. 

machinery 

wagon  and  pole 

rocks  

bar  of  railroad  iron 


Flushing  and  L.  I.  R.  R.  car. . 

shafting 

veen  post  and  wagon 

'        wheel  and  box  of  cart 

'        canal  boat  and  lock-gate . . 

ferry-boats 

*  boiler 

i  contusion  (not  stated) 

thumb 

little  finger  on  right  hand 

knee 


sternum. 
:k 


Tcl.. 
ck.. 


)rm 

of  casting. . 
pipe- 

jar 


ig- 


>ost 

liar  saw. . .. 
ibankment. . 
itle 


wn  by  wagon 

**    by  runaway  horse  . 
**    by  triKk 


se 

I  off  at  knees  by  hay  cutting  machine 

findow  while  house  on  fire 

arriage  (runaway  horses) 

locomotive  or  train 

stone  

a  blast 

:am 

a  club 

indlass 

>al-bunker 


Struck  by  bridge  of  a  freight  car 

"      on  head  during  a  fight 

**      by  ice-pick 

*'      by  bale  of  rags 

Thrown  from  cart  by  collision 

'*  '*     wagon 

**       against  a  tree  by  a  horse 

Wounds  (a)  incised 

"       (*)  gunshot I 

"       offoce 

"       of  foot  (by  a  nail) 

"        of  foot  (by  splinter) 

of  knee  (by  a  needle) 

*'       abortion  with  pen-handle  (by  herselO  •  • 

Total  horn  accidents  and  negligence 135 

KILLED  BY  VEHICLES  IN  THE  STREETS,  ETC. 

By  street  railroad  cars 33 

By  steam  railroad  cars aa 

By  other  vehicles a6 

Total  killed  by  vehicles  in  the  streets  ...  8x 

BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 

Bums  (by  means  not  stated) 3 

**      by  explosion  of  kerosene  oil  lamp 3 

"                   **                   '*            can I 

**      clothes  (by  stove) 15 

**            *'      (means  not  stated) a 

"            "      (by  lighted  paper) 9 

"            "      (by  matches) 3 

**           "      (by  lighted  straw) x 

**           **      (by  lighted  stick) i 

"      (by  bon-fire) ...  t 

**            "      (while  lighting  a  fire) x 

**            **     (from  furnace) i 

"            **      (from  kerosene  oil  lamp) a 

*'            **      (from  alcohol  while  heating) i 

**            **     at  a  fire 4 

"      at  a  fire  (24  East  Sixtieth  street) a 

•*            "       (3d  ave.,  bet.  141st  and  X42d  sts.)  4 

*'      (hair  of  head,  accidentally) 2 

"      falling  against  stove x 

**          **       into  pit  of  boiling  cement i 

**      bed  fired  by  smoker i 

"      kerosene  oil  lamp  setting  fire  to  bed i 

"      by  kerosene  oil  while  lighting  fire x 

**      by  upsetting  kerosene  oil  lamp i 

**      by  kerosene  oil  fix)m  tank i 

"      from  a  candle i 

Scalds  by  hot  water 4^ 

**         "       coffee 4 

»*         "       tea 4 

**          **       liquid I 


Total  bums  and  scalds. 108 
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ACCIDENTAL   FOISON. 

Poison  by  cyanide  of  potassium     i 

"      by  colchicum x 

*'      by  carbolic  acid ^ 1 

**      by  chloroform i 

**      by  fusel  oil i 

"      by  kerosene  oil x 

"      by  laudanum i 

"      by  morphine a 

**      by  oxalic  acid x 

"      by  opium 3 

**      by  potassa 1 

"      by  pans  green 4 

"      by  phosphorus 2 

"      by  pickles 3 

*'      by  sulphate  of  morphine 1 

"      by  tincture  of  gelsemium x 

Total  accidental  poisoning 25 


ACCIDENTAL   SUFFOCATION. 

Overlaid  in  bed 2 

By  illuminating  gas 

By  inhalation  of  steam  from  tea  kettle 

By  inhaling  chloroform 

By  piece  of  cord 

By  (manner  not  stated) 

Ky  falling  into  wash  boiler  .    ^ 

"  "       pail  of  liquid 

"  **       privy  vault 

•*  **       vat  of  carbonic  acid  gas 

Lodgment  of  button  in  pharynx 

"  of  food  in  trachea 

"  of  meat  in  larynx 

*'  of  chicken  bone  in  Larynx 

Total  accidental  suffocation 38 


DROWNING. 

Supposed  drowning x6o 

Fall  from  ferry-boat 

"    from  barge 

**    from  bow  of  vessel 

**   from  dock  while  fishing  

"  *'  **      intoxicated 

While  bathing 5 

Upsetting  of  row-boat x 

Eflfects  following  Immersion 3 

Total  drowning X74 


MISCKUJ%.KEOt-S. 

I     Neglect  and  exposure it 

.     Decomposed  when  found,  cause  v 


ACCIDENTAL  FALLS. 

Fall  from  roofs ij 

from  window 44 

from  scaffold I 

from  chair i 

from  truck. 3 

from  wagon .'. 1 

from  cart  and  run  over 

from  carriage 

from  derrick 

from  building a 

from  ladder 5 

from  elevator 

from  scuttle  hole 

from  mast 

from  sofa 

from  rocks 

ftt>m  railing 

from  horse 

from  freight  car , 

from  tree 

from  awning , 

from  load  of  hay 

from  mason  horse 

from  timber. 

fixMn  streetcar 

from  fire-escape 

from  E.  R.  bridge  pier 

from  bed 

from  sk^-light 

from  swing 

from  shed 

from  grape-arbor 

down  stairs S* 

into  area * 

down  embankment 3 

down  steps  ofchurdi ' 

through  hatchway. •S 

**        floorway * 

"         dumb-waiter  opening ' 

in  street ^ 

in  hallway • 

in  room 5 

in  yard ' 

in  stable. ' 

in  the  Tombs  "prison**.. ' 

on  pier ' 

on  ice ^ 

while  at  play ' 

while  performing  "  leap  f(M- life  ** ' 

over  railing  of  tunnel ' 

(manner  not  stated) 7 

Total  accidental  falls ^ 


533 


ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS,   iS74—{CofUimt^d). 


SUICIDES. 

ig '3 

g 3' 

1  sub 90 

t 36 

g  from  height 7 

head  against  bars  of  cell x 

3 

I 

ide  of  mercury 1 

::  of  potasstiim 3 

e 1 

>rm I 

:  of  chloral a 

g  charcoal  gas x 

urn II 

n« • 3 

ictic  rat  poison  " a 

c  poison X 

8 

icid 3 

msy I 


By  (poison  not  stated) x 

"  paris  green 34 

"  prussic  acid i 

"  phosphorus. .   x 

"  strychnine 3 

'*  sulphuric  add 1 

Total  suicides x8o 

HOMICIDES. 

By  bums : 3 

'*  blows 27 

"  abortion 3 

"  cut  and  stab 5 

"  gunshot X4 

••  kicks a 

"  drowning 4 

"  suflfocation i 

"   thrust  down  stairs i 

^  Total  homicides 59 


RECAPITULATION. 


ad  negligence 135 

'chides  in  streets 81 

scalds X08 

accidental 35 

I,  accidental 38 

accidental 174 

ientaL 379 


Surgical  (iterations 142 

Miscellaneous 26 

Suicides xBo 

Homicides 59 

Sudden  death,  cause  unascertained x 

Total  violent  deaths 1,248 


.'1 
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ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS,  1875. 


ACCIDENTS  AND  NEGLIGENCE. 

Caught  by  machinery  belting 

**      by  machinery 

*'      by  elevator 

Collision  of  cars 

Coupling  of  cars 

Crushed  between  cart  an  J  wall 

"  "        deck  and  lighter 

**  "        truck  and  block  marble 

**       by  elevator 

"       by  ferry-boat 

"       by  fall  of  boiler 

**       by  Sixth  Avenue  R.  R.  car 

Crushing  of  hand  by  machinery 

Dislocation  of  thumb  during  a  fight 

Explosion  of  a  blast 

"         of  a  cylinder 

Fracture  and  contusion  (not  stated) x 

"       hair  caught  in  machinery 

"       by  a  horse  stepping  on  him 

"       of  joints  of  finger 

"       of  finger,  crushed  by  board  of  a  cask . . 

"       of  finger,  cruslied  by  machinery 

"       of  skuU 

**      of  tibia,  gangrene 

Falling  in  of  embankment 

Fall  of  a  brick 

**    of  a  block 

"    of  a  building 

"    of  a  barrel  of  sugar 

"    of  a  barrel  of  flour 

*•    of  a  derrick a 

**    of  an  elevator 2 

*'    of  embankment  of  dirt 

"    of  a  horse 

'*    of  a  wooden  horse 

"    of  iron  grate 

"    of  log  of  wood 

"    of  a  pipe 

**    of  a  roll  of  carpet 

"    of  roof  of  house 

"    of  hogshead  from  truck 

"    of  shutter 

"    of  wall 

*'    of  wall  of  building 

"    of  (St.  Andrew's  Church)  wall 

"    against  gang  rope 

**    between  two  barges 

Injuries  from  blast  (premature  and  otherwise) . .  . 

'*      from  blow 

"      fipom  blow  on  head  by  paddle-wheel  of 

steamboat 

"      from  fall  of  beam 

"      by  leap  from  railroad  car 

"      by  jump  from  horse 

'*      from  circular  saw 

•*      received  during  a  fracas 

"      eye,  £all  on  ice  on  umbrdla 


Kick  by  a  horse 

Knocked  down  by  a  derrick 

**        down  by  a  truck 

**        down  by  runaway  horse 

"        down  by  Third  Avenue  car 

Leap  from  car  to  another  while  in  mocioo. 

Pushed  oflf  Third  Avenue  car 

Run  down  by  steamboat  wbiic  in  rovboat. 

Striking  head  against  iron  railing 

Struck  by  coal  bucket 

"       by  bridge  while  on  lop  train 

"       by  bridge 

**       by  club 

"       byarane. , 

"       by  locomotive  H.  R.  R 

"       by  railroad  traia 

"       by  splinters,  falling  elevator , 

Trampled  upon  at  falling  of  roof  of  St.  Am 

Church , 

Thrown  from  wagon 

Tossed  by  a  cow , 

Wounds  of  foot  (punc.) , 

*'       of  foot  fix>m  nail 

*'       gunshot 

"       of  hand  by  a  hook 

"       of  hand  by  a  chisel 

'•       ofleg  while  cutting  brush 

"       of  orbital  plate,  from  pitchfork  . . . 

"       of  thumb,  shoeing  a  horse 

"       nwning  hand  through  pane  of  gla 


Total.. 


KILLED  BY  VSHICLBS  IN  STRKKTS. 


By  Steam  railroad  cars. 
By  street  railroad  cars. . 

By  fire  engine 

By  runaway  team 

By  other  vehicles 


Total., 


BURX'S  AND  SCALDS. 


Bums,  dothes  fired  by  candle. . 
"  "         by  bon-fire . 


"        by  grate 

"         by  kerosene  lamp 

*'         by  oil  lamp 

"         by  lighted  paper 

"         by  lighted  stick 

**        bymatcfaes 

"         by  stove 

**         by  MTOod-fire 

bed-clothes  fired  by  kerMeoe  lamp  ■ 

received  at  conflagration 

received  frtnn  building  on  fire 

face  and  arms  (ddirium  treaaens)... 

explosion  kerosene  oal-Iamp 

lighting  fire  with  kerosene  oil 
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Bums,  varnish  taking  fire. 

**  cxpUisiou  of  bcitsinc 

**  from  ilcohoL 

"  &dl  against  stove... 

Scalds  by  hot  coflTee 

"  by  hot  milk 

"  by  hot  soup , 

"  by  hot  tea 

"  by  hot  water 39 

'*  escape  steam  from  boiler. . 

"  explosion  steamboat  boiler. 

"  &1I  into  hot 

"  Call  into  hot  ink 


Total. 


ACCIDKNTAL  POISON. 


Poison  used  not  stated 

"  carbolic  acid 

"  ether 

"  hyoscyamus 

**  irritant. 

**  kerosene  oil 

"  lead 

**  morphine 

"  magnetic  zinc 

**  opium 

"  overdose  cholera  mixture. 

'*  tincture  aconite 


Total.. 


ACCIDENTAL  SUFFOCATION. 

Manner  not  stated ....   5 

Overlaid  in  bed 92 

By  coal  gas 

"  fire 

"  pnvy  TaulU  >        

"  fu^teiitng  bdly-band  to  thigh,  around  thorax 
and  abdomen .     .... 

"  lodgment  fish  bone  in  oesophagus 

"  "  piece  meat  in  throat 

"  **         piece  food  in  throat 

"  muslin  tied  around  neck 

"  lodgment  stopple  of  a  feeding  bottle  in  larynx . 


Total. 


36 


Supposed  drowning 162 

By  fall  overboard  from  vessel x 

"  collision 4 

"  ejects  uf  iminersian  in  *4tcr  - 3 

"  fall  into  tub  of  water i 

*'  fall  into  tank i 

*'  being  run  down  by  steamboat i 


Total.. 


*73 


ACCIDENTAL  FALLS. 

Fall  down  area 3 

**  down  embankment 5 

*'  down  sewer x 

"  down  stairs 4^ 

•*  from  aerial  ladder 3 

"  astride  a  board i 

"  from  awning x 

*'  from  banister i 

**  from  building 4 

"  from  barrel x 

"  from  bridge i 

**  firom  bed x 

"  from  box x 

*•  from  car i 

"  from  street  car 2 

"  fromcart a 

"  firom  chair x 

*•  firom  elevator x 

"  firom  fence x 

"  from  fire'^scape 3 

"  from  ladder 3 

"  from  mast —   3 

"  from  piazza 

*'  from  platform 

"  from  roof ....      23 

"  firom  rock a 

"  from  railing 

"  firom  plank 

"  from  scaffold 

"  from  shed 

"  firom  stoop 

"  from  H.  R.  R.  platform 

•*  from  H.  R.  R.  train 

"  firom  trunk 

"  from  tower,  Brooklyn  Bridge 

*'  from  wagon 

•*  firom  yard-arm  of  ship  

"  firom  yard-arm  of  steamship 

*'  from  window 40 

**  from  wash-tub 

"  from  vessel,  while  crossing  plank 

•'  in  street 2 

**  in  room 

**  in  yard 

**  in  wood  yard 

•'  into  hold  of  vessel 

"  into  hold  of  steamer 

••  into  cellar  

**  into  excavation 

"  into  tub 

'*  on  car  track 

**  on  rock 

"  on  ice 

"  on  cellar  steps 

**  on  deck  vessel 

"  on  iron  railing 

**  on  floor 3 

"  on  pier  (ebnetas) x 
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I       : 


Fall  through  hatchyray la 

*'  through  hatchway  of  steamship a 

*'  with  a  chair i 

*'  mannernot  stated '. ..  8 

Total 254 

MISCBLLANBOUS  CAUSES 

Neglect  and  exposure aa 

Frost-bite a 

Inanition,  exposure,  fiall  between  bales  of  hay . . .  i 

Sudden  deaths,  cause  unascertained 3 

Suflfocation  (ac.)  by  hanging i 

Total ag 

SUICIDES. 

By  cut,  stab 12 

"drowning 9 

*'  forcing  head  through  railings  of  iron  bedstead  i 

"  gunshot 46 

'*  hanging 17 

*' jumping  from  height 7 

"  jumping  into  machinery x 

*'  arsenic 3 

"chloroform i 

"  carbolic  add i 

"  eating  phosphorus  matches a 

"  cyanide  potassium 3 

"  corrosive  poison a 

"  hydrocyanic  acid  2 

*'  laudanum 5 

"  morphine 6 

"  metallic  poison 1 

"opium 6 


By  opium  poisoning 

"  pans  green , 

*'  pans  green  and  arsenic 

**  phosphorus 

"  striking  head  with  paving  staae. . 

Total 

HOMICIDES. 

By  abortion 

"  blows 

"  cut,  stab 

"kick 

"  gunshot 

"  being  pushed  from  railroad  dtycar.... 
"  being  pushed  and  thrown  upon  stone.., 

"  being  pushed  on  sidewalk 

**  being  struck  with  a  red  hot  horseshoe. . 

"  being  thrown  into  privy  vault 

"  stab  of  penis,  severing  urethra 

Toul 

JUDICIAL  EXECUTIONS. 

William  Thompson,  December  17^ 

Charles  Weston,  December  xTth 

William  Ellis«  Decemberx7th 

Total.. 

Certified  by  coroners  as  having  died  from  1 
maladies 

Surgical  operations 


RECAPITULATION. 


Accidents  and  negligence xa5 

Killed  by  vehides  in  streets 89 

Bumsand  scalds xxx 

Poisoning  aoddental 15 

Suffocation        **        36 

Drowning  **        173 

Falls  "        ....  a54 


Miscellaneous. 

Suiddes. 

Homiddes. 

Surgical  operations  . 
Judicial  executions . . 


Total. 
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DURATION. 

thigh  (gunshot  wound  of 

lyxmia) 

high  fur  osteo  sarcoma  of 

igh  for  chronic  suppurative 

nee 3  mos. 

igh  for  chronic  suppurative 

:ne<: 3  days. 

thigh  for  necrosis  of  knee 

Imonalis) 3  years. 

thigh  for  synovitis  of  knee 

.  uf  thigh  (tetanus) 

thigh  for  gangrene  of  leg 

neurism) 16  days. 

ligh  for  fistula  (epilepsy) . .         .... 

thigh  for  gangrene  of  leg 

;e) 10  days. 

ligh  for  necrosis  (pyaemia)      3  weeks. 
ligh  for  popliteal  aneurism 

16  days. 

leg  (fracture  of  os  calcis, 

id  laceration  of  foot) 

leg  (railroad  injuries,  gan- 

l^S    (ligation  of   femoral 

neiirisro,  dry  gangrene) 

mee-joint  (pyaemia) 7  days. 

oot  for  fracture,  (pyaemia) 

rm  (run  over  by  a  wagon) 

second  and  third  fingers 
metacarpal  bones  of  hand, 

)(  lungs)..   13  days. 

perforate  rectum .... 

mpcrforate    rectum   (asthe- 

hrunic  cystitis 

:er  of  breast 3  mos. 

:er  of  breast  (pyaemia) a  years. 

:er  of  breast  (pneumonia) . .       5  days. 

:er  of  breast 9  mos. 

:er  of  breast  (scirrhus) 

XT  of  breast  (cancer  of  liver 

4  mos. 

ccr  of  breast 

icer  of  breast  (cancer  of 

.  years. 

ncer  of  breast  (cancer  of 

18  mos. 

ncer  of   breast  (cancer  of 

nd) 10  days. 

cer  of  breast  (sun  stroke)  . .         .... 

tncer  of  breast  (cancer  of 

thenia 

Old  tumor  of  uterus  (septi- 

3id  tumor  of  uterus  (haemor- 

5  years. 

tjid  tumor  of  uterus 4  years. 

uid  tumor  of  uterus 4  years. 


DURATION*. 

Excision  of  fibroid  tumor  of  uterus 8  years. 

Excision  of  knee  joint  for  caries  and 

synovitis 8  years. 

Excision    of   hip  joint  for    hip  disease 

(Diarrhoea) 

Exasion  of  head  of  humerus  for  necrosis 

(septicaemia) 

Excision  of  cervix  uteri  for  contraction, 
curvature    and    anteflection    (dys- 

menorrhoea,  peritonitis) 3  days. 

Excision  of  epithelial  cancer  of  temple 

(ophthalmitis) 

Lithotomy  for  stone  in  bladder 

Lithotomy  for  stone  in  bladder 

Lithotomy  for  stone  in  bladder  (nephritis, 

pyelitis,  pelvic  cellulitis) xa  days. 

Laryngotomy  for  constriction  of  larynx 

(scrofula) .... 

Laryngotomy  for  oedema  glottidis. 

Laryngotomy  for  lodgment  of  a  piece  of 
coal  in  the  pharynx  (broncho-pneu- 
monia)        X  day. 

Ligation  of  femoral  artery  for  popliteal 

aneurism a  years. 

Ligation  for  hxmorrhoids  (tetanus) xo  days. 

Lumbar  colotomy  for  stricture  of  rectum.       6  weeks. 
Medial  for  removal  of   calculus  (pneu- 
monia, enteritis) 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (periton- 
itis)          35^  years. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (inanition)      3  days. 
Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (bronchi- 
tis, oedema  of  lungs 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor 6  days. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (periton- 
itis)       10  mos. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (septicae- 
mia)   

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (periton- 
itis)         5  years. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (periton- 
itis)         7  days. 

Ovariotomy  for   ovarian  tumor  (pelvic 

abscess,  septicaemia) ax  days. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor  (periton- 
itis)      13  hours. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  tumor 6  weeks. 

Ovariotomy  for  ovau-ian  tumor .... 

Ovariotomy  for  ovarian  cyst 3  mos. 

Operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia (peritonitis) 7  days. 

Operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia         5  days. 

Operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia (miscarriage,  peritonitis) 3  mos. 

Operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia         3  days. 

Operation  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia (asthenia) 
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(ctiHctiM) ,,....- ■ . ,    ,...,.. 

f >pcr^tijiin  (tir  ^cran^Lited  femoni]  hernia 

UbockK ,...   .m^**** ,  ■  ■ ' 

Oiwratton  fbr  strangulated  feniiorttt  hemta 

(poritanitii^l ,  - . . » .,** *  *  * 

t>pcnition  for  ftran£iitnte«l  (ennjral  hemb. 
OpcraticHi  fuf  -ittrajtgiilntei]  femoral  hemui 

(pngrcne! ....  r ^^ +  .^  r , . 

Operatiuii  Irar  «trangulated  fdnurnl  benuj., 
(ipcmtkin  fcf  ffn4i£uUitcd  femoral  bemia, 
^>pcratkni  fin-  strangulated  fkraaT^l  hcmui 

(pfi«aiini>nia) , , » *  *  ^  ^ .  *  -  *  ^^  - . , . , , , 

(Jperatiaii  fur  ttranj|U^ti»l  {bmnraJ  hwnU* 
Operukm  fbr  aB'aiigulaied  fetottrai  hemut 

(pcntoniiu,  &tl  fknn  pile  d[  coal  >. .... 
Opcni^on  for  ttfatiftilEiied  cniml   hertiu 

(pentimitTh) . , . „    ,,   .  .i.  ,  +  4.^ ,  ,,,.-.♦ 
Operatibji  for  stricture  of  mctnm  (pcritori' 

itUj 

OperatSon  for  c^nccfQU*  ftlricture  of  ccioph- 

A\i,u%  (erysipeloA) , ,  ^  ^ , , 

f operation  Ibr  removal  of  aaN^pHaryngc;il 

libroid  tunhif , . .  + .  * .  *  * , .  + . , ,  ^ ,  + 

Opvnttiun  Hjr  reinuval  of  necFD9i&  of  tibia 

(pyznm) , .  ^  *  ^ .  *  * 

OpETiitioii  for  iiKipeHbratf  anu^.  .,  +  *.- ,  ^ .  * 
Opo^litun  Tar  imperforate  Anu«. . ,  ^ , .  * , . , , 
Operation  &jr  jmpcrfonitc  Aims  (coicHtisJ, 
Operatmni  fr>T  imperforate  anu«  (pcntoniti^) 

Operation  frnr  iniperlijrate  aiiui, *, 

riperation  fijr  Jmperfi>r;ile  anus  (pcntnniitiA> 
Op«:atiati   fisT    irEipeHbrate  amtft  (crnivul- 

sionii)  ..+,....,,,,.,,,...,.,,.  ,^  ,.» , 

Operation  fbr  imperfrjrate  anut. . , 

Operation  fl>r  vcaicrt  vagiital  li«ttib,  ^haemor- 
rhage, vomittmg}- ,  -  H , , .  ► , . .  H  *  ♦ » 

Operation  for  ve*iko  V^igtnjd  fiitiila ,^ 

Opcratwjji  for  periostitU  of  lower  jaw. .  . .  * 
Opcfutiun  for  neatnui  of  lovrer  law  (abaeci** 

cff  Inngs} ..  ^  ,„.,.-,  +  ^ .  +  ^, * , ,  ^ .  * , . 

Operabon  Cjr  necrovk  of  lower  ja  w .  .*.,.. 
Upcrati™  Iff  iiecrosiR  otfetnur  (anthenl*!). 
Operation  fur  D^ntsii  of  tibia  (pyaemia  j. ,, 
iJperatioa  E>r  removal  of  hydatids  of  mttui 
Operadoft   for   rem^vn]  of  epilhdama  of 

mouth  ,.»*»»», +»  +  *  t  ^  *,  +  ,♦..  +  .  ^ 

Uperatir>ii  of  dmimd^A  (pyscmia] . « 

Paracentesiis  for  empyema  ..*..►.* * 

Famccnle^U  for  empyema  ipyvamin)  ^ » » « . , 
Faracentcftis  for  abM;?t:»s  of  tiver^  <  >  i. . . . . ,  ^ 
Paiacentesb  for  pleurisy  (septicemia)'. .. , , 


4dTtys. 


I  J,  days^ 
■X  ystfi. 
t9  dav4, 

i€  dayi^ 

a  8  hottn. 
3  dnyt. 

30  hours. 


J  day*, 
a  weeki. 


4  days, 
t  month. 

li  years. 


fi  day*. 
6  day&. 


.^  ICUM. 


Fknoe»tjai&    of  abdmocn   fv  Jnf^ 

(pentooiiis,   dUataiiaii  oT  vntfiv 

of  heart}.  ,,..„.,,..,.*  „*„,.,„ 
Petinseorrbaplua  ^  ruptiife 'Of fttniM 

ipAmitTtioni  .. ..,,. ...., 

PerinsaJ  section  . . ,  ^.^  „,.,»,. .,..4., 

Penneal  lithouipsy  for  calculuii  (pilair 

alMce«»-»]i » *  * 

Puncture  of  t^vadan  cyst  tpentLmi**  ,. 
Remm'al  of  tumor  £!^  ui&fi*  i^^iivi^ic) 
Remt>va|  of  fibroid  tumor  of  iiimi»  i«^ 

ticauniaK. ,  ,«,. ,,    .^,k...  .- 

Hemoval  of  ^tty  mmv  M^  hu±  igm 

grenc,  i-hoclt)  . , . .,  ,,»   •-+« 

Removal  rd  malii^afti  ttimor  uf  bff' 

(effitsifln  of  Imai), . .  * .  ♦ .--  ^^  ^-.-* 
Rcnoval  of  pnaiapae  of  ^B^ufi  (po» 

tti)....,,    ..    ... **. - 

Rc3M£tkHi  of  bone  €>€  leg  fef  »««• 

(pyafm^ia)  .,,.*.,,,.*.. m.-" 

Thoniceotcsfiji    for  pyo^tbofsx  ipeneA- 

tis»,.„._..,. _*»„... .*,**-!. - 
Tracheotomy  foe  djplnlicrk  (sepJiitni^ 
Tratheuiomy  for  diphthena  (ctofs^w 

liftung-s).  ...,.*.   .^r, ,  ..-*► 

Tracheotomy  for  diptithentic  crci«S|pi-< 
Trac>K?utqmy  for  4;dema  gbttiJi^  ("^w 

chitis) .... ,, ,.  .^ >►      ♦■•• 

Tra^^heotcnay  (ur   tuEmir  in   Iwyiw.t''*' 

d]«iti&,  bronchltisV  -.Ho.i-4^  - 
l^rachsjtomiy    for    paraJyvis  of  Iff* 

(aAphyjciaJ  .„,,..,   .,.*,. ,,..... r 

Tracheotomy  for  eroup - 

TracW>toiny  for  croy|k  (pcieuianidql  - 
Tracheotomy  for  it^oup  fpnetinw«iaj  ■  ■ 
Trachc(9tomy  for  croup. ..,,.,..,,..  •- 
Tracheotomy  fm- croup.  ...,*». -**.*-*■ 
Tracheotomy  for  croup.  * .  * . , ....  ■  — 

Tracheotomy  forcniup...,^ ^,.^*" 

Tracheotumy  for  croup  (apneei!   .  ..►^- 
Tracbeotomy  forcnoup  [poaitrtufi'aK 
l'racheoli;wny  fi3T  croup  |t03cta™i  - 
Tracheotomy  for  croup  (^bnmcliiTLsl 
Tracheotomy  fur  croup  tlaryTtftiti^V 
Trachcsotctmy  for  cncHip  (prjomilskfi*>*"' 
Tracheoti>fny  fbr  cnnii*,  .„..,...    -  - 
Urethratotny' internal^   (or  sttidWitl^P 

pfe^slofi  of  uniie»  s/npikxmii '**-*' 
Urethrotomy    f^r    stricture    of    uitrt** 

(cystiti*,  pneitmuuiaK,,-.-.        - 

1'oiaI.  14*. 
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DURATION. 

Amputation  (double)  of  1^,  gangrene  of 

foot  (pyaemia) 7  days. 

Amputation  of  arm,  for  syphilic  necrosis  of 

bones  of  the  arm  and  hand  (erysipelas, 

gangrene,  pyaemia) 

Amputation  of  arm  for  necrosis  of  ulna 

Amputation  of  foot  for  injuries  by  jump 

from  street  car 

Amputation  of  foot  for  caries  of  tanal  bone 

(pyonephrosis,  cedema  of  lungs) 

Amputation  of  feet  for  frost-bite  (septi- 
cemia)  

Amputation   of  hand   for   eroding   ulcer 

(asthenia) 

Amputation  of  leg  for  necrosis  of  tibia  ....      3  mos. 
Amputation  of  thigh  for  tuberculosis   of 

knee-joint  (paralysis  of  heart) 

Amputation  of  thigh,  for  abscess  of  knee- 
joint.  7  weeks. 

Amputation  of  thigh  (septicsemia) xo)^  mos. 

Amputation  of  thigh  for  laceration  of  leg, 

by  being  nm  over  by  Third  avenue  car.      3  days. 
Amputation  of  penis  for   epithelioma  of  ' 

prepuce 

Craniotomy,  child-birth 

Craniotomy,  child-birth  (malformation  of 

pelvis) 4  days. 

Craniotomy,  child-birth  (face  presentation, 

shock) 

Circumcision 

Circumcision  (eryapeks) 6  days. 

Elytrorrhaphy     for      procedentia     uteri 

(tetanus) x8  days. 

Elephantiasb  of  labia  magna  (septicaemia) 

Enucleation  of  eye  for  melano  sarcoma 

(meningitis) 3  yean. 

Excision  of  breast  for  cancer  (collapse) ....     18  mos. 
Exdsion  of  tibia  for  dislocation,  forcible 

ejection  from  room  (erysipelas) 

Excision  of  tongue  and  jaw  for  cancer  of 

tongue  (shock) aohours. 

Exsection  of  elbow  (asthenia) 

Exsection  of  epithelial  cancer  of  tongue 

(bronchitis,  pneumonia) 

Exsection  of  half  of  lower  jaw  for  encepha- 

loid  cancer  (asthenia) 

Ikistronomy  of  obstruction  of  intestines 

Hysterotomy  (parametritis)  ? 3  weeks. 

Laryngotomy  for  memb.  croup 4  days. 

Ligation  of  external  iliac  artery  for  femoral 

aneurism 3  days. 

Lithotomy  (pyo-nephrosis) 

Lithotomy  (peritonitis) 

Lithotomy   for   versical    calculus    (pelvic 

cellulitis) 3  weeks. 

Lithotomy  for  calculus  (pneumonia) 12  days. 

Lithotomy  for  stone  in   bladder  (cystitis, 

peritonitis) a  mos. 


DURATION. 

Lithotomy  for  stone  in  bladder  (pneu- 
monia)       8  days. 

Metro-Haematocele.  occlusion  of  vagina 

(metro-peritoniti:) 

CEsophagotomy  for  erysipeku  (asthenia) 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor a^  years. 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor  (peritonids).    48  hours. 
Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor  (peritonitis).      4  years. 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor  (peritonitis) 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor  (haemorr- 
hage)       9  hours. 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  tumor  (septicae- 
mia)  i 

Ovariotomy  (peritonitis) 35  hours. 

Ovanotomy  (peritonitis) 28  hours. 

Ovariotomy  (peritonitis) 48  hours. 

Ovanotomy  (septicaemia) 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  cyst  (peritonitis) 

Ovariotomy,  ovarian  cyst  (peritonitis) 

Ovariotomy  for  coloid  of  ovary  (asthenia)      5  mos. 
Ovariotomy  for  polycystic  ovarian  tumor    ao  hours. 

Operation  for  umbilical  hernia. 

Operation  for  strangulated  hernia 

Operation     for    strangulated     inguinal 

hernia 

Operation     for    strangulated     inguinal 

hernia  (peritonitis) 

Operation     for     strangulated     inguinal 

hernia  (peritonitis) 

Operation     for    strangulated     inguinal 

hernia  (peritonitis)  36  hours. 

Operation     for    strangulated     inguinal 

hernia  (gangrene  of  intestines) 3  days. 

Operation  for  strangulated  femoral  her- 
nia (asthenia) 

Operation  for  strangulated  femoral  her- 
nia (asthenia) 4  ^^Y^- 

Operation  for  strangulated  femoral  her- 
nia (peritonitis  gangrene  of  intes- 
tines)  

Operation  for  strangulated  femoral  her- 
nia (shock) 

Operation  for  anchylosis  of  knee  (shock).      5  days. 
Operation  for  dilatation  of  cervix  uteri 

(peritonitis) a4  hours. 

Operation  for  division  of  cervix  uteri  for 
obstructive  dessmenorrhoea  (pelvic 

abscess,  pelvic  cellulitis) xo  wks. 

Operation  for  fistula  in  ano  (erysipelas) 

Operation  (harelip) 

Operation  for  imperforate  anus 5  days. 

Operation  for  imperforate  anus  (asthenia)        .... 
Operation  for  laceration  of  cervix  uteri 
during  child-birth,  (rupture  of  pelvic 
abscess,  pelvic  cellulitis) 3  wks. 
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Opentioii  for  taferatioti  of  cerrix  uteri 

(Bright't  diseue,  ur^Emia) .  ^ 4  dayt. 

Opstation  for  lumbir  coloiocny  for  stric- 
ture of  transverse  toLan.  .*.,.**  ^*.^*^       t  year. 

QpemtioD  for  removal  of  aneurism  of 
(cmoml  artery  {nephritis,  aicct  of 
«toinacb^  inajiitian  t « .  „  ^ ,  ^ , »         . . « _ 

Operaticia  for  r^niDvai  otabdiDinifUil  tumor 

(cxhaiiBtion]!.^*   .«<»w... «.».*.*.*..      411101. 

Oper^iijfi  for  remi^val  of  cystic  tumor  cif 

bead  fifijmiftionl.^  *--*,.  >, ^.. 

Opetadon  for  remaval  tsS  fifaro  cystic  tu- 
mor Df  uterus  ntiaiiLtiDn) ^. ..«,,«.      j  yean, 

fi^rajion  far  rcittovjd  ofcat^^ct  ^astKtiziia^        h,  . » . 

Operation  for  reniDvaJ  of  cicncer  of  jaw*,       a  yean. 

'Operation  for  removal  of  cancer  of  uteriB 

(pyicmi^)* , ...  ^ .  * .  *  ^ .  ^ ,  ^ .  ^ ......... ,       B  ohm, 

OperatJoa  for  fcmefal  of  epitltelial  caocer 

«f  cUtorti. ..........................        . . , . 

pp£ratwfi  for  remo^ral  of  epithelial  cajacer 

of  cervue  uteri, .««* * .,.  .  **..-.,        .«.. 

Gperatioti  for  reiAo'val  of  epithelial  cancer 

of  face  i  ptneufnODta.  ebrietas), . ^  *  ^         , , , . 

Opef;idoii  for  removal  of  epithelial  cancer 
of  genital  organs  and  cancer  of  (OBuinal 
gland  ^pytf mia)  ..,,,.,**«.,,«**,.*».*       li  tao&. 

Operatkm  for  removal  of  encepttalotd  caji- 

cer  of  th:vh  (afthenia) * ., 

Operation  for  removal  of  orbital  ^ui^er 

iiyphilis,  diarrhiia). ..,....,        .„. 

Operation  for  removal  of  sdiLrruK  cancer 

of  breast.  .....„,»»......., , .  „       3  ojos. 

Operation  for  iwnornl  of  enchondmrna  of 

majTia.  *«.»...*  .*, ,,_,**.*    .*.*.         „., 

Operation  iCjcarian]  for  removal  of  fi- 
broid tumor  of  uicn»  (periion  i  tk  ]. . . . .     31  houn. 

Operation  for  removal  of  Rbroid   tumor  of 

ulerm(exliaiistiDn},.,   ,..,., .,        ..,, 

OperiAtioa  for  remoYal  of  fibroid  tutnor  of 

ulenis  {metro-peritonitis,  tiRBoiia) ....       i  week. 

Operation  for  rem<i¥a!  of  fibroma  of  uterus 

(exhaii£Eion>  .»...»„ *..,., j  year. 

Operation  for  removal  of  ftmyfoid  granula-^ 

tion  y>eritcniilis>.  *  * ».,*.*.*.. 

OperattOT)  for  removal  of  lower  part  of  tibia 

for  oitco  liare^»  and  oaeo  tdero^is* , ,         „  * . 

OperAiion  for  removnl  of  ptolapse  of  vagtna 

(septicemia)  .„..,..„..».,.„.,...     13  day*. 

Operation  for  retaoval  of  neurolhii  of  band 

Urj^sipelas) , aa  day*. 

Operation  for  removaJ  of  pulypus  of  uterua 

(flooding,  anemia). ...,,.,....,.,..         |j  «|fty. 


OperattdA  fiarrawsval  of 

I  fhBiaan4i4§e}  ...*.. *'.^ 
I  Operaiioii  for  i^botsI  of 
I  (tetanus,  chitd-birtlt) „ 

Paiacentiia  for  dropsy  (penunizii,  ^ 
ease  of  neatt) ..»..«.... 

FerineAl  section^   futula,   ef  puiuai^ 


Perineal  se'Ctioti,  for  ruptarrr  of  mdlki. 

extravasation  of  uriae  (pyctiui)^.*. 
Recction    of  elbow    joint  for  fans  d 

huitierus  nephritis  bcpticzjmi:  -r<. 
Re$ectian    of    wrist    joint    &f  aoA 

(pyaemia )..>«*  ..-..»<.* * • 

Tracheotomy  for  croup. *....**...#«< ^4 
Tiactieoiawiy  for  cfoup  1  cedema  of  \m^^ 
TruibecittHny    lor   crxiup 

oedema  of  lungs' .  ..*....«* 
Tracheotomy  for  fnetobraaoaw 
Tracheotomy  for    mcmhcanefnv  <n^ 

(pneumonia). *—-  »*. 

Tracheotomy    for    membranepos^  cna^ 

i| broncho-pneumonia.  cyanonBv*-*" 
Tracheotomy  for  diphtheretic  CTOV^-*"- 
Tracheotomy  for  LaryDfreAl  oou^*..-** 

Tracheotomy  for  dipbtlicrw, *--*** 

Tfadieototiiy  for  dipbiberia. *...,.'*• 
Tiadieotomy  for  diphtlicna  ibrrmeluts 
Tracheotomy  for  diphtheria  (poralyflif  ■ 
Tracheotomy  for  diphtheria 
Tracheotomy  for  kiryngitb.  ****., 
Tracheotomy  for  acute  laryngitis, 
Tracbeotoiay  for  diphtheretic 
Tradieotoaoy  for  diplitheretjc  t<uyn|it4^ 
Tracheotomy  for  sdema  of  taryiut  [ptef' 

yngitii,  |ineumontii/...P. **'*- 

Thoracenteis  for  empyema--. .  *.,,*-** 
Thorace»;e&is  for  pncume-diOcax*  -■— -• 
Thoracentesis  for  pyn-piwainfi-lfafiiaJt.* 
Urethrotomy,  EKtetnaJ  f«^  imctiiR  ^ 

extrav3«tion  of  urine  (itraEiiiia)..^ 
Urethrotomy  t  esttemal  for  stricture 

tiotti  of  urine  (ui-Emia)..*.  ■«>. 
Urethrotomy,  cxiemal  and  intefnal  (C|* 

titis  pyelitis  I 

Urethrtftooty,  external  a^td  int«n*U  **^ 

stricture  of  urethra  ipneumonkl. 
Urethttitomy,   tnieriiml  for  strictuns 

urethra,  ectravaation  of  urtfls  i 

«:ri>tum  (crp>ipehiis)...,..'P.^ii.»*4.« 
Urethrotomy,  penneaJ  fer  f&4ESure<J 

ond  httmorHage) ..«....*..-*■. 

TouK  i]3« 
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Datb  of 
Dbath. 


January 


16 
••         20 

24 

27 

February  1 
2 
4 
4 

15 


March        1 
•*  2 

3 
4 
9 
"  xo 

13 
14 
15 


28 
31 
3 
8 
8 
9 
9 


April 


Age. 


Condition. 


Married.. 
Single.... 


Married.., 
Single.,  t . . 


Widowed.. 
Married... 


Single... 


Married.. . 


Single 

Married.. . 


Single.... 
Married.. 


Married... 


Widowed- 
Married... 
Single 


Married... 


Single.. 


Occupation. 


Druggist 

Silver  Plater. 
Machinist.... 
Merchant.... 
Cartnuu 


School  Boy 

Hotsekeeper.... 
Ship  Carpenter. . 
Housekeeper.... 


Laborer.. 


Actor. . 


Porter... 
Laborer.. 
Hatter.  . 


Housekeeper. , 


Waiter 

Teacher 

Bookkeeper... 
Shoemaker. . . 

Laborer. 

Cigar  Maker. 
Peddler 


Office  Boy 

Housekeeper. . 

Porter 

Housekeeper.. 

Sailor 

Servant 

Journalist 


Nativity. 


United  States.., 

England , 

Germany  t 

New  York 

Ireland , 

New  York 

United  States... 

KngUnd 

Ireland 

Germany 

New  York 

Italy 

South  Carolina. . 
United  States... 

Germany 

United  States.. 

Ireland 

Italy 

United  States. . 


England.. 
Germany. 
Maryland. 
Germany. 


Ireland. 


Bohemia. . 
Germany. 


New  York 

United  States 

England 


Means  Usbo. 


Germany 

North  Carolina. . . 


Laudanum. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium. 

Cutting  his  wrist. 

Gunshot 

Incised  wound  of  throat. 

Laudanum. 

Hanging. 

Oxalic  Acid. 

Poison. 

Poison. 

Oil  of  Tansy. 

Cutting  throat 

Gunshot 

Gunshot 

Hanging 

Leap  firom  window. 

Gunshot 

Gunshot 

Leap  firom  window. 

Severing  jugular  artery. 

Drowning. 

Strychnine. 

Leap  from  window. 

Opium. 

Morphia  and  Ether. 

Cutting  throat 

Hanging. 

Gunshot 

Phosphorus. 

Arsenic. 

Gunshot 

Hanging. 

Laudanum. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium. 

Opium. 

Oxalic  acid. 

Laudanum. 


DEATHS  BY  SUICIDE  IN  THE  YEAR   i%7^—(ConH9med). 


[Z>>*.TB  OF     I 


Agk. 


xly 


X3 
'7 
X7 

30 

24 

a8 


August 


23 
24 
25 

a6 

2 

4 
6 


13 
13 
X4 


83 
27 
52 
35 
7» 
35 
56 
40 
33 
5x 
X9 
37 
36 
24 
x8 
35 
40 
33 
35 
47 
45 
29 

49 
63 

29 
24 
24 
53 
36 
32 
51 


27 
60 
45 


Condition. 


Widowed. 
Single 


Single 

Married..., 
Sbgle 


Married- 
Single.... 


Single. 

Married.. . . 


Widowed... 
Married.... 


Single.... 
Married.. 


Single.. 


Single.. 


Married.. 
Single.. . . 


Married.. 


Occupation. 


Porter 

Carpenter 

Hospital  Orderly 

Tailor 

Dry  Goods. 

Saloonkeeper 

Artificial  Eye  Maker. 

Peddler.... 

Apothecary 


Tin  Roofer.. 


Plumber 

Peddler 

Machinist , 

Boarding-house  keeper 

Jeweler. 

GUder 

Compositor 

Laborer , 

Domestic 


Saloon-keeper.. 

Laborer. 

Butcher 


Druggist 

Tinsmith 

Housekeeper. . 
Seaman 


Saloon-keeper. . 


NATivrrv. 

Germany 

Scotland , 

Germany 

England 

Germany 

France 

Germany 

Scotland 

New  York..... 

Ireland 

United  States. 

New  York 

Germany , 

New  Jersey..., 

Scotland 

New  Yoric...., 
Ireland 

Unknown 

Germany 

Ireland , 

Germany 

Ireland 

United  States. 

Germany 

Belgium 

Poland. 

New  York.... 
Germany 

United  Sutes. 

Ireland 

Germany 


Mbans  Used. 


Drowning. 

Hsmging. 

Drowning. 

Opium. 

Gunshot. 

Tincture  of  Opium. 

Gunshot. 

Corrosive  poison. 

Sulphuric  acid. 

Opium. 

Paris  Green. 

Paris  Green. 

Hydrate  of  Chloral. 

Drowning. 

Hanging. 

Poison. 

Gunshot. 

Laudanum. 

Cutting  throat 

Leap  from  window. 

Paris  Green. 

Paris  Green. 

Tincture  of  Opium. 

Gunshot. 

Hanging. 

Gunshot. 

Hanging. 

Hydrate  of  Chloral. 

Immersion. 

Drowning. 

Hanging. 

Paris  Green. 

Hanging. 

Gunshot. 

Chloroform. 

Drowning. 

Gunshot 
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DEATHS  BY  SUICIDE  IN  THE  YEAR   1S7 4-(Conttnued), 


I>ATK  OF 

1>EATH. 


0'^einbcr3 
4 
••  4 

5 
7 
II 
13 
13 


23 
24 
25 
28 
28 
30 
December  i 

7 

9 

13 
;6 
18 
24 
24 
25 
25 
26 
27 
27 
28 
29 
29 


Agk.  I  Condition. 


35 

34 

36 
52 
20 

24 
40 
43 
34 
54 
65 
30 
35 
49 
45 
34 
38 
37 
33 
3' 
32 
40 
30 
a8 
60 
39 
50 
53 
44 
36 

21 
38 


Single 

Married... 
Single 


Married.... 


Single.. 


S.ngle 

Married.. . 

Widowed- 
Married... 

Single 

Married.. . 


Single 

Widowed. 


Single.... 
Married.. 


Single.. 


Occupation. 


Driver. . 
Dentist. 


Butcher 

Pocketbook  Maker. 

Florist 

Clerk 

Laborer 

Housekeeper 

Laborer 

Merchant 


Barber. 


Telegraph  Operator. 

Housekeeper 

Domestic 


Clerk.. 


Wood  Turner. 
Housekeeper. . 
Seaman 


Housekeeper. . 

Tailor 

Editor 

Laborer  ...... 


Jeweler. . 


NATivrrv. 


Germany 

Massachusetts... 
United  States... 
Germany 


Means  Used. 


New  Yoric. 
Ireland.... 


Canada . . . 
Germany. 


New  York.. 
Germany . . . 
New  Jersey. 
Germany . . . 


Illinois. . . . 
Germany. 


Ireland 

Nova  Scotia. . 
Germany  . . . . 

Ireland 

Germany . . . . 


New  York. 


Denmark . 


Gunshot 

Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 

Gunshot. 

Gunshot. 

Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 

Cuttmg  throat 

Hangmg. 

Hanging. 

Hangmg. 

Gunshot 

Hanging. 

Corrosive  Sublimate. 

Narcotic  poison. 

Gunshot. 

Gimshot. 

Paris  Green. 

Paris  Green. 

Gunshot. 

Strychnine. 

Paris  Green. 

Drowning. 

Inciseil  wound  of  neck. 

Cutting  wrist 

Hanging. 

Laudanum. 

Hanging. 

Gtuishot. 

Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium. 


35 


':\ 
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NATIVITY. 


Belgium 2 

Bohemia 1 

Canada 3 

Denmark x 

England 8 

France 4 

Germany 82 

Ireland 20 


Italy 

Poland 

Nova  Scotia 

Scotland 

United  States 

Unknown 

Total. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


Actor 

Agents 

Boarding-house  Keeper. 

Baker , 

Barber 

Butchers 

Bricklayer 

Bookbinders 

Carpenters 

Cigar  Makers 

Clerks  and  Salesmen .... 

Compositor 

Dentist 

Domestics 

Drivers,  Carmen,  etc ... . 

Druggists. 

Engineer 

Engraver 

Florist 

Fireman 

GUder 

Hatters 

Housekeepers 

Hospital  Employee 

Jewelers 

Journalists 

Laborers. 


Single,  55 :  Married,  88 ;  Widowed,  15  ;  Not  suted,  a2~-Total,  x8a    Males,  140 ;  Fen 


Lawyer 

Machinists. 

Merchants. 

Office  Boy 

Oculist 

Painter , 

Peddlere. 

Physician 

Porters 

Plumber , 

Pocketbook  Maker.. 

Saloon-keepers. 

Seamstress 

Seamen  and  Sailofs. . 

Shoemakers 

School  Boy 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths. 

Teachers 

Turner 

Waiters 

Watchmen 

Weaver. 

Washerwomac 

Not  stated 

Total 


DEATHS  BY  SUICIDE   IN  THE  YEAR  1875. 


I>ATB. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Male.. 


Female 


Male. 


X3 
'9 


93 


23 
"  25 
"      27 

"  30 

Feb.  20 
*'  21 
"    25 

"    a8 
Mar.  10 

"    «3 
"     16 

"     »^ 

"    25  I 
"    a6 
••    30 
April  X 

"  5 

"  6 

"  8 

"  X3 


Female 
Male. 


Female 
Male. 


Female 
Male 


19 
39 
43 
66 
x8 
38 
25 
40 
56 
57 
3« 
58 
59 
32 
23 
27 
45 
33 
34 
60 
30 
20 
40 
59 
4X 
30 
68 

43 
x6 
48 
50 
43 
50 
37 
26 

57 
50 


Condition. 


Married . 
Single.... 


Married  . 


Single.... 
Married.. 


Single 

Married... 
Single 


Married... 


Widowed.. 
Married... 
Single..... 
Married... 


Married . 


Mamed.. 


Occupation. 


Nativity. 


Carpenter. . 


Express  . 


Shoemaker. . 
Bar-keeper. . 
Laborer  . . . . 


Carpenter.... 

Carman 

Fruit  Dealer. 
Druggbt  .... 


Tailor 

Druggist. . 

Cook 

Tailor..... 
Plumber... 
Waiter... 


Manufacturer . . 


Gardener 

Seamstress 

Piano  Maker 

City  Weigher. . . . 

Book-keeper 

Waiter 

UmbrelU  Maker. 


Germany. 


Switzerland  , 

Ireland 

Germany . . . , 


Ireland 

Germany 

United  States. 

Germany 

Ireland 

Geimany 


Ireland 

Germany . . . , 

France , 

New  Jersey., 
Germany . . . . 


Ireland... 
Germany. 
Sweden  . . 
Germany. 


Scotland 

Germany , 

New  York 

France  

England 

Germany 

United  States. 

Germany 

New  York 

Germany 

New  York 

Germany 


Mbans  Usbd. 


Gunshot 
Cutting  throat. 
Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 

{Eating    phosphorus    from 
matches. 

Paris  Green. 
Carbolic  add. 
Gunshot 

Paris  Green. 
Cutting  throat 
Hanging. 
Gunshot 
Corrosive  poison. 
Paris  Green. 
Jump  from  window. 


Gunshot 

Paris  Green. 

Hanging. 

Hydrocyanic  acid. 

Gunshot 

Hanging. 

Jumping  into  machinery. 

Hanging. 

Gunshot 

Drowning. 

Gunshot 

Corrosive  poison. 

Paris  Green. 

Gunshot. 

Morphbe. 
Hanging. 

Metallic  poison. 


DEATHS  BY   SUICIDE  IN  THE  YEAR    1^7$— {Continued). 


Datb. 


JxAnc  14 


21 

"  23 

"  23 

"  24 

"  25 

"  25 

"  25 

••  25 

••  26 

**  29 

July  2 

••  6 

"  7 

••  8 


"     25 
"    25 

"     26 

Aug.  2 

"      3 

"      4 


Sex. 


Female 
Male.. 
Female. 

Male.. 
Female 
Male.. 

Female 
Male.. 


Female 
Male.. 
Female 

Male 


Female. 
Male 


Agb. 


26 

39 
22 

30 
45 
4^ 
33 
52 
67 
55 
57 
38 

2t 

43 
38 
55 
43 
46 
47 
35 
40 
30 
39 
33 

y> 

48 
32 
73 
49 
37 
25 
45 
42 
70 

29 
38 
28 


Condition. 


Married. 


Married . . 
Widowed. 


Married. 


Married. 


Occupation. 


Housekeeper. . 


Housekeeper. . 


Shoemaker 

Basketmaker. . , 

Journalist 

Printer 

Saloon-keeper.. 

Tailor 

Saloon-keeper. . 


Nativity. 


Germany. 


Rhode  Island. 
Germany 


New  York 

Switzerland..., 
New  York...., 
Pennsylvania. . 
Germany 


Georgia. . . . 
New  York. 
Germany.. 


Widowed.. 


Carpenter 

Housekeeper. . 


Servant 

Upholsterer. 


Married . . . 

Single 

Widowed.. 
Married . . . 

Single 

Married.... 

"      ...      Agent., 


Cigar  Maker 

Hotel-keeper.  ... 

Printer 

Physician 


Ireland..... 
Germany . . 
England . . . 
New  York. 
Germany.. 


Single.... 
Married.. 


Widowed- 


Married.... 
Single 


Confectioner.. 

Sailor 

Merchant.... 


Saloon-keeper. 

Clerk. 

Housekeeper. . 
Butcher 


New  York 

Scotland 

New  York 

United  States 

Germany 

United  States..... 

Germany 

Holland 

New  Hampshire. 

Germany 

Switzerland 

Germany 

Ireland 

New  York 


Means  Used. 


Pans  Green. 

Drowning. 

Opium. 

Drowning. 

Gunshot. 

Morphine. 

Gimshot 

Paris  Green. 

Opium. 

{Beating  his  head  with  pav- 
ing stone. 

Paris  Green. 
Laudanum. 
Arsenic 
Cutting  throat. 
Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 
Gimshot. 
Paris  Green. 

(Forcing  hb  head  between 
(     raik  of  an  iron  bedstead. 

Cutting  throat. 

Hanging. 

Gunshot. 

Paris  Green. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium. 

Cutting  throat. 

Gunshot 

Morphine. 

Paris  Green. 

Gunshot. 

Gunshot. 

Hanging. 

Hanging. 

Morphine. 

Jump  from  window. 

(junshot 


I 
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DEATHS  BY  SUICIDE  IN  THE  YEAR  iSjs—iCatt/inued). 


1 

1 

Skx. 

1 

Acs. 

CoNomoN. 

Occupation. 

Nativity. 

Mbans  Used. 

Male 

30 

Single 

Married.... 

Single 

Married.... 

Single 

Manied... . 

Baker 

Germany 

Ireland. 

Gunshot. 

Waiter 

Paris  Greeii 

....      ,. 

1      "     ••••      " 
Female . .      20 

Blacksmith 

Servant 

Germany 

Ireland 

Drowning. 

Jump  from  window. 

Gimshot. 

Hanging. 

Gunshot. 

Male....      29 
"     16 

Agent 

Butcher 

New  York 

Ireland 

1     "    ....!    .T 

1 

■^ 

NATIVITY. 


«9 


Scotland 

Sweden 

Switzerland. . . . 
United  States. 
Unknown 


5 

6 


Total. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


Maker, 
per.... 
lith 


iepers. 


:crs 

Maker. 


eigher. . 
[akers. . 


loner. . 
its. 


man... 
ealer. . 


eepers. . 
eepers  . 


Dealer. 

apher . . 


Locksmith. 

Manufacturer. . 

Merchants. 

Nurse. 

Painters. 

Peddler. 

Piano  Maker. 

Porters. 

Printer. 

Plumber. . 

Physicians. 

Photographer. 

Sailor. 

Saloon-keepers. 

Salesman 

Servants 

Seamstresses 

Shoemakers 

Shoe  Cutters  and  Fitters 

Superintendent  Steamship  Line. 

Tailors 

Umbrella  Maker 

Upholsterer 

United  States  Army  Officer 

Waiters 

Wood  Carver 

Other  occupations 


53 


Total 155 


i;ie,  2x  ;  Widowed,  xo  ;  Married,  74  ;  Not  stated,  50 — ^Total,  155. 
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NOTES   ON  THE   CHIEF   CAUSES   OF   DEATH. 


The  fact  which  first  commands  our  notice  in  the  mortuary  st 
of  this  city  is  that  which  shows  the  mortality  of  children  under 
of  age  to  be  excessive,  and  which  proves  that  the  remarkable 
ations  in  the  death-rate  of  the  population,  from  week   to  we< 
from  season  to  season,  occur  almost  wholly  as  a  result  of  ceaseL 
excessive  variations  in  the  number  of  children  who  die  at  that 
age.     An  inspection  of  the  chart  which  faces  this  page  exhib 
statistical  fact  in  a  graphic  manner  and  shows  certain  particula 
cerning  the  causes  which  vary  most  widely  in  the  mortality  of  cl 
The  charts  which  are  placed  before  the  statistical   abstracts 
other   evidence   which   enters  into   the   detailed    statements 
abstracts  themselves. 

The  13,956  children  who  died  under  5  years  of  age  in  18; 
the  14,848  deaths  at  the  same  tender  age  in  1875,  had  an  un 
history  of  causes  of  premature  taking  off  which  would  throw 
light  upon  the  registered  statistics  and  names  of  diseases  whi 
set  forth  in  these  tabulated  abstracts.  While  numerous  circum* 
of  tenements  and  families  may  have  a  record  of  sanitary  i 
complaint  and  official  orders  filed  as  a  portion  of  the  history  of 
of  the  excessive  mortality,  and  especially  of  the  effort  to  ovc 
and  diminish  them,  there  remain  numerous  other  and  greater  s 
of  this  waste  of  child-life  to  be  treated  as  social  and  economii 
which  are  not  directly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  public 
authority. 

The  question  whether  the  sources  of  excessive  infant  mortc 
this  city,  are  or  can  be  measurably  controlled,  is  receiving  a 
.  favorable  solution  than  the  public  well  understands.  The  ten 
of  incessant  efforts  by  the  sanitary  authorities  in  this  city  have  a 
made  a  positive  impression  upon  certain  sources  of  general  moi 
and  even  of  infant  mortality,  which  may  safely  be  entered  up 
records.  The  statistical  table  and  diagram  in  which  the  proport 
mortality  in  all  the  living  inhabitants  at  each  age  is  shown  (se< 
270  and  its  facing  diagram),  present  the  fact  that  the  rate  of  mo 
in  the  children  of  the  city  in  1875  was  equal  to  115.84  in  every 
of  them.  This  is  the  death  toll  that  the  children  under  5  yea 
paid    in  one  of  the  most  trying  years  of  this  decennium   in 
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sanitary  improvements  have  been  progressing.  In  the  year  1865, 
which  was  a  generally  favorable  one  to  children,  the  census  found 
living  in  the  city  95,022  children  under  5  years  old  ;  and  the  mortuary 
records  show  that  12,802  of  them  died  in  that  year  ;  this  is  equal  to 
134.72  deaths  in  every  1,000  children  under  5  enumerated  in  the 
census  in  1865. 

Numerous  other  facts  can  be  adduced  to  prove  that  a  saving 
agency  has  been  at  work,  and  that  the  lives  of  young  children  are 
more  secure,  and  that  the 'health  and  welfare  of  families  have  gained, 
and  are  gaining  by  the  operation  of  sanitary  regulations  and  the 
influence  of  sanitary  works.  If  social  and  domestic  improvements  are 
keeping  pace,  as  they  always  do,  in  the  advancement  of  sanitary  im- 
provements, their  credit  even  in  this  gain  to  life  is  large.  It  was  not 
safe  to  promise  much  gain  in  this  direction  at  the  beginning  of  sani- 
tary improvements  ten  years  ago,  because  the  crowding  and  other  evils 
of  the  tenement-houses,  and  the  increased  congregating  of  dependent 
and  improvident  classes  were  going  on  from  bad  to  worse  every 
year. 

The  ratio  per  centum  which  the  mortality  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age  is  in  any  year  found  to  bear  to  the  total  mortality  at  all  ages 
in  the  city  is  less  or  more  significant  according  to  the  scale  of  increase 
or  decrease  in  the  death-rate  of  the  whole  population  in  the  year  ;  for 
if  in  the  total  of  ages  at  and  over  5  years,  the  death-rate  of  that 
separate  913,717  inhabitants  were  to  be  decreased  ten  per  centum, 
or,  in  1875,  had  been  so  decreased,  and  at  the  same  time  the  child 
mortality  had  been  diminished  in  the  same  absolute  ratio,  the  latter 
would  not  exhibit  such  change  in  the  per  centum  ratio  it  held  to  the 
total  mortality  in  the  city.  The  death-rate  has  been  decreasing  in 
the  past  nine  years,  upon  the  whole,  but  the  per  cent,  of  child 
mortality  has  decreased  in  1873,  1874,  and  1875,  in  the  total  at  all 
ages.  This  fact  is  favorable,  because  the  general  death-rate  has  not 
sensibly  increased,  but  had  the  adult  mortality  been  increased  by  any 
cause,  then  the  apparent  reduction  of  the  per  centum  of  the  child 
mortality  would  be  fallacious  as  evidence  of  any  saving  of  life.  The 
death-rate  in  the  children  which  the  census  found  in  the  city — 

In  the  year  1865  was  134.72  in  1,000  of  the  living. 

**  1870    **     120.09  in  1,000  ** 

1875    **     115.84  in  1,000 
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The  per  centum  ratio  which  the   deaths   from   children  u 
years  of  age  had  to  the  total  mortality  at  all  ages — 

Under  5  Total 

yeaR  old.         all  ages. 

In  the  year  1865  was  51.52,  or  12,802  in  24,848. 

'*           1866  *'  47.25,  or  12,671  in  26,815. 

*'           1867  '*  52.99,  or  12,274  in  23,159. 

1868  '*  52.50,  or  13,067  in  24.889. 

'*           1869  **  51.09,  or  12,859  in  25,167. 

"           1870  '*  49.06,  or  13,883  in  27,175. 

'*           1 87 1  "  48.08,  or  12,971  in  26,976. 

'*           1872  "  49.58,  or  16,188  in  32,647. 

*'           1873  "  48.76,  or  14,182  in  29,084. 

1874  '*  48.58,  or  13,956  in  28,727. 

1875  **  48.35,  or  14,848  in  30,709- 


ZYMOTIC   DISEASES. 


These  causes  of  mortality  were  charged  with  9,71 5  deaths  ii 
and  10,904  in  1875,  or  32.82  and  35.51  per  cent,  of  the  total  f 
causes  in  these  years  respectively.  The  summer  diarrhoeal  n: 
of  young  children  were  charged  with  nearly  one-third  of  the 
from  zymotic  causes  ;  diphtheria  with  nearly  one-fourth,  and 
pox  with  nearly  one-eighth  of  this  class  of  deaths.  The  1 
prevalence  of  the  two  diseases  last  mentioned  so  increased  th 
of  zymotic  causes  of  mortality  as  to  make  it  greater  than 
average  of  the  previous  nine  years  ;  yet  this  rate  of  zymotic 
even  in  1875  (35.51  per  cent.),  was  less  than  in  1872  (36.10) 
diarrhc^al  disorders  gave  the  greatest  excess  of  this  class  of  ca 
death. 

The  causes  which  maintain  the  excessive  mortality  from  th 
of  diseases  are  so  dependent  on  over-crowding  of  the  populati 
the  conditions  of  insalubrity  and  danger  which  such  crowding  i 
that  notwithstanding  some  of  the  zymotic  maladies  may 
fatally  in  certain  of  the  less  crowded  quarters,  the  degree  of 
of  population  obviously  governs  the  degree  of  total  excess  of  t 
of  diseases  which  are  termed  zymotic.  The  preceding  table 
the  rate  of  density  of  population  per  acre  and  per   square 
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the  several  wards  of  the  city  and  in  its  three  grand  divisions,  namely  : 
(i)  From  the  Battery  to  Fourteenth  street.  (2)  From  Fourteenth 
street  to  Eighty-sixth  street.  (3)  From  the  latter  boundary  on  the  south, 
to  the  Bronx  and  the  line  which  divides  Yonkers  from  New  York. 
The  area,  population,  death-rates  and  the  relative  mortality  from  the 
zymotic  class  of  diseases  in  these  different  districts  of  the  city  in  the 
year  1875,  are  shown  in  this  table. 

The  foregoing  summary  exhibits  the  fact  that  in  the  Ninth, 
Twelfth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  and  Nineteenth  Wards, 
after  a  correction  for  the  pro  rata  of  deaths  in  public  institutions,  the 
death-rate  was  below  that  in  the  other  wards.  The  excess  (over  the 
average  for  the  city)  of  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases  in  the  wards 
where  the  hospitals  are  chiefly  located,  mostly  results  from  the  deaths 
in  those  institutions,  but  in  other  wards,  namely, — the  First,  Tenth, 
Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-third,  and  Twenty-fourth* 
the  excess  of  zymotic  causes,  and  excessive  rate  of  mortality,  are  to- 
gether due  to  local  and  domestic  causes  which  the  sanitary  authorities 
are  striving  to  overcome.  The  excessive  death-rate  in  the  First, 
Second,  Fourth,  Eighth,  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Fourteenth,  and 
Twentieth  Wards  is  intimately  associated  with  the  domestic  over- 
crowding of  the  tenement-house  classes  of  inhabitants. 
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Small'pox. — The  484  deaths  from  this  contagious  pest  in  1874, 
and  1,280  in  1875,  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  neglect  of  thorough 
vaccination  of  infants  was  the  chief  cause,  strictly  a  preventable 
cause,  and  the  neglect  and  indifference  of  certain  of  the  foreign 
immigrants  in  regard  to  their  own  protection  against  small-pox,  are 
to  be  charged  the  greater  part  of  this  waste  of  life,  for  of  the  1,280 
who  died  from  small-pox  in  1875,  no  less  than  224  were  infants  under 
I  year  of  age,  508  were  children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  295  were 
persons  of  foreign  birth.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  while  only 
26  of  the  decedents  were  between  10  and  15  years  of  age,  and  only 
54  between  15  and  20,  there  were  126  between  20  and  25,  and  104 
between  25  and  30  years  of  age.  This  plainly  enough  indicates  the 
importance  of  re-applying  the  vaccinal  test  of  protection  against  small- 
pox, once  at  least,  in  every  person,  early  in  the  age  of  puberty. 

Measles. — The  temporary  disappearance  of  measles  from  the  daily 
causes  of  death  in  this  city  at  various  intervals  in  1875  is  a  noticeable 
fact ;  and  this  occurred  at  a  period  when  diphtheria  was  prevailing 
epidemically,  and  when  scarlatina  was  less  prevalent  than  in  any 
previous  year  in  the  decade.  There  were  319  deaths  from  measles 
in  1874,  and  only  167  in  1875,  while  in  the  previous  eight  years  the 
average  annual  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  366.  In  these 
fatal  cases  of  measles  in  1874  and  1875  it  appears  that  diphtheria  was 
reported  as  fatally  complicating  the  disease  in  17  cases  in  the  former 
and  3  cases  in  the  latter  year. 

Scarlatijia. — Seeming  to  subside  in  some  degree  as  diphtheria 
increased  ia  prevalence,  scarlatina  was  charged  with  only  879  deaths  in 
1874,  and  514  in  1875,  yet  it  was  certified  as  having  preceded,  by 
some  brief  period,  162  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1874,  and  82  fatal 
cases  of  the  same  malady  in  1875,  while  it  was  certified  as  immediately 
following  and  complicating  8  other  fatal  diphtheritic  cases  in  1874, 
and  6  in  1875.  The  sanitary  care  which  is  given  by  most  family 
physicians,  in  the  prompt  seclusion  of  the  sick  of  scarlatina,  the 
thorough  disinfection  of  all  that  pertains  to  or  issues  from  the  sick, 
together  with  the  precautions  taken  for  personal  purification  of  all 
who  attend  upon  the  patients,  and  for  disinfection  and  renovation  of 
the  apartments  and  bedding  occupied  by  the  sick,  are  tending  to 
abate  the  prevalence  of  scarlatina.  The  subtle  and  persistent  nature 
of  the  contagium  of  scarlatina,  its  liability  to  be  carried  wherever  any 
particles  of  exfoliated   cuticle  or   of  epithelium   or  the  excremental 
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matter  from  the  sick  may  be  wafted  or  conveyed,  render  the  < 
duties  of  seclusion,  disinfection,  and  other  acts  for  guarding 
the  spread  of  this  disease  certainly  as  exacting  as  any  whic 
been  defined  by  sanitary  science  or  ever  undertaken  by 
men.  The  emphatic  pleading  of  Dr.  Wm.  Budd  in  18^ 
all  attendants  upon  the  sick  with  scarlatina  should  f 
adopt  these  means  of  security,  when  he  described 
detail  precisely  what  means  he  had  tested  for  twenty  yea 
complete  success,  now  finds  thousands  of  physicians  repeat 
plea  and  applying  those  means  for  arresting  the  spread  of  sc 
*'  Separation  on  the  one  hand,  and  disinfection  on  the  other, 
two  elements  of  the  method,  and  their  efficiency  depends  who 
the  same  promptness,  carefulness,  and  real  completeness  as  1 
both  disinfection  and  seclusion,  as  would  be  necessary  to  pre 
spread  of  small-pox,  were  vaccination  unknown."  A  desti 
upwards  of  20,000  young  lives  every  year  in  the  United  States 
many  hundreds  every  year  in  our  city,  may  ere  long  be  con 
It  now  seems  probable  that  certain  of  the  controllable  external 
of  this  majady  will  be  defined,  and  their  influence  be  wholly  pre 
for  in  the  careful  search  into  the  local  circumstances  of  outbn 
this  fever  in  England  and  Ireland,  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  Croydc 
Dr.  Maunsell,  in  Dublin,  have  separately  reached  the  conclusi 
slaughter-house  refuse  facilitates  the  propagation  of  the  con 
property,  or  possibly  produces  an  essential  cause  of  this  c 
Dr.  Carpenter,  who  certainly  is  a  very  trustworthy  sanitary  i 
gator,  has  published  the  record  of  outbreaks  of  scarlatina  wl: 
believes  to  have  originated  in  this  manner.  It  is  fortuna 
sanitary  science  can  thus  lay  hold  upon  preventable  factor 
infectious  destroyer. 

Diphtheria, — The  course  of  this  disease  from  the  beginnini 
prevalence  in  this  city  (in  the  present  generation)  was  allude 
the  report  of  this  office  in  1873-74.  The  statigraphic  charts 
pages  257  and  270  exhibit  the  course  of  diphtherial  epidemics 
and  1875.  The  charts,  with  the  aid  derived  from  the  tables 
tribution  of  the  city  mortality  in  wards  (pages  306-309),  an 
other  tables  following  them,  will  sufficiently  convey  the! 
explanation.  But  in  order  to  show  in  a  definite  and  useful  \ 
chief  conclusions  which  the  registered  certificates  of  deatl 
diphtheria  will  yield,  the  following  abstracts  are  presented  : 
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From  the  tables  here  given  the  fact  clearly  appears  that  diph- 
theria not  only  may  destroy  life  rapidly,  but  that  it  readily  invades 
such  delicate  tissues  of  the  body  as  are  most  harmed  by  scarlatina,  by 
measles,  or  by  croup.  The  points  certified  by  physicians  concerning 
the  diseases  found  by  them  to  have  complicated  diphtheria,  doubtless 
may  not  be  altogether  exact,  as  respects  the  concurrence  and  the  fatal 
share  of  the  respective  diseases,  but  they  have  much  significance,  and 
they  also  evince  a  sincere  purpose  of  physicians  to  state  such  useful 
information  as  they  are  able  in  their  certificates  of  the  diphtherial 
deaths.  The  recognized  tendency  of  diphtheria  to  follow  and  fasten 
upon  patients  who  recently  were  suffering  from  scarlatina  leads  some 
persons  to  infer  that  these  two  diseases  are  not  clearly  or  differentially 
^diagnosticated  and  subsequently  certified  for  the  public  records  ; 
and  further  that,  mutatis  mutandiSy  the  error,  in  either  way,  will 
depend  on  the  popular  or  the  professional  belief  in  predominant 
epidemic  tendencies.  Certainly  errors  do  occur,  and  are  inevitably 
registered,  in  regard  to  the  name  of  the  disease  that  caused  death ,  and 
they  probably  occur  oftener  in  the  relations  of  membranous  croup  and 
diphtheria  than  with  regard  to  scarlatina  and  diphtheria.  It  appears 
creditable  to  those  who  have  certified  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  that 
the  records  of  them  are  as  available  for  useful  analysis  as  we  now  find 
them. 

An  inspection  of  the  foregoing  tables,  and  a  comparison  of  them 
with  the  Consolidated  Abstracts  on  pages  347-407,  will  show  that 
this  disease  is  charged  with  directly  destroying  i  ,665  lives  in  this  city, 
and  with  fatally  complicating  177  other  cases  in  1874,  and  with  destroy- 
ing 2,329  lives  and  complicating  86  other  cases  in  1875,  and  prevailed 
very  unequally  amidst  the  inhabitants,  and  as  pointed  out  in  the  report 
of  this  Bureau  in  1873-74,  it  has  continued  to  be  most  steadily  and 
fatally  prevalent  in  the  Nineteenth,  Twentieth  and  Twenty-second 
Wards.  The  persistence  of  the  disease  in  that  comparatively  open 
section  of  the  city,  and  upon  the  highest  ground  as  well  as  by  the 
watersides,  the  recurrence  of  its  prevalence  in  the  best  as  well  as  in 
the  worst  sections  of  the  Seventh,  Ninth,  Eleventh,  Seventeenth  and 
Eighteenth  Wards,  and  its  rare  presence  in  the  central  area,  and  even 
the  most  crowded  quarters  along  the  middle  of  the  city  from  White- 
hall to  Twenty-third  street,  indicate  that  even  in  the  more  crowded 
portions  of  the  city  diphtheria  does  not  as  uniformly  elect  the  most 
unhealthful  wards,  as  most  other  zymotic  diseases  do.     Yet  medical 
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observers  have  ample  evidence  that  sewer  gases  ^nd  foul  cell 
local  conditions,  play  a  fatal  part  in  promoting  house  epidemics 
malady.  The  external  and  natural  circumstances  of  localities  v 
diphtheria  has  prevailed  most  fatally,  and  most  frequently 
require  more  exact  study  than  they  have  received  in  any  count 
as  Dr.  Wm.  Farr,  of  the  General  Registry  Office  for  Englac 
shown  :  **  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  of  diphtheria,  out  of  th 
number  born,  more  die  in  the  healthy  districts  of  England  t 
Liverpool ;  the  proportions  are  1,029  i^  the  healthy  districts,  a 
in  Liverpool  out  of  100,000  born.  The  deaths  from  scarlet  fe 
2,140  in  the  healthy  districts,  to  3,830  in  Liverpool."  That  car 
vestigator  of  the  causes  of  mortality  further  states  that  in  the  Sot 
ern  Division  of  England  (the  healthful  counties  of  Berkshire, 
shire,  Kent,  Sussex,  and  the  rural  part  of  Surrey),  which  hi 
two-thirds  as  many  inhabitants  as  London,  the  deaths  from  dip 
exceed  the  number  of  deaths  from  that  disease  in  London  ;  j 
adds:  **  Generally  it  is  more  fatal  where  there  are  offensive 
than  in  towns  with  water-closets." 

Observations  on  the  fatal  cases  of  Diphtheria. — ^The  r  ,665 
directly  chargeable  to  this  disease  in  1874,  and  the  2,329  in  187 
sented  738  cases    in   the   former   and    859  cases  in  the  latter 
variously  complicated  with  maladies  which  hastened  the  fatal 
These  complications  were  oftener  the  result  of  diphtheria  tha 
were  distinct  and    independent  diseases.      Scarlatina,    measle 
croup   were  reported  as    distinct    diseases   preceding    diphthe 
numerous  cases,  viz.,  in  1874,  162  cases  of  scarlatina,  11  of  mi 
and  3  of  croup  ;  and  in  1875,  82  of  scarlatina,   i  of  measles, 
of  croup.     In  most  of  these  cases  the  medical  attendants  certifi< 
disease  that  had  thus  preceded,  as  being  the  chief  cause  of  < 
thus  in  the  1,896  cases  of  diphtheria  that  terminated  fatally  in 
231  were  charged  to  some  of  the  complicating  maladies,  and 
2,411  terminating  in  1875  in  like  manner,  82,  or  precisely  the  n 
that  had   scarlatina  as  a  preceding   malady,    were   charged   t 
disease. 

The  dangerous  tendency  of  diphtheria  to  implant  itself  in  zi 
scarlatina,  at  any  period  of  the  latter  disease,  is  shown  in  the  s 
and  fifth  columns  of  the  accompanying  abstract.  The  greater  ] 
lence  of  scarlatina  in   1874  than  in  1875,  and  the  increased  int 
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of  the  diphtheritic  epidemic  in  1875,  sufficiently  account  for  the 
decrease  in  scarlatinous  complications  in  the  latter  year. 

Of  the  diseases  which  proved  most  fatal  by  their  intercurrence  and 
as  sequela,  were  laryngitis,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  toxaemia. 
Convulsions,  paralysis,  and  croup,  though  frequently  certified  as  fatal 
complications,  may  be  supposed  to  describe  the  manner  and  an 
aggravating  proximate  cause  of  death,  rather  than  as  being  in  any 
sense  separate  diseases.  The  croupous  condition  which  was  reported 
in  300  of  the  deaths  in  1875,  appears  to  have  hastened  the  fatal  termi- 
nation of  a  large  number  of  cases  that  died  previous  to  the  eighth 
day;  there  was  nothing  in  the  history  of  these  cases,  as  certified,  to 
invalidate  the  opinion  that  the  croupous  exudation  was  truly  diph- 
theritic. The  number  of  cases  certified  as  toxaemic,  septicaemic,  and 
uraemic,  was  large  in  1875 — there  being  no  less  than  89  cases  thus 
complicated.  The  fact  should  be  noted  here,  that  only  4  of  these  89 
cases  of  blood-poisoning  occurred  in  the  same  cases  in  which  scarlatina 
was  certified  as  a  complication.  The  number  of  cases  fatally  com- 
plicated with  convulsions  is  large  and  significant — 161  ;  and  the 
number  complicated  with  paralysis — 19  in  1874,  and  40  in  1875 — 
indicates  the  fearful  gravity  of  diphtheria  as  a  destructive  malady. 

The  records  of  this — the  most  malignant  epidemic  of  diphtheria 
which  has  occurred  in  New  York  during  the  present  century— enable 
us  to  understand  the  accounts  given  of  the  same  malady  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  previous  century  under  the  names  of  ^'cymancha 
maligna,''  and  ''putrid  sore-throat'' 

Diarrheal  and  other  Zymotic  Diseases, — The  diarrhoeal  disorders 
of  infants  in  the  hot  season  are  charged  with  about  one-third  of  all  the 
deaths  from  the  zymotic  class  of  diseases.  The  distribution  of  the 
deaths  from  diarrhoeal  causes,  and  the  rate  of  mortality  from  them, 
from  diphtheria,  and  from  the  total  class  of  zymotic  diseases,  respec- 
tively, as  shown  in  the  tables  (pages  306-309)  will  suggest  useful 
deductions  to  be  sought  by  further  study. 

The  Share  of  Zymotic  Causes  in  the  Total  Mortality  in  Neiv  York, 
— In  the  year  1874,  the  9,715  deaths  from  this  class  of  causes  were 
equal  to  33.82  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  from  all  causes  ;  and  in 
1875  the  deaths  from  this  class  equalled  35.51  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
The  harm  to  human  life  and  health  from  the  worst  of  these  diseases 
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is  not  terminated  with  their  own  ending,  for  as  witnessed  i 
numbers  of  persons  who  recover  from  scarlatina,  smallpox,  diph 
and  enteric  fever,  the  value  and  effectiveness  of  life  are  impaire 
various  chronic  and  lingering  diseases  follow  as  results.  Whethi 
scarlatina,  enteric  fever,  or  puerperal  fever  that  is  avoided  am 
vented,  the  life  that  wholly  escapes  any  and  all  of  these  z; 
diseases  is  more  secure  than  that  which  has  fortunately  si 
sickness  from  them.  The  gain  to  the  average  length  and  vi 
human  life  by  the  prevention  of  the  chief  zymotic  maladies,  esp 
scarlatina,  small-pox,  diphtheria,  diarrhoeal  diseases,  and 
fevers,  would  certainly  be  very  great.  In  an  investigation 
subject,  upon  the  basis  of  the  census  and  the  death-registry  of  Er 
Dr.  Wm.  Farr  reaches  the  conclusion  **  that  if  none  of  the  m: 
England  and  Wales)  died  of  any  zymotic  disease,  the  duration 
would  be  raised,  should  they  remain  (survive)  subject  to  the 
ing  rates  of  mortality  from  all  other  diseases.  •  ♦  •  The 
after  lifetime  at  birth  (the  expectation  of  life)  would  be  raisec 
39.68  to  46.77."  That  is,  if  the  zymotic  diseases  caused  no  moi 
the  mean  age  at  death,  in  England  and  Wales,  would  be  sever 
greater  than  it  now  is.  The  prevention  of  pulmonary  consun 
according  to  the  same  deductions  in  the  life  tables,  would  incre« 
mean  lifetime  in  the  whole  population  in  that  country,  a  Iittl< 
than  3J4^  years. 

To  illustrate  the  significance  of  the  part  which  a  few  of  the 
gious  diseases  have  as  their  separate  share  in    i  ,000,000  of  c 
Dr.  Farr  has  arranged  the  following,  to  which  we  now  add  a  co 
ing  column  : 


"Life  Table  Deaths  to  z,ooo,ooo  (Born  Auve.)" 


Deaths. 


By  Small-pox 

"    Measles. 

••    Scarlatina. 

"    Whooping  Cough. 

By  Enteric,  Common, 
and  Typhus  Fevers. 


In  Liverpool. 

8,741 
26.973 
38.302 
34.02  J 

76.563 


,  Ratio   of   Dfat 
Each  or  thksi 
to  1,000,000  01 
IN   THE    Crrv 
I  in  the  63  Health-        Yokk,  on  thb 
I     In  all  England.     ,       iest  Districts  thk    Mortaut 

of  England.  and  1875. 


Int 


6,521 
12.865 
30,021 
15.161 

38.107 


I 


2.359 
6,912 

21.4^3 

10,234 
28,146 


39,678 

8.176 

»3.436 

«  5.075 
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In  the  column  of  figures  at  the  right  hand  by  the  side  of  the 
Engb'sh  table,  the  rate  of  mortality  by  the  same  diseases  in  1874  and 
1875  in  New  York  is  shown  upon  the  same  basis  of  1,000,000  of 
deaths.  The  author  above  mentioned  has  remarked,  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  that  **  Efforts  should  be  made  to  reduce  all  the  conta- 
gious recurrent  diseases  to  a  minimum  by  placing  the  whole  popula- 
tion in  as  favorable  a  sanitary  condition  as  possible,  so  that  these 
diseases  maybe  taken,  as  they  are  then,  in  the  mildest  form."  Expe- 
rience proves  that  the  same  general  measures  of  sanitary  improvement 
in  districts  and  in  dwellings,  in  public  and  in  personal  hygiene,  con- 
duce to  the  general  reduction  of  mortality  from  the  constitutional, 
and  many  of  the  inflammatory  diseases,  as  well  as  from  the  infectious 
and  other  zymotic  maladies. 

Intemperance  and  Alcoholism. — There  were  588  deaths  certified  in 
1874  to  have  been  caused  by  intemperance,  and  487  certified  in  like 
manner  in  1875.  Nearly  half  of  these  persons  were  between  the  ages  of 
30  and  40  years,  and  the  rate  was  about  equal  to  i  death  in  every 
1 ,000  inhabitants  living  at  those  ages.  In  the  next  decenniad  of  human 
ages  a  still  higher  rate  of  mortality  is  charged  to  intemperance,  and 
from  50  to  55  years  of  age,  as  well  as  from  55  to  6':^^  the  death-rate 
increases  from  this  cause,  the  chronic  effects  of  ebriety  becoming  fatal ; 
the  lungs,  the  brain,  the  stomach,  liver  and  kidneys  fail  to  bear  up 
and  recover  from  injuries  that  have  been  inflicted  by  alcoholism,  and 
the  victims  die  from  a  complication  of  causes  which  give  to  the  certi- 
ficates of  their  death  some  special  characteristics.  Delirium  tremens 
and  most  forms  of  direct  alcoholic  poisoning  occur  before  old  age  is 
reached.  The  tabulated  abstract  of  the  mortuary  records  of  these 
unfortunate  persons  will  be  found  in  this  report  on  pages  512-523. 
It  continues  to  be  particularly  noticeable  that  carmen,  drivers,  common 
laborers,  domestic  servants,  and  housekeepers  participate  most  largely 
in  this  misfortune,  as  far  as  it  obtains  any  registration  among  causes 
of  mortality.  While  in  the  inspection  of  the  records  on  pages  496- 
509,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  only  a  fraction  of  the  whole 
number  of  cases  there  analyzed  has  been  attributed  to  delirium 
tremens  and  alcoholism,  and  only  lOO  simply  as  **  intemperance." 
Physicians  will  regard  their  certificates  on  which  these  records  are 
based  as  too  lenient,  by  half.  The  fact  that  with  equal  care  to  record 
the  same  classes  of  facts  in  each  of  the  two  years,  the  number  of  deaths 
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attributable  to  intemperance  was  less  in  1875  than  in  1874,  ar 
in  the  past  four  years  these  numbers  have  continually  decrease 
not  be  unnoticed.  This  is  one  of  the  gratifying  evidences  tha 
less  ebriety  may  be  repressed.  The  educational  and  social  p 
of  the  people  tend  to  establish  the  habit  and  power  of  self 
in  individuals,  and  to  diminish  even  the  entailments  of  this  evi 
as  the  English  registry  shows,  there  is  a  marked  increase 
alcoholisfu  in  successive  years  of  general  adversity^  and  a  ste 
crease  during  years  of  business  prosperity.  The  registers  sh 
5,546  deaths  were  charged  directly  to  alcoholism  in  six  cons 
years  in  England  and  Wales,  and  that  there  only  2,230  of  that 
occurred  during  the  first  three — prosperous  years — but  that 
three  following  years — of  adversity — 3,316  occurred. 

Constitutional  Diseases. — This  large  class  of  diseases  de: 
6,090  lives  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1875,  and  has  alway 
charged  with  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  in  th 
Gout,  rheumatism — the  arthritic  diseases, — cancers,  and  phthi 
monalis,  the  chief  members  of  this  class,  make  a  yearly  record  < 
tality  that  invites  close  scrutiny.  These  records  for  1874 
found  on  pages  352-361,  and  in  1875  on  pages  412-421,  of  th 
solidated  Abstracts  of  the  Causes  of  Mortality. 
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Phthisis  Pulnionalis, — In  the  year  1874  there  were  4,034, 
1875  there  were  4,172  deaths,  or  a  little  over  13  per  cent,  of  tl 
mortality  from  all  causes  in  the  city  charged  to  this  disease, 
at  the  rate  of  a  small  fraction  over  4  deaths  in  every  i  ,000 
living  population.  Foreign  residents  suffered  a  far  higher  rate  < 
tality  from  this  disease  than  the  native  born,  and  that  portion 
population  which  was  between  the  ages  of  25  and  35  paid  the  h 
death  toll ;  that  from  35  to  40  and  that  from  40  to  50  suffered 
measure  less.  On  inspection  of  the  abstracts  of  the  records  of  p 
for  the  year  1874  (481-487),  the  death-rate  by  it  in  the  p 
tion,  according  to  the  census  of  1875  (488-495),  will  be  sec 
the  bottom  column  of  that  abstract,  the  rate  of  mortality  to 
1,000  of  the  living  population  in  the  respective  wards  of  the 
stated,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  death-rate  from  this  r 
in  each  age  period  and  in  the  respective  wards  for  1875  : 
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Occupations  of  those  7if/io  dkri  fn^m  Phthisis. — Of  bakei 
died  48  ;  of  bartenders  and  saloon-keepers,  82  ;  of  carmen  aod 
133  ;  of  dgar-makcrs,  80.  and  upwards;  of  clerks,  bookkeep 
salesmen,  265  ;  and  of  laborers  and  domestics,  881. 

No  fact  is  more  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  this  d»5C 
that  it  afflicts  different  classes  of  persons  very  unequally*  -^md 
poorer  and  badly  housed  of  the  population  suffer  more  seven 
any  others  from  this  disease ;  and  beyond  this  fact,  in  the  lii 
phthisis  among  the  crowded  common  people  of  the  city,  od 
must  be  noticed.  First,  as  to  locality.  By  referring  to  th 
table,  in  which  is  exhibited  the  death-rate  to  the  1,000  inhabj 
each  ward — the  hospital  mortality  in  the  entire  city,  and 
quently,  for  the  respective  wards  being  omitted  in  the  estiifl 
these  death-rates  in  wards — it  is  noticeable,  that  in  the  Fint, 
Fourth,  Sixth,  Eighth,  and  Fourteenth  Wards,  the  death-r 
phthisis  is  excessive.  Now,  the  most  conspicuous  circumstan 
sanitary  topography  of  these  six  wards  is  that,  with  the  exia 
the  Fourteenth,  their  inhabited  grounds  are  but  slightly  elevati 
tide4evel ;  even  in  their  principal  sewers,  high  tides  obstruct 
flow  for  a  great  distance  ;  the  cellars  and  basements,  the  al 
rear  courts  are  sodden  with  moisture  and  decayed  organic 
The  Fourteenth  Ward  differs  from  the  other  five,  chiefly  in 
dominance  of  more  compactly  built  up  and  overcrowded  real 
and  hi  a  deeper  poverty  of  the  tenement  inhabitants.  Th 
and  basements  of  this  ward  are  excessively  damp  thro 
densely  populated  quarters. 

While  these  facts  are  important  to  be  noticed  in  conn 
the  excess  of  phthisis  mortality  in  those  wards,  the  overcrow* 
sanitary  defects  of  the  old  tenement-houses  there,  and  the  cor 
ingly  low  social  condition  of  the  people,  constitute  the  most  ii 
factor  in  the  causation  of  phthisis  among  them. 

Next  in  order  we  notice  that  in  the  Fifth,  Seventh,  Nintli 
Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Wards,  the  death-rate  from  p 
excessive.  Sanitary  inspections  warrant  the  conclusion 
causes  of  the  excess  are  essentially  the  same  as  in  the  six  wi 
mentioned. 

In     the    Third,    Eleventh,     Thirteenth.     Fifteenth,    3 
Eighteenth  ^    Nineteenth,     Twenty-first,     Twenty-second, 
third,    and    Twelfth    Wards,    the    lowest  death-rate   from 
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occurs  ;  we  enumerate  these  wards  from  the  south,  northward,  for 
convenience.  These  wards  have  a  preponderance  of  the  well-housed 
and  the  affluent  classes,  and  they  occupy  the  most  elevated  and  well- 
drained  quarters  of  the  city,  though  each  of  these  eleven  most 
healthful  wards  is  flanked  with  tenement-houses  upon  its  lowest 
evels. 

It  remains  to  consider  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Ward  separately.  It  is  at  once  most  sparsely  populated,  and 
the  most  unaffected  by  artificial  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  its 
inhabitants  have,  as  a  general  fact,  had  the  most  permanent  and  long- 
continued  family  homes  and  local  heritage.  It  is  still  a  rural  district ; 
scarcely  any  of  its  sick  people  are  sent  from  their  dwellings  to  our 
dty  hospitals.  Its  death-rate  from  phthisis  (3.78  in  the  1,000 
inhabitants)  is  the  rate  for  the  locality  and  a  permanent  population 
there,  though  twice  greater  than  it  need  be  if  that  beaqtiful  district 
were  well  drained  and  its  inhabitants  duly  accustomed  to  rules  of 
domestic  and  personal  hygiene ;  for,  like  the  city  of  Ely  (England), 
where  the  death-rate  was  even  greater  than  that  in  this  Twenty-fourth 
Ward,  until  drainage  and  sanitary  improvements  were  commenced 
twenty  years  ago,  the  general  death-rate  can  be  reduced  forty-five  per 
cent.,  and  that  from  phthisis  47  per  cent.,  as  has  occurred  in  that 
English  city.  It  is  a  notable  fact  in  the  history  of  sanitary  improve- 
ments, which  comprise  thorough  drainage,  cleansing,  dryness,  ventila- 
tion and  domestic  hygiene,  that  phthisis  pulmonalis — the  greatest 
destroyer  of  adult  life — is  more  uniformly  diminished  than  the  general 
death-rate  itself. 

The  next  series  of  facts  which  invite  special  notice  will  be  seen  in 
the  table  relating  to  the  phthisis  death-rate  in  the  different  ages  of 
life.  The  fatality  of  this  disease  in  the  quinquenniad  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  years  of  age  rises  to  2.42  in  1,000  of  the  living.  This  is  more 
than  one-third  of  all  who  died  in  that  five  years'  period.  And  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of  age,  5.12  in  1,000,  or  nearly  one-half 
of  the  mortality  from  all  causes,  is  from  phthisis.  From  25  to  30, 
from  30  to  35,  and  35  to  40,  considerably  more  than  one- third  of 
the  total  mortality  is  from  this  one  disease  ;  and  from  40  onward 
through  the  ages  of  activity  up  to  65  years,  this  one  disease  is 
charged  with  from  30  down  to  20 — as  age  advances — of  every  lOO 
that  die  in  those  ages.  From  65  to  the  oldest  ages,  this  disease  has 
a  less  conspicuous  share  in  the  mortality. 


disease  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Twenty 
In  the  report  of  this  bureau  for  1S73,  the  recor 
from  all  causes  for  55  consecutive  years  were  arraye 
phthisis  had  in  the  earlier  years  of  that  period  been  ch 
upwards  of  20  to  a  little  less  than  16  per  cent,  of  tH 
and  with  14.29  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  in  the  55  yea 
from  this  cause  in  1875,  constituted  i3oS  P^^  cent,  ol 
tality.  An  inspection  of  the  foregoing  table  will  si 
age-periods  in  which  life  has  its  greatest  social  andfl 
— if  such  an  expression  may  be  permitted — name 
years  of  age.  35.7  per  cent,  of  all  who  died  in  those 
the  city  of  New  Yorki  perished  by  phthisis  pulmonali 

Canrer.^-An  inspection  of  the  tabulated  abstraCTl 
of  death  from  cancer  {pages  354-419),  will  shov 
constantly  increasing  carefulness  of  diagnosis  and  des 
cinomatous  disease,  the  number  of  deaths  reporte 
increased  annually  from  304  in  1869,  to  415  in  1875  ;m 
able  that  the  actual  number  of  fatal  carcinomas  inf 
tants  has  increased  so  much  as  the  registered  mec 
concerning  it  might  seem  to  indicate.  The  more  thai 
tions  of  diftercnt  organs  and  parts  of  the  body  in  whi 
cancer  proved  fatal  in  the  last  year,  show  how  the  di; 
and  varies  its  widely  different  points  of  attack*  The 
carcinomatous  disease  may  be  steadily  increasing, 
certainty  that  several  hundred  lives  in  every  million  d 
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Lons  which  relate  to  the  prevention  of  the  most  destructive  diseases, 
kave  followed  on  from  the  study  of  tubercle  and  .the  processes  of 
nfections — the  autocthonic  as  well  as  the  contagious — until  some  light 
s  being  thrown  upon  essential  points  relating  to  causation  of  can- 
:er.  It  is  a  significant  fact  in  the  progress  of  sanitary  science  and  of 
he  public  health  studies,  that  for  four  years  past  the  three  eminent 
pathologists  here  mentioned  have  been  employed  in  a  line  of  exact 
scientific  investigations  which  have  necessarily  included  the  most 
essential  questions  relating  to  cancerous  as  well  as  tuberculous  and 
various  infectious  diseases.  {See  Public  Health  Reports  of  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  the  Privy  Council  and  Local  Government  Board;  New 
Series,  Nos.  III.  and  VI.,  1874-1876.)  The  value  of  the  lives  which 
are  destroyed  and  the  importance  of  arresting  the  entailments  of  any 
af  these  **  constitutional "  diseases,  well  warrant  the  prosecution  of 
»uch  investigations.  In  the  last  report  of  the  English  Registry  Office, 
Dr.  Farr  remarks  that  in  England,  "  Cancer,  one  of  the  longest  and 
most  painful  diseases  to  which  mankind  is  subject,  is  growing  more 
Fatal.''  The  rate  of  deaths  from  it  in  that  country,  from  1870  to  1874, 
was  equal  to  443  annually  in  every  i,cxDO,ooo  of  the  population.  In 
New  York  the  rate  is  but  little  over  400  in  the  i  ,000,000  yearly. 


LOCAL  DISEASES. 

The  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia, 
in  the  years  1874  and  1875,  is  as  significant  of  special  causes  as  an 
epidemic  of  some  fatal  fever  wouldhave  been,  though  quite  different 
from  the  latter.  It  was  tliis  great  increase  of  pneumonia,  and  of 
bronchitis  and  congestion  of  the  lungs,  that  augmented  the  share  which 
the  class  of  local  diseases  had  in  the  total  mortality  in  these  two 
years.  Aside  from  these  acute  pulmonary  diseases  there  has  been  no 
marked  increase,  but  on  the  contrary,  some  decrease  in  most  of  the 
inflammatory  kinds  of  disease. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — From  the  diseases  of  the  brain 
and  nervous  system,  there  were  only  2,436  deaths  in  the  year  1875, 
against  2,702  from  the  same  causes  in  1873.  From  apoplexy,  menin- 
gitis, inflammation  of  the  brain  and  softening  of  the  brain,  there  were 
only  1,178  deaths  in  1875,  against  1,350  in  1873. 
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Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System, — Nephria,  or  Bright' 
charged  with  827  deaths  in  1874  and  909.  in  1875,  ai 
group  of  urinary  diseases  had  1,287  deaths  registerec 
number  yet  reported  in  any  year.  The  registration  of 
this  group  of  diseases  the  past  ten  years  gives  the  fo! 
mary : 


In  1866. 


Deaths  from  Nephria) 
(Bright's  Disease).. . ) 

Total  Deaths  frotr  j 
Unnary  Diseases. . .  )  : 


549 


1867.  1868.1 1869.    1870.    1871.    1873.    18 

403 


585 


534 
740 


557 

s 

771 


I 


787  ,   947    947 
1,038   x,t63   1.X74  I  I. 


Only  269  deaths  in  1874,  and  232  in  1875,  were  cert 
due  to  nephria  alone,  without  serious  complicating  con 
vious  to  the  reorganization  of  this  bureau,  nine  year 
various  complicating  disorders  were  in  most  instances  re 
actual  and  chief  cause  of  death  in  such  cases  ;  phy 
become  more  and  more  careful  in  the  duty  of  such  ; 
diagnosis  as  will  enable  them  to  set  forth  as  correctly  as 
cause  of  death  which  can  be  charged  directly  to  fatal  ch 
tissues  of  vital  organs.  Nephria.  as  the  name  of  the  n 
forms  of  fatal  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  kidneys,  \\\ 
as  a  nosological  term,  one  or  more  of  a  considerable  vari< 
changes,  serves  a  better  purpose  in  the  registered  recor 
than  the  less  definite  term  *'  Bright's  disease  "  could 
inspection  of  the  tables  relating  to  this  cause  of  death,  o 
to  528,  shows  that  of  the  827  fatal  cases  of  nephria  in 
**  dropsy  **  of  some  kind,  besides  the  8  which  had  hydr 
suffered  oedema  of  the  lungs  ;  1 1  had  hypertrophy  of  tl 
others,  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  ;  18  had  pneumonia  ;  while 
died  from  uraemia,  or  the  blood-poisoning  incident  tc 
itself.  And  in  1875,  of  the  909  deaths  from  nephria,  59 
of  some  kind,  12  others  had  pleuritis  and  hydrothor; 
cedema  of  the  lungs ;  10  had  hypertrophy  of  the  hcc 
cirrhosis  and  other  forms  of  hepatic  disease  ;  24  had 
while  no  less  than  211  died  of  uraemia.  These  minute 
concerning  the  fatally  complicating  conditions  which  er 
history  of  nephria  as  the  registered  cause  of  death,  ar 
painstaking  care  of  medical  practitioners  whose  certifica 
have  been  thus  registered  in  this  bureau. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASES. 


These  causes,  or,  rather,  conditions  of  mortality,  which  specially 

relate  to  the  processes  of  development  (in  children),  to  woman  (as 

respects  her  sex  and  maternity),  to  age,  nutrition  and  decay,  had 

1,704  deaths  registered  in  this  city  in   1875.     This  is  equal  to  5.79 

per  cent   of  the  total  mortality^,  and  is  less  than  the   mean  rate  from 

this  group  of  causes  in  the  past  ten  years.     The  chief  causes  of  death  . 

connected  with  the  puerperal  state  of  mothers,  continue  to  be  grouped 

in  this  class,  excepting  that  puerperal  fever  is  still  classified  with  the 

zymotic  diseases,  because  it  is  recognized  as  an  intensely  infectious 

fever.     The  time  is  near   when  diseases  and  causes  of  death  which 

separately  pertain  to  child-bearing  will  be  classified  by  themselves. 

The  vital  statisticians    and   leading   medical    nosologists   in  Europe 

already  have  proposed  this  change.     As   the  four  separate  groups, 

and  more  than  thirty  different  names,  of  causes  of  deaths  in  the  class 

of  developmental  diseases  now  stand,  nearly  every   certificate  of  a 

death   has  appended    to    it  special   explanations   which   show    that 

various  causes  or  circumstances  were  concerned  in  the  fatal  result  of 

the  case. 


VIOLENT     DEATHS. 

The  tabulated  abstracts  on  pages  53 1-5 52- set  forth  many  of  the 
facts  concerning  the  deaths  under  the  several  groupings  of  this  class. 
None  other  of  the  five  classes  of  causes  of  mortality  give  a  more  uni- 
form death-rate  in  the  1,000.000,  yet  some  of  the  causes  have  been 
reduced  in  their  activity  and  frequency  of  occurrence,  and  numerous 
others  could  be  prevented.  The  records  of  180  suicides  in  1874,  and 
155  in  1875,  show  that  even  the  self-destruction  of  unfortunate  per- 
sons occurs  too  frequently  to  be  permitted  to  receive  so  little  atten- 
tion and  preventive  care  in  some  large  portion  of  the  cases  which 
might  be  averted.  But  it  is  in  the  long  catalogue  of  accidents  and 
casualties  that  the  greatest  number  can  be  saved  from  violent  deaths. 
The  reduction  of  the  number  of  fatal  accidents  in  1875  (1,187)  to  61 
less  than  in  1874  (1,248)  indicates  some  improvement. 
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While  the  city  has  had  its  area  doubled,  and  its  population  has 
been  increased  by  more  than  300,000,  its  death-rate  has  certainly 
decreased.  From  infancy  to  ripe  age,  even  to  the  60th  and  6sth  year, 
there  seems  to  have  been  an  appreciable  gain  to  life.  The  greatest 
^ain  has  occurred  at  those  periods  when  life  is  at  its  greatest  value  to 
families  and  to  the  world  ;  such  gains,  if  real  and  progressive,  cer- 
tainly imply  that  various  agencies  of  social  as  well  as  material  im- 
provement are  in  operation  among  the  people. 

While  in  the  saving  of  lives  by  the  operation  of  sanitary  improve- 
ments, a  great  number  of  frail  and  defective  individuals  will  be  reared 
and  kept  alive  until  they  produce  other  sickly  offspring,  who,  like 
themselves,  may  not  live  out  half  a  natural  lifetime  ;  thus,  in  effect, 
countervailing,  in  some  small  degree,  the  more  obviously  economical 
and* enriching  results  of  sanitary  works,  the  greater  and  more  perma- 
nent results — the  saving  of  most  valued  lives— cannot  otherwise  be 
attained.  The  fever  that  was  propagated  to  a  hundred  ignorant  and 
dependent  people  in  the  little  town  of  Windsor,  also  killed  Prince 
Albert,  who  will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  noblest  of  men. 
The  sanitary  care  that  saves  the  lowest  of  the  population  saves  the 
noblest.  Even  the  hygienic  and  humane  care  of  the  pauper  mother, 
which  guards  her  from  puerperal  accidents  and  fever,  saves  the  most 
precious  of  precious  lives  in  the  homes  of  the  noble  and  the  affluent. 
The  loss  of  many  lives  which  have  great  value  is  most  noticeable 
under  the  registered  heads  of  phthisis,  pneumonia,  nephria,  valvular 
diseases  and  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  apoplexy,  enteric  or  typhoid 
fever,  accidents,  and  suicides,  and  lastly  the  accidents  and  diseases  of 
child-birth.  These  seven  or  eight  little  groups  of  losses  of  life,  when 
enumerated  in  the  yearly  records  of  mortality,  present  the  following 
figures  : 

Deaths  of  persons,  between  1 5  and  60  years  of  age,  in  this  city  in 
187s— 

yrom  phthisis  i>almo]ialis 3»549 

"    pneumonia i»  *35 

••    nephria  (as  chief  cause) 670 

**    hypertrophy  of  heart 156 

"    valvular  disease  of  heart 298 

*••    apoplexy 179 

**     enteric  or  typhus  fever 251 

**    accidents  ana  suicides 7^7 

**    the  accidents  and  diseases  of  child-birth 370 

Total 7*325 
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Thus  it  appears  that  during  the  forty-five  most  active  and 
tive  years  of  human  life,  nine  of  the  special  causes  of  death, 
sanitary,  domestic,  and  social  improvements  are  tending  largclrl 
diminish,  were  charged  with  about  one-fourth  part  of  the 
mortality  in  the  entire  population.  With  the  progress  of  hy^i 
and  with  general  knowledge  and  practice  of  its  laws,  the  rate  of 
tality  from  these  few  and  many  other  analogous  causes  will 
decrease.  Yet  it  is  in  the  more  preventable  and  most  d< 
diseasesof  children  that  the  greatest  losses  of  life  occur.  Itisifl 
childhood  a!so  that  the  greatest  and  most  permanent  injuries  t 
are  inflicted  in  thousands  who  survive  their  attacks  of  sickness 
greatest  necessities  and  rewards  for  sanitary  care  and  pi 
measures  are  more  conspicuously  witnessed  in  childhood  than  k 
life*  It  is  now  practicable  to  point  out  the  local  conditions  and 
circumstances  out  of  which  more  than  2$  in  every  lOO  who  ilt 
be  saved  to  riper  and  more  useful  years  of  life  under  the  infc 
of  improved  hygienic  conditions.  A  general  endeavor  to  attain 
advantage  to  society  by  overcoming  the  chief  causes  of  prenutsR^ 
death  and  of  impaired  health  would  imply  that  a  popular  knovS 
of  the  natural  laws  of  hygiene  had  already  become  incorporated 
the  common  education,  and  was  producing  its  good  results  k 
homes,  habits,  and  culture  of  the  people  ;  for  such  permanent 
in  the  average  duration  and  usefuhiess  of  individual  lives  by  pi 
tion  of  diseases,  and  by  improvement  of  constitutional  vigor,  can 
attained  only  in  those  families  and  communities  which  encourage 
maintain  the  hygienic  duties  by  which  these  vital  improvcrnents 
secured.  Death,  as  **  a  necessary  sequence  of  certain  causeSt^ 
as  an  inevitable  event  which  awaits  all,  becomes  a  subject  for  sanit 
investigation  in  those  respects  in  which  it  is  untimely  or  preventable 
The  prevention  of  premature  mortality  and  excessive  death-nto 
implies  the  discovery  and  avoidance  of  the  evils  by  which  such  mof* 
tality  is  caused;  and  not  that  alone,  but  prevention  alsoofacca- 
mulated  misery  due  to  '*  untimely  death,  and  its  shadow,  sickoas-* 
another  name  for  suffering  and  depressed  and  disordered  vitalit)"* 
The  gain  in  health,  happiness,  and  usefulness  of  human  lives  gieitly 
exceeds  all  gains  over  the  rates  of  mortality. 

The  first  use  of  the  registry  and  investigation  of  causes  of  dead, 
as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Health,  the  past  ten  years,  has  helped^ 
point  out  preventable  sources  of  untimely  mortality,    and  as  ^ 
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determination  of  evils  is  the  first  step  towards  their  remedies,  this 
use  of  vital  statistics  may  now  be  justly  credited  with  its  full  share  in 
the  work  of  sanitary  improvement,  while  the  registered  records  of  this 
Bureau  will  always  have  their  separate  uses,  and  full  value  in  the 
civil  archives  concerning  the  three  genealogical  epochs  of  the  indi- 
vidual history  of  the  population. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELISHA  HARRIS,  M.  D. 

October  20,  1876. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEPUTY  REGISTER  FOR  187. 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, 
New  York,  January  3,  18; 

Elisha  Harris,  M.  D.,  Register  of  Records : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  rel 
the  returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  still-births  received 
Bureau  during  the  years  1874  and  1875  : 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1875,  23,813  births  were  registered  in  this 
against  25,747  registered  in  1874.  23,559  were  white,  253  < 
and  the  color  of  i  was  not  stated;  12,054  were  males  and 
females,  and  the  sex  of  90  was  not  stated  ;  15,067  had  forei 
parents  and  4,528  had  American  parents,  2,902  had  forei 
fathers  and  American  mothers,  and  1,021  had  foreign- bom 
and  American  fathers  ;  the  number  of  certificates  received  w 
nativity  of  the  father  was  alone  stated,  was  21  native  and  36 
and  where  the  nativity  of  the  mother  was  alone  stated,  was  10 
and  105  foreign,  with  27  not  stated.  The  full  name  of  the  c] 
written  on  16,130  certificates,  while  7,683  were  forwarded 
Bureau  before  the  names  were  decided  upon.  The  ages  of  & 
were  between  15  and  20  years,  2,218  between  20  and  25,  5, 
tween  25  and  30,  5,406  between  30  and  35,  3,721  between  35 
2,089  between  40  and  45,  821  between  45  and  50,  389  were  ; 
and  more,  and  the  ages  of  3,664  were  not  stated.  The  age 
mothers  were  between  12  and  15  years,  1,048  between  i; 
years,  5,539  were  between  20  and  25  years,  6,382  were   bet 
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and  30  years,4,375  were  between  30  and  35  years,  2,523  were  between 
35  and  40  years,  753  were  between  40  and  45  years,  87  between  45  arid 
50  years,  9  were  50  years  and  more, and  the  ages  of  3,085  mothers  were 
not  stated.  2,264  native  mothers  bore  their  first  child,  1,582  their 
second,  1,075  their  third,  677  their  fourth,  435  their  fifth,  295  their 
sixth,  180  their  seventh,  115  their  eighth,  57  their  ninth,  42  their 
tenth,  9  their  eleventh,  10  their  twelfth,  6  their  thirteenth,  4  their  four- 
teenth, I  her  fifteenth,  and  the  number  of  children  borne  by  762  native 
mothers  was  not  stated  ;  3,016  foreign  mothers  bore  their  first  child, 
2,550  their  second,  2,250  their  third,  1,711  their  fourth,  1,270  their 
fifth,  930  their  sixth,  729  their  seventh,  454  their  eighth,  326  their 
ninth,  195  their  tenth,  129  their  eleventh,  61  their  twelfth,  47  their 
thirteenth,  12  their  fourteenth,  i  her  fifteenth,  2  their  sixteenth,  2  their 
seventeenth,  and  the  number  of  children  borne  by  2,640  foreign-born 
mothers  was  not  stated.  The  following  tables  will  show  the  most 
important  particulars  relating  to  the  birth-returns  of  this  city  during 
the  years  1874  and  1875. 
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NATivrriBS. 


Austria 

At  Sea 

Africa 

Asia 

Belgium 

British  America 

Denmark 

England • 

.  Europe  (country  not  stated) . 
.  East  Indies. 

France 

Foreign 

Germany 

'Greece 

Holland 

-  Ireland 

Italy 

Mexico  <••• ■• 

Norway 

New  Zealand 

Poland. 

Portugal 

Russia 

Switxerland 

Scotlaod 

South  America 

Spain. 

Swedco. 

Turkey 

United  States 

Unknown 

West  Indies 

Wales 


^     I 


Totals. 
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OF  CHILDREN  BORN  IN  THE  YEAR  1874. 
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MARRIAGES. 


The  number  of  marriages  registered  during  the  year  iS;;?? 
7^5^ 5 1  which  is  S3 2  less  than  the  number  reported  during  thtym 
1S74,  7,403  were  white  and  162  were  colored  males,  and  J^m^ 
white  and  156  colored  females.  There  were  2,508  males  bom  10 ( 
United  States,  4,880  foreign  born,  2  born  at  sea,  and  the  nativifr« 
175  was  not  stated*  3*304  females  were  born  in  the  United  Su 
4,073  were  foreign  born,  4  were  born  at  sea,  and  the  nativity  of  I 
was  not  stated.  6,121  males  were  married  the  first  time,  l,JOii 
second,  75  the  third,  7  the  fourth,  and  261  were  reported  wtfaoutt 
number  of  their  marriage  having  been  stated,  6,284  females  1 
the  first  time,  909  the  second  time,  30  the  third  time,  and  the  eh 
of  the  marriage  of  342  was  not  stated.  162  males  were 
under  the  age  of  20  years,  2,586  between  20  and  25  years,  2,35;  b^ 
tween  25  and  30  years.  1,095  between  30  and  35  years,  613  kiwtfS 
35  and  40  years,  290  between  40  and  45  years,  173  between  45  ^^^ 
years,  ros  between  50  and  55  years,  61  between  55  and  60  years,  0 
between  60  and  65  years,  10  between  65  and  70  years,  8  between  f> 
and  80  years,  i  between  80  and  90  years,  and  the  age  of  73  was  act 
stated.  The  number  of  females  married  under  20  was  1,903;  fe® 
20  to  25,  3,040;  from  25  to  30,  M16;  from  30  to  35,  539;  finmlS 
to  40,  305  ;  from  40  to  45,  126  ;  from  45  to  50,  84  ;  from  50  tojji 
aS  ;  from  55  to  60,  14  ;  from  60  to  65,  4 ;  from  65  to  70,  2 ;  and  di^ 
ages  of  104  were  not  stated. 
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STILL-BIRTHS. 

ere  were  2,274  still-births  registered  in  this  Bureau  during  the 
1875,  which  are  3  less  than  the  number  reported  during 
ir  1874.  1,236  were  males,  and  988  females,  and  the  sex  of 
i  not  stated ;  524  fathers  were  natives  of  the  United  States, 
ivere  foreign  born,  and  the  nativity  of  152  was  unknown  or  not 

The  number  of  mothers  born  in  the  United  States  was  612, 
that  were  foreign  born  were  1,535,  and  127  had  no  nativity 

The  foetal  age  of  3  was  reported  to  be  two  months,  21  three 
s,  63  four  months,  91  five  months,  249  six  months,  278  seven 
s,  326  eight  months,  1,152  nine  months,  12  ten  months,  and 
riod  of  utero-gestation  of  79  was  unknown  or  not  stated. 
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NATIVITY  OF  PARENTS  OF  STILL-BORH  i 
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<EW  YORK  CITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1874. 
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NATIVITY  OF  PARENTS  OF  CHILDREN  STILL-BORN  IN  KEWH 
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AND  REPORTED  TO  THE  BUREAU  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS, 

1875. 
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The  number  of  permits  issued  during  the  year  1875,  for  the  burial 
of  the  dead  of  this  city,  was  30,674,  and  for  the  interment  of  still-bom 
infants,  2,274.  Calvary  Cemetery  received  37.51  per  cent,  of  the 
total;  Lutheran,  14-43;  City  Cemetery  (Potter's  Field),  11.70; 
Greenwood,  8.64;  Evergreen,  5.09;  Cypress  Hills,  4.14;  Wood- 
lawn,  2.32;  Bay  Side,  1.79;  Union,  i.ii  ;  Randall's  Island,  0.78; 
Machpelah,  0.78  ;  New  York  Bay,  0.78  ;  Holy  Cross,  0.81  ;  Branch, 
0.05  ;  Flushing,  0.04 ;  Hudson  County  Catholic,  0.06 ;  Hoboken,  o.  10 ; 
Jersey  City,  0.04  ;  Marble,  0.19  ;  Methodist,  0.43  ;  New  York  Ceme- 
tery, 0.06  ;  Newark,  0.04;  St.  Peter's,  0.53  ;  St.  Raymond's,  0.87  ; 
St.  Michael's,  1.02;  Staten  Island,  0.15;  Salem  Fields,  0.16; 
Trinity,  o.4S  ;  Union  Fields,  0.15;  Washington,  0.72 ;  West  Farms, 
0.49 ;  Weehawken,  0.13  ;  Ward's  Island,  0.58  ;  Yonkers,  0.17  ;  other 
interments  in  New  York  City  and  vicinity,  0.96.  The  percentage 
of  interments  outside  of  New  York  City  and  vicinity,  of  the  city 
dead,  was  3.28. 

Disposition  of  the  Dead  of  New  York  City  during  the  Year  1874,  as  collected  from  the  Records 
vf  Deaths  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Health  Department, 
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FJyiliinK .,»,,..,.,...., I  Flmhing,  Long  ItUwd,  New  York , 
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*  Jews  own  64  feet  square. 
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Disposition  of  the  Dead  of  New  York  City  during  the  Year  1874,  ^iTf.— (Ca 


ISifM^  OF  CDtrrvKY. 
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New  York , ...., 


WoodJawQ 

Wiihington  <,,,,_*«  ^ 
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Methodist.......... 

Union...,., ,,,......  ^^.. I 

St.  Midnd't ,,.,...., 
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Other  cemeteries  and  vaults  in  New  York  city  and  vicinity 
Outside  New  York  city  and  vicinity 


Lqcahoit. 


Twenty -fourth  Ward,  New  York 
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AttoHAi  Long  Island,  New  York. 
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DEKOHRfATlOQC. 


UadenoincnatiaiiaL  r  * , 


Roman  Catholic.. 
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*f  «» 


Methodkt . 


Protestant  EpisKxipaL. 
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Total  permits  issued  for  the  btirial  of  Uie  dead  of  this  city. 


t  3  acres  allotted  to  Roman  Catholics— consecrated  ground. 


X  Cemeteries  n 


Percentage  of  Burials  in  each  Cemetery  to  Total  Number  of  Interments  during  the  Year  1875. 


Branch 05 

Bay  Side 1.79 

Calvary 37-5i 

City 1X.70 

Cypreas  Hilb 4.14 

Svergreen 5.09 

Flushing 04 

Greenwood 8.26 

Hudson  County,  Catholic 06 

Holy  Cross 8z 

Hoboken zo 

Jersey  City ...       .04 

Lutheran 14.43 

Macfapelah 78 

Marble 19 

Methodist. 43 

N.Y.  Bay 78 

N.  Y.  Cemetery,  New  Jersey 06 

Newark 04 


Randall's  Island 78 

Sl  Peter's z6 

St  Raymond's 87 

St.  Michael's i.oa 

Staten  Island..... 15 

Salem  Fields. z6 

Trinity 48 

Union 1.17 

Union  Fields 15 

Woodlawn 2.3a 

Washington 7a 

West  Farms. 49 

Weehawken 13 

Ward's  Island 58 

Yonkers 17 

City  vaults  not  specified. 09 

Vicinity  of  New  York 86 

Outside 3.28 
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ItUemunts  of  SHU-Bom  Infants  and  of  Persons  who  Died  in  New   York  G 

Year  1875. 


Ckubteriks. 
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Holy  Cross,  Long  Island 

Hobolcen,  New  Jersey 

Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 

Lutheran,  Long  Island 

Machpelah,  Long  Island 

Machpelah.  New  Jersey.... 

Marble.  New  York 

Methodist,  Long  Island 

New  York  Bay,  New  Jersey 

New  York  Cemetery.  New  Jersey 

Newark,  New  Jeisey • 

Randall's  Island.  New  York 

St  Peter's,  New  Jersey 

Sl  Raymond's.  Westchester  County,  New  York. 

St.  Michael's,  Long  Island 

Staten  Island* 

Salem  Fields,  Long  Island 

Trinity,  New  York 

Union,  Long  Island 

Union  Fields,  Long  Island 

Woodlawn,  New  York 

Washington,  Long  Island 

West  Farms,  New  York* 

Weehawken,  New  Jersey 

Ward's  IsUnd,  New  York 

Yonkers* 


Other  interments  in  vaults  within  city  limits  than ) 
those  specified } 

Interments  in  cemeteries  in  vicinity  of  New  York. . 

Interments  in  cemeteries  outside  of  vicinity  of  New) 
York } 


Total  interments . 


Denomination. 


Jewish 
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UndenominadoDal . 


Roman  Catholic. 


Jewish 

Undenominational. . 


Methodist  ^iscopal. 
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Episcopal. 
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Methodist 

Jewish 


Snu^ 
Birms. 


77 
796 

so8 
94 


358 

a7 

s 
xs 

7 


Undenominational . 


s8 

33 

18 

I 

x8 

z 

3 

14 

as 
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1,423  applications  for  burial  permits  for  bodies  in  transitu  were 
lade  to  this  Bureau  during  the  year  1875,  which  was  190  less  than 
tie  number  received  during  the  year  1874.  Bodies  arriving  in  New 
''ork  by  way  of  Brooklyn,  Long  Island  City,  and  Hudson  County 
re  required  to  have  a  permit  for  burial  from  the  Health  Officers  of 
dose  places  before  they  are  permitted  to  cross  the  ferries  to  New 
''ork ;  this  permit  has  the  same  effect  as  one  issued  by  the  Health 
)epartment  of  this  city,  and  when  obtained  no  further  requirement 
>  needed. 

There  were  but  84  bodies  removed  from  the  city  cemeteries  during 
le  year,  and  nearly  all  these  were  placed  in  receiving- vaults  for  tem- 
orary  interment. 

There  were  1,418  transcripts  of  the  records  issued  during  the  year 
875,  of  which  173  were  of  the  records  of  birth,  and  137  of  marriage, 
nd  1,108  of  death.  1,326  searches  of  the  records  of  births,  mar- 
iages  and  deaths  were  made,  and  818  imperfect  certificates  were 
^turned  for  correction  or  information.  The  1 14  certificates  referred 
D  the  Coroner  for  investigation  were  of  deaths  which  chapter  462, 
ection  i,  Laws  of  187 1,  required  their  interposition. 

labU  showing  the  Number  of  Burial  Permits  issued  for  City  Deaths,  StiU-Births,  and  Bodies 
in  Transitu  during  the  Years  1874  and  1875,  zidth  the  Number  of  Births,  Marriages, 
Cases  of  Deaths  referred  to  the  Coroners,  the  Number  of  Imperfect  Certificates,  Transcripts 
and  Searches  of  the  Records  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  for  the  same  period. 


umber  of  burial  permits  issued  for  deaths  in  this  city 

umber  of  burial  permits  issued  for  bodies  in  transitu 

umber  of  burial  permits  issued  for  still-births  in  thu  city 

umber  of  permits  for  disinterment  and  removal  of  bodies  from  city  cemeteries. 

umber  of  cases  of  deaths  referred  to  coroners 

umber  of  births 

umber  of  marriages. 

umber  of  transcripts  of  birth  record  issued 

umber  of  transcripts  of  marriage  record  issued 

umber  of  transcripts  of  death  record  issued 

amber  of  searches  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  made 

iperfect  certificates  returned  for  correction  or  information 


1874. 


1879. 


28,698* 

30.674* 

1.333 

X.423 

2,277 

2,274 

148 

84 

136 

"4 

a5.747 

«3.8x3 

8.397 

7.565 

145 

X73 

199 

137 

X.072 

1,108 

1.286 

1,326 

675 

8x8 

*  These  figures  refer  to  the  number  of  death-certificates  received  from  January  i  to  December  3T,  each 
ar,  and  known  as  the  registered  mortality.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  1874  was  28,727^ 
d  1875  was  30,709. 
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The  population  of  the  City  of  New  York,  according  1 
York  State  Census,  taken  during  the  month  of  June 
1,041,886;  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  would^t 
22.85  ;  the  marriage  rate,  7.26;  and  the  still-birth  rat< 
birth  to  every  43.7  s  inhabitants;  i  marriage  to  every  i. 
still-birth  to  every  414.19,  or  i  child  born  dead  to  < 
children  registered  born  alive. 

But,  on  account  of  our  defective  registration  laws,  and 
quent  incompleteness  of  the  returns  of  births  and  m; 
reliance  should  be  placed  in  these  branches  of  our  statist! 
senting,  even,  an  approximation  of  the  total  number  whi 
in  this  city  during  the  years  mentioned,  they  are  conseque 
practical  value  for  statistical  purposes.  The  accompanyii 
show  the  six  nationalities  which  contributed  the  largest  s 
births,  marriages,  and  stillbirths  to  the  vital  statistics 
during  the  years  1874  and  1875  : 
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The  preceding  list  of  deaths  for  1874  and  1875  contaii 
of  181  persons  aged  90  years  and  upward,  of  which  25 
of  persons  who  attained  100  years,  20  of  whom  were  fc 
males  ;  21  were  white  and  4  were  colored  ;  16  were  bon 
4  in  the  United  States  (3  colored  and  i  white),  3  in  G 
France,  and  i  a  colored  person  whose  nativity  was  unk 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  T.  NAGLE,  M. 
Deputy  Register  c 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSEL 


Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
Office  of  the  Attorney  and  Counsel, 
301  MoTT  Street, 
New  York,  January  16,  1876. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  : 

Gentlemen — In  conformity  with  your  instructions  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  a  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  this  office  during 
the  period  embraced  between  April  30,  1874,  and  January  i,  1876. 

During  the  year  ending  April  30,   1875,  the  number  of  actions  instituted  for  the 

abatement  of  nuisances  was 3f  220 

Classified  as  follows : 

For  non-compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Board 3»  1 16 

For  violation  of  Sanitary  Ordinances ' 104 


3,220 


Of  this  number  there  were — 

Pending  on  the  36th  of  April,  1875 47? 

Discontinued  for  all  causes,  the  nuisance  in  each  instance  having  been  first 

abated 1,88$ 

Tried  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Department 755 

Judgments  of  dismissal  or  non-suit 105 

Actions  abated  by  death  of  defendant ' 2 


3i220 


Amount  of  costs  and  penalties  realized  in  settlement  of  actions  and  paid  to 

the  City  Chamberlain $8,533  28 


During  the  period  of  eight  months  ending  December  31,  1875,  the  number 

of  actions  commenced  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  was i)998 

Classified  as  follows : 

For  non-compliance  with  orders  of  the  Board 1,960 

For  violations  of  Sanitary  Ordinances 38 

i,998 
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Discontinued  for  all  cause%  the  tiuisanc^  in  each  instance  liaviDg  hem  int 

Tried  and  judgment  reudered  for  the  Department, ,.,,,,,..,,...,,.  ^ ... ,     tfi 

Judgments  of  dismissal  or  non-suit,  ♦.-.*.,,- , ,,..■ Jl$ 

Fending  on  the  ist  day  of  January,  iSyfiv  < . ,   , ....*,,,.,.*      t^z 

Amount  of  costs  and  penalties  realized  in  settlement  of  iLctiotis  and  pdd  to 

ihc  City  Chambcrkid. ....„,* * .  * .  * ftfi 

For  the  entire  period  covered  by  thk  report  the  number  of  actions  com- 
menced, &B  stated  in  the  foregoing  table^  was , , . .. 

Ckssif]^  aft  foUows : 

For  non»compliajice  with  orders  of  the  Boar4*  ^ ,.  ^  .*,..,.«,.,.......,.• ,   5^ 

For  violations  of  the  Sanitary  Code. .,..,  ^  ,,,.,,....,,...,-*•-*,,,,,* ,      I4i 

Of  thU  number  there  were  dlscontifiued — 

For  all  causes^  after  abatement  of  nuisance ,,,,.** ,,*-,,.,..  J^iOjS 

Tried  and  judgments  obtained  for  the  Health  Department.  ,,,...,»-..*.**  1,143 

Judgmeuls  of  dismissal  or  non-suit. .  ^ *  ^ ^  aijD 

Niiml)er  of  actions  brought  against  the  Health  Department   ,, ...  ^  ,,.,..* .  3 

Amount  of  costs  and  penalties  realised  In  settlement  of  actions  and  paid  into 

City  Treasury. , , .,,.*..... |r|i 


In  a  majority  of  instances  where  judgments  of  dismissal  or 
suit  have  been  given  there  was  either  an  entire  failure  to  ser\e  p; 
a  defect  in  the  service  of  the  original  notice,  or  a  mistake  iQ 
to  tlie  ownership  of  the  premises  involved  in  the  proceeding. 

In  nearly  all  of  these  proceedings  in  behalf  of  the  Board  the  A 
ants  have  called  in  person  or  by  attorney  at  this  office,  and  cal 
into  proper  stipulations  to  abate  the  nuisance  complained  of,  or 
dered  necessary  explanations.  As  far  as  practicable  a  libera!  mcl 
of  adjustment  of  tliese  actions  has  been  applied,  the  chief  aim  ha' 
been  to  secure  the  prompt  removal  of  the  cause  of  complaint  wii 
undue  hardship  to  the  responsible  party.  As  a  result  of  this 
the  owners  of  property  respect  the  authority  and  will  of  the 
as  expressed  in  the  orders  entered  from  \veek  to  week,  for  the  al 
ment  of  the  various  nuisances  constantly  recurring  in  this  city.  Su 
the  last  annual  report  of  your  Attorney,  the  Governor  has  approved  tw* 
bills  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1874,  to  increase  the  efficicftcj"  i^' 
usefulness  of  this  Department,  vix.,  chapters  635  and  636  of  the  U** 
of  1874-     The  last  named  act  has  proved  of  great  value,  by  removiH 
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iTDts  that  existed  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Board,  and  by  simplifying 
trial  of  actions  brought  in  its  behalf.  Under  chapter  335  of  the 
i?x/s  of  1873,  it  was  provided  that  all  such  actions  should  be  instituted 
-'fce  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city. 
B.S  cumbrous  and  anomalous  provision  was  the  fruitful  cause  of 
i^olous  and  technical  defences  to  actions  commenced  for  penalties. 
fc-«  authority,  duties,  and  power  of  the  Department  now  seem  clearly 
'fined,  and  have  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudications.  In  addition 
^  the  volume  of  prosecutions  embodied  in  the  tabulated  statement 
f  this  report,  a  large  number  of  arrests  have  been  made  by  the  police 
or  violation  of  sanitary  ordinances,  especially  those  which  prohibit 
:he  accumulation  of  stable  refuse  within  the  city  limits,  and  the  sale  of 
jnwholesome,  watered  or  adulterated  milk.  The  result  achieved  has 
)een  very  satisfactory,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the  organization  of 
I  Board  of  Health  in  this  city  has  the  vast  accumulation  of  the 
)ffensive  products  of  the  stables  within  its  limits  been  entirely 
amoved  beyond  the  city  lines.  Section  45  of  the  Sanitary  Code  is  as 
bllows : 

Sec.  45.  '*  That  no  person  shall  have  at  any  place  where  milk,  but- 
er  or  cheese  is  kept  for  sale,  nor  at  any  place  offer  or  have  for  sale, 
lor  shall  any  person  bring  or  send  to  said  city,  any  unwholesome, 
vatered  or  adulterated  milk,  or  milk  known  as  swill-milk,  or  milk 
rem  cows  or  other  animals  that  for  the  most  part  lived  in  stables,  or 
hat  feed  on  swill,  garbage  or  other  like  substances ;  nor  any  butter 
>r  cheese  made  from  any  such  milk,  nor  any  unwholesome  butter  or 
:heese." 

The  vigorous  enforcement  of  its  salutary  provisions  has  already 
:aused  a  marked  reduction  of  the  evils  attending  the  sale  of  watered 
ind  adulterated  milk,  and  if  systematically  continued  must  have  an 
appreciable  and  favorable  effect  upon  the  death-rate  of  that  class  of 
Dur  population  peculiarly  dependent  upon  a  wholesome  milk  diet. 
Forty-three  dealers  in  milk  have  been  arrested  upon  complaints 
establishing  a  probable  violation  of  the  section  cited.  Of  this  number 
:hirty-seven  have  been  tried  and  convicted.  The  courts  have  in  all 
:ases  of  conviction  imposed  a  fine  varying  from  $50  to  $2CX),  and 
such  fines  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $2,400.  In  two  cases  only  have 
the  complaints  been  withdrawn  or  dismissed  by  reason  of  insufficient 
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evidence  or  extenuating   circumstances.     The    remaining  four 
have  been  transferred,  upon  the  appHcation  of  the  accused,  to  tkCoail 
of  General  Sessions.     A  number  of  indictments  have  been  k&i 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  with  the  consent  and  kind  cooperation  of 
District   Attorney,  will  be  brought  to  trial  as  soon  as  the  vol 
business  in  his  office  will  permit.     In  a  majority  of  the  cases 
disposed  of,  the  defendants  haye  been  represented  by  abd 
and   every  obstacle  and  embarrassment   that   legal   ingtm::: 
devise    have    been    interposed    to    prevent     conviction    and  ^:::<3 
punishment.     In  one  case  only  has  a  writ  of  error  been 
and   the   proceedings  in   that   case  will,  therefore,  be  re\iewd 
the   General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court.     The   prestdin 
officers  of  the  various  courts,  in  which  the  Health  Departmt; 
occasion  to  appear  by  attorney  or  counsel «  have  unifomily  eii 
generous  consideration  to  the  sanitary  reforms  sought  to  be  pro] 
and  have  thereby  contributed  art  important  influence  to  secuit 
general  efficiency  and  the  value  of  the  efforts  of  your  Board.    0 
the   existing   laws,    with   the   cooperation   of  an   able  ami 
judiciary,  and  an  intelligent  and  independent  sanitary  adminbtr^ 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope  for  the  continued  recognition  :\t^  ^ 
tection  of  those  interests  upon  which  the  public  health  ^  -y 
depend. 

Very  respectfully^ 

W.   P.  PRENTICE, 

AUi^rnej  and  Qunul 


REPORT  ON  CROTON  WATER. 


New  York,  January  i,  1876. 

W.  De  F.  Day.  M.D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  following  results  of 
examinations  of  the  Croton  water  since  January  i,  1874. 

The  first  column  gives  the  appearance  of  the  water  in  the  mass 
when  inspected  in  a  tall,  colorless,  glass  vessel.  The  results  given  in 
the  second  column  were  obtained  by  evaporating  a  measured  quantity 
of  the  water  to  dryness,  igniting,  moistening  with  carbonic  acid  water, 
and  drying  at  about  260°  Fahr. 

The  third  columns  give  the  loss  on  ignition  and  represent  the 
organic  matter  in  solution,  together  with  the  acids  of  such  salts 
(except  carbonates)  as  are  decomposed  by  the  temperature  of  ignition. 
The  fourth  columns  are  the  sum  of  the  second  and  third,  and  show 
the  results  obtained  by  evaporating  a  measured  quantity  of  the  water 
at  260°  Fahr. 

In  the  fifth  columns  are  given  approximately  the  amounts  of  lime 
salts  present,  the  amounts  having  been  determined  by  the  use  of  a 
standard  solution  of  soap.  In  the  last  columns  are  given  the  results 
obtained  by  treating  the  water  with  a  standard  solution  of  potash 
permanganate. 
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TABLE  I. 
{Results  given  in  Grains  to  the  U.  5.  Gallon  of  2"^!  cubic  inches,) 


For  Week 
Ending — 


1874. 
January   3. 


Feb. 


17. 
24., 
31- 
7- 
14.. 


•'  21. 

38. 

March     7. 

14. 
*'       21. 

28. 
April       4. 

*•  XX. 

x8. 
**        as. 


May 


Appbarance. 


June 


July 


9., 
x6. 
23. 
30. 

6., 
13. 


XXi. 

x8.. 
25.. 


August     X. 


Sept. 


29. 
5- 


Clear,  light  green. 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Faint  turbidity^  light  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Tiu-bid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  yellowish 

Clear,  yellowish  cast. 

Faint  turbidity,  light  green. .... 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Clear,  light  green 

Turbid,  greenish 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  greenish 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  greenish 

Slightly  tiu-bid,  light  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  light  brown 

Clear,  light  green 

Slighdy  tiu-bid,  yellowish 

Faint  turbidity,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  brownish 

Turbid,  brownish  green 

Faint  tiu-bidity,  greenish 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  brownish  fi^een 

Slightly  turbid,  brownish  green. 
Slightly  turbid,  brownish  green. 
Turbid,  greenish 


*•  J? 

O 


1 


3- 384 
3.266 
3.266 
3.9x6 
3-499 
3.499 
3-965 


0.8x6 
0.8x6 
z.r66 
o.8z6 
0.333 
0.8x6 
o.8z6 


3.849  !  0.8x6 
3-033  I   X.049 

a-799  j  0-933 
3-033      Z.049 
3-Z50  I  o.8z6 
3.683  '  o.8z6 
3.366      o.8z6 
3.Z50      o.8z6 
3.Z50  '  0.8x6 
3.800  j  o.8z6 
3.383  I  o.8x6 
3.a66      Z.399 
3.9x6     0.933   I 
2.566      x.z66 
3.865      Z.050 
3-383  I  x.z66 
3.6x6  I  0.8x6 
4.315  j  ».a83 
3.6x5  j  Z.383 
3.733  I  z.z66 

3-499  I  0-933 

3.500  I  x.a49 

3.849  I  x.049 

3.849  ,  x.x66 


3.849 


•933 


3-6x5  I  x.a83 
3.849  1  x-i« 


I  4.300 

:  4.082 

I  4-43* 
I  3-73^ 
I  3-73« 
,   4-3«S 

4-78x 
.   4.665 

4.083 

t 

j  3.73a 
4.082 
3.966 

3-499 
4.083 

3-966 
3.966 
3.6z6 

4.>99 

4.665 

3.849 

3.73a 

4-315 

4.549 

4  •43a 

5.59« 

4.898 

4.898 

4.43a 

4-549  I 

4.898  I 

5.0x5 

4-783  ■ 

4.898 

5.0x5 
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TABLE  l.-4,Contimt€d). 
(Results  given  in  Grains  to  the  U,  S,  Gallon  of  231  cuHc  inches.) 


X874. 
Scpc      za. 

••      19. 

••        a6. 

October  3. 


«« 

«7' 

M 

24 

M 

31 

Nov. 

7 

" 

X4 

M 

31 

•• 

a8 

Dec 

5 

•( 

za 

M 

19 

•• 

a6 

1875. 

January   a 

" 

9 

«« 

16. 

•• 

as. 

'• 

30. 

Feb. 

6 

" 

»3- 

" 

ao 

f< 

a?. 

March 

6 

'* 

a7 

April 

3 

" 

xo 

" 

«7 

«t 

24 

May 


Turbid,  greenish 

Turbid,  light  green ... . 

Turbid,  light  green 

Slight'y  turbid,  green 

Turbid,  brownish  green 

Slightly  turbid,  yellowish  green. . 

Turbid,  yellow 

Clear,  light  green 

Turbid,  brownish 

Turbid,  greenish. 

Slightly  turbid,  yellowish 

Turbid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Faint  turbidity,  light  green 

Clear,  light  green 


Slightly  turbid,  light  green. . . 
Faint  turbidity.  light  green. . . 
Faint  turbidity,  yellowish  ... 

Clear,  light  green. 

Clear,  light  green... 

.Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  yellowish  green. 

Turbid,  yellowish 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green ... 

Turbid,  yellowish 

Clear,  light  green 

Turbid,  greenish  yellow 

Turbid,  light  green 

Very  turbid,  greenish  yellow. 

Slightly  turbid,  greenish 

Faint  turbidity,  light  green. . . 
Slightly  turbid,  light  green. . . 
Slightly  turbid,  light  green. . . 


3-733 
a.  9x6 
3.a66 
3.9x6 

3- 149 
a. 986 
3.6x6 
3.150 
3849 
3-732 
3.732 
3.a66 

3.849 
3  <«99 
3.6x6 
3-732 

3-500 
3.616 

3-499 
3.616 
3.6x6 
a. 916 
3.68a 

2-333 
X.983 
X.866 
3.X00 
3.099 
x.866 

3.3X6 

2-333 
a.xoo 
a. 450 
2.450 


X.049 
X.383 

0.933 
0.700 
X.563 
1.X43 
z.x66 
«-749 
1.633 
0-933 
X.050 

«-399 
0.8x6 
x.x66 
x.049 
0.933 

1.049 
0.8x6 
1.383 
0.816 

0-933 
0.700 
1.050 
0.8x6 

0.933 
0.933 
X.166 
x.050 
x.050 
i.x66  I 
0.583  j 
x.049  ' 

1.049  I 

I 
1.049 


4.78a 
4-199 
4.»99 
3.6x6 
4.7x1 
4 -129 
4.78a 

4.899 
5-483 
4.665 
4-782 
4-665 
4.665 
4-665 
4.665 
4.665 

4.549 
4-432 
4-783 
4.432 
4.549 
3.616 

3-732 
3-«49 
a. 916 

2-799 
3.366 

3M9 
3.916 
3-382 
3.9x6 
3.149 
3-499 
3-499 


h 

U 


2-233 
3.X09 
x.983 
x.983 
x.983 
a.  109 
x.983 
3.X09 
3.109 

2.233 
3.333 

3.X09 

a.xo9 
a.  109 
3.X09 
x.983 

a.  109 
3.041 
3.041 
2.04X. 
3.041 
1.880 
1.354 
X.X08 
1-254 
1.108 
1.354 
1.354 

1-254 
X.354 

1.354 
1. 411 
1. 411 
1.568 


gal 

o 


0.XI5 
0.XI5 
0.X08 
o.xxi 
o.xa8 
0.ZZ5 
0.XX3 
0.XX7 
0.X08 
0.084 
0.070 
0.07s 
0.070 
0.084 
0.X08 
0.075 

0.046 
0.070 
0.070 
0.093 
0.084 
0.046 
o.to8 

0.138 
O.I33 

o.ao6 
0.187 
0.093 
0.093 
0.074 

O.X36 

0.X07 
0.136 
0.X36 


-! 


Ml 

\ 
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TABLE  l.—{Contimud), 
(Results  given  in  Grains  to  the  V.  S.  Gaiicn  of  231  cubic  inck 


For  Week 
Ending— 


1875. 


May 


June 


July 


29., 
5. 


19. 

a6. 


10.. 


17. 

31. 

August    7. 

M- 

•*  91. 

a8. 
Sept        ^. 


October  a. 


9. 
x6. 


30. 
Nov.        6.. 


Dec. 


»7. 
4- 


18. 
25. 


Appearance. 


s 

.a 


I    £ 


Slightly  turbid,  yellowish  green 

Clear,  yellowish  green 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Faint  turbidity,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Faint  turbidity,  yellowish  greca 

Clear,  light  green 

Slightly  turbid,  faint  yellowish  green.. 
Turbid,  light  green,  cast  of  yellow. . . . 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  light  green 

Turbid,  yelbwish  green 

lurbid,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  greenish  yellow 

Turbid,  yellowbh  green 

Turbid,  green,  cast  of  yellow 

Slightly  turbid,  yellowish  green 

Turbid,  greenish 

Slightly  turbid,  greenish 

Slightly  turbid,  light  green 

Very  slightly  turbid,  cast  of  yellow. . . 


Faint  turbidity,  light  green. . . . 

Turbid,  greenish  yellow 

Turbid,  gieeuish  Tellow 

Turbid,  yellowish 

Quite  turbid,  yellowish  green.. 

Very  turbid,  greenish 

Turbid,  brownish  green 

Quite  turbid,  yellowish  green. . 
Turbid,  yellowish  green 


.149 
•799 
•033 
.150 
.o8a 
.849 
.966 
.965 
.73a 
.615 
.382 
•359 
•<«99 
.a66 

.453 
.084 
.869 
•5" 

.OZ2 
.94a 
.269 

•339 
.15a 

•455 
.a9a 
.036 

•339 
.059 
.08a 
•779 
•615 
.a66 

•893 
.986 


o 


0.583 

0933 

049 

049 

.050 
.050 

.166 
.400 
.400 


I 


.400  5 

•633  5 

i 

•«43   ,  4 

.166  4 


.166  I  4 
306      4 

.306    ;    4 

.038  i  4 

353 
•336 
.073 
.073 

•«43 
.910 
.026 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
•«>3  I   5 


'59 


0.933 
X.003 
0.980 

0.933  I  4 
1.446      4 

A 
0.746  I  3 


f 
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TABLE   II. 
{Results  given  in  Parts  in  100,000.) 


For  Wbbk  Ending — 


1874 

Januaiy   3 

•• 

xo 

" 

17 

*• 

24 

" 

31 

Feb. 

7 

«< 

H- 

" 

21 

«• 

28 

March 

7 

" 

U 

" 

21 

" 

38 

April 

4 

<f 

IX. 

«• 

z8 

«< 

25 

May 

a. 

" 

9 

" 

z6 

" 

23 

"    • 

30 

June 

6 

•• 

13 

July 

4 

" 

zz 

" 

18 

" 

25 

August 

z 

i 


"  29. 

Sept.        5. 


5.8 

56 

5.6 

5.0 

6.0 

6.0 

6.8 

6.6 

5-2 

4.8 

5.2 

5-4 

4.6 

5.6 

5.8 

5-4 

4.8 

S.80 

S.60 

5.00 

4.40 

5.60 

5.80 

6.ao 

7.40 

6.ao 

6.40 

6.00 

6.00 

6.60 

6.60 

6.60 

o.ao 

6.60 


1^ 


O' 


1.4 

«-4 
a.o 

1-4 

0.4 

1-4 

«-4 

«-4 

Z.8 

Z.6 

z.8 

»-4 

«-4 

1-4 

z.o 

1-4 

1-4 

t.40 

a. 40 

t.6o 

2.00 

Z.80 

2.00 

1.40 

2.20 

a. 20 
a. 00 
Z.60 
z.80 
z.80 
2.00  I 
z.60 
2.20  j 
2.00 


72 

7.0 

7.6 

6-4 

6.4 

7-4 

8.2 

8.0 

7.0 

6.4 

7.0 

6.8 

6.0 

7.0 

6.8 

6.8 

6.a 

7.20 

8.00 

6.60 

6.40 

7.40 

7.80 

7.60 

9.60 

8.40 

8.40 

7.60 

7.80 

8.40 

8.60 

8.20 

8.40 

8.60 


I? 


•PS 

-  K  o 

So-a 


I 


2.834 
2.834 

2.320 

2.834 

3.576 

2.834 

2.834 

2.834 

2.834 

I  2.834 

j  2.576 

I  2.834 

2.834 

2.834 

3-743 
3.208 
3.743 
3.208 
2.931 
2.673 
2.673 
3.208 
3.208 
3.208 
4.0ZO 
4.0Z0 
3-743 
3-743 
3.743 
4.0Z0 
4.0Z0 
3.743 
3.743 
4.040 


0.095 

0.135 
0.Z19 
0.Z07 
0.09s 
0.1  Z9 
0.07Z 
o  083 
0.083 
0.ZZ3 
0.09s 
O.Z44 
O.Z44 
0.09s 
o.  13Z 
0.144 
0.ZZ7 
0.ZX7 
0.13Z 
0.145 
0.Z3Z 
0.ZZ7 


r- 


o.zSz 
0.175 
O.Z57 
0.168 
0.263 
0.336 
0.29a 
0.234 
0.292 
0.350 
0.304 
0.272 
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ii, 

111 


TABLE  TL.—^OmHmted). 
{Results  given  in  Paris  in  ioo,ocx>.) 


Fob  Wk 


:  Ehdin<; — 


1874- 
S^t       la.. 

October  3. 


S 


Nov. 


Dec. 


17., 
94. 
3X. 
7- 
14. 


a8.. 
5- 


19.. 

"        26.. 
X875. 
January   a.. 

9- 
16.. 

"        as. 

30. 

6.. 


Feb. 


X3- 


a7.. 

March     6. 

••        X3- 


27. 
April       3. 


«7- 

24- 


May 


I  *'40 

;  5" 

I. 

I  5-00 

!  5-40 

I 
1 5." 

6.ao 
5.40 
6.^0 
6.40 
6.40 
5.60 
6.60 
6.00 
6.ao 
6.40 

6.00 
6.ao 
6.00 
6.ao 
6.20 
5.00 
4.60 
4.00 
3.40 
3.ao 
3.60 
3.60 
3.20 
3.80 
4.00 
3.60 
4.ao 
4.ao 


■dS 


D 


i.ea 

i.ao 
2.68 
X.96 
2.00 
3.00 
2.80 
X.60 
X.80 
2.40 

I  X-40 

I  2.00 

x.80 

I  x.60 

I 

x.80 
X.40 
2.20 
x.40 
2.60 

X.20 
X.80 
X.40 
X.60 
X.60 
2.00 
X.80 
1.80 
2.00 

x.oo 

x.80 
x.80 
X.80 


7.» 
7.» 
6.ao 
8.08 
7.08 

8.20 

8.40 
9.40 
8.0a 

8.20 
8.0G 

8.0C 
8.0c 
8.0c 
8.0c 


I 


7.8c 
7.6c 
8.ac 
7.6c 
7.8c 

6.2< 

6.4< 

5  4<: 

I 

I   5.« 

|4.a< 

5.4* 
5.0c 
5.8< 
5  « 
5.4* 
6.o< 
6.0 


r\ 
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TABLE  U,-~{CofUinutd), 
(Results  given  in  Parts  in  icx>,ocx>.) 


For  Wbbk  Ending— 


II 


4 
t 


si 


111 

c5 


X875. 

May         8, 

15- 

••  23. 

June         5, 

**         la. 

••         19 

26. 

July         3 

10. 

"        X7 

34 

3« 
August  7. 
14 
ai 
38 
Sept.        4 

IX. 

18 

"        as 

October   a 

9 
"        x6 

•*        "3 

30 

NoY.        6 

13. 

ao, 

"        a?. 
Dec        4. 

XX. 

x8. 


T.OO 
X.60 
X.80 
X.80 
1.80 
T.80 

a. 00 
3.40 
3.40 
3.40 
3.80 
X.96 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.34 
3.34 
X.78 
3.33 

3. 13 
X.84 
1.84 
X.96 

X.76 
X.73 

a.x6 
x.76 
x.60 
1.72 
t.68 
x.60 
3.48 
X.28 


6.40 
6.40 
7.00 
7.ao 
8.80 
8.40 
8.80 
9.30 
8.80 
8.60 
8.60 

7-73 
8.00 
7.60 
7.93 

7-5a 
7.X6 
7.80 
9.30 
8.88 
9.X6 
9.38 
9.08 
9.30 
9.13 
8.64 
9.60 
8.73 
8.60 
8.ao 
7.88 
7.20 

7-44 
6.40 


3.688 
3.956 
3.335 
3-494 
3.7*3 
3- 763 
3763 
3  763 
4.033 
4.033 
3.7*3 
3-494 
3-494 
3.335 

3'44X 
3.M5 
3.335 
3.494 
3-763 
3-763 
3-763 
3- 763 
3.763 
3763 
4.581 
3-644 
4-X63 
4.2x4 

3.9«9 
4.X20 

4.077 
3.225 
3.170 
3-494 


0.309 
0.307 

0.300 
0.3x5 
0.2X5 

0-I53 
o.x68 
0.X83 

0.300 

o.36x 

0.300 

0.3x8 

0.300 

0.230 
0.261 
0.308 
0.383 

0.308 

0.293 
0.323 

0.200 
o.aoo 
0.220 
0.169 
O.X53 
0.220 
0.206 
0.X84 

0.'23X 

0.262 
0.296 
0.222 
0.236 
o.x8i 


m 
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The  averages  of  the  results  obtained  from  a  weekly  < 
of  the  Croton  water  during  the  past  four  years  are  as  fol 

(/«  Grains  to  the  U,  S.  Gallon  of^yi  cubic  inches.) 


Ykus. 


For  1873 ,.... ,.. ;. 3.531 

For  187^,..,, .1    3.J95 

For  1I75..* .* , , ,.„„, '    ^,«9§ 


s 


4 
t 

I 


0.935     :     4'56o 


1^,070 


43« 


(/«  Parts  per  100,000.) 


For  Z873 6.230 

For  1874 5.830 

For  1875 5.656 


1.590 

7.8a 

1.760 

759 

X.835 

7- 49* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  WALLER,  Pi 


REPORT 


MANUFACTURE  OF  CIGARS  IN  TENEMENT-HOUSES. 


New  York,  October  25,  1874. 
AV.De  F.Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent  : 

Sir — In  accordance  with  your  directions  we  have  inspected  a 
number  of  factories  and  tenement-houses  in  which  cigars  are  manu- 
factured, and  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  accumulating  data  for  this  report,  and  in  making  it  up,  we 
would  say  that  our  observations  have  been  made  entirely  indepen- 
dently of  each  other,  and  that  there  has  been  the  least  possible  com- 
parison of  results,  until  these  results  had  been  by  each  separately 
committed  to  writing. 

In  making  these  inspections  we  have  been  into  each  room  in 
which  the  manufacture  of  cigars  was  being  carried  on,  as  well  as  into 
the  other  rooms  ;  have  seen  the  people  at  their  work  and  at  their 
meals ;  have  talked  with  them  and  with  their  employers,  when  we 
have  chanced  to  meet  the  latter ;  and  have  thus  enjoyed  the  best 
opportunity  for  judging  for  ourselves  of  the  effects  upon  the  workmen 
and  their  families  of  their  peculiar  environment. 

Of  all  the  complicated  questions  which  have  lately  arisen  in  regard 
to  the  workers  in  tobacco,  the  only  one  which  has  been  submitted  to 
us  for  investigation  is  that  which  relates  to  the  comparative  state  of 
health  of  those  who  work  at  their  own  homes  and  those  who  work  in 
shops,  and  the  comparative  sanitary  conditions  under  which  they 
respectively  labor. 

The  principal  points  to  be  observed  in  such  ah  inquiry  are  the 
following : 

Air,  lights  ventilation^  food,  cleanliness,  and  material  emanations, 
and  in  this  order  we  shall  consider  them. 
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AIR. 

By  this  heading  is  meant  the  air-space  provided  for  e 
in  the  work-room. 

In  the  work-room  of  Lichtenstein  Bros.,  No.  268  Bo^ 
ing  90  X  33  X  15  feet,  there  are  usually  about  120  opera 

This  gives  each  person  a  fraction  over  37 1  cubic  feel 

In  the  factory  of  D.  Levy  &  Co.,  No.  90  Bowery, 
work-room  measures  90  x  25  x  14  feet,  and  is  occupied 
persons.  This  gives  each  person  a  fraction  under  305 
air-space. 

The  air-space  for  the  operatives,  numbering  abou 
work-rooms  (measuring  together  65  x  36  x  12  feet)  < 
Hahn,  at  290  and  292  Bowery,  is  234  cubic  feet  for  eac 

We  have  been  through  a  large  number  of  cigar  fact< 
above  are  fair  samples  of  the  average  work-room  in  s 
ments,  both  in  size  of  room  and  number  of  occupants. 

In  the  tenement-houses  we  have  visited  a  large  num 
engaged  in  cigar-making.  These  families,  as  a  rule, 
but  few  persons  work  together  in  the  same  room.  Or 
accurate  notes  of  66  such  families,  and  the  other  of  i- 
which  we  think  is  sufficiently  large  to  serve  as  a  basis  f 
These  families  were  not  selected  ones,  but  were  taker 
under  our  notice,  and  include  all  the  families  in  17  larj 
with  a  few  from  other  houses. 

The  group  of  66  families  consists  of  2 19  persons,  incl 
and  infants,  giving  an  average  of  about  3)^  persons  ' 
suite  of  rooms. 

The  workroom,  which  is  generally  the  sitting-rootr 
dining-room  of  the  family,  according  to  the  estimate 
measures  usually  about  15  x  16  x  8  feet,  giving  an  aii 
cubic  feet  to  each  person,  or  an  average  of  60  per  cei 
that  of  the  largest  factory- room. 

The  group  of  148  families  was  found  to  include 
including  infants  and  children,  giving  an  average  of 
to  a  room. 

According  to  an  independent  estimate  made  by  the 
us,  the  average  dimensions  of  this  same  kitchen  and  m 
16  X  14  X  8j^  feet,  furnishing  an  air-space  of  489  cubi 
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person,  or  an  average  of  32   per  cent,  more  than  that  of  the   most 
spacious  factory-rooms. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  the  full 
advantage  as  regards  air-space  possessed  by  the  workers  in  tenements 
over  those  in  factories  ;  for  in  the  figures  applying  to  factories  only 
the  workers^  whereas  in  those  applying  to  tenement-houses  all 
persons  in  the  family,  whether  workers  or  not,  have  been  included, 
thus  doing  injustice  to  the  tenements  in  that  many  of  the  children  are 
".much  of  the  time  away  at  school,  out  of  doors,  or  in  other  rooms  in 
which  there  is  no  tobacco. 

LIGHT. 

The  shops  are  usually  well  lighted  by  windows  at  both  ends,  and 
the  tenement-house  workers  labor  at  the  windows.  Both  have  plenty 
of  light. 

VENTILATION. 

The  shops  and  tenements  can  both  be  well  ventilated  by  opening 
the  windows  and  doors,  but  for  purposes  of  warmth  they  are  usually 
kept  closed  during  working  hours,  and  the  air  of  the  rooms  is  bad. 
For  the  reason  given  above,  the  deterioration  of  the  air  in  the  houses 
is  less  rapid  than  in  the  shops. 

FOOD. 

Those  who  work  in  tenement-houses  have  an  advantage  over  those 
who  work  in  shops,  in  the  possession  of  greater  facilities  for  the  prep- 
aration of  the  midday  meal.  Some  of  those  who  work  in  shops  either 
patronize  a  neighboring  restaurant,  or  go  home  to  dinner,  if  they  are 
near  enough  ;  but  most  of  them  eat  cold  sausage  or  cheese  with  bread, 
or  something  of  the  sort,  or  perhaps  some  dish  which  they  hastily 
warm  on  the  common  stove,  while  those  who  work  at  their  own  homes 
appear,  as  a  rule,  to  provide  hot,  well-cooked  meals. 

With  regards  to  the  effects  of  the  emanations  of  tobacco  upon  the 
exposed  food,  it  seems  to  us  the  advantage  would  lie  with  neither. 

CLEANLINESS. 

In  this  respect,  it  must  be  confessed,  the  tenement-houses  are  far 
in  advance  of  the  shops.  There  is  less  litter  upon  the  floors,  less 
odor  in  the  atmosphere,  and  far  greater  evidence  of  care  and  pride 
in   the   condition   of  the   apartment.      In   fact,  the  working   at   an 
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objectionable   trade   in    one's   own   home    would    naturally 
greater  cleanliness,  and  care  for  appearances  in  person  and  su 
ings,  than  the  opposite. 

In  these  five  cardinal  points  nothing  certainly  can  be  urgei 
the  manufacture  of  cigars  in  tenement-houses.  There  remai 
minor  points  to  be  considered. 

The  shop-workers  go  to  their  work  at  about  7  A.  M.  and 
6  P.  M.  The  home-workers,  of  course,  can  work  as  early  ai 
as  they  please. 

The  wages  earned  by  a  single  workman  in  the  facton 
higher  than  those  he  can  make  in  a  tenement-house,  for  t 
that  the  commoner  qualities  of  tobacco  are  principally  given 
made  up  in  the  tenements,  for  which,  of  course,  a  less  pr 
per  thousand,  while  the  choicer  qualities  of  seed  Havans 
reserved  for  manufacture  under  the  eye  of  the  superintend 
shop.  But  there  is  a  compensation  for  this  in  the  fact  th 
tenement-house  plan,  many  members  of  the  family,  the 
rheumatic,  the  housewives,  the  mothers  with  nursing  chi 
daughters  whom  their  parents  would  be  unwilling  to  tr 
temptations  and  vicious  associations  of  the  shop,  and  even 
children  in  their  hours  of  leisure,  can  all  lend  a  hand  towar 
the  family  income  to  a  figure  considerably  beyond  what  it 
were  the  work  only  to  be  done  in  the  factory.  By  the 
house  plan,  widows,  with  dependent  families  of  small  chil 
not  only  keep  them  from  want,  but  in  comfort.  The  time 
others  in  going  to  and  from  their  work  is  also  saved.  The 
income  of  families,  gained  in  these  ways,  is  a  source  of  gre 
fort  and  happiness  to  them.  They  have  more  rooms,  better 
better  food,  and  better  clothing,  than  if  they  were  more 
their  means  of  earning.  In  so  far,  the  results  of  home 
beneficial.  With  regard  to  the  advisability  of  thus  incre 
hours  of  labor,  we  have  nothing  to  say.  It  relates  rath< 
economic  than  the  sanitary  aspects  of  the  question,  and  th 
had  better  be  left  to  the  natural  interaction  of  social  forces. 

In  our  opinion,  then,  the  home-workers  labor  under  quite 
sanitary  conditions  as  the  shop-workers.  During  the  day  th 
ditions  are  very  nearly  the  same  for  both,  with  a  slight  advc 
favor  of  the  former.  What  are  the  effects  upon  the  non-wor 
children  and  infants,  of  exposure  to  the  emanations  of  tobacc 
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A  categorical  answer  to  this  question  could  only  be  given  after  a 
very  long,  searching,  and  patient  investigation,  and  the  proper  sifting 
of  a  large  accumulation  of  statistics.  But  as  far  as  our  observation 
and  inquiry  have  gone,  the  children  of  families  who  work  in  tobacco 
at  home  are  quite  as  healthy  in  appearance,  and  as  little  prone  to 
disease,  as  the  average  of  children  who  are  born  and  reared  in  tene- 
ment-houses. 

There  are  quite  as  many  plump  and  rosy  babies,  and  quite  as  few 
puny  and  sickly  ones,  as  will  be  found  in  tenements  of  equal  size 
where  no  tobacco  is  manufactured.  We  mean,  of  course,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  number  of  babies  in  such  houses.  For  it  is  undeni- 
able that  the  number  of  children  in  the  families  of  tobacco  workers  is 
surprisingly  small.  In  the  66  families  of  which  one  of  us  took  notes, 
as  above  mentioned,  there  were  only  70  children,  or  an  average  of  only 
a  little  over  one  to  each  married  couple.  And  in  the  148  families 
visited  by  the  other  there  were  only  234  children,  making  an  average 
of  1.58  to  each  married  couple.  When  one  considers  the  swarms  of 
children  that  usually  grow  up  in  tenement-houses,  in  the  families  of 
the  laboring  and  artisan  classes,  the  paucity  of  offspring  in  a  particular 
class  becomes  significant.  In  connection  with  the  observations  which 
were  recorded  in  a  report  by  one  of  us  to  the  Board  of  Health  last 
year,  upon  cigar  factories,  might  it  not  reasonably  be  considered 
that  this  fact  is  corroborative  of  views  therein  expressed  with  regard 
to  the  effect  of  tobacco  upon  the  vigor  of  the  reproductive  system  ? 

With  regard  to  the  emanations  from  tobacco,  the  best  evidence 
we  could  command  was  that  afforded  by  the  sense  of  smell.  The 
odor  of  tobacco  was  much  less  pungent  and  irritating  in  the  rooms  of 
the  home-workers  than  in  many  of  the  shops  which  we  visited.  The 
halls  and  passages  of  the  houses  in  which  cigars  are  manufactured  are 
almost  entirely  free  from  the  tobacco  odor,  and  other  families  living 
in  the  same  house  with  cigar-makers  have  testified  to  us  of  the 
cleanly  habits  of  the  artisans,  and  the  inoffensive  character  of  their 
employment. 

At  night,  as  we  are  informed  and  have  reason  to  believe,  all  the 
unmanufactured  tobacco  is  carefully  collected  and  wrapped  up,  so  as 
to  exclude  the  external  air.  For  the  making  of  cigars,  the  tobacco  must 
be  sufficiently  moist  to  prevent  its  breaking  and  cracking,  and  so  dur- 
ing the  day  it  gives  off  no  visible  dust.  If  it  were  left  exposed  all 
night,  it  would  dry  rapidly,  and  by  morning  be  so  altered  as  to  be 


; 


654 


unfit  for  use.  Being  carefully  covered,  therefore,  during  th< 
there  is  very  little  smell  from  it  during  the  hours  of  sleep,  p 
not  more  than  a  box  or  two  of  cigars  may  impart  to  an  aj 
in  which  they  are  kept ;  and  when  we  consider  that  a  large 
of  laborers  and  mechanics  keep  tobacco  or  cigars  in  thei 
and  fill  their  rooms  with  tobacco  smoke  before  going  to  bed, 
it  can  hardly  be  shown  that  the  home-manufacturers  of  cigar 
more  exposed  to  deleterious  influences  from  tobacco  in  the 
than  any  other  class  of  the  tenement-house  population. 

Another  question  remains  to  be  considered,  viz.  :  Wh 
tobacco  leaves  act  as  fomites,  and  serve  to  propagate  conta^ 
eases  throughout  the  houses  into  which  they  are  introduced. 

We  have  been  able  to  discover  no  evidence  that  such  is 
There  have  been  many  cases  of  small-pox  in  families  engaged 
making  which  have  never  come  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitar 
ities  until  death  took  place,  and  which,  probably,  represent 
proportion  of  cases  which  always  remains  undiscovered, 
ency  to  conceal  such  cases  is  a  natural  one.  The  knowled^ 
case  of  small-pox  existed  in  such  a  family,  if  bruited  about,  r 
probably  would  seriously  injure  their  business,  and  it  is  no 
ing  that  they  prefer  to  keep  it  quiet,  and  allow  it  to  recove 
the  knowledge  of  outsiders.  But  it  is  the  same  with  any  fai 
carry  on  a  small  business  in  their  own  house.  A  baker,  a  n 
fancy  goods  dealer,  a  grocer  who  lives  in  the  rear  of  his  sho 
the  same  desire  for  concealment,  and  would  be  superhuman 
not.  That  the  business  of  cigar-making  in  tenement-hous^ 
fluenced  the  spread  of  contagious  disease  in  any  other  way  t 
we  cannot  believe.  That  the  tobacco  itself  gives  origin 
diseases  is,  of  course,  too  absurd  for  discussion. 

We  have  now  given  the  results  of  our  investigation  som* 
length,  and  will  briefly  recapitulate  them.  We  find  that  th< 
workers,  as  compared  with  the  shop-workers,  have  more  air-s 
good  ventilation  and  light ;  that  their  apartments  are  quite  as  1 
that  their  children  appear  as  healthy.  In  addition  to  this,  tl 
more  money,  are  enabled  to  live  in  better  quarters,  have  bett 
and  can  afford  more  of  the  luxuries  and  elegancies  of  life,  and,  i 
are  living  under  better  hygienic  conditions  ;  that  they  pass  the 
of  sleep  under,  probably,  as  favorable  conditions ;  and  that  t 
not,  as  a  rule,  occasion  any  nuisance  to  their  neighbors.     ' 
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this,  however,  there  is  evidence  enough  that  the  manufacture  of 
cigars  is  tiot  a  healthful  employment ;  but  we  believe  that  its  evil 
effects  are  equally  felt  by  those  who  work  in  shops  or  at  home. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  tenement-houses  visited  by  us,  in 
"which  the  manufacture  of  cigars  is  carried  on  : 


Third  avenue  and  Eighty-first  street. 
328  East  Seventy-fifth  street. 
212  Third  avenue. 

223  Second  street. 
226 

220        "         *' 
230        "        " 

237         "  " 

414  Fifth  *' 
420  Sixth  " 

224  Elizabeth  street. 
226  "  " 
228  •*  *' 
230  "  " 
232  *'  " 
201  Chrystie  ** 
203  '*  ** 
117  Ridge  •* 

29  Pitt  ** 

31     *' 
112  Sheriff  " 

415  East  Houston  street. 
SS  Columbia  " 

119  Lewis  ** 

121     "  «* 

492  Ninth  avenue. 
494      "        ** 


Comprising  219  persons,  or  about  3^ 
to  each  family. 


family. 


Comprising  577   persons,    or   about 
^ffftoeach  family. 


With  234  children,  or  about   i^  to 
each  family. 


After  the  above  report  was  written  and  ready  to  be  submitted  to 
you,  we  received  instructions  from  you  to  visit  several  additional 
houses.  We  have  done  so,  and  present  the  results  in  the  following 
addendum  to  the  original  report.  We  have  found  no  reason  to 
change  any  of  the  views  heretofore  expressed,  and  would  only  call 
attention  to  the  remarkable  corroboration  which  these  later  visits 
furnish  of  the  statistics  and  conclusions  hereinbefore  given  : 


419  East  Thirteenth  street.                 1 

i 

Including  195  persons,  0 

436    *' 

<( 

each  family. 

446     " 

<c 

1 

422     "     Tenth 

t( 

.  * 

642  Fifth  street. 

•i 

122  Third     •' 

•| 

222       "        " 

0 

With    66    children,   or 

84  Sheriff   " 

" 

family. 

1 1    to  each 
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403  East  Houston  street. 
109  Broome                " 
152  Attorney              ** 

Including  228  person 
to  each  family. 

171  Allen 

"o.i ' 

192  Eldridge               ** 
14  Avenue  C. 

,rl 

With  95  children,  0 
eich  family. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  figures  show  as  plainly  as  t 
comparative  infertility  of  tobacco-workers.  One  family 
which  there  were  seven  children.  This  being  so  n 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  the  family  history  was  1 
was  ascertained  that  the  parents  had  only  worked  at  cig 
four  years,  having  previously  been  farmers,  and  ha^ 
greater  portion  of  their  numerous  progeny  while  engage 
occupation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATH'L  B.  EMERSON,  1 
Assistant  Sanitary 

ROGER  S.  TRACY,  M.  D 
Sanitary  Inspector, 


REPORT   OF   INVESTIGATIONS 


PATHOGENY    OF    DIPHTHERIA, 


CONDUCTED   BY 


EDWARD  CURTIS,  M.  D.  AND  THOMAS  E.  SATTERTHWAITE,  M.  D. 


New  York,  February  ii,  1877. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of 
investigations  made  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  passed  November  24,  1874,  as  follows : 

'*  Resolved^  That  Dr.  Edward  Curtis  be  requested,  with  the  con- 
currence and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  to 
investigate  the  causes  and  nature  of  diphtheria  by  means  of  micro- 
pathological  examinations  and  otherwise.*' 

At  my  request  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Satterthwaite  was  associated  with 
me  in  the  investigation,  and  the  experiments  made  were  conducted 
by  us  jointly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CURTIS,  M.  D., 

Honorary  Microscopist  to  the  Board. 


42 


I '  1 ' :  r 


(     > 

I 

I    ; 


658 


PART  I.— GENKRAL  REPORT, 

By  the  broad  instructions  to  investigate  the  "causes and  nature  of  diphtheria,*^ 
that  we  were  desired  to  work  at  some  point  in  the  pathogenesis  of  the  disease,  n 
was  important  and  at  the  same  time  seemingly  within  the  means  of  laboratory 
tion.-  Accordingly  we  took  for  our  subject  the  question  which  has  akeady  attra 
attention  from  its  supposed  solution  in  Germany,  viz :  what  is  the  nature  of 
principle  of  diphtheria^  and  what  are  the  circumstances  that  determine  the  it 

Considering  it  already  sufficiently  proven  that  the  false  membrane  of  diphtfa 
communicate  the  disease,  we  made  our  search  for  the  infectious  principle  in  this  i 
first  point  was  to  know  the  morphological  elements  of  the  membrane.  Conce 
these  there  has  never  been  any  doubt  ;  fibrin,  epithelial  cells,  leucocytes  and  gi 
being  easily  recognizable.  These  elements  we  found  in  varying  proportion  i 
sixteen^  membranes  examined  by  us,  and  in  three*  there  was  also  the  myceliun 
of  the  same  also  the  spores  of  a  fungus,  apparently  an  aspergillus  or  penicUi 
important  point  was  to  determine  the  presence  or  absence  in  the  membranes  of 
these  organisms  have  been  alleged  to  be  not  only  always  present,  but  also  to  coi 
noxious  element.  Accordingly  we  searched  our  membranes  with  special  care  for 
the  following  result :  Small  rod-bacteria,  precisely  similar  in  form  and  size  to  the 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  healthy  mouth,  we  found  almost  always  present,  th< 
variable  quantities,  scattered  throughout  the  tissue  of  the  false  membrane.  Bes 
forms  there  also  occurred  in  many,  though  not  in  all,  of  our  membranes,  distinc 
closely  packed  bacteria,  apparently  either  firmly  glued  together  or  else  encase 
invisible  envelope.  For  these  collections,  or  "balls*' or  "nests,"  could  b 
rolled  about  and  subjected  to  heavy  pressure  by  pressing  upon  the  cover  of  the 
slide,  without  losing  their  form  or  coherence.  Similar  balls  or  masses  have  b 
seen  by  us  in  non-diphtheritic  matter  infested  with  bacteria.  On  treating  memi 
ing  these  balls  with  an  alkali,  the  balls  disappear  as  such,  and  the  field  becomes 
short  rod-bacteria.  From  this  fact  it  is  likely  that  these  balls  are  not,  as  the 
.first  suggests,  wholly  collections  oi  spherical  bacteria,  but  that  much  of  their  co; 
is  the  ordinary  rod-form  of  bacteria,  which  here  looks  spherical  simply  because  t 
are  closely  packed  side  by  side  with  their  ends  presented  to  view.  The  same  illui 
spheres  is  commonly  met  with  wherever,  as  upon  the  papillae  of  the  healthy  ton 
teria  are  closely  massed  together.  In  addition,  free  spherical  granules  presentir 
characteristics  of  bacateria  were  often  met  with,  but  rarely  except  in  company 
rods  and  the  balls  of  massed  bacteria  already  described.  Upon  these  granules 
various  chemical  and  coloring  tests  for  bacteria  proposed  by  Hiller,  Letzcrich 
but  we  found  the  tests  so  unreliable  that  we  dared  not  base  conclusions  upon  thi 
Inasmuch  furthermore  as  the  granules  in  question  were  almost  always  associated 
takablc  bacteria,  and  were  in  no  wise  different  in  appearance  from  the  similar  gi 
commonly  in  all  bacteria-infested  matter,  whether  diphtheritic  or  not,  we  did  not 


1  Several  specimens  were  examined  which  do  not  appear  in  Part  II.,  because  no  use  was  xna 
experimen  tation . 

ta  Cases  VI.,  XL,  and  XIII.     See  Part  II.,  pp.  677,  689,  690. 
3  Case  XI. 
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importance  to  the  determining  whether  or  not  the  granules  were  themselves  bacteria.  When- 
ever, therefore,  it  may  be  remark^  in  passing,  statements  are  made  in  this  report  about 
bacteria,  either  rods  or  balls  of  massed  bacteria — both  definitely  recognizable  by  the  micro- 
scope— are  always  meant. 

So  far  then  as  regards  the  presence  of  bacteria  in  our  diphtheritic  membranes,  we  found 
abundant  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  form  described  by  other  observers,  but  these  forms 
were  in  no  wise  different  in  optical  or  chemical  behavior  from  the  bacteria  found  in  putrescent 
but  non-diphtheritic  animal  matters. 

The  morphological  elements  being  thus  determined,  and  being  found  to  present  nothing  sui 
generis  in  form,  we  proceeded  to  our  proposed  experimentation,  which  was  to  inoculate  living 
animals  with  diphtheritic  membrane  under  varying  conditions.  The  idea  was  that  if,  as 
alleged,  *  inoculation  will  produce  diphtheria  in  the  inoculated  animal,  then,  by  varying  the 
conditions,  the  nature  of  the  poisonous  principle  and  the  determining  circumstances  of  mfection 
might  be  discovered.  The  animal  chosen  for  experimentation  was  the  rabbit,  partly  because 
we  had  not  the  facilities  for  dealing  with  larger  or  more  troublesome  animals,  and  partly 
because  some  German  investigations,  with  which  it  was  desirable  that  ours  might  be  compared, 
were  also  conducted  upon  rabbits. 

T!ie  first  point  was  to  determine,  as  a  basis  for  comparison,  the  effect  upon  the  rabbit  of 
simple  inoculation  of  fresh  diphtheritic  membrane.  Following  Eberth,*  we  first  tried  inocu- 
lating the  cornea.  This  was  done  by  pricking  and  scratching  the  cornea  with  a  needle,  then 
rubbing  into  the  abrasions  a  bit  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  and  finally  holding  the  lids  shut  for 
a  few  minutes  with  the  piece  of  membrane  inside.  According  to  Eberth*  this  proceeding 
begets  an  extensive  diphtheritic  keratitis  with  constitutional  symptoms  and  even  termination 
in  death.  In  our  hands,  however,  nothing  resulted  but  small  local  spots  of  inflammation  at  the 
site  of  each  puncture,  which  appeared  the  day  after  infection,  and  speedily  subsiding,  left  the 
eye  well  by  the  fourth  or  sixth  day.  No  severe  constitutional  symptoms  appeared,  and  none 
of  the  animals  died  except  one  whose  thigh  was  also  inoculated.  These  inoculations  were  tried 
with  four*  different  diphtheritic  specimens.  In  three^  of  these  it  is  an  open  question  if  the 
material  inoculated  was  active,  but  in  the  third"  case  there  is  no  such  doubt,  for  the  same 
membrane,  which  was  thus  almost  wholly  innocent  upon  six  cornea?,  produced  extensive 
lesions  and  proved  fatal  in  forty-five  hours  when  inoculated  into  the  muscular  tissue  of  the 
thigh. '  On  account  of  these  failures  we  abandoned  trying  the  cornea,  and  in  all  subsequent 
inoculations  resorted  to  the  muscular  or  subcutaneous  connective  tissue.  Where  the  material 
to  be  inoculated  was  solid,  as  with  bits  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  it  was  inserted  into  the 
muscular  tissue  either  of  the  fore  or  hind  leg,  by  the  following  method :  A  snip  is  made 
through  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  connective  tissue  an  inch  or  more  distant  from  the  intended 
site  of  inoculation  in  the  muscle;  then  the  skin  is  drawn  along  till  the  hole  exposes  the  muscle, 
when  a  cut  is  made  into  the  lattier  tissue,  and  the  inoculating  material  pushed  mto  the  wound. 
The  skin  being  then  let  go,  resumes  its  natural  position,  and  the  inoculated  substance  is 
retained  in  place  without  the  need  of  a  suture.  Where  the  inoculating  material  was  fluid  it 
was  simply  injected  subcutaneously  by  an  ordinary  hypodermic  syringe.     Thirty-eight  rabbits 


•  Ocrid,  Ebcrth  and  others. 

2  Zur  Kenntniss  der  Baeteritischen  Mykosen.     C.  J.  Ebcrth,  I^ipsig,  1873. 

3  Op.  cit. 

*  Cases  1.,  II.,  III.,  IV.     See  Part  II.,  pp.  671,  672,  673,  675. 
s  Cases  I.,  II.,  and  IV. 

«  Case  III. 

'  Experiment  8.    See  Part  II.,  p.  674. 
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were  thus  inoculated  with  pure  diphtheritic  membrane  from  twelve  different  specii 
these  animals  twenty-seven  were  inoculated  with  bits  of  solid  membrane,  the 
pieces  varying  with  the  amount  of  material  on  hand,  but  varying  from  one-sixtccj 
fourth  inch  square.  The  other  eleven  animals  were  injected  with  aqueous  infusion 
branc,  made  by  cutting  the  latter  up  fine,  thoroughly  triturating  it  with  cold  wat 
injecting  the  turbid  infusion  after  the  larger  pieces  of  membrane  had  settled.  Ol 
tions  with  solid  matter  all  but  three*  were  double,  that  is,  were  made  upon  both 
legs  of  the  animal,  hind  or  fore,  as  the  case  might  be.  Of  the  infusion  injections 
were  similarity  double.  Of  the  thirty-eight  animals  inoculated,  four*  showed  no 
ever,  local  or  constitutional.  Of  these,  three*  had  been  inoculated  with  the  1 
Case  IV.. "  which  was  a  soft,  glutinous  material,  made  up  of  leucocytes  and  gra 
imbedded  in  mucus.  It  had  formed  in  the  nose  of  a  three-year-old  child  on  the  st 
day  of  an  acute  nasal  catarrh,  and  had  become  detached  a  day  or  two  later,  the 
ing  without  any  alarming  symptom.  Both  the  appearance  of  the  membrane  am 
of  the  case  thus  made  it  doubtful  if  the  disease  in  this  instance  were  really  dip 
the  other  animals,  inoculated,  thirty-four  in  number,  developed  local  lesions  at 
sites  -generally  both — of  varying  degrees  of  intensity.  The  great  majority  also 
stitutional  symptoms,  and  twenty-two  died.  One  death,'  however,  is  doubtful, 
was  found  half  out  of  his  cage,  wedged  between  the  bars,  and  may  have  injured 
this  case  is  fairly  oflset  by  a  doubtful  recovery, "  where  the  local  lesion  was  bodil 
the  fifth  day,  and  the  animal  slowly  recovered,  whereas,  four*  other  rabbits  in 
the  same  membrane  and  left  untouched,  all  died.  Of  the  twenty-one  genuine 
took  place  between  the  first  and  second  day  after  inoculation,  thirty  hours  af 
earliest  period — six**  between  the  second  and  third  day,  one  each  on  the  third 
sixth,**  fourteenth,**  nineteenth,**  and  twenty-first,*'  two  on  twenty-third,** 
on  the  thirty-first**  and  thirty-eighth"*  days. 

Our  results  thus  confirmed  those  of  other  investigators,  namely — that  the  m 
theritic  membranes  inoculated  into  the  muscular  tissue  of  rabbits  proves  poisonc 
majority  of  cases  fatal  But  it  still  remained  to  be  detennined  whether,  as  all^e 
produced,  be  actually  diphtheria.  To  decide  the  question  the  first  step  obviously 
pare  the  rabbit-disease  produced  by  these  inoculations  with  diphtheria  as  it  c 
human  subject.  A  study  of  our  cases  showed  that  the  inoculation  disease,  the 
greatly  in  severity,  course  and  results  in  different  instances,  yet  was  always  the  i 
as  follows :  At  varying  periods  after  the  inoculation  a  lump  appears  under  the 
inoculated  spot.  On  cutting  down  upon  it,  a  yellowish  white  mass  is  exposed  pre 
the  wound  in  the  muscle  into  the  connective  tissue  in  the  line  of  communication 
origfinal  skin  and  muscle -openings.  When  first  formed,  this  mass  is  homogene< 
consistence,  and  when  examined  microscopically  is  seen  to  consist  of  the  loose  sub 
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connective  tissue  densely  infiltrated  with  leucocytes,  and  also  with  greater  or  less  numbers  of 
bacteria  according  as  the  original  inoculated  material  was  rich  or  poor  in  these  elements. 
Around  this  patch  or  lump  of  infiltrated  connective  tissue  there  will  be  found  more  or  less 
evidence  of  an  irritant  action.  In  the  severest  cases  there  will  be  intense  hyperaemia  of  all 
the  circumjacent  parts,  ecchymotic  spots  and  extensive  serous  infiltration.  In  the  animals 
that  die  early,  these  lesions  are  especially  prominent,  and  in  some  cases  death  occurs  before  a 
lump  has  lime  to  form  at  all.  *  But  in  cases  not  speedily  fatal,  the  symptoms  of  great  irrita- 
tion are  generally  wanting,  and  the  lump  produced  by  formation  of  leucocytes  develops  slowly 
and  apparently  without  any  affection  of  the  general  health  of  the  animal.  In  such  case  there 
■will  be  but  comparatively  few  bacteria  to  be  found  in  the  lump.  The  course  of  the  disease 
in  these  cases  follows  two  types.  Either  the  lump,  generally  of  small  size,  slowly  disappears 
by  absorption,  leaving  nothing  but  a  cord  of  thickened  connective  tissue,  or  the  material  of 
the  lump  softens  by  fatty  degeneration  ;  the  skin  gives  way,  and  a  running  sore  is  established 
with  more  or  less  burrowing  of  pus  into  the  adjoining  tissues.  When  the  latter  course  develops 
itself,  the  animal  frequently  becomes  emaciated ;  its  fur  unclean  and  mangy  ;  it  refuses  food, 
and  finally  dies  after  a  greater  or  less  period,  often  extending  over  several  weeks,  with  all  the 
signs  of  general  exhaustion.  In  cases  where  running  sores  and  extensive  burrowings  of  pus 
take  place,  the  matter  commonly  becomes  offensive  and  swarms  with  bacteria.  In  all  types 
of  the  disease,  there  is  a  notable  absence  of  lesions  of  any  distant  part.  No  exudations  appear 
either  uport  any  of  the  mucous  membranes  or  upon  any  wounds  which  may  be  present,  and 
there  is  no  constant  or  even  frequent  lesion  of  any  organ.  In  many  cases  we  examined  the 
blood,  post-mortem,  for  bacteria,  and  while  these  bodies  were  found  m  about  half  the  cases 
examined,  their  presence  did  not  seem  specially  related  to  the  presence  of  bacteria  in  the 
local  lesion,  nor  did  they  occur  more  frequently  than  in  the  blood  of  non-inoculated  animals, 
dead  an  equal  length  of  time. 

In  the  above  described  disease  we  failed  to  see  anything  specifically  resembling  diphtheria 
as  it  occurs  in  the  human  subject.  The  whole  story  seemed  to  be  one  of  local  irritant  poi- 
soning, which  always  tended  towards  the  production  of  an  abscess  at  the  site  of  inoculation, 
with  greater  or  less  concomitant  hyperaemia,  ecchymoses,  and  serous  infiltration  of  neigh- 
boring tissues,  according  to  the  degree  of  virulence  of  the  inoculated  poison.  According, 
also,  to  the  severity  of  the  primary  lesions,  the  animals  would  die  or  survive  the  immediate 
effects ;  aiid  according  to  the  secondary  history  of  the  mass  infiltrated  with  leucocytes — 
according,  namely,  as  the  mass  was  re-absorbed  or  softened  and  ulcerated — the  animal  sur- 
vived unaffected,  or  slowly  wasted  away  and  died  of  exhaustion.  But  it  might,  not  without 
reason,  be  argued  that  a  rabbit  is  a  widely  different  animal  from  a  man,  and  that  a  disease 
induced  by  subcutaneous  inoculation  might  naturally  differ  in  its  manifestations  from  the  same, 
occurring  idiopathically ;  hence,  that  the  described  affection  of  rabbits  might  still  be  true 
diphtheria,  although  wanting  in  the  specific  characteristics  of  that  disease  as  seen  in  the  human 
subject.  To  determine  this  point  we  proceeded  to  try  if  effects  similar  to  the  foregoing  would 
follow  the  inoculation  of  a  material  resemblmg  diphtheritic  membrane  in  its  anatomical  and 
chemical  character,  but  yet  not  only  not  diphtheritic,  but  even  incapable  of  producing  any 
noxious  effect  under  circumstances  where  diphtheritic  membrane  often  proves  highly  infectious. 
Such  a  material  presented  itself  in  the  scrapings  from  the  upper  surface  of  a  somewhat 
**^  furred'''*  tongue  from  a  healthy  person.  .  These  scrapings,  while  obviously  not  infectious 
when  brought  in   contact  with  the  pharyngeal  mucous  membrane,  yet  contain  anatomical 
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elements  of  similar  character,  and  in  similar  vital  condition,  to  those  of  the  diphther 
brane.     They  also  swarm  with  countless  bacteria. 

Such  scrapings,  inodorous  when  fresh,  acquire  a  peculiarly  offensive  foetli  < 
within  a  few  hours.  Inoculations  with  this  pulpy  material  were  then  made  in  the  i 
with  the  following  results :  Three  animals  were  inoculated  with  the  matter  freshly 
Of  these,  one*  died  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  day  with  a  lump  in  each  thigh,  in  ; 
similar  to  that  produced  by  the  diphtheritic  inoculation.  One'  died  on  the  fourteent 
similar  lumps,  which  had  softened  and  ulcerated  ;  and  the  third^  on  the  twenty-fiftl 
widely  extended  burrowings  of  pus  and  secondary  peritonitis.  Four  other  rat: 
inoculated  with  tongue-scrapings  twenty-four  hours  old  and  fcetid.  Of  these, 
developed  a  large  lump  of  the  usual  character  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  was  th 
entire  for  study,  and  the  animal  survived  with  no  further  lesion.  The  other  tli 
were  let  alone ;  all  developed  the  usual  lesions,  and  all  died  on  respectively  the  1 
teenth,"  and  twenty-fifth*  days.  A  third  series^**  of  two  rabbits  were  inoculat 
mixerl  scrapings  of  five  successive  mornings,  which  was  exceedingly  offensive  ic 
One* '  dietl  on  the  sixth  day  with  the  usual  lumps,  but  as  this  was  a  young  animal  1 
some  of  which  died  without  having  been  experimented  on  at  all,  it  is  an  op>cn  quest 
or  not  the  death  in  this  case  was  due  to  the  inoculation.  In  the  other  rabbit**  1 
oped,  which  ulcerated  and  discharged  foul  matter.  The  animal  suffered  also  ii 
health,  but  ultimately  recovered. 

These  series  of  experiments  thus  developed  the  important  fact  that  certain  non- 
and  non-infectious  matters  will,  when  inoculated  ufx^n  the  rabbit,  produce  a  dis< 
similar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  the  disease  caused  by  the  inoculation  of  diphtheritic 
and  one,  also,  equally  fatal  in  its  effects.  But  inasmuch  as  tongue-scrapings  are 
suspicion  of  containing  some  peculiar  poison  derived  from  the  animal  body,  we  de 
experiment  with  a  substance  which  should  be  free  from  such  objection,  while  still 
diphtheritic  membrane  and  tongue-scrapings  in  the  matter  of  being  putrescent  an 
with  bacteria.  We  accordingly  chose  CohfCs  fluid,  which  had  passed  into  a  stat< 
position.  This  fluid  is  simply  a  solution  in  distilled  water  of  ammonium  tartrate, 
phosphate,  and  magnesium  sulphate,  to  which  also  a  little  calcium  phosphate  i 
Upon  exposure  in  a  warm  place,  bacteria  api^ear  in  this  fluid  in  great  numbers,  anc 
salts  present  new  compounds  are  formed  of  a  strongly  putrid  smell.  Inoculations 
with  this  putrescent  material,  as  follows:  Two  animals  **  were  inoculated  in  the 
with  the  pulpy  sediment  forming  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  and  obtained  by  st 
fluid.  Both  developed  the  usual  purulent  lumps,  but  with  little  attendant  irritat 
stitutional  disturbance.  In  both,  the  lumps  gradually  disappeared  by  absorption  an 
and  the  animals  survived.  Four  rabbits*  *  were  inoculated  by  hypwlermic  inject  ic 
lower  stratum  of  liquid  in  another  sample  of  the  decomposed  fluid.  Lump»s 
formed  at  the  site  of  each  injection ;  one  animal  died  on  the  tenth  day,  the  other 
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vived.  Four*  rabbits  were  injected  hypodermically  with  the  upper  stratum  of  liquid  in  still 
another  sample.  Lumps  again  appeared  at  each  inoculated  spot,  but  they  were  small,  and  all 
the  animals  survived.  The  same  procedure  in  four*  other  rabbits  with  a  fourth  sample  of 
fluid  produced  like  effects  in  three  of  the  animals,  but  in  the  fourth  no  lumps  discoverable  by 
feeling  the  spot,  could  be  found.  Fourteen  animals  in  all  were  thus  moculated  with  the  putrid 
Cohn  fluid.  Thirteen  of  them  developed  lesions  identical  in  appearance  with  the  character- 
istic lesions  from  inoculations  with  diphtheritic  membranes  and  tongue-scrapings,  but  the 
oollateral  effects  were  not  so  severe,  and  only  one  animal'  died  from  the  effects  of  the  inocu- 
lation. In  short,  then,  putrid  Cohn's  fluid,  inoculated  upon  the  rabbit,  poisons  aftef  the 
same  manner  as  diphtheritic  membrane,  though  not  to  the  same  measure. 

It  would  seem  therefore  that  the  disease  produced  in  the  rabbit  by  inoculations  of  diph- 
theritic matter,  is  not  only  not  specifically  diphtheritic  in  character,  but  not  even  peculiar  to 
the  diphtheritic  infection  ;  since  a  disease  essentially  similar,  if  it  be  not  pathologically 
identical,  is  produceable,  though  m  variable  intensity,  by  inoculations  of  material  at  once 
non-diphtheritic  and  non-infectious  to  human  mucous-membrane  ;  and  even,  it  maybe,  not  of 
animal  origin.  This  fact  l)eing  apparently  established,  the  important  corollary  follows,  that 
pathological  and  pathogenetic  conclusions  drawn  from  the  effects  of  diphtheritic  inoculations 
of  the  rabbit,  do  not  of  necessity  apply  to  the  disease  diphtheria  as  it  appears  in  the  human 
subject.  The  many  current  hypotheses  in  the  premises  therefore,  which  rest  upon  such  animal 
experimentation,  are  built  upon  a  quicksand. 

This  conclusion  being  accepted,  it  was  plain  that  to  attempt  to  elaborate  the  pathology  of 
the  diphtheritic  process,  by  study  of  the  rabbit's  inoculation-disease,  would  be  a  waste  of 
time,  and  all  thoughts  of  the  same  were  accordingly  abandoned.  But  though  the  inoculation- 
disease  is  not  necessarily,  nor  even  probably,  diphtheria,  yet  it  is  possible,  and  indeed 
probable,  that  the  poisonous  element  in  the  diphtheritic  membrane,  which  will  produce  diph- 
theritic infection  in  man,  is  the  same  kind  of  thing  as  that  which  produces  the  inoculation- 
disease  in  the  rabbit.  Hence,,  it  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  useful  research  to  try  to  discover  the 
nature  of  the  infecting  principle,  whether  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  tongue-scrapings,  or 
Cohn's  fluid,  which  produces  the  inoculation-disease. 

It  was,  in  the  first  place,  conceivable,  though  not  likely,  that  the  disease  in  question 
might  be  due  simply  to  mechanical  irritation.  To  decide  this  point,  we  sought  an  inoculating 
material  which  should  combine  physical  roughness  with  freedom  from  poisonous  property. 
These  qualities  being  obviously  present  in  sattd^  we  inoculated  two  rabbits*  with  dry  sand, 
after  the  usual  method,  and  two  others*  with  a  pulp  made  of  sand  mixed  with  Liebig's 
meat-extract.  Not  the  slightest  symptom,  local  or  constitutional,  followed  in  any  of  the 
cases.  At  various  subsequent  dates,  the  tissues  in  the  track  of  the  original  wound  in  the 
various  animals  were  exposed  and  examined.  The  grains  of  sand  were  found  scattered  in 
the  connective  tissue ;  this  tissue  was  slightly  thickened,  but  there  was  no  trace  of  suppura- 
tion or  other  sign  of  irritation.  It  was  seemingly  evident  therefore,  as  expected,  that  the 
cause  of  the  inoculation-disease  is  other  than  mere  mechanical  irritation.  The  next  point  to 
lie  determined  was,  whether  the  poisonous  principle  is  in  solution  in  the  fluid  of  the  inoculating 
materials,  or  whether  it  resides  in  the  solid  elements  of  the  same.  For  this  inquiry,  aqueous 
infusions  of  the  infecting  matters  were  filtered,  and  comparisons  made  of  the  effects  of  inocu- 
lation of  the  filtered  and  unfiltered  fluids.     Filtrations  were  made  through  various  thicknesses 
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of  ordinary  filtering  paper,  and  also  through  porous  clay.  The  experimcDts  w 
filtered  fluids  were  as  follows:  An  infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane*  was  made  z 
through  a  double  paper-filter.*  The  filtrate,  which  was  clear  and  odorless,  v: 
hypodermically  into  three  rabbits."  All  survived,  two  without  even  any  local  le$ic 
third  with  a  large  lump  of  the  usual  character,  containing  living  bacteria.,  upon 
None  of  the  animals  seemed  to  suffer  in  general  health.  At  the  same  time  lb 
infusion  was  injected  into  three  other  rabbits,*  and  all  of  them  died  before  the 
third  day  with  severe  lesions.  With  another  sample  of  membrane,*  one  rabbit* 
latttl  with  the  filtereil  infusion,  and  one^  with  the  original  solid  membrane, 
escaped  with  scarcely  any  effect,  local  or  general,  the  latter  died  in  forty-five 
extensive  and  severe  lesions.  An  infusion  of  a  third  membrane'"  was  allowed  tc 
ten  days,  and  was  then  filtered  through  a  single  paper  filter.  The  filtrate  cont 
bacteria,  and  retained  the  putrid  odor  ;  but  it  produced  no  effect  at  all  upon  ii 
two  rabbits.*  The  unfiltered  fluid  was  also  injected  into  two  rabbits, **>  but  pr 
slight  lesions.  One  of  these  animals  died  the  day  after  the  inoculation,  but  it 
from  its  cage  and  was  found  dead  on  the  floor,  and  it  is  altogether  probable  tha 
caused  by  the  fall.  \  filtered  infusion  of  still  another  membrane^  *  was  injected 
animal,^*  but  since  in  this  case  the  original  membrane,  up>on  inoculation,  prove* 
innocuous,  this  experiment  is  to  be  disregarded. 

As  may  be  at  once  seen,  the  general  result  of  the  above  inoculations  was, 
filtration  tended  to  diminish  the  poisonous  virulence  of  the  infusions.  But  the 
were  not  thorough,  for  the  filtration  was  insufficient  to  entirely  remove  certain 
constituents  (bacteria)  from  the  infusions.  The  difticulty  was  that,  from  the  sxm 
of  diphtheritic  membrane  at  our  di>posal,  we  could  never  obtain  a  large  enough  bi 
infusion  to  permit  of  repeated  paper-filtration,  such  as  alone  would  separate,  witfc 
thoroughness,  all  the  solid  elements  of  the  infusion.  We  were  force<l  therefore 
other  infectious  infusions,  where  the  retjuisite  bulk  of  fluid  could  be  had  to  test 
thoroughly.  We  accordingly  took  putrid  Cohn-fluid  and  fikered  it  as  follows 
being  usetl  at  each  successive  filtration  :  Twice  through  single  filters  of  ordinary  gr 
paper  ;  twice  through  double  filters  of  the  same ;  once  throu^  a  triple,  and  one 
quadruple  filter ;  and  finally,  thrice  through  quadruple  filters  of  fine,  white  hltt 
The  final  filtrate,  instead  of  the  milky  appearance  of  the  original  fluid,  was  but  fi 
escent,  and,  what  was  interesting  and  suggestive,  had  entirely  lost  the  strong  puti 
the  non-filiered  fluid.  Under  the  microscope  (one-tenth  inch  immersion  objective  c 
the  fluid  appeared  perfectly  clear,  except  that  about  half  a  dozen  small  bacteria  ^ 
found  in  each  microscopic  field.  This  filtrate  was  then  injected  into  four  rabbits,  *  * 
rabbits  at  the  same  time  receiving  injections  of  the  unfiltered  fluid.  *  *  The  latter  t 
develoj^  the  usual  lumps  at  each  site  of  injection,  but  all  those  injected  with 
remained  absolutely  unaffected.  No  lumps  whatever  could  be  felt  upon  the  thi 
period  ;  and,  to  make  sure,  the  skin  over  one  thigh  was  snipped  on  the  fourteen!  1 
through  the  **  window  "  thus  made,  the  whole  subcutaneous  territory  was  thoroughly 
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Not  the  slightest  lesion  was  to  be  found  ;  it  could  not  have  been  told  that  the  region  had 
been  inoculated  at  all.  Here,  then,  we  seemed  to  have  positive  proof,  so  far  as  the  experi- 
ments went,  that  thorough  paper  filtration  would  remove  entirely  the  infectious  element  of 
the  putrid  Cohn-fluid.  But  here  the  following  possible  source  of  error  was  acutely  pointed 
out  by  a  friend.  ^  During  the  very  numerous  filtrations  above  described,  the  fluid,  falling 
slowly  from  the  funnel  drop  by  drop,  had  been  submitted  to  a  very  thorough  aeration  as  well 
as  filtration ;  and,  since  it  was  conceivable  that  the  infectious  element  might  be  a  volatile 
chemical  compound,  it  might  be  that  in  the  exi3eriment  the  innocuousness  of  the  filtrate 
resulted  from  dissipation  of  a  volatile  principle  by  the  aeration,  instead  of  separation  of  a 
solid  element  by  the  filtration.  To  determine  this  point,  a  funnel  was  plugged  with  a  rubber 
stopper  pierced  with  a  small  hole,  through  which  fluid  could  pass  only  slowly  and  drop  by 
drop.  Some  putrid  Cohn-fluid  was  then  passed  through  this  funnel  as  many  times  as  the 
nnmber  of  filtrations  of  the  sample  used  in  the  last -described  experiment.  This  aerated  but 
unfiUered  fluid  was  then  injected  into  four  rabbits,*  four  other  rabbits'  being  at  the  same  time 
injected  with  the  original  fluid  fresh  from  the  bottle.  Lumps  were  produced  at  each  site  of 
injection  in  the  rabbits  treated  with  the  aerated  fluid,  exactly  as  in  those  injected  with  the  non- 
aerated.  This  test  experiment  thus  removed  the  possible  flaw  in  the  evidence  obtained  by  the 
filtration  injections,  and  left  no  doubt  that  by  the  separation  of  the  solid  elements  of  infectious 
infusions  by  thorough  filtrations,  the  infectious  principle  tends  to  be  removed.  Further 
corroboration  was  aflbrded  by  experiments  with  a  putrid  infusion  of  calfs  liver.  Injections 
of  the  unfiltered  infusion*  produced  lumps  as  usual,  but  the  fluid,  when  filtered,*  even  through 
a  single  filter,  failed  to  produce  any  eflect. 

Simultaneously  with  the  above  described  experiments  with  paper-filtrates,  injections  were 
practiced  with  some  infusions  filtered  through  porous  clay.  To  obtain  such  filtrates,  a  porous 
clay  battery-cylinder  was  made  use  of.  A.  piece  of  wide  rubber  tubing,  connected  with  an 
exhausting  syringe,  was  slipped  over  the  closed  end  of  the  cylinder,  and  by  exhausting  the  air 
in  the  tubing,  a  little  of  any  fluid  in  the  clay  cylinder  would  be  drawn  through  the  bottom  of 
the  same,  of  course  suffering  very  perfect  filtration  in  the  passage.  Infusions  of  three  separate 
diphtheritic  membranes,  •  a  sample  of  putrid  Cohn  fluid  and  the  infusion  of  calfs  liver,  already 
mentioned,  were  severally  thus  filtered.  In  all  cases  the  filtrate  was  perfectly  clear,  entirely 
free  from  odor,  and,  examined  microscopically  with  a  i-io-inch  object-glass,  apparently 
totally  devoid  of  all  solid  elements  of  any  kind.  The  three  filtered  diphtheritic  infusions  were 
severally  injected  into  three,'  two,*  and  again  two*  rabbits,  the  filtered  Cohn  fluid* <*  and  liver 
infusion**  each  into  a  single  rabbit.  Not  the  slightest  sign  of  a  local  lesion  or  of  any  consti- 
tutional  disturbance  followed  any  of  these  injections,  while  in  all  cases  the  unfiltered  infusions 
were  found  upon  injection  to  be  more  or  less  virulent. 

These  various  experiments  thus  seemed  to  demonstrate  beyond  reasonable  doubt  that  the 
infectious  elemsnt  in  diphtheritic  membrane,  putrid  Cohn  fluid,  and  the  like,  is  separable  by 
filtration  Irom  an  aqueous  infusion.  And  when  the  filtration  is  thorough,  as  by  means  of  the 
clay  filter,  the  removal  of  all  noxious  principles  from  the  infusion  is  apparently  absolute. 
From  this  fact  the  inference  may  be  fairly  drawn  that  the  infectious  principle  or  prmciples  is 
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resident  in  some  solid  element  or  elements  of  the  gross  material,    and  cannot  be 
therefrom  to  any  recognizable  extent  by  the  action  of  cold  water. 

This  l>eing  assumed  to  be  true,  the  next  important  point  for  diflferentiation  see 
to  determine  if  the* noxious  principle  be  specially  connected  with  the  bacteria  fo 
infectious  materials,  and  if  it  be  co-extensive  with  the  number  and  with  the  deg 
activity  of  these  organisms.  The  great  practical  importance  of  the  question  th 
obvious.  For  if,  as  has  already  been  claimed,*  the  poison  reside-^  wholly  in  ihcs< 
and  infection  of  the  human  system  with  diphtheria  occurs  only  by  bodily  entram 
bacteria  into  the  blood,  the  whole  current  of  preventive  treatment  will  be  turned 
means  for  either  destroying  the  vitality  of  such  poison-bearing  bacteria,  or  to  ] 
passage  through  the  tissue  of  the  mucous  membranes  into  the  blood-vessels.  ] 
this  question  by  experimentation  it  was  plain  that  a  roundabout  method  must  be  atd 
the  direct  plan  of  bodily  separation  of  the  bacteria  from  the  other  solid  elements 
tious  material  was  obviously  impossible.  Hence  the  procedure  that  seemed  to  us 
ising,  was  to  treat  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  membrane  in  such  manner  as  to  destr 
possible  the  vital  activity  of  the  contained  bacteria,  without  otherwise  affecting 
of  the  membrane,  and  then  observe  the  comparative  effects  of  inoculation  of  the 
treated  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  original  pure  membrane  on  the  other.  For 
the  projected  treatment,  the  obvious  procedure  of  boiling  the  material  was  deem 
for,  though  by  this  means  the  bacteria  would  doubtless  be  killed,  yet  at  the  same  ' 
minous  matter  would  be  permanently  altered  by  coagulation.  Failure  to  infect, 
of  boiled  mitter,  might  therefore  with  e(|ual  likelihood  be  assigned  to  the  coagu 
albuminous  chemical  poison,  as  to  the  killing  of  an  assumed  infecting  living  orgai 
similar  reason,  in  resorting  to  the  only  other  possible  procedure,  namely,  impi 
material  with  some  agent  fatal  to  bacterial  life,  all  substances  chemically  dis^organizi 
matters  were  debarred  from  use.  For  an  obvious  reason  furthermore  it  was  nece 
agent  used  should,  itself,  when  inoculated,  be  practically  free  from  all  poisonous  a 
tant  effect.  From  all  these  considerations  it  seemed  to  us  likely  that  the  necessa 
would  be  best  fulftlleil  by  impregnating^  the  infectious  matter  with  Sa/u-y/ic  actJ, 
seem  to  have  in  this  substance  one  at  once  non-poisonous,  slightly  irritant  only,  ^ 
chemical  action  on  animal  products  as  could  be  expected,  and  yet  with  very  grc 
arrest  more  or  less  permanently  the  vital  activity  of  bacteria  and  allied  orgi 
accordingly  determinetl  to  use  this  substance  for  the  purjwse  described.  But  inai 
the  time  of  instituting  these  experiments  now  nearly  two  years  ago),  much  less 
than  now  of  the  properties  of  salicylic  acid  in  its  relation  to  living  forms  and  sul 
deemed  an  investigation  into  these  properties  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  prop 
lation  experiments.  We  accordingly  instituted  two  sets  of  experiments,  one  to  d< 
effect  of  salicylic  acid  upon  the  life  and  health  of  the  rabbit,  and  the  other  to  test 
degree  of  its  power  over  the  vital  activity  of  bacteria.  For  the  former  purpose  w) 
a  paste  of  salicylic  acid  and  water  into  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  thighs  of  three 
the  usual  manner.  No  effect  whatever  followetl,  either  constitutional  or  local,  es 
ited  disintegration  of  the  tissue  impregnated  with  the  acid.»  But  even  here  th< 
reaction  in  the  surrounding  tissues,  nor  the  slightest  appearance  of  hyperaemia  or 
of  leucocytes.  Next,  to  test  more  thoroughly  the  possible  poisonous  effect  of  th< 
absorption,  we  injected  hypodermically  salicylic  acid  dissolved  in  an  aqueous  soluti 
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phosphate.  *  A  litter  of  young  rabbits  weighing  i  ^  pounds  apiece  was  used  in  the  experi- 
mentation, and  setting  aside  a  death  where  the  hypodermic  needle  accidentally  pierced  the 
liver,  the  ressult  was  that  the  animals  which  received  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  grains,  respectively, 
of  salicylic  acid,  survived,  but  one  which  received  twenty-four  grains  died  in  about  twenty 
minutes.  But  in  order  to  dissolve  the  twenty- four  grain  dose  of  the  acid,  seventy-two  grains  of 
sodic  phosphate  and  nearly  three  fluid  drachms  of  water  were  required,  and  to  administer  this 
bulk  of  fluid  ten  separate  injections,  of  a  syringeful  each,  had  to  be  practiced  one  after  the 
other  at  different  points  upon  the  back  and  belly  of  the  animal.  Conceiving  therefore  that 
thedeath  after  administration  of  this  dose  might  be  due,  not  to  the  salicylic  acid,  but  either  to 
the  sodic  salt  or  the  physical  violence  of  the  repeated  injections,  the  operation  was  repeated 
on  another  animal  with  a  simple  sodic  solution,  containing  no  salicylic  acid  ;*  death  followed 
as  in  the  former  instance.  From  all  these  facts  therefore  there  seemed  no  further  question 
that  in  the  comparatively  small  quantities  in  which  it  was  intended  to  be  used,  salicylic  acid 
nas  practically  harmless  to  the  rabbit.  To  test  next  the  power  of  the  acid  over  the  vital 
activity  of  bacteria,  test-tubes  containing  various  putrefiable  solutions  were  charged  with  grad- 
uated percentages  of  salicylic  acid,  set  aside  in  a  warm  place  and  watched  for  the  first  l^egin- 
ning  of  turbidity,  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  always  a  sign  of  beginning  bacterial  develop- 
ment. The  results  were  as  follows :  In  the  first  series  of  experiments  Cohn*s  fluid  was 
used,*  and  it  was  found  that  when  the  charge  of  salicylic  acid  was  less  than  i  part  to  2,500  or 
3»000,  the  solution  became  turbid  almost  as  fast  as  plain  Cohn*s  fluid,  to  which  none  of  the 
acid  had  been  added,  namely,  in  three  or  four  days.  Where  the  charge  was  from  i  to  2, coo 
or  3,000  (the  results  varying  slightly  with  different  samples  of  the  salicylic  acid),  clouding  was 
postponed  for  several  days  later,  and  charges  of  i  to  1,500  and  upward  kept  the  fluid  perfectly 
dear  during  the  twelve  days  that  the  observation  of  this  series  lasted.  In  another  series  human 
urine  which  had  been  boiled  and  filtered  was  used,*  with  the  result  that  a  charge  of  i  to  2, 500 
was  necessary  to  effect  any  postponement  of  the  normal  period  of  beginning  turbidity,  and 
that  a  charge  of  i  to  1,000  was  the  lowest  that  kept  the  urine  clear  during  the  eight  days  of 
the  observation.  In  another  series  where  the  observation  was  more  prolonged  a  weak  meat 
decoction  already  inoculated  with  living  bacteria  was  employed.  *  This  was  made  by  first 
preparing  the  graduated  solutions  of  salicylic  acid  in  distilled  water  (the  solution  being  effected 
by  addition  of  a  little  sodic  phosphate),  and  then  inoculating  a  fluid  drachm  of  each  solution 
with  a  single  large  drop  of  a  strong  decoction  of  meat  in  which  bacteria  were  already  swarm- 
ing. The  results  were  as  follows :  Test-tubes  charged  respectively  with  i  part  of  salicylic 
acid  to  100  and  250  remained  clear  during  the  whole  seventy-eight  days  of  observation.  Those 
containing  i  to  500  and  750  were  clear  on  the  twenty-eighth  day,  but  were  found  cloudy  when 
next  examined  on  the  seventy- fourth  day.  A  charge  of  i  to  i.ooo  postponed  the  clouding 
twenty-eight  days,  but  charges  of  i  to  2,500  and  less  had  scarcely  any  influence.  The  gen- 
eral results  of  these  experiments  then  was  that  even  in  practically  minute  proportion  the 
addition  of  salicylic  acid  to  putrefiable  solutions  prevents  and  suspends  bacterial  development. 
These  various  experiments  thus  seem  to  show  that  in  salicylic  acid  we  had  an  available 
material  for  our  present  purpose,  namely,  a  substance  practically  harmless  to  the  rabbit,  of 
little  chemical  action  upon  animal  matter,  yet  of  great  power  to  suspend  or  prevent  the  vital 
activity  of  bacteria.  We  accordingly  proceeded  to  institute  comparative  observations 
between  inoculations  of  pure  diphtheritic  membrane  and  tongue-scrapings  on  the  one  hand, 
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and  on  the  other,  of  the  same  substances  thoroughly  triturated  before  inoca 
salicylic  acid.  The  experiments  were  as  follows :  In  one  case,  ^  fourteen  grain 
diphtheritic  membrane  was  first  triturated  with  fourteen  minims  of  water  con 
per  cent  of  salicylic  acid,  and  six  per  cent,  of  sodic  phosphate  in  solution.  Next 
of  solid  salicylic  acid  was  added,  and  the  whole  thoroughly  triturated  in  a  mortar 
hour.  The  pulpy  mass  thus  formed  was  then  inoculated  m  the  usoial  way  upon  ih 
All  develoj^ed  the  usual  lumps  at  the  point  of  inoculation,  but  the  lesions  were  n< 
and  the  general  health  of  tlie  animal  did  not  seem  to  suffer.  One  animal  was 
killed  a  month  after  the  inoculation,  but  the  other  two  sur\ived.  The  sanw 
without  the  addition  of  salicylic  acid  was  also  inoculated  upon  two*  rabbits 
experiment.  One  of  these  animals  was  found  dead  on  the  second  day,  and  the 
third,  but  in  the  latter  case,  the  animal  was  found  partly  out  of  the  cage,  betw( 
and  the  death  may  have  been  caused  by  injur)'.  In  both  there  was  diffuse  inflan 
the  usual  pasty  infiltration  at  the  sites  of  the  inoculation,  but  the  ic^sions  were  noi 
another  case,  *  a  piece  of  a  different  specimen  of  diphtheritic  membrane  was 
salicylic  acid  in  the  same  way  as  the  foregoing,  and  inoculated  up>on  three  ral 
animal  was  found  dead  on  the  fourth  day,  and  examination  showred  the  usual  f 
tions,  although  there  was  not  much  circumjacent  inflammation.  The  second 
fifteenth  day,  much  emaciated,  with  large  lumps  of  the  usual  character,  and  abou 
degree  of  inflammation  of  surrounding  paits.  The  third  animal  surv-ived,  but  al 
large  lumps  whidi  ulcerated  and  discharged  a  white  creamy  matter,  almost  de\'c 
The  same  membrane,  pure,  was  inoculated  upon  three  rabbits*  for  comparison 
developed  lumps  which  ulcerated  and  discharged  offensive  matter.  Two  si 
becoming  somewhat  thin  and  mangy,  but  subsequently  recovering  ;  and  the  third 
twenty-third  day,  much  emaciated,  and  with  abscesses  at  the  sites  of  inoculation, 
experiments  with  tongue-scrapings  were  as  follows:  Six  grains  weight  of  pu 
scrapings  from  a  furred  tongue,  three  hours  after  removal,  was  rubbed  thoroug 
grain  of  salicylic  acid,  and  inoculated  upon  three  rabbits. '  The  first  animal  j 
the  sixth  day  an  extremely  emaciated  and  dull  appearance,  and  had  thick  lumps  in 
These  were  pricked  and  the  matter  examined  for  bacteria,  but  only  a  few  mot 
forms  could  be  found.  The  animal  died  the  next  day.  Rabbit  No.  2  died  on  t 
day,  and  post-mortem  examination  showed  an  extensive  patch  of  yellow  mate 
inoculation  site,  with,  however,  no  signs  of  circumjacent  irritation.  No  living  I 
but  very  few  motionless  ones  were  to  be  found  in  the  matter  composing  the  px< 
third  rabbit  survived,  and  never  lost  his  fine  general  condition,  but  large  lumps, 
one  side  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  formed  at  the  inoculated  spots.  The  mattei 
these  was  examined  on  the  seventh  and  again  on  the  twenty-fifth  day,  but  no  ba 
be  found  on  either  occasion.  These  experiments  were  repeated  with  another  ; 
tongue-scrapings,  as  follows  :  Some  of  the  mixed  scrapings  of  five  successive  mono 
furreil  tongue  was  treated  with  salicylic  acid  solution,  and  then  with  the  solid  aci 
were  the  diphtheritic  membranes  in  the  experiments  with  the  same  last  describ 
was  an  interesting  and  suggestive  obser\'ation  that,  whereas  the  mixed  scrapings 
treatment  had,  from   their  staleness,  a  horribly  offensive  odor,  all  smell  disappear 
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salicylic  acid  was  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  mass.  Six  rabbits^  were  now  inoculated 
with  the  acid-treated  mixture.  All  developed  lumps,  but  not  very  large  ;  two  died,  one  on 
the  twelfth,  and  one  on  the  nineteenth  day,  the  other  four  survived.  Some  of  the  same  scrap- 
ings, not  treated  with  the  salicylic  acid,  was  inoculated  into  two  other  rabbits.*  Both 
animab  were  affected  about  as  those  last  described,  and  one  died  on  the  sixth  day  ;  but  as  this 
was  a  young  rabbit,  and  others  of  the  same  litter  died  about  the  same  time  without  having 
been  experimented  on  at  all,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  present  death  were  due  to  the  effects  of  the 
inoculation. 

Reviewing,  now,  these  experiments  with  material  treated  with  salicylic  acid,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  original  matters,  both  the  specimens  of  diphtheritic  membrane  and  of  tongue- 
scrapings — varied  a  good  deal  in  virulence,  but  that  such  poisonous  property  as  they  had,  was 
scarcely  affected  by  the  thorough  trituration  with  the  acid.  The  only  obvious  effect  of  the 
salicylic  acid  treatment  seemed  to  be  to  prevent  to  a  certain  extent  the  matter  composing  the 
lumps  from  becoming  offensive,  and  to  prevent  much  multiplication  of  bacteria  in  the  same. 

Although  not  bearing  directly  upon  the  matter  imder  investigation,  yet  it  seemed 
to  us  important  to  know  if  other  and  specific  animal  infectious  matter  would  be  equally 
onaflected  by  admixture  with  salicylic  acid.  Accordingly  it  occurred  to  us  to  mix  vaccine 
lymph  with  a  solution  of  salicylic  acid,  and  then  see  if  after  such  treatment  the  lymph  would 
preserve  its  activity.  In  pursuance  of  this  idea  we  requested  Dr.  Frank  P.  Foster  to  allow 
some  bovine  vaccinations  to  be  made  at  his  establishment  after  the  manner  indicated.  He 
kindly  consented,  and  vaccinations  were  accordingly  made  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Cushman  and  Mr. 
H.  Lawrence,  under  direction  of  one  of  us  (T.  £.  S. ),  as  follows :  Salicylic  acid  was  dissolved 
in  water  by  the  help  of  sodic  phosphate,  two  solutions  being  made,  one  containing  the  acid 
in  the  proportion  of  i  to  250,  and  one  in  the  proportion  of  i  to  500.  All  being  ready  for  the 
vaccination,  some  of  the  lymph  to  be  used  was  mixed  with  each  of  these  solutions,  measure 
for  measure,  and  the  mixture  allowed  to  stand  for  one  minute  before  inoculation.  Then 
both  the  pure  lymph  and  the  mixtures  were  inoculated  upon  the  same  animal.  •  The  result 
was  that  the  admixture  of  the  salicylic  acid  had  not  the  slightest  effect  upon  the  virulence  of 
the  lymph,  just  as  perfect  pocks  forming  where  the  mixtures  had  been  inoculated  as  where  the 
pure  lymph  had  been  used.  These  experiments  then,  so  far  as  they  went,  were  in  harmony 
with  those  preceding. 

So  far,  now,  as  regards  the  inoculations  on  the  rabbit  of  the  salicylic- treated  diphtheritic 
membrane  and  tongue-scrapings,  we  have  the  fact  that  an  admixture  of  the  acid  in  over- 
whelming quantity  (overwhelming  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  power  to  suspend  the  vital 
activity  of  bacteria),  was  yet  almost  powerless  to  affect  the  poisonous  property  of  the  matter 
subjected  to  treatment.  Hence  the  important  conclusion  suggests  itself  that  this  same  quality 
of  infectiousness  in  the  diphtheritic  membrane  and  tongue-scrapings  must  be  independent  of 
the  vital  condition  of  the  bacteria  present  in  the  matter. 

In  this  connection  it  becomes  an  interesting  question  to  review  the  histories  of  the  cases 
from  which  the  membranes  used  for  inoculation  were  ilrawn,  and  see  what  relation  appears 
between  facts  connected  with  the  disease  in  the  human  subject  and  the  disease  produced  in  the 
inoculated  animals.  In  this  analysis,  cases  I.  and  II.  must  be  disregarded,  because  no  inocu- 
lations were  made  with  the  material  derived  from  them  upon  the  muscle  of  the  rabbit,  and  there 
is,  therefore,  no  means  of  rating  the  comparative  virulence  of  such  material  with  the  mem- 
branes from  the  other  cases  which  were  all  used  for  muscle-inoculations.     Taking,  then,  the 


1  Experiments  85-90.     Part  II.,  pp.  698,  699.  3  Experiments  83,  84.     Part  II.,  p.  698. 

«  Experiment  138.     Part  II,,  p.  710. 
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Other  twelve  cases,  and  studying  the  results  of  inoculation  of  the  solid  membrane  < 
aqueous  infusion  of  the  same  in  the  thighs  of  rabbits,  the  membranes  may  l»e  rale 
in  order  of  inoculable  virulence,  beginning  with  the  most  active  :  V.,  X.,  VIII., '. 
VI.,  VII.,  XL,  IX.,  XIV..  XII.,  IV. 

Studying,  now,  the  cases  in  this  order  the  following  points  become  manifest : 
no  relation  between  inoculable  virulence  of  a  membrane  and  the  tifne  after  detc 
has  elapsed  before  the  material  is  used  for  inoculation.  For,  of  the  two  membr 
the  list  for  virulence,  one  (case  V. )  was  used  on  the  very  day  of  detachment,  a 
(case  X.)  not  until  three  days  old  and  already  beginning  to  putrefy.  On  the  01 
membrane  that  proved  the  least  virulent  of  all  (case  IV.)  was  usee!  the  day  after 
and  among  the  feebly  virulent  (case  XIV.)  the  membrane  was  three  days  old. 
no  relation  between  inoculable  virulence  of  a  membane  and  the  qidantity  of  bai 
in  the  same.  For,  bacteria  were  a1)undant  among  both  the  most  and  least  \i 
membranes,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  membrane  third  on  the  list  for  virulence 
contained  very  few  bacteria.  III.  There  is  a  rough  relation  bettuc^n  inocu/able 
the  part  of  the  membrane  and  the  sez-erity  of  the  original  d.seast:  in  the  hum< 
far  as  this  can  be  estimated  by  the  issue  of  t/ie  case  in  death  or  recoi'ery,  Fc 
cases  in  the  order  of  inoculable  virulence  of  the  membranes  as  given  above,  the 
of  the  cases  in  death  or  recovery  read  thus:  Death^  recoi'ery^  deaths  deaths  det 
deaths  deathy  unknown,  reco7>ery^  recozery,  recovery. 

Besides  the  foregoing  work,  we  had  proposed  for  ourselves  many  other  exp 
observations,  notably  the  making  of  careful  post-mortem  examinations  on  human 
of  diphtheria,  and  the  sanitary  inspection  of  houses  where  many  cases  of  the  disease 
Whenever  opportunity  offered  we  followed  out  our  intentions  in  these  r^anls,  b 
period  covered  by  the  investigations  these  opportunities,  in  spite  of  our  best  efl 
few,  that  the  desultory  observations  made  are  not  numerous  enough  to  gen< 
Other  laboratory  experiments  were  also  planned  and  begun.  These  looked  to  t 
of  infectious  matters  by  various  chemical  and  physical  agents,  with  a  view  of  det< 
nature  of  the  poisonous  principle  by  observing  how  the  infectious  quality  might  b 
such  treatment.  But  the  investigations  had  to  be  brought  to  a  close  before  eno 
later  ex|^riments  had  been  made  to  draw  conclusions  from. 

The  results  of  our  investigations  may  therefore  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 


I.  Inoculation  of  diphtheritic  membrane  into  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  rabl 
severe  local  lesions,  and  even  constitutional  disturbance  and  death.  But  these  eflf 
in  their  pathology  ahd  clinical  history  from  diphtheria  in  the  human  subject,  that 
warrant  for  defining  them  as  diphtheria,  or  for  applying  conclusions  drawn  from 
of  this  inoculation -disease  in  the  rabbit  to  the  case  of  diphtheria  in  man. 

II.  Effects  exactly  similar  to  the  foregoing  and  of  equal  severity  can  moreover 
by  inoculation  of  a  material  not  only  non-diphtheritic,  but  non- infectious  to  the  1 
ject  under  conditions  where  diphtheritic  membrane  is  infectious,  /. /.,  when  b 
contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  The  material  refei 
pulpy  scraping  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  healthy  human  tongue. 

III.  Effects  generally  similar  to  the  foregoing,  though  not  of  equal  intensity, 
more  be  produced  by  inoculation  of  a  putrescent  matter  which  is  not  even,  ol 
animal  origin,  namely  Cohn's  fluid,  allowed  to  spontaneously  decompose.     (Col: 
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simply  an  aqueous  solution  of  amnionic  tartrate,  potassic  and  calcic  phosphates  and  magnesic 
sulphate. ) 

IV.  The  foregoing  inoculation  effects  are  not  due  to  simple  mechanical  irritation,  for 
inoculations  of  sand  produce  no  effect  whatever. 

V.  Thorough  filtration  of  a  proven  virulent  aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane 
or  of  putrid  Cohn*s  fluid  removes  the  infectious  property  of  the  same.  Hence  in  such  diph- 
theritic infusion  the  poisonous  quality  probably  inheres  in  some  particulate  thing,  from  which 
it  b  not  separable  by  the  action  of  cold  water. 

VI.  Thorough  trituration  of  proven  virulent  diphtheritic  membrane  and  tongue- scrapings 
with  a  high  percentage  of  salicylic  acid  fails  not  only  to  remove,  but  even  markedly  to  modify, 
the  intensity  of  the  infectious  quality  of  those  substances.  Hence,  since  salicylic  acid  m  even 
a  minute  percentage  is  capable  of  permanently  suspending  the  vital  activity  of  bacteria,  the 
inference  is  that  the  infectious  quality  of  diphtheritic  membrane  upon  the  system  of  the  rabbit 
is  not  correlated  to  the  vital  activity  of  the  bacteria  present  in  such  membrane. 

VII.  If  as  is  not  improbable,  the  noxious  principle  in  diphtheritic  membrane  which  pro- 
duces m  rabbits  the  effects  described,  be  the  same  with  or  even  analogous  to  the  principle 
which  produces  diphtheria  in  man  by  direct  infection,  then  the  conclusion  of  VI.  will  apply 
to  the  infectious  quality  of  such  membrane  in  its  relation  to  the  reproduction  of  diphtheria  in 
the  human  subject.  If  this  be  the  case,  it  follows  as  an  important  practical  corollary  that 
tJkire  is  no  theoretical  ground  for  assuming  that  preventing  the  bacteria  of  a  Tliphtheritic 
patch  from  making  their  way  through  the  underlying  mucous  membrane  will,  per  se, 
prevent  general  diphtheritic  infection  of  the  system, 

VIII.  There  is  no  relation  between  inoculable  virulence  of  a  diphtheritic  membrane  and 
the  period,  within  three  days,  that  has  elapsed  between  the  detachment  of  the  membrane  and 
the  inoculation  with  the  same,  nor  between  inoculable  virulence  and  gross  amount  of  bacteria 
present  in  the  membrane. 

IX.  There  is  a  rough  relation  between  inoculable  virulence  of  a  diphtheritic  membrane 
and  the  severity  of  the  original  case  of  diphtheria,  so  far  as  this  can  be  estimated  by  the  termi- 
nation of  the  case  in  death  or  recovery. 

But  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  these  nine  propositions  are  not  put  forth  as 
proven^  but  merely  as  the  results  of  our  experiments  and  observations  so  far  as  the  latter  go, 
stated  in  abstract  form.  Before  the  propositions  can  be  considered  proved  as  truths,  a  large 
number  of  corroborative  experiments  will  have  to  be  made. 


PART  II.— RECORD  OF  EXPERIMENTS. 

I.— INOCULATIONS    WITH    DIPHTHERITIC    MATTER. 

Case    I. 

March  29,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Harw^ood  Wakeman  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  membrane, 
wrapped  in  damp  cotton,  and  this  encased  in  rubber  tissue.  Accompanying  was  the  following 
memorandum  :   "  Fresh  at  4  P.  M.  ;   has  been  pretty  well  soaked  with  an  application  to  the 
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throat  of  the  child  of  diluted  muriatic  acid  ;  child  four  years  old  ;  sixth  day  since' 
ance  of  membrane. "  Not  stated  whether  removed  from  living  throat  or  post-mc 
specimen,  on  soaking  a  bit  in  glycerine,  and  examining  microscopically,  showc 
infiltration  with  minute  punctate  bodies  over  the  surface,  and,  imbedded  in  th 
spheroid  collections  entirely  composed  of  such  bodies  closely  packed  (nests  or  balls 
Twenty-four  hours  after  removal  the  following  inoculations  were  made,  the  a 
young  rabbits  of  the  same  litter. 

a.  Inoculation  of  cornea  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  i  : 

March  29,  1875.  I^ig^t  cornea  of  a  rabbit  pricked  and  scratched  in  many 
clean  needle,  and  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  membrane  thoroughly  mbl 
wounds.  Piece  finally  left  in  cul  de  sac  of  upper  lid.  Left  eye  simila 
but  no  inoculation  made. 

March  30.  Left  eye,  punctures  healing,  without  irritation.  Right  eye,  1* 
catarrhal  secretion,  forming  thick  crusts  on  the  outside.  On  opening  1 
puncture  cloudy  and  elevated.  General  catarrhal  conjunctivitis,  but  1 
of  the  conjunctiva  nor  appearance  of  a  diphtheritic  patch. 

March  31.  Left  eye,  punctures  healing.  Right  eye,  catarrhal  secretion  I 
points  of  infiltration  at  punctures  are  perhaps  slightly  more  distinc 
general  corneal  haziness  in  that  neighborhood.     Animal  feeds  well,  and 

April  I.     All  the  morbid  symptoms  subsiding. 

b.  Inoculation  of  cornea  with  aqueous  infusion  of  fmmSr-am, 
Experiment  2 : 

March  29,  1875.  A  small  piece  of  membrane  was  thoroughly  triturated  with 
water,  and  steeped  in  the  same  for  half  an  hour.  Both  comeae  of  a  rah 
inoculated  with  the  infusion  in  the  manner  described  above. 

March  30.  Right  eye,  punctures  apparently  healing,  without  irritation. 
points  of  puncture  cloudy  ;  general  conjunctivitis,  but  less  than  in  Expe 

March  31.     Right  eye  healing.     Left  eye,  general  improvement. 

c.   Inoculation  of  cornea  with  aqueous  infusion  of  membrane^  boi/eti 
Experiment  3  : 

March  29,  1875.  A  little  of  the  foregoing  infusion  was  boiled  in  a  te>t  t 
minutes,  and  then  allowed  to  cool.  Both  comeae  of  a  rabbit  were  ino 
the  same,  when  cold. 

March  3a     Both  eyes  healing,  without  irritation. 

March  31.     Both  eyes  nearly  well. 

Case  IL 

April  4,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  J.  Lewis  Smith  the  trachea,  bronchi,  spleen 
of  a  child  supposed  to  have  died  of  diphtheria  twenty-four  hours  previous    The  tis 
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well  preserved  and  had  no  bad  smell  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi 
was  reddened,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  membrane.  The  child  from  whom  the  speci- 
mens were  taken  had  a  moderate  inflammation  of  the  glands  of  the  neck.  On  the  third  day 
there  was  a  catarrhal  discharge  from  the  nostrils,  and  an  epistaxis.  A  trace  of  albumen 
appeared  in  the  urine,  and  the  child  died  on  the  sixth  day. 


a.  Inoculation  of  cornea  and  conjunctiva  with  reddened  mucous  membrane  of  trachea, 
Experiment  4 : 

April  4,  1875.  Inoculated  right  cornea  of  a  rabbit,  with  the  scrapings  of  the 
reddened  trachea ;  in  left  eye,  a  piece  of  the  conjimctiva  was  snipped  out,  and  a 
piece  of  the  mucous  membrane  inserted  in  the  wound. 

April  5.  Right  eye,  hardly  any  reaction.  Left  eye,  considerable  conjunctival  injflamma- 
tion. 

April  6.  Right  eye  almost  well ;  left  eye,  conjunctivitis  diminishing,  but  the  piece  of 
mucous  membrane  is  still  in  situ,  and  appears  to  be  firmly  imbedded  in  the  con- 
junctiva.    No  constitutional  disturbance. 

April  7.  Right  eye  well ;  left  eye,  conjunctivitis  subsiding ;  piece  still  in  situ ;  rabbit 
doing  well 

b.     Inoculation  of  cornea  with  kidney-tissue. 
Experiment  5 : 

.  April  4,  1875.     Right  cornea  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  a  piece  of  the  kidney. 
April  5.     A  good  deal  of  keratitis. 

April  6.  Keratitis  increased.  Rabbit  does  not  feed  as  well  as  usual.  The  keratitis  is 
limited  to  a  small  area,  X  ^Y  J^  va^^  and  the  cornea  is  quite  opaque. 

April  7.  Rabbit  eating  better.  Corneal  redness  diminishing,  opacity  as  before.  Removed 
with  forceps  as  much  matter  as  could  be  gotten  off  the  cornea,  some  of  the 
epithelium  coming  off  with  it.  There  was  a  slight  layer  of  fibrine  on  the  surface, 
and  the  epithelial  cells  contained  numbers  of  brownish  granules. 

April  8.  No  increase  in  inflammation.  Conjunctivitis  and  keratitis  subsiding.  Opacity 
as  before.     Rabbit*s  condition  good. 

April  10.     Rabbit  well. 

Case  III. 

April  13,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Horace  T.  Hanks  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  membrane  of 
soft  consistence  and  grayish  yellow  color,  taken  from  the  tonsils  of  a  girl  four  years  old.  About 
April  I,  patient  was  taken  with  loss  of  appetite  and  high  fever.  April  4,  she  was  first  seen  by 
Dr.  H.  and  a  membrane  was  then  observed  on  the  tonsils — later  it  appeared  in  the  nares.  It 
became  detached  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  disease,  but  symptoms  of  blood  poisoning  set  in  and 
the  child  died  on  the  seventeenth  day.  There  had  been  no  obstruction  of  the  larynx  or 
paraly>is.  • 
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a.     Inoculation  of  cornea  -ioith  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  6 : 

April  1 3,  1S75.     Both  corneae  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  i»-ith  the  pure  diphthe 

April  14.     Slight  keratitis  and  conjunct iWt is  only. 

April  15.     Eyes  improving. 

April  17.     Eyes  nearly  welL 

Experiment  7  : 

April  13,  1S75.     Same  procedure  as  foregoing. 
April  14,  15,  17.     Results  same  a>  in  forgoing. 

b.     Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  8 : 

April  13,  1875.  Muscular  tissueof  both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculate>l  wii 
membrane.  (For  method  of  these  and  all  subsequent  inoculations  b 
tissue,  see  ante.  Part  I. ) 

April  14.     No  reaction  of  any  moment. 

April  15.  Died  about  forty-five  hours  after  the  inoculation.  Autopi 
hours  later :  Serous  infiltration  of  the  subcutaneous  connective 
thighs  as  far  back  as  the  lumbar  \-ertebr.v :  isolated  patches  of  thi 
abdomen  as  high  as  the  foreshouldcr.  Right  thigh:  Both  the 
muscular  substance  of  the  entire  thigh  closely  stippled  with  small  c 
vertical  section  through  inoculation  site,  find  a  grayish-white  patcl: 
sL^e  to  the  original  inoculated  material ;  this,  under  the  microscope 
composed  of  cellular  bodies  undergviing  fatty  degeneration,  mu 
matter  and  a  few  bacteria.  Around  the  muscle  wound  the  tissue 
and  ecchymo>ed,  and  there  was  much  serum  in  the  intermuscular  < 
The  mu5cle->ubstance  adjoming  the  wound  when  comparevl  with 
inoculated  rabbit  that  died  at  about  the  same  time  was  found  in  1 
both  were  undergoing  post-mortem  changes ;  the  striae  were  ^till  \ 
a  few  bacteria  were  found  in  both  cases,  but  most  numerous  in  the 
non-inoculated  animal.  Consl lerable  infiltration  of  the  muscular 
oil-drops  became  apparent  after  three  hours  soaking  in  glycerine, 
in  the  left  thigh  were  in  all  respects  similar  to  those  in  the  right, 
from  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  containeil  a  few  small  rod-! 
fewer  tlian  the  bloo*.!  of  the  non-inoculate<l  rabbit  already  mentii>i 
contained  small  echinococcus  cysts.  The  kidneys  were  careful] 
bacteria,  fresh,  and  after  soaking  pieces  in  caustic  potassa.  No  bac 
nor  any  appearances  ditTorent  from  what  obtained  in  the  kidney  oj 
late* I  rabbit. 

c.     hu\ulation  of  ccrma  'i'ith  ajuecus  infusion  of  diphtheritu-  mc 

Experiment  9 : 

April  13,  1S75.  Both  cornejeof  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  with  an  aqueoi 
membrane. 


April  14.     No  result  of  any  consequence. 
April  15.     Same  condition. 
April  17.     Nearly  well. 

^^      Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  7vith  boiled  aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic  memhane, 

Jkslxpenment  10 : 

April  13,  1875.     Similar  procedure  to  foregoing  with   the   infusion   after  1  wiling  and 

cooling. 
April  14,  15,  16.     Results  as  in  foregoing. 

e.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  filtered  aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic 

membrane. 
Experiment  11  : 

April   13,  1875.     Thigh  of  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  unboiled  infusion  after  filtering 

through  one  thickness  of  filtering  paper. 
April  14,  15,  and  17.     Results  as  in  foregoing. 

Case  IV. 

April  14,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Horace  T.  Hanks  another  piece  of  membrane  taken 
the  night  before  from  the  nares  of  a  girl  three  years  old.  The  child  was  taken  with  an  acute 
nasal  catarrh,  and  on  the  second  or  third  day  this  membrane  formed  in  the  nares.  It  became 
detached  a  day  or  two  later  and  the  child  recovered  in  a  week  without  having  had  any  alarm- 
ing symptoms.  The  specimen  was  not  firm  and  tough  like  genuine  diphtheritic  membrane,  but 
soft  and  glutinous.  Under  the  microscope  it  was  seen  to  be  compK>sed  of  leucocytes  and  gran- 
ular matter  held  together  by  tough  mucus. 

a.   Inoculation  of  cornea  and  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 

Experiment  12  : 

April  14,  1875.  Both  corneae  and  one  thigh  of  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  with  the  pure 
membrane.     No  obvious  effect  was  produced. 

Experiment  13 : 

April  14,  1875.     Same  procedure  and  same  result  as  foregoing. 

b.  Inoculation  of  cornea  and  muscular  tissue  with  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane. 

Experiment  14 : 

April  14,  1875.  Both  corneae  and  one  thigh  of  a  rabbit  were  inoculated  with  an  aqueous 
infusion  made  by  triturating  in  one  fluid  ounce  of  water  a  piece  of  the  membrane 
about  l^-inch  square.     No  recognizable  effect  followed. 
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c.   Inoculation  of  cornea  and  muscular  tissue  -with  aqueous  tn/usi^n  of  1 

Experiment  15 : 

April  14,  1S75.     Both  corneae  and  one  thigh  were  inoculated  mith  the  iore^ 
after  it  had  been  boiled  for  three  minutes.     No  recognizable  effect  foSkfi 


d.  Inoculation  of  cornea  and  muscular  tissue  with  aqueous  infusion  ef  t 

Experiment  16: 

April  14.  1S75.  Both  comeae  and  one  thigh  were  inoculated  with  the  infiu 
after  filtration  through  a  single  thickness  of  filtering  paper.  Death  for 
later.  Autopsy  :  Small  whitish  ^x>t  in  the  muscular  substance  at  tb 
thigh  inoculation ;  striae  obliterated  in  the  circumjacent  muscular  fibres,  a 
rows  of  fat  globules  developed.  After  soaking  the  fibres  in  10  per  < 
potassa  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  sarcous  matter  and  £at  globules  botl 
appeared.  Nothing  abnormal  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  hoc 
entirely  healed.  (N  B. — This  animal  was  one  of  a  litter  of  young  rabfa 
which,  not  subjected  to  experimentation,  died  at  about  the  same  time.) 

Case  V. 

April  23,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  George  W.  Rachel  a  piece  of  diphtberiti 
removed  the  same  day,  and  wrapped  in  moist  rag  and  enveloped  in  rubber  tissue 
was  that  of  a  boy  three  and  a  half  years  old,  whom  Dr.  Rachel  first  saw  on  the 
his  illness.  The  fauces  and  nasal  cavity  were  then  almost  whoUy'covered  by  a  me 
the  urine  was  albuminous.  Difficulty  of  breathing  began  on  the  seventh  day  ai 
till  death,  which  took  place  foar  days  later.  The  patient  became  finally  comat 
temperature  reached  as  high  a  figure  as  106.25.'  Others  in  the  same  family  wi 
by  the  disease,  and  there  were  other  cases  still  in  the  neighborhood.  The  specin 
brane  as  received  was  apparently  in  excellent  preservation  ;  it  contained  bacteria. 

a.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  17: 

April  23,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  membram 

April  25.     Dead  forty-five  hours  after  inoculation.     Autopsy,  — Left  thigh  : 

closed,  but  attached  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  skin  at  this  point  was  a  s 

ish  mass  about   the  size  of  a  No.  8  binl-shot.     .\t  the  point  of  inocub 

muscle  was  a  yellowish  mass  spread  out  beneath  the  muscle  sheath.     T1 

tissue  itself  was  mottled  red  and  white,  but  there  was  no  extensive   ir 

change  in  the  adjacent  parts.     Right  thigh:  Skin  wound  closed.     Ovei 

hinder  half  of  the  back  and  belly  the  subcutaneous  tissue  was  infiltrated 

and  unnaturately  adherent  to  the  skin  and  sheaths  of  the  muscles^     The 

their  sheaths  were  stippled  with  numerous  ecchymoses.    Track  between  1 

muscle-wounds  was  filled  with  a  yello>%-ish  pasty  material     This,  undei 

scope,  was  found  to  consist  of  the  elements  of  connective  tissue  stuffed  *»  il 

with  a  little  granular  matter.     No  recognizable  bacteria.     The  same  i 

the  right  thigh  was  essentially  similar  in  composition.     Blood  firom  the  rij 

contained  numbers  of  rod  shaped  bacteria.     Trachea  showed  post-mort< 

tion,  but  no  signs  of  a  membrane.     Kidneys  normal ;  no  signs  of  bactc 
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Experiment  i8: 


April  23f  1875.  Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  the  foregoing 
experiment. 

April  25.  Death  between  thirty  and  forty  hours  after  inoculation.  Autopsy, — Left  thigh  : 
Skin  wound  closed.  At  point  of  inoculation  was  a  yellowish  white  mass,  partly  upon 
the  surface  of  the  muscle,  and  partly  infiltrating  the  substance  of  the  same,  the 
overlying  tissues  adherent  to  one  another  and  to  the  skin.  The  muscle  itself,  at  the 
point  of  inoculation,  was  not  much  affected,  but  further  away  it  was  spotted  with 
ecchymoses,  and  there  was  a  large  ecchymosis,  one-half  inch  in  diameter,  on  the 
back.  Right  thigh  :  Appearances  generally  similar,  but  less  inflammation  in  the 
connective  tissue,  though  more  in  the  muscular.  Blood  from  the  right  heart  full 
of  rod-bacteria.  and  the  corpuscles  much  changed.  Many  of  them  had  become 
adherent,  forming  irregular  masses.  Kidneys  not  congested.  Trachea  :  Unnatur- 
ally red,  but  no  membrane  had  formed.  Microscopically,  the  yellow  material 
from  the  sites  of  inoculation  consisted  of  connective  tissue  stuffed  with  leucocytes  and 
granular  matter. 

Experiment  19: ' 

April  23,  1875.  Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  the  two  foregoing 
experiments. 

April  25.  Dead  between  thirty  and  forty  hours  after  inoculation.  Autopsy :  Skin-wounds 
closed  on  both  sides.  Subcutaneous  connective  tissue  of  thighs  much  thickened, 
and  of  a  mottled  yellow,  red  and  white  color.  Small  collections  of  yellow  material 
at  points  of  inoculation,  and  the  adjacent  muscular  tissue  much  reddened.  Appear- 
ances generally  similar  to  those  in  Experiment  17. 


Case  VI. 

May  2,  1875,  received  again  from  Dr.  George  W.  Rachel  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  mem- 
brane. The  patient  was  a  girl,  two  years  old,  sister  to  the  patient  of  Case  V.  She  was 
taken  with  vomiting,  fever,  and  drowsiness,  and  on  the  following  day,  membrane  formed  upon 
the  left  tonsil  and  pharyngeal  wall.  It  was  detached  the  same  day  by  forceps.  No  albumen 
in  the  urine,  larynx  not  obstructed,  recovery  after  four  days'  illness.  The  specimen  was  sev- 
eral days  old  when  received.  It  was  found  to  be  made  up  of  a  meshwork  of  the  mycelium  of 
a  fungus  stuffed  with  masses  or  "balls"  of  closely-packed  bacteria,  comparatively  few  leuco- 
cytes, a  little  fibrin,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  large  fat  globules.  After  treatment  with 
an  alkali,  the  balls  of  seemingly  spherical  bacteria  disappeared,  and  the  field  became  crowded 
with  rod-forms,  free. 

tf.  Inoculation  0/  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  20 : 

May  2,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 

May  3.     Animal  apparently  well  in  the  morning,  but  towards  evening  became  languid 
and  refused  food. 
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May  4.  Found  dead.  Autopsy^  at  least  fifteen  hours  after  death  :  No  exi 
lesions  on  either  side.  The  piece  of  inoculated  membrane  had  disb 
leucocytes  were  undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  and  the  compressed  t 
had  disappeared,  giving  place  to  a  general  infiltration  of  free  rod-bac 
little  disturbance  in  the  muscular  tissue  at  the  point  of  inoculation.  BU 
an  abundance  of  rod-bacteria  and  granular  matter,  the  latter  dissoU-ing 
of  caustic  potassa  solution.  Kidneys  contained  bacteria.  (X.  B. 
remembered  that  this  examination  was  at  least  fifteen  hours  after  the 
animal. ) 

Experiment  21  : 

May  2,  1875.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  the  for^ 
May  4.     A  vein  m  the  ear  was  pricked,  :ind  the  blood   examined   micros 

bacteria,  but  none  were  found. 
May  19.  Animal*s  general  condition  pretty  good.  A  lump  could  be  felt  ui 
at  the  point  of  inoculation  on  the  right  side.  The  skin  was  snipped,  ; 
beneath  inspected.  The  lump  was  a  collection  of  yellowish-white  matei 
size  of  a  pea ;  it  had  no  connection  with  the  skin-wound,  which  was  I 
material  of  this  lump  was  found  to  consist  of  connective  tissue  stuffe 
cytes,  with  a  few  large  corpuscles  containing  good-sized  oil-drops,  a  v 
number  of  free  rod-bacteria,  and  some  granular  matter.  The  subst 
offensive  odor. 

May  23.     Found  dead. 

May  24.  Autopsy. — Right  thigh  :  The  lump  described  above  had  dimini 
Its  substance  was  of  the  same  composition,  except  that  the  bacteria 
wholly  disappeared.  No  new  appearances  since  previous  examination. 
Long,  narrow  collection  of  yellow  material  in  the  subcutaneous  conn< 
one-half  inch  long  by  one-tenth  inch  wide  ;  consists  of  enormous  numb< 
packed  fat -globules  of  various  sizes,  with  a  few  corpuscles,  themselves 
oil-drops.  No  bacteria.  Site  of  inoculation  in  the  muscle  could  n< 
Skin-wound  healed,  and  no  hyperaemia  or  infiltration  of  tissues  adjoinin 
titious  mass.  Blood  from  right  and  left  hearts  free  from  bacteria.  Inii 
all  apparently  healthy. 

Experiment' 22 : 

May  2,  1875.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  foregoing. 

May  21.  Dead.  Autopsy:  Body  greatly  emaciated.  Left  thigh :  QuqvXa 
of  yellow  material,  %  inch  in  diameter,  closely  adherent  to  the  outer  si 
aponeurosis  of  the  muscle ;  material  pulpy,  and  found  to  consist  of  leua 
advanced  stage  of  fatty  d^eneration,  with  a  good  deal  of  free  oil-drop 
sizes.  Beneath  the  aponeurosis,  immediately  under  this  layer,  was  a  li 
streak  about  ^-inch  long,  found  to  be  almost  entirely  made  up  of  cl< 
minute  oil-drops  of  various  sizes.  Right  thigh :  Yellow  layer  similar  t< 
smaller,  in  the  deep  connective- tissue.  In  neither  of  these  patches 
any  bacteria,  nor  was  there  on  either  thigh  any  serous  infiltration  or  h; 
any  of  the  tissues.  B/ood  contained  no  bacteria.  Internal  organs 
healthy. 
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Experiment  23 : 

May  2,  1875.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  foregoing. 

May  7.  Lump  felt  at  point  of  inoculation  on  left  side  ;  movable  with  the  skin,  and  seemed 
to  be  about  the  size  of  a  pea.  On  exposing  the  parts,  a  small,  round,  white,  semi- 
solid ma&s,  the  size  of  a  pea,  was  found  lying  in  the  loose  subcutaneous  tissue,  over 
the  thigh.  The  connective  tissue  immediately  surrounding  the  mass  was  slightly 
thickened  and  reddened,  forming  a  sort  of  capsule,  but  was  not  adherent  to  the 
aponeurosis  of  the  muscle  beneath.  The  mass  was  carefully  dissected  out,  and  bodily 
removed.  No  lesion  of  the  aponeurosis  of  the  muscle  or  of  the  muscle  itself  beneath 
the  site  of  the  tumor  could  be  found.  The  material  composing  the  tumor  consisted 
of  closely  packed  leucocytes  undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  free  granular  matter, 
free  fat-globules,  and  a  moderate  number  of  rod-bacteria  in  active  motion.  No 
'*  ball  "or  '*  nests  "  of  bacteria. 

May  24.     Animal  somewhat  poorly,  but  no  lumps. 

July  la     Animal  still  living,  but  in  poor  condition. 

Experiment  24 : 

May  2,  1875.     Right  thigh  only  inoculated  with  pure  membrane,  as  in  foregoing. 

June  10.  Found  dead.  Autopsy:  Body  greatly  emaciated.  In  inoculated  side  a  small 
yellow  mass  ^xi^  inch  in  diameter;  circumjacent  skin  and  connective  tissue  thickened 
and  reddened.  Tumor  composed  of  connective-tissue  elements  swollen  and  infiltrated 
with  oil-globules.  Wound  of  inoculation  in  the  muscle  wholly  healed.  Blood  con- 
tained a  very  few  rod- bacteria.  Lungs  normal.  Liver  moderately  fatty.  Kidneys 
showed  a  moderate  number  of  small  bodies  apparently  possessed  of  independent 
motion,  and  possibly  bacteria. 

Case  VII. 

May  21,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Lewis  W.  Oakley,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  a  piece  of 
diphtheritic  membrane  detached  from  the  throat  of  a  child  eight  years  old  on  the  sixth  day  of 
the  disease.  When  first  seen,  both  tonsils,  the  uvula  and  most  of  the  soft  palate  were  already 
covered  by  membrane.  There  was  no  albumen  in  the  urine,  no  marked  sjrmptomsof  laryngeal 
obstruction,  but  decided  and  constant  signs  of  constitutional  infection.  The  case  terminated 
in  death  fifteen  days  after  it  was  first  seen  by  the  physician.  The  specimen  of  membrane  was 
two  days  old  when  the  following  inoculations  were  made  with  it : 

a.  Inoculation  of  the  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  25 : 

May  21,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  membrane. 

May  22.     Animal  well. 

June  8.  Animal  thin,  but  lively.  The  skin  wound  on  the  right  side  presented  a  small 
ulcer  with  puffy  red  sides.  At  site  of  inoculation  a  lump  the  size  of  a  large  pea 
could  be  felt.  The  skin  was  snipped,  the  yellow  tumor  pricked,  and  the  exuding 
pasty  matter  examined.    It  consisted  of  degenerating  leucocytes,  granular  debris,  and 
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Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane  after  filtration  through 

a  porous  clay  cylinder, 

A  piece  of  the  membrane  weighing  six  grains  was  cut  up  fine,  thoroughly  triturated  with 
)  fluid  drachms  of  distilled  water,  and  allowed  to  steep  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  infusion 
\  then  poured  into  a  clay  cylinder,  such  as  come  for  use  in  galvanic  batteries.  The  closed 
end  of  this  cylinder  was  covered  with  a  rubber  cap,  by  which  communication  was  made  with 
an  exhausting  syringe.  By  exhausting  the  air  by  means  of  the  syringe,  the  fluid  was  drawn 
through  the  cylinder  to  the  extent  of  eleven  minims.  This  filtrate  was  perfectly  clear ;  and, 
examined  microscopically,  proved  wholly  free  from  bacteria  or  any  kind  of  solid  particles. 

Sxperiment  28 : 

May  22,  1875.     Three  minims  of  above  clear  filtrate  mjected  hypodermically  into  left 

thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
May  28.     Animal  in  excellent  condition  ;  not  the  slightest  sign  of  a  lump  to  be  felt. 
June  26.     Excellent  condition ;  there  has  been  no  development  of  a  lump. 
July  la     Excellent  condition  ;  never  any  sign  of  a  lump. 

Experiment  29 : 

May  22,  1875.     Four  minims  of  above  clear  filtrate  injected  hypodermically  into  right 

thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
May  28.     Excellent  condition  ;  no  sign  of  a  lump. 
July  I  a     Excellent  condition ;  there  has  been  no  lump. 

Experiment  30: 

May  22,  1875.     Four  minims  of  above  clear  filtrate  injected  hypodermically  into  left 

thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
May  28.     Excellent  condition ;  no  sign  of  a  lump. 
July    4.     Dying. 
July    5.     Dead.     Autopsy:    Not  the  slightest  indication  of  there  having  ever  been  any 

effect  produced  at  the  site  of  the  injection.      Death  probably  from  some  other  cause. 

Many  animals  died  during  the  warm  weather  without  having  been  experimented  upon. 

c.  Hypodermic  injection  of  unfiltcred  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane. 

The  residue  of  the  infusion  used  to  obtaip  the  filtrate  above  mentioned,  was  allowed  to 
stand  till  the  larger  particles  had  settled.  The  turbid  supernatant  fluid,  examined  microscopi- 
cally, was  found  to  contain  small  broken  fragments  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  and  to  be  swarm- 
ing with  actively  moving  bacteria. 

Experiment  31  : 

May  22,  1875.  Four  minims  of  the  above  turbid  infusion  injected  hypodermically  into 
left  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

May  28.  Animal  has  been  sickly.  Lump  the  size  of  a  pea  felt  at  site  of  injection.  Skin 
opened,  and  yellow  tumor  found  adhering  to  the  superficial  fascia.  It  was  pricked, 
and  the  pasty  contents  examined  microscopically  :  found  to  consist  of  leucocytes  and 
granular  debris,  with  very  few  bacteria. 
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June  26.      Animal  in  excellent  condition.     The  loBp  1 
July  10.     Animal  in  excellent  condition. 


r  to  have  tfiaisKhet 


Experiment  32  : 

May  22,  1S75.     Foor  minims  of  turbid  infii>ion  injected  in  right  th^h  of  rab': 

May  2S.     .\nimal  in  good  condition  ;  lump  felt  onder  skin. 

June  &  Lump,  sise  of  a  lar^  pea,  felt  freely  movable  under  skin  Ml  are  0 
Skin  snipped ;  tumor  pricked,  and  yellow  contents  examine!.  Coo^isiec  -:- 
in  good  preservation,  and  granular  debri^^ ;  only  an  occa.?4ofBa2  bactrrr 
left  in  place,     .\nimal  in  good  condition,  though  badly  bitten  by  mate. 

July  I.  Lump  increased  to  size  of  an  almond-kemeL  Pricked,  and  content 
consisted  of  corpuscles  undergoing  fatty  and  granular  degeneration.     Nc 

July  iol     Animal  in  good  condition.     Lump  shrunk  to  size  of  a  split  pea. 

Experiment  33 : 

May  22,  1875.     Five  minims  of  turbid  infusion  injected  into  left  thigh  of  a  r 

May  28.  Animal  in  good  condition ;  lump  felt  under  skin.  Skin  snippetf 
explored.  .\  yellow  patch,  half  an  inch  long,  and  a  quarter  wide,  f 
superficial  fascia.  When  cut  into,  it  proved  tenacious  and  elastic  ;  no  i 
be  squeezed  from  the  cut  sur^iux.  Material  found  to  consist  of  conne 
stuffed  with  granular  matter,  a  moderate  number  of  lencocytes  and  ceils 
globules.     .\  very  limited  number  only  of  bacteria  could  be  foand. 

July  I.  Animal  in  fair  condition ;  has  been  shedding  his  hair.  Lump  i 
shrunk  considerably  in  size. 

July  IOL     .Animal  in  good  condition. 
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Case  VIIL 

May  29,  1S75,  received  from  Dr.  .\.  S.  Church,  a  piece  of  diphtheritic 
detached  from  the  throat  of  a  patient,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  disease.  The  pal 
nine  years  old,  ^-as  taken  with  a  chill,  followed  by  fever.  The  next  day,  membran 
on  the  tonsils  ;  on  the  following  day,  on  the  uvula  also,  and  the  day  after  that, 
nares.  The  larj-nx  did  not  become  obstructed,  but  there  was  constitutional  infect 
patient  died  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  disease.  The  specimen  was  examined  and  os 
after  it  was  received,  being  in  the  mean  time  kept  wrapped  in  a  damp  doth,  p 
rubber  tissue.  It  was  found  to  consist  of  a  fibrinous  exudation  containing  a  okodei 
of  leucocytes,  multitudes  of  oil-globules,  with  very  few  bacteria. 

a.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissui  with  pure  utttmbram£. 
Experiment  34 : 

May  31.  1S75.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  noembrane. 

June  26.  Animal  in  good  condition.  Right  thigh  :  a  small  lump.  Left  th 
open  abscess,  discharging  freely.  Matter  found  to  consst  of  normal  po! 
a  small  amount  of  granular  matter,  and  an  occasional  bacterium. 

July    8.     In  good  condition. 
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Experiment  35  : 

May  31,  1875.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  the  pure  membrane. 

June  7.  Animal  died  during  forenoon.  Autopsy  at  2  P.  M. — Right  side  :  At  site  of 
skin-wound  a  scab  ^  inch  in  diameter  closely  adherent  to  underlying  tissues.  On 
exposing  the  subcutaneous  tissue  a  flat  layer  of  yellow  material  was  found  reaching  half 
down  the  thigh,  backwards  over  the  rump,  and  upwards  to  the  median  line  of  the  back 
where  it  met  a  similar  exudation  from  the  opposite  side.  This  plaque  was  quite 
closely  adherent  to  the  skin.  The  muscle  at  the  site  of  inoculation  was  gangrenous 
over  an  area  j^  inch  by  J^.  Adjacent  to  this  area  the  muscle  was  mottled  red  and 
yellow,  and  at  one  point  a  sharply  defined  yellow  line  of  demarcation  separated  the 
diseased  from  the  healthy  muscular  tissue..  Microscopic  examination  showed  the 
material  of  the  yellow  plaque  to  consist  of  a  fibrinous  meshwork,  containing  numer- 
ous deformed  corpuscles  about  the  size  of  leucocytes  and  a  large  quantity  of  granular 
matter.  The  yellow  spots  in  the  muscular  tissue  contained  oil-globules  and  smaller 
granules  strung  together,  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  dumb-bells  or  chains.  Liver 
large  and  containing  echinococcus  cysts.  Kidneys  swollen,  soft ;  tube-cells  inclined 
to  be  fatty.  In  the  debris  were  similar  chains  and  figures-of-eight  to  those  seen  in 
the  muscular  tissue.     Blood  contained  a  few  of  the  same  elements.     Lungs  normal. 

Experiment  36: 

May  31,  1875.     ^oth  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 

June  4.  Dead  96  hours  after  inoculation.  Autopsy. — Left  thigh :  Yellow  patch  %  inch 
in  diameter  in  subcutaneous  connective  tissue.  Surrounding  this,  a  white  streak 
extending  to  the  median  line  of  the  back.  Beyond  this  again,  a  general  reddening 
of  the  tissues  for  the  space  of  half  an  inch,  and  considerable  serous  infiltration. 
Thigh  itself,  mottled  with  red  spots.  Material  of  yellow  patch  found  to  consist  of 
fibrous  network  holding  leucocytes,  abundance  of  granular  matter  and  a  few  motion- 
less  bacteria.  What  looked  like  balls  of  bacteria  found  in  the  blood  vessels  in  the 
muscular  tissue  at  the  site  of  inoculation.  Right  thigh  :  Small  yellow  patch  over- 
lying muscle-wound,  with  surrounding  serous  infiltration  of  the  subcutaneous 
connective  tissue.  The  muscle- wound  was  lined  with  a  dirty,  friable,  yellowish- 
white  materia],  and  the  muscular  tissue  below  was  transformed  into  a  soft,  cheesy 
matter,  found  to  consist  of  muscular  fibres  in  advanced  fatty  degeneration,  with  here 
and  there  a  motionless  bacterium.  For  an  area  an  inch  in  diameter  around  this 
affected  spot  the  muscular  tissue  was  reddened.  Liver  and  kidneys  rather  red  and 
swollen.     Blood  contained  no  bacteria. 

K     Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion   of  pure  membrane  after  filtration  through 

porous  clay, 

A  piece  of  the  membrane  was  triturated  with  water,  infused  for  twenty-four  hours  and  then 
iltered  through  a  porous  clay  cylinder  in  the  manner  described  in  "  /J  "  case  VII.  (see  ante, 
>.  681).     The  filtrate  was  perfectly  clear  and  free  from  solid  elements. 

Experiment  37  : 

June  I,  1875.     ^*^®  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
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June  5.  Animal  in  rgrdfenf  bealth  and  (at.  Skin  snipped  at  ate  of  cac^  qok 
fiarts  beneath  tbofXNiglilT  explored.  Not  the  s2^htest  ^ga.  of  asj  jesua, 
hiperjcuua. 

June  8l  Died  daring  the  ni^t.  Autopsy  :  No  ksk>a  whatever  <:53CC<vQ3£ifa 
joax^  animal,  and  death  was  probabhr  nncoanected  with  the  emgrimrttrar 

Experiment  jS : 

Jane  i,  1S75.     Six  mintms  of  the  dear  filtrate  injected  into  each  thng:!t  of  x  a 
Jane  5.     .\aixnal  in  cxccUent  cooditioo.     Examination  made  as  m.  fibre^joo^ : 

whatever  foond. 
Jane  1 1.     Animal  got  oat  of  hb  cage  and  Cell  a  coDadctablie  he^^t,  breaking 
J«ne  12.     Died  abovt  noon.     Awtjfsj  two  hoars  later :    Bodj   in.  c^^-rfltrar 

No  lesaoos  whaterer  to  be  foond  at  sites  of  the  injections;.      La^mx^  U 

normaL     Bi^n^  &om  right  heart  oontains  no  bacteria.     Dcaxb.  was  prjoi 

mjsry  frocn  the  fikH. 

r.  Hypjdtrwuc  imJ€CtMn  af  mmJtHtred  ofiu^iu  imfwtsiirm  jf  puare  msmar-A 

The  residoe  of  the  infitsinn  osed  to  obCain  the  iltrate  of  ^''^ ""'  was  aObwed  & 
the  larger  porticks  settled  ;  the  turbid  supernatant  Said  was  then,  rak^m  iix  the  m 

Expernoeot  3q  r 

Jone  I,  iS75>  Six  ramims  of  the  trtrbkL  infissus  oqected  into  the  ri^^  chrgr 
into  the  kfL  of  a  rabbet. 

Joae  5.  Died  in  coixroLaocs  at  yip F.  x.. aboot  fiDctj-ci;^  hoars  after  th 
Amtjfsy  half  an  hoar  later. — Xig^kt  t^fk  :  Geaeral  seroos  in^rtratioa  oi 
tsboe^  area  of  thickened  cooaectrre  tsssoe  two  iodbes  in  diameter,  radoa 
patch  ^%  br  ^  of  an  inch  in  area.  Interior  of  thc>  patch,  was  seni-finid 
ter  mode  op  of  granolar  matter,  and  great  inunfurr^  of  dnnxb^beil  *»»^ 
bodies  looking  like  degacrate  bacteria^  bat  not  in  notion^  Codemead 
the  apoccuroas  of  the  mnscie  was  doodr  and  thickened,  bat  the  nmsdi 
ooC  liSected.  Ldfi  cAx^rk  :  No  patchy  bat  nitense  cnogestioa.  of  the  ccsi 
thi^  ind  of  the  msdie  itself  to  t&e  depth  of  ^  indL  with  great  seroas 
of  the  ^uboitaaeoas  connective  tssne.  Liver  large,  souxithy  ami 
Stdftays  coogested*  Lah^t^  Ittrymx^  azsii  kmtrt^  aoraaL  B^Jvu  from,  r 
de  cootjiiis  no  bacteria. 


Experiment  40 : 

Jane  i.  1575.  Sia.  mmmf;.  of  the  torbid  mfrcan^n  injected  mto  eadh  thigh  q£ 
Tone  4.  DeoiL  Aaii/^sy  s  Sabcntancoas  connective  tssBae  over  w&ale  as| 
thigh:>  incensebr  coot^estcd.  jn»f  akin  omiatinraQif  yffK^^^f  Where  *'h^  m 
been  did[iTen»i  the  connectrve  tcssoe  was  iniScratcd  with  specks  of  ^reiloi 
fiband  to  be  composed  of  debris  of  curpoadies  and  rii«nnrTi.iMr  oetSnary  n 
The  .ippeinmce  suggested  that  rhese  specks  were  the  so&d  poctxans  of  : 
mfii:ji)oa  js  injected.  Exteosrve  seruas  oifitratmn  o«er  bortodcs  ami  I 
mtxbde>  ot  the  thigbis.  Aponenro&eN.  ami  m^^«^ifs  themHrfinesy  fibr  the  de 
lines,  ioti  ^7ver  xn  xrea  ^16211  inch  ami  a  half  in  (£aaKter,  nttenseiy  coogte 
of  both  saikSi-  of  the  heart  coocained  imxierace  ■nabcr  of  aMBGe  co^-bnc 
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Case  IX. 

June  2,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Harvey  S.  Gay  a  fine,  fresh  specimen  of  diphtheritic  mem- 
brane, one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  It  was  composed  of  fibrinous  material  containing  few,  if 
any,  leucocytes,  multitudes  of  minute  oil-globules,  but  no  actively  moving  bacteria. 

No  history  of  the  case  was  furnished. 

a.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane, 
Experiment  41  : 

June  2,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  membrane. 

July  I.  Lump  on  each  side  as  big  as  a  filbert.  That  on  the  left  side  has  ulcerated  and 
is  discharging  yellow  matter.  The  material  of  both  composed  of  leucocytes,  granu- 
lar matter  and  a  few  rod-shaped  and  ball-headed  bacteria. 

July  la     Animal  in  excellent  condition. 

b.  Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane  afttr  filtration  through 

porous  clay. 

An  aqueous  infusion  of  the  membrane  was  made  and  filtered  the  same  day  through  the 
porous  clay  cylinder.     (See  ante,  page  68 r.)     The  filtrate  was  perfectly  clear. 

Experiment  42  : 

June  2,  1875.  Five  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  the  right  thigh,  and  four 
minims  into  the  left,  of  a  rabbit. 

June  22.  Animal  somewhat  thin  but  healthy ;  fur  clean ;  feeding  well ;  no  lumps  to  be 
felt. 

June  29.     Found  dead. 

June  30.  Autopsy :  Body  in  good  condition.  No  sign  of  a  lesion  discoverable. 
(N.  B. — The  weather  has  been  intensely  hot.) 

Experiment  43 : 

June    2,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  the  right  thigh,  and  five  into 

the  left,  of  a  rabbit. 
June  22.     Animal  somewhat  thin  but  healthy  ;  no  lumps  to  be  felt  in  either  thigh. 
July  10.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

r.  Hypodermic  injection  of  unjiltered  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane. 

The  turbid  infusion  of  "/^,'*  after  the  heavier  particles  had  settled,  was  used  for  the  injec- 
tions. 

Experiment  44 : 

June   2,  1875.     S^^  minims  of  the  turbid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
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June  26.  Animal  in  good  condition.  On  each  side,  a  lobulated  hard  Inrnp,  as 
filbert,  apparently  not  connected  with  the  muscular  tissue.  Pricked,  t 
white  curdy  matter  exuded,  found  to  be  composed  of  coarsely  granular  le 
granular  matter  and  rod-bacteria. 

July  10.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  45  : 

June  2,  1875.  Six  minims  of  the  turbid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  1 
June  5.  Animal  died  during  night.  Autopsy.— Right  thigh:  General  con 
connective  tissue  and  aponeurosis  of  thigh-muscles,  with  presence  of  exta 
of  blood,  apparently  from  injury  to  a  vessel  by  the  hypodermic  needle.  At 
a  circle  of  yellow  infiltration  of  the  connective  tissue  half  an  inch  in 
Through  the  aponeurosis  underlying  this  patch,  a  small  hole  could  be  ti 
on  exposing  the  muscle  beneath,  the  latter  presented  a  ring  of  yellow  i 
corresponding  in  position  with  that  of  the  patch  in  the  connective  tissue  ab 
centre  of  which  was  a  grayish,  sloughing  cavity.  Apparently,  the  needle  had 
muscular  tissue.  The  yellow  infiltration  of  the  tissues  contained  abundant 
and  living  rod-bacteria,  and  the  gray  pultaceous  muscular  slough  was  coi 
muscular  tissue  undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  and  swarming  with  living  roc 
Left  thigh  :  Appearance  the  same  except  that  there  was  no  lesion  of  tt 
Bloody  from  both  sides  of  the  heart,  contained  no  bacteria. 


d.  Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane  ten  days  old  a* 

The  unfiltered  infusion  of  **r**  was  allowed  to  stand  for  ten  days.  Evapor 
compensated  for  by  adding  two  fluid  drachms  of  distilled  water.  The  infusion 
thoroughly  putrid,  being  a  turbid  brown  fluid,  having  an  extremely  oflensive  s 
swarming  with  actively  moving  bacteria. 

Experiment  46 : 

June  12,  1875.  Six  minims  of  the  putrid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of 
June  13.  Found  dead  on  the  floor,  having  escaped  from  its  cage  and  fallen  a  cc 
height.  Autopsy:  Body  limp;  hind  legs  have  an  offensive  smell,  but  no 
legs.  Left  thigh :  No  lesion  except  faint  pinkish  discoloration  in  connec 
at  site  of  injection  A  bit  of  the  lax  connective  tissue  examined  micro' 
appeared  normal,  except  that  there  were  numerous  rod-bacteria  to  be  sec 
thigh  :  Same  condition,  bacteria  far  more  numerous.  Liver  :  1  arge  clo 
surface ;  organ  passively  congested.  /Sidney's  :  Congested.  Blood  of  right 
and  containing  an  exceedingly  small  number  of  minute  rod-bacteria. 

Experiment  47  : 

June  12,  1875.  Six  minims  of  the  putrid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of 
July  10.  Animal  in  good  condition.  Skin  snipped  over  both  thighs  and  parts 
Right  thigh :  Small  flattened  sac,  about  ^-inch  in  diameter,  covered  w 
formed  vessels,  found  in  the  subcutaneous  connective  tissue.  Sac  whei 
found  to  contain  about  a  drop  of  soft  yellowish  material,  composed  of  I 
flattened  corpuscles  stuffed  with  oil-globules,  and  an  immense  amount  o 
globule-;  aggregated  together  here  and  there  into  chains.  No  bacteria  La 
Appearances  same,  but  more  free  oil  and  a  few  motionless  rud-bacteria. 
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e.  Hypodermic  injection  of  putrid  infusion  of  pure  membrane^  after  filtration  through 

paper  {single filter). 

The  putrid  infusion  of  **  </"  was  filtered  through  a  single  ordinary  paper  filter.  The 
filtrate  was  clear,  but  of  a  yellow  color,  foul  smelling,  and  contained  a  few  actively-moving 
bacteria  in  each  microscopic  field. 

Experiment  48: 

June  12,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  filtrate  injected  into  each  fore  leg  of  a  rabbit. 
June  24.     Animal  in  excellent  condition ;  no  lump  to  be  felt  in  either  leg. 
July  lo.     Animal  in  excellent  condition. 

Experiment  49: 

June  12,  1875.     Six  minims  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

July  la     Animal  in  excellent  condition.     No  lump  to  be  felt  in  either  thigh. 

/.  Hypodermic  injection  of  putrid  infusion  after  boiling. 

Some  of  the  putrid  infusion  of  "</"  was  boiled  in  a  test-tube  for  three  minutes  and 
allowed  to  cool.     All  the  contained  bacteria  were  then  motionless. 

Experiment  50: 

June  12,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  boiled  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

June  18.  Found  dead.  Autopsy:  Body  emaciated.  Right  thigh:  Small,  rather 
thick,  patch,  one-third  by  one-eighth  inch  in  area,  in  the  connective  tissue  at  site  of 
injection.  Material  composed  of  large  flattened  corpuscles  filled  with  oil-globules 
and  granules,  but  no  bacteria ;  the  muscle  beneath  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration. 
Left  thigh  :  Soft,  yellow  patch  in  connective  tissue  at  sight  of  injection,  the  size  of 
a  three-cent  piece.     Composition  same  as  above. 

Experiment  51 : 

June  12,  1875.     "^^^  minims  of  the  boiled  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
June  29.     Found  dead.     No  autopsy. 


Case  X. 

June  5,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  W.  H.  Vermilyc  a  piece  of  diphtheritic  membrane 
detached  by  coughing  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  disease.  The  patient,  a  girl  six  years  old, 
was  attacked  with  what  at  first  seemed  to  be  a  simple  follicular  tonsillitis.  On  the  sixth  day 
the  tonsils,  palate,  and  pharynx  became  covered  with  a  thick  exudation,  which  peeled  from 
the  palate  quite  easily,  lea\ing  a  bleeding  surface  behind.  The  next  day  the  same  surfaces 
became  again  covered,  but  thinly  and  in  patches.  Some  of  these  patches  were  pulled  ujwn 
and  loosened,  and  immediately  afterward  the  sample  furnished  was  detached  and  discharged 
by  expectoration.  The  patient  had  already  begun  to  improve,  and  without  having  had  any 
symptoms  of  laryngeal  obstruction  or  of  constitutional  infection,  made  a  good  recovery  after 
two  weeks  illness.  Albumen  was  detected  in  the  urine  on  the  twelfth  day,  but  the  urine  was 
not  examined  regularly,  the  patient  being  a  dispensary  case.  Two  sisters  of  the  patient  were 
also  attacked,  but  with  them  the  disease  was  of  even  a  milder  type.     The  si>ecim';n  was 
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received  wrapped  in  moist  rag,  encased  in  oiled  silk.  It  was  not  opened  till  the  se 
after  receipt.  It  was  then  yellowish-red,  soft,  and  pultaceoos,  and  had  a  patri 
Microscopically,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  corpuscles  of  various  forms  matted  togi 
infiltrated  with  dense  masses  of  bacteria,  which  swarmed  in  the  field  as  free  rods  o1 
sizes. 

a.   Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  numbrane. 

Eighteen  grains  weight  of  the  membrane  was  ground  up  with  three  fluid  drachms 
and  infused  one  hour.  The  turbid,  supernatant  fluid,  after  settlement  of  the  larger 
membrane,  was  used  for  the  injections.     It  had  no  smelL 

Experiment  52 : 

JiBie    7,  1875.     ^^^  minims  of  the  turbid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  1 

June  10.  Died  in  the  previous  night.  Autopsy  in  the  afternoon  :  Subcutan 
nective  tissue  over  whole  region  of  each  thigh  hyperaemic,  oedematous,  an 
yellow.  Yellow  spots,  composed  of  connective-tissue  densely  stuffed  i»-ith 
in  closely-packed  mas<:es.  Swapns  of  bacteria,  both  dumb-bell  and  n 
actively  moving  about  in  the  field  of  the  microscope.  Bloody  of  right  h 
tained  no  bacteria.  Kidneys  :  Tubes  contained  a  great  deal  of  fat  in  small 
In  the  free  fluid  were  numerous  bodies,  in  pretty  active  moiion,  reseml 
teria.     Spleen  :  Normal.     Liver  :  Quite  fatty. 


Experiment  53: 

June    7,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  turbid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a 

June  10.  Died  in  the  afternoon.  Autopsy  immediately :  Both  thighs  in  san 
tion  in  all  respects  as  foregoing,  only  the  yellow  matter  in  this  case  com 
addition  to  the  elements  above  described,  many  leucocytes  in  a  state  of  dcgc 
Blood  from  right  heart  contained  no  bacteria.  Liver:  Cells  slightly  fatty,  a 
Tubes  normal ;  no  bacteria. 


Experiment  54  : 

June    7,  1875.     ^^^  minims  of  the  turbid  infusion  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a 

June  la  Died  during  previous  night.  Autopsy  in  the  afternoon. — Right  thi^ 
at  site  of  injection  gangrenous  for  an  area  as  large  as  a  three-cent  piece  ;  gi 
tration  of  subcutaneous  connective  tissue.  Muscular  tissue  for  an  area  two 
diameter  reddened  by  small  punctate  spots ;  the  tissue  at  these  ^x>ts  found  t 
of  broken  down  muscular  fibres,  but  with  no  bacteria  present.  L^ft  thigh  : 
ances  similar,  except  in  addition  a  thin,  yellow  patch  in  the  subcutaneous  ci 
tissue,  found  to  consist  of  conned  ive-t issue  elements,  with  leucocytes,  large  < 
taining  oil-globules  and  vast  numbers  of  bacteria  in  active  motion.  Bactei 
also  found  among  the  muscular  fibres  in  the  affected  spots  in  the  muscle 
from  right  heart  contained  a  moderate  number  of  bacteria.  Kidneys  :  Nor 
fluid  scrapings  from  a  cut  surface  contained  a  large  number  of  free  bacteria. 
Large  and  fatly.     Spleen :  Normal. 
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^.  Hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infusion  of  pure  membrane  after  filtration  through 

paper  {double  filter). 

The  infusion  of  "  a  "  was  filtered  through  a  double  filter  of  ordinary  filtering-paper, 
made  by  inserting  one  filter  within  another,  so  that  four  thicknesses  of  paper  were  everywhere 
presented  to  the  fluid.     The  filtrate  was  clear  and  odorless,  but  of  a  yellow  color. 

Experiment  55  : 

June    7,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

July  I.  No  sign  of  a  lump  to  be  felt  on  either  thigh  ;  no  adhesion  of  skin  to  parts 
beneath  ;  animal  fat  and  healthy. 

July  10.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  56 : 

June   7,  1875.     ^^^  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 
July    I.     No  sign  of  a  lump  to  be  felt  on  either  thigh.     Animal  in  excellent  condition. 
July  I  a     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  57  : 

June   7,  1875.     Six  minims  of  the  clear  filtrate  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

July  I.  Animal  thin,  but  apparently  healthy.  Right  thigh  ;  No  lump  to  be  felt.  Left 
thigh  :  Large  lump,  the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg.  Pricked,  was  found  to  contain  the 
usual  yellow  creamy  matter,  composed  of  malformed  leucocytes,  granular  matter, 
with  some  moving  bacteria. 

July  la     Animal  in  good  condition. 


Case  XI. 

June  19,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  Alexander  Buchanan  a  small  scrap  of  membraniform 
material  taken  from  the  throat  of  a  scarlet  fever  patient,  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  disease. 
The  patient,  a  boy  six  years  old,  was  first  seen  by  Dr.  B.  on  the  eighth  day  of 
the  disease.  The  pulse  was  then  188,  temperature  104*'  Fahr.  ;  there  was  enormous 
swelling  of  the  parotids,  and  from  the  tonsils  upwards  to  the  posterior  nares  the 
mucous  membrane  was  covered  with  exudation.  The  small  piece  furnished  was  removed 
the  next  day.  Patient  died  on  the  fourteenth  day,  having  from  the  first  refused  all 
nourishment.  The  specimen  of  membrane  was  about  1-16  inch  thick,  greenish  yellow  in 
color,  and  so  friable  as  to  be  easily  broken  into  pieces.  Microscopically,  the  material  was 
composed,  in  greatest  part,  of  the  thalli  and  spores  of  a  fungus,  apparently  penicilium  glaucum. 
Rod-bacteria  and  deformed,  flattened  corpuscles,  probably  lymphoid  cells,  were  also  present 
in  considerable  number.  There  was  only  enough  of  the  material  for  the  inoculation  of  two 
animals. 
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a.  Inoculation  0/ muscular  tissue  with  membrane  from  scarlet  fever  pati 

Experiment  58: 

June  20,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  solid  membrane 

July  4.  Dying.  Right  thigh  showed  a  small  lump,  containing  cheesy  ma 
cases  where  pure  diphtheritic  membrane  was  inoculated. 

Experiment  59 : 

June  20,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  solid  membrane 

July  la  Animal  in  good  condition,  but  somewhat  thin.  Left  thigh  :  Snw 
yellow  tumor  in  the  connective  tissue,  at  the  site  of  injection.  Mass  c 
deformed  leucocytes,  large,  flat  corpuscles,  containing  fat  and  granular  < 
rod-bacteria.     Right  thigh :  No  lump  to  be  felt. 

Case  XII. 

June  19,  1875,  received  from  Dr.  A.  S.  Church  a  second  piece  of  diphtheritic 
The  patient,  a  boy  sixteen  months  old,  was  taken  with  fever  and  convulsions, 
him  first  on  the  third  day,  and  membrane  was  then  already  present  upon  the 
uvula.  It  subsequently  appeared  in  the  nose.  Small  pieces  were  detached  on  tl 
and  larger  ones  on  the  ninth.  There  was  no  obstruction  of  the  larynx,  but  thei 
stitutional  symptoms,  with  albumen,  and  granular  and  blood-casts  in  the  urine, 
after  three  weeks'  illness.  The  specimen  furnished  was  a  broad,  leathery  stri 
inches  long,  nearly  an  inch  wide,  and  from  1-16  to  1-8  inch  thick.  It  was  made 
tinctly  fibrillated  network,  with  flattened  corpuscles,  containing  oil-drops.  Numei 
were  also  present. 

a.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  60 : 

June  20,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 
June  26.     Anmial  thin,  but  healthy.     No  lumps  to  be  felt  at  sites  of  inocula 
July   la     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  61 : 

June  20,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 

June  26.     Animal  thin,  but  healthy.     No  lumps  to  be  felt. 

July    8.     Killed  by  a  fall  from  a  considerable  height. 

July    9.     Autopsy, — Left  thigh:  Small  lump.     Right  thigh  :  Nothing  to  t 

Case  XIII. 

January  21,  1876,  received  from  Dr.  Francis  H.  Weismann  a  piece  of  diphtfa 
brane,  coughed  up  by  a  patient  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  disease.     The  patient,  a 
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years  old,  was  taken  with  slight  chills  and  cough,  followed  by  swellmg  of  the  glands  and  high 
fever.  On  the  fourth  day  membrane  formed  in  the  throat,  involving  the  cavity  of  the  mouth 
and  extending  into  the  larynx,  producing  obstruction  to  breathing.  Pieces  were  first  coughed 
up  on  the  sixth  day,  and  from  time  to  time  many  large  pieces  were  thus  detached.  The  prog- 
nosis was  bad  from  the  first^  the  urine  being  slightly  albuminous  and  constitutional  symptoms 
present.  A  small  cut  on  the  finger  became  covered  with  membrane.  Paralysis  was  already 
banning  in  the  right  fore-arm  when  the  patient  died,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  disease. 
Others  of  the  same  family  were  beginning  to  show  symptoms  of  diphtheria  when  this  boy 
died.  The  specimen  of  membrane  was  examined  two  days  after  detachment.  It  was  then 
firm,  tenacious,  of  a  yellowish- white  color,  and  was  made  up  principally  of  the  interlacing 
filaments  of  the  mycelium  of  a  fungus.  There  were. also  numerous  minute  spherical  bodies,  but 
no  rod-bacteria. 

a.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  62 : 

January  22,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  membrane. 

January  25.  Found  dead  in  the  morning.  Animal  had  partly  succeeded  in  getting  out 
of  his  cage. 

January  26.  Autopsy  in  the  afternoon. — Right  thigh  :  Spreading  from  site  of  inocula- 
tion, a  diffuse  inflammation,  the  subcutaneous  connective-tissue  being  infiltrated  with 
yellow  pasty  material,  and  the  veins  of  the  region  congested.  The  appearances,  in 
short,  were  the  same  as  have  been  so  often  noted,  only  the  lesions  were  not  severe. 
The  yellow  material  was  composed  of  swollen,  distorted  corpuscles,  with  granular 
ddbris.  Le/t  thigh  :  Diffuse  inflammation  of  connective- tissue,  and  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  muscle  at  site  of  inoculation.  The  strings  of  fat  granules  between  the 
muscular  fibres  looked  much  like  round  bacteria,  but  many  were  too  large,  and  others 
were  dissolved  by  even  a  weak  solution  of  caustic  potash.      Viscera  normal. 

Experiment  63 : 

January  22,  1876.   .  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 
January  24.     Found  dead  in  the  morning.     Autopsy  :  Microscopic  appearances  same  as 
in  foregoing  case.     No  microscopic  examination  made 

b.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of  pure  membrane  and  salicylic  acid. 

Fourteen  grains  weight  of  the  membrane  was  triturated  with  fourteen  drops  of  water* 
containing  in  solution  two  per  cent,  of  salicylic  acid  and  six  per  cent,  of  sodic  phosphate. 
Next,  five  grains  weight  of  salicylic  acid  itself  was  added,  and  the  whole  mixture  thoroughly 
triturated  in  a  mortar  for  half  an  hour. 

Experiment  64 : 

January    22,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  membrane 

and  salicylic  acid. 
January    26.     Animal  in  good  condition. 
January    29.     Animal  in  good  condition. 
February  22.     Killed  in  a  fight  with  another  rabbit.    There  were  lumps  found  at  the  site 

of  inoculation. 
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Experiment  65 : 

January    22,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  n 
and  salicylic  acid. 

January    29.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

February  22.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

February  25.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

March      11.     Animal  in  very  good  condition.    Very  small  lumps  to  be  felt  00 1 
at  sites  of  inoculation. 

Experiment  66 : 

January    22,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  n 
and  salicylic  acid. 

January    26.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

February  23.     Animal  in  good  condition.     Small  lumps  to  be  felt  on  both  sid 
of  inoculation. 

March      11.     Animal  in  fair  condition,  though  rather  thin.     Lumps  still  to  b< 

Case  XIV. 

February  25,  1876,  received  from  Dr.  William  K  Bullard  two  pieces  of  di 
membrane.  The  patient,  a  boy  six  years  old,  had  had  enlarged  tonsils  for  some  weel 
the  whole  pharyngeal  surface  became  very  red,  and  the  following  day  membrane  for 
both  tonsils,  uvula,  and  anterior  nares.  Four  days  later  much  of  the  membrane  a 
leaving  the  left  nostril  and  one  of  the  tonsils  free.  At  this  date  the  temperature 
the  pulse  irr^^lar,  and  the  prostration  great.  But,  in  six  days  more,  all  signs  of 
had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  recovered  after  an  illness,  in  all,  of  thirteen  days, 
of  this  boy  was  in  the  fourth  day  of  an  attack  of  diphtheria  when  he  himself  & 
The  larger  specimen  of  membrane  was  about  one-eighth  inch  thick,  soft,  friable 
grayish-yellow  color.  It  consisted  of  a  fibrillated  matrix  containing  large  numbers 
cles  of  various  sizes,  and  also  numerous  bacteria.  The  smaller  specimen  was 
distmctly  fibrillated ;  contained  large  numbers  of  granules,  but  few  bacteria. 


a.  Inoculaiion  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  membrane. 
Experiment  67  : 

February  25,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 

February  28.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

March       1 1.     Ulcers  at  sites  of  inoculation,  discharging  freely.    Animal  figU,  and 
in  good  condition. 

Experiment  68 : 

February  25,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pure  membn 
February  28.     Animal  in  good  condition. 
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March  ii.  Animal  very  weak  but  has  good  appetite.  Open  ulcers  at  sites  of  inocula- 
tion, discharging  freely  an  offensive  matter. 

March  19.  Dead.  Autopsy:  Body  greatly  emaciated.  Abscesses  over  both  thighs, 
extending  into  the  muscular  tissue;  contents  consisting  of  pus- corpuscles,  large  gran- 
ular  corpuscles  and  granular  matter,  but  no  bacteria. 

xperiment  69 : 

February  25,  1876.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  pure  membrane. 

February  28.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

March  11.  Animal  thin,  but  pretty  active.  Coat  rather  dirty  and  rough.  Ulcers  at 
sites  of  inoculation  discharging  freely  an  offensive  matter. 

June  13.     Animal  in  good  condition.     Ulcers  healed  ;  no  lumps  or  thickening  to  be  felt. 

b.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of  pure  membrane  and  salicylic  acid. 

Seven  grains  weight  of  membrane  was  treated  first  with  salicylic  acid  solution,  and  then 
ith  the  solid  acid  in  exactly  the  same  manner  and  proportion  described  in  the  last  case.  (See 
ite,  page  691.) 

xperiment  70: 

February  25,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  membrane 
and  salicylic  acid. 

February  28.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

February  29.     Found  dead  at  3  p.  m. 

March  2.  Autopsy :  Moderate  sized  collections  of  yellow  material  at  sites  of  inocula- 
tion in  the  muscles,  but  not  much  inflammation  of  surrounding  tissues. 

xperiment  71 : 

February  25,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  membrane 
and  salicylic  acid. 

February  28.     In  good  condition. 

March  1 1.  Found  dead.  Autopsy, — Left  thigh  :  Large  patch  at  site  of  inoculation ; 
matter  pasty  in  consistence  and  of  a  rather  reddish  tinge.  Considerable  inflamma- 
tion of  surrounding  tissues.  Internal  organs  apparently  healthy.  Body  much 
emaciated. 

xperiment  72: 

February  25,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  membrane 

and  salicylic  acid. 
February  28.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

March  1 1.  Large  lumps  on  both  sides  at  sites  of  inoculation.  I  lad  begun  to  ulcerate 
and  discharge  externally.     Contents  white,  creamy  and  almost  odorless. 


694 


II.— INOCULATION    OF    SCRAPINGS    FROM    THE    HEALTHY    HI 

TONGUE. 

a.  Inocuiation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  tongue'Scrapings, 

The  upper  surface  of  a  healthy  human  tongue  with  an  habitual  tendenqr  to  be  " 
was  thoroughly  scraped  with  a  knife.  The  pulpy  yellowish-white  scrapings  consist! 
ends  of  the  filiform  papillae  covered  by  epithelium,  with  the  latter  in  turn  densely  coi 
infiltrated  with  packed  layers  of  bacteria.     The  scrapings  were  used  at  once  for  inoc 

Experiment  73 : 

April  29,  1875.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  fresh  tongue-scrapings. 

May  3.  Dead.  Autopsy :  Large  lump  of  dirty  yellow  color  at  site  of  ino 
material  containing  free  bacteria  and  also  round  balls  or  nests  of  cloudy  pa 
teria  exactly  similar  to  those  seen  in  diphtheritic  membrane.  Blood  < 
only  a  few  bacteria. 

Experiment  74 : 

April  29,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  fresh  tongue-scraping 

May    4.     No  effect  observed. 

May  7.  Lump  felt  at  site  of  inoculation  on  one  side.  Skin  snipped  and  parts 
A  flattened  yellow  tumor,  the  size  and  shape  of  a  kidney-bean,  found  in  th 
tive-tissue,  immediately  over  the  muscle-wound.  By  pricking  its  thickenc 
connective-tissue,  a  white  pasty  substance  was  obtained,  found  to  consist  < 
down  leucocytes,  some  rod-bacteria  and  an  immense  amount  of  granular  ma 
balls  of  bacteria  were  to  be  seen.     Tumor  left  in  situ. 

May  17.  Very  considerable  general  swelling  of  thigh  and  leg  on  the  left  side, 
tuation  detected  over  this  whole  area  as  far,  even,  as  the  toes.  Animal 
sickly. 

May  24.  Dead.  Autopsy, — Right  thigh:  An  extensive  cavity,  whose  coni 
been  discharged  by  ulceration,  found  under  the  skin,  extending  over  the  v 
of  the  thigh.  The  skin  itself  formed  the  outer  wall  of  the  sac,  and  inte 
muscles  and  periosteum  had  disintegrated  so  as  to  expose  nearly  the  whole 
the  femur,  and  part  of  the  ilium,  denuded,  at  the  bottom  of  the  sac  Ia 
A  large  livid,  flattened,  fluctuating  tumor,  covering  the  whole  area  of  the 
1^,  and  reaching  to  the  toes.  Tumor  consisted  of  a  wall  of  thickened  a 
tissue  enclosing  a  dirty,  yellowish,  semi-fluid  material,  consisting  of  defom 
cytes,  granular  matter,  and  large  numbers  of  actively  moving  bacteria, 
tion  of  abdomen  showed  general  peritonitis,  loops  of  intestine  being  adher 
abdominal  wall  and  to  each  other  by  fresh,  moderately  firm,  adhesions. 
Deeply  congested,  and^  containing  echinococcus  ova.  Lungs :  Deeply  < 
Blood:  From  right  heart,  vena  cava,  and  from  lungs,  liver,  and  kidney  cc 
moderate  number  of  rod-bacteria  of  larger  size  than  common,  but  none  of 
ments  were  found  in  blood  taken  from  the  left  heart. 
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Ixperiment  75 : 

April  29,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  fresh  tongue-scrapings. 

May  4.  Animal  ing  ood  condition ;  small  lumps  to  be  felt  at  each  site  of  inoculation. 
Pricked,  and  contents  found  to  be  a  yellow  pasty  material,  composed  of  broken 
down  leucocytes,  granular  matter,  actively  moving  rod-bacteria,  and  balls  of  closely- 
packed  bacteria. 

May  7.  Appearances  same  in  all  respects,  but  in  addition  there  are  open  ulcers  at  the 
sites  of  the  skin-wounds^ 

May  12.     Dead.     Body  considerably  emaciated.     The  lumps  have  increased  a  good  deal 


b.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  pure  tongue-scrapings. 

Tongue-scrapings  obtained  in  the  same  way  as  in  **a,**  but  twenty- four  hours  after  removal, 
ere  used  for  the  following  inoculations.  The  material  had  already  acquired  an  offensive 
nell. 

Experiment  76: 

May  6,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  tongue-scrapings. 

May  7.  Skin  over  right  thigh  snipped  and  parts  explored.  Oblong  yellow  tumor,  one 
inch  long  by  three-eighths  of  an  inch  wide,  found  connecting  the  skin  and  muscle- 
wounds.  On  opening  the  tumor,  the  contents  were  found  to  be  a  yellow  pasty 
material,  made  up  of  leucocytes  and  enormous  multitudes  of  bacteria.  Debris  of 
the  inoculated  material  could  also  be  found  in  the  mass.  The  entire  tumor,  walls 
and  all,  was  carefully  dissected  out  and  bodily  removed. 

June  24.     Animal  in  good  condition.     No  lumps  to  be  felt  in  either  thigh. 

July  10.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

xperiment  77 : 

May  6,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  tongue-scrapings. 

May  9.  Skin  of  right  thigh  snipped  and  parts  explored.  Skin-wound  closed ;  yellow 
oblong  tumor  connecting  skin  and  muscle- wounds;  contents  white  and  semi-fluid 
containing  myriads  of  bacteria.  A  drop  of  blood*,  obtained  by  pricking  a  vein  in 
the  ear,  showed  no  bacteria. 

May  25.  Dead.  Autopsy. — Right  thigh:  The  above-mentioned  tumor  found  to 
measure  one  inch  by  one-eighth  inch  in  area;  material  consisted  of  leucocytes 
undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  and  a  great  deal  of  free  fat  in  globules,  but  no 
bacteria  were  now  to  be  seen.  Left  thigh :  The  whole  muscular  tissue  was  infil- 
trated with  distinct  collections  of  yellow,  semi-fluid  material,  consisting  of  leucocytes 
undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  and  a  moderate  number  of  rod-bacteria,  the  latter 
being  most  numerous  in  the  foci  nearest  the  skm-wound,  B/ood  contained  no 
bacteria. 
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Experiment  78 : 

May    6,  1875.   ^^^^  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  tongue  scrapii^ 

May  10.  Skin  of  left  side  snipped  and  parts  explored.  Yellowish-white  t 
inch  long  connecting  skin  and  muscle-wounds ;  contents,  leucocytes  undergi 
degeneration  and  a  moderate  number  of  free  bacteria.     No  '*  balls  "  of  bai 

May  19  Collections  of  yellowish  matter  in  both  thighs  which  have  ulcerated  < 
and  have  been  discharging.  Site  of  ulcers  now  covered  by  scabs.  E 
matter  consisted  of  moderate  number  of  leucocytes  and  abundant  and  active 

May  31.  Dead. 

June  1.  Autopsy, — Left  thigh  :  Multilocular  tumor  in  the  subcutaneous  a 
tissue,  as  large  as  a  large  filbert ;  not  attached  to  the  aponeurosis  of  th 
nor  could  the  muscle  wound  be  foimd.  Contents  of  tumor  white  and  < 
consisting  of  leucocytes  undergoing  degeneration,  granular  debris,  and  shre 
organized  connective-tissue  containing  large  numbers  of  minute  bacterid 
thigh:  Presented  nothing  abnormal  except  a  slight  thickening  of  the  connec 
immediately  underlying  the  skin  at  the  site  of  the  original  wound.  TIh 
cavities  and  organs  were  healthy.  Blood:  From  both  sides  of  the  hea 
crenation  of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  a  massing  of  the  white  into  groups  of  f 
thirty.  No  more  bacteria  observable  than  is  usual  in  the  blood  of  anin 
hours  dead. 

Experiment  79 : 

May    6,  1875.   Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  pure  tongue-scrapings. 

May  la  Animal  sick. 

May  II.  Dead,  Autopsy  between  12  and  17  hours  after  death. — Left  thigh 
flat  collection  of  white  pasty  material  in  the  subcutaneous  connect ive-tissu 
in  diameter ;  material  composed  of  granular  leucocytes,  free  granules 
bacteria  in  considerable  number.  At  site  of  muscle- wound  the  musci 
showed  close  lines  of  white  glistening  aspect  running  parallel  to  the  direct 
muscular  hbres.  These  consisted  of  the  sarcolemma  of  muscular  fibres 
closely  packed  granular  debris  in  place  of  the  usual  sarcous  substance, 
shining  spherical  bodies  (too  glistening  for  bacteria)  of  varying  size,  o< 
arranged  in  rows,  also  appeareil  scattered  in  the  sarcous  substance  of  the 
fibres  near  these  streaks  of  white.  Right  thigh  :  Large  diffuse  collect! 
lowish-white  material  of  irregular  shape,  measuring  three  by  one-and-a-l 
in  area,  in  the  subcutaneous  connective-tissue.  This  patch  was  attached 
and  the  muscle  at  the  sites  of  the  original  wounds  in  the  same.  Material 
-  of  connective- tissue  elements  infiltrated  with  degenerating  leucocytes  and 

numbers  of  bacteria.  The  cavity  of  the  muscle-wound  contained  a  dirty 
stance  in  small  quantity,  consisting  of  broken  down  muscular  debris  a 
packed  masses  of  bacteria.  Around  this  spot  were  white  streaks  similai 
above  described  as  found  in  the  other  thigh.  Blood :  From  a  vein  in  the  nei 
of  the  muscle-wound  showed  no  bacteria,  but  that  from  the  right  heart 
bacteria.  There  were  general  pericarditis^  peritonitis^  and  inflammat 
tunica  vaginalis  of  the  testicles  with  fibrinous  friable  soft  exudation,  com 
fibrinous  network  in  whose  meshes  were  myriads  of  bacteria. 
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c.     Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic  acid. 

Six  grains*  weight  of  pulpy  tongue-scrapings,  three  hours  after  removal,  was  thoroughly 
iturated  with  one  grain  of  Squibb's  unbleached  salicylic  acid. 

xperiment  80: 

May  28,  1875.  ^oih.  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings 
and  salicylic  acid. 

June  4.  Animal  extremely  emaciated  and  dull.  Thick  lump  on  each  side  at  sites  of 
inoculation.  Pricked,  exuded  yellow  semi-fluid  matter  consisting  of  granular  leuco- 
cytes, granular  ddbris,  and  a  few  motionless  rod-bacteria. 

June  5.  Dead.     By  a  mistake  the  body  was  thrown  away  before  an  autopsy  was  made, 
xperiment  81 : 

May  28,  1875.  ^^^^  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings 
and  salicylic  acid. 

June  4.  Animal  in  fine  condition.  Skin  of  right  thigh  snipped  and  parts  explored. 
Large  thick  lump  an  inch  long  and  half  an  inch  wide.  Contents  pulpy,  consisting 
of  very  granular  leucocytes,  but  no  bacteria.  On  left  side  a  smaller  thickening 
could  be  felt  under  the  scab  of  the  skin-wound.  Pricked,  exuded  pulpy  yellow 
matter,  consisting  of  granular  leucocytes,  and  a  very  small  number  of  motionless 
bacteria. 

June  13.  Dead.  Autopsy  four  hours  after  death :  Animal  had  been  in  good  condition 
though  somewhat  thin ;  fur  in  good  order.  Left  thigh  :  Yellow  tumor  over  two 
inches  long  and  hilf  an  inch  thick  and  wide,  connecting  the  skin  and  muscle- wounds; 
thickest  over  muscle- wound  ;  composition  same  as  found  June  4  ;  no  bacteria.  No 
signs  of  circumjacent  serous  infiltration  or  congestion.  Right  thigh  :  Exactly  the 
same  condition  of  things ;  the  tumor  was  nearly  two  inches  long,  and  half  an  inch 
wide  and  thick.  Blood  of  right  ventricle  contained  a  very  few  club-shaped  bacteria, 
motionless.  The  red  globules  in  many  instances  were  beset  with  processes  project- 
ing radially  and  having  exactly  the  appearance  of  short  rod-bacteria.  But  on 
adding  water  these  processes  became  pale  like  the  rest  of  the  substance  of  the  cor- 
puscle, and  as  the  latter  swelled  under  the  action  of  the  water  these  processes  were 
rapidly  retracted,  till  they  disappeared  wholly,  leaving  the  usual  smooth,  round 
contour  to  the  swollen  corpuscle. 

Experiment  82  : 

May  28,  1875.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings 
and  salicylic  acid. 

June  4.  Animal  in  fine  condition.  Thick  lump  felt  on  each  side.  Pricked,  exuded 
yellow  semi-fluid  matter  containing  leucocytes  and  granular  debris,  but  no  bacteria. 

June  22.  Animal  in  fine  general  condition.  On  the  right  side  the  lump  is  as  large  as  a 
pigeon's  egg.  On  squeezing,  a  yellowish  material  exuded  from  under  the  scab  cover- 
ing the  skin-wound.     Contained  granular  leucocytes  and  debris,  but  no  bacteria* 

July  10.  Animal  in  excellent  condition. 
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d.  Inaculatwm  of  mmscmlar  tissue  with  puinfyiMg  temgwst-acw  mfimgi^ 

The  scrapings  of  five  sacxressive  monungs  were  mixed  as  obtained,  aadBsed  abr : 
00  the  fifth  day.     The  mixed  material  had  acquired  a  horriblj  < 


»/ 


Experiment  83 : 

January   4,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  fcctid  toogne-ic 

January  la  Lumps  felt  on  both  sides. 

January  13.  The  lumps  have  ulcerated  externally ;  discharging  freelT  an  cci 
offensive  matter.    Animal  not  as  lively  as  others,  but  fat,  and  for  in  good 

January    26.  Animal  in  good  condition. 

February  22.  Killed  in  a  fight  with  another  rabbiL     Autopsy:  Large  coDec 
usual  matter  at  sites  of  inoculation,  but  no  ledon  of  any  internal  orgaxts. 
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Experiment  84: 

January  4,   1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  small   rabbit  inoculated  with  the  foei 
scrapings. 

January  la  Dead.    Autopsy :    On  both  sides  the  usual  lamps  of  yeOov 
(N.  B. — This  rabbit  was  one  of  a  litter  of  six  small  animals  under  three 
age,  two   of  whichy  not  experimented  upon  at   all,  died   about  the 
from  unknown  causes.) 


e.  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixtures  of  putrefying  tongue-scrapi 

salicylic  acid. 


I      i 


Fourteen  grains'  weight  of  the  foetid  tongue-scrapings  of  **</"  was  treated  w 
add  solution,  and  then  with  the  solid  acid  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  the  • 
matter  in  series  "3,"  Case  XIII.  (see  ante,  page  691).  After  mixture  n-ith  the  s: 
the  excessively  offensive  odor  of  the  stale  tongue-scrapings  almost  wholly  disappea 


Experiment  85 : 

January  4,  1876.  Both  fore-shoulders  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture 
scrapings  and  salicylic  acid. 

January  la  Animal  in  good  condition.  Lumps  the  size  of  a  large  mart 
side. 

January  13.  Lumps  as  large  as  a  filbert  on  each  side.  Skin- wound  scabbed 
detaching  the  scab  the  contents  of  the  lump  were  exposed  and  were  foun 
of  the  usual  yellowish  pasty  materiaL     Animal  in  good  health. 

January  16.  Animal  in  good  condition. 

March     1 1.  Animal  in  good  condition  and  fat.     Ulcers  have  healed. 

April       18.  Animal  perfectly  well. 
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Experiment  86 : 


January  4,  1876.  Both  fore-shoulders  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue- 
scrapings  and  salicylic  acid. 

January  la  Lumps  on  both  sides  the  size  of  a  large  marble.    Animal  in  good  condition. 

January  13.  Animal  in  good  condition.  Lumps  the  size  of  a  filbert,  and  discharging 
matter  externally. 

Jantary  26.  Animal  in  good  health,  but  paralyzed. 

March     11.  Animal  perfectly  well.     Ulcers  healing. 

Experiment  87  :• 

January  4,  1876.     Both  fore-shoulders  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue- 
scrapings  and  salicylic  acid. 
January  la     Condition  and  lumps  same  as  the  two  foregoing. 
January  13.     Lumps  the  size  of  a  small  marble ;  yellowish  pasty  matter  exuding  from 

.under  scab  over  skin*wound. 
January    26.     Animal  in  good  condition. 
February  23.     Animal  in  good  condition. 
March      11.     No  marks  of  ulceration ;  animal  fat  and  in  good  health. 

•Experiment  88 : 

January  4,  1876.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings  and 

salicylic  acid. 
January    la     Animal  lively  and  in  good  condition ;  small  lumps  on  both  sides. 
January    13.     Same  condition  as  the  others. 
January    26.     Animal  in  good^condition. 
February  20.     Killed  in  a  fight  with  another  rabbit* 

Experiment  89 : 

January  4,  1876.     Both  thighs  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue-scrapings  and 

salicylic  acid. 
,  January  la     Small  lumps  on  each  thigh. 
January  13.     Small  lumps  on  both  sides.     Skin-wounds  scabbed ;  yellowish  material 

easily  squeezed  out  from  under  scabs. 
January  23.     Dead.     No  autopsy. 

Experiment  90  : 

January  4,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  tongue- 
scrapings  and  salicylic  acid. 

January  la     Small  lumps,  but  with  boundaries  not  very  well  defined,  on  both  sides. 

January  13.  Large  scabs  at  site  of  skin- wounds  ;  yellow  creamy  matter  exuding  from 
under  the  scabs  of  nearly  as  offensive  odor  as  in  Experiment  83. 

January  16.     Dead.     No  autopsy. 
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III.— INOCULATIONS  OF  DECOMPOSED  COHN'S  SOLUTION. 

tf .  Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  sediment  from  bottle  of  decomposed  Cokiis  i 

A  large  bottle  of  Cohn*s  solution^  was  prepared  and  allowed  to  spontaneously  dec 
It  became  turbid,  acquired  a  strong  putrid  smell,  and  deposited  a  thick  pulpy  sedimeni 
and  sediment  swarmed  with  actively  moving  bacteria.  The  sediment  was  separated  t 
ing  and  used  for  the  inoculations. 

Experiment  91  : 

May  15,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pulpy  sediment 
decomposed  Cohn*s  solution. 

May  19.  Skin  of  right  thigh  snipped  and  parts  explored.  Thick  ydlowisJi  tni 
fourth  inch  wide,  connecting  skin  and  muscle- woimds  ;  material  composed  oi 
leucocytes  and  a  moderate  number  of  free  rod-bacteria. 

May  27.  Right  leg  again  explored.  The  yellow  tumor  has  considerably  inc 
size ;  leucocytes  undergoing  fatty  d^eneration  ;  bacteria  very  few.  Lcl 
plored  :  long  yellow  mass  of  the  usual  character,  over  i  inch  long  by  %  ii 
contents  contain  granular  leucocytes  and  a  very  moderate  number  of  bactc 

June    S.     The  patches  still  to  be  felt  from  without.     Skin  not  opened. 

June  22.  Left  leg  explored  :  the  tumor  has  shrunk  to  a  thin  yellowish  streal 
from  the  site  of  the  muscle-wounds  forwards  into  the  connective-tissue  ele 
filtrated  with  minute  oil-globules.  Right  leg  explored :  Thin  yellowish  laye 
to  inner  surface  of  skin-wound.  Site  of  muscle-wound  not  discoverable, 
thin  but  otherwise  seemingly  healthy. 

July  8.  Died  suddenly.  Autopsy.  —  Right  thigh  :  Small,  very  thin  yellow  deposit 
the  skin.  Left  thigh:  No  action  to  be  found.  (N.  B. — The  weather  ai 
was  intensely  hot,  and  animals  that  were  not  experimented  u]x>n  died.) 

Experiment  92 : 

May  15,  1875.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  pulpy  sediment  from  t 
posed  Cohn's  solution. 

June  8.  Animal  in  excellent  condition  ;  no  lumps  felt.  Right  leg :  Explored  ii 
way ;  nothing  near  the  skin-wound,  but  at  the  muscle-wound  was  a  lobula 
tumor,  the  size  of  a  medium-sized  pea,  lying  in  the  subcutaneous  connect 
and  connected  through  the  original  cut  in  the  aponeurosis  with  the  mu< 
stance  below.  Material  of  the  tumor  contained  leucocytes,  minute  oil  glc 
large  sacs  stuffed  with  the  same.  Only  here  and  there  an  occasional  moti< 
bacterium.  No  inflammation  or  congestion  about  the  tumor.  Left  leg 
Flat  yellow  patch  in  the  connective-tissae  near  skin -wound ;  material  e 
coherent ;  contains  connective- tissue  elements  undergoing  fatty  degeneratioi 
tes  and  sacs  filled  with  oil-globules.  Only  rarely  a  bacterium  to  be  seen  n 
The  site  of  the  muscle- wound  could  not  be  found. 

July  I  a     Animal  in  excellent  condition. 

1  Formula  for  Cohn's  solution.  Amnionic  tartrate  i  gramme,  potassic  phosphate,  magnesic  sul 
granunes  :  calcic  phosphate  .05  gramme,  distilled  water  100  c.  c 
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b.  Hypodermic  injection  of  lower  stratum  of  decomposed  Cohn^s  solution. 

The  supernatant  fluid  of  a  quart  bottle  of  decomposed  Cohn's  solution  that  had  stood  for 
'O  months  was  carefully  drawn  off  and  the  thick  semi-fluid  lowest  stratum  used  for  the 
ections.     From  four  to  ten  minims  was  the  quantity  injected  in  each  limb. 

cperiment  93 : 

March  6,  1876.     Both  thighs  injected  with  decomposed  Cohn*s  solution. 
April  13.     Lumps'on  each  side  as  big  as  pullet's  eggs. 

Kperiment  94: 

March    6,  1876.  Both  thighs  injected  with  decomposed  Cohn's  solution. 
March  26.  Dead. 

March  28.     Autopsy  48  hours  after  death  :    Lumps  on  both  sides ;  material  contained 
leucocytes  and  bacteria  in  tolerable  abundance. 

xperiment  95 : 

March  6,  1876.     Both  thighs  injected  with  decomposed  Cohn's  solution. 
April  13.     Lumps  on  both  sides;  material  contained  leucocytes,  bacteria  and  granular 
matter. 

Experiment  96: 

March    6,  1876.     Both  thighs  injected  withMecomposed  Cohn's  solution. 

March  26.     Lumps  on  both  sides. 

April    13.     Lumps  have  disappeared.     Animal  well. 

c.  Hypodermic  injection  of  decomposed  Cohn^s  solution. 

A  sample  of  Cohn's  solution  was  inoculated,   upon  making,  with  a  few  drops  of  old, 
ecomposed  Cohn's  solution,  and  allowed  to  stand  one  month.    It  was  then  itself  decomposed, 
ad  a  putrid  smell,  was  turbid,  and  swarmed  with  bacteria.     The  supernatant  fluid  was  used  , 
>r  the  injections,  sixteen  minims  being  injected  into  each  limb. 

Experiment  97 : 

April  18,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn's  solution. 
April  25.     Animal  in  fair  condition  ;  somewhat  thin,  and  coat  not  so  sleek  as  others. 

Perhaps  small  lumps,  but  not  very  distinct. 
May  2.     Animal  in  good  condition.    Right  side  lump  size  of  pea.    Left  side  lump  size  of 

bean.     Latter   pricked,   exuded  yellow   material,    containing  granular   and   fatty 

leucocytes,  and  debris ;  no  plainly  marked  bacteria. 
May    9.     No  change. 
May  22.     Both  lumps  seemingly  disappeared.     Left  leg  explored,  and  yellowish  thickened 

patch  of  connective-tissue  found  at  site  of  wound. 
June  13.     Nothing  to  be  felt. 
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Experiment  98: 

April  18,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cofaii*i 
April  25.  Animal  in  excellent  health.  Apparently  small  lamps  on  both  aifa 
May     2.     Lump  on  each  side  size  of  bean.    Left  1^  explored  :  Material  ydk 

composition,  as  in  foregoing,  but  more  shreds  of  connective-tissue.     Ana 

condition. 
May    9.     Right  lump  disappeared.     Left,  now  only  a  small  diffuse  thickenm 
May  22.     All  thickening  gone. 
June  13.     Nothing  to  be  felt. 

Experiment  99 : 

April  18,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn' 

April  25.     Animal  hearty,  apparently.     Small  lumps  in  both  thighs. 

May     2.     Animal  in  good  condition.     Right  side,  no  lump  to  be  felt ;  left 

lumpy  thickening  of  the  size  and  shape  of  a  Lima  bean ;   composition  a* 

ment  97. 
May   9.     Lump  on  left  side  same  aze. 
May  22.     Lump  on  left  side  slightly  snudler. 
June  13.     Lamp  on  left  side  diminished  to  size  of  sfdit  pea. 

Experiment  100: 

April  18,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn 

April  26.     Animal  thin,  but  otherwise  welL     Lumps  on  both  sides. 

May  2.  Left  side,  lump  twice  the  size  of  a  bean,  with  ulcerated  and  scabb< 
area  %  ^<^^  ^^^^S  ^X  H  ^"^^  wide.  On  lifting  top  of  scab  pasty  materi 
containing  granular  and  fatty  leucocytes  and  debris  and  swollen  min 
bodies,  possibly  bacteria.  Right  side,  lump  the  size  of  a  marble,  n 
Animal  thin  and  mangy. 

May    9.     Right  side,  lump  size  of  bean.     Left  side,  slight  thickening  only. 

May  22.     Right  side,  lump  size  of  small  pea.     Left  side,  thickening  disappear 

June  13.     Right  lump  also  disappeared. 


d.  Hypodermic  injection  of  decomposed  Cohn*s  solution  after  filtration  tkroi 

clay. 

Some  of  the  same  sample  of  Cohn*s  solution  as  was  used  in  <*f  "  was  filter 
the  porous  clay  cylinder  (see  ante,  page  701).  Two  minims  of  fluid  was  obtaii 
filtrate  was  clear,  odorless,  and  wholly  free  from  bacteria  or  other  solid  elements. 

Experiment  loi : 

April  18,  1876.     The  two  minims  of  dear  filtrate  was  injected  into  the  righ 
rabbit. 

April  26.     Animal  in  excellent  condition.     No   dgn  of  a  lump. 

May  2.     Animal  in  fine  condition.     Nothing  to  be  felt. 

June  13.     Same  as  on  May  2. 
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t.  Hypodermicinjection  of  decomposed  Cohtf^s  solution^  after  filtration  through  many 

thicknesses  of  paper. 

The  same  sample  of  Cohn*s  solution  used  in  «*r"  and  "^"  was  filtered  through  sue- 
sssive  paper  filters  as  follows,  a  fresh  filter  or  filters  being  taken  each  time :  Single,  twice  ; 
ouble,  twice  ;  triple,  once ;  quadruple,  four  times.  The  filtrate  was  faintly  opalescent  only, 
nd  had  entirely  lost  the  original  putrid  smelL     It  contained  but  a  few  active  bacteria. 

Experiment  102: 

April  18,  1876.     Eight  minims  of  the  filtrate  injected  into  each  thigh  of  a  rabbit. 

April  25.  Animal  in  excellent  condition.     No  lumps  to  be  felt. 

May     2.  Same  as  on  April  25.     Left  1^  explored  ;  nothing  to  be  found. 

June  13.  Everything  perfectly  normal 

Experiment  103: 

April  18,  1876.     Same  procedure  ;  same  history ;  same  results  as  in  Experiment  102. 

Experiment  104: 

April  18,  1876.     Same  procedure ;  same  history  ;  same  results  as  in  Experiment  102. 

Experiment  105  : 

April  18,  1876.     Same  procedure;  same  history  ;  same  results  as  in  Experiment  102. 

/.  Hypodermic  injection  of  decomposed  Cohtfs  solution, 

A  sample  of  Cohn*s  solution  was  inoculated  with  one  fluid  ounce  of  old  decomposed 
*ohn's  solution.  It  was  used  for  the  following  injections  three  weeks  later,  was  then 
loroughly  decomposed,  smelling  strongly  putrid  and  swarming  with  living  bacteria.  Each 
ijection  was  sucteen  minims  taken  from  the  upper  stratum  of  the  bottle. 

Experiment  106: 

June  13,  1876.     Both  thighs  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn's  solution. 

June  20.     Large  flat  area  of  thickening  on  right  side  about  one  inch  in  diameter.     Left 
side,  lump  the  size  of  a  bean. 

June  27.     The  thickened  patch  on  the  right  side  has  ulcerated ;  left  side,  no  change. 
Animal  thin  and  poorly. 

Experiment  107  : 

June  13,  1876.     Both  thighs  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn's  solution. 
June  20.     Nothing  to  be  felt  on  either  side. 
June  27.     Nothing  to  be  felt  on  either  side. 
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Experiment  io8: 

June  13,  1S76.  Both  thighs  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn*s  solutioi 
June  2a     Right  side,  very  small  thickening  to  be  felt,  like  a  string  with 

end.     Left  side,  lump  the  size  of  a  split  pea. 
June  27.     Right  side,  thickening  disappeared.     Left  side,  lump  size  of  a ! 

Experiment  109: 

June  30,  1876.  Both  thighs  injected  with  the  decomposed  Cohn's  solutioi 
June  2a     Right  side,  considerable  diffuse  thickening  to  be  felt,  like  a  be 

cotton ;  left  side,  very  little,  if  any  thickening. 
June  27.     Thickening  on   right  side   disappeared  ;  cord  of  thickening, 

developed  on  left  side.     None  of  the  animals  of  this  series  showed  i 

of  their  general  health. 

^.  Hypodermic  injection  of  decomposed  Cohn's  solution  after  thorough 

Into  the  nozzle  of  a  funnel  a  rubber  cap,  pierced  with  a  small  hole,  was  : 
Fluid  poured  in  the  funnel  thus  armed  escaped  through  the  hole  in  the  rubber 
by  drop,  and  about  as  fast  as  in  ordinary  filtration.  Some  of  the  same  Cohn 
in  **/"  was  Ihen  passed  through  this  plugged  funnel  nine  successive  timi 
aeration,  the  solution  was  of  course  as  turbid  as  ever,  but  it  had  entirely  lost  t 
it  originally  had,  a  slightly  mawkish  odor  alone  remaining.  Sixteen  minims 
solution  was  used  in  each  of  the  following  injections  : 

Experiment  no: 

June  13,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  aerated  Cohn's 
June  2a  Right  side,  nothing  to  be  felt ;  left  side,  lump  the  size  of  a  larj 
June  27.     Right  side,  lump  size  of  a  shot ;  left  side,  lump  size  of  a  split  i 

Experiment  in: 

June  13,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  aerated  Cohn's 
June  20.     Right  side,  lump  size  of  a  marble  ;  left  side,  lump  size  of  a  be 
June  27.     Right  side,  lobular  diffuse  lump,  size  of  a  Lima  bean ;  left   sid 
like  thickening. 

Experiment  112: 

June  13,  1876.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  mjected  with  the  aerated  Cohn' 
June  20.     Both  sides,  lumps  size  of  a  large  |)ea. 
June  27.     Both  sides,  lumps  size  of  a  large  bean. 

Experiment  113: 

June  13,  1876.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  aerated  Cohn's 
June  20.  Right  side,  lump  size  of  a  large  jMia  ;  left  side,  lump  size  of  a  I 
June  27.     Both  sides,  lumps  size  of  a  large  liean.     These  were  pricked, 

yellowish  creamy  material  exuded  on  pressure.     None  of  the  animal 

buffered  any  impairment  of  their  general  health. 
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IV.— INOCULATIONS  OF  PUTRID  INFUSION  OF  CALF'S  LIVER. 
a.  Hypodermic  injection  of  the  putrid  liver  infusion. 

Pieces  of  calf's  liver  were  infused  in  water,  and  after  a  few  days  the  infusion  was  used  for 
experimentation.  The  fluid  had  an  intensely  strong  putrid  smell,  and  swarmed  with  living 
bacteria. 

Experiment  114: 

November  12,  1875.     ^"^^  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  putrid  infusion. 

November  15.  Small  yellowish- white  tumor  found  in  the  connective- tissue  at  site  of 
injection,  identical  in  appearance  with  those  occurring  after  inoculation  with  diph- 
theritic membrane,  tongue-scrapings,  etc. 

b.  Hypodermic  injection  of  putrid  liver 'infusion  after  filtration  through  porous  clay. 
Some  of  the  infusion  of  **  «  "  was  drawn  through  the  porous  clay-cylinder. 

Experiment  115  : 

November  12,  1875.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with   the  clear   filtrate  (three 

minims). 
November  15.     No  discoverable  effect. 

c.  Hypodermic  injection  of  putrid  liver-infusion  after  filtration  through  paper. 

Some  of  the  infusion  of  **  a"  was  filtered  through  a  single  paper  filter,  and  some  through 
a  double  filter,  so  managed  that  four  thicknesses  of  paper  were  everywhere  presented  to  the 
fluid.     The  filtrate  in  both  cases  showed  no  rod-bacteria,  but  multitudes  of  minute  granules. 

Experiment  116 : 

November  12,  1875.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  filtrate  from  the  single 

filter. 
November  15.     No  discoverable  effect. 

Experiment  117  : 

November  12,  1875.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  filtrate  from  the  double 

filter. 
November  15.     No  discoverable  effect. 

d.  Inoculation  of  solid  residue  from  putrid  liver-infusion^  after  evaporation  by  boilings  and 
treatment  with  boiling  absolute  alcohol. 

About  nine  fluid  ounces  of  the  unfiltered  infusion  was  boiled  continuously  until  it  was 
nearly  evaporated  to  dryness.     The  solid  residue  was  then  further  boiled  with  absolute  alcohol, 
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and  the  alcohol  then  removed  by  filtratibn.    The  moist  residue  on  the  filter  was 
lation  in  one  case,  and,  mixed  with  water,  for  hypodermic  injection,  in  another 

Experiment  i  iS : 

November  12.  1S75.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  moist  re5>i 
November  15.     Large  lump  at  site  of  inoculation,  of  the  usual  character. 

Experiment  119 : 

November  12,  1875.     ^^^  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  moist  resid 
water. 

November  15.     Large  lump,  as  in  foregoing. 

e.  Hypodermic  injection  of  alcoholic  solution  from  residue  of  ez'aporated 

infusion. 

The  alcoholic  filtrate  of  **  ^'*  was  used  for  the  injection. 

Experiment  120: 

November  12,  1875.     One  thigh  of  a  rabbit  injected  with  the  alcoholic  fil 
November  15.     No  discoverable  effect. 


v.— INOCULATIONS  OF  SAND. 

Sand  was  roasted,  and  allowed  to  cool.     Some  was  used  for  inoculati< 
after  mixing  into  a  pulp  with  a  little  of  Liebig*s  extract  of  meat. 

Experiment  121  :  • 

May  15,  1875.     Both  thighsof  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  dry  sand. 

May  19.  Animal  in  good  condition ;  nothing  to  be  felt.  L^s  < 
found  encapsuled,  each  grain  by  itself.     No  yellow  tumor  ;  no  signs  oi 

May  27.  Legs  explored ;  thin  line  of  slightly  thi^ened  connective-tissu* 
sand  particles  connecting  skin  and  muscle-wound.  No  yellow  ttur 
cytes ;  no  bacteria. 

May  31.     Animal  perfectly  well. 

Experiment  122 : 

May  15,  1875.     Same  procedure,  history  and  results  as  in  Experiment  12 

Experiment  123 : 

May  15,  1S75.  Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  mixture  of  s 
extract.     Subsequent  history  and  results  same  as  in  Experiment  121. 

Experiment  124 : 

May  15,  1875.     Same  procedure,  hbtory  and  results  as  in  Experiment  12 
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VI.— INOCULATIONS  OF  SALICYLIC  ACID. 

a.   Inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  solid  salicylic  acid. 

Some  of  Squibb*s  unbleached  salicylic  acid  was  mixed  into  a  paste  with  water,  and  inocu- 
lated in  the  usual  way. 

Experiment  125  : 

May  28,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  paste  of  salicylic  acid. 

June  4.  Animal  in  excellent  condition.  Skin-wounds  closed  by  scabs,  without  thick- 
ening. Left  side  :  A  depression  felt  over  site  of  muscle-wound.  Skin  snipped,  and 
parts  explored.  No  sign  whatever  of  any  lesion  in  the  connective-tissue.  The  hole 
•  made  by  the  original  muscle-wound  remained  as  an  excavation  %  inch  in  diameter, 
presenting  a  brown-colored  surface.  The  material  of  this  bro^a^n  layer  of  tissue  con- 
sisted of  connective-tissue  elements,  blood- corpuscles,  and  muscular  fibres  in  a  state 
of  unnatural  stiffness,  shrinkage,  and  brownish  discoloration — an  appearance  similar 
to  what  is  produced  in  muscle  by  the  action  of  weak  chromic  acid.  No  sign  of  pus, 
or  of  irritation  of  tissues  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  muscle-wound. 

July    I.     Skin  and  muscle-wounds  completely  healed.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

July  la     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  126 : 

May  28,  1875.     ^<^'^  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  paste  of  salicylic  acid. 
Jime    4.     Skin  of  thighs  snipped  and  parts  explored.     Appearances  identical  with  those 

of  foregoing  experiment  at  same  date. 
June  24.     Animal  well ;  nothing  to  be  felt  from  without ;  legs  not  explored. 
July   10.     Animal  in  good  condition. 

Experiment  127 : 

May  28,  1875.     Both  thighs  of  a  rabbit  inoculated  with  the  paste  of  salicylic  acid. 
June  4.     Animal  in  excellent  condition.    No  thickening  to  be  felt,  and  on  opening  skin, 

no  lesion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  skin-wound. 
June  12.     Animal  in  excellent  health. 

b.  Hypodermic  injection  of  salicylic  cuid  dissolved  in  aqueous  solution  of  sodic  phosphate. 

The  rabbits  used  in  this  and  the  following  series  of  experiments  were  all  of  the  same 
litter ;  small  animals,  weighing  i  X  pounds  each. 

Experiment  128: 

March  12,  1875.  Injected  following  solution  ;  Salicylic  acid,  5  grains  ;  sodic  sulphate, 
15  grains;  water,  25  minims.  For  the  following  two  hours  animal  somewhat  stupid 
and  quiet  ;  respirations  quickened.     No  interference  with  any  of  the  functions. 

March  13.     Animal  lively,  apparently  as  well  as  ever. 
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Experiment  129: 

March  15,  1875.  Injected  following  solution  by  six  different  punctures  ov< 
belly:  Salicylic  acid,  10  grains;  sodic  sulphate,  30  grains;  water,  1 
The  injecting  occupied  seven  minutes.  Immediate  effects  generally  sim: 
in  Experiment  128,  but  shock-like  condition  more  pronounced. 

March  16.     Animal  lively  and  well. 


Experiment  130: 

March  16,  1875.  Injected  into  same  rabbit  used  in  Experiment  129,  i 
solution  by  three  different  punctures  :  Salicylic  acid,  10  grains ;  sodic  p 
grains  ;  water,  50  minims.  Animal  became  soon  quiet  and  dull,  but  in 
brightened  somewhat.  One  hour  after  the  injections,  fell  upon  side,  una 
Fifteen  minutes  later  opisthotonic  convulsions  set  in,  and  for  the  follow 
condition  remained  the  same. 

March  17,8  o'clock  a.  m.  Found  dead  and  stiff.  Autopsy  at  3. 1 5  o*cloc 
twenty- four  hours  after  the  injections  :  Connective- tissue  under  skin  o 
abdomen  infiltrated  with  serum,  striking  a  violet  color  on  addition  ol 
ferric  chloride  (a  test  for  salicylic  acid).  Ecchymoses  at  sites  of  inj 
opening  abdominal  cavity  it  was.  found  that  thie  needle  of  the  injec 
had  pierced  the  thin  wall  of  the  abdomen  and  \%^unded  the  peritoneui 
No  other  lesion,  traumatic  or  otherwise,  of  any  abdominal  or  thoracic  c 
the  central  nervous  ^stem.  Bladder  distended  with  four  fluid  drachnis  oi 
giving  deep  violet  color  on  addition  of  the  ferric  salt.  Contents  of  sn 
and  alcoholic  extract  of  the  brain  also  give  the  reaction  with  iron,  but  1 
tents  of  the  stomach,  nor  the  cut  surface  of  the  lungs,  nor  blood  tak 
heart. 


Experiment  131  : 

March  17,  1875.  Same  procedure  as  in  Experiment  130,  care  being  taken  1 
the  abdominal  walls.  Animal  quiet  and  dull  shortly  after  the  injecti< 
seriously  affected. 

March  18.     Animal  lively  and  well. 
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Experiment  132  : 

March  17,  1875.  Injected  following  solution  by  seven  different  puncture 
acid,  15  grains  ;  sodic  phosphate,  45  grains  ;  water,  75  minims.  Imm< 
similar  to  those  of  Experiment  131. 

March  18.  Animal  lively  and  well. 

Experiment  133: 

March  19,  1875.  Injected  following  solution  by  ten  separate  punctures.  Sj 
24  grains;  sodic  phosphate,  72  grains  ;  water,  160  minims.  The  inject 
half  an  hour.  Animal  after  last  injection  quiet  and  dull  with  increased 
respiration.     Fifteen  minutes  later,  fell  over  on  side  with  legs  rigid  and 
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back,  and  in  seven  minutes  thoreafter  died.  Autopsy  immediately :  Connective- 
tissue  at  most  points  of  injection  infiltrated  with  blood,  with  many  ecchymoses  in 
the  neighborhood  ;  coagula  of  a  dirty  reddish-brown  on  the  edges.  No  lesions  of 
any  organ,  traumatic  or  otherwise.  Urine  in  bladder,  faeces  in  small  intestine, 
blood  in  heart,  aqueous  humor,  alcoholic  decoction  of  brain,  all  give  a  violet  color 
on  addition  of  solution  of  ferric  chloride. 


€,     Hypodermic  injection  of  simple  aqueous  solution  of  sodic  phosphate ^  and  of  pure  water 

as  control  experiments  to  the  foregoing. 
Experiment  134: 

March  15,  1 875.  Injected  the  following  solution  by  six  separate  punctures:  sodic  phos- 
phate, 30  grains;  water,  100  minims  (same  solution  as  in  Experiment  129,  only 
minus  the  salicylic  acid).     Results  same  as  in  Experiment  129. 

Experiment  135  : 

March  16,  1875.  Same  procedure  and  results  as  in  Experiment  134. 

Experiment  136: 

March  16,  1875.  Injected  by  six  separate  punctures  100  minims  of  pure  water.  Animal 
quiet  and  dull  for  fifteen  minutes. 

March  17.  Animal  lively  and  well. 

Experiment  137 : 

March  24,  1875.  Injected  the  following  solution  by  ten  separate  punctures  :  sodic  phos- 
phate, 72  grains  ;  water  160  minims  (same  solution  as  in  experiment  133  only  minus 
the  salicylic  acid).  Animal  became  immediately  quiet  and  dull,  breathing  fast. 
Two  hours  later  fell  over  on  side  in  convulsions ;  legs  rigid  and  twitching,  but  in 
seven  minutes  regained  the  feet  and  remained  sitting  quietly. 

March  25  (twenty-four  hours  after  last  observation).  Has  eaten  nothing ;  sits  heavy  and 
dull  with  eyes  half  closed  ;  on  pushing  gently,  fell  over  on  side  and  pawed  ineffectu- 
ally to  regain  feet.     Died  quietly  half  an  hour  later. 

March  26.  Autopsy  :  No  lesion  of  any  organ,  traumatic  or  otherwise,  but  subcutaneous 
connective-tissue  deeply  and  generally  infiltrated  with  serum. 


VII.— INOCULATIONS  OF  SALICYLIC  ACID  AND  VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Frank  P.  Foster  these  inoculations  were  made  at  his  estab- 
lishment by  Dr.  W.  F.  Cushman  and  Mr.  H.  Lawrence,  in  presence  of  Dr.  Satterthwaite. 
Solutions  were  prepared  as  follows :  I.  Salicylic  acid,  i  part ;  distilled  water,  500  parts. 
II.  Salicylic  acid,  i  part ;  sodic  phosphate,  3  parts ;  distilled  water,  250  parts.  III.  Sodic 
phosphate,  3  parts  ;  distilled  water,  250  parts.  All  being  in  readiness  for  the  vaccinations, 
three  portions  of  pure  fresh  vaccine  lymph  were  mixed  with  equal  volumes  of  these  solutions, 
respectively,  and  the  mixtures  allowed  to  stand  one  minute  before  being  used  for  vaccination. 
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Experiment  176  to  186  inclusive  : 


March  22*  1S75.  Fresh  human  urine  was  boiled,  filtered,  and  then  chained  ' 
unbleached  salicylic  acid,  as  per  table  below.  The  test  tubes  were 
eighl  days. 
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EKperiments  187  to  196  inclusive: 

April  29,  1 875.  The  following  aqueous  solutions  of  Squibb*s  pure  saliq 
made  by  the  addition  of  a  little  sodic  phosphate :  i :  100,  250,  500, 
1,500,  2,500,  3,000,  5,000,  10,000.  Two  fluid  drachms  of  each  solu 
into  a  test-tube,  and  then  the  test-tubes  were  severally  inoculated  w; 
each  of  a  strong,  putrid  beef-decoction.  The  tubes  were  finally  loosely 
cottoti.  The  tubes  were  examined  at  intervals,  wth  the  following  re 
solutions  weaker  than  1-1500  began  to  turn  cloudy  almost  immediate 
loHing  solutions  were  found  cloudy  on  the  days  stated  respectively :  1 
6th  day,  i-iooo  on  the  28th ;  1-750  and  1-500  were  clear  on  the  28th  < 
found  cloudy  on  the  74th,  no  observation  having  been  made  between 
1-250  and  I -100  remained  clear  during  the  whole  78  days  of  the  observ 

Experiments  197  to  206  inclusive : 

April  29,  1875.  Precisely  similar  experiments  were  made  with  Squibb* 
salicylic  acid.     The  results  were  practically  identical  with  the  foregoinj 


\ 


/ 


i 


I 


\  I 


II 


'1^1 


I  • 


M 


-I 


M 


AT  ON   PNEUMONIA. 


The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  the 

from  acute  pneumonia  occurring  in  New  York  from 

)  March  i,  1875.     By  the  kindness  of  the  Board  of 

1  nished  with  the  entire  record  of  such  cases,  and  from 

i  those  which  seemed  to  be  uncomplicated  cases  of  acute 

The  whole  number  of  such  deaths  during  this  period  of 

IS  7,873.     The  number  of  deaths  at  different  ages  can 

.able   L — nearly  half  the  entire  number  was  in  children 

years  old.     In  persons  older  than  five  years  the  least  mor- 

>   in  persons  from  ten   to   twenty  years   old  ;  the  greatest 

in  those  from  forty  to  fifty  years  old. 

season  of  the  year  at  which  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 

aeumonia  occur  can  be  seen  from  Tables  II.,  III.,  and  IV. 

ible  II.  gives  the  mortality  for  the  different  months  of  the  four 

i  in  children  under  five  years  old ;  Table  III.  the   mortality  in 

sons  |Over   five   years   old ;   Table  IV.  the  mortality  in  persons 

venty  years  old  and  over. 

It  will  be  seen  in  all  three  tables  that  the  majority  of  the  cases 
ccur  in  the  three  spring  months,  March,  April,  May,  and  the  three 
/inter  months,  December,  January,  and  February  ;  the  minority  of 
:ases  in  the  three  summer  months,  June,  July,  and  August. 

In  persons  over  five  years  old  the  curves  are  very  regular,  and  the 
lifference  between  the  spring  and  winter  months  and  the  rest  of  the 
/ear  very  striking. 

In  persons  over  seventy  years  old  the  same  law  seems  to  prevail. 
In  children  under  five  years  old  the  curves  are  much  less  regular. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  in  children  pneumonia  so  frequently 
bllows  other  diseases. 
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In  Table  V.  is  given  the  lowest  temperature  and  the  mean  daily 
range  of  temperature  for  each  month  in  the  year,  for  the  four  yeari 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  curves  of  mortality  correspond  in.  genera 
with  those  of  temperature,  the  greatest  mortality  corresponding  to  tk 
lowest  temperature. 

In  1871-72,  however,  the  mortality  is  greater  in  April  and  Feb- 
ruary than  corresponds  with  the  temperature,  but  in  each  of  those 
months  the  daily  range  of  temperature  is  greater  than  usual. 

In  1872-73  the  two  months  of  greatest  mortaHt>%  March  and 
January,  are  those  in  which  the  temperature  was  the  lowest. 

In  1873-74  the  most  fatal  spring  month  was  May,  although 
the  temperature  was  not  ver>'  low  nor  the  daily  range  of  temperature 
very  great.  February,  however,  shows  both  the  greatest  mortalit)- 
and  the  lowest  temperature  of  the  three  winter  months. 

In  1 874- 1 875  April  was  the  most  fatal  of  the  spring  months, 
the  temperature  was  low,  and  the  daily  range  of  temperature  great 
In  January  the  mortality  was  greater  than  in  any  single  month  of  the 
four  years.  The  temperature  was  low,  and  the  daily  range  of  temper- 
ature much  greater  than  usual. 

So  far  as  these  four  years  go,  they  seem  to  show  that  in  person? 
over  five  years  old  the  combination  of  low  temperature  with  great 
daily  range  of  temperature  is  accompanied  with  a  large  number  01 
deaths  from  pneumonia. 

In  children  under  five  years  old  the  curves  of  mortality  do  not 
seem  to  correspond  very  closely  either  with  the  lowest  temperature  or 
the  daily  range  of  temperature. 

In  Table  VI.  is  given  the  mean  height  of  the  barometer  for  eacn 
month  of  the  four  years.  There  seems  to  be  no  close  relation  be- 
tween the  height  of  the  barometer  and  the  mortality.  The  greatest 
mortalities  seem  to  correspond  to  rather  a  low  barometer. 

In  Table  VII.  is  given  the  mean  humidity  for  each  month  of  the 
four  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  spring  and  winter  months 
there  is  some  correspondence  between  the  degree  of  humidit}*  and  tiie 
mortality — the  greater  the  humidity  the  greater  the  mortality.  Tbi^ 
is  especially  the  case  if  a  low  temperature  exists  at  the  same  time  a> 
a  high  degree  of  humidity. 

In  Table  VIII.  is  given  the  duration  of  the  disease  in  day>  :n 
children  under  five  years  old,  in  persons  from  five  to  seventy  year^ 
old,  and  in  persons  over  seventy.     The  duration  is  only  given  up  to 
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"^  twenty-eight  days,  as  I  did  not  feel  sure  of  the  records  beyond  that 

time. 
""         It  will  be  seen  that  the  disease  seems  to  show  a  preference  for 
^  terminating  fatally  on  the  seventh,  tenth,  fourteenth,  twenty-first,  and 

twenty-eighth  days.     It  may  be,  however,  that  this  is  partly  to  be 
'-  explained   by  the   habits  of  many  physicians  of  writing   one,   two, 
:  three  or  four  weeks,  instead  of  the  exact  number  of  days. 
^-  So  far  as  the  tables  go,  they  seem  to  confirm  the  old  idea  that 

pneumonia  is  a  local  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  not  due  to  malaria,  or 
*    sewer  gas,  or  bacteria  poisoning,  but  to  the  condition  of  the  weather. 

Yours,  truly, 

FRANC1.S  DELAFIELD,  M.  D. 


HYDROPHOBIA  IN  DOGS  AND  OTHER  AN 

AND   THE   SANITARY   PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  ITS  TRANS\ 
TO  THE   HUMAN   RACE. 


til 


W.  De  F.  Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — The  subject  of  hydrophobia  has  been  recently  attrac 
than  ordinary  attention,  not  only  here,  but  also  throughoi 
and  England,  particularly  the  latter  country,  in  the  north 
canine  madness  has  for  several  years  been  prevailing  to  an 
extent.  On  account  of  its  undue  frequency  there  has  been  ] 
considerable  discussion  as  to  the  character  of  rabies,  and  dui 
ruary  last  a  number  of  communications  upon  the  subject  ap[ 
the  London  Lancet.  In  this  correspondence  the  Hon.  Gr; 
Berkeley,  the  well-known  sportsman,  maintains  the  remarkab 
that  there  are  tivo  distinct  forms  of  rabies  canina — one  hydr 
pure  and  simple,  characterized  by  2i  dread  of  water  ^  and  comn 
by  inoculation — another  attributable  solely  to  distemper ^  not 
by  2X[y  fear  of  water ^  and  incapable  of  transmission.  The  fi 
viz.,  genuine  hydrophobia ^  he  considers  so  extremely  rare  z 
scarcely  ever  observed.  These  singular  views  are  warmly  end 
Dr.  E.  P.  Philpots,  whose  confidence  in  their  truth  is  so  str< 
he  expresses  his  anxious  desire  to  be  bitten  by  some  so-calh 
animal.  Considering  the  dangerous  influence  of  such  positi^ 
ions  upon  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  it  might  almost  be  ho] 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  science,  the  docto 
should  be  speedily  gratified.* 


*  A  melancholy  instance  of  the  fatal  results  of  the  same  incredulity  has  lately  been  witnessed 
by  hydrophobia  on  June  17,  1874,  of  Mr.  Francis  Buder,  long  prominent  in  this  dty  as  a  canine 
and  dealer  in  the  rarer  breeds  of  dogs.  Mr.  Butler  was  an  accomplished  gendeman,  a  linguist,  a 
several  excellent  treatises  relating  to  dogs.  He  was  devoted  to  a  profession  in  which  his  innate  fon 
canine  race  had  induced  him  to  engage.  Some  six  weeks  previous  to  his  death  he  was  severly 
thumb  while  administering  medicine  to  a  Spitz  with  suspicious  symptoms  ;  but  confident  in  his  pc< 
—one  similar  to  that  of  Sir  G.  Berkeley — he  neglected  the  proper  precautions,  and  soon  alter  fell  a 
home  in  Brooklyn  to  the  deadly  invasion  of  the  rabific  virus. 
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The  principal  opposition  to  the  views  of  these  gentlemen  has 
come  from  Mr.  George  Fleming,  Veterinary  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
Engineers,  a  scientific  man,  and  author  of  a  recent  work*  upon  hydro- 
phobia. Mr.  Fleming's  remarks  are  somewhat  caustic,  but  so  utterly 
destructive  of  the  absurd  doctrine  enunciated  by  Sir  Grantley 
Berkeley  that  the  latter  excuses  himself  from  replying  to  them,  on  the 
ground  of  presumed  personalities,  t 

In  New  York  City,  during  March  and  April  of  the  present  year, 
four  persons  perished  from  hydrophobia,  and  new  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject was  thereby  awakened.  Although  in  1873  no  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease were  reported,  its  human  victims  within  the  four  preceding  years 
had  amounted  to  no  less  than  twenty-one.  During  the  twenty  years 
ending  with  1874,  its  mortality  in  this  city  has  been  as  follows  :  In 
1855  there  occurred  four  deaths;  in  1856,  three  deaths  ;  in  1857,  two 
deaths  ;  in  1858,  no  deaths  ;  in  1859,  two  deaths  ;  in  i860,  no  deaths  ; 
in  1861,  five  deaths;  in  1862,  one  death;  in  1863,  three  deaths;  in 
1864,  one  death  ;  in  1865,  three  deaths  ;  in  1866,  two  deaths ;  in  1867, 
four  deaths  ;  in  1868,  one  death  ;  in  1869,  five  deaths  ;  in  1 870,  three 
deaths;  in  1 871,  seven  deaths;  in  1872,  six  deaths;  in  1873,  no 
deaths;  in  1874,  five  deaths. 

Many  physicians  of  long  practice  have  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  meeting  with  this  affection  in  either  man  or  other  creatures  ;  and 
although  most  medical  men  are  more  or  less  acquainted  with  its 
symptoms  in  the  human  subject,  as  delineated  in  the  text-books,  its 
history  and  many  interesting  facts  in  connection  with  its  occurrence 
among  the  lower  animals,  are  not  generally  familiar  to  the  profession. 
It  is  believed  that  a  better  acquaintance  with  such  facts  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  practicable  and  effectual  measures  for  our  own  pro- 
tection against  the  disease,  in  cities  more  especially,  are  of  sufficient 

*  This  work  is  entitled  "  Rabies  and  Hydrophobia — their  history,  nature,  causes,  symptoms,  and  preven- 
tion." It  is  a  very  complete  trea^tisc  upon  the  subject  and  has  afibrded  me  much  material  for  the  presenl 
report. 

t  The  existence  of  hydrophobia  sui gentris^  as  produced  by  a  specific  virus,  was  denied  by  Bosquillon 
toward  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  the  same  idea  has  been  more  recently  adopted  by  Maschka  and 
Lorinser.  As  late  as  the  last  century  no  fewer  than  seven  varieties  of  hydrophobia  were  accepted  by  some 
writers.  Of  the  seven  only  two  were  regarded  as  incurable.  Linnaeus  divided  the  disease  into  two  distinct 
genera— viz.,  rabies  and  hydrophobia.  The  former  he  thus  defined:  "  Desiderium  mordendi  lacerandique 
utnocuos  *'  :  and  the  latter,  *'  Aversatio  potuUntorum  cum  rigore  et  sardiaxiy''  adding  "  seepius  prtecedenti 
mar  it  at  a.""  In  the  fourth  century,  Oribasius  of  Pergamus,  physician  to  Julian  the  Apostate,  in  writing  on 
hydrophobia,  regarded  it  as  generally  fatal ;  but  he  spoke  also  of  a  curable  form  of  the  disease  due  to  other 
causes  than  the  bite  of  an  animal.  The  absurd  opinion  that  hydrophobia  may  originate  from  the  bite  of  a 
healthy  dog  is  unworthy  of  discussion  by  scientific  men  of  the  present  day  (see  foot  note,  page  756). 


importance  to  sanitary  science  to  be  eaibodied  in  a  special 
which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  present. 

Hydrophobia  is  a  remarkable  disease,  to  which  both  the  hurna 
species,  and  probably  all  of  the  brute  creation »  are  subject.    In 
amining  its  history  we  find  that  the  Hebrev%^  writers  are  altog<' 
silent  with  regard  to  it»  and  we  can  discov^er  only  rare  alliisioBst 
among  other  authors  previous  to  the  Christian  era.     Such  refercn 
however,  are  sufficient  to  ijidicatethatj  although  it  may  not  ha\*ebca 
so  prevalent  among  the  nations  oT  antiquity  as  among  those  of  n: 
modern  periods,  yet  it  was  in  very  ancient   times  recognized 
peculiar  disorder  infesting  certain  animals,  and  even  man  himself 

The  earliest  distinct  mention  of  the  disease  occurs  in  a  Hir 
medical  work  of  great  antiquity,  dating  probably  as  far  back  as  m:.- 
or  ten  centuries  before  Christ,  written  by  a  renowned  physician  namei 
Susruta.*  It  is  obser^^ed  therein  that  ^vhen  dogs^  jackals,  foKCSw 
wolves,  bears,  or  tigers  become  rabid,  they  foam  at  the  moodi. 
which  remains  open,  and  from  which  flows  saliva;  their  tails  hanj 
down ;  they  do  not  hear  or  see  well  ;  they  snap  at  and  bite  one  in- 
other,  and  thus  communicate  the  same  malady.  The  symptoms  of 
hydrophobia  in  human  beings  who  have  been  bitten  are  likewise 
detailed  briefly,  and  arc  said  to  terminate  in  convubions  and  deaA 
Scarification  of  the  wound  and  burning  it  with  boiling  ghre^^  sort 
of  oil  made  from  butter — are  recommended,  as  well  as  various  afl- 
tidotes  to  be  subsequently  administered.  This  concise  and  remark- 
ably accurate  description  of  the  affection,  with  suggestions  for 
treatment,  may  be  regarded  as  an  epitome  of  all  ancient  and 
modern  research  upon  the  subject. 

Homer    is   supposed    by   some    authors,   though    without  mudr 
reason,    in    my   opinion,  to    allude   to   hydrophobia   in   the   lUad* 
where  Hector  is  compared  to  a  raging  dog.     There    are   two  p3^ 
sages  in  Hippocrates  which   appear  to  indicate  that  the  physiciaii 
of  Cos  had  observed  its  characteristic  symptoms  in  man,  but  failed 
to    regard    it    otherwise    than   as  a  variety  of   idiopathic    phreaitis. 
His  CO  temporary,  Democritus  (the  laughing  philosopher),  howc^xr, 
who  was  a  famous  traveler,  had  probably  encountered  the  disease 
in  foreign  parts,  as  he  was  evidently  well  acquainted  with  its  most 
striking  peculiarities.     We  are  informed  by  the  distinguished  Roman 
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physician  Coelius  Aurelianus,  that  Democritus,  in  a  treatise  upon 
Opisthotonos,  had  described  the  affection  in  the  human  subject, 
admitting  its  origin  from  the  bite  of  rabid  animals,  but  considering 
it  simply  as  a  form  of  tetanus. 

Theocritus  and  Plato  refer  to  rabies  among  wolves.  Aristotle, 
in  his  History  of  Animals,  remarks  that  dogs  are  afflicted  with 
madness,  quinsy,  and  gout ;  that  the  first  renders  them  furious  and 
inclined  to  bite  other  animals,  who  thereupon  also  become  rabid  ; 
and  that  all  animals  except  man  are  liable  to  be  seized  with  and 
destroyed  by  the  malady  so  engendered.  The  physicians  Arte- 
midorus,  Gains,  and  Asclepiades  also  mention  the  disease,  and  it  is 
alluded  to  by  Zenophon  and  Epicharmus. 

In  the  early  portions  of  the  Christian  era  references  to  the  affec- 
tion by  physicians,  poets,  and  other  writers  become  more  frequent. 
M.  Artorius,  the  friend  and  medical  attendant  of  Augustus,  speaks  of 
it,  in  a  treatise  upon  the  subject,  as  being  situated  in  the  stomach. 
Gratius  Faliscus,  a  poet  of  the  same  period,  describes  rabies  in  a 
work  entitled  the  Cynegeticon.  Virgil,  in  his  Georgics,  classes 
rabies  among  the  distempers  of  cattle  and  sheep,  induced  by  a  pes- 
tilential condition  of  the  atmosphere.  Ovid  speaks  of  a  rabid  she- 
wolf  and  rabid  centaurs,  and  Pliny  of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog. 
Horace  employs  the  expression  rabies  canis,  in  a  figurative  sense, 
applying  it  to  the  fierce  heat  of  the  dog-star.  The  disease  is  men- 
tioned by  Columella,  a  writer  on  husbandry,  in  the  first  century, 
who  alludes  to  an  opinion  common  among  shepherds  that  a  dog  may 
be  ensured  against  rabies  by  biting  off  the  last  bone  of  its  tail  on  the 
fortieth  day  after  birth.  This  is  still  a  popular  superstition  among 
dog-fanciers  in  some  countries.  Suetonius  refers  to  wild  animals 
affected  with  madness.  Eumedes,  a  physician  in  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  makes  some  interesting  observations  upon  the  disease,  re- 
marking that  even  the  shedding  of  tears  will  excite  spasms  in  an 
affected  person.  Dioscorides,  in  the  time  of  Nero,  appears  to  be  the 
first  who  claims  to  have  actually  treated  the  disease.  Both  he  and 
Galen  describe  it  as  attacking  animals  and  men,  and  agree  in  the 
opinion  of  its  communicability  from  the  former  to  the  latter  by  con- 
tact of  the  morbid  saliva  with  the  second  skin.  But  Galen  and  Celsus 
as  well  concern  themselves  rather  with  the  prevention  and  treatment 
of  hydrophobia  than  with  its  history  and  progress.  Their  cotem- 
porary,  Magnus  of  Ephesus,  locates  the  affection  in  the  stomach  and 
diaphragm.     According   to   Plutarch,  it  was  not  until  the  time   of 
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Pompey  the  Great  that  the  rabific  poison  first  began  to  man 
among  human  beings.  Andreas  of  Caryste,  a  physicia 
Alexandrian  school,  has  left  a  work  upon  the  disease, 
terms  KvvoXv66o<i.  Ccelius  Aurelianus,  already  mentioned, 
guished  physician  of  the  reign  of  Trajan  or  Adrian,  c 
as  late  as  the  fifth  century,  is  the  first  to  furnish  an  ace 
tailed  description  of  the  affection  in  man,  and  of  the  varioi 
versies  regarding  it.  He  mentions  it  as  being  endemic  amor 
in  Caria  and  Crete.  About  the  same  period  the  affection 
of  by  a  number  of  other  medical  men.  ^Etius,  a  Mes< 
doctor  of  the  sixth  century,  is  the  first  to  furnish  anythin 
accurate  description  of  rabies  in  dogs.  A  century  later  the 
Paulus  iEgineta  gives  another  excellent  account  of  hydroph 

Among  the  Arabiaa  physicians  Yahia-Ebn-Serapior 
Africanus,  and  Avicenna  mention  the  disease,  the  last  t 
simply  "  canis  rabidi  morsusy 

Since  the  time  of  Paulus  ^Egineta  we  find  the  affection 
by  numerous  European  writers. 

Fleming  recounts  the  following  curious  story  of  ; 
rabies  in  a  bear,  recorded  about  the  year  900.  At  that  time 
forests  covered  Burgundy,  Maconnais,  Brescia,  and  part  of  \ 
which  were  infested  with  wolves,  wild  boars,  bears,  and  othei 
animals.  One  day  a  bear,  following  the  course  of  the  river 
last  arrived  at  the  quay  at  Lyons.  Everybody  fled  except  s< 
men,  who,  armed  with  heavy  sticks,  attempted  to  kill  it.  ' 
little  intimidated  by  their  number,  rushed  among  them,  and 
twenty.  Six  of  these  persons  were  shortly  afterwards  smo 
consequence  of  fearful  madness.  The  other  fourteen,  howi 
thrown  themselves  into  the  river  to  escape  the  animal's  attac 
is  affirmed,  were  thus  preserved  from  the  effects  of  the  pois< 
being  washed  out  of  their  wounds. 

In  1026  an  outbreak  of  rabies  among  dogs  in  Wales  is  ra 
in  the  laws  of  Howel  the  Good.  From  that  time  it  appears 
been  well  known  in  England,  numerous  specific  remedies, 
and  incantations  against  it  being  recommended  in  old  Angl 
manuscripts  ^till  extant. 

One  of  the  earliest  reports  of  scientific  interest  refers   t 
afflicted  with  hydrophobia  in  Franconia,  Germany,  in  1 27 1.  M 
thirty  shepherds  and  peasants  fell  victims  to  their  attacks. 
Spain  suffered  from  the  ravages  of  canine  madness.     In  1 532 
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dog  is  said  to  have  strangled  the  Cardinal  Crescence,  the  Legate  of 
the  Pope,  at  the  Council  of  Trent.  According  to  Forster  there  was 
an  epizooty  of  rabies  among  dogs  at  the  same  time  with  the  epidemic 
plague  in  Flanders,  Turkey,  Hungary,  and  Austria  in  1586. 
Bauhin  informs  us  that  in  1590  it  appeared  in  an  epizootic  form 
among  the  wolves  of  Monthelliard,  and  in  1604  it  was  wide-spread  in 
Paris.  In  1691  dogs  in  great  numbers  became  mad  throughout  Italy^ 
and  in  1708  it  was  epizootic  among  dogs  in  Suabia.  Fleming  state§ 
that  in  17 12  wild  beasts  of  all  kinds  perished  in  large  numbers  at 
Somogy,  Hungary,  and  in  the  woods  the  country  people  found  dogs 
which  had  been  driven  there  by  madness.  Men  bitten  by  them  were 
quickly  seized  with  frenzy  and  hydrophobia.  From  17 19  to  1721 
severe  outbreaks  of  the  disease  took  place  in  France  and  Germany, 
and  in  1722  and  '23  it  prevailed  in  Silesia,  invading  Hungary,  and  it 
visited  other  portions  of  Europe  in  1725  and  1726.  Dogs,  wolves, 
and  wild  animals  generally  were  affected,  particularly  in  Silesia  and 
Lusatia.  The  disease,  according  to  Huxham,  prevailed  in  England 
in  1734-5.  Hughes,  in  his  History  of  Barbadoes,  narrates  that  in 
1 741  many  dogs  went  mad  in  those  islands.  The  county  of  Fife, 
Scotland,  was  infested  with  mad  dogs  in  1748.  In  1752  numerous 
mad  dogs  were  reported  about  St.  James,  London,  and  orders  were 
issued  to  shoot  all  that  appeared.  According  to  Layard,  London 
again  suffered  from  the  disease  between  1759  and  1762.  In  1763  it 
broke  out  among  dogs  in  Italy,  France,  and  Spain,  and  in  many 
places  all  dogs  were  slaughtered.  In  Madrid  900  were  killed  in  a 
single  day.  Rabies  was  alarmingly  frequent  among  dogs  and  foxes 
in  Boston  and  its  neighborhood  in  1768,  '70,  and  '7I1  when  it  was 
there  regarded  as  a  novel  disease.  Lipscomb  says  that  the  disease 
was  very  general  in  England  in  1774.  From  1776  to  '78  it  reigned 
almost  continually  in  the  French  West  Indies,  the  true  disease  never 
having  been  observed  there  before.  In  1779  it  was  very  common 
among  dogs  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  in  Maryland,  and  in  the 
same  year  it  affected  wolves  in  Belluno,  Italy,  and  about  Bourges, 
France.  In  1783  it  made  its  advent  in  the  islands  of  Jamaica  and 
Hispaniola  as  a  very  serious  epizootic*     In  1785-6-9  canine  madness 


*  At  that  time  canine  madness  became  so  general  in  the  latter  island  that  its  government  ordered  the 
extermination  of  the  whole  canine  race.  This  order  was  so  effectually  carried  out  that  the  surface  of  the  water 
in  the  harbor  of  Port  au  Prince  was  literally  covered  with  the  bodies  of  slaughtered  dogs. — {,Gtntl*maM*s 
Magazine^  Feb.,  1784.) 

46 


animals  were  running  mad  in  large  numbers   th 
Vaud,  and  in  the  Aubonne,  Orbe,  Cossenay,  and 
the  foot  of  the  Jura.     In  1804  similar  outbreaks  c 
occurred  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Lake  of  Coi 
extended  through  Germany.     This  epizouty  cont 
till  1837,  attacking  the  foxes  of  Wurtemberg,    B 
upper   Danube,    the  Black  Forest,  Forest    of   T 
Voralberg,  Upper  and  .Lower  Hesse,   Hanover,  [ 
tenberg,  and  Ulm.     At  this  period  badgers  wen 
be  affected.     We  are  informed  by  Blaine  that    in 
dog  so  abounded  in  the  neighborhood  of  London 
passed  without  his  being  consulted  about  one   o 
sometimes  he  attended  three,  four,  or  five  a  day  f 
From  that  period  until   1823  it  prevailed  every  yt 
its  suburbs. 

The  most  memorable  period  in  the  records  of 
between  the  years  1 803  and  1830,  when  it  appeal 
of  degree  in  many  portions  of  both  Europe  and 
summers  of  1803  and  1804,  during  the  presence  of  e 
after  long-continued  warm  weather,  it  broke  out  u 
coast  of  Peru.  It  is  described  as  it  prevailed  ir 
Prof.  Unanue,  Proto-Medico.  His  account,  thougt 
colored,  is,  nevertheless,  extremely  interesting.  H 
the  disease  became  general  among  quadrupeds,  attj 
criminately,    but    fixing    itself   especially    upon    d 
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'"^  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Arequipa  and  lea,  carrying  off  forty-two 
:^  persons  in  the  latter  town  alone.  In  one  instance  twelve  fell  victims 
^^-  out  of  fourteen  bitten  by  a  single  dog.  The  largest  number  of  deaths 
^'  occurred  in  from  twelve  to  ninety  days  after  the  bite.  The  affection 
'■'•  would,  therefore,  appear  tp  have  been  of  a  more  virulent  character 
than  usual.  It  is  likewise  related  that  a  number  of  slaves  upon  a 
'  sugar  plantation  contracted  the  disease  by  feeding  upon  the  beef  of 
:   rabid  cattle,  a  statement  which  we  can  hardly  accept  as  true.* 

About  this  same  period  hydrophobia  was  noticed   to  be  remark- 
:    ably   prevalent  in  many   portions  of  the  United  States,  where   the 
:    medical  literature  of  the  time  abounded  with  accounts  of  cases  and 
discussions  as  to  the  character  and  treatment  of  the  disease. 

In  1810  Southern  Russia  was  scourged  by  the  affection.  In 
Prussia,  between  iSioand  1819,  its  human  victims  amounted  to  1,635, 
a  large  number  of  whom  owed  their  deaths  to  the  attacks  of  rabid 
wolves.  In  181 3  the  disease  was  very  common  in  the  Ukraine.  In 
181 5  it  prevailed  in  Austria,  and  at  the  same  time,  according  to 
Viborg,  it  raged  in  Copenhagen.  In  Podolia,  in  1818,  Marochetti,  a 
celebrated  Russian  physician,  attended  no  fewer  than  26  cases  of 
hydrophobia  in  the  human  subject,  and  shortly  afterward  announced 
to  the  medical  world  his  so-called  discovery  of  Lyssi,  which  created  a 
great  sensation.  According  to  his  description  the  hydrophobic  virus, 
after  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,  is  transported  to  and  deposited  in 
the  orifices  of  the  secretory  ducts  of  the  sublingual  glands,  beside  the 
frenum  linguae  and  upon  the  lateral  parts  of  the  inferior  surface  of  the 
tongue,  where  form  a  number  of  vesicles  or  pustules  of  variable  size, 
in  which  by  means  of  a  probe  fluctuation  can  be  detected.  It  cannot 
be  determined  precisely  when  these  pustules  appear — ordinarily  be- 
tween the  third  and  ninth  days  after  the  bite — sometimes  the  twentieth 
day,  or  even  later.  If  the  poison  in  these  pustules  be  not  destroyed 
by  cauterization  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  their  appearance, 
it  will  be  removed  from  them  by  resorption,  producing  metastasis  to 
the  brain  and  nervous  system,  with  resulting  hydrophobia.  Thus, 
according  to  Marochetti,  the  virus  does  not  remain  in  the  wound 
where  it  was  originally  deposited,  but  is  quickly  conveyed  in  all  its 
int-egrity   to   the   sublingual  glands.      According   to    this  physician 

*  Gohier  alone  mentions  similar  instances.  He  states  that  he  has  seen  hydrophobia  in  dogs  result  from  eating, 
the  flesh  of  a  rabid  dog  in  one  instance,  and  of  a  rabid  sheep  in  another.  But  a  large  number  of  exper.- 
ments  by  Her  twig  would  seem  to  prove  the  innocuousness  of  such  food. 
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similar  appearances  are  to  be  found  in  rabid  dogs  and  other  anim. 
In  1S22,  Magistel,  a  French  doctor,  was  said  to  have  confimj^  t: 
existence  of  these  pustules  in  several  cases  coming  under  his  obscn 
tton;  but  notwithstanding  the  treatment  recommended  and  applj 
five  out  often  persons  bitten  by  one  dog  were  seized  with  themal. 
and  died  ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  theory  was  soon  exploded.     Thet 
is,  as  Watson  observeSi  that  the  mucous  follicles  of  the  raoittli. 
those  at  the  base  of  and  particularly  beneath  the  tongue,  are  comm' 
exaggerated   in   both  men  and  dogs  laboring  under  the  discai 
and  these  enlarged  follicles  were  regarded  by  Maroclietti  and  M 
istel  as  a  specific  eruption  furnishing  the  virus  and  pabulum  of ' 
complaint. 

In  1819  rabies  prevailed  in  Canada,  whose  Govern  or- General  ' 
Duke  of  Richmond,  fell  a  victim  to  it>  having  been  bitten  by  a  cap 
fox*     In  1820,  as  Blaine  informs  us,  rabies  canina  was  again  rife  in  1 
land,  and  continued  alarmingly  prevalent  for  a  number  of  year^. 
1822   it  was  common  in  Holland.     In   1819  and  1829  Italy  siifr 
from  the  disease  ;  and  Brera  mentions  the  circumstance  of  a  ^- 
having  communicated  it  to  nine  persons  out  of  thirteen  whom  it 
bitten.     The  period  between   1819  and  *27  is  particularly  noticed  t 
Wirth  as  remarkable  for  the  prevalence  of  rabies  among  the  foxef  * 
Switzerland  and  Germany,  and  those  animals  infected  large  numbcis 
of  dogSj  cats,  horned  cattle,  horses,  pigs,  goats,  and  sheep.     Notnitb- 
standing  their  natural  shyness,  the  mad  foxes  boldly  faced  and  fd- 
lowed  men  and  animals  in  order  to  attack  them.    In  1824,  througho^ 
many  districts  of  Russia  and  extending  thence    into    Sweden  iirf 
Norway,  the  disease  prevailed  extensively  among  foxes,  wolves,  »i 
cats,  and  reindeer.     In  1828  its  human  victims  in  England  andVX 
amounted  to  twenty-eight-     In  1S29,  according  to  th<f  Vetennarj'  i 
feasor  Prinz,  it  was  very  destructive  in  Dresden.      From  1823  to  i^ 
as  Hertwig  informs  us,  it  was  unusually  common  in  Berlin,  an^: 
Bohme  states,  in  Saxony  also. 

In  1830  the  subject  of  hydrophobia  had  so  alarmed  the  public  n 
in  England  that  the  House  of  Commons  thought  fit  to  appor 
select  committee  to  investigate  it.  Evidence  w^as  furnished  by  n: 
eminent  physicians,  surgeons,  and  veterinarians,  among  whom  r. 
be  mentioned  Sir  Benj.  Brodie,  Mr*  Benj.  Travers,  Mr.  .\forgap 
Guy's  Hospital,  Mr-  Earle  of  St,  Bartholomew's,  Prot  Colemafli  ^ 
Mr  Wm.  Youatt.     Mr.  Earle  presented  positive  proof  of  the  umauf 
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"  prevalence  and  increase  of  the  disease  in  England  during  his  time, 
'^"  remarking  that  he  had  witnessed  twenty-five  cases  in  the  human  sub-" 
•^  ject  within  as  many  years,  whereas  his  father  had  seen  but  one  in  fifty 
"^  years  of  previous  practice.  Mr.  Youatt  testified  that  he  had  recently 
""^  applied  lunar  caustic  successfully  to  some  four  hundred  bitten  persons, 
•'^  and  a  surgeon  of  St.  George's  affirmed  that  he  had  within  a  limited 
^^  period  similarly  treated  four  thousand  without  an  accident. 
r^'  During  the  second  quarter  of  the   present  century,  as  compared 

'•  with  the  first,  there  ensued  a  decided  abatement  of  the  disease  in 
*  England,  owing  to  the  creation  of  the  dog-tax  and  the  enactment  of 
t    other  laws  calculated  to  decrease  the  number  of  worthless  curs. 

In  Vienna,  in  1830,  there  were  reported  in  rapid  succession  thirty- 
:  nine  cases  of  rabies  in  the  dog.  It  then  almost  disappeared  until 
1838,  when  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  occurred.  In  1839 
there  were  reported  63  cases  ;  317  in  1840,  and  141  in  1 841.  Of  the 
last,  only  fifteen  were  bitches.  The  largest  number  of  cases  were 
noticed  in  February  and  May — twenty-one  respectively — and  the  fewest 
in  September,  November,  and  December.  Between  1830  and  1847 
there  were  1,038  human  victims  to  hydrophobia  in  Austria.  In  1831 
and  '32  canine  rabies  was  wide-spread  in  the  Duchy  of  Posen.  In 
1833  it  existed  to  an  alarming  extent  in  Barbadoes.  In  1834-5  it 
prevailed  in  Saxony,  Pomerania,  and  Switzerland.  In  1835  it  was 
frequent  in  Chili,  South  America.  In  1836  it  was  seriously  prevalent 
in  Paris,  and  from  1839  to  '42,  according  to  Prof.  Remy,  the  disease 
was  epizootic  among  the  foxes  of  Wurtemberg,  and  was  by  them 
communicated  to  many  dogs,  and  a  large  number  of  the  latter  animals 
were  thus  affected  in  Baden.  Between  1840  and  1842  the  malady 
appeared  in  various  departments  of  France,  being  particularly  de- 
structive in  Lyons  and  its  vicinity.  In  May,  1844,  great  numbers  of 
mad  dogs  were  seen  in  Roscommon,  Ireland.  In  the  same  year  it 
made  its  first  appearance  in  Malta,  and  became  very  serious.  In  1851 
and  1852  there  was  a  terrible  epizootic  of  canine  rabies  in  northern 
Germany.  In  1852,  in  the  small  town  of  Adalia,  Turkish  prov- 
inces, a  mad  wolf  bit  128  persons  and  a  great  number  of  cattle.  In 
1858  hydrophobia  became  so  destructive  in  Algeria  that  the  Gov- 
ernor-General was  compelled  to  issue  a  circular  relative  to  preventive 
measures.  From  1855  to  i860  the  disease  was  common  in  England, 
in  Northern  Germany,  in  France,  and  in  Spain.  In  i860  it  prevailed  very 
extensively  among  dogs,  and  was  very  destructive  to  cattle  in  Ohio  and 
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Missouri,  U.  S.  Between  r86o  and  1862  numerous  cases  of  hydtt 
phobia  communicated  from  dogs  to  natives  occurred  inCbioai 
Tiet-sien,  near  Pekin,  and  at  Canton,  while  about  the  sameperiodtk 
presence  of  rabies  was  more  than  usually  noted  in  Vieana 
Rhenish  Prussia* 

According  to  Sir  Samuel  Baker  the  disease  was  epizootic  inAhjlS 
sinia  in  1862.     In  Bavaria,  between  1863  and  1867,  there  was  ay 
average  of  800  cases  of  hydrophobia  in  a  total  of  375,000  dogs,    Fr 
1863  to  1S67  it  was  very  prevalent  in  Saxony  also,  where  inthethi 
last  years  of  that  period  there  %vere  reported  764  cases  of  canine  madndl 
It  created  much  alarm  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1864,    In  iSfi^-jd 
city  of  Lyons  was  thrown  into  great  excitement  on  account  of  the 
rible  frequency  of  this  redoubtable  dis<;ase.      In  1865  it  was  unufual 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  and  during  the  next  year  it  assuiiii 
formidable    dimensions   in   England.     In    1 866    it    was   epizoc»tic 
Athens.  Greece.     In  1867  the  English  dogs  at  Shanghaip  Chiiu«  iffl 
seriously  aflTected,  and  a  number  of  persons  were   bitten,  with  &li 
results.     In  1868  many  mad  dogs  were  seen   in  Belgium,  a  couHti] 
usually   exempt   from   the   affection.     In  1S69    the    disease  wasitfc 
in  Paris.     In  1870  canine  rabies  created  great  terror  in  the  nartfc 
England,  and  it  has  prevailed  very  constantly  in  that  countrj^  up  to  tie 
present  time,*     In  1S71  hydrophobia  was  remarkably  fatal  in  Birb- 
does.     Oertle  reports  a  severe  epizootic  of  the  disease  anionjj  fosts 
in  Carinthia  from  1866  to  1872,     According  to  the  last  United  StJte^ 
census  for  the  year  ending  June   1st,  1870,  there  had  occume<i  in  i1k 
State  of  Louisiana  alone  22  deaths  from  hydrophobia,  in  a  totalis 
the  whole  country  of  63.+     Of  the  remainder   the  States  ot  X«t 
York  and  Pennsylvania  each  furnished  9. 


*  Fleming  remiu-ks  tJiat  '*  tlic  wide  «jd  scrfcnu  ejttejwion  of  ihb  episodic jr  oxer  tht  ijomiiwf 
hcem  Inrijely  if  not  altogether  dxte  to  the  infufficiency  of  the  police  men^iires  Adopte^d  m  the  dilferati  k*** 
districts*  the  late  period  at  whirh  they  were  introdiice<it  the  want  of  a  proper  and  uniibmi  Buiorr  «P*** 
to  CDtnhat  the  spread  of  this  and  other  ccmEagiom  disease  tyf  anioaab*  and!  the  geneim]  ygnarwm^t  F'*^^ 
with  regard  to  m  symptoms  and  nature." 

t  The  mortality  of  hydrophobia  in  the  human  $ubject<  hke  that  of  other  coEaiiiiiiik^Me  4, 
considerably  m  different  cttun tries  at  various  periods.     Iti  France,  between  1&J4  and  i$6o.  liic  OJBahadi 
were  computed  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  at  1,000.     tn  PrusMA*  fn«iii  i8xa  ie  itii^^  Chere  f<f*  ^ 
deaths^  ;uid  1^073  from  i&so  to  lij^.     ]n  Ba^'arin,  between  tSj9  and  t^j^  iht  tnortxlirf  «a&  jp^    TV"  K.-'^^ 
Empire  ftuflered  severely  during  the  period  from  1S30  to  1847,  when  ],o^S  pata^i  su^cijAibed  t< 
In  Sweden  the  mean  annual  death-rfle  at  four  different  periods  of  the  d  if  case  was  t   5!  tfroa  r;- 
(fom  1786  to  1790,  6  from  ifiji  to  iSj^^  and  4a'  from  iB^6  lo  186^,      f  n  Belgium,  betwvea  i9$&  *" 
were  sd  deatbt.    In  Algeria,  from  1S44  to  iB6^,  there  were  recorded  47  dcartii^-34  luiiuptar^. 
nationality  unknown.    The  deaths  in  En^Und  in  iB^g  ajnouDted  to  17,  in  iB^o  to  15,  in  iS^i  to  t«. 
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Although  the  manifestations  of  hydrophobia  are  clearly  modified 
by  character,  habit,  and  temperament  in  various  species  and  varieties 
of  animals  and  even  in  individuals,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  same  disease 
in  all,  whatever  its  peculiar  form  or  mode  of  origin  or  propagation.  It  is 
almost  universally  conceded  that  the  introduction  of  a  specific  virus 
into  the  system  through  either  an  actual  wound,  an  abraded  surface 
or  a  delicate  mucous  membrane  is  an  essential  preliminary  to  the  de- 
velopment of  this  affection  in  man.  But  its  origin  among  brutes  has 
always  been  and  still  is  a  subject  of  much  discussion,  and  one  worthy 
of  our  most  serious  consideration.  Hydrophobia  certainly  infests 
and  by  many  is  regarded  as  capable  of  originating  de  novo  among 
certain  carnivora^  viz.,  the  dog,  wolf,  fox,  jackal,  cat,  skunk,  and 
raccoon,  while  other  creatures,  including  man,  contract  it  by  inocula- 
tion alone. 

Of  the  various  conditions  asserted  as  favoring  its  development  in  the 
canine  race  few  have  even  a  probable  foundation.  One  is  alleged  to 
be  the  state  of  repressed  sexual  desire,  the  Xvrra  eporinrf  of  the  Greeks. 
Others  are  extremes  of  atmospheric  temperature,  excitement  of  an- 
ger, want  of  water,*  and  insufficient  or  putrid  food.  Ziegler  fixes  the 
origin  of  the  disease  in  lack  of  the  instinctive  amount  of  nourishment 
from  blood  and  flesh,  and  hence  designates  it  bint  durst  and  fleisch- 
gier.^  Still  another  presumed  influence  is  the  presence  under  the 
dog*s  tongue  of  a  worm-like  appendage,  whose  existence  is  believed 
to  encourage  the  production  of  hydrophobia,  and  whose  extirpation 
in  puppyhood  is  considered  an  infallible  preventive  of  the  disease. 
This  peculiar  appendage  was  allYided  to  as  a  cause  of  madness  by  the 
poet,  Gratius  Faliscus,  already  mentioned,  and  the  miraculous  proper- 
ties ascribed  to  it  may  doubtless  be  referred  to  a  very  ancient  myth. 


in  1853  to  XI,  in  1854  to  z6,  in  1855  to  14,  in  1856  to  5,  in  1857  to  3,  in  1858  to  2,  in  1859  to  4,  in  i860  to  3,  in  i86c 
to  4,  in  1862  to  I,  in  1863  to  4,  in  1864  to  12,  in  1865  to  19,  in  1866  to  36.  in  1867  to  xo,  in  1868  to  7.  in  1869  to  18, 
in  1870  to  32,  in  1871  to  56,  in  1872  to  39,  and  in  1873  to  28.  In  Scotland,  between  1855  and  1863,  only  12 
persons  died  from  hydrophobia,  and  none  in  the  succeeding  three  years.  According  to  the  national  census 
there  occurred  in  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  ist,  i860,  a  mortality  from  hydrophobia  of  38. 
In  New  York  City,  from  1855  to  1874,  inclusive,  there  were  57  deaths ;  none  having  been  registered  in  1858, 
x86o..  or  1873. 

•  In  Venice,  according  to  Moscly,  on  account  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease  is  occasioned  by  thirst,  all  bar- 
bers, shoemakers,  and  coffee-house  keepers  are  obliged  to  have  a  small  vessel  of  water  before  their  doors  that 
the  dogs  running  .ibout  the  streets  may  drink  what  they  want,  as  there  are  no  other  places  in  that  city  where 
they  can  obtain  fresh  water. 

+  According  to  Men^jcicr  p«xjr  feeding  retards  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  an  inoculated  animal,  while 
hearty  feeding  accelerates  it. 
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Pliny  called  it  lyssa,  and  asserted  that  when  removed  from  thc«kf, 
carried  thrice  around  a  fire,  and  administered  to  persoiifi  bitten  by  i 
rabid  animal,  it  possessed  the  virtue  of  a  specific  against  hydrophoha 
In  an  Anglo-Saxon  leech -book  of  the   1 1  th  century,  a  similar  rccoiO' 
mendation  is  made,  as  follows  :  "  Take  the  worms   (thymos)  ntud 
be  under  a  mad  hoand*s  tongue  (under  thede  hundes  cuo^anK  ^ 
tliem  a^vay,  lead  them  round  about  a  fig  tree,  giv^e  them  to  him  wte  ' 
hath  been  rent;  he  will  soon  be  whole/'      Allusion  is  made  to  it  is 
a  work  entitled  the  Kynosophion,  supposed  by  some  to  have  bcai 
written  by  Phsemon,  while  others  attribute  it  to  Demetrius  Pepagij* 
menos,  a  Greek  writer  who  lived  at  Constantinople  in  the  12th  ocft- 
tury.     In  this  work  it  is  stated  that  there  is  underneath  the  dog^ 
tongue  a  little  body  like  a  white  w^orm  which  must  be  quickly  de^ 
stroyed  ere  it  increase  and  invade  the  whole  throat.      In  the  l64 
century  Fracastorius,  in  a  poem  styled    **  jticon  sit^e  de  cura  cdtium 
vena/ icor urn,'*  refers  to    it  in    the    following  words  :       **  Valm^m 
vermis  SHffnnditqne  ara  venemj^     In  more   modern  times  the  Ge* 
mans  generally  believed  in  it,  terming  it  the   foU-ufurm,  or  w^rm  &f 
madness.     So  popular  w^as  the  superstition  at  one  time  that  in  tiic 
middle  of  the  last  century  there  existed  in  Prussia  an  ordinance  re- 
quiring aU  owners  of  dogs  to  submit  them  to  this  mutilation.    The 
ordinance  was  rendered  more  specific  by  a  royal  decree  of  Februaff  I 
20»  1767,  establishing  an  authorized  corps  of  operators  whose  dutr 
consisted  in  visiting  semi-annually  all  houses  containing  dogs*  remov- 
ing the  worm  from  every  animal,  and  furnishing  the  master  thereof  I 
with  a  certificate  to  that  effect.     The  edict  prescribed  likeime  that  ] 
each  dog  should  be  so  treated  before  it  had  become  six  months  old. 
and  persons  violating  the  law  w^ere  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  | 
Prussian  crowns,  or  in  default  thereof  to  suffer  an  imprisonmcDt  of  I 
one  month.     In  17S6  a  similar  law  prevailed  in  Hanover.     Thiss<»- 
called  worm  was  explained  by  some  to  be  a  vein  whose  absence  in* 
dog  menaced  by  hydrophobia  leads  to  engorgement  of  the  throat  and 
immediate  asphyxia.     It  was  regarded  by  Morgagni  and  Heydccker 
after  careful  examination  as  a  spiral  tendinous  arrangement  pecufiar 
to  the  canine  race,  having  some  connection  with  the  gcnio-hyo-glossus 
muscle,  and  serving  to  facilitate  the  act  of  lapping.      Other  autiiori- 
ties,  however,  deemed  it  to  be  the  duct  of  the  submaxillary  gland. 
and  others  still  maintained  that  it  was  merely  \\iQ  frenum  Ungno'.  The 
English  author  Fothergill,  in  his  celebrated  treatise  upon  hydrophobixi 
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remarked  that  nothing  was  definitely  established  relative  to  the 
utility  of  the  operation,  but  that  the  whitish  vermiform  substance  thus 
removed  was,  it  might  be  presumed,  nothing  else  than  the  canal  at- 
tached to  the  salivary  apparatus,  whose  destruction  might  exercise 
some  influence  upon  the  secretion  in  diminishing  the  liquid  transmit- 
ting the  virus.  The  tradition  never  obtained  much  credence  among 
the  English.  Dr.  Johnson  spoke  of  the  reputed  worm  very  express- 
ively as  '*a  substance — nobody  knows  what — extracted — nobody 
knows  why."  The  whole  theory  was,  however,  substantially  demol- 
ished in  1786,  in  the  very  country  where  it  was  most  in  vogue,  by  the 
communication  of  hydrophobia  to  both  men  and  animals  from  dogs 
whose  toll-wurms  had  been  extirpated  in  the'  most  approved  man- 
ner. These  facts  were  substantiated  by  the  investigations  of  several 
sanitary  commissions  at  Trieglitz  in  the  province  of  Detmold,  and  the 
corps  of  operators  was  finally  abolished. 

According  to  a  report  of  Dr.  Armand  to  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  same  tradition  and  practice  still  continue  in  Thrace,  and 
they  are  described  by  Auzias  Turenne  in  the  Receiiil  de  Medecine  for 
1 869  as  being  general  in  Turkey  and  Moldo-Wallachia.  Dr.  Xanthos 
says  that  in  modern  Greece  they  still  remain  as  a  memorial  of  the  past. 
Fleming  states  that  they  prevail  in  Roumania,  and  Ramon  de  Sagra 
observes  that  they  are  common  in  portions  of  Spain.  A  similar 
superstition  exists  even  in  our  own  country,  especially  in  the  South 

The  other  presumed  causes  of  spontaneous  rabies  would  appear  to 
be  equally  equivocal.  Unsatisfied  salacity,*  putrid  food,  hunger, t 
thirst,  anger,  and  extremes  of  temperature  are  manifestly  circumstances 
which  obtain  among  dogs  quite  generally  throughout  the  world.  In 
some  regions,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  hydrophobia  has  always  been 
either  totally  unknown  or  extremely  rare,  while  in  others  exempt  from 

*  But  few  writers  now  maintain  the  theory  that  the  disproportion  between  the  sexes  in  the  canine  race  and 
consequent  difficulty  of  sexual  gratification  for  many  males  produces  hydrophobia.  Statistics  show  that  the  num- 
ber of  cases  is  about  divided  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  each  sex,  and  that  castrated  dogs  are  as  liable  to 
the  disease  as  others.  Of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  cases  observed  by  Schrader  in  Hamburg,  in  1852-3, 
there  occurred  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  in  male  dogs,  ten  in  bitches,  and  one  in  a  castrated  animal.  Of  fifty- 
four  pronounced  cases  observed  by  Tscheming  in  Denmark,  from  1854  to  1857,  there  were  found  four  male  and 
three  female  dogs  that  had  been  castrated — thirteen  per  cent.  Bourrel  treated  in  eight  years  three  hundred  and 
forty-fiour  rabid  males  and  forty-nine  rabid  females. 

t  Attempts  to  produce  hydrophobia  artificially  by  starving  dogs  have  been  inef!ectually  made  by  Radi  and 
Bourgelat.  The  same  negative  results  were  obtained  by  Mender  who  did  not  see  a  single  instance  of  hydro- 
phobia among  one  hundred  and  sixty  dogs  thus  treated.  Pilwax  observed  during  one  of  the  severer  epizoOtics 
in  Vienna  that  the  greater  number  of  affected  dogs  belonged  to  owners  in  good  circumstances,  enjoying  there- 
fore for  the  most  part  proper  attention  as  to  care  and  food. 


it  for  ages  it  ha&  only  recently  appeared,  and  in  most  instances  can k  I 
traced  positively  to  importation.  I 

I        Although    in  England   it   has   long  prevailed   extensi%'ely,  it  be  I 
always  been  uncommon  in  Scotland.    Dr.  Kane  states  that  in  the |^H 
tion  of  Greenland  visited  by  him  in  1B54,  the  affection  does  notedVII 
aJ though  it  is  closely  simulated  by  a  vEriety  of  endemic  epilepsy  wf^  I 
tetanoid  symptoms.*     We  are  not  aware  of  its  ever  having  been  scfi  I 
among  the  Esquimaux  of  Labrador.     Odheliues,  writing  in  1777.  dc-  I 
dares  that  up  to  that  time  no  account  of  any  case  of  hydrophcAu  1 
had  ever  been  communicated  to  the  Swedish   scientific  associations;  I 
but  from  1778  to  1790  it  carried  off  nearly  i,300  htiman  victims  intte  I 
country,  and  as  we  have  seen,  it  spread  from  Russia  into  Sweden  and  | 
Norway  in    1824,      Erman,   in  describing   the   Ostyaks  of   northers  I 
Siberia  and  their  dog-sledges,  notices  that  the  affection  is   a  strangtf  I 
to  that  region,  and  quotes  Steller  as  mentioning   the   same  fact  wii  I 
regard  to  the  dogs  of  Kamschatka,     Dr.  Livingston   observes  tfcit  I 
he    never   heard   of  more  than  a  single  case    in    South  Africa.  300 
was  by  no  means  satisfied   as   to   its    being   genuine   hydrophobic 
According    to    the    travelers  Clark    and    Du    Chaillu    the    disease  is 
unknown  upon  the  gold  coast  and  in  the   western    portion  of  Africa. 
It  seems  to  be  equally  absent  from  the  east  coast   of  that  contirtent 
but  in  North  Africa  it  is  well  recognized.     During  the  early  portion  of 
the    French    occupation  of  Algeria  the    malady  appeared    to  be  so 
unfrequentas  to  lead  some  writers  to  suppose  that    it  had   previously 
had  no  existence  in  that  country.     But  in    i860  the   Medical  Society 
of  Algiers,  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the  subject,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Arabs  had  been  acquainted  with  the  disease  fin?m 
a  remote  period.     It  is  acknowledged,  however,  that  among  thenafivr 
tribes  rabies  is  extremely  rare  in  comparison   with    its  prevalence  iu 
the  centers  of  civilization — places  peopled  ckiefiy  by  Eurapeans 

The  famous  Volney  observes:  *' Among  the  singularities  wliidi 
appear  most  extraordinary  to  a  stranger  at  Cairo  may  be  mentioned 
the  great  number  of  ugly  dogs  which  roam  about  the  streets,  Tkc 
Mussulmans  do  not  kill  them,  though  considering  them  a*;  unclean,  but' 
often  throw  them  fragments  from  their. tables ;  and  devotees  t\tt\ 
endow  charitable  foundations  of  bread  and  water  for  th^  dogs,   Tbc- 

*  Subwijueni  id  rhc  period  of  Ratio's  visit,  hydrophtttiia  it«auw:  eyt2:ii4}ric  in  L'pcrnAMrk^  *he  «*"^-^' 
ifio*t  seittciiient  in  CirctnUiid  |,ia  Feb.,  iflnwi.  and  jmjvwl  famil  tr*  aU  dit*g4  .ii»^<:kcil  (HcHog  J«|iv«i^fcn^  i  ■ 
Tbitrhcilkunde— iHfio).    According  lo  Lcitcring  it  prevailed  In  ih;  same  pkcw  in  1863, 
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animals  have  also  the  recourse  of  the  common  sewers,  all  of  which, 
however,  does  not  prevent  them  from  suffering  by  hunger  and  thirst ; 
but  it  is  very  astonishing  that  these  extremities  never  occasion  mad- 
ness." The  same  fact  had  been  previously  alluded  to  by  Prosper 
Alpinus,  physician  to  the  Venetian  Consulate  at  Cairo  ;  and  it  was  no- 
ticed also  by  Larrey  with  regard  to  the  whole  of  Egypt  previous  to  the 
French  invasion.  Since  that  period,  however,  according  to  Drs.  Pru- 
ner,  Amstein,  and  Punel,  it  has  not  been  uncommon  in  those  regions. 
Dr.  Burguieres-Bey,  Sanitary  Physician  at  Cairo  in  1857,  mentions  a 
number  of  instances  of  rabies  in  dogs  derived  from  animals  imported 
from  other  parts.  In  1862  Sir  Samuel  Baker,  while  exploring  the  Nile 
tributaries  of  Abyssinia,  recorded  the  existence  of  rabies  in  that  por- 
tion of  Africa.  According  to  Burton  the  disease  is  known,  though 
very  rare,  in  El  Hejaz,  a  part  of  Arabia  adjacent  to  the  Red  Sea.  It 
was  unknpwn  in  the  Mauritius  until  introduced  in  1821  by  a  dog  from 
Bengal.  In  India  it  was  rare  until  the  importation  of  foreign  dogs, 
but  it  is  now  frequently  observed  there  in  both  animals  and  men.  In 
Hong  Kong,  in  1857,  a  bloodhound  imported  from  England  became 
rabid  and  bit  several  people,  of  whom  one  died.  It  was  remarked  that 
no  case  had  ever  before  occurred  on  that  island.  Dr.  Morehead  has 
found  it  recently  in  Bombay,  bearing  the  same  ratio  to  the  population 
as  in  England,  and  no  less  fatal.*  The  disease  is  well  known  to  be 
rare  in  many  Turkish  cities  which  swarm  with  vagrant  dogs  acting  as 
scavengers  and  constantly  engaged  in  combat.  The  same  is  true  of 
Lisbon,  and,  indeed,  according  to  Dr.  Souza,  the  disease  is  similarly 
unfrequent  throughout  Portugal.  We  are  told  by  Schrader  that  in 
1852,  when  hydrophobia  was  causing  great  ravages  along  both  banks 
of  the  Elbe,  the  islands  of  that  river  were  entirely  free  from  it.  Dur- 
ing that  memorable  epizootic  there  were  reported  in  the  city  of  Ham- 
burg alone  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  mad  dogs.  Mosely  affirms 
the  disease  to  be  a  stranger  to  the  island  of  Antigua,  and  Savory 
pronounces  it  to  be  unknown  in  the  island  of  Cyprus.  Rabies  was 
never  noticed  in  Malta  until  its  introduction  from  abroad,  in  1847. 
Marsden,  in  his  History  of  Sumatra,  regards  that  island  as  exempt  from 
the  disease.  According  to  Hamilton,  the  writer  on  hydrophobia,  no 
rabid  animal  was  ever  seen  in  Madeira,  where  dogs  abound  and  are 


*  According  to  the  Hon.  Mountstuart  Elphinstone,  in  Afghanistan  it  affects  wolves,  jackals,  and  dogs,  and 
is  attributed  to  the  simoon  or  pestilential  wind. 
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afflicted  with  every  other  canine  disorder.     Flcmiog  states  that  the 
most   careful  inquiries   fail  to  show  that  the  disease  has  ever  beat 
witnessed  in  either  Australia,  New  Zealand^  St.  Helena  or  the  Azores. 
Darwin    says    that   it   has  never  appeared   in  Van    Dieoian^s  Laui 
John  Hunter  relates  that  previous  to   1 783  00    case  of  hydrophobii 
had  ever  been  known  tn  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  where  it  was  tibm 
introduced   by  an   affected   dog  from  America.       M,    Desportcs.  2 
practitioner  in  Hayti  from   1733  to  174^,  never  heard  of  the  disease 
in    that    island.       M.    Liguistini    Veterinary    Surgeon-in-Chicf  of 
Bazaine*s    French   expedition  to   Mexico,  states    in    the  Journal  dc 
Medecine  V<!terinaire  Militaire  for  1S67,   that  rabies  was  observed 
frequently  in  Mexico  at  that  time,  but  ivas  aimost  €xciusiv€iy  c^nfintd 
ia   dogs  impori€d  wifh   the   artny^     It  was  first   seen   in  La  Plata, 
South  America,  in  1 806,  having  been  introduced  6^y  Eng^iisk  sf^&rti^ 
dogs*     According  to  the  account  already  referred   to,  given  by  Prot 
Unanue,  Proto-medico  in  Peru  during  the  early  portion  of  the  present 
century,  there  had  existed  no  record  of  canine    madness  in  any  part 
of  South    America  previous   to    1803,  when    it    became  widespread 
among  dogs  and  other  quadrupeds  in  Peru,  assuming  the  form  of  an 
epidemic.     It  is  true  that  the  professor,  in  his  relation  of  this  invasion 
of  epizDutic  disease,  endeavors  to  account  for  it   by  spontaneit)^  of 
origin   due   to  long  and  uninterrupted   hot  weather,   but  with  veij 
insufficient  proof.     Like  other  diseases,  both   epizootic  and  bunnafli 
commimicated  only  by  contagion  or  actual  contact,  hydrophobia,  as  its 
history  well  shows,  is  iiabie  to  assume  an  epidemic  character,  or,  as  the 
expression   is,  ''to  rage**  in  certain  localities,   under    ccmdiiwns  iU 
understood,    after   ft  has  spread  by  the  intercourse  e>f  travel.      Its 
geographical  study  affords  the  most  cogent  arguments  against  the  doc- 
trine of  its  spontaneous  origin.f 


*  1  aiti  informed  by  a  frlead  ia  ho,  prtniaus  ta  our  war  wilh  McKico»  took  up  hu  resideiKT  at  San 
Texu,  whi^e  he  rcmAini:d  twelve  years,  that  he  never  heard  tX  An  insiaiiCK  t>f  hy^dropbabiai  ia  ibiU  t^B>^ 
althmigh  it  ctidtaiiied  Jarge  numbers  u{  huittin£'dt>g<h.  He  himsctr  kept  »  huntinj^  pack,  Ii  *r»s  rdLttnl  » liMk» 
however^  that  in  1&46  a  rancbera  near  ^[onteTcy,  Mexicot  while  tdceptt^f  ai  ntght  in  fei^nt  of  ha  buuM;,  «as  hn^ai 
m  the  Anger  by  a  coyote  (praine-wulO,  whith  mapped  at  \\\xs\  and  JiikjnetliJitely  nude  off.  llie  HHWdai  i<l* 
lost  no  time  Iti  choppmg  off  his  fitigcf,  a*  it  was  believed  by  the  natives  that  wolv^.  gicting  m  iltM  naitttf  «vt 
mbid. 

t  *''\^'hen  hydropliobia  prevailii^  a^  an  epiuOtic^a  phenoTnencm  lluit  u  orien  qtioved  insuppon  of  itt  V«^ 
neokis  origin— ihene  can  almost  always  be  detected  upon  careful  exatniimtion  one  or  fiijor^  Ocntrat  ; 
ier*e  ai  difitinct  depOt&  or  centeri  of  infection.  We  know,  moreover,  that  the  spna^d  of  tlte 
ajre«cd  by  the  Isi^cr  livet^.  Funhcrmorc.  the  mere  cpitoAiic  and  eiuodtic  appeamncc  of  hydiitifiiiein  mBf 
cate^  in  itself  nothing  more  than  the  e^iListence  (A  a  primary  gene  lie  cause ;  wbftrfisui  we  kno«  oa  ttw  «ite 
hand  tJuitthc  inrcctioui  disciajei  themKlveii  appear  aJmo&t  invaiiayy  in  tin  eptdonic  tod  endcBK  im-^— lOns 
HoUingcr,  in  ZwDUuen's  CycJapzdiaj 
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Another  circumstance  strongly  bearing  against  this  theory  is  the 
immunity  from  rabies  experienced  by  dogs  in  isolated  places.  Thus 
a  number  of  islands  have  been  mentioned  as  enjoying  entire  exemp- 
tion from  the  disease  until  its  actual  importation  by  infected  animals  ; 
and  it  is  related  that  Mr.  Meynell,  the  most  eminent  English  sportsman 
of  the  last  century,  preserved  his  kennel  of  hounds  from  hydrophobia 
during  many  years  by  forcing  every  new  dog  to  undergo  a  rigid 
quarantine  of  several  months  preparatory  to  his  admission  into  the 
pack.  A  similar  system,  could  it  be  universally  adopted,  would 
doubtless  ultimately  result  in  the  extinction  of  rabies ;  but  at  present 
it  is  practicable  only  to  a  limited  extent.* 

In  regard  to  season,  it  has  been  well  demonstrated  that  whatever 
influence  the  weather  may  exert  upon  the  character  or  duration  of 
the  disease,  it  has  little,  if  any,  power  in  its  production.  Rabies  pre- 
vails indifferently  in  all  seasons.  The  popular  notion  that  it  is  most 
common  in  summer  would  seem  to  have  been  founded  upon  the 
authority  of  the  ancient  writers.  Dioscorides,  Paul  iEgineta,  iEtius 
and  others,  but  in  reality  this  opinion  is  of  the  greatest  antiquity, 
appearing  to  have  some  connection  with  the  Kvyaq)oyrt^  ioprtf,  a  fes- 
tival of  the  Argives,  during  which  large  numbers  of  dogs  were 
slain. 

So  long  ago  as  1780,  Andry  observed  that  January,  the  coldest,  and 
August,  the  hottest  months,  furnished  the  least  number  of  cases  of 
rabies  which  he  was  able  to  collect ;  and  at  a  later  period,  M.  Trolliet, 
after  laborious  investigation,  asserted  that  in  France  the  disease  was 
most  frequent  among  dogs  in  May  and  September,  and  among  wolves 
in  March  and  April ;  and  that  the  fewest  cases  among  dogs  occurred, 
as  Andry  had  stated,  in  the  months  of  extreme  temperature — January 
and  August.  There  has  already  been  noticed  an  outbreak  of  rabies 
among  the  dogs  of  Vienna  in  1841,  when  the  largest  number  of  cases 
were  observed  in  February  and  May,  and  the  fewest  in  September, 
November,  and  December.  In  Algeria  the  disease  is  most  prevalent 
among  dogs  in  the  autumn  and  winter.  The  distinguished  veteri- 
narian, Professor  Bouley,  in  a  communication  to  the  French  Academy 
of  Sciences,  April  4,  1870,  gives  the  results  of  an  analysis  of  depart- 
mental  reports  in   France  for   the   six   years,   1863   to    1868,  which 


♦  Schmidt  (ZoOlog.  KJinik,  I.,  p.  362)  observes  that  in  the  case  of  wild  beasts  kept  in  dose  confinement 
for  years,  hydrophobia  is  never  seen  to  arise. 
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exhibit  for  the  spring,  .89  cases;  summer,  74;  autumn,  64;  and 
winter,  75.  Professor  Roll  of  the  Vienna  Veterinary  Institute  has 
found  the  disease  more  prevalent  in  mild  than  in  hot  summeri 
Faber,  in  his  Wurtemberg  statistics,  shows  rabies  to  be  there  most 
frequent  in  March,  February,  June,  and  January,  and  least  so  in  Sep- 
tember, October,  and  August. 

Tabli  of  Cases  of  Caniru  Rabies  by  Moptths  and  Seasons. 


-3 


Bourrel 123 

Vienna  Veterinary  School 

Futa 6 

Veterinarian 3 

Blatchford 11 

New  York  City* 3 


S     1 


X09      XX5  I  123 
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145      146   I   X29   I    X34   ,    153   ^    ,33 


Spring. 


I       Summer. 


AtTUMN. 


March,  April,    j      June,  July, 
I  May.  I  August. 


September, 

October, 
November. 


Winter. 


December. 
January. 
February . 


Statistics  given  above. 

Paris* 

Lyons  * 

TouIoiLse 

Radclifle 


434 
77 

147 
16 

30 


409 
74 


406 
81 
9^ 


Total. 


6at 


3»3 
St 
06 

4 


587 


The  table  above  set  forth  is  entirely  conclusive  upon  this  point, 
embodying,  as  it  does,  the  immense  number  of  2,520  distinct  and 
authentic  cases  of  rabies  canina  observed  in  France,  Austria,  England, 
and  the  United  States.  I  have  derived  these  statistics  from  the 
following  sources  :    1,339  cases  from  figures  supplied   by  M.    Bourrel. 


♦  The  figures  of  Paris  and  Lyons  were  kindly  supplied  me  by  Professor  A.  F.  Liautard  of  the  Ne»  Yrii 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons.     Those  of  New  York  City  have  been  derived  from  notes  of  Coroners'  inqoeflv 
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Director  of  the  Paris  Dog  Infirmary  (1859  ^o  1872)  ;  from  those  of 
Lyons,  460  ;  from  various  Paris  practitioners,  313  ;  from  a  report  in 
1865,  by  Dr.  Pasta,  upon  canine  rabies  in  Milan,  Italy,  113  ;  from  a 
report  (1856)  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Blatchford  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  loi,  being  cases  occurring  in  this  country  ;  82 
from  Radcliffe's  English  statistics  ;  33  from  the  statistics  of  the  Veter- 
inary School  at  Toulouse,  France  (1843  to  1858)  ;  33  from  those  of 
the  Vienna  Veterinary  School  in  1862  ;  31  from  the  statistics  of  New 
York  City  (1856  to  1874);  and  15  from  the  British  periodical,  the 
Veterinarian  for  1870. 

The  foregoing  facts  and  figures  demonstrate  the  absurdity  of 
repressive  laws  designed  to  be  in  operation  only  in  summer. 

As  to  the  influence  of  hunger  and  thirst  in  generating  hydropho- 
bia, Dupuytren,  Breschet,  and  Magendie  famished  a  great  number.of 
dogs  and  cats  without  the  production  of  anything  at  all  resembling 
rabies  ;  and  a  similar  result  attended  some  cruel  but  decisive  experi- 
ments conducted  at  the  Alfort  Veterinary  School. 

We  must,  therefore,  acknowledge  our  ignorance  of  any  causes 
concerned  in  the  spontaneous  development  of  this  disorder,  supposing 
such  an  event  possible.  Prof.  St.  Cyr,  of  the  Lyons  Veterinary 
School,  who  has  devoted  many  years  to  an  attentive  study  of  the 
malady,  and  whose  experience  has  been  immense,  does  not  hesitate  to 
assert  that  cold,  heat,  drought,  and  humidity — in  a  word,  all  the  mete- 
orological conditions,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  absolutely  without 
any  perceptible  influence  as  causes  of  rabies.  Its  reproduction  solely 
by  inoculation  from  one  animal  to  another  is,  therefore,  the  only  satis- 
factory theory  left  us.  and  is  one,  moreover,  amply  sufficient,  as  is  uni- 
versally admitted,  to  account  for  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  and  in  all 
probability  such  mode  of  transmission  is  responsible  for  every  case.* 
The  most  plausible  objection  to  this  opinion  lies  in  the  suggestion  that 
the  disease  must  at  one  time  have  sprufig  from  a  beginning,  which  argu- 
ment, however,^  when  used  with  regard  to  any  contagious  disease,  can 
only  remove  us  from  the  sphere  of  susceptible  proof  back  to  the  mys- 
terious and  impenetrable  domain  of  original  causes. 

As  I  have  observed,  certain  carnivora  are  particularly  prone  to 
hydrophobia,  and  it  has  been  maintained  by  many  authors  that  such 

*  An  instance  of  congenital  hydrophobia  is  related  by  Callinac  (Matton,  Donat.  Considerations  sur  la  Rage, 
Strasbourg,  1862).  A  cow,  while  suffering  from  rabies,  gave  birth  to  a  calf,  which  was  soon  likewise  seized  with 
the  disease,  although  given  another  cow  to  suckle. 


animals  not  only  develop  the  affection,  but  are  tkg  ^nly  <»nf$%4if4 
ef  commnnkating  it.      W^ny  well  attested    facts,   however,  may 
adduced  to  refute  this  doctrine.     It  seems  probable  that  most  amm. 
liable  to  contract  the  disease  are  also  in  a  greater  or  le^s  degree  cct 
petent,  under  favorable  cirGumstaiices,  to  transmit  it,  such  a  mcxk 
propagation  being  entirely  consistent  with  the  general  laws  of  com 
gion.     We  do  not  know  of  any  animal  exempt   from  hydrophob 
As  I  have  mentioned,  the  ancient  Hindoo  physician  Susruta  enuiri 
ated   dogs,  jackals,  A^xes,   wolves,  bears,   and    tigers   as  aniong  \^ 
victims,  and  this  statement  has  been  substantiated    in  madera  timci 
Cats  are  well  known  to  be  frequently  rabid.      Aristotle  alludes  to  tke 
camel  as  suffering  from  the  affection.     Aurelianus  mentions  the  dog. 
leopard,  bear,  horse,  ass,   game-cock,  and   man    as    subject  to  tk 
disease  and  able  to  propagate  it,     Boerhaave  affirms  that  the  disease 
has  been  communicated  to  others  by  dogs,  cats,  wolves,  foxes,  hofsci, 
asses,  mules,  swine,  apes,  chicken-cocks,  cows,  and  men.     Van  Swic- 
ten  relates  an  instance  of  hydrophobia  occasioned  by  the  w^ound  fmm 
an  enraged  cock*s  beak.     Hufeland  gives  a  case  of  a  man's  contract- 
ing the  disease  from  the  bite  of  a  badger.     In  1S24,  as  I  havenodced, 
many  reindeer  were  seized  with   rallies  in  Sweden  and   Norway,  and 
the  disease  i§  frequently  observed  among  deer,  and  sometimes  bu&' 
loes.     In  the  Vthrinarian  for  1864  a  case  is  recorded  of  a  Mr.  Johfl 
Goggin,  a  Limenck  confectioner,  dying  of  hydrophobia  from  the  bite 
of  a  pet  monkey.    In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  1^59 
appears  a  case  reported  by  Dr,  A,  Dc  Jernett,  at  Greenville,  Texas, 
cf  a  girl  bitten  by  a  pole-cat  January  8,  1857,  in  whom  hydrophobia 
manifested  itself  on  February  21,  following.     This  case  is  analc^os 
to  a  peculiar  form  of  the  disease  in  skunks,  to  be  presently  describei 
Dr.  Blatchfords  Report  to  the  American  Medical  Association  contaiai 
an  instance  of  hydrophobia  in  a  man  resulting  from    the  bite  oft 
raccoon.*     Rotichcr  relates  that  m  Algeria  a  dog  has  contracted  rabies 
from  the  bite  of  a  ferret.     In  1 841  Prof.  Eckel,  of  Vienna,  succeeded  ia 
conveying  the  disease  from  a  goat  to  a  sheep  ;  he  likewise  successfiitty 
inoculated  the  dog  with  the  saliva  of  rabid  herbivora,  as  did  alsotlit 

*  A  carious  Unk  between  the  lui-ifienuanpd  aiiiinuil  ftud  d»  dog  ejcUxs  in  a  bmie  peeolbr  w  Japn  ^^ 
Eastern  Asia.  Ix  ji  mi  rare  that  ev«w  ihc  Briiiah  Museitia  ccnaitif^  no  uampJe  of  it.  A  *peciftt««.  hMwewf,  ^' 
recently  been  received  At  the ZoQ1ci£ic;lI  Society' «  GAfdcsu,  Rcccnt's  Park,  Lotidoti,  kavjns  bera  c^peufv^  ■  Mt 
of  the  KuasLEiii  seiilements  r>n  the  Amoor.  In  \i%  essen^  structure  it  b  ctotciy  Allifcd  (q  ilie  dcif;,  but  iuenmi 
appenrance  is  more  like  that  of  tbe  raccpon.     On  aioointnt  of  ilt  nocturnal  luibiti*  this  iii^cikur  *t>ci.ir»  )•*  ba^ 
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French  Prof.  Renault,  of  Alfort.  Berndt,  of  Greeswald,  inoculated  four 
sheep  with  the  saliva  of  a  mad  ox,  and  they  all  became  rabid.  Breschet 
asserted  that  he  had  conveyed  the  disease  to  other  animals  by  inocu- 
lation with  foam  from  the  mouths  of  rabid  horses  and  asses.  Prof. 
Rey,  of  the  Lyons  Veterinary  School,  caused  rabid  sheep  to  bite 
healthy  sheep,  who  in  turn  became  mad.  He  also  caused  madness 
in  an  ass  by  inoculation  from  a  rabid  ram.  Prof.  Tombari,  of  Turin, 
reports  that  at  the  Veterinary  School  of  that  city  a  horse,  a  sheep, 
and  two  bitches  were  made  hydrophobic  by  inoculation  with  the  saliva 
of  a  rabid  heifer.  Bourrel,  in  1847,  inoculated  a  sheep  successfully 
with  matter  from  a  rabid  steer.  Lessona,  in  1852,  inoculated  two 
horses  and  a  sheep  from  a  rabid  ox.  Tardieu  mentions  that  in  1855, 
in  the  department  of  Creuse,  France,  a  shepherd  was  bitten  by  a 
rabid  sheep,  and  soon  afterward  died  of  hydrophobia.  Youatt  cites 
a  case  related  by  Dr.  Capella,  where  a  mad  rabbit  bit  a  lady  and 
horse,  both  of  whom  perished  from  hydrophobia.  Youatt  like- 
wise gives  well  authenticated  cases  where  horses  communicated  the 
disease  to  men  and  dogs,  and  one  where  a  dog  was  inoculated  by  an 
ox.  Pilwax,  in  1868,  inoculated  a  dog  with  the  saliva  of  a  rabid  horse. 
Mr.  King,  of  Bath,  England,  produced  the  disease  in  a  hen  by  means 
of  the  virus  from  a  cow,  and  a  similar  communication  of  the  disease 
from  an  ox  to  a  fowl  was  effected  by  Dr.  Ashburner,  of  England. 
Delafond,  in  his  Police  Sanitaire^  reports  a  case  of  direct  inoculation 
from  a  cow  to  a  man.  Fleming,  in  his  Animal  Plagues^  relates  a 
similar  case  as  happening  in  New  York  State  in  1789.  In  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  1858  it  is  related  that  at  Norwich, 
Conn.,  while  a  girl  was  giving  water  to  a  hydrophobic  cow,  a  scratch 
upon  her  hand  was  inoculated  with  froth  from  the  animal's  mouth, 
producing  hydrophobia  shortly  afterwards.  Watson  cites  instances  of 
horses  having  been  inoculated  by  eating  the  straw  upon  which  rabid 
pigs  had  died.  Prof.  Simonds,  as  we  find  in  the  Veterinarian  for 
1839,  caused  two  rabbits  to  become  mad  with  the  saliva  of  a  rabid 
sheep.  It  is  certainly  true  tl^at  ruminating  and  herbivorous  animals, 
owing  to  the  formation  of  their  jaws  and  teeth,  as  well  as  to  their 
seldom  attempting  to  bite  when  rabid,  rarely  communicate  the  dis- 
ease, and  hence  the  belief  entertained  for  some  time  by  such  eminent 
men  as  Astley  Cooper  and  the  veterinary  professors  Coleman  and 
Renault,  that  the  power  to  transmit  the  disease  was  confined  to  such 
animals   as   naturally   employ  their  teeth   for  weapons   of  offence. 
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Roucher  gives  an  instance  of  canine  rabies  in  Algeria  i 
the  bite  of  a  ratel  or  ferret.  Dr.  W.  Lauder  Lindsay,  in 
and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  Januarj%  1874,  mrnti'^m 
elephants,  guinea- pigs ^  and  rats  as  having  been  known  to  suffer  &» 
the  complaint.  He  also  alludes  to  a  case  of  hydrophobia  commtiife- 
cated  from  a  rat  to  a  man.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  rat5  not 
unfrequently  contract  the  disease  from  dogs  or  cats,  propagate  it 
among  themselves^  and  in  turn  transmit  it  to  their  natural  en^mie^ 
and  to  other  creatures.  In  this  way  we  can  reasonably  accouitt  for 
those  instances  where  dogs  or  cats  have  become  rabid  notwithstaiidin| 
supposed  isolation  from  sources  of  infection*  Bolliogerr  acDOSf 
various  animals  subject  to  the  disease »  mentions  nnartens,  guinea  fip, 
and  antelopes.  Finally  I  may  allude  to  a  case  recorded  in  1793  by 
Penada,  an  Italian  physician,  where  a  human  being  was  seized  iri& 
hydrophobia  after  being  bitten  by  an  insect.  This  case  need  not  sceffl 
apocryphal  when  we  remember  that  malignant  pustules  have  beet 
occasioned  by  stings  of  flies  which  must  have  acted  as  vehicles  fo? 
the  contaminating  element.* 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts  for  May,  1S74, 
appears  an  interesting  article  by  Horace  C,  Hovey^  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo,,  entitled  Rabies  Mepkitica.  The  author  applies  this  terns  loi 
peculiar  affection  closely  resembHng  hydrophobia,  resulting  from  bites 
inflicted  by  diff"erent  varieties  of  the  Mgphitis^  or  skunk.  He  biS 
obtained  particulars  of  41  cases  occurring  in  Virginia,  Michigilli 
Illinois,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Colorado,  and  Texas,  a//  0/ ivkich ,  save 0nt, 
proved  fatal.  He  relates  two  instances  also  of  dogs  which  perished 
from  the  same  cause.  The  history  of  these  cases  is  curious.  The  I 
animals  usually  approach  stealthily  at  night,  their  characteristic 
effluvium  being  suppressed,  and  inflict  the  deadly  wound  on  some 
minor  member,  as  the  finger,  ear,  or  nose.  In  five  cases  described, 
rather  vaguely,  the  disease  declared  itself  in  from  ten  to  t\venty-on« 
days  after  the  injury,  a  period  somewhat  long  for  tetanus  and  some- 
what brief  for  hydrophobia.  In  another  instance,  however,  the  vinji 
asserted  itself  after  an  incubation  of  five  months,  and  the  victim  died 
in  terrible  paroxysms. 


*  Holliii^cr  remarks  (Zietns&en'fi  Cycbpsedia)  tlidL  ccrtun  parasit^t  su  tlcfa^  ^i^d  lice,  whkiiirfr 
th«dog,  tnay  iTai^&ferthe  piij&Gn  lo  huraan  being*  and  nihcT  animals  bf  incajis  i?f  tbcir  bkc^»Qml-«]rftw u  _ 
ni«  unqu»tionAbiy  convey  sitiinEL  |MiKi  %n^  ^  case  of  vacditatiflfl  by  the  isicdiimi  «»f  ji  flea  m%&  rc|*- 
T^ndan  Lancei,  June  la,  iHja, 
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The  most  interesting  question  in  connection  with  this  subject  is  in 
reference  to  the  communicability  of  the  affection  by  the  human 
species.  Caelius  Aurelianus  relates  an  instance  of  a  seamstress  who 
became  infected  by  ripping  with  her  teeth  the  cloak  of  a  hydrophobic 
patient.  Palmarius  states  that  a  peasant  having  the  disease,  com- 
municated it  to  some  of  his  children  by  kissing  them.  Tardieu  relates 
a  case  of  transmission  from  a  shepherd  to  a  sheep.  Eckel  produced 
rabies  in  a  dog  by  inoculation  from  a  locksmith  who  had  hydrophobia. 
Two  French  physicians,  Enaux  and  Chaussier,  mention  cases  where 
persons  have  become  infected  by  wiping  their  lips  with  napkins  pre- 
viously used  by  hydrophobic  patients.  In  1830,  Mr.  Earl,  a  prominent 
London  surgeon,  while  administering  medicine  to  a  woman  who  wajs 
suffering  from  the  disease,  chanced  to  be  bitten  by  her,  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  cauterize  the  part.  On  being  taunted  with  unnecessary 
timidity,  he  immediately  inoculated  a  number  of  rabbits  with  the 
•  woman's  saliva,  and  produced  in  several  of  them  hydrophobic  symp- 
toms and  death,  while  a  similar  result  did  not  follow  inoculation  with 
the  normal  secretion.  The  celebrated  experiment  made  by  Magendie 
and  Breschet,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  Paris,  in  181 3,  was  no  less 
remarkable.  They  inoculated  two  healthy  dogs  with  saliva  from  a 
patient  named  Surlu,  who  died  of  hydrophobia  a  few  hours  after- 
wards. One  of  the  animals  escaped;  the  other,  carefully  secluded, 
became  rabid  in  six  weeks,  and  having  been  made  to  bite  several 
dogs,  they  soon  went  mad  and  infected  others  still.  Hertwig  also  is 
said  to  have  successfully  transplanted  the  virus  from  a  man  to  a  dog, 
and  Busnout,  Berndt,  Loffler,  and  Renault  of  Alfort,  likewise  have 
demonstrated  that  the  disease  is  capable  of  transmission  from  man- 
kind tor  the  canine  race. 

Hydrophobia  in  the  dog  has  been  by  some  writers  divided  into 
two  varieties,  viz.,  dumb  and  furious  rabies,  according  as  the  animal 
is  sullen  and  undemonstrative,  or  noisy  and  fierce.  Other  authors 
recognize  still  a  third  variety,  which  they  term  tranquil  rabies,  where 
the  animal  is  quiet,  indifferent,  and  unaggressive.  These  distinctions, 
however,  are  by  no  means  clear.  Virchow  denies  altogether  the 
existence  of  any  distinct  forms  of  the  disease,  considering  them  merely 
as  prolonged  conditions  or  stages,  which,  according  to  him,  are — ist. 
The  prodroviic  stage,  or  that  of  viclancholy  ;  2d.  The  irritable  and 
furious  stsige ;  3d.  The /faralf  tic  stSLge, 

It  is  occasionally  very  difficult  to  detect  the  existense  of  rabies  in 
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its  nascent  state.     This  accounts  for  cases  of  hydrophobia  lo  perawi  J 
inoculated  by  dogs  supposed  not  to  have  been  rabid,  and  which ditf 
or  were  killed  before  the  full  development  of  the  disease.     Thamiu}: 
has  collated  19  cases  occurring  in  the  human  subject  m  which  dog^ttio  I 
all  appearances  healthy,  but  which  subsequently  became  rabid,  pr 
duced  hydrophobia  by  their  bite.     Fortunately,  however,  the  c* 
position  to  bite   is  not  apt  to  be  exhibited  until  the  afTeciion  is  r 
established. 

The  disease  is  first  manifested  by  constant  restlessness,  imeasinoiv  , 
disinclination  for  human  society,  and  irritability  of  temper^ — theanim^ 
of  fondHn^  and  sociable  disposition  becoming  snarly,  uiorosc,  and  shy 
it,  is  in  this  early  stage  that  the  pet  dog  especially  is  dangerous  to  hii  j 
hun^n  associates,  children  particularly,  who,  instead  of  avoiding  b" 
are  liable  to  annoy  him  with  caresses  and  attempts  at  concilial^ 
or  to  punish  him  for  his  unaccountable  peevishness.      He  e^'inct 
desire  to  hide  from  observation,  retiring  under  pieces  of  funiitore, 
into  dark  corners,  or  the  interior  of  his  kennel,  but  frequently  chang- 
ing his  position  from  one  place  to  another*    He  is  continually  engaged 
in  Ucking,  scratching,  or  rubbing  some  portion  of  his  body.     He  t* 
usually  costive,  and  occasionally  has  nausea.     His  appetite  become 
depraved,  and  he  begins  to  search   eagerly  for    and  to  swaUow  die 
most  indigestible  substances,  as  bits  of  thread,  wool,  hair,  glass,  strair, 
wood,  and  dung,  and  he  even  laps  his  own  urine  and    eats  his  own 
excrement.     These  symptoms  are  almost  infallible,  and  the  pre^cooe 
of  an  incongruous  mass  of  such  materials   in  a    dog*s  stomach  ift«f 
death  is  regarded  by  most  authorities  as  entirely   conclusive  of  tk 
character  of  his  disorder.     Although   he  may  have  been    naturally 
amiable,  he  now  takes  every  opportunity  of  quarreling  with  his  canine 
companions,  but  his  strongest  antipathy  is  exhibited   against  the  cat, 
which  he  chases   and  worries  Avhenever  she   appears.      The  animals 
countenance  undergoes  a  marked   change  ;  that    of  the    docile  aiid 
affectionate  dog  assumes  an  earnest,  inquiring,  appealing  expression; 
that  of  the  savage  brute  becomes  the  very  picture  of  ferocit>^     In  Ac 
early  stages  of  rabies,  the  dog*s  attachment  for   his   master  appeirs 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  he  will  constantly  endeavor  to  lick  his  hands, 
his  face,  or  any  part  he  can  reach.      As  Youatt  has  observed,  females 
and  men,  too,  are  apt  to  allow  their  dogs,  when  in  health,  to  indulge 
in  this  filthy  and  very  dangerous  habit,  and  the  virus  of  a  rabid  animjl 
may  thus  be  readily  deposited  upon  a  wounded  or  abraded  surfaocf 
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and  be  absorbed  without  exciting  the  suspicion  of  the  victim.  The 
dog,  if  unable  to  reach  the  hands  of  his  master,  will  mumble  his  foot, 
or  sometimes  suddenly  seize  it  in  his  teeth — then  crouch  and  ask 
pardon.  An  early  and  very  characteristic  sign  of  rabies  is  a  peculiar 
delirium — the  animal  snaps  at  imaginary  objects  floating  in  the  air — 
ntuscae  volitantes — but  this  hallucination  is  quickly  dispelled  by  his 
master's  call — he  listens  attentively  for  a  moment,  and  then  relapses 
into  his  mental  wandering.  About  this  period  some  degree  of  stra- 
bismus is  common — not  that  appearance  of  squinting  which  in  dis- 
temper is  produced  by  the  protrusion  of  the  haw  or  membrana  nictitans 
— but  an  actual  distortion  of  the  eyes,  one  of  which  is  generally  affected 
more  than  the  other.  Twitchings  also  may  be  observed  about  the 
eye,  extending  gradually  over  the  cheek  and  face.  Congestion  of  the 
conjunctiva  likewise  occurs.  As  a  rule,  before  the  disease  has  become 
well  developed,  the  bark  and  voice  of  the  animal  undergo  a  remarka- 
ble change.  His  bark,  which  in  health  has  usually  little  inflection, 
now  ends  abruptly  and  very  singularly  in  a  howl  a  fifth,  sixth  or 
eighth  higher  than  at  the  commencement — the  animal's  nose  being  at 
the  same  time  raised.  Sometimes  he  will  utter  a  hoarse  inward  bark, 
rising  slightly  in  tone  at  the  close.  To  one  acquainted  with  these 
sounds,  they  indicate  the  disease,  however  equivocal  may  be  the 
other  signs.  M.  Bouley  relates  the  following  authentic  anecdote  to 
show  the  importance  of  recognizing  this  modified  bark :  Some  years 
since  two  veterinary  students,  on  their  return  to  the  Alfort  School 
about  9  o'clock  at  night,  heard  the  characteristic  howl  of  a  rabid  dog 
proceeding  from  a  house  in  Charenton.  They  felt  impelled  to  knock 
at  the  door  and  warn  the  proprietor  of  the  danger  which  menaced 
him  ;  and  he  fortunately  receiving  the  warning  as  seriously  as  it  was 
given,  kept  the  animal,  a  watch-dog,  chained  during  the  night,  and 
the  next  day  conducted  it  to  Alfort.  The  students  had  not  been 
deceived  ;  for  M.  Bouley  certified  that  the  dog  was  mad,  and  its 
master  could  scarcely  recover  from  his  astonishment  when  so  informed; 
he  could  not  believe  that  the  creature  he  held,  still  docile,  affectionate, 
and  obedient  as  ever,  could  be  suffering  from  so  redoubtable  a 
disease.  Such,  nevertheless,  was  the  fact — for  undeniable  symptoms 
of  rabies  soon  manifested  themselves. 

In  about  a  couple  of  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease, 
the  animal  often  begins  to  lose  control  of  his  voluntary  muscles.  He 
snaps  eagerly  at  his  food,  but  frequently  misses  it,  and  if  it  is  grasped 
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%vithin  his  jaws,  he  either  bolt^  it  suddenly  or  drops  it  while  endeiTor   j 
mg  to  chew  it.     This  loss  of  power  increases   in   the  muscles  of  tk  I 
jaw^  tongue,  and  throat,  until  the  lower  jaw  becomes  dependent,  aai  I 
the  tongue  protrudes  and  assumes  a  livid  color.      Still,  by  a  sort  rf  I 
convulsive  effort,  the  dog  is  perfectly  able  to  bite.      Up  to  ihh  tioM 
frothy  spume  or  slaver  has  been  constantly  driveling  over  hh  ]tp^ 
but  now  the  saliva  lessens  in  quantity  and  becomes  thick«  viscid^iodl 
glutinous,  adhering  to  the  fauces  and  corners   of  his  mouth-    He  I 
attempts  frantically  to  detach  it  with  his  paws»  and  being  coEisaiM|| 
with  a  burning  thirst*  he  seeks  for  water,  trying  assiduously  buto^^ 
ineffectually  to  lap  it,  and  in  his  eagerness  overtyming  the  vessel  omh  J 
taining  it.     He  now  becomes  insensible  to  pain  ;  however  sereilB 
beaten,  he  utters  no  cry  of  distress.     In  this  condition   he  has  bc^ 
known  to  seize  and  munch  burning  coals,  or  grasp  a   red-hot  pokcf 
firmly  in  his  jaws,  or  to  mutilate  himself,  without  apparent  suffering. 
The  animal  is  now  restless »  and  has  a  strong  propensity  to  escape 
from  home,  to  which  he  will  sometimes  return  after  doing  much  luiv 
chief.     He  wanders  savagely  about,  attacking  imaginary  objects  and 
venting  his  fury  upon  the  real  ones  which  he  encounters.     This  period 
of  agitation  is  sometimes  continuous,  until  paralysis  supervenes :  btfi 
it  is  more  apt  to  occur  in  repeated  paroxysms,  in  whose  inter^aU  tht 
creature  appears  exhausted  and  feeble.     He  then  often  lapses  into  i 
condition  of  fitful  somnolence,  from  which  he   aw^akes  to  renew  te 
violence.     If  confined,  he  gives  utterance  to  the  peculiar  bark  stni 
howl  described.     When  at  large,  however,  he  giv^es  forth  no  wamiiig 
noise,  but  seems  determined  on  a  straightforward  trot.     Stoneheiige. 
tn  his  "British  Rural  Sports,"  remarks:    "This  desire  to  wadder 
appears  to  me  an  instinctive  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  disease  by  mus- 
cular action,  and  if  indulged  in  quietly,  I  am  inclined  to  think  there 
might  be  some   chance  of  a  recovery.      The  disease    is   ei^deotlj' 
caused  by  some  poison,  and  as  in  other  cases  poisons  are  got  rid  rf 
by  some  extraordinary  secretion,  so  I  am  led  to   believe  that  Ae 
wearing  down   of  the  muscular,  and  with  it  the  nervous  system,  br 
long-continued  fatigue,  is  the  natural  cure  of  the  disease/' 

During  his  peregrinations  the  mad-dog,  if  interfered  with  m  aaf 
way,  and  more  especially  if  strtick^  will  wreak  his  vengeance  otitfct 
offender ;  but  he  seldom,  as  a  rule*  goes  out  of  his  way  to  do  a  m^ 
chief,  and  will  often  pass  through  crowds  of  people  without  ia^miai 
anyone.     Even  if  pursued  and  annoyed  by  cries  and  hoottogs^be 
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usually  rather  endeavors  to  escape  from  his  assailants  than  turn  upon 
them.  This,  however,  is  not  invariably  the  case,  as  a  naturally  fero- 
cious dog  is  apt  to  hunt  out  his  prey  diligently  and  perseveringly, 
sometimes  attacking  and  svounding  many  people  and  animals  in  his 
fearful  course.  A  mad  dog  will  usually,  as  long  as  he  retains  the 
kast  memory  of  his  former  predilections,  avoid  attacking  his  master, 
and  refrain  from  molesting  female  dogs.  The  latter  fact  in  a  great 
measure  explains  the  circumstance  that  the  proportion  of  bitches 
found  rabid  is  much  less  than  their  relative  number  might  be  expectefd 
to  furnish. 


KAjiiii^*,   LA^INAH— 4,ATTE«   Vl  AGK. 


The  latter  stages  of  rabies  are  thus  graphically  described  by 
Fleming ; 

**  The  rabid  dog  does  not  continue  its  progress  very  long. 
Exhausted  by  fatigue,  by  the  fits  of  madness  excited  in  it  by  the 
objects  it  meets  in  its  way,  by  hunger,  thirst,  and  also,  no  doubt,  as  a 
consequence  of  the  disease  itself,  its  limbs  soon  become  feeble.  Then 
it  slackens  its  rate  of  traveling  and  walks  unsteadily ;  its  drooping 
tail,  its  head  inclined  toward  the  ground,  the  mouth  open,  and  the 
protruded  tongue  of  a  lead-blue  color  and  covered  with  dust — all  this 
gives  the  distressed  creature  a  very  striking  and  characteristic  physi- 
ognomy. In  this  condition,  however,  it  is  much  less  to  be  dreaded 
than  in  its  early  fits  of  fury.  If  it  is  still  bent  on  attacking,  it  is  only 
when  it  meets  with  anything  directly  in  its  track  that  it  seeks  to  satisfy 
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its  rage  ;  but  it  is  no  longer  suHidently  excilablc  to  cbaitgt  its&t^ 
tion  or  go  out  of  its  course  to  attack  an  animal  or  a  man  not  immt 
diately  in  its  path.  It  is  extremely  probable*  also,  that  its  fast-failir 
vision  and  deadened  5cent  prevent  it^  being  so  easily  impressed  b 
surrounding  objects  as  it  previously  was, 

*'  As  has  been  said,  to  each  paroxysm,  which  is  always  of  sh 
duration,  there  succeeds  a  degree  of  exhaustion  as  great  as  the  te 
have  been  violent  and  often  repeated.     This  compels  the  antmai  to 
stop  ;  then  it  shelters  itself  in  obscure  places,  frequently  in  the  ditch© 
by  the  roadside,  and  lies  there  in  a  somnolent  state  for  perhaps  hooa 
There  is  great  danger,  nevertheless,  in  disturbing  the  creature  at  dm 
period  ;  for»  when  roused  from  its  torpor,  it  has  sometimes  s" — ^'^ 
enough  left  to  inflict  a  bite.     Many  people,  and  particularly  ci 
have  perished  from  hydrophobia  through  having  committed  such  an 
imprudent  act  as  disturbing  a  rabid  dog  Ih  this  condition  ;  indeed* 
this  danger  may  have  given  rise  to  the  old  proverb  to  *  leave  sleeping 
dogs  alone,"     This  period,  which  we  may  term  the  second  stage  rf 
the  malady,   is  as  variable  as  the  first  stage,  but  it    rarely  indeed 
exceeds  from  three  to  four  days.      The  phenomena  we  have  de* 
scribed   insensibly  merge   into   those  of  the    third   or    last  period, 
when  symptoms  of  paralysis  appear,  which  are   promptly  followed 
by  death. 

"When  the  disease  approaches  its  termination,  and  during  the  re- 
missions in  the  paroxysms,  these  symptoms  of  paralysis  become  maiii- 
fest,  especially  in  the  hind  limbs,  which  look  as  if  they  Gould  not 
support  the  animaFs  weight,  and  cause  it  to  stagger  about ;  or  the 
lower  jaw  becomes  more  or  less  drooping,  leaving  the  dr>-  monili 
partially  open,*  Emaciation  proceeds  rapidly,  and  the  parox>^siDS 
diminish  in  intensity;  while  the  remissions  become  less  marked.  The 
physiognomy  assumes  a  still  more  sinister  and  repulsive  aspect;  the 
hair  is  dull  and  standing  on  end  ;  the  flanks  are  drawn  up  ;  the  cj-o 
lose  their  lustre,  and  are  buried  in  their  orbits  ;  the  pupils  arc  dilated, 
and  the  cornea  dull  and  semi-opaque  ;  and  the  strabismus  so  oltei 
present  adds  still  more  to  the  terrifying  appearance  of  the  poor 
creature.  The  voice  is  husky,  if  at  all  heard  ;  the  breathing  is  labo- 
rious and  the  pulse  hurried  and  irregular.     Gradually  the  paralysis 
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increases,  and  the  hinder  extremities  are  dragged  as  if  the  animal's 
back  were  broken,  until  at  length  it  is  general,  and  is  then  the  prelude 
to  death/'  The  dog  becomes  comatose,  and  if  permitted  to  die  in 
peace,  perishes,  as  a  rule,  from  asphyxia. 

The  progress  of  canine  rabies  is  always  rapid,  and  its  termination 
almost  invariably  fatal.  Its  duration  rarely  exceeds  ten  days,  and  in 
most  instances  death  occurs  in  from  four  to  six  days  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  initial  symptoms.  It  may  take  place  at  any  period  of  the 
disease,  but  small  and  delicate  animals  are  liable  to  die  in  the  early 
stages,  and  not  unfrequently  before  any  unusual  appearances  attract 
attention.  Persons  may  be  inoculated  by  such  creatures  without  any 
apprehensions  being  excited  before  the  peculiar  sensations  which 
usher  in  hydrophobia  are  experienced. 

With  regard  to  the  period  of  incubation  in  the  dog  and  other 
animals  nothing  has  been  positively  determined  as  to  the  length  of 
the  interval  elapsing  between  the  receipt  of  the  injury  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  rabies.  In  the  dog  Lafosse's  experience  shows  seven 
days  as  the  shortest  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  days  as  the  longest 
period.  According  to  Roll  it  varies  from  three  to  ten  weeks.  Youatt 
states  it  as  from  seventeen  days  to  seven  months.  Blaine  affirms  that 
the  majority  of  cases  occur  between  the  third  and  seventh  weeks. 
Some  authorities  have  seen  the  disease  developed  within  three  days. 
Renault  gives  from  five  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen  days — the 
majority,  however,  are  between  fifteen  and  fifty  days.  According  to 
St.  Cyr  the  interval  varies  between  sixteen  and  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  days.  Haubner,  in  two  hundred  cases,  noticed  that  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  within  two  months  occurred  in  83  percent., 
within  three  months  in  16  per  cent.,  within  four  months  in  i  per  cent. 
He  mentions  one  instance  of  eight  months  and  another  of  fourteen 
months  incubation. 

In  the  cat  the  incubatory  interval  would  seem  to  be  very  brief 
— ranging  from  two  to  four  weeks. 

In  the  pig,  according  to  the  Traite  des  Maladies  du  Pore  of  M. 
Bunion,  it  never  exceeds  eight  days.  But  Haubner  affirms  that  the 
period  varies  from  nine  days  to  several  months,  and  Gervi  has  known 
it  to  extend  to  two  years. 

Peyronie  states  the  minimum  time  in  the  horse  as  fifteen  days, 
and  Baudin  gives  the  maximum  as  fourteen  months. 

In   the   bovine   race,   Haubner,   from  statistics   of  two    hundred 
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nan   subject   in   from    one   to  three  months  after  the  bite.     It  is 
rain,  however,  that  in  some  instances  the  poison  may  remain  latent 
a  very  long  period,  and  it  is  possible  that  it  may,  in  either  man  or 
ACT  creatures,   be  deposited  and   continue  dormant   until   natural 
,ath.     A  local   disturbance  of  the  cicatrix  or  some  irritation  from 
nstitutional  causes  is  probably  instrumental  in  leading  to  its  escape 
to  the  general   system.     The  circumstances  which  more  especially 
nd,  it  is  believed,  to  hasten  the  development  of  the  affection  are — 
institutional  debility,  previous  ill-health,  the  fright  experienced  at 
lie  time  of  the   injury,    fear   and   anxiety   entertained   afterwards, 
encreal  and  other  excesses,  exposure  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun^ 
lepressing  passions  and  injury  to  the  cicatrix.     A  vigorous  constitu- 
tion and  absence  of  all  apprehension  and  causes  of  mental  depression 
or  bodily  exhaustion  most  likely  prolong  the  period  of  latency,  or 
successfully  interfere  with  the  escape  of  the  poison,  especially  if  the 
quantity   deposited  has   been  small.     In  a  minor  degree   the   same 
physiological   and   pathological   laws   apply   to   the   lower  animals. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  some  individuals  are  very  susceptible   of  in- 
oculation, while  others  appear  to   enjoy  entire   exemption   from   it,. 
This  fact  has  frequently  been  noticed  in  dogs.     Figures  of  the  Alfort, 
Lyons,  and   Berlin  veterinary  schools  show   respectively  one-third^ 
one-fifth,  and  one-eighth  infected  out  of  all  dogs  bitten  by  other  rabid 
ones.     Hertwig   inoculated  fifty-nine   dogs,  of  which  only  fourteen 
became   mad.     He   mentions   a   dog  which  resisted  for  three  years 
repeated  attempts  at  inducing  rabies,  although  seven  others  inoculated 
at  the  same  time  and  with  the  same  saliva  succumbed  to  the  affection^ 
As  with  dogs,  so  with  mankind — for   providentially   many   persons 
injured  by  rabid  animals  remain  unaffected.     We  have  one  instance, 
recorded  by  Thacher,  of  a  footman  thrice  bitten  by  dogs  manifestly 
mad  (as  they  infected  other  animals)  who  escaped,  although  refusing 
all  precautionary  measures. 

Several  authentic  cases  of  very  extended  incubation  in  man  are  on 
record.  One  in  Guy's  Hospital,  carefully  investigated  by  Dr.  Gull, 
occurred  after  five  years,  and  Mr.  Hale  Thomson,  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  London  Lancet y  relates  an  instance  of  seven  years  latency,  the 
last  twenty-five  months  of  which  had  been  passed  in  solitary  con- 
finement. Dr.  Bardsley  cites  an  authentic  case  of  a  fatal  termination 
twelve  years  after  the  infliction  of  the  bite,  the  evidence  being  clear 
and  satisfactory.     We  are  not  warranted  in  considering  as  ordinarily 


safe  a  person  who   has  been   bitten  and    has    used    no   prevent** 
measures,  until  at  least  two  years  have  elapsed,* 

The  phenomena  of  feline  rabies  are  not,  oa  account  of  the  poo- 
liar  disposition  and  habits  of  the  cat,  so  easilj*^  detected  and  oti^ 
as  in  the  other  domestic  animals.     There  is  reason   to  be  sui; 
when    tlie  animal    becomes  gloomy  and    restless,    attacks  v 
provocation,    shows    a    tendency    to    bite,    moves    about   withofl 
apparent  cause,  is  disposed  to  keep  aloof,  has   a  great   thirst,  r  '; 
food,  or  exhibits  a  depraved  appetite.    Such  symptonris  should  ^   -,^ 
lead  us  to  confine  the  creature  at  once  in  some  place  where  it  can  fc  i 
no  mischief.    When  the  disease  reaches  the  furious  stage,  the  origifli 
tiger-like  character  of  the  animal  with  all   its  ferocious  instinds 
thoroughly  restored.     There  is  nothing,  says   Bouley,  more  tenik 
than  to  see  a  mad  cat  in  a  cage.     Its  mouth  is  partly  open  and  fcufflf  I 
— its  back  arched — its  tail  beating  its  flanks — its  claws  are  so  rigi<% 
protruded  as  to  cause  it  to  walk  with  difficulty,    and   they  penctnfie 
and  leave  their  imprint  in  the  floor.     VV^hen   any  one  presents  hie- 
self  before  it,  it  flies  towards  him  at  a  single  bound,  as  high  zs  ribe 
cage  will  permit,  as  if  to  attack  the  person *s  face,  for  which  portiot 
of  the  body  the  mad  creature,  when  uncon fined,  has  a  special  predi- 
lection. 

Mr.  Youatt  gives  the  following  description  of  his  encounter  with  I 
a  rabid  cat :  '*  A  cat  that  had  been  the  inhabitant  of  a  nurser)\  asd 
the  playmate  of  the  children,    had    all  at  once  become  sullen  afl^ 
ill-tempered     It  had  taken  refuge  in  an  upper  room,  and  could  not 


^ITie  one  cofflinunic&bli  diseue  which  La  lis  mode  of  iova^n  df  th«  »y»rcm«  a.n4  m  if*  iii4c&»*t  f 
incutaiion,  bean  a  i^ccttUarty  clout  atialofy  bo  hydra[>hobi&  i«  f>'phili^-H:he  poukJti  of  all  apther  affuciJaw 
cnt  upon  ^pecjlic  c»ntagmn  lecmin^  lo  hmvc  m  weffi-d^oeii  pcn^6  of  latency-  Tliat  of  the^  sypbililic  vma  *^^  I 
tppof  to  be  a»  uncertain  slm  Lhat  of  the  rahiJic  poiton.  A'ZiKuduic  to  Diilay^  in  ^m  cmw^  tif  sfphOtt  (Mi  Wt^\ 
fflCted  t9  trejitmcnt)  the  jjerioil  of  ixLcubation  raa^d  fram  js  to  ■<»$  days ;,  acccwdiaf  lo  tlAAMnn^  #*«■ 
between  the  inTcctlng  c«>itti«  and  the  outbreak  of  t^pHUitic  er>-di«aji  in  107  tsues  m.  wfikfi  bo  tiiinlMUii 
been  {^dmintntercdp  varied  frtifii  to  dnyi  Cq  €vc  pnonchv^  Foumier,  fr^mi  jua.  couxiioatkiti  of  yaj  &kvett  ^m 
mv^fogf  of  forty  or  fifty  days.  Ricord,  as  the  result  of  hit  extensiTc  cirperiefice,  enuiiciatEft  the  ^m  HM  1 
no  apecJjIic  |re4Ltmetit  is  empby-ed.  *ij:  montAt  never  paw  wiihoui  the  appearstnce  <d  c«ti«nl  ^fugm 
Sipnundp  <L>r  Vjenii^  in  ^^^  rdijiUc  case^ft  I^vc^  a  maximuni  uf  three  tnorith&  ■  C4«enAvc  foes  «a  ttf  a»  »  ^  | 
mate  the  average  iniervaJ  bctM^een  the  momeiil  of  contajridn  »rid  the  devebpment  of  typHUtic  oyibiaaft 
jfearst  uid  ieULe«  one  instance  of  ttn  yr&rs  ;  And  Vidal  approveA  thu  9ta>temenf .  Eim  Bv«nc»d 
advocates  the  optiKHin  af  a  definite  pcTi>d  of  incubttioa,  nakc^  the  fiitlluu^ine  9iatea:hsit :  **Tfw  Af4ical 
Xc*m%  of  seacml  typhilii  lexcept  in  ca^cs  of  hcrediury  orifia  and  of  tmi^siiniis^iion.  thruitgh  the  toed  die 
have  been  preceded  by  a  chancre  prvhi^iy  it  tiki h  thrrr  and  crrtmitiijf  ^t^it^in  ri-z  w^MiAs,  |w  v»i4gi  ■ 
hsu  not  been  gjven^"  He  Mlut  addi  tkat  the  developmeni  of  ?>philt»  »  hastened  tiy  tlK»c  caM*ea  tttidi  1 
d<pns»  the  vital  powers-  Such  circumstances  are,  a«  has>  been  remai'ked,,  well  r^oogma^  41  inMi^MMVf  ^  I 
letting  fre«  tSie  latent  rkUfic  virus- 


749 

be  coaxed  from  the  corner  in  which  it  had  crouched.  It  was  nearly- 
dark  when  I  went.  I  saw  the  horrible  glare  of  her  eyes,  but  I  could 
not  see  so  much  of  her  as  I  wished,  and  I  said  that  I  would  call 
again  in  the  morning.  I  found  the  patient  on  the  following  day 
precisely  in  the  same  situation,  and  in  the  same  attitude,  crouched 
up  in  a  corner,  and  ready  to  spring.  I  was  very  much  interested  in 
the  case,  and  as  I  wanted  to  study  the  countenance  of  this  demon, 
for  she  looked  like  one,  I  was  foolishly,  inexcusably  imprudent.  I 
went  on  my  hands  and  knees  and  brought  my  face  nearly  on  a  level 
with  hers,  and  gazed  on  those  glaring  eyes  and  that  horrible  counte- 
nance until  I  seemed  to  feel  the  deathly  influence  of  a  spell  stealing 
over  me.  I  was  not  afraid,  but  every  mental  and  bodily  power 
was  in  a  manner  suspended.  My  countenance  perhaps  alarmed  her, 
for  she  sprang  on  me,  fastened  herself  on  my  face,  and  bit  through 
both  my  lips.  She  then  darted  down  stairs,  and,  I  believe,  was  never 
seen  again."  An  immediate  and  thorough  cauterization  with  nitrate 
of  silver  saved  Mr.  Youatt  from  any  unpleasant  consequences. 

Unlike  the  mad  dog  the  rabid  cat  no  longer  retains  its  former 
affection  for  its  master — which,  in  truth,  under  normal  conditions  seems 
to  be  only  a  selfish  attachment.  .  It  will  often  wander  from  home  and 
retire  to  some  obscure  loft,  or  out-of-the-way-place,  where  it  is  danger- 
ous to  molest  it.  It  soon  becomes  haggard  and  emaciated — its  voice 
sounds  hoarse  and  sinister,  and  paralysis  and  death  finally  supervene. 

It  may  be  instructive  to  describe  the  peculiarities  exhibited  by 
other  animals  when  laboring  under  this  affection. 

The  wolf  and  fox,  and,  in  fact,  most  wild  carnivora,  when  rabid, 
become  extremely  audacious,  taking  to  the  fields  and  roads,  entering 
towns,  and  without  hesitation  furiously  attacking  men,  dogs,  horses, 
herds,  and  flocks.  Strange  stories  are  related  of  the  arts  to  which 
rabid  wolves  have  recourse  in  order  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 
They  are  apt  to  steal  upon  their  victims  unawares,  selecting  human 
beings  as  their  peculiar  prey,  but  without  attempting  to  kill  and 
devour  those  whom  they  attack.  They  usually  fly  at  the  hands  or 
face,  and  hence  their  wounds  are  much  more  frequently  followed  by 
inoculation  than  those  of  dogs  who  generally  snap  at  the  legs,  and 
from  whose  teeth  the  rabid  saliva  is  likely  to  be  absorbed  by  the 
clothing.  According  to  Niemeyer,  of  145  persons  bitten  by  rabid 
dogs  in  Wurtemberg,  only  28  took  the  disease.  John  Hunter  relates 
that  21  persons  were  bitten  by  the  same  dog,   and  but  one    con- 
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tracted  hydrophobia;  while,  as  we  have  seen,  Brera  mentions  the 
circumstance  of  a  single  wolf  having  communicated  the  disease  to 
9  persons  out  of  13  whom  it  had  bitten.*  M.  Renault,  in  a  report 
to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  in  1852,  presented  statistics  of  2>4 
persons  bitten  by  wolves,  of  whom  164,  or  nearly  two-thirds,  became 
mad.  Hufeland  observes  that  those  provinces  in  which  hydrophobia 
is  most  abundant  are  contiguous  to  forests  containing  wolves,  in 
Russia,  Poland,  Germany,  the  Ardennes,  etc. 

As  death  approaches  the  mad  wolf  skulks  away,  and  dies  blind 
and  powerless  in  some  retired  spot. 

Martens  and  badgers  when  rabid,  like  foxes,  lose  their  natural 
shyness,  and  become  bold  and  ferocious. 

In  the  mad  pig  the  symptoms  consist  in  a  peculiar  uneasiness,  itdi- 
ing  of  the  wound,  unnatural  squealing,  and  husky  grunt,  savagencss 
with  a  disposition  to  bite,  gaping,  salivation,  often  depraved  taste, 
and  exaltation  of  the  sensitive  function  of  the  skin,  finally  marasmus, 
paralysis,  and  death. 

In  the  horse  the  disease  commences  with  restlessness,  biting  at 
the  seat  of  injury,  frequent  change  of  position,  sudden  starts  as 
though  frightened,  irascibility,  and  great  susceptibility  to  external 
influences.  The  ears  are  constantly  in  motion,  as  though  listening  to 
strange  sounds,  and  the  animal  seems  subject  to  hallucinationa.  The 
eye  is  very  sensitive  to  light,  the  pupil  dilated,  and  the  gaze  fixed. 
In  stallions  and  mares  the  venereal  desire  is  increased.  As  the  disease 
progresses  there  are  noticed  cutaneous  quiverings,  soon  followed  by 
convulsions.  Loss  of  appetite  and  difficulty  in  swallowing  are  com- 
mon. Paroxysms  of  rage  occur,  excited  particularly  at  sight  of  a 
dog,  when  the  horse  kicks  and  paws  viciously,  and  bites  so  furiously 
at  any  object  within  its  reach  that  it  sometimes  breaks  its  teeth  or  its 
jaws.  It  even  bites  its  own  body.  Respiration  is  accelerated  and 
the  voice  is  hoarse  and  disagreeable.  There  is  rarely  much  salivation. 
The  animal  rapidly  becomes  emaciated,  and  sinks.  There  ensues 
paralysis  of  the  hind  quarters,  causing  it  to  maintain  the  recumbent 
position.     Convulsions  and  general  paralysis  are  the  final  symptoms 

The    early  symptoms    in    the    bovine    species     are    lessened  or 


*  It  is  recmmtcd  in  the  Dictionaire  Kncyc/it^Jiqu^  ties  Sciences  ^fttiicales  that  in  the  villai:©  ^f  E»3n- 
guliczcnvic,  Ru'-.si.i,  a  single  mad  wolf  bit  35  men  and  aj  women,  of  whom  24  men  and  15  women  tuo: mbei  t. 
the  disease.  I>r.  Michel,  of  Salie,  Turkey,  relates  that  in  1852  a  rabid  wolf  there  bit  47  pcrs..'ni,  .  f  wh-j-n  4- 
<iied  oi  hydrophobia. 
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depraved  appetite,  restlessness,  excitability,  tremblings,  constant 
salivation,  augmentation  of  sexual  desire,  difficulty  in  swallowing, 
manifestation  of  disagreeable  sensations  at  the  seat  of  the  wound, 
and  mental  delusions.  Paroxysms  occur  as  in  the  horse,  when  the 
eyes  are  staring,  brilliant,  and  congested,  the  mouth  hot  and  foamy, 
the*  voice  altered  to  a  dull,  hoarse  sound ;  the  animal  is  very  excited, 
bellows  frequently,  agitates  its  jaws,  paws  and  kicks,  or  falls  down, 
rolls  about,  and  endeavors  to  get  away  from  its  fastenings.  It 
frequently  exhibits  a  desire  to  attack  ;  strikes  at  obstacles  with  such 
fury  that  its  horns  are  often  fractured,  and  its  forehead  dreadfully 
contused.  Rumination  and  lactation  are  suspended.  Great  emacia- 
tion, paralysis  of  the  posterior  extremities,  inability  to  stand,  and 
profound  coma  finally  terminate  the  animal's  existence.  There  is 
seldom  any  disposition  to  bite. 

In  the  sheep  and  goat  the  symptoms  are  almost  identical,  save 
that  in  the  former  the  desire  to  bite  is  much  more  prominent  than  in 
the  latter.  Loss  of  appetite,  cessation  of  rumination,  itching  of  the 
wound,  and  unusual  sexual  excitement*  are  the  initial  phenomena. 
These  are  succeeded  by  agitation,  modification  of  voice,  with  a  sort 
of  dull  bleating  at  intervals,  staring  and  congested  eyes  with  dilated 
pupils,  and  very  abundant  jiasal  and  salivary  secretions.  In  the 
paroxysms  the  beast  leaps,  paws,  grinds  its  teeth,  and  butts  wickedly 
at  any  animal  or  object  within  its  reach.  The  sheep  almost  always 
endeavors  to  bite  people,  animals,  and  utensils,  and  will  even  attack 
dogs  with  great  fury.  Emaciation,  debility,  paralysis,  great  discharge 
of  nasal  mucus,  convulsions,  and  death  complete  the  last  stage. 

Fowls  manifest  the  disease  by  similar  nervous  excitability  and 
restlessness.  They  seem  to  have  hallucinations,  and  perform  frenzied 
movements  ;  seek  shelter  from  the  light ;  their  voice  becomes  husky  ; 
they  are  often  aggressive,  employing  their  natural  weapons,  and  even 
attempting  to  bite.  Staggering,  convulsions,  and  paralysis  indicate 
the  approach  of  death. 

Deer  when  rabid  foam  at  the  mouth,  worry  one  another  like 
dogs,  tearing  off  each  others*  hair  and  flesh,  and,  when  confined,  bite 
at  whatever  comes  within  their  reach. 

Observations  at  the  veterinary  schools  of  France  and   Germany 

*  This  same  symptom  noticed  in  various  animals  is  frequently  present  in  human  beings  affected  with 
hydrophobia.  Boerhaave  remarked  it  in  men  (satyriasis),  and  it  was  mentioned  by  Galen.  According  to 
Trousseau,  nymphomania  has  sometimes  been  witnessed  in  women  suffering  from  the  disease. 
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hsLve  shown  that  in  animals  the  temperature  from  the  commcec'^''* 
of  the  disease  is  elevated,  and  Is  coincident  with   the  rapid  v  ^ 
tissue.     The  few  observations  recorded  in    cases  in   baman  subjecs 
exhibit   the  same   phenomenon.     In  one  of  the  Nottingham  a^ 
mentioned  in  the  British  Medical  Joumal    for  December^  j87(,ti:A 
temperature  before   dissolution   had    risen    to    io6. 2"",      Drs-  Aug. 
Viele,  A,  M*  Hamilton,  and  myself  were  recently  (/one  25,  iSyfl 
invited  to  visit  a  Mr,   McCormick  who   was   suffering  from  hj-dro- 
phobia.    We  saw  him  two  hours  before  death.      His  temperature  iud 
unfortunately  not  previously  been  observed;    but  at  that  pedodwc 
found  it  to  have  risen  to  104,2^- 

The  urine  in  both  animals  and  men  undergoes  a  mark    ' 

M.  Gubler  of  the  Beaujon  Hospital  has  shown  it  to  contaii   

of  earthy  phosphates  and  carbonates,  with  renal  epithrlium,  aoi 
an  abundance  of  albumen — reaction  acid — stigar  not  unfrequeaily 
present.* 

The  autopsical  appearances  in  hydrophobic  animals  are  variable 
and  non-distinctive,  Bruckmiiller,  after  the  most  careful  post-mortcs 
examinations  of  37S  rabid  dogs  during  a  period  of  twent>*  yojs, 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  furnished  by  dissccttoii  is 
of  no  value  in  defining  or  distinguishing  the  affection,  and  is  worllikss 
as  a  foundation  for  any  theory.    In  man^f  moreover,  the  most  carefid 


•  la  VVnioa  M^kak,  1869,  there  h  Enentioaeii  the  autaf]^  oT  a  pttwon  who  haa  died  IhiB 
mhme  Kalivsury  ela^idt  were  cKzniined  by  Ordr?nciv  who  found  in  their  tecrefien  cry»ta^lac  efenii 
fHitaiiini)  pever  befomc  observed  by  that  able  mjcroscopitt , 

In  SchnuOt*!  Jahxbflchcr*  1859,  ii  li  staled  that  there  has  been  tifitked  in  the   letter 
contidcrable  auxmentaiion  of  tlie  white  cotpuv^lcs  of  the  blood. 

t  The  CA»t  of  licConnick,  juit  menbooedt  has  lince  a^uncd  peculkr  iniKri^i:  1 
reporftd  by  Dr,  Wm.  A.  Kamnwrid  at  harutt  beeii  diicovrrcd  by  fvm  dunfis  «   mtcroceofNcal 
the  ncrvDUfi  centers.    Thctc  wen  :  Fatty  desenav^so  of  nerve  ctlU  m  the  c«nicai  siib«buoc 
the  root*  of  the  pqetiroogastric^  h|poelo9sa],  and  >pmal  acceiaory  nerves,  and  if*   the  upper 
cord.     Ur^  Hammond  con&iiders  ihe^  appearancss  almost  identical  with  tho«c   m   two 
Uifford  Ailbut  and  re|Miried  to  lHc  London  Pji(h<otosiCid  Soctery  to  ilrv,  in  whidi   thai 
there  had  been  noticed  fbrouE^out  all  the  cerebro-fpaiuil  oenters  in  dLJTercni  degrees,  ceufestkm, 
Ulrrtnout  eJi;udani»ii.  and  "  little  gapm  caused  by  the  di^pfieaianrCe  of  nerve-sEratidK  wliMi  1i*iJ 
the  granular  dibiiuegraiion  of  Clarke."'     Dr.  Hammond  regards  his  own  obtervatioiii  ma  of  pcodisr 
vahic  in  dctt^nniT^ing  ibc  pathogeny  of  bydfttphobja."    I  am  tmable  la  a^r«e  iti  bu  ^titictimofK  ^  xh 
reflMini  : 


i9t»i^«*«li 


t£L  Ev¥n  admitcing  (which  1  do  not)  that  ihe  Ic&ions  which  he  repomed  m^ere 
described  by  AUbut,  a  number  gf  other  equally  mintitc  microscopical  r^ininatiigaa  ^  liic 
ptincipal  ncrvct  implkated  have  been  made  in  similar  caie«  by  CKpeneaeid  eba«Tver>,  a*i>4#»/  AI# 
0/  any  alm&rmat  apf4nran<€S  in  some  iastanotSr  and  ocdy  of  tnlioit?  eaogiettiofi  in  oihen.  The  iijiiflik>i*> 
thercfonc,  vxm%  irresistible  thai  the  morbid  chaoga  noted  are  not  rt^miimt  vidi  jUrtm^ry  foctun  in  dr»'J  |i< 
ihf:  train  of  ^ympiotnii^  but  are  in  all  probability  sj^eemdaLry  leMWNj,  resulting  h^m  the  fe^rililc  distitrt^fiCE  9^^ 
the  dueaic  causes  m  the  functions  ^f  the  refipiiatory,  iraicularj,  and  na^out  tytimBm.     Such 
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examination  of  those  who  have  perished  from  hydrophobia  have 
proved  similarly  inconclusive  as  to  the  pathogeny  and  exact  character 
of  the  disease.* 

hardly,  therefore,  be  of  any  value  in  determining  the  pathogeny  of  the  aflfeclion  any  more  than  are  a  thousand* 
and  one  other  morbid  changes  seen  in  various  organs  after  death  by  hydrophobia,  and  which  are  well  recognized 
as  being  merely  consequential  and  non-uniform  Usions.  The  eminent  German  veterinary  professor  Bollinger, 
in  a  recent  treatise  upon  hydrophobia  (Ziemssen's  Cycl.),  does  not  hesitate  to  deny  emphatically  that  any  post- 
mortem observations  yet  made  upon  either  man  or  beast  are  of  any  value  whatsoever  in  tending  to  elucidate 
the  pathogenic  process  of  hydrophobia.  He  adds,  moreover,  that  in  herbivorous  animals  especially  there  is 
a  complete  absence  of  all  characteristic  changes. 

ad.  Granular  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  nerve  cells  are  not  uncommon  pathological  appearances  ia 
chachectic  conditions  of  the  system  which  do  not  present  any  very  definite  symptoms.  Such  conditions  might 
therefore  in  some  cases  precede  the  development  of  hydrophobia  without,  however,  exerting  more  than  an 
auxiliary  influence  in  its  production. 

3d.  Very  extensive  post-mortem  researches  have  been  made  in  cases  of  rabid  dogs  without  any  satisfactory 
resulL«(.  I  have  already  alluded  to  Bruckmtlller's  investigations.  According  to  ROII,  a  distinguished  German 
authority,  the  cadaveric  lesions  observed  in.  canine  rabies  oflfer  a  certain  similarity  to  those  which  are  the  conse- 
quence of  acute  poisoning  by  narcotic  substances.  In  this  connection  I  may  say  that  upon  visiting  McCormick 
two  hours  before  death,  he  appeared  both  tQ,Dr.  Hamilton  and  myself  laboring  decidedly  under  the  narcotism 
of  atropine,  of  which,  as  I  was  then  informed  by  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  Hadden,  several  large  doses  had 
been  administered. 

The  most  recent  pathological  investigations  of  hydrophobic  cases  fail  to  throw  any  farther  light  upon  the 
question  whether  the  lesions  detected  in  the  nervous  centers  are  pathognomonic  of  the  disease,  or  are  merely 
changes  such  as  might  be  due  to  tetanus  or  any  other  affection  producing  intense  disturbance  of  the  nervous 
system.  Beneditct,  of  the  Vienna  Imperial  Veterinary  School,  availing  himself  of  a  long-continued  epizo<)ty  of 
rabies  in  and  around  Vienna  during  1873-4,  has  made  numerous  preparations  of  a  number  of  animals  which 
were  affected.  The  pathological  changes  were  studied  by  making  seven  separate  vertical  sections  through  the 
hemispheres  ;  and  the  alterations  were  so  striking  that  Benedikt  is  of  opinion  they  could  have  been  overlooked 
only  through  imperfect  methods  of  investigation. 

In  the  first  place  he  notes  an  abnormal  distension  of  the  meningeal  vessels,  and  the  accumulation  around 
them  and  in  the  meshes  of  the  pia  mater  of  inflammation  corpuscles,  together  with  a  nucleated  exudation.  This 
was  strongly  refractive  of  light,  was  colorless,  and  under  high  magnifying  powers,  was  seen  to  consist  of  puncti- 
form  nuclear  substance  (granular  disintegration).  Striking  changes  were  observed  in  the  gray  matter  of  the  convolu- 
tions and  in  other  parts  of  the  nervous  centers.  One  of  the  coarser  changes  was  the  presence  of  numerous  holes  or 
spaces,  which,  when  magnified  80  or  90  diameters,  were  seen  to  be  filled  with  a  material  which  also  refracted  light. 
This  mass,  under  high  microscopic  powers,  consisted  of  a  granular  or  nuclear  substance,  in  which  w^ere  single 
hyadoid  and  cdorless  corpuscles  of  the  size  of  the  distended  nucleus  of  a  blood  corpuscle.  Inflammatory  cor- 
puscles were  to  be  seen  in  both  masses.  In  the  larger  spaces  nerve-cells  were  found.  Benedikt  further  describes 
a  peculiar  condition  of  the  hardened  brain,  especially  in  the  finer  sections.  The  slightest  pressure  forced  out 
upon  the  surface  shining  masses  which  proved  to  be  myelin  (colloid  ?).  These  were  often  found  lying  detached 
on  the  surface  of  the  section  and  presented  a  greenish  lustre.  He  states,  however,  that  he  has  seen  the  same 
in  the  spinal  cord  of  a  horse  which  had  suffered  from  rheumatic  tetanus^  and  regarded  it  as  a  softening 
and  chemical  alteration  of  the  cord. 

Meynert  has  also  lately  made  a  microscopical  examination  of  the  nervous  system  of  two  children  who  died 
from  hydrophobia.  The  blood-vessels  of  the  spinal  cord  were  distended,  and  their  walls  were  undergoing  amy- 
loid degeneration  :  and  the  adventitious  tissue  of  some  of  them  showed  nuclear  proliferation.  A  portion  of  the 
fibres  was  surrounded  by  tumefied  resistmg  medullary  substance,  which  was  partially  in  a  state  of  degeneration, 
and  the  cylinder-axis  had  disappeared.  These  alterations  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  lumbar  portion  0/ 
the  cord.  ITie  connective-tissue  of  the  posterior  i>ortion  of  the  cord  was  hypcrtrophied  by  an  excessive  enlarge- 
ment of  the  stellate  bodies.  Its  vessels  were  engorged  and  in  a  state  of  partial  amyloid  degeneration.  Molecular 
and  sclerotic  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  nerve-cclU  of  the  cortical  matter.  Mcyntrt  considered  the  spaces  or 
holes  obserx'ed  by  Benedikt  as  a  result  0/  the  process  employed  in  preparing  the  specimen  for  examination. 

♦  Hallier  affirms  that  he  has  discovered  in  the  blood  of  hydrophobic  animals  a  micrococcus,  which,  when 
cultivated,  is  transformed  into  a  cryptogam,  to  which  he  gives  the  name  Lyssophyton.  I  am  afraid  that  this 
discovery,  like  others  of  the  indefatigable  Hallier,  must  be  accepted  cum  grano  sails. 

48 


754 


The  nature  of  the  subtile  rabific  virus  is  likewise  utxknowfi,  and 
no  chemical  or  microscopical  mvestlgations  have  yet  detected  m  tk 
slaver  of  a  rabid  animal  any  abnormal  constituent.  Trolliet  mm- 
taiued  that  the  saliva  /t-r  se  possesses  no  contagious  qualit>^— only  io 
when  mixed  with  the  frothy  material  driven  out  from  the  brcmdu 
which  constitutes  the  vehicle  transmitting  the  virus.  His  opmioa 
was  founded  upon  the  absence  of  any  ev^idence  of  disease  in  tk 
salwary  glands,  upon  the  morbid  changes  always  existing  in  tk 
bronchi,  and  upon  analogies  furnished  by  other  contagious  dise^cs, 
as  gonorrhcea,  small -pox,  or  syphilis*  His  distinction,  however,  is 
of  no  practical  importance.  Magendie  considered  that  he  bad 
demonstrated  the  nnn-inoculability  of  the  disease  by  any  other 
material  of  the  animars  body  than  the  saliva  ;  but  Hertwig  has  since 
apparently  proved  by  experiment  that  the  bloody  and  therefore  mosU 
of  the  tissues,  contain,  to  some  extent,  the  poisonous  element,  Hcna 
the  necessity  of  careful  sanitar>^  supervision  over  the  bodies  of  iH 
hydrophobic  animals.  The  saliva^  as  demonstrated  by  Hertwig, 
retains  its  noxious  properties  for  at  least  15  hours  after  death,  and  it  b 
asserted  by  Schenck  that  the  disease  has  been  produced  by  wounds 
from  sabres  with  which  rabid  dogs  had  been  dispatched  years  pre- 
viously. 

It  is  very  important  to  note  the  difference   between    rabies  and 
some  other  diseases  with  which  it  is  liable  to  be  confounded. 

The  affection  which  most  nearly  resembles  rabies  tn  its  manifesta- 
tions, particularly  when  it  assumes  an  epizoOtic  character,  is  antkrast 
a  special  malady  which  appears  in  several  forms  and  attacks  all 
creatures,  though  it  would  seem  to  be  dev^eloped  principally  and, 
perhaps,  primarily  in  the  herbivora  and  the  pig.  In  some  situation 
and  at  certain  outbreaks  it  has  presented  so  many  features  of  simi- 
larity to  rabies  that  experienced  observers  have  mistaken  the  one 
disease  for  the  other  More  especially  has  this  been  the  case  in  that 
variety  which  has  been  designated  •» anthrax  fever/'  *'  splenic  fcvefp** 
or  •'  typhus  *'  in  the  horse,  which  is  often  attended  with  such  martred 
symptoms  of  fury  that  it  has  been  termed  by  some  German  autlioritia 
'*  anthrax  madness"  (mikbrand  wuth) ;  and  several  writers,  as  Vaa 
Heim  and  Adolphi,  have  even  regarded  it  as  identical  with  rabies.  H. 
d' Arboval  says  :  * '  We  have  seen  animals  in  which  the  anthrax  tumors, 
especially  when  they  formed  in  the  throat,  phar>^nx,  or  lar^^nx,  gi^T 
rise,  some  time  before  death,  to  symptoms  of  frenzy  and  hydrophobia.'' 
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Hensinger  observes  that  there  is  undoubtedly  a  type  of  inter- 
mittent fever  in  man  having  some  relation  to  anthrax,  in  which  not 
only  hydrophobia  and  aphagia,  but  also  at  times  all  the  symptoms 
of  rabies  are  present.  This  is  called  *'febris  hydrophobica''  and 
Faber  is  reminded  by  it  of  a  similar  epidemy  which  broke  out  among 
the  German  soldiers  after  the  conquest  of  Rome,  A.  D.  553.  Bollinger 
alludes  to  the  theory  which  refers  the  epizootic  outbreaks  of  hydro- 
phobia to  a  peculiar  miasma. 

On  account  of  the  analogies  between  anthrax  and  rabies,  attempts 
have  been  made  to  establish  their  closer  identity  by  referring  to  their 
localities  of  origin,  anthrax  being  usually  regarded  as  of  malarial 
source  ;  but  facts  have  not  sustained  this  theory. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  simultaneous  epizooties  of  anthrax  and 
rabies  have,  at  various  periods,  occurred  among  dogs  and  other 
animals  in  different  portions  of  Europe,  and  that  it  has  sometimes 
been  exceedingly  difficult  to  distinguish  the  two  diseases.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  however,  the  differential  diagnosis  is  easy. 
The  appearance  of  carbuncular  tumors  and  ecchymotic  spots,  the 
terrible  rapidity  of  the  successive  stages,  the  immediate  prostration, 
the  tendency  to  gangrene,  the  passage  of  bloody  stools,  the  yellow 
hue  of  the  visible  mucous  membranes — all'these  are  assuredly  suffi- 
cient to  establish  the  presence  of  anthrax  fever,  notwithstanding  that 
other  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  rabies  may  be  present.  The 
pathological  appearances,  moreover,  in  anthrax  are  peculiar  and 
characteristic,  while,  as  we  have  seen,  those  of  rabies  are  inconstant 
and  indefinite.  After  death  by  the  former  the  animal's  body  is  in  a 
state  of  immediate  putrefaction — the  blood  is  black  and  thick  like 
pitch — the  spleen  is  enlarged  from  the  presence  of  enormous  tumors — 
there  is  infiltration  of  the  mesenteric  glands — haemorrhagic  effusions 
are  noticed  in  the  intestinal  tube,  cellular  tissue,  serous  cavities,  and 
muscular  interspaces — the  Peyer's  plates  are  generally  inflamed  and 
sometimes  ulcerated. 

According  to  Lafontaine,  in  certain  countries  from  the  source  of 
the  Vistula  to  the  Carpathian  mountains,  there  is  a  curious  disease 
named  the  Plica  Polonica,  which  attacks  dogs,  wolves,  foxes,  sheep, 
cattle,  horses,  and  human  beings.  When  it  seizes  upon  the  canine 
race  they  are  said  to  exhibit  symptoms  closely  resembling  those  of 
rabies,  and  are  frequently  destroyed  under  the  impression  that  they 
are  mad.    They  carry  the  tail  between  their  legs,  foam  at  the  mouth, 


bite  every  one  whom  they  meet,  even  their  owners,  lose  msh^ 
appetite,  appear  to  be  blind,  run  against  walls,  and  drink  more  thau 
usual.  Their  bile,  however,  has  never  been  known  to  be  followd 
by  hydrophobia*  The  hair  over  the  body  becomes  matted  from  the 
development  of  a  vegetable  parasite. 

A  very  ordinary  affection  of  dogs,  often  popularly  confounded 
with  rabies,  is  epikpsy  or  "  fits,*'  An  epileptic  fit> comes  on  suddealr 
without  any  preliminary  indisposition — the  animal  falls  upon  the 
ground,  emits  cries  of  distress,  struggles  violently,  loses  his  con- 
sciousness, and  often  foams  at  the  mouth.  His  jaws  are  agitated,  but 
he  makes  no  premeditated  attempt  to  bite.  The  attack  is  of  brief 
duration  and  the  animal  quickly  returns  to  his  normal  condition. 

Another  disorder  to  which  young  dogs  are  subject  is  called  **  f^Pfj 
fit'*  The  creature,  who  has  been  perfectly  well,  suddenly  loses  bis 
ordinary  perception — turns  about  several  times,  and  jf  in  a  room  en 
deavors  to  escape  in  an  incotierent  manner  by  the  door  or  window; 
he  pays  no  attention  to  his  master's  voice,  and  if  in  the  open  air,  he 
ends  by  rushing  blindly  away  at  full  speed,  until  exhausted  he  faEs 
down  panting  and  with  lolling  tongue  in  some  comer  or  other  retreat 
where  he  soon  entirely  recovers  from  his  derangement. 

An  unfortunate  dog,  happening  to  exhibit  either  of  the  last  men- 
tioned conditions  (which,  unlike  rabies,  occur  most  frequently  in  sum- 
mer), is  almost  certain  to  be  destroyed  as  a  '*  mad  dog,"  and  to 
receive  the  customary  obituar}"  notice  in  the  daily  journals.* 

Simple  epidemic  influenza  in  its  incipient  stage  has  occasionaUjr 
been  mistaken  for  commencing  rabies  ;  but  there  can  be  no  questioii 
as  to  diagnosis  wlien  the  former  affection  has  become  well  establkhed 

The  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  throat  or  mouth  (as  a  piece 
of  sharp  bone)  will  sometimes  cause  a  dog  to  behave  in  a  manner  that 
may  lead  to  a  suspicion  of  hydrophobia.  He  will  refuse  food  and 
water,  or  swallow  with  difficulty,  and  become  restless  and  irritable. 
His  voice  will  change,  he  will  cough  constantly,   and  he  will  h^st 


*  According  to  Fabefj  DUt  af  &99  dogs  whkih,  betw^a  iBoGattd  iBjOi  w«»  braught  info  cIk  VdeiiaHyi^- 
fttttulc  ftt  VioiDa.*  fU5p«cteii  of  being  rabid*  aniy  ^i  proved  tu  be  *»y  actujillyH,  PfoC  FJlwa^  of  ttkc  mmt  oo^ 
luhisent  found  in  ci£i,  thar  out  of  557  dofif  bruuglit  %e>  him  fur  cJiaiuiQaiiou,  jtU  save  ^  proved  t^bc  #««6«alht 
diM&*e<  The  Buijarity  of  tliese  animalfr  had  bitttm  pe«>ple.  At  that  lime  rabies  m^\  e),iizf)Oik:  hx  AiutfU.  D^ 
lag  feurtecii  ycon  [ireviou&Iy,  hjoic  jp«»  suspected,  but lUMt-rabid  dog^^  who  had  bitccsi  peopJe,  h^it  oatma^f 
Uit  prurcssor'sobserr^tior).  He  remarks,  "  N£»i  one  of  tlie  poTwns  so  ii^ured  by  theni  k 
If  the  bite  of  a  tioh^irabid  dog  is  capable  of  ioducbg  hfdrophfitbtA,  surety  a  bu^  niumbcr  «#  1 
have  been  affected  and  hare  pcnsbed.*' 
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abundant  salivation.  He  will  continually  strive  to  remove  the  obstacle 
with  his  paws — a  very  common  act  with  the  rabid  dog  seeking  to  get 
rid  of  the  viscid  mucus  in  his  throat  and  mouth.  The  suddenness  of 
his  strange  behavior — his  evident  anxiety  to  be  relieved — the  absence 
of  delirium  and  aggressiveness — are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  real 
trouble.  The  foreign  body  can  usually  be  seen  or  felt,  and  when  it  is 
removed  the  creature  immediately  ceases  his  unwonted  actions. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  more  than  mention  various  other  complaints 
easily  recognizable  by  experts,  but  whose  initial  symptoms  may  be 
confounded  by  the  ignorant  with  those  of  rabies.  These  are  tetanus 
— distemper  or  typhus — fever-worms  in  the  intestines,  nostrils,  or 
frontal  sinuses — and  canker  of  the  ear.  In  the  words  of  Fleming,  **  To 
distinguish  rabies  from  the  other  maladies  and  accidental  conditions  we 
have  just  enumerated,  the  peculiarities  exhibited  in  the  course  of  the 
disease,  and  which  have  been  alluded  to  in  detail,  ought  to  be  kept  in 
memory ;  more  especially  the  nervous  and  mental  phenomena — the 
great  anxiety,  restlessness,  irritability,  and  hallucinations,  even  while 
the  animal's  mind  is  as  yet  but  little  affected  ;  also  the  peculiar  bark 
or  howl,  tendency  to  rove,  depraved  appetite,  desire  to  bite — and 
with  a  purpose — the  subsequent  paralytic  symptoms,  and  the  difficulty 
in  swallowing." 

The  question  of  what  precautionary  measures  against  hydrophobia 
are  practicable,  efficient,  and  humane  is  one  of  particular  interest  to 
city  sanitary  departments,  whose  chief  province  must  always  be  the 
prevention  of  disease.  How  to  deal  with  the  canine  race,  whose  inti- 
mate relations  with  man  expose  him  so  frequently  to  rabific  infection, 
is  a  subject  arising  annually  as  the  warm  season  approaches,  and  is 
certainly  one  of  peculiar  importance  to  the  community.  Xhe  only 
precautions  hitherto  adopted  in  this  city  by  municipal  ordinances* 

*  The  following  regulation  exists  in  London.  It  forms  part  of  "  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Traffic  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  for  making  Provision  for  the  greater  Security  of  Persons  passing  through  the  Streets,  and  for 
other  purposes"  (20th  August,  1867,  30  and  31  Vict.,  cap.  134)  :  *'  18.  The  Police  may  take  possession  of  any 
Dog  found  in  any  Street  within  the  Metropolis,  and  not  under  the  Control  of  any  Person,  and  may  deuin  such 
Dog  until  the  Owner  has  claimed  the  same  and  paid  all  Expenses  incurred  by  reason  of  such  Detention .  The 
Commissioner  of  Police,  if  he  see  fit,  may  issue  a  Notice  requiring  any  Dog,  while  in  the  Streets,  and  not  led  by 
some  Person,  to  be  muzzled  in  such  a  manner  as  will  admit  of  the  Animal  breathmg  and  drinking  without  Ob- 
struction :  and  the  Police  may  take  possession  of  any  Dog  found  loose  in  the  Streets  without  such  Muzzle  during 
the  Currency  of  the  Order,  and  may  detain  such  Dog  until  the  Owner  has  claimed  it.  has  provided  a  proper 
Muzzle,  and  has  paid  all  Expenses  connected  with  such  Detention.  Where  any  Dog,  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Police,  wears  a  Collar  with  the  Address  of  any  Person  inscribed  thereon,  a  Letter,  stating  the  Fact  of  such  Dog 
having  been  taken  possession  of,  shall  be  sent  by  Post  to  the  Address  inscribed  on  the  Collar.     The  Commis- 

r  of  Police  may  cause  any  Dog  which  has  remained  in  the  Possession  of  the  Police  for  Three  clear  Days 


have  been  the  traditional  muzzling  of  dogs  and  the  destruction  oi 
caaine  vagrants.  The  propriety  of  the  latter  measure  must  be  obviooi 
to  all*  Muzz!ing,  however,  is  of  very  questionable  utility »  being  botk 
injurious  to  the  poor  brutes  upon  which  it  is  imposed  and  withoat 
efficiency  in  protecting  the  public  against  the  danger  intended  to  ht 
thus  averted.     It  has,  nevertheless,  become  so  general  a  practke  m 


: 


without  thp  Owner  claifnin£  flic  ^anic»  and  payini^  all  Eicpcniie»  mcurred   by  its    I  *- 

Iroycd'    Any  Mcmti'*  3.mitig  Imm  the  Sale  of  any  Dog^  in  t>uniUj»acE  of  tlii&  St.         , 

Manner  in  whkh  Pvnaltic^  un4tr  ihtj.  Act  Are  applicable.     Wheti.  upttn  OjmplMint  th^t  ttttf  Dog  tivslillB* 

attempted  to  bite  any  prr«.ati  within  the  ij^tt^jpiih^,  )t  appears  to  Magjistrxics  having  co^iuaafiee  of  wudkOm^ 

pkMt  llmt  any  such  Do«  ought  tn  be  dcitroyed,  the  Macumie  may  direcl  the  Doi^  %a  be  de^roycd.  avL  «y 

Fclkc  Constable  may  defltroy  the  same  Jic^rdiiiglyt  ^d  2U  Dag»  detained   br  lh«  t\»liee  undflt  ibk  StftMk 

fKalF  be  properly  fed  and  maintaiticd-'* 

lite  New  Engtiih  Dog  Act,  puhli^licd  00  the  94th  of  July,  i07t.  asd  ^itided  *'  An  Am  to  Protide  fffl« 
Protecdon  against  Dogt,'*  U  applicable  to  Uie  whak  of  Gi^l  Hril^.     tt  i»  jfts  C^illfi^a  : 

*' WJicfeafc.  tt  is  etpcdient  that  furUwr  protection  liioiiy  be  provided  a^ain*!  dog«. 

Be  ti  enacted. by  tlit  Qitcen's  itiost  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  witb  the  advice  aji^d  voast^t  of  ifce  Uwijk 
Spintiiai  aitd  l'cmpora]«  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Pariiatncni  a«tcfnbled>  «lid  hy  the  au^iorilr  of  lie  *tm^ 

at  fallows : 

1.  From  and  aher  the  |afiMtig  of  thi^  Act  any  pc4icx  ijHicer  or  oon«table  may  take  yoamevmm  ^  MUf  il% 
that  he  has  rtraw>n  lo  supprjic  i*>  be  M'vage  or  daf^gierous  straying  on  any  highway  arid  (kh  under  Gbe  cwsevt  tf 
any  person^  and  may  dctaitt  such  dog  tjniil  the  owner  has  claimed  the  sanse  and  paid  aU  eapentet  imwUftt  If 
reason  of  stich  lielention. 

Wberc  the  owner  of  any  doE,  taken  y^^xjokm  of  by  any  C9nMabl«»  h  Itaown^  a  l«t|er,^  »iaunf  cbe  ^  ^ 
^uch  dog  having  been  taken  possession  of,  ahati  be  sent  by  post  of  ofhefwise  to  Che  owtier  at  his  itittat  v  t*^ 
known  plate  ot  abode.  When  any  dog,  uiken  in  pvirtiiECice  of  thi«  Act,  hjLs  been  dctsufied  fbr  clw^  dur  dlfi^ 
where  ihe  owner  is  not  kmiwn,  aiv  afar^said.  t>r  for  five  clear  dayi  whejv  he  ia  so  Viiown.  wiihi>ul  the  •«*» 
claiming  the  same  and  paying  all  expenses  uicurred  by  m  deteniJDn„  the  chi^f  officer  rrf  potice  of  the  ihi&iwx  M 
which  sucb  di.ig  was  found  may  cauM:  uich  dog  to  be  iold  or  destroyed. 

Any  mi>ney)i  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  dogs^  in  pursuance  of  tbij  seciMiii,  «hddl  be  pmd  lo  the  scouuM^f 
the  local  rale,  and  be  applied  to  the  porpoMs  to  whidh  that  rate  is  appticftble. 

All  dogs  detained  under  thi»t  Hcciion  shati  be  pimpcTly  fed  and  m^nlaincd  at  the  expcTitc  ««r  the  loail  HMfc 

2.  Any  Court  of  Summary  Jurii^dktwm  may  take  oogavauKC  of  a  complaint  th^t  a  dog  is  dJkHgernis  ted  wm 
kept  under  proper  control,  and  if  it  ap^jcar^  tu  ihe  Court  having  cognirance  of  such  cotiiplaiiiE  that  mch  A*€» 
dangert»us»  the  Coiirt  may  make  an  order^  in  a  summary  way,  directing  ibe  dog  Ik»  be  kepi  by  the  corner  umAe^ 
proper  control  or  de»trayed  ;  and  any  person  lading  to  comply  with  luch  onlcr  thati  Iw  liable  %t*  a  pcHAliy  utt 
eaceeding  twenty  shillJagi  Ibr  every  day  during  whtcb  he  failn  to  comply  with  such  orde-^ 

J.  The  local  authorities  mayj  if  a  mad  dog,  or  a  dog  suspeeted  &{  beiag  mad^  is  iferuod  withio  ihcsr  j 
diction^  make,  and  when  made,  rairy  or  levolce,  an  order  placing  &uch  fesuictions  as  they  thiok  e^rpedierrl  oii  I 
dogs  not  under  the  control  of  any  person  during  piuch  period  m  maybe  prescribed  in  such  ordef  1 
whole  of  their  jurisdiction,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  prescribed  in  such  ordo-. 

Any  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  any  order  m^de  in  pursiiaiux  of  this  section  iliafl  1»  lidUe  Vt  • 
penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings 

Due  notice  of  Eucfa  order  ithall  be  published  ai  the  eitpea«e  of  the  local  rate. 

The  pnmuMti  of  thi£  Act  contained  as  to  the  detention  and  sate  or  destruction  of  dogf  i 
the  highway  ishall  apply  m  dogs  found  m  large  10  contraveflibn  of   any  order  made   in    pvAMIMee  ot  A* 
lectiun. 

4.  In  England  and  Ireland  any  penalty  under  this  Act  may  be  teco'Vered  in 
Sutntnary  Juri&diction  Acl»  and  in  Scotland  all  such  penalties  ihaJl  bt  pf09«c^i«d  «»d 
of  Smamary  Jujrisdt£tioo«  under  the  proviuODs  of  the  Summary  Juritdtclioa  Act.  tM^.** 
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every  country  where  enactments  against  injury  by  dogs  have  been  in 
vogue,  that  its  usefulness  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  an  established 
fact,  to  deny  which  is,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  almost  criminal.  Many 
of  the  most  distinguished  veterinarians,  however,  men  who  have 
enjoyed  unusual  opportunities  for  investigating  the  matter,  regard 
this  contrivance  as  most  pernicious  and  unnecessary.  Those  who 
believe  in  the  occasional  spontaneous  production  of  rabies  consider 
the  muzzle  as  capable  in  itself  of  inducing  the  disease  in  the  animal 
to  which  it  is  applied.  In  one  portion  of  this  report  I  have  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  the  affection  is  invariably  the  consequence  of 
inoculation.  Such  being  the  case  it  might  seem  that  the  wearing  of  a 
muzzle  could  exert  no  influence  in  the  production  of  rabies.  Sup- 
posing an  animal  never  to  have  been  exposed  to  contagion,  this  may 
be  admitted  as  a  fact ;  but,  considering  the  chances  of  any  dog  having 
been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal,  without  the  knowledge  of  its  owner, 
the  question  arises  in  another  form.  It  has  been  well  demonstrated 
that,  in  the  case  either  of  man  or  beast  thus  injured,  any  serious 
functional  derangement,  and  particularly  impairment  of  the  nervous 
system,  is  directly  instrumental  in  disturbing  and  liberating  the  rabific 
virus  from  its  local  tissue-union  in  the  cicatrix,  when,  under  ordinary 
conditions  of  health,  the  period  of  incubation  might  have  been  indefi- 
nitely prolonged.  Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  every  muzzle  more 
or  less  embarrasses  the  respiratory  function  and  buccal  transpiration 
of  the  creature  wearing  it,  and  creates  frequently  a  condition  of  great 
nervous  disorder  in  an  animal  of  such  peculiarly  excitable  tempera- 
ment as  the  dog.  I  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  its  use  sometimes 
leads  indirectly  to  the  development  of  rabies,  and  thus  renders 
dangerous  an  otherwise  inoffensive  brute. 

The  affection,  moreover,  is  not  one  which,  like  the  canine  epileptic 
attack,  appears  suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  A  dog  in  the  premoni- 
tory stage  of  constant  restlessness,  snappishness,  and  disinclination 
for  human  society,  presents  conditions  inconsistent  with  his  owner's 
taking  him  into  the  streets,  which  conditions  naturally  become  more 
marked  as  the  disease  advances.  When  at  home,  he  is  almost  always 
unmuzzled,  and  if  rabid,  is  dangerous  only  to  his  companions.  He 
soon,  however,  is  seized  with  a  propensity  to  escape  from  home,  under 
which  circumstances  he  is  not  apt,  although  so  intelligent  a  creature,  to 
present  himself  for  muzzling  as  a  preliminary  to  his  elopement. 

The  chief  evidence  in  favor  of  the  muzzle  is  that  brought  forward 
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from  the  experience  of  its  use  in  Berlin.  From  r84S  to  1853  tkr? 
were  reported  in  that  city  278  cases  of  canine  rabies.  From  Martk, 
1852,  to  the  same  month  in  1853,  there  were  sent  to  the  BerlmVeta- 
inary  School  82  mad  dogs,  and  by  the  end  of  July  37  more.  Outhc 
20th  of  July  it  was  ordained  that  muzzling  should  become  gencnL 
and  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  only  6  cases  were  admitted  into  iht 
Veterinary  School.  In  1854  and  r8S5  the  number  was  butr,afii 
from  that  time  up  to  1863  there  were  no  cases.  These  figorcsweit 
supposed  to  establish  the  utility  of  the  practice,  but  during  the  ocxt 
year  (1864)^  and  up  to  the  middle  of  1865,  some  30  cases  occurred, in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  all  dogs  in  the  city  were  wearing  muzzles. 

According  to  Prof.  Lafosse  of  the  Veterinar>^  School  at  Toulouse, 
France,  a  city  where  the  use  of  the  muzzle  is  not  abligator)%  ytxn 
frequently  elapse  without  any  cases  of  rabies  being  there  noticoi 
The  veterinary  authorities  of  Brusseb,  in  an  excellent  report  on  rabies, 
drawn  up  in  1868*  when  the  disease  was  creating  some  alarm  m  Bd- 
gium,  were  forced  from  their  experience  to  disagree  w^th  the  Berlin 
auUiorities  as  to  the  value  of  the  muzzle  either  in  preventing  rabia 
or  protecting  human  life. 

There  is  a  special  absurdity,  likewise,  in  the  policy  of  relaxing 
municipal  surveillance  over  dogs  during  three  quarters  of  the  year, 
and  maintaining  it  stringently  in  only  the  summer  months,  when,  a$ 
Mayo  has  observed »  the  dog  is  popularly  supposed  to  be  subject  to  a 
species  of  lunacy  having  the  same  relation  to  Sin  us  that  httniafl 
insanity  has  to  the  moon.  This  opinion  can  be  respected  onlyoa 
account  of  its  antiquity. 

The  means  at  our  disposal  for  protecting  the  public  against  injuiy 
by  dogs  have  for  their  principal  object  to  diminish  the  number  of 
worthless  and  vagrant  curs.  This  decrease  may  be  accomplished  by 
the  taxation  of  all  dogs  having  owners,  and  the  destruction  of  all 
having  none.  The  measure  of  taxation  has  been  shown  in  seiTrtl 
European  countries  to  be  very  efficacious  tn  ridding  the  conimunily 
of  a  vast  number*  of  useless  and  dangerous  brutes,  but  to  be  really 
efficient  the  tax  should  be  general  and  high,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  pleasure  and  sporting  dogs. 

Every  dog,  moreover,  should  be  obliged  to  wear  a  collar  with  a 


^  BMidb  hju  esdmaled  the  number  at  dogs  in  Europe  as  more  than  tw^ve  millaoot,  and  ihc  pvi^rtif  1^ 
(tMd  u  at  bait  five  hundred  milliaiis  af  franct.  DeUlbtid  esdm^ited:  the  auiober  m  F^^occ  in  tl^  M  ftl* 
three  u>  four  biiUiona^.     In  liavarta  there  are  joQ^aQQ  dogs  tu  ^.Soo.cop  huntjin  beias«. 
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metal  plate  bearing  the  name  and  address  of  its  owner,  as  well  as  some 
peculiar  mark  or  badge  issued  by  the  municipality  to  indicate  that 
the  tax  has  been  paid.*  In  case  such  a  tax  were  authorized  by  the 
Legislature,  the  Boards  of  Health  might  be  empowered  to  grant  per- 
mits for  keeping  dogs  under  the  conditions  specified. 

At  Strasbourg,  France,  before  the  late  war,  there  prevailed  an 
excellent  system  of  this  kind.  Every  person  possessing  a  dog  was 
required  to  notify  the  police,  who  furnished  him  with  a  license,  duly 
numbered  and  registered.  The  same  number,  with  the  owner's  name 
and  address,  were  inscribed  on  the  animal's  collar.  A  covered  con- 
veyance with  compartments  was  constantly  patroling  the  city  in  order 
to  pick  up  all  wandering  dogs,  which  were  taken  to  a  building  per- 
manently devoted  to  the  purpose.  They  were  kept  there  for  three 
days,  and  if  then  unclaimed  were  destroyed.  During  this  period  an 
owner  might  reclaim  his  dog  upon  payment  of  fifteen  francs.  The 
result  of  this  system  was  extremely  satisfactory,  as  hydrophobia 
became  almost  unknown. 

The  collar  is  also  useful  in  case  of  any  damage  inflicted  by  dogs. 
The  French  Civil  Code  ordains  that  **  the  proprietor  of  any  animal, 
or  he  who  employs  it,  is  responsible  while  it  is  in  his  employment  for 
any  damage  it  may  cause  while  in  his  charge,  or  when  straying  or 
escaped." 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  French  Academy  of  Science  there  was 
presented  a  memoir  by  M.  Bourrel  on  a  new  method  of  protection 
against  rabies.  M.  Bourrel  proposes  as  a  preventive  measure,  taking 
off  the  edge  and  points  of  the  twelve  permanent  incisors  and  four 
canine  teeth  by  means  of  nippers  and  files.  He  asserts  and  has 
proved  by  experiment  that  this  operation  renders  the  dog  virtually 
incapable  of  inflicting  wounds  on  men  or  animals  ;  there  is  no  subse- 
quent derangement  of  health  ;  the  creature  eats  and  digests  as  well  as 
before ;  the  teeth  are  no  more  exposed  to  caries  than  they  would  be 
naturally  ;  the  lips  conceal  them,  and  the  dog's  beauty  is  unimpaired. 
In  the  case  of  home  and  pet   dogs  this  operation  might   be  recom- 


*  Such  a  distinctive  badge  is  used  in  Holland.  Max  Du  Camp  states:  "  Al  Harlingen,  in  Friesland,  I  saw 
a  dog  pass  which  had  a  wooden  cross  hanging  at  its  neck  ;  then  a  second  dog  and  a  third  :  and  finally 
I  observed  that  every  dog  in  the  town  was  decorated  with  a  similar  ornament.  Making  inquiry  respecting  this 
matter,  I  was  informed  that  all  dogs  not  wearing  the  cross  were,  in  the  canton  of  Harlingen,  immediately  appre- 
hended and  led  by  the  ears  to  the  pound  ;  for  the  crosses  are  issued  by  the  municipality,  and  their  possession 
proves  that  the  tax  imposed  upon  such  animals  has  been  paid." — Kn  HoUafuit,  Paris,  i?59. 
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mended  as  a  useful  measure.     1  may    allude    briefly  to  some  rf  tkfc 
more  obvious  precautions  against  hydrophobia, 

A  dog  manifesting  any  morbid  or  unusual  symptoms  shouM  ht 
carefully  observed,'  kept  apart  from  other  animals  and  from  huaai 
beings,  children  particularly,  and  the  utmost  care  should  beexercsd 
in  attending  to  and  feeding  it  A  dog  evincing  constant  resdessocs. 
an  altered  or  threatening  demeanor,  snap  pish  ness,  depraved  appctitit, 
a  modified  bark,  and  salivation,  should  demand  exlraordinaiy 
lance.  If  a  person  has  been  bitten  by  an  animal  with  unquestii 
symptoms  of  rabies,  it  should  be  destroyed  at  once  ;  but  if  wcMindei 
by  one  merely  conjectured  to  have  the  disease,  it  is  ad\*isable  Mf  k 
kill  it  immediattij^  but  t&  conjine  it  chsefy  under  si  rid  smrveSkM 
untti  thi  stispicimis  shall  be  allayed  qt  posit i%*eiy  c&nfirimti.  Sodii 
measure  will  occupy  but  a  few  days  and  may  save  from  much  appr^ 
hension  persons  of  very  nervous  excitability.  As  it  is  usually  diffiatit 
and  dangerous  to  attempt  the  precautions  mentioned  in  one's  om 
home,  the  establishment  of  well  regulated  dog  infirmaries  in  alldc«s 
is  very  desirable.  In  such  places,  moreover^  valuable  and  estecmd 
animals  suspected  of  the  disease,  or  which  may  have  been  in  contact 
with  rabid  dogs,  can  be  readily  kept  under  observation  for  a  peri^ 
sufficiently  long  to  insure  almost  complete  safety.  This  sequcstntioo 
should  extend  to  six  m&ntks  at  least. 

All  animals  bitten  by  dogs  supposed  to  be  mad  should  as  quickljr 
as  possible  receive  those  attentions  which  are  recognized  as  most 
effectual  in  destroying  the  rabific  virus,  or  preventing  its  absorpttoiii. 
Mr.  Youatt,  the  very  best  authority  upon  this  subject,  relied  exdii- 


•  The  Auatrmn  Pettal  Code  (387)  says  ;  *' Whoever  krw**  cjf  a  dog  of  any  mh^r  Aiitm- 
EiDcdve  symptocns,  or  &yjnpti:im&  which  warrant  vLi»picii>nf  t»f  mhitSi  and  who  neglects  ls>  rep*. 
pdicc,  ii  pjJJty  of  inEractioii  of  ihc  taw  And  Jiahk  10  impritoiwi»«it*      In  ca«  €if    the  difi|>eafancv  ts 
and  the  biting  i^f  men  ur  of  uiinLais,  the  culprit  «h&JI   be  ptinkhed  with  Cmm  three  *la,y«    tnn    iltrec 
priBonroent  {cai^rrt  ifur^^U     If  ft  *erioiis  wound  or  tJie  death  of  a  human  ht^s^  bti   been   d*ie  crc, 
thifr  neglig^EDce,  the  infraqtmn  jths^X  come  under  ihe  ^pp^io^tbn  of  335,  which  saj-s  >    "  He  «rtkO'  ^^^mH 
ihu  a^^tf^nce  shaJJ  be  punished  with   fi^'m   one  to  six  manth^'  intpri$oniiiefii^  if  t(«  ccci^c^iicnKt 
senoU*  'ground  ;  if  the  death  of  a  man  ha^^  b«€n  the  oodscquenoe.  tbi?  penalty  b  IKxti  ^%   months  10  » 
imprison  me  in  t.     Otherwise,  the  proprietor  is  aJway^  responubJe  loi-  the  daOMgc  cau»»|  by  mzil 

'rhe  same  Code  [j^ii  Kiys  :    "  Every  owner  cyf  an  antmal,  n0  malin^  (o  what  ^epi^cic^  It  luay  bel^ 
he  knows  to  be  vicious,  pu^ht,  iti  or  o«jt  of  doors.  Co  watch  and  dkc  cait  o*  if,   so  thdi   it    may   m»t    ■ 
one      Any  damage  causied  by  the  neglect  of  this  precaunoo  is  fniiiishalile  by  »    li!i«  *3i    €n»m  ftve  \>y  r 
florin  St  if  there  h^-i  been  no  wound  inflkicd  ;  but  when  thift  i^  the  caie»  ihc  penalty  mxy  W  DncicAK^  »i 
ten  fo  fifty  flcKritisi." 

The  French  Civil  C^e  Drdaitis  that  **  t!i«  pfopjietor  of  an  anunal,  or  he  wh'>  enaplo^^  (t»  wti»' 
employmeotp  »  mponsibie  for  the  damage  that  it  cau.se.%,  either  while  in  hi*  charge  ttt  who*  li  U 
escaped, '* 


ta 
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sively  upon  a  thorough  cauterization  of  the  wound  with  nitrate  of  silver. 
With  this  simple  treatment  he  was  successful  in  over  400  instances  in 
the  human  subject,  and  in  innumerable  cases  of  dogs ;  in  his  own 
person,  moreover,  as  he  was  frequently  bitten  by  rabid  dogs,  and 
once  severely  by  a  mad  cat. 

Finally,  all  rabid  animals,  after  death,  should  be  covered  with 
quicklime,  and  buried  at  a  good  depth  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  or,  better  still,  should  undergo  cremation.  They  should 
never,  as  is  frequently  done,  be  thrown  into  ditches,  ponds  or  streams. 
Every  substance  which  they  have  been  likely  to  contaminate  should 
be  consigned  to  the  flames  or  soaked  in  some  powerful  disinfectant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  P.  RUSSEL,  M.D., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  COMMITTEE 

>  ON  THB 

CONCENTRATION  AND  BEQDLATION  OF  THE  BUSINESS  OF  SUn&HTERIN&  AIQUU 


PRESENT  LOCATION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  in  the  City  of  New  York,  below  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  street,  fifty-four  private  and  independent  slaughter-houses.* 
They  are  located  on  and  east  of  First  avenue,  from  Forty-third  Id 
Forty-seventh  street,  on  the  east  side,  and  on  the  west  of  Tcnft 
avenue,  from  Fortieth  to  Fifty-seventh  street,  on  the  west  side.  Fife 
only  of  the  entire  number  of  slaughter-houses  are  upon  the  river 
front,  the  remaining  forty-eight  being  located  at  various  points  withia 
the  limits  above  given.  The  buildings  are  for  the  most  part  of  the 
cheapest  construction  ;  the  yards  are  roughly  paved  ;  the  sewerage  is 
imperfect ;  and  the  means  of  cleansing  are  of  the  rudest  and  most  im- 
perfect character.  Seven  of  these  establishments  are  devoted  to  hoi 
slaughtering  ;  nineteen  to  cattle  ;  twenty-three  to  small  stock ;  and 
five  to  cattle  and  small  stock.  The  total  amount  of  stock  slaughtered 
for  the  entire  year  is  estimated  at  320,500  cattle,  1,200,000  h<^. 
1,000,000  sheep,  100,000  calves.  Growing  out  of  this  business,  bet 
separated  from  it  in  buildings,  ownership,  and  management,  there 
are  large  numbers  of  establishments  devoted  to  fat-melting,  lard- 
rendering,  hide-curing,  gut-cleaning,  tripe-curing,  glue-making,  etc, 
etc. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  occupied  the  area  above  described 
since  1868,  when  they  were  removed  above  Fortieth  street  by  the 
action   of  the    Metropolitan   Board   of  Health.      At    that  time  this 

•  The  Butchers'  Association  should,  perhaps,  be  excepted. 
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section  of  the  city  was  sparsely  settled,  and  the  Board  allowed  them 
to  locate  above  the  street  indicated,  without  regard  to  the  inevitable 
wants  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  that  district.  In  this 
action  that  Board  pursued  the  policy  of  the  previous  authorities  in 
simply  driving  the  business  beyond  the  then  built-up  portions  of  the 
city,  and  leaving  to  their  successors  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  act 
at  no  distant  day. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  did  not 
adopt  the  more  comprehensive  policy  of  so  locating  and  regulating 
this  business  at  that  time  that  the  reform  in  its  management  would  be 
permanent  The  rapid  increase  of  the  population  above  Fortieth 
street  very  soon  rendered  the  presence  of  the  newly  located  slaugh- 
ter-houses objectionable,  and  residents  of  that  district  began  to 
petition  the  Board  for  their  removal  as  nuisances. 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

It  has  been  the  effort  of  this  Board,  by  constant  inspection,  so  to 
improve  the  management  of  the  business  as  to  relieve  it  of  its  most 
objectionable  features.  But  such  supervision  has  been  and  can  be 
successful  to  but  a  limited  degree  while  the  business  remains  scat- 
tered over  a  large  area,  and  is  conducted  in  imperfectly  constructed 
buildings,  with  defective  yards,  sewerage,  etc 

The  Sanitary  Committee  has  from  time  to  time  inquired  into  the 
causes  of  complaint  against  slaughtering  and  the  allied  offensive 
trades,  fat-melting,  hide-curing,  etc.,  and  has  reported  that  the  nuis- 
ances growing  out  of  these  kinds  of  business  can  only  be  permanently 
abated  by  more  radical  measures,  such  as  contemplate  their  entire 
removal  from  the  city,  or  their  concentration  as  branches  of  a  single 
large  business^  capable  of  being  placed  under  one  responsible  manage- 
ment.  The  following  extract  from  a  report  dated  February  25,  1874, 
embodies  the  views  of  the  Committee  : 

"  During  the  past  season  the  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been 
frequently  called  to  the  growing  evils  of  the  business  of  slaughtering 
as  at  present  conducted  in  this  city.  Instead  of  concentrating  in  a 
small  and  suitable  area,  and  in  large  establishments,  where  the  work 
can  be  done  in  a  cleanly  and  economical  manner,  the  constant  ten- 
dency is  to  the  multiplication  of  small  and  separate  buildings  and 
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interests,   and   to   their   diffusion   over    a    larger    territor}\    In  4c 
opinion  of  the  Committee  the  interests  of  the  public  health  denusd 
the  contraction  rather  than  the  expansion  of  the  territor)-  dcvottd 
to  this  business,  as  well  as  the  abatement  of  those  nuisances  growiaj 
out  of  it,  such   as  cattle   driving   and    the  carriage  of  offal  in  Ac 
streets,  fat  melting,  hide  curing,  etc.     The  experience  of  the  pet 
summer  convinces  us  that  this  business   must  be  brought  under  tk 
most  rigid  sanitary  control,  and  be  concentrated   within  the  smallest 
practicable  area.     The  configuration  of  the  island,  and  the  pressort 
of  the  population  upon  all  the  available  space  for  dwellings,  rendcn 
it  imperative  that  an  offensive  trade  like  this  shall   either  remove  l«- 
yond  the  city  limits  or  seek  a  suitable  location  within  the  dty,  aid 
supply  itself  with  every  available  means  that  will  enable  it  to  be  car- 
ried on  without  detriment  to  the  public  interests.      As  the  warn 
season  is  again  approaching,  with  its  attendant  danger  of  a  high  sid- 
ness  and  death-rate  from  those  summer  pestilences  which  are  so 
aggravated  by  sources  of  animal  filth  and  putrefaction  which  slaugh- 
ter-houses create,  the  Committee  recommend   that   the  Board  take 
immediate  steps  towards  the  concentration  and  better  regulation  of 
this  business,  or  its  entire  removal  from  the  city. 

THE.  OBJECTIONS   TO    CONCENTRATION   OR    REMOVAL    CONSIDERED. 

The  discussions  which  followed  the  consideration  of  this  report 
determined  the  Board  to  give  all  parties  interested  in  the  business  ot 
slaughtering,  and  other  trades  connected  with  it,  a  hearing  before 
taking  final  action.  Accordingly,  public  notice  was  given,  and  at 
three  separate  hearings  all  the  interests  connected  with  the  business 
were  fully  presented  and  discussed.  The  facts  and  arguments 
elicited  at  these  several  hearings,  together  with  the  documentan" 
evidence  submitted,  were  referred  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  for 
examination  and  report. 

The  Committee  carefully  considered  all  the  evidence  laid  before  it, 
but  before  completing  its  report,  the  members,  together  wntb 
experts,  again  personally  inspected  the  slaughter-houses  of  the  cit>*, 
and  the  abattoirs  at  Harsimus  and  on  the  Hackensack,  with  a  vicv 
to  be  prepared  to  submit  to  the  Board  the  most  matured  judgment. 

The  objections  of  the  proprietors  of  the  various  slaughtering,  hid^ 
curing,  and  fat-melting  establishments  to  the  proposed  change,  together 
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with  the  views  of  the  Committee  upon  each,  are  embodied  in  the 
following  propositions  : 

I .    The  right  of  this  Board  to  remove  the  business  of  slaughtering. 

The  butchers  seem  to  regard  themselves  as  the  subjects  of  special 
and  uncalled-for  persecution  and  place  their  business  on  the  same 
footing  as  any  other  lawful  trade.  It  is  a  sufficient  reply  to  this 
statement  to  say  that  slaughtering  has  always  been  regarded  and 
treated  by  the  municipal  authorities  as  one  of  the  offensive  trades 
which  must  be  placed  under  control.*  In  the  earliest  legislation  in  this 
State  we  find  this  business  subjected  to  rigorous  enactments.  From 
a  former  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  it  appears  that  "  on  not  less 
than  three  occasions  in  the  history  of  the  City  of  New  York  the 
slaughter-houses  have  been  banished  without  the  city  and  to  the 
river's  bank.*'  As  early  as  1797  the  Legislature  enacted  a  law  for- 
bidding offensive  trades  south  of  Grand  street.  Considering  the 
population  and  extent  of  the  city  at  that  time  as  compared  with  the 
present,  an  equivalent  law  of  to-day  would  forbid  offensive  trades 
south  of  Harlem  river.  But  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  this 
Board  to  remove  or  otherwise  regulate  the  business  of  slaughtering, 
if,  in  its  judgment,  such  business  is  so  located  or  conducted  as  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  health,  was  recently  affirmed  by  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  this  State.  The  Chief  Justice  declared  (Metropolitan 
Board  of  Health  vs.  Heister),  '*  Scarcely  a  year  passes,  or  did  pass 
prior  to  1846,  in  which  the  Legislature  did  not  charter  some  city  or 
village,  and  give  to  the  local  powers  full  authority,  by  their  own 
action  and  in  their  own  way,  to  regulate,  abate,  or  remove  all  trades 
or  manufactures  that  might  be  by  them  deemed  injurious  to  the 
public  health."  He  adds,  '*  I  do  not  doubt  either,  that  upon  general 
principles  of  law,  and  considering  them  as  nuisances,  the  right  of 
regulating  the  use  of  streets  by  droves  of  cattle,  and  of  removing 
houses  for  their  slaughter  from  particular  locations,  as  the  public 
health  required,  was  within  the  power  of  the  Common  Council  or 
other  local  authorities,  independently  of  the  statutes  by  which  it  was 
given." 


*  "  The  existence  of  private  slaughter-houses  was  condemned  in  former  times  as  being  unlavrful  and  injurious, 
especially  so  in  cities  where  the  population  was  necessarily  crowded  into  limited  spaces.  Hence  the  large  cities 
of  Bavaria,  France,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  and  Italy  have  their  public  slaughter-houses."— Prof.  SchCuce. 
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2.  Having  removed  their  business  above  Fortieth  street  in  obedimt 
to  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  1 868,  and  having  permiti 
to  occupy  their  present  locations ^  this  Board  is  bound  in  good  faitk 
not  again  to  remove  or  disturb  the  business  of  the  remonstrants. 

In  reply  to  this  proposition  it  may  be   said   that  there  is  nothing 
on  record  in  this  Department  that  shows  that  any  former  Board  of 
Health  regarded  the  prohibition  of  slaughtering,  below  Fortieth  street, 
and  the   granting   of  permits  to   slaughter   in   localities  above  that 
street,  as   in  any   sense   guaranteeing   butchers   against   any  farther 
interference  with  their  business.     On  the  contrary,  the  history  of  this 
business  in  New  York  shows  that  the  Legislature   of  the  State  and 
the  health  authorities  of  the  city  have  pursued  a  uniform  policy,  viz . 
the  removal  of  the  business  from  the  built-up    districts  and  its  con- 
centration on  the  river  fronts.     Hence,  it  has  from  time  to  time  been 
removed  from  its  old  localities,  as  the  population   encroached  upon 
them,  to  the  more  sparsely  settled  districts,  the  length  of  time  during 
which  it  remained  in  one  place  depending   upon   the   movements  of 
the  people.     The  line  of  Fortieth  street  was  selected   in  i868  because 
that  was  regarded  as  the  most  northern   boundary  of  the  built-up 
portion  of  the  city.     Had  the  population  ceased   to  extend  in  the 
districts  above  Fortieth  street   the  argument  against   farther  remov'al 
would  have  much  weight.     But  the  simple  truth  is  that  Fifty-ninth 
street  has,  in  1874,  about  the  same  relation  to  the  northern  boundar}* 
of  the  built-up  portion  of  the  city  that  Fortieth    street   had  in  1868. 
It  has  been  approximately  estimated  from  data   deemed   reliable  that 
there   is  about   the  same  population    to-day   between   Fortieth  and 
Forty-  eighth    streets   that  there    was  between    Fortieth  and  Thirt}- 
second  streets  in  1868.     Of  this  fact  there  is  no  doubt,  that  so  far  as 
there  exists  any  sanitary  necessity  of  isolating  this  business  from  the 
built-up   portions  of  the  city,   that  necessity  would   now  compel  the 
removal  of  all  slaughter-houses  below  Fifty-ninth   street,  west  of  the 
Central   Park,    and  below  Eighty-sixth  street,    east  of   the  Centra! 
Park.     There  is,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the    Committee,  no  en- 
dence    whatever   that  any  previous  Board  of  Health    regarded  the 
removal  of  the  slaughter  houses  above  F'ortieth  street  as  a  final  settle- 
ment of  their  location.     And  there  exists  the  same  necessity  for  their 
removal  in  1874  as  existed  in  1868,  so  far  as  the  density  of  populadon 
in  the  section  across  the  city  which  they  occupy  is   concerned.     The 
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only  difference  is  that  the  present  slaughter-houses  are  more  con- 
centrated than  formerly. 

3.  //  is  alleged  that  the  slatightering  business,  as  at  present  conducted ^ 
is  done  in  a  most  cleanly  and  approved  manner. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  those  engaged  in  this  business  use  every 
means  at  their  command  to  render  their  work  inoffensive.  They 
comply  with  commendable  promptness  with  every  request  made  by 
the  officers  of  this  Board,  and  manifest  the  greatest  desire  to  avoid 
censure.  And  yet  the  very  necessities  of  the  trade,  when  conducted 
in  the  ordinary  slaughter-house,  render  the  whole  business,  in  the 
summer  months,  a  source  of  pollution  of  the  air  with  foul  and  nox- 
ious gases.*  The  yards,  floors,  the  walls  of  the  buildings,  the  drains, 
and  area,  necessarily  become  saturated  with  animal  matters  which 
give  off  volumes  of  unhealthful  odors.  Scattered  as  these  fifty-four 
establishments  now  are  over  an  area  estimated  at  several  acres,  in 
imperfectly  constructed  buildings,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  keep 
them  even  tolerably  free  from  the  nuisances  which  attach  to  the 
common  slaughter-house. 

But  that  the  question  of  the  present  sanitary  state  of  the  slaughter- 
houses might  be  determined  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  a 
detailed  inspection  was  made,  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  extract  from  a  report  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  by  Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent  Janes  : 

**  Early  in  May  last,  in  company  with  yourself  and  Mr.  Carl 
Pfeiffer,  Sanitary  Architect,  I  made  a  tour  of  inspection  among  the 
several  slaughter-houses  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  with  a 
view  of  examining  critically  as  to  their  sanitary  condition,  and  of 
recommending  such  improvements  in  the  method  of  conducting  the 
business  of  slaughtering,    as    their  present    condition,    and    a    due 

*  "  The  most  conscientious  and  careful  butcher  cannot  prevent  a  slaughter-house  being  a  nuisance  to  his 
immediate  neighbors  and  to  the  city  generally."— Dr.  E.  B.  Dalton,  Sanitary  Superintendent  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Health. 

"  In  spite  of  all  the  cleanliness  that  can  be  exercised,  the  unavoidable  presence  about  the  slaughter-houses 
of  large  quantities  of  animal  matter,  such  as  blood,  dung,  hides,  offal,  etc.,  the  saturation  of  the  ground  with  the 
liquid  portions  of  these,  and  the  exhalations  firom  them,  and  from  the  animals  themselves,  contaminate  the  air 
which  must  at  once  enter  the  rooms  of  adjacent  dwellings." — Inspector  Emerson,  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Health. 

"The  blood  and  offal  not  being  promptly  removed,  undergo  putrefaction,  filling  the  air  with  pestilential 
odors,  and  becoming  a  prolific  source  of  disease.  The  increasing  prevalence  of  cholera  infantum,  typhoid  fever, 
erysipelas,  and  other  diseases,  maybe  traced  in  part  to  this  cause." — Inspector  Maclay,  Metropolitan  Boa:d 
of  Health. 

49 


770 

regard  to  the  public  health  and  public  convenience,  might  suggest. 
The  day  selected   was  Saturday,  which    is  adopted    as  the  general 
cleaning  day,  when  the  work  of  slaughtering   is  suspended,  in  order 
that    the  weekly  purification  may  be  general    and   complete.    The 
hour  appointed  was    I2  o'clock,  thus  allowing  ample    time   for  the 
premises  to  be  put  in  a  condition  to  bear  inspection.      From  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  advantage  was  taken  of  the   proprietors,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  premises  were  inspected  on  the  very  day  when  the) 
are  supposed  to  be  attired  in   holiday  dress.      Notwithstanding  this. 
it  was  difficult  to  see  that  degree  of  improvement  which  our  advanced 
facilities  and  knowledge  in  sanitary  matters  ought  to   secure.     Many 
of  the  yards,  though  not  yet  dry  from  the  recent  flushing,  were,  to 
say  the  least,  filthy,  containing  pools  of  bloody  water   in  the  several 
depressions  of  the  pavement,   with  pieces  of  offal  and  portions  of 
manure  adhering  to  the  fences,  and  in  the  corners.      In  a  number  of 
the  yards,  the  pavement  was  so  uneven  as  to  render  thorough  cleans- 
ing  extremely  difficult,  while  the  absorbent  and   defective  floors  were 
either  offensive  from  saturation  or  from  leakage,  and  gave  origin  to 
offensive  odors  underneath  them,  which  escaped    into   the  street,  to 
the  annoyance  of  passers  by.     In  most  of  these  places   the  drainage 
is  defective,  to  some  extent  due  to  the  imperfect  condition  of  the 
pavement   and  distance  from  the  river,  and  the    removal  of  offal, 
though  claimed  to  be  regular,  is  wholly  without   system  and  imper- 
fectly effected.     Each  portion  of  the  animal    not    destined  for  human 
food  being  separately  disposed  of,  it  is  very  seldom  that  some  portion 
of  animal  refuse  is  not  allowed  to  remain  on  the  premises  beyond  the 
prescribed  time,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  man  whose   business  it 
is  to  remove  it.     Although  a  few  of  these  establishments  are  kept  in 
as  cleanly  a  condition  as  their  construction  and  the  present  method  of 
management  will  allow,  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that   perfection  of 
sanitary  management  requires  that  the  business  of  slaughtering  be 
conducted   on  a  different  system  from  that  now  followed.      Having 
completed  our   inspections  on  the  east  side,  we   then   proceeded  to 
those  on  the  west  side,  which  we  found  in  no  better  condition." 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  reports  the  results  of  this  inspection  as  follows  : 

"  The  majority  of  the  New  York  slaughter-houses  are  in  a  filthy 
condition,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  sanitary  precautions  and  faulty  con- 
.struction,  and  the  odors  prevailing  within  them  seem  to  me  injurious 
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to  the  meat  which  is  stored  there  and  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
the  neighborhood.  I  became  sick  with  nausea  and  headache  after 
a  few  hours'  inspection  in  May  last,  though  the  inspection  was  made 
on  Saturday,  when  there  was  no  business,  and  all  the  places  had  been 
cleaned  as  thoroughly  as  possible." 

4.  //  is  alleged  that  the  public  health  is  not  injuriously  affected  by 
slaughter-houses  and  the  methods  by  which  the  slaughtering  and 
necessary  accessories  of  that  business  are  at  present  conducted. 

This  question  cannot  be  settled  by  mere  opinion  nor  by  casual 
observations,  for  in  any  correct  statement  of  the  evidence  relating  to 
it,  not  only  should  the  actual  sanitary  condition  and  surroundings  of 
the  slaughter-houses  and  their  outcome  be  regarded,  and  the  health- 
ful or  the  impaired  qualities  of  the  flesh  of  the  slaughtered  animals  be 
correctly  known,  but,  added  to  these  matters  of  primary  interest,  the 
actual  conditions  of  all  the  accessory  and  collateral  parts  of  the  gen- 
eral business  of  slaughtering  of  food-animals  must  be  considered. 
The  fact  is  indisputable  that  the  waste  and  outflowings  from  the 
several  slaughter-houses,  the  opening  and  necessarj'  exposure  of  the 
entrails  and  contents  of  millions  of  slaughtered  animals,  the  distribu- 
tion and  movement  upon  vehicles  of  their  hides,  fat,  hoofs,  and  refuse 
across  the  city  and  along  the  compactly  occupied  streets,  become  of 
themselves  the  sources  of  nuisance  and  offense  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  vast  numbers  of  inhabitants  ;  and  yet  it  may  be  quite  impos- 
sible so  to  separate  these  several  parts  of  a  general  cause  of  injury, 
that  they  can  be  individually  indicted  upon  medical  or  popular 
evidence  of  causing  particular  diseases,  or  the  sickness  and  death  of 
individuals  that  can  be'Separately  designated. 

The  evidence  is  cumulative  and  comprehensive,  and  as  such  it  is 
as  conclusive  as  any  such  evidence  and  proof  need  to  be.  Whether 
we  consider  this  line  of  evidence  in  its  several  parts  distinctly,  or  in 
its  unity  as  a  whole,  the  facts  in  regard  to  it  cannot  be  treated  as 
mere  coincidences. 

We  have  evidences  of  the  existence  of  sources  of  sickness  in  the 
neighborhood  of  slaughter-houses,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  of  a  grave  character.  It  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  who 
frequently  inspects  these  establishments,  that  one  of  the  contributing 
causes  of  this  increased  sickness-rate  is  the  defilement  of  the  air,  the 


yard5,   the  streets,  the  sewers,   etc..    by    the    filth    incidefit  to  tk 
slaughtering  business  as  now  conducted. 

We  cannot  overfook,  in  this  connection^  the  opmions  of  t\- 
enced  sanitary  officers  and  other  qualified  observers.  These  ot 
have  been  given  as  the  result  of  a  study  of  existing  causes  of  diiCdi^, 
or  have  been  elicited  in  the  efforts  of  municipal  authorities  to  regular 
slaughtering-  They  uniformly  condemn  the  ordinary  si aughter-liotis^ 
an  important  factor  in  the  causation  of  unheal thiness,  and  recofn 
tend  its  abatement,* 


S,  It  is  ailvged  thai  the  business  of  slaug/tteripig'  in  tAis  cii^  is  segrH 
in  amount  that  it  cannot  be  condutied  in  the  a&aiimr. 

This  question  the  Committee  have  submitted  to  Mr.  Carl  Pfeiffrr. 
the  Sanftary  Architect  of  the  Board,  who  has  visited  and  carefully 
estimated  the  capacity  of  all  the  principal  slaughter-houses  of  New 
York,  and  also  the  abattoir  at  Harsimus,  N-  J,^  and  on  the  Hackea- 
sack  riven  From  Mn  Pfeiffer's  report  (Appendix  *•  B'*)  it  appears 
that  the  entire  business  of  slaughtering  in  New  York  may  easily  be  con- 
centrated in  a  single  abattoir,  the  buildings  and  yards  not  occupying 
a  very  large  area.  This  abattoir  would  admit  of  the  disposition  of  the 
entire  animal  within  the  building — ^blood»  hide,  tallow,  entrails,  hoo6, 


*  Dr.  Letheby,  one  of  the  moit  experktic«d  iaiiitan'<*l^ccfj  pf  LoudoOp  ( 
one  of  hiK  annual  repnrt&  \  ''As  Ear  aii  the  ciiy  of  Ljcmdon  \i  cDncemcd*  dierc  £»  « ] 
mova]  nf  all  tlic  slaughter'housc&  ;  for,  ^s  I  have  rct«niJy  repoited  ta  you,  the^r  »?  sitUAfed  a  < 
lies,  where  ttvey  are  nut  only  in  (hem^lveis  a  riuksini:^,  bin  htre  they  also  eEbc^urage  oAEQstire  tn^o,  u  1 
boiling,  {atmeliinff,  and  gut-spimiirig.     Thwe  arc  lifty-eight  of  these  ilAuel^ler-houMs  in  tto  c^^l»<>  i 
recifive  about  5,400  sheep,  i,Soo  cattle,  420  pigs,  and  4CB>calvt:t  ^vcty  *Mk,     All  these  wttanab  Bttacl^l 
through  the  crDWded  streets,  and  the  dung  and  bJoctd  aad  offal  mifst  jifitawiirds  be  «^«Ttgd  mmxm<,    IW  1 
ance  frum  thife  it  a  Gf£t|iicnt  subject  of  complaini/* 

Dr.  Mapother,  Hoilth  OHiceT  of  DuMin.  says  : 

"The  position  of  staughter-houKs  scattered  tlifmigh  the  denfcsl  psmt  of  4  ^tf  »  at  niti^«e|  vtudt  i 
eame»t  attetttbn.  NotwithsUnding  the  best  vtrater  supply  aiid  sewerage*  the  esinli  tn  the  tid£tibaHy«i^  'd  ek* 
places  becomes  imbued  with  the  blood  and  rcfusw  of  the  animals,  and  the  air  become^  polluted*  mudl  i»  ite  •- 
jury  ot  the  health  of  the  stirroiinding  residents.'^ 

"The  plagiic  in  London,  in  1^49  a.nd  i  j6i,  raged  panwnil^dy  in  the  neigfabevlteiod  ^f  Saiih£eld,  twr^fi^ 
[he  p«^ilJutton  of  the  gTOUfid  by  olTal,  and  all  slaughtering  in  the  city  was  forbidden  by  Edward  ttl/* 
Dfh  Jamei  Ah  Stewart*  Health  Officer,  UaUimore,  Nov.  re,  1B73  ; 

•  •  ♦  *'  Qur  city  is  itill  suffering  from  the  nuisance  of  slaughtering  e»tabHshmept*  mv^va  ^  dtf 
llnuUt  ajid.  not  with  standing  the  itrictesi  watcla  fulness  and  order  nti  the  pan  t*f  the  police  and  BcalA  Hli*f^ 
mentt  prove  constantly  A  serious  punishment  and  detriraeni  to  the  neighoorhoods  in  which  thty  &3st,  *  *  *  * 
I  regard  the  removal  t>i  all  *uch  estahlishmenlir  to  a  locality  where  the  offence  to  the  iJiItahioiAts  on  tie 
to  the  nuniroiim  of  vital  importance  in  a  &anitar>r  pomt  of  view*  and  think  it  the  du-ty  of  ail  He^di 
where  to  coOperatc,  through  the  public  pres*,  and  tipoo  evsy  fittiiig  Qccaston  10  tirce  mnd  u 
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etc.  If  properly  located  on  the  river  front,  animals  need  never  enter 
the  streets,  and  the  sewerage  may  be  so  perfect  that  all  the  liquids 
shall  be  discharged  beyond  low  tide. 

It  follows  that  if  the  business  can  thus  be  concentrated  in  a  single 
establishment,  two,  or  at  most  three,  abattoirs  of  smaller  dimensions, 
but  equally  well  located  and  appointed,  would  be  ample  for  the 
present  and  future  wants  of  the  city. 

7.  //  is  alleged  that  an  abattoir  is  a  monopoly  designed  to  benefit  the 

few. 

The  idea  of  a  monopoly  grows  out  of  the  necessary  restrictions 
which  must  be  imposed  upon  private  slaughter  houses.  It  is  assumed 
by  the  opponents  of  public  slaughter  houses,  that  every  man  has 
the  same  rights  in  the  establishment,  regulation,  and  control  of 
slaughtering,  that  he  has  in  regard  to  any  other  business.  The  fallacy 
of  this  reasoning,  so  far  as  relates  to  this  city  and  State,  was  noticed 
in  the  first  objection  in  this  report.  It  is  there  shown  to  be  the  duty 
of  municipal  authorities  to  place  this  business  and  its  adjuncts  under 
the  most  positive  restrictions,  if  they  are  believed  to  be  detrimental 
to  the  public  health.  Similar  powers  are  given  to  local  authorities  in 
other  States.* 


*  An  act  passed  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1870  incorporating  the  "  Butchers*  Slaughtering  and 
Melting  Association  in  Brighton/'  which,  among  other  provisions,  contains  the  following  :  "The  State  Board  of 
Health  may,  if  in  their  judgment  the  public  health  requires,  order  any  person,  at  any  time,  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  slaughtering  within  six  miles  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market  in  Boston,  and  not  upon  any  island  in  the 
harbor,  to  slaughter  his  cattle,  sheep  or  other  animals  upon  the  premises  of  said  corporation."  In  1871  a  general 
act  was  passed  **  concerning  slaughter-houses  and  noxious  and  offensive  trades.^* 

In  x868  the  Prussian  Government  enacted  : 

(x.)  In  those  districts  where  a  public  slaughter-house  has  been  erected,  the  district  authorities  shall  have 
power  to  direct  that  the  slaughtering  of  all  and  every  description  of  catde,  as  also  certain  kind  of  work  and 
manipulation  (to  be  designated  and  described),  shall  be  done  exclusively  within  said  slaughter-house.  Said 
authorities  shall  also  have  power  to  prohibit  the  further  use  of  any  other  parts  or  places,  excepting  such  as  are 
designated  for  said  purpose  within  any  public  .slaughter-house  being  lawrfiilly  possessed  and  managed  by  a 
corporation  or  mutual  association. 

(2.)  The  district  authorities  shall  have  power  to  ordain  by  resolutioo,  on  the  erection  of  a  public  slaughter- 
house, that  all  catde  entering  the  same  and  intended  to  be  slaughtered,  shall  be  subject  to  an  examination  by 
experts  who  shall  certify  to  the  healthy  state  of  said  animals,  both  be/ore  and  after  slaughtering. 

(3.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cor(>oration  or  association  having  control  of  a  public  slaughter-house  estab- 
lished for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  slaughtering  catde,  to  arrange  and  regulate  its  formation  in  such  order  as  will 
meet  all  local  requirements,  and  to  maintain  it  in  this  same  condition. 

(4.)  The  corporation  or  association  is  authorized  to  raise  certain  fees^  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  premises, 
as  also  for  the  examination  of  the  cattle,  especially  the  examination  of  the  meat.  This  tariff  of  fees  shall  be  fixed 
by  resolution  of  said  corporation,  etc. ,  for  at  least  one  year,  and  be  published. 

(5.)  The  use  of  the  establishment  shall  be  open  to  all  who  comply  with  the  prescribed  regiilations. 


But  an  abattoir  is  simply  a  cooperative  slaughter  hou^c  err : 
by  a  corporation  organiied  on  strictly  business  principles*     Capl^ 
required  and  is  furnished  by  capitalists.      But  capital  is  invested 
the  purpose  of  remunerating  returns,  and  the   business  of  the  co 
ration  is  organized  as  to  secure  such  returns.      It  would  man  if:  * 
feat  the  very  purposes  for  which  capital   is   invested  if  tlic  1 
were  so  organized  and  conducted  as  to  damage  the  trade. • 

It  is  contended  that  if  public  sUughter  houses,  or  abattoirs,  are  to 
he  organized,  the  butchers  alone  should  form  the  corporation.  This 
is  a  feature  of  the  business  which  will  regulate  itself;  if  the  butchcn 
have  the  requisite  capital  they  will  compose  the  corporation  ;  if  thqr 
have  not^  they  vvi!l  seek  capital  from  other  sources.  In  construdiiic 
the  abattoir  at  Boston,  the  butchers  called  upon  capitalists  to  unite  m 
the  enterprise  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  and  complained  that  die 
botchers  were  left  to  bear  the  burden  alone. 

8.  Tkc  time  alhw^d  far  rmwifai  0r  canccftiratimi  mtisi  be  suj^df^i 
to  enable  the  proprietors  ta  make  ih^  necessary  changes  milmi 
great  pictmiary  iass. 

The  Committee  fully  recognize  the  importance  of  this  propositioQ, 
and  recommend  the  Board  to  allow  as  much  time  for  the  proposed 
change  as  it  may  deem 'compatible  with  the  public  health.  \Vhert 
large  private  interests  are  required  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  the 
public  welfare  the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  that  the  former  be  ftot 
subjected  to  unnecessary  hardship.  In  the  present  case  the  amoaist 
of  capital  invested  is  considerable,  and  time  will  be  required  to  adjust 
the  new  relations  of  business  in  the  proposed  changes  so  as  to  reduce 
individual  losses  to  a  minimum.  And  yet  the  Board,  in  considering 
private  interests,  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  evils  of  the 
present  system  of  slaughtering  are  of  a  serious  character,  are  grad- 
ually  but   constantly  increasing,  and   at   no   distant    day    existing 


*  Prof«»OT  SchQlkc  ay*  t  *'The  imjire^tioo  prticjiill*  ihat  ihc  k^x  on  iJjiuffhterifi^  fee*  far 
COfttof  m^Liiitaiinine  th«  mstilutioD,  etc  ,  would  haife  a  geiieral  datnaging  elTea.    This 
nri^/^  after  the  erirction  of  any  publk  ibugh(jcr-hou*c.*' 

"The  Butchery'  Sbughtering  jjid  Meliing  A^MKriacioii  (]:ki«iwi)  is  n5t  tunfity  m  hi 
has  ao  Enonopuly  in  the  flaughtering  busiiic»«.    «  *  ■     [|  b  (ubject  to  tVnagtm  rcgukuaoEu^  iniittrtlpj  it  A* 
jniblrc  health,  cotttfort,  Abd  convenience^  cind  ii  thcrrfore  a  ptiblk  Mrvuit  gumiFrrnwind  to  ksaaah  il 
fadHtiet  to  Lhou:  who  &pp1y  tot  ^ughteriiig  on  ill  pfcmiset,  ftnd  Funher,  to  cmre  fbr  ihe  nfute  An4 
product!,  » that  there  shiil!  Ue  no  nuUwice  renitting  (torn  the  biuaieut."— Annivai.  Ebkutt  »  tiw  A»««i* 

ATIOW. 
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slaughter-houses  will  become  so  intolerable  that  summary  measures 
will  be  demanded  for  their  removal.  In  our  opinion  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Board  to  recognize  the  future  as  well  as  the  present  sanitary 
wants  of  the  city,  and  adopt  such  timely  measures  as  will  secure  the 
abatement  of  growing  nuisances  like  those  under  consideration. 

SANITARY    ADVANTAGES    OF    CO-OPERATIVE    SLAUGHTER     HOUSES 

OR   ABATTOIRS. 

If  now  we  turn  from  the  consideration  of  the  objections  raised  to 
this  reform,  to  consider  the  sanitary  aspects  of  the  question  of  con- 
centration of  the  business,  we  notice  : 

I .  Facilities  would  be  afforded  for  the  thorough  inspection  of  cattle 

and  meats. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  as  a  sanitary  measure,  that  there  should 
be  ample  facilities  for  the  intelligent  inspection  of  the  cattle  to  be 
slaughtered,  and  of  the  meats  to  be  exposed  for  sale  in  the  markets. 

Since  the  introduction  of  railroads,  the  increase  of  diseased  stock 
in  our  markets  has  been  very  marked.  Not  only  does  easy  trans- 
portation facilitate  the  conveyance  of  diseased  animals,  which  would 
otherwise  be  allowed  to  die  in  the  country,  but  many  healthy  animals 
are  so  bruised  in  transit  that,  when  slaughtered,  large  subcutaneous 
abscesses  are  disclosed.  Formerly,  stock  reached  the  markets  of  large 
cities  only  by  the  slow  process  of  foot-traveling,  but  this  necessitated 
the  feeding  of  animals  at  proper  intervals,  in  order  that  they  might 
retain  their  flesh.  They  thus  reached  their  destination  by  easy 
marches,  foot-sore  perhaps,  but  not  greatly  reduced  in  flesh,  nor 
weak  from  suppurating  sores.  In  railway  transportation  the  whole 
system  is  changed.  The  stock  is  crowded  into  open  cars,  often 
hundreds  of  miles  distant,  exposed  to  the  weather,  unable  to  lie  down, 
jammed  with  violence  against  the  sides  of  the  cars  by  the  motion  of 
the  train  or  by  crowding ;  and  to  add  to  this  cruelty,  often  deprived 
of  food  and  water. 

The  temptation  to  slaughter  diseased  cattle  in  large  cities  is  very 
great,  and  the  opportunities  afforded  are  abundant  when  the  business 
is  entirely  unregulated  and  free  from  the  surveillance  of  competent 
sanitary  officers.  In  every  city  where  no  restrictions  upon  the  trade 
exist,   there  is  a  class  of  men  who  deal  in  diseased  cattle  and  meats 


I 


776 

exclusively.  In  the  cattle  yards  they  purchase  the  sick,  lame,  ot 
injured  stock,  and  in  the  markets  they  select  the  rejected  meats,  and 
then  retail  this  unwholesome  refuse  of  the  slaughter-house  to  the 
poor.* 

To  guard  the  people  against  the  imposition  of  diseased  meats,  tk 
best  regulated  foreign  cities  require  the  careful  inspection  by  expert 
officers  of  everj'^  animal  brought  to  market.  All  obviously  diseased 
cattle  are  sent  to  the  offal  depot,  and  the  suspected  are  detained  in 
yards  or  stalls  for  observation.  All  the  meats  offered  for  sale  in  the 
public  markets  must  have  a  previous  inspection.  In  this  manner  the 
people  are  protected  from  even  the  liability  of  receiving  unwholesome 
meats. 

But  no  sanitary  inspection  worthy  of  the  slightest  confidence  can 
be  maintained  over  the  meat  supply  of  our  markets  while  the  present 
scattered,  unregulated,  and  practically  unlicensed  system  of  slaughter- 
ing is  continued,  t     Cattle  suffering   any    and   every  form  of  disease 

♦  Professor  Gamgee  says  :  "  In  London  I  have  seen  butchers  in  private  slaughter-houses  dress  cjareody 
diseased  carcasses  and  '  polish  *  the  meat.  This  filthy  practice  consists  in  killing  a  good  fat  ox.  at  titt  ^^^  tae 
tiiat  a  number  of  lean  and  diseased  animals  are  being  killed.  Boiling  u-ater  is  at  hand,  and  when  the  loo  aiuauii 
have  been  skinned,  their  flesh  is  rubbed  over  with  fat  from  the  healthy  ox,  and  hot  cloths  arc  used  to  fceep  ^b 
&t  warm,  and  to  distribute  it  over  the  carcass,  that  it  may  acquire  an  artifictal  gloss  and  an  appearance  d[  wot 
being  totally  deprived  of  fat.  In  Edinburgh  I  have  seen  sickly  lambs,  without  a  particle  of  £a  tipoa  tbea. 
dressed  up  with  the  fat  of  healthy  sheep  much  in  the  same  way.  From  the  private  slaughter-houses  in  Loadoo  1 
have  known  even  the  diseased  organs  themselves  sent  to  the  sausage-nuker.  I  n  company  with  another  member  ^ 
my  profession,  I  have  seen  a  carcass  dressed  and  portions  of  it  prepared  for  sale  as  sau sage-meat  and  'Hhcmse, 
although  thoracic  disease  had  gone  to  such  an  extent  that  gallons  of  fetid  fluid  were  r«mo%-ed  60m  the  pkural 
sacs,  and  that  large  abscesses  existed  in  the  lungs." 

The  ftrflowing  is  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  of  unsound  meat  and  the  number  of  diseased  animals  OHidcnatd 
as  unfit  for  human  food  in  the  City  of  New  York  during  the  year  1873  {Report  0/ Sanitary  Poiue) : 

Number  of  (>ounds  of  Beef ^-.j:?? 

"  '*  Mutton 5.115 

^'^ 2i.y. 

"                  "            Ham ,    _  2,;fS 

"                  "            Corned  Beef g^ 

Pork 


Lamb  . 


9-5^ 

1,149 

Total ZTZ: 


Number  of  Cattle , ^^ 

Sheep 2^ 

Hogs ,.- 

"          Veal  (carcass) ,3^ 

Veal,  "Bob" ^y. 


"         I^mbs  (carcass). 


Total. 


t  "The  vigilant  inspection  of    these  houses  is  very  difficult  on  account  of  their  scattered  pi:»iti.>n.  a^d* 
constant  and  reliable  examination  of  meat  is  impossible." — Dr.  Mapother,  Health  Oflficer  of  Dublin. 
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may  pass  unnoticed  and  unchallenged  to  any  of  the  fifty  slaughter- 
houses, and  the  carcass  may  go  thence  to  the  market  without 
hindrance,  unless  the  Sanitary  Police  officer  should  chance  to  notice  it. 

The  only  practicable  and  indeed  possible  method  of  instituting  an 
adequate  system  of  cattle  and  meat  inspection  is  the  concentration  of 
the  business  in  large  and  well-regulated  abattoirs.  The  very  incor- 
poration of  butchers  in  such  companies  leads  to  the  expulsion  from 
the  business  of  those  irresponsible  dealers  who  live  by  a  sort  of 
contraband  trade. 

But  the  great  sanitary  feature  of  the  proposed  regulation  is  the 
rigid  inspection  of  cattle  and  meats  which  may  be  so  successfully 
carried  out* 

2.  Abattoirs  properly  conducted  tend  to  the  purity  and  preservation  of 

meat. 

Fresh  meats  afford,  during  the  warm  summer  months  of  the  year, 
a  fertile  soil  for  the  development  of  the  germs  which  arise  from  decay- 
ing or  decomposing  matter,  vegetable  and  animal.  The  germs  are, 
of  course,  the  most  abundant  where  there  is  the  largest  amount  of 
organic  matter.  When  implanted  on  fresh  meat,  at  a  proper  tem- 
perature, they  at  once  begin  to  develop  and  the  meat  undergoes 
putrefactive  changes.  In  certain  localities  meats  cannot  be  preserved 
in  the  summer  except  on  ice,  for  even  an  hour.  And  it  is  susceptible 
of  demonstration  that  meat  slaughtered  in  filthy  stalls  and  exposed 
to  the  emanations  of  unclean  yards,  areas,  drains,  etc.,  quickly  takes 

♦  Dr.  I.«theby,  Health  Officer  of  I/>ndon,  say*  :  '*  My  opinion  of  the  injurious  effects  of  diseased  meat  on 
the  health  of  those  who  make  use  of  it  is  very  decided.  I  have  seen  so  much  mischief  from  it  that  I  do  not 
hesitate  for  one  moment  to  say  that  some  legislative  measure  is  most  pressingly  wanted  to  prevent,  not  only  the 
trafik  in  di.seased  meat,  but  also  to  prevent  the  slaughtering  of  diseased  animals.  Such  regulations  are  now  in 
operation  everywhere  on  the  continent,  and  they  are  much  needed  here.  In  the  city  markets  alone  my  officers 
seize  from  one  to  two  tons  of  diseased  meat  every  week.  I^st  year  we  seized  110,046  pounds  of  meat,  of  which 
78,697  pounds  were  diseased,  and  13,944  poimds  from  animals  that  had  died.  We  often  pursue  the  offenders 
into  a  court  of  justice  and  have  them  fined  or  imprisoned  ;  but  I  feel  that  the  mischief  should  be  stopped  ' 
before  it  reaches  the  markets.     Officers  are  wanted  to  examine  the  cattle  before  they  are  slaughtered." 

Prof.  Schfilke  says:  "The  general  deleterious  effects  caused  by  these  private  slaughter-houses  are 
further  augmented  by  the  absence  of  any  examination  of  the  animals  about  to  be  slaughtered,  as  also  the  meat 
intended  for  sale.  Numerous  instances  are  known  of  diseased  catde  bemg  slaughtered  in  these  petty  establish  - 
ments  and  the  meat  sold  for  consumption.  It  is  equally  certain  that  much  of  this  injurious  traffic  remains  undis- 
covered.  In  a  cooperative  slaughter-house  the  supervision  must  be  practically  less  difficult  and  more  stringent, 
depending,  as  it  would,  on  the  mutual  vigilance  of  those  concerned,  who  would  thus  exclude  all  diseased  animals 
and  sickly  meat.  In  Brussels,  during  one  year,  the  public  examination  of  cattle  prior  to  slaughter  resulted  in  56 
cows,  4  oxen,  11  sheep,  3  pigs,  and  i  calf  being  declared  in  a  state  destructive  to  human  health,  and  their 
carcasses  were  therefore  destroyed.  These  diseased  animals  would  otherwise  probably  have  been  sold  for  con- 
sumption. 


on  putrefaction,*  If  now  we  recall  the  fact  that  the  meats  sbagbterd 
in  New  York  hang  in  an  atmosphere  charged  with  foul  emanadom, 
we  cannot  doubt  that  these  meats  reach  the  butcher's  stand  in  ik 
summer  in  a  stage  of  incipient,  if  not  advanced,  decomposition.  If 
we  add  to  this  exposure  to  the  fiUh  of  the  slaughter-house*.  6c 
additional  exposure  to  the  filth  of  the  street,  as  the  cart  is  driven  to 
market  by  the  butcher,  we  have  the  best  conditions  that  could  bt 
devised  for  furnishing  the  people  of  this  city  with  unwholesomt 
meats.  That  such  a  meat  supply  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  tke 
people  there  is  no  doubt,t  The  effect  of  inoculating  a  wound,  witk 
meat  in  this  stage  of  putrefaction ,  is  most  dangerous,  often  resultisg 
in  violent  inflammation  and  speedy  death. 

But  in  the  abattoir  as  described  by  Assistant  Sanitary  Stipeno- 
tendent  Janes  (see  Appendix  '*  A**)  we  have  these  conditiofli 
changed.  All  is  scrupulously  clean ;  the  air  is  untainted  by  decom- 
posing organic  matter  of  any  kind ;  the  meats  are  hung  up  in  a  cool, 
dry  atmosphere  ;  and  transportation  to  market  is  on  barges  thoroughly 
clean  and  well  ventilated, t 


*  '*  The  purnd  cFBjinatioii!»  frcnn  theie  sJaughtcr-houEa  ^vt  fuch  tha.t  naea,!  ^^snut  kin^  be  kept  is  ihim.  9* 
§h(ipi,  Jidjoioiiig  th*m/*-  Prtsf.  G^mjitt,  **  VMi  Hcporl  Mtd.  OfliHSsr  Pnvy  Coii«cil,** 

tPr«f.  A,    S.   T»>t(>r   (Win^k  urt  Poi^-bntt  %&yvi    **Th€K  is  no   dc^ibt    that  funxkl   de^i"  ««)r  lalp  I 
unwh<>kft9fnc  iirt4  itiJurimiK  the  ficth  «?!  the  mo4t  hcjtlrhy  smiioal ;  iind  it  is  fay  no  nc^^tris   inpto^Ue  d«t  ^Mi 
the  pocK  of  targe  citiei  tht  tecrci  ule  of  JecT>mpcifcd  ajid  uawbotesonie  meat  is  »  >cry  freqifcttl  a«»K  ofdiail 
and  death.'* 

*  *  *  "There  is  in dispu table  evidence  of  nearly  a  whule  vijla^  suffeHtig  tLwUilf,  jad«f<— ' 
de«th,  firom  itiali^ant  puftule^  in.  canffeqtteucr  of  eadng  the  flesh  <tf  an  ox  slaii^hnered  while  t»b«rin;g  ttsici  liik 
formuf  amhmx  karbiincle)  fever  withouit  eruption."— k.  Cecly,  *'  Spttb  Repcrrt  Med-  Officer  ViwfComA* 

lit.  l^theby,  Health  Officer  uf  London.,  j^y*  '*A*  to  the  eff«ru  ol  such  mc^t  on  the  huniJLD  sdbin^t 
have  seen  many  cases  of  tUmm  from  ^t  One  of  these  is  iufficitnily  important  to  bnnjE  yndcr  ja^if  iwiiee  !• 
ihe  ni{7nik  <A  Novemberp  ifiSo^  a  part  of  a  diieased  cow  wat  bou^hi  in  N'ewgaie  Mjtrkrt^  It  came  bf^iatmtt/f^ 
cow-bouies  in  t^ndt^i .  It  wm«  bought  bY  a  &attf^g,e-aiaker  of  ICinetUMid*  and,  d»  t^  ciMnni'j«ily  Ihe  cam  wiA  Wf 
bad  ineae,  it  wai  made  up  bio  lausAjies.  Slxty-Mx  persons  partook  of  the  sAUsa^e»»  and  tijrty^6>«r  oCiIkb  **" 
made  very  ilL  Tbey  wete  puiiged^  became  sick,  giddy,  and  the  vital  powen  were  scnmaif  prrnxnted,  uni  ite^ 
lay  in  many  case*  for  hour*  ui  a  Ri?itc  of  colbpsc,  like  people  wiih  cholera.  One  maji  4m4^  audi  t  i 
by  the  coroEser  to  inquire  into  the  mauer.  lobLauied  some  of  the  unfiifcs.  thin  kin  j£  that  m  intnc^  | 
be  prcsenit  but  1  could  diifCOver  none  ;  and  the  whctle  hliiory  of  the  case  «ho'#ed  that  it  ws>  dibeasied  fsat  m^A 
had  done  the  work," 

PtuL  Gamgee  »yf  :  **  My  awti  o^bi^ervaijonm  eonJirm  the  opJnMnj^  ofthe  emifieni  autKontic»  fu*l  ^MtwdL  I 
have  known  many  in»tanjce&  where  meat  «iipplicd  in  lodging-houaerih  m  ihls  city  ha»  ted  in  ^nM»tin£,  p«fii|* 
and  Kevere  colic-  In  the  ma j aril y  i>f  in&tsiiices  such  meat  was  coakftl  In  the  form  of  beef»ieak.  Thnt  of  iiT  *"* 
students  were  a  fleeted  timuttacieou&ly  onu  day  in  December  last.  Wlihio  a  couple  of  houri  after  disffcr  (^ 
experknced  colicky  pains  purging,  vomitings  and  these  »yniptom§  lasted  several  boiir#.  Ilr^d.  ^MaM^  4«l 
water  were  the  only  ether  matenaU  ihey  had  partaken  of  at  dinner.  On  another  i<:c^»wti  t*Tt  *«r  aikiiiLHl 
did  not  atiribkite  the  injury  to  the  iieak  iniiil  the  ueHt  day,  when  the  servant  iiie  what  had  tcsn  leli  «f  llwftfd, 
atid  suffered  icvercly." 

I  '*  Among  the  many  advatrtages  of  the  ahtttteir  ity^item  ii>ay  be  tiioticed  ihc  fadiltttCK  for  cvo^i^f  Ae  ■»• 
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Mr.  Pfeiffer  remarks,  as  the  result  of  his  personal  examinations  of 
abattoirs  : 

"  The  abattoir  also  demonstrates  that  in  a  large  establishment  the 
slaughtering  is  more  readily  supervised  and  the  whole  business  done 
more  systematically  and  more  cleanly  ;  in  fact,  so  cleanly  that  nothing 
offensive  is  perceptible,  owing  to  the  superior  sanitary  precautions 
that  have  been  taken  in  the  construction,  and  the  constant  enforce- 
ment of  proper  regulations  which  experience  has  proved  almost 
impossible  to  enforce  in  a  large  number  of  small  establishments 
scattered  over  a  great  part  of  the  city." 

3.  The  nuisance  created  by  cattle-driving  in  the  streets  and  the  carriage 

of  butchers*  offal  and  refuse  will  forever  be  abated. 

The  sanitary  importance  of  discontinuing  the  driving  of  cattle  and 
the  cartage  of  butchers*  refuse  through  the  streets  cannot  be  doubted 
by  any  one.  They  are  both  nuisances  against  the  public  health  and 
public  convenience  which  demand  abatement. 

4.  The  large  surface  area  now  occupied  by  the  business  would  be 

diminished  to  the  least  practicable  space y  and  the  entire  territory 
occupied  could  be  preserved  in  a  much  greater  state  of  cleanliness 
than  that  of  any  one  of  the  single  establishments  now  in  use. 

It  has  been  taken  for  granted  by  some  gentlemen  that,  if  fifty-four 
slaughter-houses  should  be  concentrated  in  one  establisment,  that 
this  single  establishment  will  become  fifty-four  times  more  offensive 
than  one  of  the  existing  slaughter-houses.  This  view  is  not  only 
absurd,  but  practically  the  reverse  is  true.  If,  for  the  loosely  paved 
yards,  the  imperfectly  drained  areas,  the  absorbent  floors,  etc.,  of 
the  present  slaughter-houses  now  widely  scattered,  we  can  substitute 
a  single  yard  on  the  river  front,  with  impervious  bottom,  susceptible 
of  being  thoroughly  flushed  at  all  times  with  water  ;  a  building  with 

with  ice  while  on  the  barges,  and  for  moving  it  in  large  masses  to  its  destination  without  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  weather."— Jackson  S.  Schultz,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Met.  Board  of  Health. 

*'  To  complete  the  reform  in  the  modes  of  slaughtering  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  in  such  a  way  that  nobody 
shall  suffer  and  everybody  shall  gain,  there  are  needed  one  or  more  abattoirs^  containing  all  the  improvements 
which  European  experience  can  furnish  or  modem  science  suggest.  ♦  ♦  ♦  xh^  sanitary  advantages 
of  such  a  system  would  be — i.  The  removal  of  the  present  offensive  odors  ;  3.  The  removal  of  slaughter-house 
pork  from  markets  ;  3.  The  ready  inspection  of  meat,  thus  insuring  the  rejection  of  that  which  is  unfit  for  food.** 
—Third  Report  Mass.  State  Board  of  Health. 

Prof.  Schfilke  says :  *'  In  a  public  slaughter-house  cleanliness  can  be  practically  effected  with  more 
facility,  and  the  offal,  etc.,  gathered,  disinfected,  and  disposed  of  more  easily  than  in  a  private  place.  The 
close  proximity  of  a  public  slaughter-house  to  the  catde  market  has  the  advantages  of  saving  the  animals  fron* 
the  torture  of  being  driven  long  distances  through  the  streets  and  suffering  hunger  and  thirst." 
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non -absorbent  floors,  and  equally  capable  of  rapid  and  thorough 
cleansing,  it  is  apparent  that  large  and  filthy  areas  now  reeking  trii 
ordare  in  the  summer's  sun,  and  floors  saturated  with  animal  mattcn, 
would  be  entirely  removed,  and  the  substitute  would  be  a  single 
limited  area,  at  all  times  kept  thoroughly  clean,  and  buildiogifrtt 
from  contamination. 

5-    CcncettiratwH  0/  slaughter itig  as  proposed  ivi//  abaie  thi  muisnei 
of  fat-melting,  hidc-ainng,  gut-cfemiin^^^   and  aiker  pffiwt 
L  kinds  (f  business  gr&tcing  out  of  slaughiering. 

Not  the  least  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  fnaintenance  of  numerccs 
slaughter-houses  are  those  kinds  of  oflensive  business,  like  fat-melting, 
which  are  its  adjuncts.  These  trades  are  carried  on  by  mdependefl} 
operators  on  their  own  premises,  and  always  in  a  most  slovenly  and 
negligent  manner.  The  butcher  is  likely  to  retain  his  fat  until  it 
becomes  putrid,  and  then  it  is  carried  through  the  streets  to  tlie  dilipi* 
dated  fat-melting  house  where  it  is  rendered  with  tm perfect  apparatus; 
the  hides  are  cured  by  another  ^mall  and  irresponsibte  dealer,  in^y 
old  building  which  he  can  secure ;  the  entrails^  in  a  state  of  actist 
putrefaction,  are  taken  by  still  another  dealer  through  the  citj'  to  any 
dilapidated  rear  building  where  the  workman  can  be  concealed,  and 
there  they  are  manipulated  for  days  together ;  the  hoofs  are  claimed 
by  a  fourth,  and  are  carted  the  length  of  the  city,  creating  a  most 
sickening  stench;  a  fifth  takes  the  tripe,  and  so  on,  until  the  eJitiit 
body  disappears  amongst  a  multitude  of  careless  and  negligent^  petty 
tradesmen.  It  has  been  the  constant  efibrt  of  this  Board  to  so  reg<ibl£ 
these  trades  as  to  abate  their  offensiveness,  but  the  result  has  been 
most  unsatisfactory.  Ordinances  and  inspections,  fines  and  arrest 
avail  nothing.  The  only  effectual  remedy  is  the  removal  of  the* 
trades  from  the  city*  or  their  union  with  the  business  of  slaughtering 
under  regulations  which  shall  require  that  all  parts  of  the  animal  shJi 
be  suitably  cared  for  on  the  premises,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  create 
no  nuisance,* 

*'*  Wtien  the  abattotr  iffttem  ii  in  full  opfindon  h  b  coaAdcntlir  pndktod  ttiat  nil  panu»  vdl 
accq>t  the  change,  and  thjit  the  utuUry  CQadUlan  of  many  fKwtJont  of  the  db-trict  will  be 
When  ihe  hu^inett  heretoP>rtf  tmi^sacted  a  I  two  hmtdred  ilau^hief-houset  and  forty  iai,  bQae, 
cs^tnlilishmeniA,  located  ui  the  mos^t  densely  popuLitird  portustts  of  thr  cities  ^i  New  Yotk  m, 
removed  and  conccntraLi^d  at  thr^e  or  Bur  nb&ttoir!^,  property  lasted  on  the  bankft  of  £Mt  avd  KcfA  ti'WH 
then,  and  not  till  theii,  will  the  sevural  buEines^  |Kursuits,  which  Have  hcfctalbre  seemed  to  defy  l^btovs*^ 
violate  uith  iiDpunity  aU  the  UiWfi  of  sanitary'  science^  be  th<^>rauglily  amd  effectuallx  csQttvlkd.**— J-icMn  ^ 
SchuLiE,  £iq.,  Pmtldent  Met.  Board  of  Health > 
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6.  Advantages  of  Location. 

It  is  contended  by  some  persons  that  the  only  method  of  effectu- 
ally remedying  the  evils  of  slaughtering  is  the  removal  of  the  entire 
business  beyond  the  city.  While  it  is  true  that  such  removal  would 
relieve  the  city  of  the  ordinary  nuisances  connected  with  the  trade,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  by  removal  the  important  sanitary  advan- 
tage obtained  by  concentration  within  the  city,  namely,  inspection  of 
meats,  would  be  lost.  Nor  is  there  a  necessity  for  removing  the  busi- 
ness from  the  city  in  order  to  secure  proper  isolation.  By  the  acqui- 
sition of  new  territory,  New  York  now  offers  superior  advantages  for 
the  location  of  public  or  cooperative  slaughter-houses  within  the  city 
limits.  The  river  fronts,  upon  which  such  establishments  may  be 
located,  have  been  largely  extended,  and  large  areas  of  contiguous 
lands,  for  the  care  of  stock,  are  now  available.  Locations  for  the 
business  may  be  secured  which  combine  facilities  for  isolation,  clean- 
liness, economy,  the  proper  care  of  stock  and  meats,  and  the  utilization 
of  refuse  without  offense.  Transports  and  rail-cars  may  be  so  arranged 
as  to  meet  in  the  abattoirs  ;  means  for  utilizing  all  forms  of  refuse 
without  detriment  to  the  public  health  may  be  provided ;  and  the 
ample  stock-yards  may  contain  every  needed  provision  for  the  care  of 
stock.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  corporation  which  selects 
a  site  for  the  slaughter-house  on  the  river  front,  with  a  large  supply 
of  lands  for  the  proper  care  of  stock,  may  now  fully  meet  the  present 
and  prospective  sanitary  requirements  of  authorities. 

The  conclusions  which  the  Committee  have  reached  are  : 

I.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  take  the  necessary  prelimi- 
nary steps  towards  the  removal  of  the  business  of  slaughtering,  and 
all  accessory  trades,  from  the  city  limits,  or  their  concentration  in 
suitable  locations,  and  in  properly  constructed  and  appointed  build- 
ings. 

II.  In  order  that  such  an  amount  of  time  may  be  allowed  for  the 
change  required  as  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  prevent  unnecessary 
hardship  to  any  person  now  engaged  in  the  business,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1876,  be  the  day  on  which  the 
ordinances  relating  to  the  business  shall  take  effect. 

III.  That  the  Board  should  not  prescribe  the  number  of  abattoirs 
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or  slaughter-houses,  but  should   require,   among   other  things,  that 
each  one  should  have  — 

First.  A  location  directly  on  the  river,  and  facilities  for  receinng 
stock  directly  into  the  yards  from  transports  or  rail-cars. 

Second.  A  capacity  for  slaughtering  daily  one-half,  at  least,  of  the 
entire  number  of  animals  of  the  particular  kind  to  which  each  abat- 
toir is  devoted  (whether  of  cattle,  hogs,  or  small  stock),  slaughtered 
in  New  York  at  the  time  this  ordinance  takes  effect. 

Third,  Arrangements  for  utilizing  on  the  premises,  and  \*nthout 
offense,  all  parts  of  the  animal  except  the  marketable  meats. 

IV.  That  on  and  after  the  date  fixed  the  public  streets  shall  not 
be  used  for  the  driving  of  cattle,  nor  small  stock,  nor  shall  any  of  the 
offensive  trades  connected  with  the  business  be  allowed  outside  of 
these  public  slaughter-houses. 

V.  That  no  building  shall  be  erected  for  or  converted  into  an 
abattoir,  the  plans  of  which  have  not  been  submitted  to  and 
approved  in  writing  by  the  Board  of  Health.* 


♦  The  following  arc  the  conclusions  of  a  report  recently  made  to  the  Sanitary  Coixunittee  of  the  0»aBis- 
sioncrs  of  Sewers  of  the  City  of  I^ndon  upon  slaughter-houses  in  that  city.  Ther«  are  tu-ent>--€tght  lixcsej 
slaughter-houses  in  the  city  fold;  of  Ix)ndon.  and  the  report  was  made  by  two  medical  officers  of  health,  aftrn 
careful  and  detailed  inspection  of  each  of  these  establishments  : 

1.  Tfiat  no  private  slaushter-houses  should  t><  ailo':ved  in  the  city  of  /.outi/»n  ;   and 

2.  Thitt  rz-t'ry  effort  should  be  made  to  brinj^  about  the  establish  tnent  of  public  itbatt^irs. 

We  venture,  moreover,  to  urge  the  following  additional  reasons  why,  to  our  mind,  public  sIaughtcr-S>:^><^ 
would  Ik:  exceedingly  desirable  : 

1.  Facilities  will  be  afforded  for  the  inspection  by  skilled  inspectors  of  all  the  animals  entering  the  sla-fhtcr- 
house,  as  to  their  healthy  or  diseased  condition,  as  well  as  for  the  examination  of  the  carcasses  befon:  the\-  ir? 
removed  from  the  premises.  In  this  way  we  believe  the  amount  of  bad  meat  which  is  now  sold  » ill  be  materul) 
lessened.  L'nder  exi-^ting  circumstances  a  systematic  examination  of  the  animals  is  impossible  It  iruv  :« 
urged  that,  at  present,  ne.nrly  all  the  prosecution^  instituted  by  your  Court  are  on  account  of  bad  meat  •hLh  ;• 
sent  from  the  country.  The  reason  of  this  is,  not  that  no  diseased,  unsound,  or  putrid  meat  is  iound  m  r.f 
private  slaughter-houses  of  the  city,  but  from  the  impxissibility  of  that  complete  inspection  which  is  nece>sir«  frc 
its  detection.  The  inspection  of  the  private  slaughter-houses  cannot  be  complete  unless  an  infpe.tx  ^« 
appointed  for  each  slaughter-house,  which,  we  need  scarcely  say,  owing  lo  the  enormous  expense  that  »5ul-  ^< 
involved,  is  impracticable. 

2.  Cruelty  in  killing  would  be  kept  in  check.  This  cruelty  (and  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  i:  -.^ver  ar: 
over  ag.iin'  is,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  perfectly  uncalled  for.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details.  i>.;t  ;: 
could  l>c  easily  done. 

3.  The  establishment  of  public  abattoirs  would  tend  to  lower  the  price  of  meat.  All  experience  j  ^*i> 
country,  and  on  the  continent,  where  public  abattoirs  have  been  provided,  prove  this  to  be  the  case.  The  a-<r 
tions  made  to  the  contrary-  are  mere  assertions,  and  are  unsupported   by  a  single   fact.      It  may  be  raerMcei 
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The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  ordi- 
nance : 

That  on  and  after  H he  fourth  day  of  July,  1876,  the  business  of 
slaughtering  animals  in  the  City  of  New  York  shall  not  be  conducted 
south  of  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street  ^  unless  the  same  shall  be  done 
in  buildings  located  directly  upon  the  water  front,  each  having  a  capa- 
city sufficient  for  the  yarding  and  slaughtering  daily  of  one-half  of  the 
entire  number  of  cattle^  or  hogs,  or  small  stock  (all  or  separately, 
according  to  the  particular  object  of  each  abattoir)  slaughtered  in  this 
city  at  the  time  this  ordinance  shall  go  into  effect,  and  so  constructed 
as  to  receive  all  stock  deliverable  thereat  directly  from  cars  or  trans- 
ports ;  and  to  discharge  therefrom  all  liquid  refuse  below  low -water 
mark  ;  and  to  secure  the  proper  care  and  disposition  of  all  parts  of  the 
slaughtered  animals  upon  the  pre?nises,  or  the  immediate  removal 
thereof  by  means  of  boats ;  and  on  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
1876,  no  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  or  calves  shall  be  driven  in  the  streets  of 


further  that  the  inferior  parts  of  the  animals,  which  are  said  to  be  purchased  by  the  poor,  could  be  just  as  well 
offered  for  sale  in  the  public  abattoir  as  in  the  private  slaughter-house,  and  such  parts  would  probably  be  sold  at 
a  lower  price  than  they  are  now,  as  the  expense  of  using  public  slaughter-houses  would,  as  experience  points 
out,  be  less  than  that  incurred  by  the  use  of  private  ones. 

4.  The  flesh  of  an  animal  killed  at  the  spot  where  it  was  fed  not  only  keeps  fresh  much  longer,  but  is 
infinitely  better  than  when  the  animal  has  been  brought  a  long  distance  by  rail,  josded  and  bruised  by  the 
jolting  of  a  railway  truck,  and  then  kept,  as  it  usually  is,  for  forty-eight  hours  or  longer  in  the  close  and  confined 
lairs,  or  killing-pounds,  such  as  are  found,  almost  without  exception,  in  the  city  slaughter-houses.  Nor  must  we 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  meat  of  a  healthy  animal  killed  in  the  private  slaughter-houses  is  very  likely  to 
become  contaminated  from  the  inevitable  deposits  of  manure,  putrid  blood,  and  other  foul  materials  which  are 
found  in  and  around  the  close  and  confined  spaces  of  the  slaughter-houses.  We  may  state  here  that  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  city  told  us  that  he  had  not  used  it  since  last  summer,  and  did  not 
intend  to  u.se  it  again,  as  he  had  found  that  countr>'-killed  meat  was  much  to  be  preferred,  as  it  kept  sweet 
infinitely  longer,  and,  on  the  whole,  was  much  cheaper. 

5.  The  abolishing  of  private  slaughter-houses  would  necessarily,  in  a  great  degree,  do  away  with  the 
nuisance  of  driving  animals  through  the  crowded  streets  and  the  consequent  evils  attendant  thereupon.  It 
would  also,  by  providing  proper  lairs,  lessen  the  noises  caused  by  the  animals  being  packed  in  confined  areas, 
which  are  often  complained  of  by  persons  living  m  the  neighborhood  of  a  slaughter-house. 

We  have  no  suggestions  to  offer  respecting  the  improvement  of  the  existing  slaughter-houses.  The 
slaughter-houses  in  the  city  are,  in  our  opinion,  without  exception,  altogether  unfitted,  both  by  construction  and 
locality,  for  the  purpose  ;  and  we  most  strongly  recommend  your  Committee  to  take  under  your  consideration 
the  establishment,  in  appropriate  places,  of  a  sufficient  number  of  public  slaughter-houses  or  abattoirs,  llie 
marked  success  that  has  resulted  wherever  abattoirs  have  been  erected  fully  justifies  us  in  strongly  urging  this 
as  the  only  remedy  for  existing  evils.  One  huge  abattoir,  as  some  have  suggested,  would,  we  are  of  opinion,  be 
undesirable  ;  but  the  establishment  of  a  sufficient  number  of  them  would,  judging  from  the  experience  of 
authorities  gained  elsewhere,  be  a  great  sanitary  improvement,  and  would  benefit  all  parties  concerned,  not 
merely  the  public,  and  especially  the  poor,  by  providing  them  with  better  and  cheaper  meat,  but  the  butchers  as 
well.  I'he  present  opposition  of  the  trade  is,  we  are  convinced,  dependent  on  a  false  prejudice  and  ignorance 
of  the  benefits  which  will  accrue  to  them,  as  they  have  accrued  to  others,  when  the  private  slaughter-houses 
have  given  way  to  the  abattoirs. 
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such  city  bcloiu  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  street ;  nor  shall  any  o^cn- 
sivc  business  growing  out  of  that  of  slaughtering,  as  fat-melting,  kiii- 
curing,  gut-cleaning, bone-boiling, glue-making,  ete.,  etc.,  be  conducted, 
except  on  the  premises  constructed  and  prepared  as  herein  required, ani 
dfcoted  to  the  slaughtering  and  the  disposing  thereon  of  all  parti  cf 
the  slaughtered  animals  as  aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  any  fat,  hides,  hoofs, 
or  entrails,  or  other  refuse  parts  of  slaughtered  animals  {except  fat  or 
tallow  attached  to  meat  exposed  for  sale,  or  collected  by  licensed  dealers), 
be  transported  in  said  streets  ;  nor  shall  any  buildings  be  erected,  er 
converted  into,  or  used  as  a  slaughter-house,  until  the  plans  thereof 
have  been  duly  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  approved  « 
writing  by  the  said  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN   SMITH,  M.  D., 
Chairman. 


APPENDIX. 

"A." 

Sanitary  Bureal%  June  9,  1S74. 
To  Dr.  Stephen  Smith, 

Chairman  of  Sanitary  Committee  : 

Sir — I  have  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of  recent  inspections  of  slaughter- 
houses of  this  city  with  reference  to  their  sanitary  condition  :      *      *      *      • 

(See  page  8  of  report.) 

On  a  subsequent  clay  we  visited  the  stock -yards  and  abattoir  of  Jersey  City,  in  order  to 
compare  the  abattoir  system  of  slaughtering  with  that   pursued    in   the   detached  slaughter- 
houses of  New  York.     This  establishment   is  located  over   a  small  bay,  formerly  knoiai  as 
Harsimus  cove,   being  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Pavonia   ferry-house  and  next  to  the 
premises  then  occupied  by  the  **  White  Star"  line  of  steamers.    Situated  on  an  immensepier, 
which  extends  from  the  inner  shore  of  the  cove  to  the  line  of  the  river  shore  proper,  being  * 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  it  has  the  advantage  of  the  regular  flow  and  ebb   of  the  tide  under- 
neath the  entire  establishment,  washing  away  every  particle  of  filth,  whether  liquid  or  solii 
which  may,  either  accidentally  or  otherwise,  escape  into  the  water.      The  dimensions  of  thi> 
establishment,  its  capacity  for  yarding  and  slaughtering,  together  with  the  statistics  of  what 
has  been  actually  accomplished  during  the  brief  period  of  its  occupancy,  are  sufficiently  treated  by 
Mr.  Pfeiffer,  and  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  brief  statement  of  its  sanitary  condition, 
compared  with  that  of  our  own  detached  establishments.     That  portion  of  the  establishment 
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which  is  devoted  to  yarding  comprises  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  entire  area,  and  is 
divided  by  fences,  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  free  ventilation,  into  smaller  yards  situated  on 
each  side  of  a  broad  carriageway,  and  all  kept  scrupulously  clean  by  men  whose  time  is  de- 
voted  exclusively  to  this  duty.  Here  is  yarded  not  only  the  stock  slaughtered  on  the  premises, 
but  a  considerable  portion  also  of  that  shipped  to  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  all  arriving  and 
passing  through  Jersey  City  on  an  elevated  railroad,  having  its  terminus  by  an  inclined  plane 
on  the  premises,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  driving  through  any  portion  of  the  city,  which 
is  one  of  the  highly  objectionable  features  connected  with  the  slaughtering  business,  as  con- 
ducted in  New  York.  At  the  terminus  of  this  railroad  is  the  ferry-landing,  fix>m  which  the 
freshly  slaughtered  animal  is  transported  to  the  New  York  or  Brooklyn  market,  and  the  live 
stock  to  some  dock  near  their  destination  in  either  city. 

That  portion  of  the  premises  devoted  to  the  business  of  slaughtering  is  admirably  arranged, 
both  in  regard  to  construction  and  management,  so  as  to  meet  every  sanitary  requirement. 
The  floors  being  constructed  of  asphalt,  are  non-absorbent,  and  can  be  readily  flushed  at  any 
moment.  The  several  compartments  are  separated  only  by  an  iron  railing,  thus  allowing  every 
facility  for  ventilation,  while  the  movable  sky -lights  and  side  windows  complete  the  arrange- 
ments for  cross  and  upward  currents.  .The  hides,  immediately  upon  being  removed  from  the 
slaughtered  animal,  are  salted  on  the  premises,  and  thus  placed  beyond  the  danger  of  putre- 
faction, while  there  are  complete  facilities  for  the  removal  of  every  species  of  offal  and  refuse, 
so  that  at  night,  when  the  work  of  the  day  is  completed,  not  a  vestige  of  animal  refuse  remains 
on  the  premises.  The  sanitary  care  of  the  premises  is  undertaken  by  the  Abattoir  Company, 
and  not  by  the  individual  butchers,  the  latter  being  restricted  to  certain  hours,  during  which 
the  work  of  the  day  must  be  completed,  that  the  duty  of  the  cleaners  may  not  be  interrupted. 
This  is  a  contrast  beyond  comparison  with  the  fifty-four  slaughter-houses  of  New  York,  where 
the  condition  of  each  depends  on  the  proprietor's  peculiar  ideas  of  order  and  neatness,  and 
where,  for  most  of  the  time,  commendable  cleanliness  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 
One  need  but  make  a  tour  of  inspection  among  these  fifty-four  slaughter-houses,  and  see 
them,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and  then  visit  a  well-constructed  abattoir 
conducted  on  the  plan  mentioned  above,  to  be  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  the  latter  system 
as  it  regards  neatness,  public  convenience,  public  health,  and  economy. 

The  hog-slaughtering  establishment  connected  with  this  abattoir  is  located  on  the  Hacken- 
sack  river,  some  three  or  four  miles  from  Jersey  City,  so  far  remote  from  human  dwellings  as 
not  to  be  a  source  of  offense  or  annoyance  to  any  one.  As  fast  as  the  animals  are  slaughtered, 
they  are  transferred  to  well-ventilated  cars,  where  they  remain  suspended  until  they  reach 
the  ferry-boat,  from  whence  they  are  transferred  to  New  York  or  Brooklyn,  thus  avoiding 
the  necessity  of  too  frequent  handling.  In  this  manner  pork  can  arrive  at  Washington  Market 
in  less  time,  and,  I  believe,  in  better  condition,  than  it  can  by  being  packed  on  heavily-laden 
trucks,  and  transported  from  Thirty -ninth  or  Forty- first  street  through  the  streets  of  New 
York.  The  same  management  and  discipline  are  extended  to  this  establishment  as  are  exer- 
cised at  the  Harsimus  abattoir.  It  is  here  that  the  fat  from  both  establishments  is  rendered 
and  the  offal  utilized ;  that  from  Harsimus  being  transferred  by  railroad  in  tightly-covered 
cars,  to  which  it  is  removed  immediately  upon  being  separated  from  the  animal.  The  fat  is 
rendered  by  aid  of  the  most  approved  apparatus,  while  the  ofial  and  blood  are  in  the  process 
of  being  converted  into  fertilizers  before  they  are  entirely  deprived  of  their  animal  heat.  So 
complete  is  the  entire  machinery  by  which  the  more  offensive  features  of  the  business  are  con- 
ducted,  that  the  odors  usually  developed  by  fat-rendering  and  the  utilizing  of  animal  refuse 
are  reduced  to  the  minimum,  and  are  scarcely  perceived  a  hundred  yards  firom  the  building  ; 
50 
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a  result  of  concentration  and  intelligent  management  which  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a 
small  establishments,  each  one  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  peculiar  views  of  ie 
proprietor. 

It  IS  my  opinion  that  the  capacity  of  the  Harsimus  abattoir  is  sufficient  to  sapply  the 
entire  New  York  market,  or  that  two  or  three  smaller  establishments,  properly  kxaled 
and  conducted  on  a  similar  plan,  would  relieve  our  citizens  of  the  many  nutsances  lAsd 
have  been  supposed  to  be  inseparably  connected  with  the  slaughtering  business. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  JANES,  M.  D., 

Assistant/  Sanitary  St^ermtendat. 


New  York,  June  ii,  1874. 
To  Dr.  Stephen  Smith, 

Chairman  Sanitary  ComndtUe  : 

Sir — I  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  have  inspected  and  surveyed  the  slaughter-houses  of  tbii 
city,  also  those  of  the  Central  Stock- Yard  and  Transit  Company,  at  Jersey  City,  and  in  the 
town  of  Kearney,  on  the  Hackensack  river. 

There  are  twenty -one  slaughter-houses  on  the  east  and  thirty-three  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  below  Forty -eighth  street. 

According  to  the  statistics  of  the  New  York  Live  Stock  Market,  and  the  accounts  of  die 
butchers,  the  number  of  stock  killed  by  the  butchers  during  the  last  ycjir,  in  this  dty,  is  »j 
follows : 

^atde 330.500 

Sheep i,cxx),ooo 

Hogs 1 ,200,000 

Calves 100,000 

Making  a  daily  average  of — 

Cattle 1,100 

Sheep 3,300 

Hogs 4,000 

Calves 334 

The  space  usually  allotted  to  a  butcher,  in  most  of  the  slaughter-houses  of  this  city,  for 
killing  and  hanging  cattle,  is  called  a  baulk,  and  occupies  a  floor-space  of  10  x  50  feel 
exclusive  of  yard -room  for  the  temporary  storing  of  the  live  cattle  ;  for  the  latter  purpose 
additional  space  of  15  or  20  square  feet  is  allowed  for  each  animal.  One  set  of  butchers  in 
the  smaller  establishments  usually  kill  and  prepare,  ready  for  market,  on  an  average,  25  l^eerts 
per  day  ;  to  kill  and  dress  one  bullock,  ready  for  market,  requires  20  to  30  minutes. 
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The  greater  number  of  the  slaughter-houses  above  referred  to  are  ill-contrived  and  dilapi- 
dated ;  the  same  space  could  be  utilized  to  afford  greater  facilities  for  the  slaughtering  and 
storing  of  stock. 

A  space  of  15  feet  in  width  affords  ample  room  for  two  baulks,  and,  making  each  baulk  60 
feet  deep,  would  give  slaughtering  and  hanging  room  for  40  cattle  per  day  ;  add  to  this  a 
space  of  15  X  40  feet,  to  be  used  for  a  pen,  in  which  the  cattle  are  placed  previous  to  being 
slaughtered,  would  give  room  for  40  to  50  cattle.  The  space  usually  allowed  for  this  purpose 
I  have  found  to  be  from  11  to  15  square  feet  for  each  animal.  It  appears,  then,  that  in  a 
^>ace  of  15  X  100  feet  ample  room  is  afforded  for  slaughtering,  hanging,  and  yarding  40 
cattle. 

A  block  of  ground  200  x  400  feet  would  afford  facilities  for  slaughtering,  hanging,  and  the 
necessary  pen  or  yard  space  of  4,000  cattle  per  day,  or  nearly  three  times  the  capacity  that 
is  required  by  the  butchers  of  this  city  during  any  day  for  the  past  year. 

At  the  slaughter-house  of  the  Central  Stock- Yard  and  Transit  Company,  at  Jersey  City, 
I  found  that  a  space  of  15  x  80  feet  was  required  for  yarding,  slaughtering,  and  hanging  50 
cattle  per  day. 

The  same  company,  in  a  space  of  300  x  400  feet,  afford  accommodation  for  the  reception, 
feeding,  and  watering  of  20,000  and  the  slaughtering  and  hanging  of  5,000  sheep,  so  that  it 
is  safe  to  assume  that,  in  a  space  of  200  x  300  feet,  5,000  sheep  can  be  daily  yarded, 
slaughtered,  and  hung  up,  which  is  more  than  is  required  by  all  of  our  butchers  in  this  line  of 
business. 

During  the  past  year  the  daily  average  of  sheep-slaughtering  in  this  dty  has  been  3,300, 
so  that,  in  the  same  space,  sufficient  room  would  be  left  to  do  all  slaughtering  of  calves 
required. 

This,  the  sheep  and  calf  slaughtering  is  mostly  done  in  the  second  stories. 

For  hog-slaughtering  a  space  of  1,312  square  feet  is  required  for  a  tub  and  bench  for  one 
set  of  slaughterers,  and  2^  square  feet  of  hanging-room  for  one  hog  ;  if  the  baulks  for  hogs 
are  made  in  double  tiers,  one  above  the  other,  then  two  hogs  can  be  placed  in  a  floor-space  of 
2^  square  feet.  One  set  of  h3g-slaughtereri  usually  kill  and  dress  200  hogs  per  hour  ;  and , 
five  hours  being  their  working  time,  one  set  of  men  deliver  1,000  hogs  per  day,  or  one-fourth 
of  the  number  of  the  entire  daily  supply  furnished  by  all  the  butchers. 

Assuming,  then,  a  ground  space  of  200  x  350  feet  for  a  hog  slaughtering-house  2  stories 
in  height,  the  upper  floor  to  be  used  for  yarding  and  killing,  the  lower  for  dressing,  weighing, 
and  hanging  ;  the  upper  floor  containing  70,000  square  feet,  and  each  hog  requiring  less  than 
7  square  feet,  there  would  be  room  for  more  than  10,000  hogs. 

Assuming  the  lower  floor  to  have  a  central  space  of  60  x  350  feet,  room  would  be  afforded 
in  this  for  16  tubs  and  benches  and  16  sets  of  slaughtered.  On  each  side  of  this  central 
space  would  be  70  x  350  feet  of  hanging  room,  capable  of  having  400  baulks  ;  each  baulk 
being  70  feet  deep  would  afford  hanging  room  for  42  hogs,  and  the  400  baulks  would  hold 
16,800  hogs,  or  more  than  four  times  as  much  as  required  by  all  the  hog-slaughterers  of  New 
York. 

The  above  demonstrates  that  all  the  slaughtering  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  calves  required  by 
the  slaughterers  of  New  York  can  be  done  in  a  building  300  x  400  feet  and  the  hog-slaughtering 
in  a  building  of  200x300  feet.  These  buildings  could  have  basements  where  there  would  be 
ample  room  for  the  salting  of  the  hides  and  collecting  all  ofial.  A  buildmg  of  100  x  100  feet,  3 
stories  in  height,  and  a  basement  fitted  up  with  the  most  approved  apparatus,  would  be  suf- 
ficiently large  to  admit  of  the  fat  melting  and  rendering  being  done  for  all  of  the  slaughterers' 
ofial. 
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In  addition  to  the  meat  supplied  by  the  New  York  butchers,  the  Central  StockVsrd 
Co.  slaughtered  at  their  abattoir  at  Jersey  City  for  the  New  York  market,  during  tV*  pt; 
year,  200,000  cattle,  300,000  sheep,  and  600,000  hogs,  and  from  personal  obsenraiiijo  ui 
survey  I  have  found  that  this  abattoir  is  worked  to  less  than  one-half  of  its  capacity,  and  (xori 
do  all  the  slaughtering  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Jcisit  C:^ 
markets. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  PFEIFFER, 

Consuming  Sanitary  ArckUeci^ 

Health  Departmeni. 


REPORT  ON  SMOKY  CHIMNEYS. 


>  New  York,  October  25,  1875. 

"^'W.  De  F.  Day,  M.  D., 

Sanitary  Superintendent : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

A  smoky  chimney  in  a  crowded  neighborhood  is  a  great  nuisance, 
and  is  commonly  recognized  as  such  by  its  owner  as  well  as  by  his 
neighbors.  How  to  remedy  such  a  nuisance,  short  of  abolishing  the 
chimney  altogether,  is  a  problem  whose  solution  is  far  from  easy. 

The  disagreeable  emanations  from  the  chimneys  of  factories  may 
be  classed  under  two  heads:  ist,  those  which  come  from  the  article 
manufactured,  or  which  are  evolved  during  and  in  consequence  of 
the  process  of  manufacture,  and  2d,  those  which  come  from  the  fur- 
nace of  the  building,  and  are  the  direct  result  of  the  combustion 
taking  place  therein.  Emanations  of  the  first  class  are,  for  the  most 
part,  acid,  alkaline,  or  metallic,  and  are  usually  described  as  fumes, 
while  those  of  the  second  class  consist  largely  of  carbon,  and  are 
called  smoke.  The  former,  by  proper  apparatus,  can  usually,  with 
care,  be  collected  and  precipitated  in  some  way,  and  prevented  from 
escaping  into  the  surrounding  atmosphere  in  any  great  quantity. 
Similar  attempts  to  prevent  the  escape  of  smoke  interfere  with  the 
draught  of  the  furnace,  and  have  only  accomplished  their  object  per- 
fectly when  they  have  put  out  the  fire.  It  is  with  the  smoke  alone 
that  this  report  has  to  deal. 

It  is  probably  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  science  to  con- 
struct a  furnace  so  that  every  particle  of  fuel  introduced  therein  shall 
be  entirely  consumed.  The  process  of  combustion  requires  a  con- 
stant supply  of  fresh  air,  and  the  removal  of  the  previous  supply  by 
draught  necessarily  carries  with  it  such  unconsumed  particles  of  carbon 
as  are  light  enough  to  float  in  the  air.  How  can  this  unconsumed 
portion  be  prevented  from  leaving  the  chimney  ? 


790 

The  smoke-consuming  appliances  heretofore  constructed  have 
either  aimed  to  burn  the  smoke  by  causing  it  to  pass  over  a  healed 
surface  after  leaving  the  furnace  chamber,  or  to  induce  a  more  rapid 
and  complete  combustion  by  the  introduction  of  fresh  air  at  the 
further  end  of  the  chamber,  or  to  combine  both  methods.  In  other 
words,  their  object  has  been  the  retention  of  the  column  of  smoke  for 
a  longer  time  in  contact  with  a  surface  kept  at  a  high  temperature, 
and  the  furnishing  a  supply  of  oxygen  in  excess  of  that  which  would 
be  supplied  by  the  ordinary  draught  of  the  furnace.  Smoke-con- 
sumers are  theoretically  good  things,  and  probably,  if  properly 
managed,  always  mitigate  the  nuisance  somewhat,  but  they  do  not 
entirely  abate  it.     And  why  not  ? 

I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  degree  of  the  nuisance  depends 
largely  upon  the  character  of  the  fuel  used.  The  more  solid,  heavy, 
and  coherent  the  fuel,  the  less  probability  of  the  escape  of  unconsumed 
particles.  Anthracite  coal  causes  very  little  smoke.  It  is  consumed 
at  a  red  heat,  which  does  not  separate  much  of  it  in  the  form  of  fine 
particles.  Wood  causes  much  more  smoke,  especially  if  it  be  green, 
when  the  water  it  contains  absorbs  so  much  heat  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  carbon  is  not  heated  to  the  point  of  ignition  or  com- 
plete combustion,  and  passes  off  as  smoke.  Very  light  and  loose  mat- 
ter, like  shavings  and  paper,  or  dry  leaves,  creates  a  great  deal  of 
smoke  on  account  of  its  lightness.  A  considerable  quantity  of  it  is 
whirled  away  by  a  powerful  draught  before  it  is  half  consumed,  and 
it  passes  out  of  the  chimney,  not  only  in  the  form  of  smoke,  but  in 
flakes  or  cinders.  Some  of  this  may  be  disposed  of  by  a  good  smoke- 
consumer;  some  may  be  precipitated  by  a  jet  of  steam  or  water 
thrown  into  the  chimney,  though  this  latter  method  would  clog  the 
flue  with  soot  so  rapidly  as  to  greatly  interfere  with  the  business  of 
the  factory.  But  in  spite  of  all  the  methods  which  may  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  smoke  where  such  fuel  is  used,  there  will  still 
be  enough  to  create  a  nuisance  and  constitute  a  permanent  and  valid 
cause  of  complaint  to  those  who  live  or  work  in  the  vicinity. 

The  complaints  against  smoky  chimneys  are  usually  made  in  the 
case  of  box  factories  or  sawing  and  planing  mills.  In  these  places 
vast  quantities  of  sawdust  and  shavings  accumulate,  and  are  used  as 
fuel  in  the  furnace  of  the  factory,  partly  as  a  matter  of  economy  and 
partly  to  get  rid  of  a  mass  of  material  which  would  otherwise  con- 
stantly endanger  the  safety  of  the  building.     This  fuel  possesses  two 
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good  qualities — it  is  easy  of  ignition  and  burns  so  rapidly  as  to  evolve 
all  its  heat  in  a  very  short  time.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  the  very 
kind  of  fuel  which  has  been  spoken  of  above  as  causing  the  greatest 
trouble  in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  bulky,  light,  porous,  and  the 
extreme  rapidity  of  its  combustion  necessitates  its  frequent  renewal. 
In  fact,  for  a  large  furnace  the  stoker  is  obliged  to  be  shoveling  in 
fuel  almost  continually.  At  every  fresh  addition  a  large  quantity 
passes  away  as  smoke  ;  and  hence,  from  every  chimney  where  such 
fuel  is  used,  heavy  black  clouds  of  smoke  roll  out  at  short  intervals, 
which,  whenever  the  barometric  pressure  is  light,  fall  down  into  the 
street  and  fill  the  houses  in  the  neighborhood.  The  people  who  live 
near  by  are  compelled  to  close  their  doors  and  windows,  and  those 
who  are  passing  in  the  street  choke  and  cough  and  rub  their  eyes, 
so  that  one  would  almost  think  the  whole  population  of  the  district 
invalid. 

The  owners  of  these  factories,  as  a  rule,  are  disposed  to  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  abate  the  nuisance.  When  spoken  to  upon 
the  subject  they  say :  **  I  know  it  is  a  nuisance,  but  I  cannot  help  it. 
I  am  willing  to  do  anything  or  incur  any  expense  that  promises  to 
remedy  it.  But  smoke-consumers  are  of  no  use  ;  I  have  tried  them 
all.  I  have  spent  many  hundred  dollars  upon  them  and  the  nuisance 
is  as  bad  as  ever.  What  can  I  do  ?  "  And  when  they  say  this  they 
speak  the  truth,  though  perhaps  with  some  exaggeration. 

Smoke-consumers  have  been  extensively  introduced,  in  com- 
pliance with  orders  from  the  Board  of  Health,  but  they  seem  to  accom^ 
plish  little  beyond  a  mitigation  of  the  nuisance,  and  this  is  often  only 
temporary.  Every  kind  of  smoke-consumer  requires  constant 
attention.  The  openings  through  which  air  is  admitted,  or  the  heated 
surfaces  over  which  the  smoke  is  made  to  pass,  very  soon  become 
clogged  or  covered  with  soot  and  ashes  and  practically  useless,  and 
engineers  are  very  negligent  in  cleaning  them,  yet  the  stokers  and 
I  have  met  with  many  instances  in  which  a  smoke  nuisance  had  been 
so  far  abated  by  the  introduction  of  a  proper  apparatus,  that  for 
several  months  thereafter  no  complaints  were  made  against  it. 
Sooner  or  later,  however,  the  nuisance  becomes  as  bad  as  ever,  and 
on  investigation  it  is  found  that  the  apparatus  has  become  so  clogged 
as  to  even  interfere  with  the  furnace  draught  and  be  worse  than 
nothing.  A  thorough  cleaning  then  mitigates  the  nuisance  for 
another  period  of  several  months.     A  smoke-consuming  apparatus 
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needs  as  much  care  as  the  bed  of  the  furnace,  but  rarely  gets  it.  This 
negligence  of  engineers  accounts  in  some  degree  for  the  disesteem  in 
which  smoke-consumers  are  held  by  most  manufacturers. 

Notwithstanding  the  mitigation  of  the  nuisance  which  can  un- 
doubtedly be  brought  about  by  a  good  smoke-consuming  apparatus, 
properly  understood  and  managed,  there  are  but  two  ways  of  radically 
abolishing  this  great  and  growing  nuisance.  One  is  to  treat  factories 
of  this  class  as  the  slaughter-houses  have  been  treated,  and  compel 
them  to  leave  the  city  or  move  to  the  river  front  where  they  would  be 
less  of  a  nuisance.  The  other  is  to  compel  a  change  of  fuel.  In  my 
opinion  these  are  the  only  methods  of  putting  an  end  to  the  ceaseless 
complaints  of  citizens  in  this  regard.  If  coal  were  used  for  fuel  the 
material  now  burned  could  be  removed  and  used  for  other  economic 
purposes,  e.  g,,  paper-making  or  kindling  wood  manufacture. 

The  radical  measures  here  proposed  would  involve  questions  of 
such  magnitude  that  I  have  not  been  willing  to  take  the  responsibilit)' 
of  recommending  such  sweeping  changes.  I  have  preferred  to  say 
what  I  had  to  say  in  this  form,  and  transmit  it  to  you  for  your 
consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROGER  S.   TRACY,   M.  D., 

Sauitary  Inspector, 


INDEX 


TO 


ANNUAL  REPORTS   FOR   1874  AND   1875. 


Abattoir,  alleged  a  monopoly  designed  to  benefit  the 
f«^»  773  ;  bminess  of  slaughtering  in  this  city  is  so 
great  in  amount  that  it  cannot  be  conducted  va,  77a. 

Abattoirs  or  slaughter-houses,  co-operative,  sanitary 
advantages  ol,  775  ;  properly  conducted  tend  to  the 
purity  and  preservation  of  meat,  777. 

Accidents,  579. 

Acid,  carbolic,  248  ;  cresylic.  349  ;  salicylic,  349  ;  sali- 
cylic, and  pure  membrane,  inoculation  of  muscular 
ti«ue  with  mixture  of,  691,  603  ;  salicylic,  and  putre- 
fying tongue  scrapings,  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue 
with  mixtures  of,  698  ;  salicylic,  and  tongue  scrapings, 
inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of,  697  ; 
salicylic,  and  vaccine  virus,  inoculations  of,  709 ; 
salicvlic,  experiments  to  test  the  power  of,  to  prevent 
the  development  of  bacteria  in  putrefiable  fluids,  7x0 ; 
salicylic,  hypodermic  injection  of,  dissolved  in  aque- 
ous solut'on  of  sodic  phosphate,  707  ;  salicylic,  inocu- 
lations of,  707  :  solid  salicylic,  inoculation  of  muscular 
tissue  with,  707. 

Ackerman,  W.  P.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinat- 
ing Corps,  80 ;  Temporary  Vaccinator,  70. 

Adams,  J.  L.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating 
Corps,  80 ;  Temporary  Vaccinator,  79. 

Adulteration  of  milk,  64. 

Advantages  of  location  of  slaughter-houses,  781. 

Air,  650. 

Alcohol,  boiling  absolute,  inoculation  of  solid  residue 
from  putrid  liver-infusion,  after  evaporation  by  boil- 
ing and  treatment  with,  705. 

Alcoholic  solution,  hypodermic  injection  of,  fyoja  res- 
idue of  evaporated  putrid  liver-infusion,  706. 

Alcoholism  and  intemperance,  567. 

Alvord,  G.,  appointed  Inspector  of  Fruit,  80. 

Amendments  to  the  Record,  71. 

Animals,  dead,  and  oflal,  removal  of,  xo ;  other,  and 
dos^,  hydrophobia  in,  and  the  sanitary  precautions 
against  its  transmission  to  the  human  race^  7x6 ; 
slaughtering,  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  the 
concentration  and  regulation  of  the  business  of,  764. 

Annual  rate  of  increase  of  the  population,  358. 

Apoplexy,  579. 

Appendix,  784. 

Appointments,  i ;  resignations  and  promotions,  77. 

Aqueous  infusion,  filtered,  of  diphtheritic  membrane, 
moculation  of  muscular  tissue  with,  675 ;  of  diph- 
theritic membrane,  inoculation  of  cornea  with,  674  ; 
of  diphtheritic  membrane,  inoculation  of  muscular 
tissue  with  boiled,  675  ;  of  membrane,  inoculation  of 
cornea  with,  673  ;  of  pure  membrane,  hypodermic 
injection  of.  688 ;  of  pure  membrane,  hy]xxlennic 
injection  of.  after  filtration  through  a  porous  clay 
cylinder.  68x.  683.  685  ;  of  pure  membrane,  hypo- 
dermic injection  of,  sifter  filtration  through  paper 
(double  filter).  689  ;  of  pure  membrane,  inoculation 
of  mu.%ular  tissue  and  cornea  with.  675 :  of  pure 
membrane,  ten  days  old  and  putrid,  hypodermic 
injection  of,  686 ;  of  pure  membrane,  tmfiltered, 
hypodermic  injection  of.  681.  684,  685. 

Architect,  Consulting  Sanitary,  report  of,  786. 

Areas  and  yards.  338. 

Articles  infected,  8i. 

Ashes,  X3 ;  and  garbage,  ao8 ;  street  sweepings  and 
garbage,  disposal  of.  xa. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  reports  of.  184.  33x.  394 

326.  339,  231.  333,  333,  649. 
Assistant  Sanitary  Superintendent,  report  of.  784. 
Attorney  and  Counsel,  bureau  of.  70 ;  report  of.  637. 
Atwater.  C.  H.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Iib>pector,  77,  79  ; 

report  of,  331. 
Avenue,  Fourth,  improvement,  58. 

Bachelors  and  spinsters,   1874,  604  ;  1875,  604 ;  and 

widows,  1874,  "05  I  1875,605. 
Bacteria  in  putrefiable  fluids,  experiments  to  test  the 

power  of  salicylic  acid,  to  prevent  the  development 

of,  710. 
Bad  results  following  vaccination,  135. 
Basements  and  cellars,  3x9,  337, 331. 
Basins,  receiving,  6x. 
Baths,  public.  309. 
Bazin,John  H.,  appointed  clerk,  79. 
Berkwick.  Joseph  L.,  messenger,  77. 
Birmingham,   £.  S.,  appointed   Assistant  Sanitary  In- 
spector to  Vaccinating  Corps,  78. 
Birth-rate,  363. 

Births,  73,  583  ;  still-,  365, 613. 
Blood  and  oflTal,  utilizing,  46. 
Board,  orders  of  the,  3 ;  organization  of  the.  x. 
Boetzkes,  E.,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  79. 
Bones  and  old  rags,  338. 
Bosworth,    Frank,   appointed    Assistant  Sanitary  In- 

spector  to   Vaccinating  Corps,  78 ;   temporarily    to 

Vaccinating  Corps,  80. 
Bowers,  Mrs.  J.,  appointed  Matron  at  Reception  Hoc* 

pital.  79. 
Brennan,    Louis  T.,  appobted  clerk  to  Vaccinating 

Corps,  78. 
Breweries,  3x4. 
Bright's  disease,  574. 
Brook.  MUl.  63. 
Brownlee.  J.  J.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vacciikating 

Corps,  80. 
Bryant.  Jos.  D.,  report  of,  305  ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  76. 
Bmldings,  dangerous,  8,  X59 ;  new,  changes,  330 ;  other, 

and  their  uses,  houses  of  prostitution,  307 ;  pubUc,  3x9. 
Bulkheads  and  piers,  187. 
Bureau  of  Attorney  and  Counsel,  70. 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics.  70 :  report  of  the  D^ty 

Register  for  X874-75,  583  ;  report  of  the  Reguter. 

357. 
Bureau,  Sanitary,  66. 
Burial  of  the  dead,  permits  issued  during  the  year 

1875  for.  and  for  the  interment  of  still-born  infants, 

63X  :  permits,  635. 
BusJi.  £.  F..  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  70. 
Butchers'  ofhd  and  refuse,  nuisance    created  by  the 

carriage  ci,  will  forever  be  abated,  779. 

Calf's  liver,  inoculations  of  putrid  infusion  of,  705. 
Campbell,  Robert  C,  appointed  Assistant    Sanitary 

In^>ector  to  Vaccinating  Corps,  78. 
Cancer.  573. 

Capillary  tubes,  directions  for  the  use  of  virus  in,  149. 
Carbolic  acid,  348. 
Care  of  patients,  8x. 
Cars,  street.  57,  179. 


Cattle  and,  mtatt>  fadititiis  would  be  aflbrded  for  ti^e 
Chumu^h  ifkiipccticm  of^  77  S  i  and  s^rep,  driving  of, 
43  ^  dnving  in.  the  *trci;U,  the  nui^omce  created  by» 
Htid  the  cACTUge  of  huichers'  ofljil  atid  refi4«  wUl  for- 
ever be  abated,  775. 

Cauj««  oC  deatbp  noto  en  the  chief,  55*  ;  tjroaoti^  iliare 
of,  in  the  iot*l  toartality  im  Ne«r  York*  565* 

Cellai^^  aoi,  **  ;  and  ba*eroeni»,  3ig«  727^311:  wid 

y«fdi»  diainfecUon  oS^  9 ;  vac^iioo  ri,  15S  ^  yvda  and 

privia^  diainfecticai  of,  3j^, 
C^in>i<  la  June»  i^^,  ^j  ;  m  tB^i^  cb«  eliitd  pofu- 

Ibtlon  us  K>und  by  the^  aqa. 
Chandler^  CHeu-1»  F.   Pb^  D..  Comnusoooer  of  Holtb 

swd  President  itf  liic  Ek^ard,  t^ 
Chaoff cft,  new  bujldin|{]ip  ay^ 
ChieriiddttuonAl  caL£pe»  of  the  so<called  "  ffu  nuifanee,*' 

Ctuld -birth,  579. 

Child  popubkoiK  af  fotind  by  the  ctssm  in  tBfs*  359- 

Cbddnn  monaltty*  55,  s*i  ioTj  top,  tte^  160,  »i^  370, 

*7^,  371.  »74-^S*  3Q*-Wap   M^4^1*  43**  49*»'  494. 

495 p  49°  *  49^'  500.  JWi  504*  Sfl^p  y»^  5»^  5^*  5S3* 

556,  576.  578, 
Chintncy^fe,  imoky„  report  on*  789. 
Cbolera^  3,06. 
Cigairb.  report  qn  the    manufacture  of,  in   tjencniei3.C' 

noUiCi>649. 
Gttcul&rt  and  pUcards,  disCiibtitioiL  of ,  ■»  a,  mesiw  of 

ACnaaing  va^dnallon*  147. 
Ct^  ekpamneots,  75 ;  popidaiian^  ckMficatioa  and 

(uMribulba  of,  a«  exhibited  by  the  ceiuu£  ui  Jtuk^ 


JI75,  af  J, 
City  SAAitaiy  1 


,7«. 


Cbwi^c»tion  and dbtritiution  of  the  city  pfjpuZsUua  as 
enhihited  by  the  cestui,  in  June,  i&^j*  s^j^ 

doners,,  gut^  ^ij^ 

Cle;<Min^,  j£Ut,  bt-tnelling.  hide-ciitifif,  and  other 
olTtfn&ive  kinds  of  huainea,  nuiiancc  of*  srowtDg  out 
of  ilau^hteriag,  abated  by  ccnacoitratix^n^,  ^So ;  sCreeti. 
11,  tS]. 

Cieajiimcai,,  651;  genera!  pavement  of  ttre^rti^  ajo; 
the  entire  Cenitory  QC^^upied  by  jiiauj^bterine  otniild  be 
preserved  in  a  much  greats  itaie  of,  than  inAt  of  any 
one  of  the  stng'le  establkhmenEi  now  in  use,  77^, 

Ckrks  of  the  boards  77. 

Clothing,  etc.,  Lnfected,  49. 

Coal  yardi,  137. 

Code,  thcSanitAry,  3,  160. 

Cobn^s  lolutlon,  dccocn^Hwedj  hypcxjermjc  ifijoction  of„ 
7Df ,  703 ;  hypodermic  injection  of,  after  filtnitioa 
through  many  thicknesses  of  fiAper,  701 1  hypodermic 
mjeccion  of,  after  filtration  through  poroia  cuy.  70a  ; 
hypodermic  inJectiGn  of,  after  tharou^h  aetaiion.^  704  ; 
hypodermic  injection  of  lower  ftratuAi  of,  701  ;  in- 
oculations of,  700 :  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  wiib 
iediment  from  botile  oT,  700. 

Coinf&rt,i.  F,,  i^siislant  Sanitary  [ntpector.  77, 

Comfort,  John  E.,  repori  olj  1^4, 

CommcTcial  disinfectants,  a  15. 

Committee,  Sanitary,  report  of.  on  the  concentrAtion 
and  regulation  of  me  buiiinessof  slaughteniif  aniasali, 
764. 

Complaint^  and  report*,  19C.  igrj,  303,  905,^10,  ais^  aifi, 
jij,  218+3:10^533,  '^"^f  "9'  ^33- 

Con  cent  rut  ion  anil  regulation  of  the  business  of  ilau^b- 
tering  aniirials,  report  of  the  Sanitary  Cnmjnittee  on^ 
764  ;  and  removal,  time  allowed  for*  must  be  ^tidkient 
to  enable  tbe  proprietora  to  make  tht:;  necessary 
changes  without  p-eat  pecuniary  los,  7^4  :  of  slaugh- 
lertn^  as  proposed  will  abate  the  nuisat^cc  of  m- 
meltin^,  Kide^curing,^  gut^c  leaning,  and  other  often- 
hve  kinds  of  business  growing  out  of  slaug^hleri^g, 
7B0;  nr  retQoval  of  slaughier'aotisea.  objectiotis  to, 
considered,  766. 

Cone,  T.  E.,  appointed  Ejtaminer  of  Death  Certificates, 

Conjunctiva  and  cornea,  inorutation  of.  with  reddened 
mucous  membrane  of  trachea.  671. 

Con  over.  J-  C  ,  appointed  temporarily  Assistant  Sam^ry 
Inspector  to  Vaccinating  Corps^  j9  ;  temporariiy  to 
Vaccinating  Corps,  3o  j  Temporary  Vaccioaion  79. 

Const  itutiunal  dise:a>e$,  568. 

Contagious  and  other  diseases^  ^95.,  a  16. 

Contagious  diaeasi^,  47,   19a,  rgg.  loa,  30 j,  ^o^,  >o8. 


«io,  a  I  a',  xf  7»  «■[$« 

^33'    ^34'    S5^  I  d&t 

houses  infcci^  iHlJl,    2J4  t 

for  1874-1^^5,  Ai. 
Cooney,.  Witkain,  appDinied  to  fhiiirnff  naf  rKp.  h 
Co-operative  aijutsnter-konB^    or    aliinMn.  «aiM| 

advaniAges  oi.  T75* 
Corner  and  muacul^  iisKue^  inocidation  flC  ir^tifm^ 

infusioti    of    mcmbrxne,     67^; 

aqueaux  inftsiDSi  of  ptir«  mjkad 

of,  with  pure  m^nbimiie.  675. 
Cofnea.  inoculaitioii  odT,  wid  C39iij«iciiva*  «Ah  f 

mucous  meimbraae  €if  traciiea^  673  ;  wiak  aau&am^ 

fiision  r3f  fiiphcheriHc   fineinb^fie:.  6T4  ;   wiuafMIP 

ifiMiDn  of  membrane,  673  ;  wiKb  hmmtf  iBBclfi; 

with  pure  membrmne,  £7^*  ^4. 
CorfB^  DisinfecCras.  69,  77.  Bi  ;  VacdbmiiBS.  ys. 
Counsel  and  Attomcy.  btir^ui  oi,  70  ;  repan  oC  hf* 
Cran,  T.  M.,  appciinijed  iliamnnT  SaatUfV  Iji^km  t> 

Va£C^toa£ine  Corps,  78. 
CresyJic  ackC  3491. 
Croton  wster,  &5  ;  repDrt  on «  641. 
Crusts^  vaccme,  directions  for  the  vsc  of,  t4igi. 
Curing,    bide,   fat- melting,    gut-clei^iui^   and  «lhv 

oCeiuive  kinds  of  Ibusiiiiesi,  aUtsaMgce  at,  % 


of  ^buchlering,  a^babsd  by^  oonceooattoa.  fie* 
Curtis,   Edwajrd,  appoinse^    to   imeajg       '^  ' 

7ft  ^  report  of  mvestasatioaii  imo  d»e 

diphtbenat  condtiieicd  l>y«  657  < 
Cuihman,  Joi«pKt  Apponiced  Anttant 

DaUo'inple,  A.  P. 


..  appooiled  Anstant  Sacitarf- bqp^ 
iaa  CorpOh  7S  :  TetnponLrily  DtiTMGVk- 
1  Xemporxry  Vacc:ui»*t>r.  f^ 
Daly,  Guy  l>.,  appouitect  Aa^toiit  Rcs*4<i»t  f^r^eaa 

at  Rivetstde  l1o«^tml»lk>  ;  Sanitary  li»p«fiBf m  Vac^ 

cinadng  Corps,  7«. 
Dan  fields  Robm^Jr..  Pffanfrfittiiig  Corp^T?. 
Dangerous  buitdtnjfA,  B„  tsgv 
Day,  ifae  deatle  in  thm  jvmr  ha  caeh*  sje 
t>ay.  Waker  De  K.  report  or,  76 ;  SftBitacy  S^am- 

tcndeni^  and  City  ^nlt^ry  Iiispecter,  76* 
Dead  animals  an/  i^^fiai,  r^joov^  <3l,  tOl 
Dca^l,  burial  of,  pi^rmib  iasned  during:  1^  jvaf  tir%^ 

for  interment  of  stjll-bom  intaiits«  6at. 
D^lh,  notes  on  the  clitef  eaiase*  of.  55a. 
Deaths,  72  ;  each  d»y  in  ihe  y«Ar.  a7t :  iir  ftyr^lrt 

636 ;  from  phtbi&tv  oocnpatJos  ffll  m/omi,  SP»  *  ^ 

peffxoiu  between  15  and  6&  yeaus  ol  11^  a  ffes  eitf  s 
^^^'^J'.^St:  violent,  575, 

Delafield,  Fran£is»  report  on  praeitiai^isia.  711* 
Dekne^,  Fames  J.,  appainini  PhiciciaB  •!  RiWBde 

Dc  Luna,  A.  fl.,  appoint«d  Asumae  Imapmetm  to  ttt- 

cinating  CL>rtH,  78. 
De  M annul}.  P.,  As$l>tmni  SaniLary  Inapocsor*  77. 


Departments.  The  City,  ^5. 

Deputy  Registsr  of  Vital  Staitstio^  repOfi  «f,  fisr  ttf^ 

75-  S8*^      ,, 
Desaau.  S.    K.,  appointed  teiupof%nl]f  la  VjIcbmMI 

Corps.  So, 
Developmental  dist^ises^  ^75. 
I>cviit,  JohnX,  Disinfecting  Corps,  77. 
Dtarrhceal  and  other  aynwiic  d^seAaes^  $^5^ 

Difficulties  encountered  m  collectiii^  vino^  t4pfc.. 


Diminution  of  the  Urge  surface  Jtrea  n&w  oeaifmiij 
the  busincsis  of  sUugtiDerm^  to  the  leaA  fwcaalfe 
Fpace,  779. 

Diphtheria,  511,  87,  a|a,  306^3^5,  560 ;  nnkeal  npcffl 
on,  650 :  measles*  saarluina,  and  snult^oa.  MuaiBtrr 
reflations  against,  3f  1  obaenmtians  en,  fiitaj  1 


of,  564  T  pathpjgeny  ol,  report  of  in 

conducted  by   Edtt^ird  Cunjs  and 

thwaile,  657  ;  record  of  < 

fever,  etc  .  209. 
Diphtheritic  matter,  tnocutnti 
Diphtheritic    membrane,    tn. 

aqueous    infu«uon    of,   S74 

ti^ue  with  boiled  aqueous  .. 

don  of  muscular  tieue  with  Mtered  a^nemm  tnl^aia 

of,  675. 
Directimis  for  the  toe    of  quill  sJipc   149^    wmcemt 

crusts,  149 ;  «ini8  In  capillary  tubci*  t,^ 
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Directions,  general,  to  be  followed  after  vaccination, 

1x4. 
Diseases,    constitutional,    568 ;    developmental,    575 ; 

local,  573  ;  of  horses,  52  ;  of  die  nervous  system,  573  ; 

of  the  urinary  system,  574  ;  zymouc.  48,  83,  x88,  190, 

191,  Z95,  199,  303,  309,  3IO,  3X3,  317,  331,  333,  336, 
839,      333,      333,     334,      374-395,     306-337.     338-351. 

40^-4x1,  556;  zymotic,  and  diarrhoeal,  565;  of 
child-birth,  579. 

Diseases,  contagious,  47,  X93,  199,  303,  303,  305,  308, 
axo,  ai3.  317,  3x8,  330,  331,  333,  336,  238,  33p,  333, 
333t  334,  566 :  and  other,  195,  316 ;  dismiecuon  of. 
49  ;  report  of,  for  Z874.  x8;r5,  83. 

Disinfectants  and  disimection,  notes  on.  343 ;  com- 
mercial, 355. 

Disinfecting  Corps,  69.  77,  81. 

Disinfection  and  disimiectants,  notes  on,  343. 

Dtsuifection  of  contagious  diseases,  49  ;  houses  infected 
with  contagious  diseases,  334  ;  privies.  9 ;  privies, 
yards  and  cellars.  339 ,  street  gutters  13  ;  street 
sweepmgs  and  disinfection  of  the  Harlem  Flats, 
during  the  summer  of  i87q.  343  ;  streets  and  street 
^ttcrs.  337  ;  yards  and  cellars,  9. 

Disinfection,  special,  of  premises,  vacant  lots,  stagnant 
water,  etc.,  343. 

Disposal  of  street  sweepings,  ashes  and  garbage,  X3. 

Distribution  and  classification  of  the  city  population  as 
exhibited  by  the  census  in  June,  1875,  363  ;  and  sales 
of  vaccine  virus,  149. 

Distribution  of  circulars  and  placards  as  a  means  of  in- 
creasing  vaccination,  147  ;  vaccination  notices,  341. 

District,  the  new,  182. 

Dock,  oflfal,  313. 

Dogs  and  other  animals,  hydrophobia  in,  and  the  sani- 
tary precautions  against  its  transmission  to  the  human 
race,  7x6. 

Draixiageand  seweraee,  327;  house,  etc.,  32x ;  house, 
and  plumbing,  153  ;  nouse,  sewer  connections,  plumb- 
ing, etc.,  8 ;  roof  leakage,  ventilation,  etc..  X9S ;  tidal 
lands,  sunken  lots.  63. 

Drains  and  waste,  304. 

Driving  cattle  in  the  streets,  nuisance  created  by,  and 
the  carriage  of  butchers'  oflFal  and  refuse  will  forever 
be  abated,  779  ;  of  cattle  and  sheep.  43. 

Drowning  persons,  rescue  of,  53. 

Drum.  Matthew,  appointed  on  Disinfecting  Corps.  78. 

Dry  lime  process,  1^7. 

Dudley,  J.  G.,  appointed  clerk,  79. 

Dump,  manure,  2x4. 

Dwellings.  33  x  ;  cellars,  7 ;  private,  331. 

Ellis.  S.  B.,  clerk,  appointed  to  Vaccinating  Corps.  78. 

Emerson,  N.  B.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77  ;  report 
of,  339  :  report  on  the  manufacture  of  cigars  in  tene- 
ment-nouses, 649. 

Endemann,  Herman.  Chief  Disinfecting  Corps.  77 ; 
report  of,  334. 

Engelman,  Bernard,  appointed  Assistant  Resident  Physi- 
cian at  Riverside  Hospital,  80. 

Enteric  fever,  579. 

Establishments,  manufacturing,  offensive  odors  from, 
X67. 

Ewing,  W.  A.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77  ;  report 
of.  ax7. 

Expenditures,  74. 

Experiments  to  test  the  power  of  salicylic  acid  to  pre- 
vent the  development  of  bacteria  in  puurefiable  fluids. 
7x0;  record  of,  m  inocculations,  etc.,  671. 

Facilities  would  be  afforded  for  the  thorough  inspection 
of  cattle  and  meats.  775 

Factories.  302 ;  and  workshops.  304.  306,  33X  ;  and 
workshops,  stores,  and  warehouses,  3x9. 

Farcy  and  glanders,  150. 

Fatal  cases  of  diphtheria,  observations  on,  564. 

Fat  and  tallow  rendering,  164  ;  melters.  2x3:  melting, 
45.  X98  ;  melting,  hide-curing,  ^ut-cleaning,  and  other 
offensive  kinds  of  business,  nuisance  of.  growing  out 
of  slaughtering,  abated  by  concentration.  780  ;  render- 
ing, 206. 

Fendiead,  William  B.,  clerk,  77. 

Fever,  enteric.  579  ;  scarlet.  86  ;  scarlet,  patient,  inoc- 
culation  of  muscular  tissue  widi  membrane  from.  690 ; 
typhoid,  53,  86,  309,  579. 


Flats,  Harlem,  X3.  X79 ;  disin'ection  of  the,  and  disinfec- 
tion of  street  sweepings  during  the  summer  of  1875, 
242. 

Fleming,  M.  J.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vacci- 
nating Corps,  78. 

Flyiin,  Y.  W.  P.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vac- 
cinating Corps.  78. 

Food.  65X. 

Fourth  avenue  impovement,  58. 

Fowler.  George  B  ,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77  ; 
report  of.  331. 

Fowler,  John  H.,  appointed  Inspector  of   Fruit,  8a 

Fowls,  338. 

Fruit,  unripe,  iniqpection  of.  164. 

Gallagher,  Edward  J.,  appointed  cleric,  79. 

Garbage,  13,  X94 ;  and  ashes.  308 ;  ashes  and  street 

sweepiiip,  disposal  of,  X3. 
Gardner,  Hugh,  President  of  the  Board  of  Police,  x. 
Gas-light  conipany.  the  Harlem,  X76  ;  the  Manhattan. 

X77 ;  the  Metropolitan,  X78 ;  the  Mutual.   177 :  the 

Kew  York,   176;    the  Suburban,    X78;    the   Weu- 

chester,  X76. 
Gas  nuisance,  chief  additional  causes  of  the  so-called,  X78. 
Gas  purifiers,  17s. 
Gas  works  of  New  York,  X73. 
General  directions  to  be  followed  after  vaccination.  1x4  ; 

report  on  diphtheria.  658. 
Glanders  and  farcy.  150. 
Goldschmidt,  S.  A.,  Ph.  D.,  report  of,  X73. 
Gratuitous  distribution  and  sales  of  vaccme  virus,  149. 
Gray,  L.  C.  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  to 

Vaccinating  Corps,  78. 
Green,  Paris,  sale  of.  x6o. 
Griswold,  James  R.,  chief  clerk,  77. 
Gut-cleaners.  313 ;  cleaning,  fat-melting,  hide-cunng. 

and  other  offensive  kinob  of  business,  nuisance  of. 

growing  out  of  slaughtering  abated  by  concentration. 

780. 
Gutters,  disinfection  of  street.  X3 ;   streets   and  side- 
walks, 230 ;  street,  and  streets,  disinfection  of.  337. 

Hall,  W.  E..  Sanitary  Inspector,  76. 

Hamilton,  A.  McL..  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  76 ; 
report  of,  313. 

Hammond,  C.  Y.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77.' 

Harlan,  B.  J.,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  80. 

Harlem  flats,  X3,  X79 ;  dbinfection  of,  and  disinfection 
of  street  sweepings  during  the  summer  of  1875,  343. 

Harlem  Gas-li^nt  Company,  X76. 

Harris,  Elisha,  M.  D.,  report  of,  357. 

Health,  the  public,  it  is  alleged  that,  is  not  injuriously 
affected  by  slaughter-houses  and  the  meUiods  by 
which  the  slaughtering  and  necessary  accessories  ot 
that  business  are  at  present  conducted,  771. 

Healy.  James  R.,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor. 77  ;  temporanly  to  Vaccinating  Corps,  80 ;  re- 
port of,  333.        ^ 

Healy,  1.  B.,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  70. 

Heart,  hypertrophy  of,  579 ;  valvular  disease  of,  579. 

Heuel,  r .,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating  Corps. 
80  ;  Temporary  Vaccinator,  70. 

Hide-curing,  fat-melting,  gut-cleaning,  and  other  of- 
fensive kinds  of  business,  nuisance  of,  growing  out  of 
slaughtering,  abated  by  concentration,  780. 

Horses,  contagious  diseases  of.  53. 

Hospital,  Riverside,  94. 

House  drainage,  etc.,  331  ;  and  plumbing,  153  ;  sewer 
connections,  plumbbg,  etc.,  8. 

Houses  infected  with  contagious  diseases,  disinfection 
of,  234 ;  of  prostitution,  other  buildings  and  their 
uses,  207. 

Houses,  slaughter,  194,  3x3  ;  advantages  of  location. 
781  :  alleged  that  the  public  health  is  not  injuriously 
affected  by,  and  the  methods  by  which  slaughtering 
and  necess  iry  accessories  of  that  business  are  at  present 
conducted,  77X  ;  and  slaughtering,  x66  ;  and  slaughter- 
mg.  report  on,  784,  786 ;  co-operative,  or  abattoirs, 
sanitary  advantage  of,  775  ;  objections  to  concentration 
or  removal  considered,  766 ;  present  condition  of. 
765 :  present  location  of,  764  ;  removed  above 
Fortietn  street.  Board  of  Health  bound  not  to  dis- 
turb, 768  ;  time  for  removal  or  concentration  of.  miat 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  proprietors  to  make  the 
necessary  changes  without  great  pecuniary  loss,  774. 


?9^ 


HouKi.  teneotefft*  fi«  153.  186, 19$,  toe,  104,  9q^«  3x4, 

«i9 ;  bcal  supcniit3«idcnce  b^  i9« :    report  da  mc 

]3i&nvl&i!;euire  of  ctg»n  in.  449. 
Hiigbn,  Beroird,  HAtiwutAnt  Suniytry  Inspeclor,  7$  ;  re< 

port  ott  vtQ^ 
HuirwD  lEingiJc,  inocuUtion  oT  ictapiii^  irom,  694, 
HvBbed,  J.  'S.  ik£paiint«d  AaittAfit  Sani^ry  tnspecloT  to 

Vikccu»tui£  CoTpfi,  78  I    Eianuner  o(  Death  Certiii^ 

HfdnTpnolMB,  Up  151  '  in  do^aod  other  atiimab^  and 
the  caniCBry  precautiorok  ingaioil  iiv  tr3Jt$i9UBk»)  Co  tte 

HyperlTDphy  of  bean,  570. 

MypodenAic  tnjectiotv  ol  alcqjhoUc  totuDQn^  fmni  rniduc 
ol  cvjipofat^  putrid  liver- in  rision^  706 :  aquecjUs 
infusion  of  ptiTe  nictnbtane,  6&B  ;  nquevus  inhtiix)«  of 
pure  rEiembrine  aftjOT  Kltrsttton  thfi^Uf  h  a.  poroiu  cby 
Cjf Under,  6&i,  663^,  685  ;  aqueolii  infuvcin  of  pure 
membrane  al^er  filtrtttioti  thro^H  paper  (double 
fili^;;,  689;  aqueoiji  infusioTk  of  pure  membrane  leo 
days  old  ftnd  patfidp  #86  :  dccomjxHed  Cohn^  solu- 
tian,  7ot,  703 ;  decofii|Mted  Ci^hii'i solution  after  fiker- 
uiDH  thrOMzii  many  tbickjjts«»  of  P^aper,  7*213 ;  de- 
composed i^hn*a  ftjluELion  after  fifiration  through 
poTDiu  clay,  70J  *  decamposed  CoIib''*  solution  after 
thorough  aeraition,  704  ;  lower  iitraium  of  decomuBed 
Cchu'i  9<)tutionp  jot  ;  putrid  liifuiion  after  boding, 
687  :  putrid  liver- in  fusion,  705  *  piitrid  li^er-intudLi^fl 
after  fikratirtn  ihrjugh  paper,  705;  putrid  tiver-in- 
fii^ion  after  httration  througti  porous  clay,  705  :  putrid 
infusion  ol  pure  membrane,  nfter  filcratioii  thjt>ii^h 
paper  lunfte  filter),  6^7  ;  taticylic  add  dusolved  m 
aqueom  solution  of  sodic  phc4phatep  707 ;  iimple 
aqurDU:^  solution  of  KKlic  phosphate,  and  d"  pure 
water  ai  control  expenmtnt»,  709 ;  unaltered  aqueout 
mhisioa  of  pure  membrane,  6S1, 6S4,  6B^ 


Improvement,  Fourth  avenue,  58, 

Increase  ol  the  population,  annoal  ra.te  of,  258. 

Infant  mortality,  55,  ^6,  107,   109,  iio«  a6o,  a68<,  370^ 

373,    373,   374-405*  3C^343,  34^484.  48^.  4^*  494. 

49s.  49*r  49^*  5^*  5^*  S«*+H  S'^y  5^^-  5*^i  5*9i.  5S»- 


membran^  from  scarlet  fcircr  pafieat,  ^i^;  ^^^ 
tiBue  with  mixoirE  of  pure  meohwB  ind  «li|^ 
add,  691,  60^  ;  miatMTfta  of  pmr^fyim;  I«int4n|^ 
ioEi  Bmd  lailtcylic  aod.  6oi  ;  laaatae  a  ^^P^ 
toapinj^  and  salicylic  aci<C  ^97  *  P"''^  iMBliHi 
674,  fr^^  677^  679.  6£La«  6^5.  ^9eu  6^1,  ^t  f^ 
toiiKue-tcrmfrinsi^  694,  695 :  futrefrvai  nnfia  WW 
inp.  696  [  Bedimest  frogi  bottlg  <if faowf  oirfOitfll 
soFution,  700  ;  solid  salicylic  aetd*  ?», 
Inoculaiion    of  scT3pinfe&    irCHii    ille    noibfaf  1«^ 


Eovigue,  694  ;    iolid  r^idiise  f^uai  piim^  1iw< 

after    evrnporatioii   by    botliai^  and  dobmA  «A 

boiling  abnalace  alcDhijL  705, 
laocuLaticnis    of    putrid    mj^taioQ   of    catf^  Irvo,  t*!. 

alicyliic  addp  707  :  saXtcjrlic  aei«i  and  ra^dM  «ai, 

709 :  sand,  706, 
tnoculatiotu  with  diphtheritic  marser,  671 » 
lospection,  lacilitica  wotild  be  aiflbrded  fer  Ae  Aoa^L 

or  cattle  and  meats,    775  ;  ni  uoirpe  Imllt  ti|;  4 

vesfclftt  43. 
InspccncmR,  195*  ao3«  305^  aie^  an,  atCi,    ai^  a4Bk^ 

3j6,  a?gj  *^w  '>33,  233^ 
Impec^r,  Ctty  Sanltsiry^  7^. 
Iitt^ftcton,  Awitrant  Saoitary,  rvparts  £^,  1^4.  nr,  tSb 

»6,  tt9.  «jt,  aja,  333,  649  ^  Samtary.  repCf«  <  «4 

i53f  ^73*  f^*  >^'  190*    191*  196*  tg^  ao^u  ^les^  «^ 

a[a,a]7p  aig^  €*^g^  716,  7^9. 
Iratitutioas^  public,  am^l-pOK  m.  ji4$l 
Intemperance  and  i^cohck|tHD»  567* 
Iron  method  of  purificaticpn,   \j&. 

Jana,  Edward  H. ,  AatatAnt  Sajittaiy  ^tijiuLilWiiJl 

76 ;  report  of,  %*93*  i^,  166*  T^^ 
Janeway^  £dwara  G.,  M.  J>,,  appoiBlsd  iiulilu—  i» 

Dr.  Stephen  Soiith,   1. 
Jane  way,  T.  J.,  aprpointed  t^iapanaiiy  to  VacseaiiiC 

Corp&,  80;  report  of,  19. 
lane  way,  T.  1..,  appcmited  Temporary  Viccitw*  1» 
Joyce,  K,  A.,  afipoiiited  AaaisbiDi  Suuoir|r  l^i^eevs 

Vaccinating  Corps,  78L 
Judson,  A.  B..  appointed  Aiai^ant  Saaiary  Ijn|iijmi> 

79  ;  report  of,  18$  ;  Sanitary  Impectior,  jk 


55^*  57*^1.57^- 


i'iitJi.'itiillbofn.  pennils  asued  diiTinethe  year  1*75 .    K^idney-ti^ue,  inocuiMion  of  cornea  with,  ^|. 
for  the   interoic&t  of,  and  for  the  burial  of  the  deLd,  ,  ^!*^f«»n^  Richard,  Disiufectw^  Corp^  77. 

Kitchen,  £.  W^^  appouitcd  A^iaiaiis  Sanitify 
tor,  79. 


6^1 . 


Infected  anidu.  Si  i  clothinif,  etc,  4)9. 

Infectious  and  con  tagiouji  diie»«e«t  tgs.  | 

InjecEicm,  hypcdermic,  of  alcoholic  solution  tmrn 
residue  ol  evaporated  putrid  liver -uifu&ion,  70C  1 1 
aqu«3ys  tnfunon  ni  pure  meiobrane,  688  ;  aqueous 
innaion  of  pure  memoraiie  alter  hi  trai  ion  throuji^h  a 
porous  clay  cyknder,  65 1,  6B1,  6^5  ;  aqueous  infu&ion 
of  pure  membrane  after  i^Tltfatiofi  through  paper 
(double  filter)^  €$9  ^  aqneoiK  infu&ion  of  pure  mem- 
brane let!  diiyi  old  and  putrid,  &S6  ;  decomposed 
Cohn's  solutitn,  701,  701  ;  dccwiniKHcd  Cohtri 
hdiition,.  afLer  hltratiott  through  many  thicknesses  of 
paper,  70^;  decomposed  I  John's  solution  tifter  . 
filtration  throiigh  poTi^us  clay,  703;  decompoKd 
^  ohti's  solution  after  thorott^h  aenition,  704  ;  lower 
*traturrL  of  dccompoAcd  Cohn's  fiolution,  701 ;  putrid 
liver  inruaiion,  70^  ;  putrid  hver-infuaion  afker  filtra- 
tion through  porous  cliiy>  705  ;  putrid  liver-inlusiaii 
afler  nitration  through  paper,  705  ;  putrid  infusion 
aJ^er  boiliof ,  ^87  ;  puind  mfusion  of  pure  membrane 
after  hltration  through  paper  single  filter),  68y  ; 
salicylic  acid  disvolved  ia  aqueom  solution  ol  iDcric 
pbo&phate,  707  I  simple  aqueous  solution  ot  sodic 
phosphate,  and  of  pure  water,  »i  control  expetiments, 
7CN5  ;  unfikered  aqueous  inl usbn  ol  pure  membrane, 
68 1,  684,  <^B5. 

Jfuculaiion  of  ccimca  and  conjunctiva  with,  reddened 
mucous  membrane  of  trachea,  673, 

Inocubtion  of  cornea  and  muscular  cisiie  with  a<|Ut£Ois 
infusion  of  membrane,  ^76  :  pure  membrane,  ^is  : 
aqueous  infusion  of  pure  memljratie*  675, 

Inoculation  of  cornea  with  aqueoim  inXusSon  of  d»ph- 
thericic  membrane,  674;  membrtme,  671*;  kidney* 
tis&ue,  673,  •,  pure  memoi^tjiejr  67  a*  674. 

Inoculatiofi  of  dei^omposed  Cohn's  solution,  70a, 

Inoculation  of  muscular  ttsiue  with  boiled  aqueous  in-^ 
fusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  675 :  filtered 
aqueous    inhisio^  of    diphtheritic  membnuie,  675 ; 


Laieht   Cba*.,  appokiled  temporprilv  u  Vi 

Corps,  80. 
l^nds,  tidal,  sunken  lots,  drainskge,  61, 
Laudy.  L.  C.»  appointed  to  Special  Aii^ytfcaJ 

LeakagCj  roof,  vcotOatioo,  drmiiiaiKC,  ecc.«  t§^ 

Light,  65  r. 

Lime  process,  tbe  dry,  177^ 

Liqu»or  st'Cirn,  whulesade  a^d  rdaal,  aov. 

Livcr^  calf^  inocu1:<tirr?n¥  of,  pmrid  mfadm  cC  l^ 

Liver  infusion,  !  putHd.  hypodoak.  a^ 

tiod  of  aico  h  fTOm  n^due  eC,  706 ;  pair4. 

hypodermit  .>L   j^j;    piitFid«  ItyiBdiswe 

injection  of,  atier  o juration  thmcigh  paper,  7*1  • 
putrid,  bypodermie  injeciioii  of,  after  Skntam 
through  porous  clay,  705  :  putnd.  inoculatXRi  af  tail 
residue  from,  after  evBporatioo  by  boiliJi^  avJ  fevMr 
mcnt  with  botttog  absolute  aloobo!^  70V 

Livcrmoie,  F.,  appototed  Amataat  LtapecADT  ti^  V^acb^ 
na ting  Corps.  78 

Local  diicascs,  573.*  supenntesdeocc  in  •mmnj 
houses,  193. 

Location,,  preient.  of  altuualicer-tiotifee^,  764  ;  of  «iv|K 
ter-Hoises,  advantsigea  ol,  781. 

Lock  wood,  C.  £.,  Aaustaot  Scaincary  tm^ecior.  f*t 
report  of,  a  19, 

Lodge,  Albti,  clerk  appointed  to  Viioenucii«  Ceipk 
78. 

Lordly,  J.  R  M.,  iLppotnted  tetapor^rily  Ot  Vaec^Hi 
Corps*  Sok 

Lots  sunken  and  vacant  .-.-7  ;  vunlien,  tidal  ka^ 
drainage,  63  :  vacant^    i  .  premiKik  1B^ 

nant  water,  etc.,  4pcci»I  X  ^41- 

Lyoti,   C  ,  appomted  Ais^^--'  ..^ty   iMi^eesat » 

Vaccinating  Corps,  7§, 
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McCauley,  John,  appointed  clerk,  80;  Inspector  of 
Fruit.  80. 

McDonald,  Francis,  appointed  messenger.  78. 

McGay,  V.  J.,  appointed  Assistant  Saditary  Inspector 
to  Vaccinating  Corps.  78. 

McGowan.  Barmolomew,  Disinfecting  Corps,  77, 

McMasters,  H.  G.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinat- 
ing Corps,  80. 

McMasters.  N.  G.,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  In- 
spector to  Vaccinating  Corps,  78 ;  appointed  Tem- 
porary Vaccinator,  79. 

McNally,  John,  appointed  to  Disinfecting  Corps,  79. 

McNamara,  J.,  appointed  clerk,  79. 

Manhattan  Gas-light  Company.  177. 

Manufacture  of  cigars  in  tenement-houses,  report  on, 
649. 

Manu£aicturing  establishments,  offensive  odors  from,  167. 

Manure  dump,  2x4  ;  stable,  46,  159. 

Markets  and  market-places,  306,  319  ;  public,  59. 

Mannon,  P.  De,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77. 

Marriages.  73.  266,  598. 

Matsell,  George  V^^.,  in  July,  1874,  succeeded  Hugh 
Gardner  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Police,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  i. 

Maxwell,  E.  A.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating 
Corps,  80 ;  Temporary  Vaccinator,  79. 

Measles,  306-325,  5!;9 ;  scarlatina,  small-pox,  and  diph- 
theria, sanitary  regulations  against,  81. 

Meat,  abattoirs  properly  conducted,  tend  to  the  purity 
and  preservation  of.  777. 

Meat,  unwholesome,  64. 

Meats  and  cattle,  iacilities  would  be  afforded  for  the 
thorough  inspection  of,  775. 

Medical  practice,  regulations  of,  73. 

Melters,  fat,  2x3. 

Melting,  fat,  45,  198 ;  hide-curing,  gut-cleaning,  and 
other  offensive  kinds  of  business,  nuisance  of,  grow- 
ing out  of  slaughtering,  abated  by  concentration.  780. 

Membrane,  inoculation  of  cornea  with  aqueous  infusion 
of.  672  :  aqueous  infusion  of,  inoculation  of  muscular 
dabue  and  cornea  with.  676 ;  diphtheritic,  inoculation 
of  cornea  with  aqueous  infusion  of,  67^  ;  diphtheritic, 
inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  boiled  aqueous 
infusion  of,  675  ;  diphtheritic,  inoculation  of  muscular 
tissue  with  filtered  acjueous  infusion  of,  675  ;  from 
scarlet  fever  patient,  moculation  of  muscular  tissue 
with,  690:  reddened  mucous,  of  trachea,  inoculation  of 
cornea  and  conjunctiva  with,  673  ;  pure,  and  salicylic 
acid,  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of, 
6^1,  693  ;  pure,  hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  infu- 
sion of,  688 ;  pure,  hypodermic  injection  ot  aqueous  in- 
fusion of,  after  filtration  through  a  jiorous  clay  cylinder, 
681,  683,  685  ;  pure,  hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous 
infusion  of,  after  filtration  through  paper  (double 
filter),  689  ;  pure,  hypodermic  injection  of  putrid  in- 
fusion of,  after  filtration  through  paper  (single  filter), 
687  ;  pure,  hypodermic  injection  of  unfiltered  aqueous 
infusion  of,  681,  684,  685  ;  pure,  inoculation  of  cornea 
and  muscular  tissue  with,  67^  ;  pure,  inoculation  of 
cornea  and  muscular  tissue  with  aqueous  infusion  of, 
675  ;  pure,  inoculation  of  cornea  with,  672,  674  ;  pure, 
inoculation  of  muscular  tissue  with.  674,  676,  677. 
679,  682,  685,  690,  691,  692  ;  pure,  ten  days  old  and 
putrid,  hypodermic  injection  of  aqueous  mfusion  of, 
686. 

Messenger  of  the  Board,  77. 

Metropolitan  Gas-light  Company,  178. 

Milk,  639  ;  the  adulteration  of,  64. 

Mill  Brook,  62. 

Morgan,  Robert  C,  clerk,  77. 

Morris,  Lewis,  appointed  clerk,  79. 

Morris,  Moreau,  report  of,  14. 

Morris,  S.  F.,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
79  ;  report  of,  188  ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  70. 

Mortality,  infant,  and  children,  55,  56,  107,  X09,  xxo, 
260,  268,  270,  272,  273,  274-295,  306-343,  346-484, 
486,  490,  494,  495,  496.  498,  500,  502,  504,  506,  jo8, 
526,  520,  552,  556.  576,  578  ;  records  of.  368 ;  total,  m 
New  York,  share  of  zymotic  causes  in  the,  56s. 

Mucous  membrane  of  trachea,  inoculation  of  cornea 
and  conjunctiva  with,  673. 

Murphy,  Michael,  appointed  to  Disinfecting  Corps.  79. 

Muscular  tissue  and  cornea,  inoculation  of,  with  aqueous 
infusion  of  membrane,  676  ;  and  cornea,  inoculation 
of^  with  aqueous  infiision  of  pure  membrane,  675 ; 


and  cornea,  inoculation  of,  with  pure  membrane,  675  ; 
inoculation  of,  vrith  boiled  aqueous  infusion  of  diph- 
theritic membrane,  675  ;  inoculation  of,  with  filtered 
aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  675  ; 
inoculation  of,  with  membrane  from  scarlet  fever 
patient,  600 ;  inoculation  of,  with  mixture  of  pure  mem- 
brane and  salicylic  acid,  691, 693 ;  inoculation  of,  with 
mixtures  of  putrefying  tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic 
acid,  698 :  inoculation  of,  with  mixture  of  tongue- 
scrapings  and  salicylic  acid,  697 ;  inoculation  of.  with 
pure  membrane,  674,  676,  677,  679,  682,  685,  690,  69X, 
692  ;  inoculation  of,  with  pure  tongue-scrapings,  694, 
695 ;  inoculation  of,  vrith  putrefying  tongue-scrapings^ 
698  ;  inoculation  of,  with  sediment  from  bottle  of  de- 
composed Cohn's  solution,  700  ;  inoculation  of,  with 
salicvlic  acid,  707. 
Mutual  Gas-light  Company,  177. 

Nagle,  John  T,  report  of,  58a. 

Nealis,  Thomas  J.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77  ; 
report  of,  153. 

Nepbria,  574.  579- . 

Nervous  system,  diseases  of,  57^. 

Nesmith,  R.  D.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vac- 
cinating Corps,  78. 

New  buildings,  changes,  230. 

New  district,  X82. 

New  York  Gas-light  Company,  176  ;  the  gas  works  of, 

»73- 

Night-soil,  removal  of,  xo. 

Notes  on  disinfection  and  disinfectants,  343  ;  the  chief 
causes  of  death,  552. 

Notice,  small-pox,  148. 

Notices,  vaccination,  distribution  of,  341. 

Nuisance  created  by  cattle  driving  in  the  streets,  and 
the  carriage  of  butchers'  ofial  and  refuse  will  forever 
be  abated,  770 ;  gas.  chief  additional  causes  of  the 
so-called,  X78 ;  of  lat-melting,  hide-curing,  gut- 
cleaning,  and  other  offensive  kinds  of  business  growing 
out  of  sLughtering,  abated  by  concentration,  780. 

Nuisances,  suburban,  47. 

Objections  to  concentration  or  removal  of  slaughter- 
houses considered,  766. 

Observations  on  the  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria,  564. 

Occupation  of  those  who  died  from  phthisis,  570. 

O'Connor,  J.  T,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor, 79. 

Odors,  offensive,  from  manufacturing  establishments. 

Offal  and  blood,  utilizing,  46 ;  and  dead  animals,  re- 
moval of,  XO  ,  and  refuse,  butchers'  nuisance,  created 
by  the  carriage  of,  will  forever  be  abated,  779. 

Ofial  dock,  213. 

Offensive  kinds  of  business,  suid  fat-melting,  gut-clean- 
ing, and  hide-curing,  nui^-ance  of,  growing  out  of 
slaughtering  abated  by  concentration,  780 ;  odors 
from  manufacturing  establishments,  X67  ;  trades,  47. 

Old  rags  and  bones,  228. 

Orders  of  the  Board,  3. 

Ordinance  rebting  to  slaughtering,  783. 

Organization  of  the  Board,  x. 

Osborne,  F.  S.,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  Vaccinatmg  Corps,  78. 

Pardee,  E.  S.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vaccma- 

ting  Corps,  78. 
Paris  green,  sale  of,  x6o. 


Parks,  public,  S9. 
.  E.  C, 
tor,  79. 


Passmore, 


appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec- 


Pathogeny  of  diphtheria,  report  of  investigations  into, 

conducted    by    Edward    Curtis    and   Thomas   E. 

Satterthwaite,  657. 
Patients,  care  of.  81. 

Pavement  of  streets,  general  cleanliness,  230. 
Pavements,  street,  60. 
Paving,  street,303. 
Penalties,  suits  for.  ^. 
Permits  issued  dunng  the  year  187^.  for  the  burial  of 

the  dead,  and  for  interment  of  still-bom  infiuts,  6ax  ; 

of  burial,  625  ;  of  slaughter-houses  to  occupy  their 

present  locations,  768  ;  sanitary,  68. 
Perry,  J.  L.,  appointed  temporarily  to   Vaccinating 

Corps,  80 ;  Temporary  Vaccinator,  79. 


Pfeiffer.  Cari,  n^pm  «f*  7S6, 

Phillips,  G«orgc  K  .  A«i^t^t  SanimTy  I mpeeiflr,  77. 

PHekpdbU  ot  vodUf  jaqueoiis  folutjun  of,  hypodermic  in- 

iectiot)  of  lalic^'lic  acid  disaoHcd  in^  707  ;  hypodermic 
tojedioti  of  simple  aqueous  solution  of,  juad  ui  pure 

wAtef  as  contrt;]-!  expert jo^nis,  701. 
Fbchisu^  occupation  of  thoic  who  died  from,  57a 
piers  xnd  bulkhe^dl,  tB?. 

Piflard,  H.  G.,  aLppomted  HonwTuy  IJermatalogin,  j%, 
Pips,  waste^  to^:  ventiUhmi  of^  xqj,  KQ4.1  ig^- 
Placudi  ao^  circul«ri»  diii.riibutioa  01^  urn  meami  of 

increaiuis  vacciruLtion^  147. 
PluGabAgQ  worki,  166. 
Ptiunbing  and  houK  dcairaage,  153 ;  sewer  coiuiectfaiit, 

houK  drainnve.  etc,  fl. 
Ppeimionia,  579  ;  report  cm,  711}' 
PouOdA,  160  :  the  safe  of,  66,  160. 
Police,  the  ^luiitary  Company  of,  69^ 
FopuUtioti,  AfitiDAl  rale  of  increase  of,  3<B  ;  city,  dit^ 

mbution  and  clasftiAcatioo  of,  as   CKhtbited  by  the 

c«nsLti  m  June,  1875,  263  ;  tiativit^^  of*  637  :  of  City 
of  New  York*  4^5  j  the  cbild,  as  found  by  the  census 

in  jBjs,  a^q. 
Po^  E.  K.,  appoijaled  Acsi^Unr  lospeclor  to  Vaccina t- 

itig  Corpi,  78. 
Post,  W.  H   B.^  report  of,  191 ;  Sanitary  Inspetitor,  ?6. 
PcBt,  W,  W,,  cltrk,  ft^peinted  to  VAccmatiDg  Corps^,  78^ 
Practice,  medical^  regulation«  of,  73, 
PrecautioDi^,  Hoitary,  afainct  the  cranunukia  of  hf^ro- 

phobia  in  dogs  and  otner  animaU  to  the  hunum  race* 

Pntfi^icet  igjiinci  vac^imtiaii,  149. 

Pr^BSw    vacant   loti,  stagnant  water,  etc.*  «pecia] 

disinfection  of*  a43. 
Prentice,  W.  P.,  report  of,  ^i7^ 
Present  coRfiiiicin  of  tlaughter-hou^es,  765 ;  Locatiob  of 

slauflrhter-houses,  7^4, 
PreservBtion  ^nd  purity  of  meat,  ahattoin  properly  cofl> 

dticted  tend  to*  777, 
Private  dwellings,  jji^ 
Privis,  mxtf  aaa  i  and   water-cloiKts,  307,   ajo  ^  dinn> 

fectEoa  of*  9 :  yards  and  cellars,  di^infecticfn  of,  a 3^ 
PHvy  vaulUj  4(1°  and  water -cLcAet'i,  tgj, 
ProCfiA.  the  dry  11  mc^  177 


promotions,  r^i^natioiis,  aod  appointment,  77^ 
Pro^titutLun*  housAof,  other  huitdintgt  aod  cbei] 


507. 


eiT  usci. 


PrDieciion  afforded  hy  raccinadon,  13S. 

Public  b-idift^  309. 

Pub  tic  build  in^^  aiq 

Pubtlc  htalth.  It  is  alleged  that,  i«  not  injunouity  affect- 
ed by  sUmKHter-he)t»es  and  the  methods  by  whieh 
ihe^laughtennjt  and  neces-ary  accessorifs  of  thac 
bitsinss  are  at  present  canducted,  771* 

Public  lO-ititut^utis,  tmall-poji  ia*  146. 

Public  mxirketf*  59. 

Public  parks^  59. 

Puhlic  schocds  58. 

Public  vaccinatorm,  qualificationi  of,  144, 

Pulmonalts,  5.68 ^  579. 

Pulmohnli«»  phihist*,  568.  579, 

Purcellj  J .  J . ,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  S& 

Puree  I L  Wm.  jf.,  appointed  A  ^^^isLant  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  the  Vact:itiatirig  Corps^  76,  79^ 

Punficatiou,  iron  method  ofi,  J  76, 

Purifiers,  175 

Purity  and  preMrvation  of  meat,  abattoirs  properly 
conducted  tend  lo^  777. 

Putrcfiable  fluids,  bacteria  in^  experiments  to  test  the 
power  of  sal  icy  lie  acid  to  prevent  the  developmeot 

^^*  71?  ...  I 

Putrefying  toni^e-fcrapings,^  inoculation  of  nmiscular  ' 
tts6Lic  with,  ^8  ;  ;ind  salicylic  acid,  inoculatioci  of  1 
myscular  tiMue  with  mixtntes^  of,  tpS.  | 

PurKd  and  pure  membrane  ten  day«  old*  hypodermic 
injection  of  aqueous  infiision  of^  686. 

Putrid  infi4sion,  hypodermic  injection  of,  after  boiling, 
687  :  of  cair»  fiver,   inoctiUtinnK  of,   70s ;    of  pure  1 
membrane,  hypodermic  injection  pf,  after  filtratton  I 
through  paper  ^single  filter's,  687.  I 

Putrid  hver-mfusinii  evaporated,  hypodermic  injection 


lion  of '-^'-'  — '  • -^  tte  fpant^  9>ittr  <mpermim  wm  ■» 

ing  ai.  t  Mfitli  tioklifig 

Putnd  .^.  .  ^65. 

Pulae]  L.,  Ap|.>>c>i{iic>i  Teiflporarf  Vai 


Dual 
Quil 


of*  after  filtration  through  porous  day,  705  ;  inocub.' 


alificatioRs  oi*  public  vaiCcinattf^  144. 
lill  slipi:,  dirpcoooft  €ot  the  umt  «C  >h|9- 

Ra^  old,  Mad  bone^  3a8, 

Railroads  Meam,  f  7. 

Rale,  Urih-,  36** 

Rate  of  increajse  of  ^e  iiop«tlay'pn,  iniiiii,  jgi 

Read*  Era  E.*  appointed  AmmtMut  Sannitfj  |«^aeav« 

Vaccmatuis  COiT*.,   78^  tempoax^j^  to  ^tei^m4 

Cotpi,  &v 
Receipts,  71. 
Rcceivuig'hasiflab  ^t. 

keoardorcKpeTimezits  in  inocvlaliaai,  ee&«  lr«> 
Records,  amaidmeols  to  iJie^  yc  I  itf  AMkrabty^^lll 
Refisie  lud  offal,  butchenT,,  nuance  o^led  %f  it 

earriaj^  of*  will  forever  be  abated^  yy^ 
Register,  Deputy*  cjf  Vital  ScattstiQw  report  oC  fv^ 

Rcgulaiiqn  and  coQCealmtion  of  the  biiMOQS  of  dm^ 
tering  animals,  report  of  Lhe  Saiuary  O^voaOn  m, 
764. 

Regulations*  and  nite&*  3  ;  of  eaedical  paexki.  T}. 
laniiary,  againit  smalUpox.  acaHacioa.  mdsbwi^ 
diphtheria*  ®t, 

Keia,  J  J'*,  Bppomted  Aasis^nt  Sainiiary  hmp^aa  s 
Vaccinating  CJorps^  78. 

RciSly,  Frtncis.  aippi.inted  tnspec6ar  of  FrtiH,  !», 

Rcmc^at  o£  dead  anifnai<»id  df^,  10;  pigh&<a^»; 
the  busint^ofslau]£hceriQ£  abore  F«Mik  tpetf  • 
ohedienoe  do  ii>e  orders  of  the  Bcmrd  of  Htitk  k 
i86a*  76«> 

Removal,  or  eonccncratton  of  ***t^lrfg^H— ^  * 
jection;!)  to,  considered,  766  ;  time  JlDgcd  fxvafll 
be$tifricient  to  «iable  the  proprietMS  tt  miht^ 
nee^ury  changes  without  grtat  pccitiasry  hm^  n*^ 

Rendermjt.  fat,  306  ;  and  tallow,  164. 

Rennet  salting ,  a  1 3. 

Report,  generaL  on  diphthtria,  65*. 

Report  ot  A.  B-  Jud&i'^t^^  j:S&  ;  AHui  McIJUae  Hi^toi^ 
iia;  Alea.  Strong:,  aii  ;  Aug.  Vide*  p^;  BtmtaA 
Hughe*.  3 to;  Carl  Pfciffcr.  786;  C  ETLocI:**}! 
319;  Chas.  P.  Russet.  jtf>  ;  U.  H.  Acvaler.v2i;Clas. 
F.  Roberts,  20;  ;  conEanj-ioiis  diseases  for  i^Tf-ilrv 
S^;  C.  P.  Rimcll,  190  :  E.  O.  Janew^y,  19;  L  K 
Janea,  89^  93*  if>a.  j66,  784;  LJiOia  Hvra,  M- H* 
J57;  Elwryn   WalJcr*  134:    F^gene  R  Su^onvai^: 

ti  Rat  tans  into  the  pa,th4-^enY  of  di|ihiiKria,  oji 
by  Edward  CiMtis  and  lliomaa  E.  SatmifeirsiBt.  t^ : 
lames  R.  Hcaley*  ^33  ;  John  E.  Coufot,  «»»J  J« 
X  Nafitc,  M.  D.  s(¥3  ;  Jos.  JO.  B^ani,  »n;  M«faa 
Moms.  t4  ;  Nathaniel  B.  Kmcrtcm.  2»  T  Ref«  S. 
Tracy*  199'  7S9  ;  S.  A,  Goldsrfmiidi,  tyj :  i  F 
Moms,  i8J9 :  Stephen  Smith,  764:  dkc  Am«« 
Sanii  iry  Siiper.n  ten  dent.  7%  ;  dieaitoniey  aadcin- 
lel,  637;  the  coiiMilting  Sani^ry  A^hited*  j«  r  «** 
Deputy  Kcsisier  for  1 874-75  of  the  l^ureaudf  VM 
Statistics,  581 ;  the  Reg-isTor  of  the  Bureau  rf  t«l 
S^tiitia^  as7  :  the  Sanitary  Committee,  ^  li;  ifce 
Sanitary  Committee  on  the  ccuKoitratioi!  and  mA 
tion  of  the  hu.'unsK  of  stamgliliB-ing  aniiaialK,  7i«;ll* 
.Snniur^'  Superintendent,  76  ;  Thaaix&t.  *faBii»  m. 
W.  A.  E*-ing,  itj  ;  Walter  De  F.  I^,  761  W.  B 
B.  Port,  jji  ;  W-   p.   Prentice*  637. 

Eeport  on  Crotoo  water,  641  ;  pneumonta.  713 ;  ^uAf 
chinmey^L,  7Bg  ;  the  manufiictufc  of  dgm  u  v^b- 
ment-hotises,  649. 

Reports  aod  comf*lainfrs  r^.  t^,  rtw.  aa$,  aeo^  na, 
arfi*  «7*  nS.  . 

RepcTis  of  As-i  .,  tl^  a«*  «*^ 

33!€,  2^,z3T  ,  las^ea«cvi^ 

153'  *?3^  *^^-  ^"^^  "".' ■  iv^*  <>''.  1^,  WJ3.  *>s  «a* 
3T2,  at7,  ai9,  649,  716,  yfg ;  00  ^ngteoim  aitf 
shuKhtcr-hMun:*,  7S4,  786. 

Pcscwe  of  drown  inig  pef^sons,  sy 

Rcs.'^zn^on&.  appouitmentK  afid  prcim4>liO<!9„  tt- 

Resulu,  bad.  following  vacsci  nation,  135. 

Retail  and  wholesale  liquor  storcsv  »>7 

Reynoldi*  Wilbam,  thsjiifectins  Corpi*  77. 


J57  ;  Elwryn  WalJcr*  134  :  E*igenc  R  Su^on 
Fr^ncii  Dclificid,  713  ;  Geo.  B.  Fottier.  aij ;  t 
M.  Van  \'ort,  17  ;   H.  Emicfnaan,  Fh.  D..#>»: 
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Right  of  this  Board  to  remove  the  business  of  slaughter- 
ing, 767. 

Riveraide  Hospital,  94. 

Roberts,  C.  F.,  report  of,  203  ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  76. 

Roberts,  W.,  appomtcd  clerk  at  Riverside  Hospital,  79. 

Robie,  Jf.  W.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating 
Corps,  80. 

Rockwell,  H.,  appobted  Asustant  Inspector  to  Vacci- 
nating Corps,  78. 

Rodenstein,  C.  F.,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor, 79 ;  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77. 

Roof  leakage,  ventilation,  drainage,  etc.,  195. 

Rules  and  regulations,  2. 

Russel,  C.  P.,  report  of,  190 ;  on  hydrophobia  in  dogs 
and  other  anunals,  and  the  sanitary  precautions 
against  its  transmission  to  the  human  race,  716  ;  Sani- 
tary Inspector,  76. 

Sale  of  Paris  green,  x6o ;  poisons,  66,  z6o. 

Sales  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  vaccine  virus,  149. 

Salicylic  acid.  249 ;  and  pure  membrane,  inoculation  of 
muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of,  691-693  ;  and  putre- 
fying tongue-scrapings,  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue 
with  mixtures  of.  698  ;  and  tongue-scrapings,  inocu- 
lations oi  muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of.  697  :  and 
vaccine  virus,  inoculations  of.  700  ;  hypodermic  in- 
jection of.  dissolved  in  aqueous  solution  of  sodic  phos- 
phate, 707  :  inoculations  of.  707  ;  solid,  inoculation  of 
muscular  tissue  with,  707  ;  experiments  to  test  the 
power  of,  to  prevent  the  development  of  bacteria  in 
putrefiable  fluids,  710. 

Salting,  rennet,  213. 

Sanborn,  £.  B.,  report  of,  226 ;  Assistant  Sanitary  In- 
spector, 77. 

Sand,  inoculations  of,  706. 

Sanitary  advantages  of  co-operative  slaughter-houses  or 
abattoirs,  775  ;  permits,  68  ;  precautions  against  the 
transmission  of  Hydrophobia  in  dogs,  and  other  ani- 
mals, to  the  human  race,  716;  reflations  against 
small-pox.  scarlatina,  measles,  and  diphtheria,  8x. 

Sanitary  Architect,  Consulting,  report  of,  786. 

Sanitary  Bureau.  66. 

Sanitary  Code,  3,  160. 

Sanitsury  Committee,  report  of,  <4,  87  ;  on  the  concen- 
tration and  regulation  of  the  business  of  slaughtering 
animals,  764. 

Sanitary  Company  of  Police,  60. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  City,  76  ;  Inspectors,  Assistant,  re- 
ports of,  184,  221,  224,  226,  229,  231,  232,  233,  649 ; 
Inspectors,  reports  of,  14, 153,  173,  186,  z88,  190,  191, 
196,  199.  203,  205.  210,  212.  217,  2i9|.  649,  716,  789. 

Sanitary  Superintendent  and  City  Sanitary  Inspector.  76. 

Sanitary  Superintendent,  Assistant,  report  of,  784 ; 
Superintendent,  report  of,  76. 

Satterthwaite,  Dr.,  appointed  to  investigate  diphtheria, 
78. 

Satterthwaite,  Thomas  E.,  report  of  investigations  into 


the  pathogeny  of  diphtheria,  conducted  by.  657. 
Icarlatina,  306,  325,  550  :  small-pox,  measles,  ana  d' 
theria.  sanitary  regulations  against,  8x. 


Scarlet  fever,  86 ;  patient,  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue 
with  membrane  from,  690. 

Scavenging,  9,  161. 

Schnell,  John,  appointed  messenger,  78. 

School  vaccinations,  123. 

Schools.  Public.  58. 

Schwieg.Geo.  M.,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator.  79. 

Sewerage,  60,  194,  214  ;  and  drainage,  227. 

Sewer  connections,  house  drainage,  plumbing,  etc.,  8. 

Shafts,  ventilating,  201. 

Shanties,  192,  215. 

Share  of  zymotic  causes  in  the  total  mortality  in  New 
York,  565. 

Sheep  and  cattle,  driving  of,  43. 

Sheppard.  Henry.  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77. 

Sidewalks  and  streets,  228  :  street  gutters  and  streets, 
220. 

Slaughter-houses,  194.  213  ;  advantages  of  location, 
781  ;  alleged  that  the  public  health  is  not  injuriously 
affected  by.  and  the  methods  by  which  slaughtering 
and  necessary  accessories  of  that  business  are  at 
present  conducted,  771  ;  and  slaughtering.  x66  ;  and 
slaughtering,  report  on.  784,  786;  co-operative,  or 
abattoirs,  sanitary  advantage  of,  775  ;  objections  to 
concentration  or  removal  of,  consiaered,  766 ;  present 


condition  of,  763  ;  present  location  of,  764  ;  removed 
above  Fortieth  street.  Board  of  Health  bound  not  to 
disturb,  768  ;  time  for  removal  or  concentration  of, 
must  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  proprietors  to  make 
the  necessary  changes  without  great  pecuniary  loss, 
774- 

Slaughtering,  43 ;  and  slaughtet^houses,  166 ;  and 
slaughter-houses,  it  is  alleged  that  the  public  health 
is  not  injuriously  affected  by  the  methods  and  acces- 
sories of  that  bminess  as  at  present  conducted,  771 ; 
and  slaughter-houses,  report  on,  784,  786 ;  animals, 
report  olthe  Sanitary  Committee  on  the  concentra- 
tion and  regulation  of  the  business  of,  764 ;  business, 
alleged  that,  as  at  present  conducted,  is  done  in  a 
most  cleanly  and  approved  manner,  769  ;  business  of, 
in  this  city,  is  so  great  in  amount  that  it  cannot  be 
conducted  in  the  abattoir,  772 ;  concentration  of,  as 
proposed,  will  abate  the  nuisance  of  fat-melting,  hide- 
curing,  gut-cleaning,  and  other  offensive  kmds  of 
business  £px>wing  out  of  slaughtering,  780;  large 
surface  area  now  occupied  by  the  business  of,  will  Be 
diminished  to  the  least  practicable  space,  779 ; 
ordinance  relating  to,  783  :  right  of  this  Boara  to 
remove  the  business  of,  767  ;  the  entire  territory  oc- 
cupied by,  could  be  preserved  in  a  much  greater 
state  of  cleanliness  than  that  of  any  one  of  the  single 
establishments  now  in  use,  779. 

Slips,  quill,  directions  for  the  use  of,  149 

Smalley,  William  A.,  clerk,  77. 

Small-pox,  49,  82,  92,  122,  232,  306-325,  550 :  in 
public  institutions,  146 ;  notice,  148 ;  scarlatina, 
measles,  and  diphtheria,  sanitary  regulations 
against,  8z. 

Smith,  Stephen,  appointed  Honorary  Consulting 
Hygienist  to  the  Board,  79 ;  Comm  ssioner  of  Health, 
I  ;  report  of,  764. 

Smoky  chimneys^,  report  on,  78a. 

Sniffen,  C,  appointed  to  special  analytical  service,  78. 

Sodic  phon>hate,  aqueous  solution  oi,  hypodermic  in- 
jection of  salicylic  acid  dissolved  in,  707 ;  hypodermic 
injection  of  simple  aqueous  solution  of,  and  of  pure 
water  as  control  experiments,  709. 

Solution,  alcoholic,  hypodermic  injection  of,  from 
residue  of  evaporated  putrid  liver-infusion,  706. 

Solution,  decomposed  Cohn's,  hypodermic  injection  of, 
701,  703  ;  hypodermic  mjection  of,  after  filtration 
through  many  thicknesses  of  paper,  703  ;  hypodermic 
injection  of,  after  filtration  through  porous  clay,  702  ; 
hypodermic  injection  of,  after  thorot^h  aeration,  704  ; 
hy{)odermic  injection  of  lower  stratum  of,  70Z  ; 
inoculation  of,  700 ;  inoculation  of  muscular  tissue 
with  sediment  from  bottle  of,  700. 

Sore  throat,  putrid,  565. 

Special  disinfection  of  premises,  vacant  lot  >,  stagnant 
water,  etc..  242. 

Spinal  meninsitis.  306-325. 

Spinsters  and  bachelors,  1874-1875,  604  ;  and  widowers, 
1874-1875.  606. 

Stable  manure,  46,  159. 

Stables,  193,  199.  220,  231. 

Stagnant  water,  vacant  lots,  premises,  etc.,  special 
disinfection  of,  242. 

Statistics.  Vital,  Bureau  of,  70,  257  ;  report  of  the 
Deputy  Register  for  1874,  1875,  582. 

Steam  railroads,  57. 

Still-births,  265,  6x3. 

Still-bom  infonts,  permits  issued  during  the  year  1875. 
for  the  interment  of,  and  for  the  burial  of^the  dead, 
621. 

Stimson,  S.  A.,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vaccinating 
Corps,  80. 

Stores  and  warehouses,  factories  and  workshops,  2x9  ; 
liquor,  wholesale  and  retail,  207. 

Stoutenberg,  Wm.  A.,  appointed  clerk,  79. 

Street  cars,  57,  179  ;  cleaning,  ix,  183. 

Street  gutters  and  streets,  dismfection  of,  237  ;  disinfec- 
tion of,  X2  ;  sidewalks  and  streets,  220. 

Street  pavements,  60 ;  paving,  203  ;  paving  and  streets, 
207. 

Streets,  187,  231  ;  and  sidewalks,  228 ;  and  street 
gutters,  disinfection  of,  237  :  and  street  paving,  207  ; 
nuisance  created  by  cattle  driving  m,  and  the  carriage 
of  butchers'  offal  and  refuse  will  forever  be  abated, 
779 :  pavement  of,  general  cleanliness,  230 ;  street 
gutters,  and  sidewalks,  aao. 


'tJEmam.  %M ;  «ditt  and  gaclNleei  dkpoial  cl, 
H^jHiwelMn  cC  ^^^  ditiDfeetiui)  of  ihc  Harlem 
lil^  dmiiv  tbe  •ufaner  of  ttjs*  ^^- 
StrOfii,   Al**.*  appotDted  ijera|n>pjily  to  Vacpnating 
Co«k  Ssi ;    Tiiioporiry    VaccutaUir,    T9  i     ' 

Sucfurbaji  Ga»-hshr  Coffip^ayi  '7^* 

Stiburban  nuu&nclik  47. 

Suicidd*  579- 

Sui&  Tor  pcoaUti^.  *-  ^         ■ ,  *  1      j      .     . 

Sufikeu  md  voi^utt  lots.  907  ;  lots,  tidal  UmdB*  di^ui«ce> 

6». 
$iiiiarok«»  54-  ,  . 

SupcrinteDacfice.  local  ia  ««naBMt'lwffli«,  loa 
Sii|>cruite»dent,  Aw9t«at  Saaiury*  report,  784  ] 

aty^  76,  report  ofj  7'6. 
S*eeptDg^  iUtet  la* 
Syittiia.  ncrvQiUf  dtsoia  of,  $73 

574- 


;  unnary. 


Sani< 


of, 


Tabid: 
AbitrKi  cfehibUiafi  tJic  »aua1  comfiaiative  moruility 
10  five  consecutive  yean,  by  duacs  of  camci,  and 
fi™  twenty-two  of  the  pnnopal  di«asa,  338; 
cooKlidMea,  of  deaths  in  the  Lky  ot  New  ¥Ork» 
&om  all  auKi  diuiDK  the  twelve  months  end- 
inff  December  51.  1.S75,  406  :  of  deaths^  as  cer- 
d^d  as  dependent  upom  nephria  or  Bright*! 
diaease  of  the  kuJneyE,  535,  fori  875,  jafl  ;  of  Bior- 
tality  from  pfathbHi  ptilmotiaJU  in  ihe  City  of  New 
Yurk  LD  1875,  4^  ;  of  reeist«rtd  lacts  concerain^ 
time  from  attack  till  death,  arid  the  complicaiiog 
maladies  m  tke  fatal  ci>»  of  diptitheria  in  t|S74, 
^1,  in  iBjs*  56^3;  of  the  record  of  deaths  by 
phthiaiv  milfnonaLifi  in  the  City  of  New  York  for 
the  twelve  months  cndijng  uectwibcr  j)i*  1^74* 
4Bi-4Ej,  for  tJic  twelve  months  ending  Decern b« 
j^t^  1S75,  4BB-4a9  ;  of  the  record  of  dcdtfal  hy 
philiisij^  pulmonoris  in  the  City  of  New  York  m 
1S7J,  4giO'4^|  ;  of  the  registry  of  births  in  the 
City  of  New  York  for  the  twelve  months  end* 
tng  December  31,  1874.  584-5SS,  tot  tbe  iwelire 
moDths  ending  Dccembo-  31.  1675*  586-587 :  *f 
tbe  registry  ormiiTTiiiges  in  the  City  of  New  York 
for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  3,1  ♦  1874, 
5^»  for  tbe  twelve  montlu  endu^  December  |i, 
t§7S«6oo;  yeafly.  of  births  regttlered  in  the  Bu- 
reau of  vitali  Stntutics  diinng  the  past  oise 
yeai^,  59^- 
Abctracl^  of  the  mortality  m  first  qti»ter  of  1874 
1^  ;  in  second  qu»ler  of  1874,  3#& ;  10  ^ira 
quarter  of  1874,  537 ;   in  fourth  quanar  ^  1B74, 


Accidental  dnth^,  t874*^53»-SJ3  ?  tSjfS-  5>4-SJ*- 

Add,  lalicyUCt  and  Cohn ^  solution,  711  ;  and 
uHnCi  71?, 

Ages  ol  pcrsoniw  during  the  twelve  months  endbe 
December  ji,  1874  '  Married,  601,  raales  and 
femakM  tn  all  conditions.  Co^,  bochelofi  wd  fptD- 
rtei%fich|,  bachelonL  and  widiw^  60^,  widowen 
Mh3  spisiiten.  £>p6,  widowers  and  widows,  6oj ; 
dunng  die  twelve  months  oiding  December  ^i, 
1875  :  Married,  6o?j  malti  and  femjilea,  in  all 
condiuooi,  (>03t  bacheloTs  and  ^pinsters^  604, 
hachelors  and  widow^^  f-oj,  widowers  and  spin- 
Here.  606,  widower^  and  widows.  Soj 

Aid  Society.  Children's,  Industrial  Schools,^  et^, 
work  and  renilisof  vuociraiioo  in^  i3<^ 

Analysis  of  Crott^n  Water <  remlti  of,  ipven  tn  ^rmint 
to  tbe  U.  S*  gallon  of  aji  cuiMC  inches^  64^-644  ; 
in  parts  in  100,000,  645-^7. 

Analysis  of  street  dirt  taken  In  Kcv  York  City,  iti 
184. 

Autamnat  quarter,  comparadve  mortality  in  fi^e 
Contecutive  years,  by  clflsac*  of  catisesj  and  from 
twenty-two  of  the  urmcipal  diseases  in^  349. 

Average  of  results  obtained  from  a.  weekly  ejtiuiiina- 
ation  of  the  Croton  WHttr,  during  the  p«st  toor 
yoar^t  I^ft  ;  results  od"  the  weekly  examinations  of 
Croben  water,  6j. 

Barometric  pressure,  me^iii  and  mean  temperaturt^ 
day  by  day,  in  the  yeai  tBj^f  course  of  mortality 
from  predominant  isufes  of  d^ih,  374-384  ;  day 
by  day  tn  the  year  1875,  etc.*  sS^-jn^s- 


1875.1 
cash 


Tiiblef  ^ 

Births,  abftra^t  of  the  1 

\OTk,  for  the  tw^l*« 

i374<    5^*    S^5*     *^f    *^ 

Decemb^   li*  i&7S*  586,  587  :  ^   . 

deatks  referred  to  tJ^  norciAcA,,  witlL  ik^  * 

of  burial   pcrfniBt  gtiCt.  dmmg  tbcynr     ' 

ias  ;  received  tfi  tlic  Bnraftnof  Vm 

racKi.lfa  dyiiiis  llie  pwi^  ttn  yetr- 

ofr  thawmg  die    naQvity  td  iKca  m 

peiiod  of  utero-eeslatios  Im-  tie  wmi  ax  jma^ 

63$ ;     iCill,    return    eC    liwwtiis    tie  Mi>*«l  <f 

parents  and    the   period  af   a&ev&^g^abdB  ier^t 

twelve    tn«>ntli9    efiding   Ofiteialicr  ji*  il^Hk*  ^ 

for  the  twelve   piooilis  eudlaig  l>pQ»t»9  l**t^ 


615  I  yearly  abstmct  of^      _ 

Vital  Statistics^  during  the  p«st  niac  fe^j[#l 


regiiteTed  a  il|t  f 


Bodies  in  traaaiitu,  -MJll-'births,  add  city  « 
her  of  permits  of  burial  is^iued  '^r*  dijfai/;  Ac  fS* 
1874  and  i975f  with  the  fiumbcr  cf  iKlfca  ■* 
ria^es,  c^%c$  of  deaths  referred  •»  lltf  ommq^ 
the  number  of  JEQi^erlect  certiAcaScSt  enMsfi 
and  learches  of  the  records  c>l  hv^K  aaetaf^ 
and  de^hs  f<  »r  the  ^tme  perit>d«  <«»f« 

Bom,  KilU  children i  nativity  t4  pisrots  «<t  is  ^^ 
York  City,  and  reportetj  to  the  iksrcaa  ^  V^ 
Siatisticw  durifaK  the  y^ir  1^75.  A|i^  ^j^;  ai^Fa. 
natiTity  of  p«recil±  of;  in  New'  Vc«k  Qttf*  ^kK«i 
tbe  y«u-  1^74.  6t6,  617, 

Bfi|brs  Piseaae,  cccupatjon  of  victiiss  dC  vf*  ^: 
or  the  kidneys,  or  n^»hna«  at<iOrvt  «f  medi^ 
certified  as  dependetii  iap<^3qi,  ^^  iar  i%^sgl,«r 
nephria*  nativity,  age  and  lei  of  ihe  decedcM 
fromj  10  187s-  539  ;  ■=**  a*c  and  nad^ir;  flf  ^ 
decedents  ii^Qqn^  s^- 

Bureau  «f  Vital  Siati^ticm.  bistlMi  rrcetTed  b^  act 
month  during  the  post  teti  yea^v  59?  *  oaiinit  d 
parwis  of  children  bom  in  Near  %<dkC«7,  ai 
reported  10,  dunnp  the  y«ar  187^  594.  tt$; 
naiivit^of  pareix^of  ehddreti^  sttll^lMvn*  ii  Kcv 
York  City,  and  repeirtcd  to,  during  tM  yeir  etr> 
618^  619  ;  nativity  of  perscns  w^hL«e  iiM«t«iK«ftv<«t 
reg^istered  in.  during  the  font  im  ye9is,^tji.  ^ 
the  He«ltJi  Depart iQCDi,  dii|M>»lti[on  cf  dMdiarfff 
New  York  City.  duHo^  the  yeaa^  tif^^m^dk^mA 


City.  duHo^  the  year  tSf**  c 
£rom  the  reonrda  of  deachK  <bi«  *^:  T^^^^ 
ftnct  ol  tniths  refsistered   in   the.  <fiu^  dke  r  ~ 
ywi,5^. 


Bureau,  Sanitary,   wmk    wrfonacd    in,  if* 

nK>o(l»,  May  t,  1874,  ieJ>K€^mhew  ju  t»t^  *f 
Burud   Pennita,  aimiber  ©C  usoed  &t  Sty  jgalh 


still-hittfas,  and  bodies  m  tran^cu,  dminf  die  fm» 

1874  and  187 s»  wrich   the  niuahcr  of  hotlak  M*' 

riAgev  cases  of  deAlh^    ^r*^^ .    . 

tbe  nitfliher  of  imp<' 

and  searches  of  the    1 

and  deaths  for  the  «ani«^^  ^^^t  it^,  ^  ^v 
BtuiaU  in  ^cb  cemetei^*  pemmtafe  «(»«»< 

iTtunbcr  of  in.ten&e»ts  diumg  die  y^  187^  ^> 
Canuie    rabi4i.  casea  of.    try   sBotitiis  aad  mmbb 


Casd  oi  canine  mhtes,  by  moctliia  and  lias  rim.  n|K 

Causes,  all„  exhibiting  the  distriboaofi  of  ^a^iUM 
and  the  variation  of  de^ih -rates  frcaa,  aaJ  *•• 
xynotic  disea5,es,  in  ihe  ^fifTert^t  wardt  aad  ds* 
trteia,  and  their  rr  ^    -  -     the  denary  of  d*  t^ 

uLaiJo?),  cratsusrc  ,  ^54,  55^5:  ctmiBttti 

ftitnmary  t^f  the  t  Ir^fih  m  New  Vaik,  • 

the  t"-  -  -  -  "--r.,  1  o'.'  -  1.7.-5..  ty  cftiaci  oi*  «  Ac 
difTr  xls  With  percent^^c:  of  O^  sA 

5|7  ■  J  abstract  of  deMlia  in  the  C*t»  «l 

Ke'w  in  h  ^]u^]^^  the  twelve  iSKraths  SOdJMf  Vt^ 
ember  ji.  1875,  |o6  ;  QOii^alidaied^  deads  nK<« 
Yort  Ciiv  for  th«r  (wr*v^  mon[f« 

m  ti 
peri. 

endi-n^  xiiuTti.is ,  Mt^- 
the  thirteen  week*  ent  1 
330.  131*  duriog  the  tJ- 
day,  September  264  1 1^74 
teen   and    five-seventh  ^ 

December  jj,  1874^  3^4,  ^^^  dunnc  lie  f«f 
eidtiTg  Thuridffly,  Deeembef  tt*  i8ys,  pikjpl 
from  id]*  deaths  in  the  City  of  Kcw  \«nrdBVi 
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Tables: 

the  twelve    months  ending  December  31,  1875, 
407-471,  recapitulation,  473.  473. 

Cellani,  privies,  and  yards,  disinfection  of.  during  the 
summer  of  the  year  1874.  240 ;  diuring  the  sununei 
of  I  he  year  1875,  341. 

Cemetery,  percentage  of  burials  in  each,  to  total 
number  of  interments  during  the  year  1875,  623. 

Certificates,  imperfect,  transcripts  and  searches  of  the 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  number 
of  burial  permits,  etc.,  during  the  years  1874  and 
1875.  635  ;  of  dramage  of  parts  ana  parcels  of  land 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  from  May 
z,  Z874,  to  Dec  mber  31, 1875,  etc.,  180. 

CaUdren  bom  in  the  year  1874.  nativity  of  parents 
of,  W3,   59^  ;  deaths  of,  under  five  years  of  age. 
each  day.  for  the  year  ending  December  ^x.  1874,  ' 
and  total  mortality,  anrs,  for  the  year  endmg  De-  I 
cember  31,  1875,  ana  total  mortality,  373  ;    mor- 
tality, Z07.  zoo,   ixo,  a6o.  370,  373.  273.  374-395. 
306-342.  346-484.  486.  ago,  494.  495.  496.  498.  500, 
503,   50A.   506,  508,  J36,  539.  556,   S76,  578 ;  na- 
tivity of  parents  of,  bom  in  New  Yoric  City  and  | 
reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Stattttics  during  | 
the    year    Z875,    594,    595  ;    number   of,    borne  ] 
by  each  mother,  as  collected  from  the  returns  of 
burths   received    in    this   bureau   for   the  twelve  1 
months    ending   December   3Z,    Z87A.    588,    589, 
for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31,  Z875, 
^90,  59Z  :  ( ne  year  old  and  under,  mortality  of, 
in    Z874,  in   the  principaL  infimts'  hospitals  and 
in  the  entire  city.  474,  47sr  in  Z875.  476,47^^ :  still- 
bom,  nativity  of  parents  of.  m  New  York  City.  &nd 
reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  dunng  the 
year  t875,  6x8,  6x9  ;  tmder  five  years  of  age,  mor- 
tality of,  in  New  York,  during  the    five    years 
ending  December  3Z,  Z87J5,  360;  under  five  years 
of  ase,  per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaths  of,  had 
to  the  total  mortality  at  all  ages,  5^6. 

Children's  Aid  Society,  industrial  schools,  etc.,  work 
and  results  of  vaccination  in,  Z39. 

Cohn's  solution  and  salicylic  aad.  7zz. 

Colored  departments  in.-luded  in  grammar  depart- 
ments of  grammar  schools,  vaccination  in,  female 
classes,  131  ;  male  classes.  130 

Colored  public  schoob.  work  and  results  of  vaccina- 
tion in.  Z38. 

Comparative  mortality  in  five  consecutive  years,  ab- 
st  act  exhibiting  the  annual,  by  classes  of  causes, 
and  from  twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases, 
338 ;  in  the  wmter  quarter  in  five  consecutive 
years,  by  classes  of  causes,  and  Irom  twenty-two 
of  the  principal  diseases,  339  :  of  the  ^ring  quarter, 
340:  for  the  summer  quarter,  34Z  ;  of  the  autumnal 
quarter.  342. 

Comparison  of  enumerated  populatioitt  in  1865  and 
187^,  and  the  mortality  in  each  year,  by  age 
periods,  and  classes,  witn  the  death-rates  in  them. 
578. 

Condemned,  and  seized  by  the  Sanitary  Company, 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  for  the  year  1874,  65 ;  for  the  year 
X875, 65. 

Condensed  summary  of  the  records  of  death  in  New 
York,  in  the  ten  years  from  1866-1875.  by  classes  of 
causes  in  the  diflferent  age  periods,  witn  percent- 
age of  each.  576,  577. 

Consolidated  abstract  of  deaths  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  from  all  causes,  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  ^z.  Z875,  406 ;  causes  of  deaths 
in  New  York  City  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  3Z,  Z874. 346-403,  recapitulation,  404,405. 

Coroners,  number  of  case^  of  deaths,  marriages  and 
births  referred  to,  with  the  number  of  bunal  per- 
mits, etc.,  during  the  years  z8;^4  and  Z875,  625. 

Course  of  mortality  from  predominant  causes  of  death, 
day  by  day.  in  the  year  t874,  with  the  daily  record 
of  mean  temperature  and  mean  barometric  pressure, 
274-284  ;  day  by  day,  in  the  year  Z875,  etc,  385- 
395. 

Croton  water,  average  of  results  obtained  from  a 
weekly  examination  of,  during  the  paai  four  years, 
648  ;  results  given  in  parts  in  zoo,ooo,  645,  647  ;  re- 
sults given  in  U.  S  gallon  of  33z  cubic  inches,  643- 
6^ ;  the  average  results  of  the  weekly  examina- 
tions of,  63. 
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Dates  of  organization  of  wards  and  the  progress  of 
population  in  them,  in  the  City  of  New  York  from 
Z790  to  1875,  558. 

Dead  cf  New  York  City,  disposition  of,  during  the 
year  1874.  as  collected  from  the  Records  of  Deaths 
of  the  bureau  of  Vital  Sutittics  of  tlie  Health 
Department,  63Z.  633. 

Death,  abstract  of,  re«^istered  facts  conceming  time 
from  attack  till,  and  the  complicating  maladies  in 
the  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  m  1874,  56Z,  in  Z875, 
562  ;  in  New  York  in  the  ten  years  from  1866-Z875, 
condensed  summary  of  the  records  of],  oy  classes  of 
causes  in  the  different  age  periods,  with  percentage 
of  each,  576,  577  ;  rates,  comparison  c^.  m  enumer- 
ated populations,  in  1865  and  Z875.  and  the  mortality 
in  each  year,  by  a^e  periods,  and  classes,  578 ; 
rate  in  tne  population  at  each  ace  period,  and 
number  of  deaths  in  each  period  of  life,  census  of 
x8^5. 370  ;  rates,  exhibiting  the  distribution  of  popu- 
lation and  the  variation  ot;  fi^m  all  causes  and  fi-om 
zymotic  di^ases  in  the  different  wardi  and  dis- 
tricts  and  their  relations  to  the  density  of  the 
.population,  census  and  records  of  X875,  5^4.  555. 

DeaUis.  abstract  of,  certified  as  dependent  upon 
nephria  or  Bright's  disease  of  the  kioneys,  535,  for 
Z875,  528;  accidental,  Z874.  53>-533.  1875.  534- 
536  ;  course  of  mortality  from  predominant  causes 
of.  day  by  day  in  the  year  1874.  with  the 
daily  record  of  mean  temperature  ancl  mean  barom 


etric  pressure,  274-28A,  day  by  day,  in  the  year 
1875,  285-295  ;  by  phthisis  pulmonalis,  abstract  of 
the  record  of,  in  the  City  of  New  York  for  the 


i; 


twelve  months  ending  December  3Z,  1874.  482- 
487.  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31.  Z873,  488,  489 :  by  phthisis  pulmonalis,  ab- 
stract of  tne  record  of,  in  the  City  (^  New 
York  in  z87^.  490-493 ;  by  small-pox  in  the  City 
of  New  York  from  Z804  to  1876.  9Z ;  by  suicide, 
in  the  year  1874,  54  z,  in  the  year  Z875,  547- 
-5Z ;  city,  still-biruis  and  bodies  in  transitu,  num- 
ler  of  burial  permits  issued  for.  during  the  years 
Z874  and  Z875,  with  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
cases  of  deaths  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  number 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts  and  searches  of 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  the 
same  period.  625 ;  consolidated  causes  of,  in  New 
York  City  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
3t.  Z874.  346.  403,  recapitulation,  404,  405 ;  due 
directly  or  remotely  to  intemperance  for  the  year 
z8^5.  showing  the  diseases  connected  therewith, 
with  nativity,  age,  etc..  of  each  victim.  5za-52^  ; 
due  directly  or  remotely  to  intemperance  in  tne 
twelve  months  ending  December  ^1,  Z874,  showing 
the  diseases  coimected  therewith,  with  nativity, 
a^e.  etc..  of  each  victim,  496-509 ;  from  zymotic 
diseases  registered  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31,  Z874,  306,  307.  registered  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  December  3Z,  Z875,  308, 
309,  registered  during  the  twelve  weeks  and  tliree 
days  endinc  Satiurday,  March  28.  Z874.  310,  3zz, 
registered  during  the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Satur- 
day, June  37,  1874,  3Z2.  3Z3,  registered  during  the 
thirteen  weeks  endfing  Saturday,  September  26, 
1874.  3Z4.  3x5,  roistered  dunng  tne  thirteen 
weeks  and  five  days  eziding  Saturday,  December 
3z.  1874,  3z6.  3x7,  registered  during  the  twelve 
weeks  and  two  days  ending  Saturday.  March  27, 
1875,3x8.319.  registered  during  the  thirteen  weeks 
ending  Saturday,  Jtme  26.  1875.  320.  32X.  regis- 
tered during  the  thirteen  weeks  endii^  Saturday, 
September  25,  1875,  322,  32?,  registered  during 
the  thirteen  weeks  and  six  days  ending  Friday, 
December  ^i,  1875,  324.  32^  ;  from  all  causes,  con- 
solidated abstracts  of,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  3Z, 
187^.  406 :  in  the  City  of  New  York  from  all  causes 
dunng  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
>875. 407-47^.  recapitulation,  472,  ^73  ;  in  the  City 
of  New  York  from  all  causes  m  quinqueimial 
periods  during  the  twelve  and  three-seventh  weeks 
ending  Saturday,  March  28, 1871,  328.  329,  during 
.._    .!-_ » ^'   -'"uurday  • 


the  thuteen  weeks  ending  Saturday.  June  27,  X874, 
-"   '--,  during  the  thirteen  weeks  endinj^  Satur- 
ptember  26,  Z874,  332,  333,   dunng  the 
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durteen  viA  fivc-!»cvettth  weeks  ending  ThuTwlay. 
iiw^mber  3*.  t»7*,  il4t  335*  (^tiring  the  year 
ending  Th|ir«Jay.  Defxmbcr  31.  iS?^*  ^36,  ^37  i 
octUJ-eifie  each  vtfk  by  cli»ei>  fim  quartci  endure  ^ 
March  alt  (874.  >*^.  *tcond  quarter  endms  June 
27^  16741  \43i  third  quarter  cDdiiig  September  76, 
rl^l,  34 J,  ioiirtb  quarter  ending  Deceiabef  ji, 
if- 4,  344,  ftm  quarter  wdiug  Mai%} 
3:44  f  second  quarter  ending  June   36, 


,  June  =6p  1875,  34S* 
thtpd  qtiarter  ending  hefitecnber  »5,  ifl?}*  J45* 
fourth  quarter  Hiding  December  31,  1875,  ^s  ^ 
of  child ren  under  five  yean  of  age,  each  day  itjf 
the  year  ending  December  ^1,  1374,  smd  total  mor- 
tnltiy,  «7»,  for  the  year  ending  Decemlper  31, 187s, 
and  tDtal  mortality*  37:; :  of  children  under  Ave 
ycwn  of  ^ge^  per  centum  mttD  to  the  total  mortality 
jU  bJI  ages^  S56 ;  of  fKrfcins  in  New  York  Lily 
diirlti^  the  year  tlys*  interroenis  of,  *nd  af  itilf- 
bom  inlaiil?^  604  ;  of  perioui^  ninety  yean  aid  and 
upward  in  New  Vork«  during  the  year  1874,  63S  to 
btiy  during  the  ycstt  ^875,  *3?-^35  ;  rcctirdi  of,  ef 
the  Bureau  of  V  Ltii  Ktatucict  cf  the  Ufiith  Depart, 
ment,  diaipo^Jtinn  of  the  dead  of  New  York  City 
during  the  year  i&7J,6tt,  6?»  ;  River»ide  Hwpii^, 
105,  ic7h  toc^  tits :  showing  the  number  of,  in  each 
period  of  life  ^cenius  L&7C  I  and  the  death-rate  in 
the  papubtion  at  each  nge- period,  rfQ. 

De^edenii,  >iex,  jige^  and  nativity  of  the*  frocn 
Brijght*c  disease,  <^i6 1  «ex,  nativity,  and  age  of, 
from  itephnjt  or  Bright'*  di«cii*e  m  (87  5,  539- 

X)iphtheria,  abstract  of  regii,tered  fucts  concemutg 
bme  from  attuck  till  death  and  the  complicating 
inabdic«  lit  the  fatal  caais  ol*  in  1874^  561  ;  in  1875* 

Dirt,  ttrect,  analyse*  fif,  taken  in  New  York  City, 
tzt  »®4 

Duease,i  Mrighty  occupation  of  victims  of,  597i  $30 ; 
Of  nephrii*,  nAimiy^  age,  and  *ex  of  tae  dece^ 
denti  from,  in  {875,  ^39 1  icx,  iig¥«  and  ttativity  of 
the  decedents  from,  520. 

Disease  cf  the  kidneys,  Brig^ht*!,  or  neptiria,  abstract 
of  deaths  certified  at  ilcpendent  upun^  535  :  for 
1875.  5JB 

Diseases  connected  with  deii^  due  directly  or  re- 
motel y  to  intemperance,  fni-  ihe  year  1875,  with 
nativity,  age.  ere,  ofe-ich  \4cnm,  ^is-^zj  ;  deaths 
connected  with^  di recti v  or  remotely  Hue  to  intem- 
perance, in  the  twelve  months  ending  I>ecem' 
bet  11,  1874,  496-5C39  :  principal,  abstract  exhibit- 
tag  the  annual  comparative  mortality  in  five  cpoa- 
aeputive  ye^r^,  by  cl;ui»<eA  of  causes,  3^8  :  priDCipHl^ 
absmirt  exhibiting  the  ^annual  comparative  mor- 
lality  in  five  consec  itive  year^  in  the  winter 
quarter,   by  cla^i^es  of  c^iKesK  jjg.  of  the  spring 

auaner.  540,  for  the  niriimcr  quarter.  141,  m 
ve  autumnal  quarter*  ^1 ;  rymotic^  and  from 
all  cnu^MC^,  exhibitini^  the  aistribution  of  population 
and  the  va,tiation  of  death  rates  from,  in  ihe  different 
wards,  and  districts,  and  their  reUtinna  to  the 
density  of  the  popuLation,  census  and  records  of 
i^7^t  ^^*  5SS :  lyrnotic,  deaths  tttim.  regineifid 
dunng  the  twelve  months. ending  Ueccrnber  ji, 
iB7^,  306,  307,  registered  during  the  twelve  months 


ending  December  jr.  1^75,  it8,  y^.  registered 
during  the  twelve  week*  and  three  days  enditvg 
Saturday,    Mjirch   18,   1874,  310^  311,    roistered 


1*3^  roistered  during  the  thirteen  weeks  and  1 
days  end ini;  Saturday.  December  3 t,  18^4, 116,  3 


durinff  the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Sattirday,  June 
J17,  1874,  jii,  J 1 3,  regisiered  during  the  thirteen 
wedct  ending  Saturday^  Sepi ember  *6,^  rB74.   314, 

registered  during  the  twelve  weeks  and  two  days 
ending  ?ati*nJay.  March  37,  1875^  iiS,  319.  reg- 
istered during  the  thirteen  weeks  cnatng  Sal  urday. 
June  a6,  1875,  jjo,  3*t»  regiitered  during  the 
thirteen  w?ceks  ending  Saturd^iy,  September  i^, 
1875,  jas,  [jtjp  registered  during  the  thirteen 
weeks  and  sax  days  ending.  Friday.  December  jt, 
'875,  314,  i?5.  rymotic,  in  hospitals,  tenement- 
houses,  ana  other  dwellings,  mortality  by  the 
pi-incipal,  during  the  year  1174,  in  Hew  York  City, 
4f8.  4j^.  during  the  yettr  1S73,  480.  481. 
Bisuifection  o<  povies.  yard*  and  cellars,  during  die 
summer  of  the  year  187^,  740,  ot  the  yejir  1875, 


id  &ttiiaK*va% 

aacs  dsffiog  tie  fiB 

,479;  dwioii^fA 
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341  ^  itneef  gutters  fune  t  t&  S^eenibcr  ?^  iH 
sjS^  May  2-?  10  Aiijgu«t  4.  1*75,  9-^ 

Disirif"     ;  ial,  diirung  the  fus^wraftlsLttL 

i  tcp"  d^d  of  New  V<«kCity  ioBK^ 

y^f         .  ilEected  from  the  i^ar^ctfdaMtf 

the  liiirc;^  u  ot  Vital  Sea.tisdcs  of  the  If  Alft  Sqs^^ 
meiii,  6a 1, 6a^  -^^-^ 

Distrii^  «nd  wards^   cxhibitii^  the 
populatkn  and  the  Yana-ttoi  oTdcwtll 
cAU«e»  And  Ihpni  fymstic  «liHjM«-  ■■ 
tionSi   to    tfie    density   of    ibc 
rccr^rdsfff  1*75.  554.  5*55. 

Dramage  of  parts  arid  parcels  flf  laB^cB«ifi^4 
issued  by  tlic  Smnt  tary  Sup^nicsdeat,  frias  Mif  ^ 
1874.  to  tlc^ciiabei  jt,  iBjy  etc,  %%o, 

Draper,  Daniel,  fkliaervcr  otCoilxa]  Ftefc 
lory.  nieictrc^Ioz^csM  otncmtima  fee  ih 
"fl""':  '         '  rnber  ji,  tl74. 

^="'  :i96->ji»:  file  die  t»el^i 

Dwellings,    t.ijcni£ni.heit»»  aod 
by  the   principai   zymotic  da 
1874,  in  New  York  Ci(y.  47i, 
187^,  480.  481, 

Examuiatiofi^  weekty«  of  Cr«on  wais,  tbe  a«^ 
results  of.  63. 

Eadiibiting  the    diatnbtidon   of  populafeivi  mi  ic 
Yanation  of  de»tli  rat«»  Cram  alf  am^  md,  ^m 
^motic  dise^iKs,  in  the  di^ercnt  wA  aad 
and   their  wJadoos   lo  the  density  st 
census  records  of  1875,  554,  555, 

fatal  ^aaes  of  dsphtheru.  absbaci  ei"       

conceniiaig   time    from   utack  all  dcack  mi  im 
coBiplicaitng  lOAJadie*  in  1874-  s6«  -'  «  i^5*<fi» 

Female  cJwses.  gramnxar  depan^matt  of  gniMnrr 
acheol*,  mcuuciaa  in,  13,  ;  phnarr  icfc**  »d 
primary  dcfttrtment^  oi  eranuKsr  sdn^v^^A- 
tion.  in,  tj^H^ 

Fish,  meat,  etc,  amount  of,  vtaxd  and  csode^ndlf 
the  Sanilari'  Company  for  tlie  j&v  itt«.4«;fv 
the  year  f  875,  65.  '  "^^ 

Grammaf  department  of  gi^temar  iLfiuii^L  I'Miit 
QOn  lEii  reiQale  cl^ma,  iji  ;  mile  clj»iX  i|& 

GiamroarichooU,ei»jnmar  defMr^cne  c4«w;^*- 
tion  in,  remaJe  -faairff,  sjk  ^    tnaJe  dt^mm,  z^ 

Grammar  schools^  primai-y  schools  aad  pfiaey  4t> 
paitmenis  of,  vaccination  m,  female  dbv^  iit; 
nudle  classes,  13  s. 

Gutters,  street^  d^nfection  of,  June  1  bs  ^  jUs^iii  yi, 
187*.  .Jjfi. ;.  May  S3  to  AttsEiK^  4,  1^5,  wj^ 

Htwjjitfll,   RivejTiide,  census   1873,    x^^;   Zi 
104,  106, 108  ;  deaithi.  105. 107,  lOQ 
iia. 

Hoe^tab,  infancs",  and  in  tbe  attim  Caiji  aamv 
chddren  under  one  year  of  aM,  in  tbe  fw  > 
47^r4n  :  principal  infants',  and  in  tlse  cal«*«m, 
mortahty  of  children  on«  year  old  and  naJea 
1V74.  474.  47 S.'  ^nemenc-liDiiBs  and  oi^er  4wK- 
ings.  mortality  by  the  pnneiiial  cyttoiie  dp^H»« 
during  the  year  1874  m  2icm  Vw%  City,  ^m^ 
dunng  the  year  1875,  4S0.  481. 

Imperfect  certificates,  tianscr^t!^  and  MLaiLJci  rf^t 

rec^rd^  of  births,  marriaee^t  and    [|  ilw   nhn  rf 

burial  permits,  eoc,  dyrine  th«  yean  ifci  lad 

Increase  of  popubtion.  364. 

Industrial.  Chtldren's  Aid  Sodbty.  ■^w^k,  ^,««k 
and  results  of  vaccinaticiti  in,  lao. 

fnebriateii,  occnpatjon  of,  51*1^  511,  j^|^ 

Infant  mortality,  jj.  c6,  107,  so^  1 1^  i«iii»  ay^  9^ 
?73.  *74'^S.  3e6-^4a.  M^^^K**  4K.  ^90,  49.  ^f^ 
4^6,  4pS.  5^.  SM.  ^ai,  S06,  joft,  ^^  5,^  ^  gC 

Infanis*  btHpitak,  and  in  ilic  emxre  city*  mat^  tf 
childmn  trader  «oe  year  of  ac*  ■«  ik  ym»  m, 
47fip  477  :  pnDCtpal,  and  in  Ibc  esntife  exf,  namMf 
of  children  one  yeaf  old  and  uada-  b  !•}«.  ts^ 

,  4?S*     . 

Infants,  mterments  of  stSI-boen,  ani  fil  pc^am  «W 
died  in  New  Vork  City  dunn^  the  year  m§j%  ^ 

Ifkspcctocsi.  vaccinatioti.  percentage  of  sssoc^  «raA 
months  f »»  t9i. 

Intemperanee.  deaths  due  di7ee:tly  Of 
for  the  yar  1875,  showing  the  At 
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therewith,  with  nativity,  age,  etc.,  of  each  victim, 
513-523  ;  in  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31, 1874,  showing  the  diseases  connected  therewith, 
with  nativity,  age,  etc.,  of  each  victim,  496-509. 
.  Interments  of'^  still-bom  infants  and  of  persons  who 
died  in  New  York  City  during  the  year  1875,  624 ; 
percentage  of  bunals  in  each  cemetery  to  total 
number  of,  durins  the  year  1875. 623. 

Kidnevs,  Bnght's  disease  of,  or  nephria,  abstract  of 
deaths  certified  as  dependent  upon,  525  ;  for  1875, 
5a8. 

.Lamds,  certificates  of  drainage  parts  and  parcels  of, 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  fax>m  May 
X,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875,  x8o. 

Male  classes,  grammar  departments  of  grammar 
schools,  vaccination  in,  130  ;  primary  schools  and 
primary  departments  of  grammar  schools,  vaccina- 
tion in,  133. 

Marriages,  abstract  of  the  registry  of,  m  the  City  of 
New  York,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1874,  500.  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31. 1875,  600 :  births,  cases  of  deaths  re- 
ferred to  the  coroners,  with  the  number  of  burial 
permits,  etc..  during  the  years  1874  and  1875,  625  ; 
nationalities  by  countries,  1874.  608  ;  registered  m 
the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  nativity  of  persons, 
during  the  past  ten  years,  6x3. 

Married  persons,  nativity  of.  during  the  year  1875, 
6x0,6x1. 

Meat,  fish,  etc.,  aimotmt  of,  seized  and  condemned  by 
the  Sanitary  Company  for  the  year  X874,  65  ;  for 
the  year  1875,  65. 

Meteorological  observations,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  3X,  1874,  condensed  from  daily 
observations  of  Director  Daniel  Draper.  Observer 
ol  Central  Park  Observatory.  396-300:  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31,  X875,  30X-305. 

Mortality,  abstracts  of  the.  in  first  quarter  of  x8^4, 
336 ;  m  second  quarter  of  1874,  336 ;  in  third 
quarter  of  1874,  337  ;  in  fourtti  quarter  of  X874, 
337. 

Mortality,  an  abstract  exhibiting  in  five  consecutive 
yeara  uie  aimual  comparative,  by  classes  of  causes, 
and  from  twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases,  338; 
by  the  principal  zymotic  dbeases  in  hospitals,  tene- 
ment-houses, and  other  dwellings,  during  the  year 
X874.  in  New  York  City,  478,  479,  during  the 
year  187^,  480,  48X ;  comparative,  m  the  winter 
quarter,  m  five  consecutive  years,  by  classes  of 
causes,  and  from  twenty-two  of  the  principal  dis- 
eases, 339,  of  the  spring  quarter.  340,  for  the 
summer  quarter,  341.  of  the  autumnal  quarter,  34a; 
course  of,  fit>m  predominant  causes  ot  death,  day 
by  day,  in  the  year  X874,  with  the  daily  record  of 
mean  temperature  and  mean  barometric  pressure. 
374-384.  day  by  day.  in  the  year  x87^,  385-305  ; 
from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  abstract  of,  m  the  City 
of  New  York  in  X875.  404  ;  in  each  year,  by  age- 
periods  and  classes,  with  Uie  death  rates  in  them, 
comparison  of  enumerated  population  in  X865  and 
X875,  578  ;  infiuit  and  children,  55,  56,  X07, 109.  xxo, 
360,  270.  373.  273.  274-395.  306-343.  346-484,  486, 
490,  494.  495.  496,  49i?.  500.  Soa.  504.  5o6,  508.  536, 
5^>  556.  576,  578 :  of  childx^en,  one  year  old  and . 
tmder,  in  1874.  in  the  principal  inSemts'  hoqntals, 
and  in  the  entire  city,  47^,  475 ;  of  children,  under 
five  years  of  age,  in  New  York,  dtuing  five 
years  ending  December  3X,  X875.  360 ;  of  children, 
tmder  one  year  of  age,  in  Uie  year  1875,  in 
the  infants'  nospitals,  and  in  the  entire  city,  476, 
477  ;  rate  of,  from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  in  every 
x,ooo  of  the  population  in  age-periods,  560  :  rate  of, 
from  phthisis  pu'monalis.  in  every  x,o3o  ot  the  popu* 
lation.  m  the  respective  wards,  569 ;  showing  total, 
and  the  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
each  day.  fiar  the  year  ending  December  31,  X874, 
379,  in  the  year  ending  December  31,  1875.  373 ; 
summary  showing  oercentage  of.  from  phtlmis»  at 
different  periods  of^life  in  New  York,  in  1875.  49c  ; 
tola!,  at  aul  ages,  per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaths 
of  children  under  five  yean  of  a^e  had  to,  556. 

Nationalities,  marriages,  oy  cotmtnes,  187^,  608. 

l^ativity  of  panots  «^  children  bom  hi  New  York 
City,  and  reportea  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statiatici, 
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during;  the  year  1874,  593,  593  ; 

bom  in  the  year  Z875,  594,  595 :  .  

still-born  in  New  York  City,  and  reported  to  the 


parents  of  children 
parents  of  children 


Bureau  of  Vital  Sutistics  during  the  year  1874,  6x6, 
6x7;  parents  of  still-bom  infimts,  in  New  Yoik  City, 
during  the  year  X87S,  6x8,  619  ;  parents,  retum  of 
still-births,  and  period  of  utero-gestation  for  the  past 
six  years,  630 ;  parents,  retum  of  still-births  and 
the  period  of  utero-gesution.  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31.  X874,  6x4,  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  3X,  1875,  6x5;  persons 
married  during  the  year  X875,  6x0,  611 ;  persons 
whose  marriages  were  registered  m  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics  during  the  past  ten  years,  6x3 ;  pop- 
ulation. 637. 
Nephria  or  Bright's  disease,  nativity,  age,  and  sex  of 
tbe  decedents  from,  in  1875,  ^39;  occupation  of 
victims  of,  537,  530 ;  of  the  kidneys,  abstract  of 
deaths,  certified  as  dependent  upon,  535,  for  X875, 

Nmety  years  old  and  upward,  deaths  of  persons  in 
New  York  during  the  year  X874,  638-63X.  during 
the  year  X875. 632-635. 

Number  of  bunal  permits  issued  for  city  deaths,  still- 
births, and  bodies  in  transitu  during  tne  years  1874 
and  X875,  with  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
cases  ot  deaths  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  number 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts,  and  searches  of 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  the 
same  period.  635  ;  children  bora  by  each  mother  as 
collected  from  the  returns  of  births  received  in  this 
bureau  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  3X, 
X874. 588. 589.  for  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31, 1875,  590,  59X. 

Observations,  meteorological,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  X874,  condensed  firom  daily 
observations  of  Director  Daniel  Draper,  Observer 
of  Central  Park  Observatoiy,  296-300;  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31, 1875, 301-305. 

Occupation  of  inebriates,  5x0,  5x1,  524. 

Operations,  surgical,  X874,  537,  538 ;  1875,  539,  540. 

Organization  of  wards,  dates  of,  and  the  progress  of 
population  in  them,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  from 
X790  to  X875,  558. 

Parents  of  children,  nativity  of,  bom  in  New  York 
City,  and  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, 
during  the  year  1874.  592, 593  ;  nativity  of,  bom  in 
the  year  1075,  594>  595  •  stifl-bom,  nativity  of,  in 
New  York  City,  and  reported  to  the  Biureau  of 
Vital  Statistics,  during  the  year  X874,  6x6,  6x7  : 
still-bom  infants,  nativity  of,  in  New  Yoric  City, 
during  the  year  X875,  618,  6x0.  . 

Parents,  showing  the  nativity  of,  retum  of  still-births, 
and  period  of  utero-gestation  for  the  past  six  years, 
6 JO ;  the  nativity  of,  retum  of  stiil-births,  and  the 
period  of  utero-gestation  tor  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  X874,  614,  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  3X.  X875,  6x5. 

Percentage  of  burials  in  each  cemetery  to  total  ntimber 
of  interments  during  the  year  i^S»  623 ;  of  mor- 
tality from  phthisis,  summary  at  ainerent  periods 
of  life,  in  New  .  Yoric,  m  1875,  495 ;  of  success 
of  inspectors  for  each  month,  vaccination,  xao,  lax. 

Per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaths  from  children 
tmder  five  years  of  age  had  to  the  total  mortality  at 
all  ages,  556. 

Period  of  utero-gestation,  return  of  still-births  showing 
the  nauvtty  ot  parents,  for  the  past  six  years,  630  ; 
retum  of  still-Dirtha,  diowing  tne  nativity  of  par- 
ents, for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
X874,  6x4,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31,  1875,  6x5. 

Peraiits  of  burial,  number  of,  issued  for  city  deaths, 
still-births,  and  bodies  in  transitu  during  tne  years 
1874  and  187^,  with  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
cases  of  deatm  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  niunDer 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts,  and  searches 
of  the  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
lor  the  same  period,  625. 

PhthUis  pulmonalis,  abstract  of  mortality  from,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  1875,  494  ;  abstract  of  the 
record  of  deaths  by.  in  New  York  City,  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1874,  ^8a, 
487,   for  the  twelve    months   ending    Decanoer 


8o4 


deftihs  hj 
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eheiiT  reUiion^  Us  the  daruity  of  popuk- 


of    the    KCDrd    of 

by,  in  die  CUy  of  New  York,  ui  tSjj*  49&- 

4^1 ;  rate  of  moT^Uty  Itodi*  tn  ev«ry  iiooo  of  the 
(njpuktkm,  ifi  mge  pehoda.  ^,  in  the  rejipectiife 

pliChiiu,  »uiiini»ry  «hownig  perccfitafe  of  mortality 
ftcHfl«  At  difTerezit  pciiocU  of  life,  in  Hew  Vurk  in 
iBf  c^  495. 

FopuUtfon,  exhibiting  the  diftlributton  of.  and  the 
^anaii'isin  of  death  raict  from  all  Ciii»o»  mo4  trtm 
x^rraulic  di.'vaics  in  the  differemi  Hrards  and  du- 
tricb^  an^  cheir 
tico,  a 

of,  964  ;  pto^re*  *>(,  m  wardi,  daija  ol  organi 
in  tht  City  of  Kew  York»  from  1790  lo  1875^  558 

B^pulAtitiaft,  ccmpari-on  of  etiufncmiedt  irt  1065  uid 
1871^ and  the  mortality  in  each  year*  by  age- periods, 
■Tig  rlaitun^  with  the  death- rates  in  them^  ^78. 

Priurydcpaiirtnten&  ufg^n^mAr^chooU,  uta  primary 
tchoolft,  vaccination  in^  female  cbaees^    ijtj, :   male 

PrittiAry  ^hook,  and  primary  depart  tnenttofBrajsiiiiar 
fichi>r»ls^  vaccuiatkiQ  in,  fem^e  claii^,  tj^ ;  jniJe 
claj^if  133, 

PriYies,  yafdfti  andcdbfSv  disinfeerttoti  ofj  dinniifi  1^ 
«ucnnieTof  tile  year  1874,  440  ;  iS>f$i  i^i* 

Pubi  c  schooliit  ctdared,  work  and  results  of  vaccina^ 
tii>D  In,  f  ?l ;  virtirk  and  results  of  vaecinaiton^  not 
inclu   ii)g  Dal  bred  &chooU,  1^7,  m3, 

Piitm< mails,  pbtbisif',  abstract  'UT  mortality  from^  in  the 
City  cff  New  York,  in  1875,  404  ;  abitraci  of  the 
record  of  dearths  by,  in  New  Vork  Ciiy,  for  the 
twelve  m'ontbs  ending  December  3.1 «  1B74,  aSt, 
487,  fpr  the  twelve  monthf  ending  December 
ir,  1S75,  4flB-48g  ;  aliitract  ot  the  rco^rd  of  d«iilha 
by*  in  the  City  of  Kew  Yt  rk,  in  t87|.  49Q^9J  ! 
rate  cjf  tuort^lity  ttntn,  m  every  i.ooo  «ff  the  pOfM* 
tat  ion,  ID  age -periods,  56^',  in  the  respective  warac, 

Quihquennial  tieriod^t  death*  in  the  City  of  New 
York  frotn  aU  cataef^  during  the  twelve  and  three- 
seventh  weeks  eaainR  Saturday,  Mptrch  iS^  iBfUt 
336,339;  duiing;  the  thirteen  wee k^  ending  Siitw- 
dny^  June  3;,  1874,  330,  '^31  ;  dkixing  the  ifairte^en 
weeks  ending  Saitird.iy,  September  j6.  1874,333^ 
3JJ  ;  dwring  the  thirteen  and  five-sevenUi  we^ 
ending  Thunday,  December  31,  1874,  334,  3351 
dTiHng   the  year  endijig  Thttttdav.  DeceDili>er  >i. 

^  i8?4.  33^^..  337. 

Rabies,  canine,  cases  oi,  by  oinnths  and  feafoni,  7^4 

Rate  oi  mortality  from  phthi^i^  ptiLiBon;ili&,  in  every 
t,o0o  of  the  |]Mjpalation,  in  agr^pengdi,  s^g :  the 
reipective  wards,  569. 

ReCApitulatinn,  deaths  in  the  City  o(  New  Yark« 
from  all  uaiisci,  during  the  twelve  mrinths  endtn; 
December  jt,  1874^  4Q4-4o>  :  during  the  iwcive 
mofiihs  ending  December  31*  1875,  47a  to  473. 

Record^  oJ  birth*,  marrisp^es^  and  deaths,  trajoicriptt 
and  searches  of,  imperiect  certificates.,  the  number 
of  burial  permits,  etc,  <  uring  the  vears  iB74and 
tSfS,  6?!  :  deaths,  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Stmfiftict 
of  the  Health  UeparttnKit,  difpcHiiion  ckT  the  dead 
of  New  York  City  duhng  the  year  1874,  a4  coLJe^ted 
fromt  61 1,  6?j, 

Regiitered  facta,  abstract  of,  r-  —  -  rime  from 
att«ick  Cill  death,  and  the  con  I  tdtes  in 

the  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria^  i  n    1S75, 

36s;  marriagK.  in  the   Burca.  ^  :■?   Vitai  >tati&tic», 
nativity  orper^om,  ditring  thejjast  ten  yeams,  611. 

ReMry  of  birth*,  abstract  of.  in  the  City  cif  New 
York,  for  tbe  twelve  inotith^  ending  December  31, 
t*f4,  5^4^  585 :  for  the  tweke  mondis  ending 
December  jj,  1875.  5S6.  5S7 

Rcgifirv  of  marriages,  atTstract  of.  in  the  City  of 
New  Vorkt  for  die  twelve  mi:iiiih»  cndinff  Decem- 
ber 31,  1874,  509  ;  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31,  1*75,  6ooh 

Report  of  woHe  performed  m  the  Sanitary  Bureau  for 
twenty  manthi.  May  i,  1S74,  to  December  31, 
t^5,  67. 

Rouhs  of  analyses  of  Croton  water,  given  In  grains 
U^  the  y.  S.  ^Lton  of  231  cubic  tnches.  d^j'-^j^i  | 
in  part$  in  loo^ocso.  645-647, 

Recum  of  still-birtha,  ihowing  the  nativity  ofparfiiti  | 


Tables: 

and  period  ofutero-sealatMW  iir  lilM»M^ 

6ao ;  for  the    twelvef   oaoofhs  ^odfiH^Oi^^ 

1874,  614.   ior  the   twelve  «i<Mli«  m6m$  S 

ber  ^i,  »fl75»  615. 
Riverside    Hc&pit^|]«  ceasitt    (§75.   td|:  a^i 

104,  id6,  idfl. ;  deaths,  tcis,  tof.  j«9 ;  ftiAAai^ 

110. 
Salicylic  acid  &od    Cohii*«  tBiiMaaa^  fit ;  m^ 

712. 
Sanitary  Bureau,  report  of  moth 

for  twenty    maitit}t&.    May  1.  1B744  m 

^  1875*  *-; 

^stftni^ry  LoBifAny,  vmotiqi  of  m^mi,  mk^ti^mam 
and  condciOBed  by  tlie,  ^w  the  yt^  ii7i.  H;  ^ 

the  y«ir  j  Sys*  65. 
Sanitary  SupTOEitefidau^  c«rttfkafiet  atf  doBifft  tf 

por&and  pnr-^k  -f  I^md  kumI  hy  dhe,lNtolbrv 

1B74,  to  Ik  ,  1671^.  s8tj^ 

EchooW.    £T  , 


hools, 


•  itimar 

pnniAJry    d^ielAnicsa  ei  mA 
vacciBasloa    ta,  fesale  d^« 
ftla^es,   13a. 
Sc'i>>iU,     Industr^t    Children^    Aid  Secx^.  ii^ 

M'Ork  and^t-esuib  ID,  t^. 
gchool<i.    primnr^^     a^id      prinuvy 

graiiini:ir  hdIiooIs,  — -— -*--'  - 

133  ;  maJe  cla^MEj^  tjj. 
Schoolis  ptjhlic,  colored* 

tion  in.  taB 
School*,  public,   worie  and  re^ta  oC  ncoaabaa  «, 

not  indudiiip:  colored  school):*  1x7",  nit. 
Small'pov  m  the  City  df  Mew  York,  dcaila  by*  Ntt 

1804  to  i87#,  -Qi. 
Solntton^  tjohn's,  and  iialicylic  acid.  711. 
Special  dirinfection  diirims  the  smrascr  of  tfe4.ati 
bpnng  iiuarter,   comp«muiife  laeetajky  m  ate  «b»> 

$ecutive    year%    b-y    ciamies    tiji  cjimmi    and  ii^ 

twenty-twf»  cif  the  prkicipa]  4&emsca  m*  34S>^ 
Statl^tic^.  Bkir^u  or  Vit^i   bircha  rataeifsd  iB  tH 

each    month    dtirii^    tbc    pai>t    ti^    yean^  sKf; 

nativity  of  panenla  of  ^ijdreii  bofs  «  Hew  fmk 

C  ity  and  report^^  to,  during  ciic  yov  liv^  sfjNk,  f 

nativity  otparentmoTchildxvnstill-boeii »  K««t 

City  and  reported  to,  durie^^  the  year 

^191    nativity  of  perscms   whoce 

regi<!icrcd  in,  during  the  pmat  ts 

the  H^lth  DcpaxtQigii,  dk^ij^xannft  the  1 


New  York  City  duriwm  ihc  ] 


■s«74-  > 


c  year  jty^ 
frofn    the    records    ol     deaiUb,  69 1^    69a : 

abstract  of  births  reg^iscejred  in  th«v  durinf 
nine  y^rs.  5^*6. 

Still^lnrths,  city  deatl»,  mad  bodies  m  ixstm 
berol  burtal  pennito  ivued   liar,  ^mmg  «he  f«^ 
1874  and  =875,  with  tbe  nunberofbii^tf^  mar-^" 
cases  ol  death*  Teferred  to  the  cowocr^  ^ 
bef   of    unpcrfect    ccsftillcate^    craiwTifitt^ 
seanErhe^  of  the  recovtla  of  hirtl^  viurHafts. 

d«vths  for  ^£  «aiae  perwd.  f^-  -  '■ ^^^  dl 

m£  the  nativity  of  poraits  4 

|!;[tMiition  for  the  p^  abr   y .  r 

iJiowmg  the  nativity  ofportrm^H  onu  mc 
uten?i't^es(atioo«    fcr    the    rwelve    m 
December  31,  1874,  614,  for  fhe  li 
(ending  December  31.  1S/5,  <»■$. 

StilM'jom  childroi,  nabvirr  of  pareiiia  oC,  in  Kew 
Yt>fk  City*  and  reportta  to  *%^  W-'r****  «*  Vlnl 
Statistics  during  be  year  t Br       "  '^m^, 

interment  of.  and   trf  penon  r* 

Ytjrk  City  during  the  y^ir  j.u^ 

nativity  or  parents  of,  in  Kew     tort,    1   >iy    i^uie^ 
the  year  1574,  6i4,  ftfy. 

Street  dirt,  analyses  of,  laleeo  tn  New  Yemk  C*ty»  uv 
1B4. 

Street  gutters,  di»nfectidfi  of,  Jttae  c  »@  SBpt^tiry 
JO,  il7^f  138 ;  May  >i  to  Af^UiC  a,  tCyS*  ^3^ 

Suicide,  dfeAihs  by,  in  the  year  1974.  5*t-s46;  ■ 
the  year  187 1  Ht-5S«' 

S  mntsry,  co  dcnnd,  of  tbe  inoemAifd  death  «a  Sem 
York  in  the  ten jr«^n  ^m  lae^iij^*  by  £|Mia  if 
cauiesin  the  iJiAerent  a^^^periods.  with  pefijHttppe 
of^ch,  57^.  577 ;  showing  pctixnt*^  oi  mmok;^ 
from  phthisrs  at  differc&t  penoda  m  life  at  K«v 
York  in  1875.435. 


8o5 


Tables: 

Summer  quarter,  comparative  mortality  in  five  con> 
secutive  yean,  by  clasMS  of  causes,  and  firom 
twenty-two  of  thejnincipal  diseases  in,  341. 

Superintendent,  Sanitary,  certificates  of  drainage  of 
parts  and  parcels  of  hmd  issued  by  the,  from  May 
z,  1874.  to  December  32,  1875,  z8o. 

Siurgical  operations,  1874,  537, 538 ;  1875,  539,  54a 

Temperature,  mean,  and  mean  barometric  pressure 
wim  the  daily  record  of,  day  by  day,  in  the  year 
187^,  course  oi  mortality  from  predominant  causes 
of  oeath,  374-284 ;  day  by  day,  in  the  year  1875, 
285.395. 

Tenement-houses,  hospitals  and  other  dwelling 
mortality  by  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  m, 
during  the  year  1874,  in  New  York  City,  478,  479  ; 
during  the  year  1875,  480, 481. 

Transcripts,  and  searches  of  the  records  of  births, 
marriages  ana  deaths,  imperfect  certificates,  the 
number  of  burial  permits,  etc.,  dmring  the  years 
1874  and  1875,  625. 

Urine  and  salicylic  acid,  7X2. 

Utero-Kestation,  period  of,  return  of  still-births  show- 
ing the  nativity  of  parents,  for  the  past  six  yean, 
620;  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
1874,  6x4,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31,  X875,  6x5. 

Vaccination  in  grammar  departments  of  grammar 
schools,  female  classes,  colored  departments  m- 
cluded,  X31,  male  classes,  230 ;  in  primary  schools 
and  primary  departments  of  grammar  schools, 
female  classes.  133,  male  classes,  133 ;  inspecton, 
percentage  of  success  of,  for  each  month,  120,  Z2x  ; 
work  and  results  of,  in  colored  public  schools,  228  ; 
in  Industrial,  Children's  Aid  Society  schools,  etc.. 
120;  in  public  schools,  not  including  colored 
schools.  127,  128.  ' 

Vital  Statistics,  Bureau  of,  births  received  in.  each  ' 
month  during  the  past  ten  yean,  507  ;  nativity  of  j 
parents  of  children  bom  in  New  York  City  and  1 
reportedto,  durire  the  year  1875, 504.595 ;  nativity 
of  parents  of  children  still-bom  in  New  York  City 
and  reported  to.  during  the  year  1875.  618.  619  ; 
nativity  of  persons  whose  marriages  were  registered  | 


Tables: 

Yearly  abstract  of  birdis  registered  in  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics,  during  the  past  nine  yean,  ^. 

Zymotic  diseases,  and  nnom  all  causes,  exhibitmg  the 
distribution  of  populatiooand  Uie  variatioii  of  death- 
rates  from,  in  the  different  wards  and  districts,  and 
their  relations  to  the  density  of  the  popubuion, 
census  and  records  of  2875,  554,  5<5  ;  de  tns  torn, 
registered  dunng  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  2874. 306, 307,  registered  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  32,  2875,  v>8,  309,  regis- 
tered during  the  twelve  weeks  and  three  days  end- 
ing Saturday,  March  28,  2874,310,  122,  registered 
during  the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Saturday,  Jime 
27,^2874,  3x2,  323,  registered  durwg  the  thirteen 
weeks  ending  &iturday,  September  26,  1874,  314, 
315.  registered  during  toe  thirteen  weeks  and  five 
days  ending  Saturday,  December  32. 2874, 3x6,  w, 
registered  during  the  twelve  weel»  ana  two  (lays 
ending  Satiu-day,  March  27,  2875,  ^18,  329,  regis- 
tered during  the  thirteen  weeks  ending;  Saturday, 
June  26.  2875, 320,  32Z,  registered  dunng  the  thir- 
teen weeks  ending  Saturday,  September  25.  2875, 
322,  ^23.  roistered  during  the  thirteen  weeks  and 
six  days  ending  Friday,  December  31,  2875,  324^ 
325  ;  pnncipal,  in  ho^itals,  tenement-houses,  and 
other  dwellings,  durmgj  the  year  1874,  in  New 
York  City,  478,  479.  dunng  the  year  1875,  480, 482. 


in,  during  the  past  ten  yean.  622. 

Vital  Statistics  or  the  Health  Department,  Bureau  of. 
disposition  of  the  dead  of  New  York  City  during 
the  year  2874,  as  collected  from  the  records  of 
deaths.  621.  622  ;  yearly  abstract  of  birdis  regis- 
tered in,  during  the  past  nine  yean,  ^96. 

Wards  and  distncts,  exhibiting  the  distnbution  of 
population  and  the  variation  of  death-rates  from 
zymotic  diseases,  and  from  all  causes,  and  their 
relations  to  the  density  of  the  population  census 
records  of  2875,  554,  5^5 ;   dates  of  organization 


gress  of  population    in    them 


of,  and  the  progrcs 

the  City  of  New  York,  from  X70o  to  1875,  ^58. 
Water.  Croton.  average  of  results  obtained  from  a 
weekly  examination  of,  during  the  past  four  yean. 
648 .    results  given  in  parts  m  100,000,  64^-648 ;  I 


results  given  m  U.  S.  gallon  of  232  cubic  inches, 
642-^4^  ;  the  ave 
aminations  of,  63. 


of  23] 
of  ;th. 


le  weekly  ex- 


Weekly  deaths,  by  classes— fint  (Quarter  ending 
March  28,  1874,  34^  ;  second  quaner  ending  June, 
27,  1874,  343  ;  third  quarter  ending,  .September  26,  , 
»o74»  343 ;  fourth  quarter  ending  December  31,  j 
X874,  344  :  fint  quarter  ending  March  27.  1875, 
344 ;  second  quaner  ending  June  26,  2875,  345 ; 
third  quarter  ending  September  25,  2875,  345  ; 
fourth  quarter  ending  December  32,  2875,  345. 

Weekly  examinations  of  Croton  water,  the  average 
results  of.  63. 

Winter  quaner,  comparative  mortality  in  five  con- 
secutive yean,  by  classes  of  causes  and  from 
twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases  in,  339. 

Work  and  results  of  vaccination  in  colored  public 
schools,  228  :  in  industrial.  Children's  Aid  Society 
schools,  etc.,  229 ;  in  public  schools,  not  including 
colored  schools,  227,  228. 

Work  performed  in  the  Sanitary  Bureau  for  twenty 
months.  May  2,  2874,  to  December  31,  2875,  67. 

Yards,  privies,  and  cellars,  disinfection  of,  during  the 
summer  of  the  year  2874,  240  ;  during  die  summer 
of  the  year,  2875,  242. 


Tallow  and  fiat  rendering,  264. 

Taylor,  J.  B.,  appointed  Inspector  of  Vaccination*  78  ; 
Inspector  of  Vaccination,  2. 

Taylor,  Robert,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inq>ector 
to  Vaccinatmg  Corps,  78. 

Tenement-houses.  6,  252,  x86.  298.  200,  204,  206,  224* 
229  ;  local  superintendence  in,  292  ;  report  on  the 
manufacture  of  cigan  in,  649. 

Throat,  putrid  sore,  565. 

Tidal  lands,  drainage,  sunken  lots,  62. 

Time  allowed  for  removal  or  concentration  of  slaughter- 
houses must  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  propneton 
to  make  the  necessary  changes  without  great  pecu- 
niary loss.  774. 

Tissue,  muscular,  and  comea,  moculation  of,  with 
aqueous  infusion  of  membrane,  676  :  aqueous  infusion 
of^pure  membrane,  675  ;  pure  membrane,  675. 

Tissue,  muscular,  inoculation  of,  with  boiled  aqueous 
infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  675 ;  fuiered 
aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  ^  675  ; 
membrane  firom  scarlet  fever  patient,  690 ;  mixture 
of  pure  membrane  and  saUcylic  acid,  691,  693  ;  mix- 
ture of  tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic  aad,  697 ; 
mixtures  of  putrefying  tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic 
acid.  698 ;  pure  meinbrane.  674,  676,^  677,  679,  683, 
685, 600, 69X,  692  ;  pure  tongue-scrapings,  694,  695  ; 
putrefying  tongue-scrapinss,  698 ;  sediment  from 
bottle  of  decomposed  Conn's  solution.  700 ;  solid 
salicylic  acid.  707. 

Tongue,  healthy  human,  inoculation  of  scrapings  from, 
694. 

Tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic  acid,  inoculation  of 
muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of,  697  ;  pure,  inocula- 
tion of  muscular  tissue  with,  694,  695  ;  putrefying, 
and  salicylic  acid,  moculation  ofmuscular  tissue  wiu 
mixtures  of.  698  ;  putrefying,  inoculation  ofmuscular 
tissue  with,  698. 

Trachea,  reddened  mucous  membrane  of,  inoculatxon 
of  comea  and  conjunctiva  with.  673. 

Tracy.  R(^er  S.,  report  of,  X99 ;  report  on  smoky 
chimneys,  780  ;  repon  on  the  manufacture  of  cigan 
in  tenement-houses,  649  ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  76. 

Trades,  offensive.  47. 

Treskatis.  G.,  appomted  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  Vaccinating  Corps,  78. 

Tubes,  capillary,  directions  for  the  use  of  virus  in,  X49. 

Tucker,  J.  E.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vac- 
cinatmg Corps,  78. 

Typhoid  fever,  53, 86,  306-325  ;  diphtheria,  etc.,  209. 

Typhus  fever,  306-325,  579. 

Unripe  fruit,  inspection  of,  264. 
Unwholesome  meat.  64. 
Urinary  system,  diseases  of^  574. 
Usher,  Jr.,  Bloomfield,  clerk,  77. 
Utilizing  blood  and  offU,  46. 
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Vacant,  and  sunken  lots,  aoj  :  lots,  193  :  lots,  premises, 
stagnant  water,  etc.  special  disinfection  of,  243. 

Vacation  of  cellars.  158. 

Vaccinating  Corps.  50. 

Vaccination,  51.  58,  m,  109,  aia  ;  among  the  vagrants, 
147  ;  bad  resulu  following.  135 ;  distribution  of  cir- 
cunurs  and  placards  as  a  means  of  mcreasing,  147  : 

Seneral  directions  to  be  followed  after.  114  ;  aodces, 
istribution  of,  241 ;  prejudices  acainst,  143  ;  pro- 
tection afforded  by,  138. 

Vaccinations,  school.  133. 

Vaccinators,  public,  quuifications  of.  144. 

Vaccine  crusts,  directions  for  the  use  of,  149. 

Vagrants,  vaccination  among.  147. 

Vanderpoel,  Dr.  S.  Oakley.  Health  Officer  of  the 
Port.  I. 

Van  Nort,  George  M.,  report  of,  17. 

Vaults,  privy.  103,  aoi. 

Ventilating  shafts,  act. 

Ventilation.  651 ;  of  privies  and  waste-pipes,  193 ;  of 
waste-pipes,  194.  198 ;  roof  leakage,  orainage,  etc, 
etc.,  X95. 

Vessels,  inflection  of,  48. 

Viele,  Augustus,  Samtary  Inspector,  76 ;  report  of,  196. 

Violent  deaths,  571$. 

Virus,  and  salicylic  add,  inoculations  of,  709  ;  difficul- 
ties encountered  in  collecting,  146 ;  directions  for  the 
use  of,  in  capillary  tubes,  149 ;  kind  of  used,  1x7  ; 
s-iles  and  gratuitous  distribution  of,  149  :  vaccine  and 
salicylic  acid,  inoculations  of,  709  ;  vaccine,  sales  and 
gratuitous  distribution  of.  149. 

Vital  Statistics,  bureau  of.  70,  257  ;  report  of  the  Deputy 
Register  for  1874-75,  58a. 

Waller,  Elwyn.  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  77  ;  report 
of,  184  ;  report  on  Croton  water  641. 

Warehouses  and  stores,  Victories  and  workshops,  2x9. 

Waste  and  drains,  ao^. 

Waste-pipes.  207 ;  and  privies,  ventilation  of,  193 ;  ven- 
tilation of,  X94,  798. 


Water-closets  and  privies,  207.  330  :  and  privy  vnis. 

X93- 
Water,  Crotoo.  63 ;  report  on.  641. 
Water,  pure,  and  simple  aqueous  solution  of  so<fic  pboc- 

phate,   hjrpodenaic  iniection  of.   as  control  opcn- 

menta,   709  ;    stagnant,  ^>ecial  disinfection  of  pros- 

ises.  vacant  lots,  etc.,  34a. 
Westchester  Gas-Ught  Compcmy,  176. 
White,  J.  B  .  appointed  AsMstant  Samtary  Inspector.  ^ 
Wholesale  and  retail  liquor  stores.  .^07. 
Wbooping-cou^i.  306-335. 
Widowers  and  spinsters,  1874.  1875,  606 :  and  vidcvs. 

X874.  1875,  607. 
Widows  and  bachelors,  1874,  1875,  605  ;  and  widovm. 


1874,  X875, 607. 
Willuims,  E.  P.,  appomted  temporarily  t 
Corps.  80 :  u>pointed  Temporary  Vaccinator,  ya. 


,  appointed  temporarily  to  Vacdaattig 


Williams,  H.  R.,  appointed  Aaaistanc  Inspector  to  Vac- 

cinatii^  Corps.  78. 
Wibon,  J.  L ,  appointed  Temporary  Vaccinator.  80. 
Workshops  and  mctories,  304.  ao6.  231 ;  ketones,  wan- 

houses,  and  stores,  9x9. 
Works,  plumbago,  x66. 
Wyckon,  P.  B..  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vaca- 

nating  Corps,  78. 
Wylie,  W.  G..  appointed   Amistant  Sanitary  latpccar 

to  Vaccinating  Corps.  78  ;  Temporary  Vaccinator.  7^ 


Yale.  Belden,  appointed  m( 
Yards  and  areas,   398;  and 


:er.  78. 

lars,  disinfectioo  oC  9 ; 

coal,  2^2  :  pnvies  and  cellars,  disinfection  of,  239. 
Yates,  Thomas  D..  Dbinfecting  Corps,  77. 
Year,  the  deaths  each  day  in  the.  27  x. 

Zymotic  causes,  share  of,  in  the  total  mortahty  m  Sew 

York,  565. 
Zymotic  diseases.  48,  8a.   z88.   190.  X9X,  195. 199.  203. 
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the  twelve    months  ending  December  sx,  1875, 
407-47 z,  recapitulation.  472,  473. 

Cellan,  privies,  and  yards,  disinfection  of,  during  the 
summer  of  the  year  1874,  340 ;  during  the  summer 
of  ihe  year  1875,  241. 

Cemetery,  percentage  of  burials  in  each,  to  total 
number  of  interments  during  the  year  1875,  623. 

Certificates,  imperfect,  transcripts  and  searches  of  the 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  number 
of  burial  permits,  etc.,  during  the  years  1874  and 
1875,  635  ;  of  drainage  of  parts  and  parcels  of  land 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  from  May 
X,  1874,  to  Dec  mber  31,  1875,  etc.,  180. 

Caildren  bom  m  the  year  1874.  nativity  of  parents 
of,  592,  591 ;  deaths  of,  under  five  years  of  age, 
each  day,  »>r  the  year  ending  December  ^x,  X874, 
and  total  mortality.  272,  for  the  year  endmg  De- 
cember 3T.  X875,  and  total  mortality,  273 ;  mor- 
tality, 107,  xoQ,  1x0,  260,  270,  272,  273,  274-295. 
306-342,  346-484.  486,  ^90.  494,  495.  496.  498.  500. 
502,  50A,  506,  508,  526,  529,  550,  576,  y8 ;  na- 
tivity of  parents  of.  bom  in  New  York  City  and 
reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  during 
the  year  1875,  594,  595  ;  number  of,  borne 
by  each  mother,  as  collected  firum  the  returns  of 
births  received  in  this  bureau  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  31,  X87A,  588,  589, 
for  the  twelve  months  ending  Decemoer  31,  X875, 
^90.  59*  :  '  ne  year  old  and  under,  morulity  of, 
m  1874,  in  the  principtU^  infiamts'  hospiuis  and 
in  the  entire  city,  474,  47^  in  X875,  476.477  :  still- 
bom,  nativity  of  parents  <n,  m  New  York  City,  and 
reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  dunng  the 
year  1875,  6x8,  6x9  :  under  five  years  of  age,  mor- 
tality of,  in  New  York,  during  the  five  years 
ending  December  31,  1875,  260 ;  under  five  years 
of  age,  per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaths  ot,  had 
to  the  total  mortality  at  all  ages,  5^6. 

Children's  Aid  Society,  indusmal  schools,  etc.,  work 
and  results  <^  vaccinatioD  in.  X29. 

Cohn's  solution  and  salicylic  acid,  7xx. 

Colored  departments  in  .iuded  in  grammar  depart- 
ments of  grammar  schools,  vaccination  in,  female 
classes,  z^x  ;  male  classes,  X30 

Colored  public  schools,  work  and  results  of  vaccina- 
tion in,  128. 

Comparative  mortality  in  five  consecutive  years,  ab- 
st  act  exhibiting  the  annual,  by  classes  of  causes, 
and  from  twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases, 
338 ;  in  the  wmter  quarter  in  five  consecutive 
years,  by  classes  of  causes,  and  from  twenty-two 
of  the  principal  diseases,  339  ;  of  the  spring  quarter, 
340 ;  for  the  summer  quarter,  34  x  ;  of  the  autumnal 
quarter,  342. 

Comparison  of  enumerated  |)opulations  in  X865  and 
187^,  and  the  mortality  in  each  year,  by  age 
periods,  and  classes,  with  the  death-rates  in  them, 
578. 

Condemned,  and  seized  by  the  Sanitary  Company, 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  for  the  year  X874.  65  ;  for  the  year 
X875, 65. 

Condensed  summary  of  the  records  of  death  in  New 
York,  in  the  ten  years  from  T866-1875.  by  classes  of 
causes  in  the  different  age  periods,  with  percent- 
age of  each,  576,  577. 

Consolidated  abstract  of  deaths  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  from  all  causes,  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  1875,  406  ;  causes  of  deaths 
in  New  York  City  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  3X,  1874, 346-403,  recapitulation.  404,405. 

Coroners,  number  olf  cases  of  deaths,  marriages  and 
births  referred  to,  with  the  number  of  bunal  per- 
mits, etc.,  during  the  years  18^4  and  X875,  625. 

Course  of  mortality  from  predominant  causes  of  death, 
day  by  day,  in  Uie  year  X874,  with  the  daily  record 
of  mean  temperature  and  mean  barometric  pressure, 
274-284  ;  day  by  day,  in  the  year  X875,  etc,  285- 
295. 

Croton  water,  average  of  results  obtained  from  a 
weekly  examination  of,  during  the  past  four  years. 
648  ;  results  given  in  parts  in  xoo,ooo,  645,  647  ;  re- 
sults given  in  U.  S  gallon  of  23X  cubic  inches,  642- 
6,44 ;  the  average  results  of  the  weekly 
tions  of,  63. 
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Dates  ot  organization  of  wards  and  the  progress  of 
population  in  them,  in  the  City  of  New  Yoric  from 
X790  to  1875,  558. 

Dead  of  New  York  City,  disposition  of,  during  the 
year  1874.  as  collected  from  the  Records  of  Deaths 
of  the  bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Health 
Department,  62 x,  622. 

Death,  abstract  of,  rra^istered  facts  concerning  time 
firom  attick  till,  and  the  complicating  maladies  in 
the  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  m  1874.  561,  in  1875, 
562  :  in  New  Vork  in  the  ten  year%  from  1866-X875, 
condensed  summary  of  the  records  of,  oy  classes  of 
causes  in  the  different  age  periods,  with  percentage 
of  each,  576,  577  ;  rates,  comparison  of,  m  enumer- 
ated populations,  in  1865  and  X875,  and  Uie  mortality 
in  each  year,  by  a^e  periods,  and  classes,  57B ; 
rate  in  the  population  at  each  age  period,  and 
number  of  deaths  in  each  period  of  lite,  census  of 
1875, 270  ;  rates,  exhibiting  the  distribution  of  popu- 
lation and  the  variation  of;  from  all  causes  and  from 
zymotic  diseases  in  the  different  wards  and  dis- 
tricts and  their  relations  to  the  density  of  the 
.population,  census  and  records  of  1875,  554,  555. 

Deaths,  abstract  of,  certified  as  dependent  upon 
nephria  or  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys,  525,  for 


xb75,  528;  accidental,  1874,  531-533.  1875,  534- 
536  ;  course  of  mortality  from  predominant  causes 
of.   day  by    day    in    the    year    1874,    with    the 


daily  record  of  mean  temperature  and  mean  barom 
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twelve  months  ending  C5ecember  31,  1874,  48a- 
487,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31.  X873,  488,  489;  by  phthisis  pulmonalis,  ab- 
stract of  the  record  of.  in  the  City  of  New 
York  in  X875,  490-493 ;  by  small-pox  in  the  City 
of  New  York  from  X804  to  1876,  91 :  by  suicide, 
in  the  year  1874,  54 x,  in  the  year  X875,  547- 
^51 :  city,  still-births  and  bodies  in  transitu,  num- 
ber of  burial  permits  issued  for,  during  the  ^eaxs 
X874  and  x87q,  with  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
cases  of  deaths  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  number 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts  and  searches  of 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  the 
same  period,  625  ;  consolidated  causes  of,  in  New 
York  City  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
X,  X874,  346,  403,  recapitulation,  404,  405 ;  due 
Jirectly  or  remotely  to  intemperance  for  the  year 
x87«,  snowing  the  diseases  connected  therewith, 
with  nativity,  age.  etc.,  of  each  victim,  512-52^  ; 
due  directly  or  remotely  to  intemperance  in  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31, 1874,  showing 
the  diseases  coimected  therewith,  with  nativity, 
a|;e.  etc.,  of  each  victim.  496-509  ;  from  zymotic 
diseases  registered  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31,  X874,  306,  307,  registered  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1875,  308, 
309,  registered  during  the  twelve  weeks  and  three 
days  ending  Saturday,  March  28,  X874,  710,  3XX, 
registered  during  the  thirf^en  weeks  ending  Satur- 
day, June  27,  X874.  312,  3x3,  roistered  during  the 
thirteen  weeks  ending  Saturday.  September  36, 
1874,  314,  3x5,  registered  dunng  tne  thirteen 
weeks  and  five  days  ending  Satiurday,  December 
31,  1874,  316,  3x7,  registered  during  the  twelve 
weeks  ana  two  days  ending  Saturday.  March  27, 
187^,  318.  319,  registered  during  the  thirteen  weelcs 
ending  Saturday,  Jime  26,  X875,  320,  32X,  regis- 
tered during  the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Saturday, 
September  25,  1675,  322,  323,  registered  during 
the  thirteen  weeks  and  six  days  ending  Friday, 
December  11,  1875,  324,  325  ;  from  all  causes,  con- 
solidated abstracts  of,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
during  the  twelve  months  endine  December  3X, 
187^,  406  ;  in  the  City  of  New  Yonc  fi:t>m  all  causes 
dunng  the  twelve  months  endmg  December  31, 
X87C,  407-471,  recapitulation.  47a,  ^73;  in  the  City 
of  New  York  from  all  causes  m  quinquennial 
periods  durinsr  the  twelve  and  three-seventh  weeks 
ending  Saturoay,  March  28, 187^,  328,  329,  during 
the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Siaturaay,  June  27, 1874, 
330,  33X,  during  the  thirteen  weeks  ending  Satur- 
day, September  26,  X874.  332,  333,   dunng  the 
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therewith,  with  nativity,  age,  etc.,  of  each  victim* 
5x3-523  ;  in  the  twelve  months  ending  December 
31. 1874,  blowing  the  diseases  connected  therewith, 
with  nativity,  age,  etc.,  of  ieach  victim,  496-509. 

Interments  of  stilT-bom  infants  and  of  persons  who 
died  in  New  York  City  during  the  year  1875,  634 ; 
percentage  of  bunals  in  each  cemetery  to  total 
number  of,  during  the  year  1875, 633. 

Kidneys,  Bright's  disease  of,  or  nephria,  abstract  of 
deaths  cerbfied  as  dependent  upon,  535  ;  for  1875, 
5a8. 

Lands,  certificates  of  drainage  parts  and  parcels  of, 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Superintendent,  brom  May 
X,  X874,  to  December  31,  1875,  x8o. 

Male  clauses,  grammar  departments  of  grammar 
schools,  vaccmation  in,  130  ;  primary  schools  and 
primary  departments  of  grammar  schools,  vaccina- 
tion in,  133. 

Marriages,  abstract  of  the  registry  of,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1874,  599,  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31.  1875,  630  ;  births,  cases  of  deaths  re- 
ferred to  the  coroners,  with  the  number  of  burial 
permits,  etc.,  during  the  years  1874  and  X875,  63^  ; 
nationalities  by  countries,  1874,  608  :  registered  m 
the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  nativity  of  persons, 
during  the  past  ten  years,  6x3. 

Married  persons,  nativity  of,  during  the  year  1875, 
6x0, 6x1. 

Meat,  fish,  etc.,  amount  of,  seized  and  condemned  by 
the  Sanitary  Company  for  the  year  X874,  65  ;  for 
the  year  1875,  65. 

Meteorological  observations,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  1874,  condensed  from  daily 
observations  of  Director  Daniel  Draper,  Observer 
ot  Central  Park  Observatory,  396-300 ;  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  3X,  X875,  30X-305. 

Mortality,  abstracts  of  the,  in  first  quarter  of  18^4, 
336 ;  m  second  quarter  of  1874,  336 ;  in  third 
quarter  of  1874,  337 ;  in  fourth  quarter  of  1874. 
327. 

Mortality,  an  abstract  exhibiting  in  five  consecutive 
yean  tne  annual  comparative,  by  classes  of  causes, 
and  from  twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases,  338; 
by  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  in  hospitals,  tene- 
ment-houses, and  other  dwellings,  during  the  year 
X874.  in  New  York  City,  478,  479,  during  the 
year  187^,  480,  48X  ;  comparative,  m  the  winter 
quarter,  m  five  consecutive  years,  by  classes  of 
causes,  and  firom  twenty-two  of  the  principal  dis- 
eases, 339,  of  the  spring  quarter,  340,  for  the 
summer  quarter,  34X,  of  the  autumnal  quarter,  343; 
cour&e  of,  from  predominant  causes  of  death,  day 
by  day,  in  the  year  X874,  with  the  daily  record  of 
mean  temperature  and  mean  barometric  pressure, 
374-384,  day  by  day,  in  the  year  x87^,  285-3^5  ; 
from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  abstract  of,  m  the  City 
of  New  York  in  X875,  404  ;  in  each  year,  by  age- 
periods  and  classes,  witn  the  death  rates  in  them, 
comparison  of  enumerated  population  in  X865  and 
z^St  578  :  in£mt  and  children.  55,  56,  107.  X09,  xxo, 
360,  370,  373,  373,  374-395,  306-343,  346-484,486. 
490»  494.  495»  49^.  49?.  5«>.  5oa.  504.  S06,  508.  536, 
539.  556.  576,  578 ;  of  children,  one  year  old  and . 
under,  in  1874,  in  the  principal  infiuits*  ho^itals. 
and  in  the  entire  city.  47^.  475 ;  of  children,  under 
five  years  of  age,  m  New  York,  during  five 
years  ending  December  31,  X875, 360 ;  of  children, 
under  one  year  of  age,  in  Uie  year  X875,  in 
the  infants'  hospitals,  and  in  the  entire  city,  476, 
477  ;  rate  of,  from  phthbis  pulmonalis,  in  every 
i.ooo  of  the  papulation  in  age-periods,  560  ;  rate  of, 
irom  phthisis  pu'mooalis,  in  every  x.ooo  of  Ae  popu* 
lation,  m  the  respective  wards,  569  ;  showmg  total, 
and  the  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
each  day,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1874, 
373,  in  the  year  ending  December  31,  1875.  373; 
summary  shewing  oercentage  of.  fi:t>in  phthisis,  at 
different  periods  of^life  in  New  York,  in  1875.  49c  ; 
total,  at  flJl  ages,  per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaths 
of  children  under  five  years  of  a^e  had  to,  556. 

Nationalities,  marriages,  oy  countries,  187^,  6<d. 

Nativity  of  pweols  1^  children  bom  in  New  York 
City,  and  reportea  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Sutistics, 
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during  the  year  X874,  59a,  593  ;  parents  of  children 
bom  m  the  year  1875,  594,  595 :  parents  of  children 
still-born  in  New  York  City,  and  reported  to  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  during  the  year  1874,  6x6. 
6x7;  parents  of  still-bora  infants,  in  New  Yoik  City, 
during  the  year  X875,  6x8.  619  ;  parents,  retum  of 
still-births,  and  period  of  utero-gestation  for  the  past 
six  years,  630 ;  parents,  retum  of  still-births  and 
the  period  of  utero-gestation,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31,  X874,  6x4,  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  3X,  1875,  6x5 ;  persons 
married  during  the  year  1875.  6x0,  6f  x  ;  persons 
whose  marriages  were  registered  m  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statkitics  during  the  past  ten  years,  6x3 ;  pop- 
ulation, 637. 

Nephria  or  Bright's  disease,  nativity,  age,  and  sex  of 
tne  decedents  from,  in  X875,  ^$29;  occupation  of 
victims  of.  537.  530 ;  of  the  kidneys,  abstract  of 
deaths,  certified  as  dependent  upon,  535,  for  1875, 

,    ?28. 

Ninety  years  old  and  upward,  deaths  of  persons  in 
New  York  during  the  year  1874,  638-^31.  during 
the  year  X875, 633-63^ 

Number  of  burial  permits  issued  for  city  deaths,  still- 
births, and  bodies  in  transitu  durin|f  the  years  1874 
and  1875.  with  the  number  of  births,  marriases, 
cases  ot  deaths  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  number 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts,  and  searches  of 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  the 
same  period.  635  ;  children  bora  by  each  mother  as 
collected  from  the  returns  of  births  received  in  this 
I         bureau  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
I         X874, 588, 589,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
I         ber  3X,  X875,  590,  59X. 

Observations,  meteorological,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  l>ecember  3X,  X874,  condensed  from  daily 
observations  of  Director  Daniel  Draper,  Observer 
of  Central  Park  Observatory,  396-300 ;  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1875, 30X-305. 

Occupation  of  inebriates,  5x0,  5x1,  534. 

Operations,  surgical,  X874,  537,  538 ;  1875,  539,  540. 

Organization  of  wards,  dates  of,  and  the  progress  of 
population  in  them,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  from 
X790  to  X875.  558. 

Parents  of  children,  nativity  of,  bora  in  New  York 
City,  and  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, 
during  tlie  year  1874.  593. 593  ;  nativity  of,  bora  in 
the  year  X875.  594,  595 ;  stiU-bora,  nativity  of,  in 
New  York  City,  and  reported  to  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics.  durin|f  the  year  X874,  6x6.  6x7  ; 
stiU-bora  infants,  nativity  ot,  in  New  York  City, 
during  the  year  X875,  618,  6x0.  . 

Parents,  showing  the  nativity  of,  retura  of  still-births, 
and  period  of  utero-gestation  for  the  past  six  years. 
6^0 :  the  nativity  of,  retura  of  still-births,  and  the 
period  of  utero-gestation  tor  the  twelve  months 
enduw  December  3X,  X874,  614,  for  the  twelve 
montra  ending  December  3X,  X875,  6x5. 

Percentage  of  burials  in  each  cemetery  to  total  number 
of  interments  during  the  year  xC^5,  623;  of  mor- 
tality from  phthisis,  summary  at  aiflerent  periods 
of  life,  in  New  York,  m  X875,  495  ;  of  success 
of  inspectors  for  each  month,  vaccination,  xao.  i2x. 

Per  centum  ratio  which  the  deaihs  from  children 
under  five  years  of  age  had  to  the  total  mortality  at 
all  ages,  556. 

Period  of  utero-gestation,  retum  of  still-births  showing 
the  nativity  of  parents,  for  the  past  six  years.  630  ; 
retura  of  still-births,  showing  tne  nativity  of  par- 
ents, for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
1874,  6x4,  for  the  twelve  mcmths  ending  December 
3X,  X875,  6x5. 

Permits  of  burial,  number  of,  issued  for  city  deaths, 
still-btrtha,  and  bodies  in  transitu  during  the  jears 
X874  and  x87^,  with  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
cases  of  deaths  referred  to  the  coroners,  the  number 
of  imperfect  certificates,  transcripts,  and  searches 
of  the  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
for  the  same  period,  635. 

PhthUis  pulmonalis,  abstract  of  mortality  from,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  in  1875,  494 ;  abstract  of  the 
record  of  deaths  by.  in  New  York  City,  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1874,  48a, 
487,   for  the  twelve    months   ending    Decemoor 
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Tables: 

Summer  quarter,  comparative  mortality  in  five  con- 
secutive  yean,  by  clasMS  of  causes,  and  firom 
twenty-two  of  the  principal  diseases  in,  ^i. 

Siq>erintendent,  Sanitary,  certificates  of  drainage  of 
parts  and  parcels  of  hmd  issued  by  the,  from  May 
I,  1874,  to  December  31,  1875.  x8o. 

Siurgical  operations,  1874,  537. 538  ;  2875.  ^39,  54a 

Temperature,  mean,  and  mean  barometric  pressure 
wiu  the  daily  record  of,  day  by  day,  in  the  year 
187^,  coinse  c^  mortality  from  predominant  causes 
of  aeath,  274-384 ;  day  by  day,  in  the  year  1875, 
285-395. 

Tenement-houses,  hospitals  and  other  dwelling 
mortality  by  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  m, 
during  the  year  1874,  in  New  York  City,  478, 479  ; 
during  the  year  2875,  480, 481. 

Thmscnpts,  and  searches  of  the  records  of  births, 
marriages  ana^  deaths,  imperfect  certificates,  the 
number  of  burial  permits,  etc.,  during  the  years 
2874  and  2875,  625. 

Urine  and  sahcylic  add,  72a. 

Utero-gestation.  period  of,  return  of  still-birth<(  show- 
ing the  nativity  of  parents,  for  the  past  six  yean, 
630 ;  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
2874,  624,  for  the  twelve  months  endi2ig  December 
31.  X875, 62^. 

Vaccination  m  grammar  departments  of  grammar 
schools,  female  classes,  colored  departments  m- 
cluded,  232,  male  classes,  230 ;  in  primary  schools 
and  primary  departments  of  grammar  schools, 
female  classes,  233,  male  classes,  133 ;  inspecton, 
percentage  of  success  of,  for  each  month.  120,  132  ; 
work  and  results  of,  in  colored  public  schools,  238  ; 
in  Industrial,  Children's  Aid  Society  schools,  etc.. 
230;  in  public  schools,  not  including  colored 
schools.  J37,  238. 

Vital  Statistics,  Bureau  of.  births  received  in.  each  ' 
month  during  the  past  ten  yean.  507  ;  nativity  of  I 
parents  of  children  Dom  in  New  York  City  and  I 
reported  to,  durire  the  year  2875, 504, 595 ;  nativity  I 
of  parents  of  children  still-born  in  New  York  City  I 
and  reported  to,  during  the  year  1875.  628,  619  ;  I 
nativity  of  persons  whose  marriages  were  registered  j 
in,  during  the  i>ast  ten  yean,  623.  1 

Vital  Statistics  or  the  Health  Department,  Bureau  of, 
disposition  of  the  dead  of  New  York  City  during 
the  year  2874,  as  coUeaed  from  the  records  of 
deaths,  631.  632  ;  yearly  abstract  of  births  regis- 
tered in.  during  the  past  nine  yean,  ^96. 

Wards  and  districts,  exhibiting  the  distribution  of 
population  and  the  variation  of  death-rates  from 
zymotic  diseases,  and  from  all  causes,  and  their 
relations  to  the  density  of  the  population  census 
records  of  2875,  554,  5^5 ;  dates  of  organization 
of,  and  the  progress  of  population  in  them  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  from  2700  to  2875,  ^58. 

Water,  Croton,  average  of  results  obtamed  from  a  I 
weekly  examination  of,  during  the  past  four  yean,  ' 
648 .  results  gpven  in  parts  in  100,000,  64^-648 ;  I 
results  given  m  U.  S.  gallon  of  352  cubic  mches,  1 
643-^^4  ;  the  average  results  of  ;tbe  weekly  ex-  I 
aminations  of,  63.  1 

Weekly  deaths,  by  classes— fint  <luarter  ending 
March  38.  1874,  34^  ;  second  quarter  ending  June, 
37,  2874,  343 ;  third  quarter  ending,  September  36, 
1874,  343:  fourth  quarter  ending  December  32, 
^^74'  344  :  first  quarter  endbg  March  37,  2875, 
344 ;  second  quarter  ending  Tune  36,  2875,  345 ; 
third  quarter  ending  September  35,  2875,  345  ; 
foiurth  quarter  ending  December  32,  2875,  345. 

Weekly  examinations  of  Croton  water,  the  average 
results  of,  63. 

Winter  quarter,  comparative  mortality  in  five  con- 
secutive yean,  by  classes  of  causes  and  from 
twenty-two  of  tJie  principal  diseases  in,  339. 

Work  and  results  of  vaccination  in  colored  public 
schools,  238  :  in  industrial.  Children's  Aid  Society 
schools,  etc,  239 ;  in  public  schools,  not  including 
colored  schools,  237,  238. 

Work  performed  in  the  Sanitary  Bureau  for  twenty 
months.  May  z,  2874,  to  December  31,  2875,  67. 

Yards,  privies,  and  celkus,  disinfection  of,  during  the 
summer  of  me  year  2874,  340  ;  during  die  summer 
of  the  year,  2875,  342. 


Tables : 

Yearly  abstract  of  births  registered  in  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics,  during  the  past  nine  yeank  fe6, 

Zy2notic  diseases,  and  from  all  causes,  exhibitmg  the 
distribution  <A  populatioo  and  the  variation  of  death- 
rates  firom,  in  the  different  wards  and  districts,  and 
their  relations  to  the  de2isity  of  the  pcmolation, 
census  and  records  of  2875,  554,  5<5  ;  de  tts  frtmi» 
registered  durmg  the  twelve  months  endii»  Decem- 
ber 31,  2874. 306, 307,  registered  during  me  twelve 
months  ending  December  32,  2875, 308,  309.  regis- 
tered during  the  twelve  wedu  and  tnree  days  end- 


ing Saturday,  March  38,  2874, 320,  122,  registered 

j.._: —  .V-  .v:.* jIjj  encUn^  Saturday,  June 

«red  durmg  the  mirteen 


during  the  thirteen  weeks  end 
37,^2874,  323,  323,  registered  d 
weeks  ending  &iturday,  September  a6,  1874,  314, 
325.  registered  during  the  tuirteen  weeks  and  five 
days  ending  Saturday,  December  32,  Z874, 326, 327, 
r^pstered  during  the  twelve  weelcs  ana  two  &y% 
ending  Saturday,  March  37,  2875,  ^x8,  329,  regis- 
tered during  the  thirteen  weeks  endinp;  Saturday, 
June  36,  2875, 330,  332,  registered  during  the  thir- 
teen weeks  ending  Satur£iy,  September  35.  x875» 
333,  ^33,  registered  during  the  thirteen  weeks  and 
six  days  ending  Friday^  December  32,  2875*  334, 
335  ;  pnncipal,  in  hospitals,  tenement-houses,  and 
other  dwellings,  during;  the  year  2874,  in  New 
York  City,  478,  479,  dunng  the  year  1875, 480, 482. 

Tallow  and  iax  rendering,  164. 

Taylor,  J.  B.,  appointed  Inspector  of  Vaccination,  78 ; 
Inspector  of  Vaccination,  2. 

Taylor,  Robert,  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  Vaccinatmg  Corps,  78. 

Tenement-houses,  6,  253,  186,  298,  300,  304,  3o6,  324, 
319 ;  local  superintendence  in,  293  ;  report  on  the 
manufacture  of  cigan  in,  649. 

Throat,  putrid  sore,  565. 

Tidal  lands,  drainage,  sunken  lots,  63. 

Time  allowed  for  removal  <a  concentration  of  slau|[hter- 
houses  must  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  propneton 
to  make  the  necessary  changes  without  great  pecu- 
niary loss,  774. 

Tissue,  muscuur,  and  cornea,  moculation  of,  with 
aqueous  infusion  of  membrane,  676  :  aqueous  infusion 
of  pure  membrane,  67^  ;  pure  membrane,  675. 

Tissue,  muscular,  inoculation  of,  with  boiled  aqueous 
infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  675 :  filtered 
aqueous  infusion  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  675  ; 
membrane  firom  scarlet  fever  patient,  690 ;  mixture 
of  pure  membrane  and  sahcylic  acid,  692,  69^  ;  mix- 
ture of  tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic  acid,  697 ; 
mixtures  of  putrefying  tongue-scrapings  and  sadicylic 
add,  698 ;  pure  menoorane,  674,  076,^  677,  679,  683, 
685,  600. 692, 693  ;  pure  tongue-scrapings,  694,  695  ; 
putrefying  tongue-scrapinss,  698 ;  sediment  from 
bottle  of  decomposed  Conn's  solution,  700;  solid 
salicylic  acid,  707. 

Tongue,  healthy  human,  inoculation  of  scrapings  from, 
694. 

Tongue-scrapings  and  salicylic  acid,  inoculation  of 
muscular  tissue  with  mixture  of,  697  ;  pure,  inocula- 
tion of  muscular  tissue  with,  694,  695  :  putrefying, 
and  salicylic  acid,  moculation  ofmuscular  tissue  wim 
mixtures  of,  698  ;  putrefying,  inoculation  of  muscular 
tissue  with,  698. 

Trachea,  reddened  mucous  membrane  of,  inoculation 
of  cornea  and  conjunctiva  with,  673. 

Tracy,  R(^er  S.,  report  of,  299  ;  report  on  smoky 
chimneys,  780  ;  report  on  the  manumcture  of  cigan 
in  tenement-nouses,  649 ;  Sanitary  Inspector,  76. 

Trades,  offensive,  47. 

Treskatis,  G.,  appomted  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  Vaccinating  Corps,  78. 

Tubes,  capillary,  directions  for  the  use  of  virus  in,  249. 

Tucker,  J.  £.,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  Vac- 
cinating Corps,  78. 

Typhoid  fever.  52, 86,  306-335  ;  diphtheria,  etc.,  309. 

Typhus  fever,  306-335,  579. 

Unripe  firuit,  inspection  of,  264. 
Unwholesome  meat,  64. 
Urinary  system,  diseases  ofl  574. 
Usher,  Jr.,  Bloomfield,  clerk,  77. 
Utilinng  blood  and  offU,  46. 
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